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Coumeil Offices,
Cress Strect,

1E%S,
iy, Oldham.
To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council of Lees,

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting for wour consideration
my Amual Report on the health of the distriet for 1956,

There were 48 births and 49 deaths during the year,

Only 22 eases of infectious disease were notifisd
during the whole year as compared with 79 in 1955. The seven
food poisoning cases werec part of 2 larger outbreak which
originated outside this district. The anrmual inerease in food
poisoning outbreaks generally which has occurred of late years
is sufficient indication that constant and repular supervision
of food premises is an essential measure towards the health
of the commmity.

It is a disappointment to have to refer to the complete
absence of amy progress in restect of slum clearance. Indeed, not
ene additional new house or flat was erected during the year, nor
dees there appear to be any immediate plan, short-term or leng-term,
for dealing with the problem, Housing conditions in lees as evidenced
by the fact that at .the year—end there were 170 dwelling houses
in the district which were uwnfit for habitation ont health grounds
are sertainly not such as to excuse neglect of this most important
health factor. Good housing is the foundation of a physically and
psychologically healthy commnity and without it all other health
measures are at the best, male do and mend measures.

From cur mevious experience of dysentery and growing
Inowledge about how this disease spreads, it is increasingly obvious
that the corwersien of pril and waste water closets to a fresh
water system is a health matter of some considerable importance,

As regards atmospheric pollution, it is clear that by
reagen of ite situation, any effective acticn by this Authority
must be planned in conjunction with its industrial neighbour,
Personally, I can see little prospect of any immediate progress
towards smoke control areas, but there is no reason why the smoke
pollution from factories should not be diminished,

Finally Mr. Chairman, I thank yon and the members of your
Committee far your unfailing courtesy and co-operatien throuchout
the year, I acknowledge gratefully the ever-willing help and
c ration given by Mr, Hallows, and I thmk Mr. Cropper Clerk of
the Council, for hi=s willing assistance.

Yours sincerecly,
T.P, O'GRADY

Yeodical Officer of Health.
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CAUSES CF DE.TH.

| 1956

1965 195k | 1953
Yibn - b { M, F, Total, Total  Total Total
Tuberculcsis — Respiratory = - 2 = -
- Other Forms, 152 = i & i
Infective & parasitic disease - - - 1 - -
Malignent neoplasms -
Stomach P i3 3 2 2 3
Lung & Eronchus | L fe 1 3 1 - -
Breast - - - - - 2
Herus - 1 1 - - -
_ Other sitea 3 4 9 3 5 3
Vascular lesiona of .
nervous erstem 2 L A 3 " 2
Corcnary disease, anginn B 1B 11 14 5 -
Hypertension with heart discase - - - 3 - -
Hher heart disease & ik g 11 i 25
Other circulsatory disease 2 - 2 5 T 5
Pricumanisa [ == - 1 1 2
Eronchitis L2 - 2 l 1 L
Other diseases of respiratory system, | - - - 2 1 ik
Ulcer of stamach and ducdernum s 2 - 2 2
Hephritis and nephrosis - - - 1 3 -
Hyperplasia of prostrate - - - il L -
Congenital mal fopmations -1 IR - i -
Other defined and ill-defined
‘ diseases, == 2 5 6 L
Motor vehicle accidents. - - - - - =
A1l other accidents i 1 1 i L
Suicide. - - - 2 - -
Tot2ls, 228 L9 : A8 BT 55
DISTRIGUT TON OF DEATHS,
Years | 1956 | 1955 1954 | 1953
(M, Py [Total Total Total Total.
| Under 1 -1 2t 1 2 2
- 1-2 - - - - 1 L -
| 3 =4 Lo b = = 1 { X
l 5-9 - - - - - -
10 =14 P = - - £ -
15 « 24 o - - - i
. 25 = L pad b - 2 = 1
L5 - AL [ 618 14 19 14 15
- Over 65 1 19 33 L5 29 35







SECTICH B

Prevalence of and Control over Infectious and
Other Diseases.

The mumber of chses of notifiable disease dropped sharply by comparison
with 1955. No case of measles was notified and dysentery notificsticns
dropped from 28 toc only 1. There were, however, 7 cases of food posioning
4 of which were part' of a larger outbreak affecting most of the

surrounding districtz, This nurber of food poisaning cases is the largest
for some years.

Again there were no cases of diphtheris or poliomyelitis
and there weres only 2 notifications of tuberculosis.

Tubercil osis,
i Hew Cases ' Deaths
|__Ages ! - i i B8
: _ Hex ; 5 Hon i Total
‘Respiratory ~ Hespiratery. Respiratory | Hespiratory. |  Cases
P M F M F M F | ¥ F iy F
il i
: D— — —_ — —_— — —_ - : —_ ; — —
l_ ! - - 1 ik e = . - ] - P - -
2—-. = ] — - P o= o= —_ —_ —_ - - -
3—5 _ - —_— —_— i - [ — — -— i -— -—
h— — -— — — — —_ — - ; -— —
5= = - - - - - - - i - 1
piri ) = = = = - = = ]2 ;=
i (O 1 s B o i = "
o Lh5-0 1 - - Poo= - | = | = - & 1A
I § i E ¥ ‘
. | ' '
Totsdls 1 - 1 — - - - = piy 233
el 1 - - : 26













SECTION €

The Lancashire County Council, wnder the Nationol Heslth
Sexrvice Act, is the responsible authority for the provision md
maintenance of rversmal health services, These services e.g.,

Maternity & Child Wel fare Services
Midwifery Services

Men+al Health Services

Home Help Services

Artulance Services

Care of School Children

Care of the Ared

Ceneral Welfare Services,

are administered under the Divisional Health Service Scheme by
Divisional Heslth Comittee No. 14 through the Divisional
Medical Officer, '"T+lon", Middleten Road, Chadderton (Tel: MAInG251) .

Ante-natal clinies are held fortnightly in the district and
child welfare clinics weekly. Mo school clinic facilities are
available so schodl children attend in other parts of the Division,
Une midwife is resident and employed to serve in the distriet as is
cne district nurse, Home helps are available for emergencies.

A charge is made for home help services dependent on the means
of the person helped.

Hospital fagilities are provided and maintained through the
Regional Hespital Board and Hospital Manapement Committees without
regard to local authority boundaries.

The examinaticn of pathclogical specimens and samples of milk,
ice—cream, water and other foods is undertaken, without charge
to the authority, by the Public Health Laboratory Service, Fublie
Health Laboratory, Monsall Hospital, Manchester 10,

The Urban District Couneil is responsible for those matters
1likely to affect or be concerned with the maintenance of high
standards of enviromental health, These include:

Inspection of houses re fitness for human habitation.
Control of infectious disease (Including food peoisoning).
Control of slaughtering facilities and inspection of meat.
Control of food and food preparing premises.

Provisim of suitable water supplies.’

Detection and prevention of nuisances,

Frevention of atmospheric pollution.

Control of rodent and insect infestations,

Collection and disposal of refuse.

Provision of sanitary accommodation and public conveniences.
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SECTIQ D

Sanitary Circumstances of the Area

Drainare and Sewerare,

The whole distriet is drained and sewered but the suthority possesses
no sewage disposal works, Sewage is conveved to sowers of the Oldkam
County Borough via three main junctions, the respective flows being
measured by Lea recorders, and is treated by that authority at their
disposal works in Slacks V=llewy, Chadderten.

Public Cleansing,

A weekly collection of household refuse is maintained throughout the
year, collection being direct firam household bins to a motor wehicle
and disposal by tipping, Tins are recovered for salvage whilst the
refuse is being hand levelled 2t the tip face and some paper is removed
for incineration on the tip {top.

Duatbing are replaced by the Council, the cost being borme by the
general rate funds,. 1324 dustbins were suprdlied during the yesr as
renlacements,

Mumber of movesble dustbins in the district is 1500,

Hodent Control.

No full-time rodent operative 1s employed, the necessary works being
carried cut by members of the road pang who have sttended Ministry
courses of Instruction in rodent destruction, The sewor systen receives
a twice yearly treatment irrespective of other matters and complaint=z of
rodent infestation handled as the circumstances permit, 33 infestations
ware successfully trested thouphout the year,

All houses in the district are on the woter carriage system although
not all possest a fresh water closet. 60 waste water clesets 'still
remain and progress in their elimination seems practically rnil., Net one
was canverted during the year under review,

Nurber of waste water closets (7]
Tumber of conversioms Nil
Numrber of fresh water closets 1537
MNunber of houses on vater

carriare system. 152L

am Abatement.

The authority co-operates in the joint scheme for the investigation
of atmospheric pollution formed by 17 local authorities and has one
lead perozide puage for the determination of sulphur pollutisn erected
in the Cemetery grounds.

Smoke emissions from factory chimmeys during the year did not call
for sny action other than warnings, but electrificotion of workplaces
centinues to be the greatest help in reducing smoke emissions.






Water Supply.

The district is served by upland surface water from the Oldham
County Borcugh supply. Filtration and ctlorination by the cloramine
process takes place at the source of the supply and 17 bactericlerical
and 4 chemical tests taken by the supplying authority were all reported
as satisfactory during the year, Two bactericlogical samples taken

in the district were alsc reported as satisfactory.

Sanitarvy Inspections,

915 visits were made to 366 premises during the yesr consisting of
265 gwell Inphouses
B shops and business premises
10 factories
5 schocls, 4
In the dwellinghouses 217 defeets or nuisances were found and during
the yoar 204 of these matters were remedied, It was found necessary
in 7 cases to serve forml notices to ensure that the repairs were
carried out, but otherwise 34 informal notices and peramal visits
obtained the desired results.

4 houses were found to be vermineuis but each infestation responded
to DOT treatment and was satisfactorily cleared,

No legal acticn was called for dwring visits to the shops and
generally conditions are satisfactory,

There ere 5 schools in the district, one being a private school.
Although each is drained and has a water supply, iwo schools still
possess and have to make use of obsolete trough-type clesets, four
schocls have wnsatisfactory washing facilities and three schools
have unsatisfactory drinking water facilities,

There are 24 factorics with mechanical power, 3 factories without
mechanical power, and 1 other premises requiring visiting for the purpose
of the Factory Acts., & wisits were made to factaries with mechanical
power and 2 vigils Lo factories withoutl such power. Hlo notices or
prosecutions under the Act were found necessary,

Rodent Control Work,

Local  Dwelling Cther = Agri-
hutherity houses |Premises cultural

Wumber of properties
in the district 1ie Sl i B 266 &

liumber of preperties
inspected 3 76 3 -

Humber of properties
found infesved br o

Rats = Major - - - -
- Minor o] 25 2 -

Mice = Major : = - - -
Mincr, 3 - 2 ek -

Humber of infssted
properties treated by ; |
| lecal authority. A 3 -
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SECTICN

Inspection and Supervision of Food.
The majority of the shops in the district sell foodstuffs of cne type

or another, Gt of 90 shops there are no less than 72 selling food for
human censumption, The various trades are represented ns under:
General grocers A
Greengrocers 5
Fishmongers 1
Butchers a8
Fish Fryers T
Bakersﬁmfectimera 10
Sugar confeclticners A
Imns, elubs, ete, 12
Others. 2
Total...... T2

During the year it was found necessary to issue condemnation certificntes
in respect of 24L& 1bs of food from the above shops, Shopkeepers
foartunately show no hesitation in calling for 2 second opinion vwhen food

appears bad, There were the foods concerned:

Baceon 35k 1bs
Cheese 15 1bs
Chocalate 33 1bs
Coccnut E 1bs
Fish Cakes 1 1b

Boiled Ham 23 lbz
Lincheon Meat G- 1bs
Pork Pics 1% 1bs
Sausazes 18 1bs
Tomatces 6 1bs
Tengue 3 1bs
Tirned Food (54 tins, 115 1ba

Samml ing of foods is enrriad out by officers of the Laneashire

cmﬂlt}' chﬂ S't-"-'if'.r Elﬂd. Dri srcn G&'ﬂﬂE—', Elntj EI-S! Fl !‘E!l'- IC"'Si ¥ jﬂfm

me that during the year 7 samples of foodstuffs were chbtained in the

district.

samples
fl

2

1

1 n

2 1]

1 n
Ly samples of milk (including 6

were taken during the wyear and all

The one sarmple was reported by the

extraneocus water,

samples of his milk taken,

Thure are 33 distributers of milk in the district,

Sauce
Datmenl

Gluccse "D
White pepper
Peoper compound,

samples of Channel Islands milk)
bar one were found to be gerwine,
County An~lyst to contain 2,3 of

The véndor of the milk was eautioned and further

Omly heat

treated milk may be retailed and 24 of the distributors sell only

gterilized milk.






The cne slaughterhouse contimued to be used throushout the
yaar, the record being as under,

- nm—aaas

Cattle | " Sheep
excl. Cows [Calves & Pigs
SRR T R o cows. lambs

Mumber killed 3g L3 = = S

Humber inspected. i b - - -

A1 diseases excent
Tuberculosis and

Cysticercosis ;
Whole carcases ecndemred — = = = =

Carcases of which
sane part or organ was ; :
arndorned & #] = = [ -

Percentage of number inspected . ' _ ,
affected with disesnse other ’ '
than tuberculesis ; f ;

and cysticercosis. 15.39 ¢ 2.9 - - R

Whole earcases conderned e T A - S

Carcases of which scme part - =
or argan was condermmed 20 - = -

Percentare of mumber inspected _ _
affected with tuberculosis 512 20.9 - - - |

Cysticercosis onlv.

Whcle carcases condemned . e R - =
Carcases pf which

gome part of organ was .
condemned. - - = = o

Carcases refrigerated _ - - - = =

The following amounts of meat were found to
ke mmfit for food at the slaughterhouse.

Tuberculosis Carcase meat 201bs
Offal 12841 bs
Other discase Carcasc meat 8lhs
Offal YRS

The condemed ment is disposed of by incineration
in nearby mill boilers,


















