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County Health De ent.
17 Friar e,
Leicester.

HAIRMAN, My LoORD, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
re in presenting my annual report on the health of Leicestershire during

the when a community is engaged in war it has been the established rule
] of . epidemics and malnutrition rises out of all proportion to
ne standards. In war-time it is a frequent experience to find that deaths from
~due to war exceed the deaths from actual fighting. The present war has involved
ﬁ‘gﬁpﬂhﬁﬂn to an extent without parallel in history andp it is remarkable, there-

that the general health of the population has undergone but little deleterious

crude death rate of 10.99 for Leicestershire shows an appreciable decrease as
with the 12.45 of the previous year; the birth rate shows a slight fall from
940 to 14.62 in 1941.

_ idence of infectious disease has on the whole been satisfactory, though notifica-
- diphtheria have risen from 527 to 605. It is pleasing to note that deaths from
5¢ have fallen from 38 in 1940 to 20 in 1941; a very considerable decline in case

ne 306 cases of tuberculosis were notified during the year and there were 199
- These figures are substantially similar to those of 1940, but represent a marked
compared with the years immediately prior to the war,

lime emergency services occupy a considerable proportion of the energies of
istrative staff. The scheme for the supply of clothing coupons to expectant
was inaugurated during August, 1941, and some 124,650 coupons had been dis-
the end of December. Towards the end of the year the Ministry of Labour
Service asked for the establishment of war-time day nurseries. Two nurseries
shed during the year and a scheme was drawn up for the rapid expansion of

e during 1942 and 1943,

ave to acknowledge with thanks the help and asistance which I have received from
yurces, both official and voluntary. Il co-operation exists with the regional
the Ministry of Health and very cordial relations have been maintained with Dr.
‘the medical officer. Much assistance has been received from the Women's
, and through them, from the American Red Cross Organisation.

with particular pleasure that I refer to the good work carried out by my staff.

Lisney, my deputy, continues to devote the greater part of his time to civil
and other duties, and the task of writing this report has again fallen to Dr. A, E.
assistant county medical officer. Heavy work has fallen on Dr. N. A. Coward
staff of the tuberculosis department, as in addition to the increase in numbers
alosis cases, many doubtful cases requiring diagnosis have been referred by
‘boarde. Mr. W. W. Baum, county sanitary inspector, and Mr. H. Burditt and
A. Thornton, chief clerks of the general health and school medical department,
E. R. Turner, senior clerk in charge of the tuberculosis department, have all
excellent work in their respective departments.

nelusion T have to thank the Chairman and members of the Health Committee
Ipful co-operation and kindly consideration which they have continued to afford
I hawve the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

J. A. FAIRER,
County Medical Officer of Health.













r 2 specimens of sputum were examined, 167 of which were positive; and 114 samples
‘urine, 2 of which were positive.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
ANTE-NATAL SERVICES.

e-natal Examinalions by General Practitioners.

aring the year the total number of expectant mothers referred by midwives to
practitioners under the county council's scheme was 846, and of these 399 had

dical examinations, 199 one examination, and in the remaining 248 no claim was

from the doctor.

inte-natal Clinics,
 The attendances at the four ante-natal clinics were as follows: —

| South Wigston
Coalville | Hinckley | Wigston | Magna Total
No. of sessions ... 49 29 | 24 ‘ 23 124
No. of expectant '
mothers who at: . |
A tended dunng the l , |
year 22 | 208 | 100 | 838 | 73
Total no. ':l'f | | |
attendances .. 655 679 | 333 | 2456 | 1914
Average attendance J | |
per meeting .. 134 | 234 140 ! ma | 154

ital Treatment for Expectant and Nursing Mothers.
During the year 20 patients were given dental treatment under the county scheme.

: MIDWIFERY AND MATERNITY SERVICES.

wmber of Midwives Practising.

}

~ The number of midwives notifying their intention to practise was 247 as compared
ath 262 in the previous year, 25 midwives left the county during the year and
ceased to practise. All these 247 midwives hold the certificate of the Central Midwives
. The shortage of trained midwives, both in institutional and in domiciliary
ce, has now become acute. In addition to the diminishing number of midwives in
ractice the total number of births in the county shows an increase as compared with the

ispection of Midwives.

| The inspectors made 492 visits during the year. In-no case was it necessary to
ort any breach of the rules either to the local supervising authority or to the Central
iwives Board.

of Cases attended by Midwives.

A total of 5,044 cases were attended during the vear. Of this number 3,350 were
kén by the midwife alone and in the remaining 1,685 cases both doctor and midwife
e in attendance.

s received from Midwives.

Thﬂ following returns were received from the county midwives during the year:—
‘Medical help records : e 105
Notice nfllabﬂitytobeamm nfmfech::m i 8
.*Lljiﬂg out of the dead'’ records SETL
Notice of death of mother or childl—Child ... .. .. .. .. 20
Mother ... = Mil

R rtifieid fonding ... .- ... o e w70






- Number of mothers and children on the register: —

Year Year

194] 1940

Mothers o wee 4,502 4,239

Infants under one year ... e 3,085 2,857
Total attendances: —

Mothers e ... 36,802 36,391

Infants under one year ... ..o 23,925 21,2

~ Toddlers ... .. 18,306 19,368
First attendances: —

1 Hnthm T sas CrrY a=a e aea aea 2.333 [.BEB

Infants under one year ... v =25 1,653

P Toddlss ... . 621 527

Total number of weighings by health visitors ... ... 40,947 28,282

Number of children examined by the medical officers : —
First examinations 2,317 2.056
Total examinations made 5.688 4,463

The principal defects observed by the medical officers were: —
Skin conditions 247, umbilical hernia 165, phimosis 134, bronchitis 127, external
litions 83, congenital deformity 82, gastric trouble 80, diarrheea 59, rickets 43,
gabismus 37, thread worms 26. enlarged tonsils andfor adenoids 25, and enlarged
nds 22. ¥

Table of Attendances at Infant Welfare Centres.

Average Attendances Average Attendances
Year 1941 ear 1940
E e Mothers | Children | Mothers | Children
an.1 36.2 25.2 32.5
1 32.3 41.5 30.9 39.2
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 62.3 61.1 56.1 60.3
Barrow-on-Soar 17.2 21.0 15.1 19.0
Barwell 27.3 20.0 30.5 32.2
Birstall 28.5 2B.6 32.5 27.8
Blaby 31.4 36.1 42.2 49.5
Braunstone (County) BO.4 85.1 73.5 77.0
Coalville 46.3 48.1 41.2 42.2
Cosby 16.4 20.1 16.0 18.8
Desford 38.7 46.2 334 43.5
Bty 18.0 52 25 | 281
Glenfield 3.7 36.3 20.1 24.5
i 0. 5 :
S 212 1S 226 207
Wmﬂh 21.5 20.3 22.0 21.3
Lutterworth 31.0 34.3 27.6 EER
Melton Mowbray 57.7 4.9 61.0 55.2
Mountsorrel 31.2 36.9 28.3 34 .4
- Narborough 27.2 31.7 27.2 33.1
Oadby 31.2 38.8 33.2 36.4
%uocm 200 35.2 26.8 200
earshy 12.9 16.5 13.5 17.6
Rothley 28.6 34.1 20.9 34.7
hed 40.6 44.1 41.3 45.1
Sile] g' 33.0 37.3 35.3 a7.1
South Wigston 55.0 64.9 69.4 T4.4
34.9 43.7 an.T 44.7
rmaston 24.6 27.1 23.0 38.1
19.2 21.1 16.4 19.7
e | 3 | = | o5 | o
Wigston (Central) 28.2 35.5 36.2 50.1
|
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ods of treatment the case-mortality rate remains low, and the 13 deaths
represents a decline of over one half as compared with 1940.

theria continues a mpﬂ auur-:g of ar;;:ﬁm lhe mc;denT h-::-i hthns disease
)n'.tm&l.l increasing in county durin L ars igh proportion

: vll:r been of ag severe type and theginl:.ldeme has n of an endemic rather
nic form, the majority of the cases being well scattered both in point of view

h:ﬂllty The proportion of adult cases is increasing. This is the type of
wb,u:.h OCCUTS W, there is a combination of a severe type of infe-::t:ion_
ation having a fairly high degree of immunity. The danger lies in that
'lwel of immunity fall in any particular district, a serious epidemic is likely

¢ total number of cases notified during 1941 was 605, and was a considerable
FaSE ared with the 473 cases notified during 1940. It is of interest to note
althougk there was an increase in the number of cases, there were only 20 deaths

npared with 38 during the previous year. An alteration of the case-fatality rate
1 12 to 1 in 30 is very considerable and may in part at least, 1 hope, represent
decrease in virulence of the type of organism now prevalent in Leicestershire.

imunization against diphtheria has been practised in certain areas of the county
& ﬁve . It was at first confined to the areas in which there was a high
i , and in every instance resulted in a considerable local decline in
r of cases. The villages in which a high proportion of the children were
ed have since been relatively free from the disease and very few cases have
in immunized children.

view of the overwhelming evidence in favour of immunization the Minis Lrt;c:cf
inau ted, at the end of 1940, a nation-wide publicity campaign. All

ve established comprehensive schemes for the free 1mmumzatmn of all
-.ﬂlm.r areas. A preliminary minimum target of 30% of the children under
and 739% of those of school was fixed. In Leicestershire each district
ficer of health formulated a scheme and many thousands of children were
during 1941. In some cases the shortage of medical personnel made it
the local authority to cope with the large numbers of children, and in these
e staff of my de t willingly pave assistance. © Altogether., nine of the
5 in this county have been given assistance by my staff.

¢ the end of 1941 a hjg]:n proportion of the children in the county had been immunized
adhaequent years it is certain that more and more parents will take advantage

to quote accurate statistics would at this stage be fallacious in view of
children who were immunized during the year. Children immunized towards
'ai ﬂﬂ yenr would in reality have been at risk as non-immunized children during

mu the ;l,ma.r Since these would be excluded from the numbers of non-
: included amongst the numbers of the immunized, the proportion
-‘.‘.hlldmn who become infected would appear somewhat greater than is
imate figures which have been corrected for this fallacy show
: 1941, the chance of an unimmunized child getting diphtheria
0 sl_',r greater than the chance of an immunized child.

mt districts the incidence of scabies showed an increase as compared with the
1s year. Many cases occurring in children are treated in the school clinics, and
s whm ﬂ:lm are considerable numbers of cases, district medical officers of health
scabies clinics. In a county area such as Leicestershire with its
gupnlahﬂn the majority of patients have to obtain treatment from their usual

_. ;:irn.c-.titlunat
TUBERCULOSIS. =

REPORT OF THE CHIEF TUBERCULOSIS OFFICER.

aof Tuberculosis.
; £ Average for last
nonary tuberculosis 1941 1940 five years
Notifications vx 216 204 ; 2{?'2
y .. 169 162 141

e e i e 52 AT
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ases of tuberculosis passing through the sanatorium show a slight fall in number,
~work on this side of the hospital continues to expand in most directions. The

of X-ray investigations, and of treatments by collapse of the lung is higher still,
outstanding feature of the year is the arrangement with the City Isolation
county patients can now be treated by thoracic surge‘;_y without having
The operations are carried out by Mr. T. Holmes-Sellors,

ce of scarlet fever showed a slight increase, and diphtheria remained at
- Cerebro-spinal fever again appeared in epidemic form, and the occurrence
yphoid fever was unusually high, in the main being due to one identified source.

TUBERCULOSIS.

¢ average number of beds occupied daily was 119.3, the highest number of
under treatment at any one time was 135, and the average stay 206 days.

] Preumothorax.

patients have been treated by collapse of the lung, and this has necessitated 1,737

as com with an average of 28 patients and 558 refills in the years 1933-1937.
Hor . 5. W. Lane gave a further 370 refills to patients who were able to attend

the Loughborough clinic.

patients completed the treatment dunng the year, 8 others left the county, and
iment was abandoned in 9 cases. 63 patients were still under treatment at the

. 16 were still in the sanatorium, and 47 were coming for treatment as

ents. 10 patients were evacuees, and three were children, the youngest being
of age.

Measures.

g following operations were performed by Mr. T. Holmes-Sellors: —4 thoracotomies
i a.dhmn sections, 2 phrenic evulsions, 1 bronchoscopy.

Treatment by the injection of "'Gold Salts” was given in 31 cases, of whom 18
ients completed the course; 9 patients became quiescent, and 13 lost the bacilli from
ir sputum.

40 cases received artificial sunlight and a total of 2,057 exposures was given.

e .:.!-r-l A T“’tsl

Blood sedimentation rate examinations were carried out on 1,421 occasions, and 36
| l'l- m Were Pﬁll'fl.‘l'l'lﬂﬂd. 3

it DW tment.
The work of this dn:rga:tment shows a progressive increase, and all examinations
 carried out by the ical superintendent.
Screening  In-patients ... e 582
] . Sent by tuberculosis officers . 430
. Service cases ... 308
e 1.320
Films In-patients ... ... 335
Sent by tuberculosis officers .. 445
Sent by other clinics AR
) 1,119
Total ... 2,439

b work of this department is performed by the medical staff, and shows a

' Sputum for tubercle bacilli ... e D14
g rine for tubercle bacilli ... 57
f Effusions for tubercle bacilli ... ... ... 10
Cultures for diphtheria ... 4,633

Smears and pus S |
<& Cerebro-spinal meningitis fluid B3
Blood counts, etc. ... 5

. . Total ... 5,808

g
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T.B.2.—SANATORIA, HOSPITALS, AND OTHER RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE TREATMENT OF TUBERCULOSIS.

Number ol Patients

Total number of

Average number of

Number of Patients

Number of Patients | Number of Patients sent by Council days during which | days which patients | sent by Council
sent by Council sent by the who were discharged patients referred to in who were under
Name and Situation of Institution. Class of Case and No. of who were under il “duri or died in the to in Column 5 Column 5 were treatment on
Beds. treatment on the T end Institution during were resident in resident in 3lst December,
3lst Dec., 1940, 3lst ., 1941, year ended the Institution, Institution, 1841,
| 315t Dec., 1941,
(1) (2) (3) (4) | (5) (6) (7) (8)
|
Ma;lses %ﬁiﬂ‘:s P 47 06 80 18,139 204 54
i 5
Serabysivn, Female Adults 34 78 60 12,915 215 52
(58 beds)
Children P 7 17 14 2,359 169 10
(22 beds)
Male Adults NP 4 T 7 1,481 212 4
Female Adults NP 3 12 10 1,907 181 5
Children NP 5 17 14 2,024 146 8
Village Settlement. Male Adults P - 1 1 23 23 —_—
a5 Female Adults P = i = = = 1
dren’s Hospital Male Adults NP 1 — — — —- 1
e o Children NP 1 1 1 396 396 1
w, Or H : Male Adults NP —_ 1 — — —_ 1
o hopeedic Hospital, | g e ‘Adults NP — 2 - — = 2
Child.terln NP 2 2 2 459 230 2
i Male Adults NP 4 9 11 2,391 217 2
tef Eyjceaccal Hospical, Female Adult= NP 1 6 6 522 87 1
Children NP 2 14 12 2,212 184 4
; : . Male Adults NP 1 —_— 1 404 404 —_—
B et Maptt M Fende St B = 1 1 62 62 —
Children NP 5 5 4 2,464 616 6
TOTALS 117 270 233 47,758 205 154

P—Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

N.P.—Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.






25

T.B. 3.—Return shewing the immediate results of treatment of patients discharged
from Residential Institutions during the year 1941,

Duration of Residential Treatment in the Instititution. BN
ES s ,' |
= e : Under 3 ]
=¥ S |
SE £= CDEE lgggh::ngme months but ex- : | More than 12 | ToTaL
7 o E I B ceeding 28 days| 3—6 months | 6—]2 months months
= — | 3 l | | |
D6 s | | M| E [cn | | F | ch| |k [cn | I' F. | ch
| | e INEE
= | Quiescent e e A e R el | e e L
g | .
= S .
E. Not quiescent —_— | 1 1 L 3| == T|=| 1 | — |l — 8
| Died in Institution = [t I e R |I — |l— )
| I | | {
8 |
n__:- Ouiescent === === | 3| — | — ‘ 1 — 6
'?Nﬁtquinscent o eyl i W P —I-—|— —'—-|— — | —
| Died in Institution e | — | — | — | — | — | — | 1 ‘ TR | - | — 2
| | | - ' | |
: i B — [3 ] 2] = ' = [
;| Quiescent 1 6 10 | 1] 23
; g Not quiescent .., e 20— [ — | 100 1 ‘ AN S2EE— | o | 1 | — | 28
- Died in Institution = 4| 2 | — | 4| 2 | 112 1)— | 1 | 1| — | 18
3 . | !
| 5 | i
. .| Quiescent 2 R sl B Il [ BBl e O R (R [
B Quiesc ‘ | |
B Mot quiescent .. .| g || __|_[_ |— = 1 ‘ _| ==
. 3 Died in Institution e | | 3| —| 2| — ‘ — | — |. — | — ‘ — | — 7
etlE = il . S
Cases Discharged under 28 days 5 52 2
Cases Died under 28 days ... 7
Observation cases discharged Non-Tuberculons 7
163

Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis, e
Bones and Joints: — Quiescent —
Not Quiescent 38
Died S a —
Abdominal : ——Quiescent 5
Not Quiescent o
Died .., i 2
Other Organs: —Quiescent o 2
Not Quiescent 6
Died 2
Peripheral Glands : —Quiescent f 4
Not QOuiescent 1
Died 1
Observation cases 5
69










































