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Ceuncil Oflices,
Cross otreet,
L-E5,
Near Uldhau.

December, 1973.

To: The Chairmen and lembers of the Heslth Committeg.

kr. Chairman, Gentlemnen,

It is with mixed feelings that I present my ~nnual Report on the Health of the
District for 1972, as it scems to me very likely thot this will ba the last such
report presented to your Authority by a Medical Officer of health. If the Department
of Hezlth so direct it is possible that an abbreviated report for 1973 might be
presentad before 31st harch, 1974, or that & toport for 1973 ond the first guarter
of 1974 be presented to the Cldhom Ketropelitan oistrict Council as successor
Authority. I am fully awore that there hove been many eriticisms of these "snnusl
Reports" - usually mede by those who do not understend the purpose of them. They
arc not intended to serve as a "critiesl essay" couched in the eclegont language of
a philesopher, nor as an entertainment.

he purpose is threefold - to serve as a statistical record, to outline the
generzl pattern of the health services in the District in the year under roeview,
and to provide some account of work undertaken. The report is thus a record of fact -
whether good or bad; of things zs they were - not if what one would have wished them
to be. It provided the basic facts for any form of record on social conditions in
the orea - population, housing conditions, water supply, refuse disposcl etc. = the
basic knowledge required by any givilised society regardless of its economic or
politicel development. In the re-casting of our Locel Government and Heplth Services
system, I hope that our legislation will have sufficient wisdom to insist that annual
publication of such data continues to be made aviilable net only to meobers and
afficers of the new authorities, but to the public and the press.

The mid-yesr estimated population of 4,520 is an increase, of 160 on the April
1971 Census returns. There were 79 live births, 12 less than in 1971, but the same
as in 1970, giving a Crude birth rate of 17.5 and san adjusted rate of 15.4 to compare
with a National Rate of 14.5 per 1,000. There was only one¢ infont death. The total
docths (64) were 19 less than in 1971, giving a Crude decth rate of 14.2 ond on
adjusted rate of 12.2 to compore with a Mational Rote of 12.1.

The genernl picture resains that of & slowly expanding population, but it would
scem possible that the birth rate woy decline in the noxt few years unless there is
a continual inword migrztion of younger femilies into new residential property in the
district.

The incedence of Infoctious Discase was much higher than in 1971 due mainly to
the preventien of measles which pecounted for 654 of the 72 notifications. This woe
not confined to Lees but was general in Scuth East Loncashire and is meinly signifi-
cent =8 indicoting & lack of public confidence in keasles Vaceination.

with less than & months now to go boefore the new Local Government Jistricts and
the new Health huthority aress toke over responsibilities from pruscnt asuthoritics it
is unnecessary for me to describe in detail the re-cllocation of Health Service
responsibilities fully understocd by members of the new Authorities, the stoff thay
control or the public they seek to serve., I consider that the lack of reorganisation
is one which will ecall for dedication, imagination, tolerance - and scepticism as to
the infallibility of Governments, authorities and oneself.

R T T T T

In concluding this, possibility my final report, I would thank mot only present
members of the Council, but their predicessors for their support in the past 13 yoors.
I thank not only the present, but past staff of the Council, with whom it hzas been a
pleasure to work. I consider it &n honour and o privilsge te have contributed some-
thing to the corporate life of the District cnd I hope it will continue to prosper ns
part of the Oldham Metropolitan Uistrict.

1 om, bkr. Chairmon, Gentlemen,
Your shbedient Servant.

G.H: BRACUENRIDGE

=1 = Divisicnzl Hedical Officer.
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ViTal.  STATISTICS

Li?ﬂ Birthﬂ {Tutnl} AR R E R R R R R S R E R R R R R ] ??

FMalea Foomsles
Legitimate L4k 31
Illegitimote 1 3

Live Birth rate p.r 1000 population:-

Cruﬂ& HEte sonmvsssnssnnscnsssnannnns 1?1ﬁ
ﬁdjuﬂtHd Hatao R E R R R R R R R R R R R EE R R R W 15-&

Illegitimate Live Births per cent of live births ..sssancees 500

EELLIDITERE cssnsrnnsnsanasnrerssnsnsnneesastnnnnsssansesns Nil
Stillbirths Hate per 1000 live and still births ..ssesssess Nil
Totel Tive and EtillbiTtheE .seircasnsiraaasasnnnssrasinsine o
Infant deaths (under 1 yeOr) .sessssssssassnssasssstsnsnunns 1

Infant hortality Rates!

Total Infant deaths per 1,000 total live births ...cscsases 13
Laegitimate infant deaths per 1000 legitimate
live births sssssssssnans 13
Illegitimate infant deaths por 1000 illegitimate
Live Births .ccsssassssss Mil
Early Neonatal Mortzlity Rate (deaths under 1 week
per 1000 total live births) ...... 13
Meo-Hatal Mortality Ante (deaths under & weeks per
1000 total live births) .eceasene 13
Ferinatal Mortality Rate (5tillbirths and deaths
under 1 week combined per 1000 total
Live and ﬂtillbirths] cssunsssaanasesssnensens 13
Hﬂ‘ﬁrﬂﬂl Hﬂrlﬂlitf Rﬂte {Iﬂﬂludiﬂg ﬁhﬂrtiﬂﬂ] T E R RS EEEREEEY Hil
Maternal Mortality Rote per 1000 live and Stillbirths ssse.s Nil

Tﬂtﬂl ﬁﬂﬂthﬂ {ﬂll EEEE] BE mmm m ok oE S R E R R R R E o R R R Eg
Dexth Rate per 1000 populationi=-

Crudﬂ Rﬁtﬁ [ E R E EEE R E RN RN NN NN NN 1*!2
ﬁdju&tﬁd ﬂntﬂ LN RN E RN RN EENEN] 1212

Principal Couses of Doaths:=

Heart DiSCOB8 ecsssssnssssssastonsnsssssssanssnssnenn o0
Other diseases of circulatory SYStef cssssssssssssss 3
Carebrovasculer DiBGABE ssssssssssssnsssssnnssssnaan 13
Cancar all Bitef .ccsssssssnssssnsnsssasrsangsnsnnsas E
Diseases of Respiratory System ssesssssssssmsnssssns 11

Comparability Factor.

The Comparability Factor talkes into account the age and sex
structure of the loeal populsation as compared with that of EZmgland
and tinles as a whole, making it possible to compare loeal birth and
death rates with the corresponding national rates.






CENCUS

INFC 0w TION

1971

Total Population &, 360 %
Fre-5School - f
(0=4% incl.] 423 o
C. ILD sll School
(5-14 incl.) 540 .
PCEULATION
Total Children
(under 15} 965 S
TCTAL -
MALZS 15 - 64 Y.orking Population" 1,370 31.5
15 = 44 "Reproductive Fo ulation" 830 19
FEMALES
5 - GO Los 9.5
Females, 60 and over 555 12.5
ELDERLY
Moles, 65 and over 230 5.5
FRES0ONS
Total "nensionable! 785 17
COMFALTIV:E TABLE OF VITAL STATISTICS
572 1569 1966 1961 1951
Population
L,520 3,780 3,710 3,730 Ly 160
Mo, 79 B7 54 L2 55
Live Births
"ﬂ,jl. R..".'I‘.i‘.‘ 151.!! EE*; 1?-‘? 12&*" 12#6
No. MNil Mil Mil Hil ]
Stillbirths
Rate Nil Hil Nil MNil T0. 2
Total Live and |
No. 79 87 56| 42 57
Stillbirths ]
i
Mo 1 & Nil Nil 2
Total Infant
Deaths Rote 13 o Mil il 377
No. Nil Hil Nil Nil Wil
liaternal Desths
dnta. Wil Hil Nil nNil Nil
No. 6h 77 55 67 7h
Total uJeaths
adj. Rate 12.2 13.1 11.1 18.3 16.0
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FACVISICI! CF FIRSOHAL HEALTH
#ND AL-TED SERVICES.

Services under the Hetional Health Service nct and relrted
legiclation are provided by Lancashire County Council. For those
purpotes, Lees ferms part of Health Zivision Ho, 1h,- The divisicnal
Herlth Office is situated at '"Tylon', kiddleton Road, Chadderton.
(Tel: 051-62L-6251).

« hedienl Cfficer (Uspertrental) is bosed part-tine at high
Street Clinic.

T ITY SEAVICES

firs. F. H. L. Hughes of 7, Fern Cloze, Off Bridge Street, Saringhead,
(061-624=-0032) is enployed es Hidwife te serve the district. Relief
duties arc carricd out by other cidulives as NECESBOrY.

alTiE=N..T..L. CLINICS

.nte=notal clinics are held at the High 3treet Climic; Loes on
the second and fourth hondecy in each wenth from 2 p.m., to b pam.

(Tel. 061-624-4373).

Mrs. 5. iiing, Health Visitor, can be contacted ot the digh
atrect Ellnic, LB‘EE fl‘ﬂt.. 1!30 Palis g to E.IIJ Daiiey Etch ﬂftﬂmﬂﬂn, and
'.lﬂ'.m ﬁlt-'l-i-' to 1Dl3: @lalle

Cliniecs are held as followsi-

Child iHealth 2 pebis to & pum. cach .ednesdoy
Denteal G a.n. to 12 nocn each Jednesdey

Yelfare foods ar. obtainoble at the Child Welfore Sessions at the
High Strect Clinie.

HOEE NURSIHG

district Hursing service is provided by Health Division No. 14 and
the District Nurse living within this erca is lirs. ... .elsby of 130,
Saring Lane, Lees (Tel: 061-62L-9622) ,

.o mele nurse is available in certain ceses.
CHIRCECDY S_QVICZSS.

Chiropody Clinics are held at the Hich Strect Clinic every
Thursday from 9 a.m., to 12 noon and alternate Fridoy aftsrnoona

1-30 p.:. to 4.00 p.o., or othervise by appointuent.

AMBULLNCES SIRVLCIS.

The «obulance cerviece is adninmistered by declth Jdvision Ho. 1k
and is under radic-contrel from o Control Centre at Jhiteficld

({Tel: 051-766-6666).

VACCIN, TIGN .ND IidhUNIS. TiCH

arrengevents for immunisotion of infants against Diphtheria,
whooping Cough, Tetanus, Folicoyelitis and leasles; end of certain older
children against Geruan Measles, oy be made at the local clinic or
with individual gencral practitioners.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE LRE..

DRAINAGE 4MND SELER.GE

The distriet is drzined on a partially separate system, with
foul droinage conveyed to the Oldham sewering system via three recorder
chawbers, such flow being recorded in order that the proportionate costs
sewapge treatoent ot Slecks Valley Sewnge Werks, Chadderton, can be
arrived at.

Surfnce woter droinoge is ochieved by means of the river Medlock
and Thornley Brook, the latter stream linking with the river Medlock at
Holts.

One hundred and eleven noew dwellings wore connected to the
sewering systen during the year, each site being connocted to the
saparate system.

FUBLIC CLEANSING.

(i) Domestic Refuse Collection

A weekly collection of domestic refuse was maintained during the
year by means of on 5. & D. '"Fore gnd Aft' 20 cu,yds capacity rear=
loader collection vehiele manned by a driver/loader and two loaders. The
collection service has been sup>lemented on a regular basis by a 5 ton
Bedford tipping vehicle used for extra collections in the form of bulky
articles such as old furniture and domestic appliances,

Replacenent of dustbins is carried out by & local authority
scheme, the cost being borne by the rate fund; the typeo af dustbin
provided is the B.S. Mild Steel Galvanised taper bin 3& cu, ft. capacity,
fitted with a rubber 1lid. 201 'ustbins wore issued during
the year, 63 of which were issued to new properties.

{ii} Domestic Refuse Disgosal

Refuse collected during the year was disposed of at the Saddleworth
Urban District Council site at High Keor, Doctor Lane, Scouthead, where
the means of dispesal is by Centrolled Tipning.

(iii) Disposal of Old Motor Vehicles

arrengenents have been peintained with Messrs. .shoond Motors
(local vehicle dismaatlers) to ensure the removal and storage for
disposal of abandoned and derelict motor vehicles.

(iv) Street Cleansing.

The Lacre/Bedford Suction Sweeper was utilised during the yeor,
peruitting an efficient street cleansing servicej the nechine is fitted
with & wandering hose to casist with gully emptying operations.

RODENT CONTROL

One trained employee is engoged on a part time basis in this
service, Survey and inspection work is carried cut throughout the
district on a regular basis, individual complaints are promptly inspected
and treatments effected. Bi-annual maintencnce treatments were completed
during the yeor.

Mice infestations are treated by the use of alphachlorzlese and
in a few cascs traps have given success. Cousatetralyl is now used to
treat rat infostations.

61 mice infestotions and 39 rot infestations received treatment
during the year.

e






SANITLRY CCOMMOCATION

&#11 dwellings within the district are served by the water carriage
system. There are approximately 207 dwellings without seporzte fresh
water closet accommodnticn and 21 waste water closets remain for conversion
or removal.

Number of waste water closets, end 1972 21
Number of conversions during the year 1
Nupber of fresh woter eloscts 2094
Mupber of houses on water carriage systen 1867

SMORE ABATEMENT

Twelve obscervations were taken during the year on the three chimneys
connected to industrial furnaces in the district. Informal procedure achieved
the remedy of a minor fault at one installntion which occured on an @il burner.

WATER _ SUFPLY

The whole of the district is served with Upland Surface ‘ater by
the West Pennine Yater Board. The water is filtered at its spurce and
sterilized by the Chloramine process.

Five domestic water sapples were obtained during the year end
submitted to the Public Health Lekoratory. .ll were reportaed as
satisfoctory; complaints of o discoloured supply on cone ocoosion were
referred to the Jater .uthority who effected prompt remedial action.

arrangements on a rechargeable basis were eontinued by the Local
suthority for the cleansing of shared branch service pipes to blocks of
dwellings.

RIVERS ..ND STRE.INS.

The centrolling authority for the streams in the area is the
Hersey and Jeaver iuthority, the two larger streams being the River
Medlock cnd Thornley Brook (dood Brook).

Cleensing of both river beds is found to be necessary due to fly
tipping in the areon.

SANIT..RY INSPECTIONS
During 1972, 1749 visits were made to 1301 premises, namely:-

1540 visits to dwellinghouses
166 visits to shops
7 wvisits to schocls
%6 wvisits to foctories.

In dwellinghcouscs, 408 defects or nuisances were discovered and
329 of these were remcdied. 18 Statutory .batement Notices were served
in order to ensure that the necessary repairs were carried out, tegethar
with 127 Informel Notices. Inforual notices are found to obtain a
gsotisfactory romedy in the mpjority cnscs.

DISINFEST..TICH

10 dwellings (2 Council and 8 other dwellings) in the district
wera found to be infested to a small dagroe, with varicus types of insect.
Successful control measures werc gained by the use of contact insecticides
{powder, liquid and smcke generctors).
SCICOLS

There are &4 schools in the district. Each school is scrved with
peins water supply and connected to the drainage systen.

-15-
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FACTORIES

Prenises

(1)

MNumber
on

Hegister

(2)

Number of

(3)

Inzections

“ritten
Hotices

(&)

Cocupiers
Prosccuted

(5)

(i) Faectories in which Scct
1,2,3,%, & 6, are to ba
enforced by the Local
Authority

(ii) Factories not included
(i) in wvhich Secticn 7

enforced by the L.i.

(iii)Other preuises in which
Section 7 is enforced b
the L.... (Execluding out
vorkers promises.

ions

in
iz

15

¥

23

27

Total

18

50

Casces in which defects were

found

Perticulars

(1)

Murber of cases in which defacts
vere found

Nuchber of
cooes in

Resodied

(3)

Referred

which

(&)

Tﬂ H IF‘-I
Inspector

By Hebie

(5)

Inspector

prosecutions
wara
instituted

(6)

Want of cleanliness (51)
Overcrowding (32)
Unreascnable Teup. (5.3)
Incdequate ventilation(S.%4)
Ineffective drainage of
floors (S5.6)

Scnitary Convemicnces (5.7)
a) Insufficient

b) Unsuitable or defoctive
c) Not separate for sexes
Other offences agoinst the
act (Hot including offonces
releting to out-work)

-

Dutworkers

Secticn 133

Scction

134

No. of out=
workors in
fugust list
required by
Section 133
(1) (c)

(z)

Notura
of
wark

(1)

No. of cages
default in
sending lists
1o Council

(3)

Ha. of
prosecutions
for friling
te supply
lists

(L)

No. of
instances
of work in
unwhol eaone
preciscs

(5)

Pros=
ccut-
ions

Notices

Servaed

(6) (7)

azsecbly of
imes Crackers

Mochinist

- 19 -













