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REPORT.

—_

HE year 1925 is the third year since the Leek Rural Area

was reduced in acreage and population by the trans-

ference of a portion of the parish of Norton to the
County Borough of Stoke-on-Trent. The acreage ex
tends to 66,587 acres, and is divided into 22 parishes
and parts of three others. The population, as caleculated by the
Registrar-General, 1s 14,610, a decrease of 10 over the previous
vear. The census population of 1921 was 14,806. The number
of inhabited houses (1921) were 3,625, whilst the number of

families or separate occupiers numbered 3,699,

The births numbered 275—146 males and 129 females. Of
these, 13 males and 3 females were illegitimate, or practically
6 per cent of the total births, The birth-rate for 1925 was 18.8

per 1,000 of the population—.5 above that for England and
Wales.

The deaths numbered 180—91 males and 84 females. No fewer
than 22 persons belonging to the district died, and were regis-
tered outside the area, and were transferred in. Eight of
those deaths occurred in the North Staffordshire Infirmary,
four in the Leek Union Infirmary, two in the Leek Memorial
Cottage Hospital, two in the Buxton Cottage Hospital, and
one each in the Leek Isolation Hospital, Bucknall Isolation
Hospital. Nursing Home, Hartshill: War Memorial Hospital,
Congleton, Ilkley and Cannock. The death rate was 12.3. that of
England and Wales being 12.2, -

There were 24 deaths of infants under 1 vear, which gives
a death rate of 76.7 per 1,000 births, compared with 75 for

England and Wales, Whooping Cough was the cause of 2
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deaths, and Enteritis 2. Premature Birth was the cause of
8 of the 24 deaths—33} per cent.

One case of Ophthalmia Neonatorum was reported but re-

covered without impairment of vision.

The following table gives the Notifiable Diseases reported
during the year:—

Total Admitted to

Cases. Hospital. Deaths.
Diphtheria ... ... ... 15 ...... Be Wl 0
Scarlet Fever ... ... ... ™ ...... B L e 2
Pneumonia ... ... ... -1 1 ST 0 0
Erysipelas ... ... ... - L o L o 0
Puerperal Sepris ... -, A o LA 1
Encephalitis Lethargica 2 ... | h - 1
Poliomyelitis ... ... ... | e 7 S 0
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 ... B 0

The number of cases of Tuberculosis reported was 30—24

pulmonary and 4 non-pulmonary. The age distribution was:—

TUBERCULOSIS.
NEW CASEs, 'r DEATEHS.
H = N =
= on - oL -
,ﬁ.g\a Periods : [1'::_!.Emum;‘.r:_|.-_ I‘:.:Il:nu:mi:ry_ ﬁ | Ff.::ll,mmuii"r_r l"ul|1|r|.'rl:u't|.{_'|.' ﬁ
— _|l — e
Under 1 |
1to 5 o 1]
6 ,, 10 B wie 1 2
o ;18 R s
15 .80 | & 1 x 5 |
203 T 25 S i) e | & : il wne 1
he croge J giotsy a2 il el 1
% . odb | 1.8 i 0 2
i 88 | el 1
o0 ,, 66 | 8 ... 1 4 2 Al 1
Over 65 1R [ 1
Pkt oe | B i 18] % s BT 6
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In this district there seems to be no wilful neglect in re-
porting cases of Tuberculosis, and it is rare to find a death from

this disease which has not been previously notified.

During the age period, 5 to 15, which covers the school age,
there were 10 deaths. Although the incidence of infectious
diseases among school children has been very considerable—10
cases of Diphtheria and 49 of Scarlet Fever occurring between
5 and 15 vears of age—there has only been one death in all these

R E{L1

The notification of Infectious Diseases amongst the children

attending the schools in the district is as follows:—

January, Influenza—Onecote and Bradnop.
Scarlet Fever—Baddeley Green and Brownedge.
February, Influenza—Onecote and Grindon.
Scarlet Fever—Baddeley Green and Brownedge.
March, Influenza—Grindon.
Scarlet Fever—Brownedge.
April. Scarlet Fever—Horton.
May, Measles—Meerbrook; Whooning Cough—Longnor,
Scarlet Fever—Brownedge.
June, Whooping Cough—Fawfieldhead.
Scarlet Fever—Horton,
July, Whooping Cough—Fawfieldhead,
August, Diphtheria—Warslow.
September, Measles—Meerbrook ; Whooping Cough—
Warslow.  Diphtheria—Baddeley Green,
October, Scarlet Fever—Brownedge,

November, Measles—Quarnford.
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December, Diphtherin—Baddeley Green; Scarlet Fever—
Brownedge ; Whooping Cough—Rushton, Norton
Green, Reapsmoor and Bradnop. Measles—
Reapsmoor: Norton and Brownedge.,  Chicken

Pox—Brownedge and Endon.

The Council has made no arrangements for professional nurs-
Iin,: in the Home. 1In a sparsely-populated distriet, it is much
more difficult to arrange for proper attention to the sick than
it is when there is a community to deal with. Where there are
serious cases of illness in the district it is probably better for all
to have the patient removed to a proper Hospital where the case
can have constant professional attention. The County Counecil
provides nurses for measles, but so far as T am aware, no advan-
tage has been taken of it in this district, and until there are more
houses there is very little chance of the services of such nurses
being requisitioned, as the practical question of where is she to

sleep, would arise.

The number of Midwives remains the same as last year, viz.,
six. The motor buses may make it better for the town nurses
to visit their country patients, but, of course, these are of no

practical good for the confinements.

We have no Maternity or Child Welfare Centres, and no Day
Nurseries. There are three Health Visitors—two wholly and one
partly, for the distriet, who have also to visit the schools and the
tuberculosis cases. These ladies are most energetic, and during

1925 put in more than 7,000 visits.

There are no establishments for the treatment of venereal dis
ease ‘n the district. The proximity of the North Staffordshire
Infirmary, where suitable provision is made for the treatment of

such eases renders it unnecessary for further facilities.
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Tinster's Wood Hospital, very central for the most populous
portion of the area. most beautifully situated and isolated, is the
property of the Council., It has 12 beds and is used for Scarlet
Fever only, During 1925, 82 cases were admitted to the Hospital.
All Diphtheria cases are sent to Leek Urban Isolation Hospital,
and all the expenses thereby incurred are borne by the Rural

Mistrict Couneil.

[n regard to Tuberculosis, the Tuberculosis Officer attends at
Norton and Leek weekly, where he may be consulted by those
suffering from tubereulosis disease, and there is no doubt that his
experience and expert advice are largely taken advantage of.
The means of transit by motor buses. additional trams, ete.,
renders it easy for patients from the country to come to the
Dispensaries, and when the case has reached the stage that forbids
or renders impossible such an easy journey, a visit to the Tuber-

culosis Dispensary can be of no practical value in the large

majority of cases,

There is a Smallpox Hospital at Bagnall, within the district.
This Institution is the property of the North Staffordshire Joint

Smallpox Hospital Board, and has accommodation for about 60
patients,

The available Hospitals for the district, all of which are situ-
ated without, are, the North Staffordshire Infirmary, situnted in
Stoke, where the most serious cases are taken, and nractically ail
from west of Endon.  The Leek Cottage Hospital, situated in
Leek, and 1n the centre of the district, also proves useful, bus
practically all the old, helpless, bedridden cases find their way
ultimately to the Leck Workhouse Infirmary, which to a large
extent might be characterised as a Home for Incurables. This is

also the only Institution in which unmarried mothers are confine!
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at the public expense: and for illegitimate children the Work-
house is the only home provided. When over 3 vears of age, the
Guardians have these children transferred to Stafford. where they

are boarded in the Home of the Stafford Guardians.

For the convevance of Infections Cases to Hospital, there is
an Ambulance attached to both Tinster's Wood and the Leek
Isolation Hospital, and for non-infectious and aceident cases there
is a2 Motor Ambulance stationed in Leek, the services of which are

available to residents in the Rural Area at a reasonable charge.

The Sanitary Staff of the Counei] consists of the M.O.H. and
the Sanitary Inspector. who holds the Certificate of the Sanitary
Institute,

Arrangements are made by the County Council for examina-
tion of Diphtheria Swabs by the County Laboratory Lichfield.
and this is larzely taken advantage of, and no cases are allowed
to leave the Hospital until a swab has heen sent for examination
and the result is negative. Arrangements for “he Bacteriological
E<amination of Venereal Cases are also made by the County
Couneil.

The totil number cf new houses erectcd dering the year
was 44.

The subject of Housing 15 still important, but not so urgent
as in the past few years in this area. There 15 not any great
shortage, and the general housing condition has improved.
Private enterprise has remedied to a considerable extent the
admitted want. The few cases of overcrowding which have been
dealt with during the vear were i large measure due to members
of ihe family in tenancy marrying, very often without the means
to support a home, and thus increasing the demands on the

parental roof.  Generally the sanitary condition of the houses
and the comfort and well-heing of the people in this district are

imoroving.
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Leek Rural Distriet extends to 66,567 acres, with an esti-
mated population of 14,610
Number of inhabited houses for 1921, 3,625,
Number of families, or separate occupiers in 1921, 3,699,
Rateable value, £

Sum represented by a penny rate, £

Two wvital statisties for 1925—

Births. Total M. F.
Legitimate ... ... ... 239 .. 133 ... 126
Illegimitate ... ... ... 16 ... 13 ... 3
275 ... 146 ... 129 Birth-rate, 18.8
Deaths ... ... ... ... 180 ... 84 ... 96 Death-rate, 12.3

Number of women dving in or in consequence of childbirth, 3.
Deaths of infants under 1 vear per 1,000 births, 76.7.
Legitimate, 22 ;illegitimate, 2; total, 24,

Deaths from Measles, all agzes, 0.

Deaths from Whooping Cough, all ages, 2.

Deaths from Diarrheea, under 2 vears of ave, 2.

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES DURING 1825.
Total Admitted to

Cases.  Hospital. Deaths.
Diphtheria ... ... ... i - 7 TR 05 - 0
Bearlet Fever ... ... ... 84 L.l S G 2
Pneumonia ... ... ... ... 20 ... 1 10
Erysipelas ... ... B e 0
Puerperal Sepsis ... 3 < 1
Encephalitis Lethargica 2 ... — e 1
Ophthalmia Neoratorum ! 1 0
Poliomyelitis ... ... ... 1 0 ... 0

H. KELSO WATSON.



Table I. -Leek REural Districet.
ViTAL STATISTICS OF WhaoLe DisTricT DURING

1925 AND PREVIOUS YEARS.

Toran DEATHS : - NET DEA 2 BELOXNGING -
Popn- Binrhs, |.:'|-|I.-;-:'|'+:l1:l+l: Irjw' 1 "E;L:[:.Ei“ e 7 J-:T;é"m_-q;:n;;. T
Yrun lation FHE LI3rnicr. K ; T T =
- . te':.';'!il:::llllﬁii N g 7.1[__'HLHII_!-I'r1..|l'l_"$l- ’ OF A;;H_h‘ -4|.Lliﬁl‘!3.
1'[_ each Un- | Num- Num- |:::;|:LI::_11;LI::_-_I¢L1I::I:!I 1 | ate per Tl
Year, benrreeted | De - Hate T Hate Tii Lh it kha ?'1|11r|1-_ ‘:‘I;IIHJ H!::m- Rate
Numbes . District. | Distriet. | ber l'fi:t1r:1 r 1p. 1000
1 2 3 | A g o 8 9 10 | 12 | o1
— s | - —i__"' _.—I-.-.-_— —— —
| Deaths ] | 5
1919 | sirehs | 372 | 372 |236) 190 |12°6) 11 | 25 24| 64'5] 204|135
i i i |
1920 | 15680 | 377 ' 377 2404 158 [(007] & 18 |33 87 [ 168 10y
1921 | 16190 | 394 | 394 ' 24°3] 172 : 1o°6 6 22 29 | 736] 188 116
1922 | 14800 | 295 | 295 19‘991 193 1305] 3 | 29 | 23 77°96| 219 147
I 1
[ | |
1923 | 14490 | 254 | 260 17'9| 136 | 9 3 1 | 2= L7y O53l weal o
|
1924 | 14620 | 257 271 llSj 152 (12°4 3:-| 32 20 | 73'8] 181122
|___._ 1 - = —
i [
1925 | 14610 | 264 | 275 ‘153 159 |Iﬂ'8 5 | 22 24 | 76:7] 176 121

*Rates in Columns 5

NoTE.—The deaths to be inclnded in column 6 of
those registered during the yvear as having actually
division. The deaths to be included in Column 12
corrected by the subtraction of the number in Co
che number in Column 9.

this table ara

are the number i
lumn 8 and the

Area of District in acres)
(land  and  inland | v8, %87
water).

Number of inhatited houses................

Average number of persons par house.,

Total population at all ages (estimated)

» 1y and 13, caleulated per 1000 of estimated population.

the whole of

oecurred within the districs or

n Column 6,
addition of

ansannans L4 40D
Biganiases T 3,2‘3
sarassaranenenLEs 4.3
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Table III. Leck

Rural District.

&
F]
CAUSE OF DEATH. | &
& |
1 a
Enteric Fever
Small-pox
Measles e e A
Searlet Fever ... ... ... | 4
Whooping Cough ... ... ...| 2
Diphtheria ... ... .. o o
Influenza ... e anmll 0D
Encephalit's Letlmlgma ' | 1
Meningitis ... . 2
Tuberculosis of Respi’ ty Eu m! b
Other Tuberculous Diseases ...
Cancer, Malignang Iisease ...| 19
Rhieumatism gan | A =
Rheumatiec Fever ... ... ...
Diabetes ... | G
Cerebral Ha‘-'mmlha;_p ete. ...| M4
Heart Disease ... ... ... ! 29
Arterio sclerosis I
Bronchitis ... |l
Pneumonia (all rl.'lliil"ﬂ sl ik
‘ther Respiratory Diseases ...| |
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum | )
Diarrheea, ete, (under 2 years) =
Appendicitis_and Typhblitis ... | 1
Cirrhosis of Liver I

=

Acute and Chronic Ne |:'|1t"1tt=- |
Puerperal Sepsis :

OQther Accidents and Diseases

of Pregnanecy and Parturit:on
meumlul Debility and Mal- |

f[numimn Premature Rirth | 4
Scicide ... .. : !
Other Deaths from ‘.mlenm =B
Other Defined Diseases 25
Canses ill-defined or unknow n| 1

Tobals 73

o e R
gi“gﬂg'*g,:g'ﬂga-g
R [ R
e V) B =
| s
| | .
1 LAl g
3 |
]
' 8
! 1
1 1 ,
' 4| 1
| ’ 6
1 1
|
i ‘
gl | B
| 2 | a8
g -1 | 2| 1
Lif o ‘3 i
| | | |
| | l
2: |
| % ‘ [
. ! ' , i
s e
T S
[ a |
14 | ! ! | |
o | | |
I fhj -4 i | 1]
1| 1| | | 2] 5
|| BN
o= S | ! .
24 4I o | 10 | 4||H|:u

— 65 and
= upwards.

13

Iy =

S0




Table IV. - Leelk ERural District.

1925.—Infant Mortality.

Nett Deaths fram stated causes af various ages wnder Que Vear of Age

CAUsSE OF DEATIL

Small pox

Chicken-pox

Measles

Scarlet Fever

W hooping Cough
Diphtheria . Croup
Erysipelas

Abdominal Tuberceulosis

Other Tuberculons Diseases ..,

Cerebro Spinal Meningitis
Meningitis (Not Tuberculous)
Couvulsions

Influenza

Laryngitis

Bronchitis

M'neamonia all forms
Diarvhosa,

Enteritis

Gastritis

Syphilis

Rickets

Suffocation, overlying
Injury at Birth
Atelectasis

Congenital Malformations
Premature Birth

Atrophy, Debility, and Marasmus ..
Accident wee

Cther (ayses
111 defined Diseases

Congenital Debility ...

9.12 months

1 month
L-3 months

lovwal under
3-6 months

-3 months

4-4 weeks

Total
deaths
under
One

Y oar

]

=]

LGrand Totals

24




Table V.
Causes of Death in Leek Rural District, 19265,

Cavses or DEATH. | Males Females
ALL CAUSES, R 06
Enteric Fever
Measles
Scarlet Fever e R e 1
W hooping-congh z
Diphtheria and Croup 1
Influenza s 2 4
Eucephalitis I.Etl]:ll‘j{lf"ﬂ. i 1
Meningococeal Meningitis 2
Tuberculo:is of rez.pmnmrjr system o L= 1
Other Tuberculons Diseases '
Cancer, malignant disease g | 1l
Rheumatic Fever . | 1
iMabetes 1
Cerebral Hmmorrhage, &e. 1 T
Organic Heart Disease i 13 i
Arteria-sclerosis = h 3
Bronchitis 2 7 4
Pneumonia (all furms} 3] ¥
Other Respiratory Diseases 2 2
Uleer of stomach or duodenum 1
Diarrhea &e. (under 2 years) ... 1 !
A[:pem'lwitis and Typhlitis I
Cirrhosis of Liver 1
Acute and chronie nephrltls 1 |
Puerperal Sepsis '
Parturition, apart from puer puml fever !
Congenital Debility, &e. | ] )
Suicide 1
Other deaths from violence 2 '
Other defined diseasecs 8 14
Causes ill-defined or unknown
Peaths of Infants under 1 year of ag= 1 13
Megitimate : : . ! 1
Total Biiths Hh [ 129
Lesitimate o I 33 126
Hlegitimate e 13 3
MorviaTiox (£ Births and Deaths) : 14,610

General Register Office,
Somarzet House,
London, W, C.2
Mareh, 103,
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Staffordshire County Council.

TABLE VII.

SUMMARY of SANITARY WORK done in the Sanitary Inspector's Department
during the year 1925, in the Rural District of Leek.

Number of

Abhatement

MNuisanves Als-
tad after notice

Notices, by
{Tuspect-| | e T
|l|mu anid |I::|Fl||-rl1l-||."nr|:||:1'|
[Obaerv- | Defectalnl bv In !'h? Au= fleepeet-fAnthor-
ationg | found. jpector. [ihority ar, iy,
e,
Foul Conditions 23 11 11 11
Structural Defecta i 84 4D 30 3h
Dwellinghonses and Schools 1200 | 76 G i
I.m'lgmg:_ houses | |
Dairies and ‘hll]k'-:hnpﬁ & } g2 | 12 12 12
Cowsheds o
Balkchouses ... it S 10 ‘ 0 0| i
Slaughter houses 126 O 2 | 9
(‘anal Boats P 0 u 0
Ashpits and Privies ... e | 145 27 29 27
Deposits of Refuse and Manure ... | 17 J 2 2
Water Closets el
ouse Defective Traps A I 1i I
Drainnge! No Disconnection | =4 | 21 2l | 21
| Other Faults o T 1; g 9
Water Supply... i : : :
Pigsties Y i 0 U 0 0
Animals :mpmpuliy kept 0 0 0
Offensive Trades .| °8 1 1 I
Smoke Nuisances
Other Nuisances o
Torars... | 809 290 | 220 .I i)
]
Number of Seizures : e
Unwhole- | Condemned by Magistrate ... .
some food | Prosecutions for exposing for sale ... o | Ril
Convietions ditto iitto 2
[ Samples taken for Analysis :
Food and . Number found Adulterated, &e. £
Drugs Act |'LE’ roceeding< taken e : 4 Nil
Number of Convictions.. . -~ N
Samples of Water taken fm h]ul:,rﬁh
» ¥ ::t:lulemnul as unht for ua.e | Nil
Precautmnfs against mfectmus disease.
Lots of Infected Bedding Disitifected or Destroyed ¥ 7
Houses Disinfected after Infections Diséase, .. 115
Sehools ditto ditto
Chapels ditto ditto = i e
Prosecutions for not Notifying Existence of Infectious Disease
Convictions iitto ditto L } =
Prosecutions for Exposure of Infected Persons or things. .. Nil
Convictions ditto ditto,.. i

NOTE.—When an luspection or Notice embraces more than one defect, it may be enumerated
separately as regards each sach defect.

SMyned Geo, Ld, Hewlett,
Nanitary Inspector.



Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for
1025, for the Rural District of Leek.

Factories, Workshops, Workplaces, and Homework.

1. INSPECTION.
(Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors).

! MNumher of

s Inapwctions. ' \;:'Ii['ll;‘:_':' i Prosecutions
Factories (inclading Factorv Laundries) s - |
Workshops (including Workshop Laundries)... .. 11 !
Workplaces iother than Outworkers Premises in- :
cluded in part 3 of this Report).. . | | !
Total .. 11 |
2. DEFECTS FOUND in Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.
| o I
i Mumber of Delects '
= o e Number
Particalars, | Referced tol ; of
| Found. [Remedied. H. M, Prosesutions
| Inspector. | N
Nuisances under the Public Health Acls -— | : .
Want of cleanliness wil
Want of ventilation | |
Overcrowding oy |
Waunt of drainage of floors
Other nuisances ... - -
T 1insufﬁ.cient ., !
h“""}“rF accommnda- 4 unsuitable or defective 0 )] | 0
than | not separate for sexes.. | See footinote. |
|
Ofences under the Factory and Workshop Aets: — | |
Ilegal occupation of underground bakehouse | |
(S. 101) i ... None ! ,
Breach of special sanitary requirements for | '
bakehouses (85, 97 to 100), .. et N_:'mﬁ :
Other offences e ..., None .
I |
(Excluding off-nces relating to outwork which|
are included in Part % of this Report. .
Taotal | 0 0 | 0

* See. 2 of the Public Health Acts, Amendment Act, 1890, has been auinptcul. Lut no
standard has been fixed by the Council.
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Return made 1925.—Annual Report.

HOUSING CONDITIONS.
STATISTICS.
Year ending December, 1622,
1.—GENERAL.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses of all classes

(2) Number of working-class dwelling houses

(3) Number of new working-class houses erected
i4) Temporary dwellings

2.—UNFIT DWELLING HOUSES.
1 —INSPECTION.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing de-
fects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected and re-
corded under the Housing (Inspection of District)
Regulations, 1910 ... i

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to he in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation ...

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-heading) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ...

[i. —REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE
OF FORMAL NOTICES.

e E LR

.
=

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse- |

quence of informal action by the Loeal Authority or their
officers

III.—-ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS.

A. Proceedings under section 28 of the Housing, Town Plan |

ning, &e., Act, 1919.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit
(a) by owners
(h) by Local Authority in default of owners

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in resepet of which

Closing Orders become operative in pursuance of
declarations by owners of intention to close

3287

33
1

24



B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were  served r{rqmrmf_: clpicrts to be
remedied . P

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in u.lurh e i'm:ts were
remedies : —

(a) by owners ; 5
(b) by Local Authority in dehult nF OWNers ..

C. Proceeding« under sections 17 and 18 of the Housing,
Town Planning, &ec., Act, 1909,

(1) Number of representations made with a view to
making of Closing Orders

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect uf whlth
Closing Orders were made

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of nhwh
Closing Orders were determined, the dﬂelhng-
houses having been rendered fit

(4) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of “hlch
Demolition Orders were made

(3) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in persu-
ance of Demolitionn Orders s

3. —UNHEALTHY AREAS.

Areas represented to the Local Authority with a view to

improvement Schemes under (a), Part I., or (b), Part IL., ﬂfl

the Act of 1890 : —
(1) Name of area
(2) Acreage
{3) Number of “mkmg-class houses in area
(4) Number of working-class persons to be displaced

4.—Number of houses not complying with the building bye-
laws erected with consent of Local Authority under section 25
of the Housing, Town Planning, &ec., Act, 1919 :

5.—Staff engaged on housing work with, briefly, the duties
of ewch officer : Council’s Surveyor,

e

None

1


















