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City of Ileeds.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Commattee.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The record of the year 1947 is, in the main, a good one with many
solid achievemenis.

The statistics for the year are set out in detail in the body of the
Report and I select only a few items of special interest for comment here.

The birth-rate increased from the already high figure of 20-5 in
the previous vear to 22-1. This is the highest figure since 1920 when
it was 25'0 and compares with an average of 17-8 for the previous
five years. High birth-rates are a wusual feature of post-war vyears
and 1t is a malter of conjecture how long the present high rates wnll
continue.

Maternal mortality reached a new low record of 081 per 1,000
total births (live and still). The rate for last yvear was 1-18 and the
average for the previous five vears was 1-80. The number of deaths (g)

15 also a new low record. Against this must be set a rise in the infantile

mortality rate to 51 as against 41 in 1946 and averages of 49 and 55
for the previous five- and ten-year periods respectively. A special
investigation info the causes of death in young children is in progress
and I hope that it may suggest profitable lines of action against this
problem.

Deaths from tuberculosis (all forms) showed an increase from 288
in the previous vear to 342. Against this may be set a small decrease
in the notifications of tuberculosis (all forms).

The diphtheria figures for the year are most gratifying. Confirmed
cases reached a new low record of 51 with only one death. Average
figures for the previous five vears were 315 cases and 11 deaths. The
city's energetic immunisation campaign must be given full credit
for this dramatic fall which must be a matter of particular satisfaction
to the Committee and to the staffs of various sections of the Health
Department who have energetically popularised diphtheria immunisa-
tion. There can be no question of resting on our lawrels, for only by
maintaining a high level of immunisation can the present low incidence
be continued.
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Natural and Social Conditions.

Area.—38,296:5 acres.

Population.—The Registrar General’s estimate of the civilian
population of the city at the mid-year of 1947 was 492,140.

Dwelling-houses.—The total number of occupied dwelling-
houses in the city at December, 1947, was 15I1,797.

Rateable Value.—The rateable value of the city in 1947 was
£3,819,135 and the sum represented by a penny rate was
£15,792. The corresponding figures for 1946 were 3,949,120
and £15,608.

VITAL AND MORTAL STATISTICS.

Marriages.—The number of marriages which took place in the
city during the year was 5,195, corresponding to a marriage rate of
21-I as compared with 4,979 and a rate of 20-7 for the previous year
and an average of 4,415 and 1g-2 for the previous five years.

The provisional marriage rate for England and Wales for 1g47
was 18-5 as compared with 17-g for the previous year.
L

Births.—The nett number of births credited to the city during
the year was 10,875 as compared with g,886 for the previous year,
an increase of g8g. The birth-rate was 22-1 per 1,000 of the civilian
population, as compared with 2o0-5 for the previous year and an
average of 17-8 for the previous five years.

The birth-rate was the highest since 1920 when it was 25-0.

The birth-rate for the city was lower than the rate of the 126
large towns, which was 233 per 1,000 of the civilian population,
but higher than that of England and Wales taken as a whole, which
was 205 per 1,000 of the total population.

Excess of Births over Deaths.—The excess of births over deaths,
or the * natural increase of the population,” was 4,082 as compared
with 3,272 in 1946 and an average of 1,217 for the previous ten years.
This is the largest natural increase recorded since 1921, when the

figure was 3,859.
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Stillbirths.—The nett number of stillbirths for the year was 306

or 2-7 per cent. of the total births registered. The corresponding
figures for the previous year were 299 and 2-9 per cent. Calculated
per thousand of the population the rate for stillbirths was 062 as
compared with 0-62 for the previous year, The rate for England and

Wales was o-50. Of the 300 nett stillbirths 280 or g1-5 per cent.
were legitimate and 26 or 8-5 per cent, were illegitimate.

No. of Per cent. Rate per
Year. stillbirths of total 1,000

registered.* births. population.
1936 .. 320 (21) 4-2 065
1937 ..| 313 (17) 41 0-64
1938 .. 329 (19 41 0-67
1939 ..| 397 (19) 42 062
1040 .. 282 (27) 39 0-61
1941 ..| 259 (29) 39 0:55
042 .. 278 (32) 34 060
1943 .. 250 (22) 32 0°55
1044 .. 262z (23) 30 0-58
1945 ..| 248 (38) 31 055
1946 .. 209 (29) 2-9 0-02
1947 .. 306 (26) - 0-H2

* Tllegitimate Stillbirths in brackets.

Deaths.—The nett number of civilian deaths was 6,793 as
compared with 6,614 for the previous year, an increase of 179.
The corresponding death-rate was 13-8 as compared with 13-7 for
the previous year and an average of 13'7 for the previous five years.

The death-rate for England and Wales was 12-0 and that of
the 120 large towns, 13-0.

Causes of Death.—The principal causes of death were, in
order of numerical importance, organic heart disease, cancer,
cerebral haemorrhage, bronchitis, arterio sclerosis, pulmonary
tuberculosis and pneumonia which together accounted for 5,036
deaths or 74-1 per cent. of the total deaths. Last year (1940)
this group of diseases was responsible for 5,011 or 75-8 per cent.
of the total deaths.
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DeatHs v AGe Groups (NETT), 1937-1947.

Together with the percentage of the tntal deaths, represented by each group
(in italics).

| ' Q
Under |

Year.| -1 1-2 | 25 5 5-15 |15-25 | 25-45 45-65 65+ | Total.
| | |

401 72 73 | 102 190 | 622 (1,026 |3,097
1937 I

| T lesrs
| 7°5%| T°1%)| 1-1%| 1-5%| 2°9%)| 9°5%|29° 3% 47°1%)

i 490 04 81 | 100 I?II 584 1,802 izrg63
1938 '

|7 |e,255
| | 7:8%| T-0%)| 7:3%) T-6% 2:7%| 9-4%28-8% 47°4%

| 4or 54 61 74 | 155 | 580 |1,860 |3,350
1939 6,535

| 6-2%| 08%)| 0-9%| I'I%| 2-4%| 8-9%28"5%|57°3%

305| 62| 60| 73| 168 | 646 |2,000 |3,514

1940 f | 6,018
5-7%)| 0:9%| 0-9%)| I-I%| 2:4%| 9°3%(28-9%}50-8%
407 | 62| 79| 92| 151 | 599 |1,834 (3,232

1941 J ' 8,456

1
| 6:3%| 1°0%]| 1°2%) 1-4%| 2°3%| 9°3%[28"4%|50° 1%

: | 360 45 59 86 | 118 | 531 |I1,703 |3.179
1942 6,090
| 6:1%| 0-7%)| T-0%| 1-4%)| I-9%| 8-7%|28-0%|52-2%

|

| 356 | 42 63| 96| 144 | 563 (1,657 |3,437
1943 6,358

| 56%| 0-7%| 1-0%| 1+5%| 2*3%| 8-8%(26-1%|54-0%

4291 34 37 86 | 114 | 500 |1,663 3,261
6,124

I
| 7°0%]| 0-6%)| 0-6%| 1-4% 1-9%| 8-2%27°1%|53-2%

438 33 37 67 | 104 | 481 {1,752 |3,498
6-8%,) 0:5%| 0-69%| 1-1%)| 1:6%| 7-5%|27" 3%!|54 6%

1945 6,410

401 | 29| 30| 49| 99| 458 |1775 [3.773
1946 6,614

6-1%| 0-4%]| 05%| 0*7%| I°5%)| 6°9%26°8% 57°0%

|
552 33| 59| 51| 85| 490 1,667 3.846

|
., 6,793
13*1% 0 5% 0-9%1 0-8%)| 1-3% ?'2%154‘?%55"5%




Infectious and Other Diseases
BY

J. F. Warmy, M.D., Ch.B., D.P.H.,
Deputy Medical Officer of Health.

The outstanding event of the year was the Poliomyelitis epi-
demic which affected Leeds in common with most areas in England
and Wales. There were 53 accepted cases in the city which is
more than double the previous highest figure. The epidemic com-
menced in June and continued until October, the peak being reached
in September. Half of the cases occurred in children of school age
and more males were affected than females. The wide distribution of
cases in the city and the absence of evidence of direct case to case
spread suggests that infection was very widespread in the community
but that only a very small proportion of those infected showed
symptoms of the disease. Full details of the outbreak are given
later in the report. Despite the most careful investigations the
problem of the control of this disease is still unsolved.

There was a further substantial reduction in the incidence of
diphtheria to the record low level of 51 cases. There was only one
death, that of a child who had not been immunised.

A special clinic was started to meet the need of persons going

abroad and requiring inoculations against such diseases as typhoid
fever, typhus fever, tetanus and cholera.

There was a slight increase in the number of cases of scarlet

fever but clinically the disease was extremely mild and it was found
possible to nurse the majority of cases at home. There was one
death; the first to be recorded from this disease during the last
three years.

It was an epidemic year for measles but the number of cases was
well below the total recorded in other recent years. There were,
however, 1g deaths, mostly in very young children, a reminder of
the seriousness of this disease in infancy. In an endeavour to lessen
this risk ‘‘ measles serum ” was made available to the medical
profession for prevention or attenuation.

—
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There was a decrease in the number of cases of whooping cough,
but 19 deaths have to be recorded. Of all the notifiable diseases
whooping cough now has the highest death-rate in young children
and in an attempt to find an effective vaccine a ' field trial "' organ-
ised in conjunction with the Medical Research Council was com-
menced during the year. A careful follow-up for at least two years
will be necessary before the value of the vaccine can be assessed, but
the results so far are hopeful.

There has been a big increase in the number of deaths of children
under the age of two from diarrhoea and vomiting. The reason for
this is not obvious and an investigation is in progress to find a means
of reducing the ravages of this disease.

There was a marked decrease in the number of cases of dysentery
during the year. Leeds was fortunate in escaping the severe type
of neo-natal diarrhoea which attacked a number of maternity homes
in other parts of the country, but a mild outbreak did occur in the
maternity section of one of the hospitals in the city. There were
no deaths. Earlier in the year the same maternity unit experienced
a sharp outbreak of pemphigus neonatorum. At first the cases were
very mild but later a number developed severe enteritis and six
babies died.

During the last month of the year and the first two months of
1948 five cases of anthrax were reported in workers handling goat
skins at a tannery in the city. All the cases were diagnosed at
an early stage and recovered. A fuller report will be given next year.

Scabies, which has been steadily decreasing in incidence during
recent years, again decreased sharply. There was also a further
reduction in the number of cases of pediculosis capitis which came to
the notice of the Department. The facilities for the treatment of
these diseases at Sweet Street and St. James's Hospital are very poor.
Good results are being achieved in the face of difficulties.

The acute nursing shortage at Seacroft Hospital has limited
admissions and a few cases have had to be nursed at home when
removal to hospital would have been advisable. The shortage of
cubicle accommodation was especially apparent and it is regrettable
that the recently adapted cubicle ward could not be used owing to
shortage of nurses,
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Diphtheria.—Accepted cases during the year numbered 51, all
of which were treated in hospital, compared with 132 (g7-0 per cent.
treated in hospital) a year ago. The case-rate of o-10 was the
lowest on record. There was one death representing a case mortality
rate of 20 per cent. as compared with six deaths (4'5 per cent) last
year. This death was in an unimmunised child. The number of
cases and deaths are the lowest ever to be recorded in the city and
the credit for this must be given to the Immunisation Scheme. The
measure of success is shown clearly by comparing this year's figures
of 51 cases and one death with 2,231 cases and 156 deaths in 1934.
For the first time since Seacroft Hospital was opened as an Infectious
Diseases Hospital there was a short period when there were no cases
of diphtheria in the wards. It is becoming difficult to find typical
cases of diphtheria to show to students and the time is approaching
when doctors may qualify without having seen a case. No case of
laryngeal diphtheria occurred during the year. The present high
level of immunisation must be maintained and even increased in
order to keep diphtheria at bay. There must be no easing upin the
immunisation campaign.

Year. NE:iSffé;d. Case-rate. Deaths. Death-rate.
1928 634 I'34 21 o-08
1929 536 I-I2 26 0-0g
1930 994 2-08 54 0°'09
1931 ; 5 2105 00
1932 ggg 1:83 48 0 Dg
1933 1,057 2-18 88 007
1934 2,231 4°59 156 0-I0
1935 1,335 2:74 6o 0-0g
1936 290 1-63 36 o-08
Ta37 941 I-0I 44 0:07
1938 948 192 33 0:07
1939 427 o-88 20 005
1040 301 0-65 11 006
1041 576 1-22 22 0-07
1942 797 1°33 25 0-05
1043 334 074 I1 0-03
1044 254 0-56 9 0-02
1945 149 0-33 2 000
1946 132 0-27 b 0-0I
1947 51 0*I0 1 0-00
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Special Inoculations.—During the year 277 persons going
abroad and requiring inoculations against one or more of the diseases
shown below, attended the Central Immunisation Clinic in Park
Square and received inoculations as follows :—

Typhoid Fever .. g # LAl
Typhus Fever .. e o L G
Tetanns'| = Lo R SFE R S SN
Cholera e = EE i |

This service was begun dunng the year to meet a very real
need and has been much appreciated.

Scarlet Fever.—There were 1,372 accepted cases dﬂtiﬁg the
year, of which 547 (39-9 per cent.) were removed to hospital. The
corresponding figures for last year were gb4 and 752 (78-0 per cent.).
The case-rate was 2-79 compared with 2-00 for the previous year.
There was one death from cardiac complications, representing a case
mortality rate of 0-07 per cent. This is the first death from scarlet
fever in the city in the last three years and if comparison is made
with measles (41 deaths) and whooping cough (42 deaths) during the
same period, the mildness of the prevalent type of scarlet fever can
be appreciated. Scarlet fever today is little more than a ** sore throat
with a rash,” in fact the rash is often so faint and so fleeting that it is
not detected, and only subsequent peeling makes a retrospective
diagnosis of scarlet fever possible. There is little ]ustlﬁca.tmn for the
removal of the majority of these mild cases to hospital, in fact a
recent comparison between groups of cases treated at home and
removed to Seacroft Hospital has shown that the home group had
far fewer complications; and secondary cases amongst home
contacts were less in the home group than in the hospital group.
With the co-operation of medical practitioners it was found possible
towards the end of the year to limit the admissions to hospital to less
than a third of the notified cases. This was particularly valuable
because the usual seasonal increase of cases in the autumn was this
year above the average, and the shortage of nurses would have made
it impossible to admit the majority of cases. Admission to hospital
is advised when the patient requires special medical or nursing care ;
when the home circumstances are bad ; and when cases occur in the
families of food-handlers.

Return Cases.—Of the 567 cases dlscharged fmm hospital
during the year, six gave rise to return cases, a rate of I-1 per cent.
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Enteric Groups.—Accepted cases during the year numbered
five, all of which were due to B. Typhosus. Three cases were re-
moved to Seacroft Hospital. Careful enquiries were made but in
three of these cases the source of infection was untraced. The
remaining two cases occurred among the staff of a hospital in the
city. The first case was a nurse and a thorough investigation failed
to reveal the source of infection. The second case was a maid
working on the same ward as the nurse. On the occurrence of the
first case protective inoculation with T.A.B. vaccine was given to all
medical, nursing aund domestic staff of the hospital.

There was one death representing a case mortality rate of
200 per cent.

Five chronic carriers were kept under observation during the
year. One of these, a man aged 58 years, who has been a para-
typhoid carrier since 1940, has, during the past two years, given five
consecutive negative faeces specimens and is probably free from
infection.

Measles.—There were 6,791 accepted cases of this disease
during the year, of which 188 (2-8 per cent.) were removed to hospital.
Of the total cases 19 died representing a case mortality rate of
0-28 per cent. The corresponding figures for last year were 895 and
10 (1-1 per cent.) with one death and a case mortality rate of o-11
per cent. The epidemic which was expected this year commenced
in the early part of January and continued until the end of June.
It did not reach the proportions of some previous outbreaks and the
highest number of cases reported in any one week was only 365,
compared with 1,083 notified in the peak week of the last epidemic in

1945.

In anticipation of an epidemic this year a scheme to make
““measles serum " available to general practitioners, hospitals and
institutions, became operative on 1st January. The serum is obtained
through the Blood Transfusion Service and is used either for the
prevention of an attack in very young or poorly children who have
been exposed to risk or for attenuation in older healthy children.
At first, ordinary ““ adult serum " was used, but later the more
valuable “ convalescent serum '’ became available from adolescent
or adult cases.
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may not be far away. It is to be hoped that this is so because
whooping cough is a distressing disease both to the parents and the
child apart from the risk of death or permanent disability. The
Medical Research Council have begun a series of “ field trials ™ to
investigate the value of new vaccines and one of these trials com-
menced in Leeds in May. Following a brisk publicity campaign by
Health Visitors it was possible to inoculate g75 children between the
ages of six and fifteen months.  Half of these children received the
whooping cough vaccine and the other half an anti-catarrhal vaccine
but the schieme has been planned so that only the Medical Research
Council knows which vaccine a child receives. The vaccine has been
given in three injections each of -75 c.c. with an interval of a month
between injections. Reactions to the injections have generally
been very slight. Each child in the scheme will be followed up by
means of monthly visits for a period of two vears. A careful record
will be kept of all illnesses and if there is any suspicion of whooping
cough, post-pharyngal swabs, cough plates and complement fixation
tests will be carried out to establish a diagnosis. At the end of the
experiment the results will be assessed by the Medical Research
Council,

Although the evaluation of the vaccine must await the con-
clusion of the trial, it can be stated now that complement fixation
tests carried out on random samples of children within the scheme
have shown the presence of antibodies in significant quantities in
those children who have received one or other of two of the vaccines :
whilst children inoculated with either of the other two wvaccines
show no antibodies against whooping cough in their blood. These
are significant findings and raise hopes of success.

Puerperal Pyrexia.—There was an increase in the number of
accepted cases of this disease during the year, a result not unex-
pected in view of the higher birth-rate. There were g1 cases as
compared with 79 a year ago, and 70 in 1945. Of these 71 (78-0
per cent.) occurred in institutions, 1o (I11-0 per cent.) in the practices
of general practitioners and 10 (11-0 per cent.) in midwives' practices.
Of the total 29 (32'0 per cent.) were treated in Seacroft Hospital.
There was one death giving a case mortality rate of 1-1 per cent. and a
mortality rate per thousand total births of o-1. This compares with
04 per thousand births in 1946.
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Dysentery.—A marked decrease in the number of accepted cases
of this disease occurred during the year ; 13 (as compared with 67
last year) of which 4 occurred at home, 6 in institutions and 3 in
"day nurseries. The number treated at Seacroft Hospital was 8 or
61-5 per cent. of the total.

Of the 13 cases, 2 were Flexner, 6 Sonne and 2 Amoebic, while
the remaining 3 were not typed. The Amoebic cases had contracted
their infection abroad. There was one death giving a case mortality
rate of 7-7 per cent. The mortality rate per 1,000 population was
0002,

During the months of November and December a number of
cases of mild diarrhoea occurred among babies and nursing staff at a
day nursery in the city. The outbreak started at the beginning of
November and cases occurred in the main singly with short intervals
between each.

Specimens obtained late in the outbreak were in three instances
positive for Sonne dysentery and it is reasonable to suppose that the
earlier cases were similar. The exact number of cases actually
occurring before bacteriological confirmation was obtained is not
known. No-one was seriously ill or required hospital treatment.

Full precautions to prevent further spread of infection were
immediately successful, the outbreak terminating about the middle of
December.

Poliomyelitis.—There were 53 accepted cases of this disease
during the year, of which 33 (62-3 per cent.) were removed to Seacroft
Hospital, g (17'0 per cent.) to the Leeds General Infirmary and 11
(208 per cent.) were treated at home. There were 5 deaths, repre-
senting a case mortality rate of g-4 per cent. The previous highest
figure was in 1940 when there were 26 cases and 3 deaths. The
corresponding figures for last year were 2z cases and no deaths. The
number of cases occurring in England and Wales during the year
was the highest on record. The incidence began to increase during the
~month of June, reaching a peak of 662 notifications (England and
Wales) in the week ending September 6th. From then on cases
gradually decreased and in the week ending December 27th they had
dropped to 44. Leeds did not escape the epidemic and the number of
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Poliomyelitis had been a relatively rare disease and the general
public became apprehensive when cases continued to be reported
This natural fear of the unknown was increased by alarmist reports.
For a time Infantile Paralysis became *“ News,"" and at one stage fear
of poliomyelitis was doing more harm than the disease itself.

The early diagnosis of poliomyelitis is often difficult or im-
possible and doctors generally responded to the appeal to isolate
and notifiy on suspicion. This, of course, meant a revision of
diagnosis in many cases.

The precautions taken by the Department included (a) early
isolation of cases and suspected cases, () prompt and thorough
disinfection, (¢) exclusion of home contacts for three weeks in the
case of school children and of adults handling food or in contact with
groups of children, (d) a circular letter to all members of the medical
profession giving all relevant information, (¢) consultation in cases of
doubt or difficulty, (f) general advice to the public through the
press, (g) orthopadic supervision at all stages of the disease.

Every case was thoroughly investigated. Inno instance was
there evidence of case to case spread. Cases were widely scattered
throughout the city ; almost every ward contributed to the total
and the only districts with more than three cases were Headingley (g)
and Roundhay (5). Such a picture suggests a very widespread
infection of the community with only an occasional case showing
typical features.

The following is a summary of the investigations :—

(x) There were 26 cases in school children. “These occurred at
23 separate schools, no school having more than two
cases, :

(2) No case was reported from a nursery.

(3) There were 14 cases amongst employed persons, all at
different workplaces.

(4) There was no evidence of any spread through swimming
baths. The public baths were kept open but a private
swimming pool closed down. The level of chlorination
at all public baths was increased to a figure adequate
to kill the virus of poliomyelitis.

(5) No particular social activity appeared to play any part
in spread.
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Detailed information was sent to H.M. Inspector of Factories, who is
responsible for measures of protection within the factory. An
inspector from this Department supervised the necessary measures of
disinfection. Both the patients had been diagnosed at a very early
stage and made a rapid recovery.

Influenza.—There were 4z deaths from influenza as compared
with 49 last year. The death-rates were 0-0g and o- 10 respectively.

Pneumonia.—Accepted cases during the year numbered 305 of
which 286 (938 per cent.) were primary and 19 (62 per cent.)
influenzal. The corresponding figures for last year were 367, of
which 320 (87-2 per cent.) were primary and 47 (128 per cent.)
influenzal. There were 260 deaths from all forms of pneumonia as
compared with 318 a year ago. The mortality rates were 0-53 and
0-66 respectively.

Bronchitis.—There was a substantial increase in deaths from
this disease, 534 as compared with 298 last year, the death-rates
being 1-0g and o0-62 respectively. A substantial part of this increase
is only apparent and is due to an alteration in our classification of
deaths. Nevertheless, there was also a real increase compared with
recent years. The monthly figures do not suggest that the excep-
tionally cold weather of the early part of the year was the cause.

Diarrhoea and Enteritis.—A substantial increase in the number
of deaths from this disease in children under two years of age falls to
be recorded, 122 compared with 53 last year. The death-rates per
1,000 births were 11-22 and 5-36 respectively. This disease varies
from year to year both in incidence and severity. The high figure of
122 deaths is partly explained by the big increase in the birth-rate.
All the deaths with one exception occurred in children under the age
of one. An investigation into this disease will be reported on later

Neo-Natal Diarrhoea.—During the months of September, October
and November, 50 cases of mild enteritis occurred among new born
babies at St. Mary's Hospital. The cases occurred singly and were
spread out evenly throughout the whole period. Three wards were

affected.

The children were not in any way upset and all recovered. No
mothers were affected. No pathogens were isolated. The cause of
the outbreak was not discovered and after routine measures of control
had proved ineffective the two wards chiefly affected were closed and
the outbreak ended.
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With the exception of Ward *“ A,"”" which is at present being
painted and repaired internally, little has been done during the year
to rehabilitate the hospital after seven years use as a unit of the
Emergency Medical Service. Further, difficulty in obtaining
materials and general restrictions on structural repairs is interfering
with the normal maintenance with the result that dilapidations have
accumulated and now present a formidable problem.

Wards “ R.0.S.,” erected as temporary structures 45 years ago,
had been listed for demolition in 1939 because they were no longer
capable of serving their original purpose on account of normal wear
and tear. Demolition, which had been postponed during the war,
was started in 1947 and has been almost completed but the site still
remains to be cleared.

Meteorological Records.—Daily observations were made and are
summarised on pages 44 and 45. The observations made at this
station have for many years been of interest to the British Rainfall
Organisation, the Meteorological Office and several other national
and local organisations to which meteorological information is sent.

Admissions.—The number of patients admitted during 1947 was
1,782 as compared with 2,003 in 1946, Admissions were at times
governed by the number of beds available and it was necessary
slightly to restrict admission of scarlet fever for short periods early
and late in the year. The greatest number of patients in hospital at
any one time was 15I on February 17th and the smallest 67 on
September 13th and 17th. The daily average number of patients was
108-7 and the average stay in hospital of the 1,795 patients in whom
treatment was completed during the year was 24-1 days as compared
with 27-0 days in the year 1946.

The number of direct admissions from outside the city boun-
daries was 128 and the various notifications and the districts from
which they were admitted are shown in the table on page 4z2.

Diphtheria.—During 1947, 121 patients were admitted with a
notified diagnosis of diphtheria. Revision of diagnosis was required
in 6g of these, who were actually suffering from : —

Tonsillitis .. = i e 4B
Laryngitis .. =k A4 A
Measles £ i 53 ey
Cervical adenitis .. o T
Scarlet Fever. . o i bratar . T
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In 52 cases the diagnosis of diphtheria was confirmed, as
compared with 151 in 1946, but 10 of them were healthy carriers.
Of the remainder, 6 had simple nasal infections and 36 were suffering
from faucial diphtheria. Of the faucial cases, 23 were clinically mild,
10 of moderate severity and 3 severe, of which one died. Only three
cases showed complications, in each instance post-diphtheritic
paralysis. The single fatal case, a boy aged 6 years, was admitted
on the fourth day of the disease with extensive faucial diphtheria
and hyper-toxaemia. He died within 48 hours of admission.

Immunised Patients.—Of the 52 patients diagnosed as
diphtheria, 17 were proved to have received a course of diphtheria
prophylactic. The 17 cases were classified as: severe faucial 1,
moderate faucial 3, mild faucial 1o, nasal 1 and carriers 2. All

made rapid recoveries and none showed complications.

Type of Organism.—The types of organism involved were :—
gravis 16, mitis 18, intermedius 7, atypical 8 and not typed 3.

Scarlet Fever.—The number of patients admitted during the year
was 504 as compared with 753 in 1946. The disease, as in recent
years, was of an exceptionally mild type. Two cases were considered
to be septic in type and one toxic. One death occurred, the first
since 1944, in a girl aged 13 years, who died of post-scarlatinal
rheumatic endocarditis.

Ashas been pointed out in previous reports, endocarditis, usually
following acute rheumatism in the second or third week of the
disease, is now the most important complication of scarlet fever. The
incidence is high and appears to be increasing. Acute otitis media is
still a common complication but it responds well to penicillin therapy
and it is very uncommon for a patient to leave hospital with a
chronic otorrhoea,
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Patients were admitted throughout the year but the incidence in
1947 tended to revert to the classical summer prevalence, The
number of admissions of gastro-enteritis was lowest in the first
quarter when the monthly average was less than six and the highest
during July, August and September, when the average monthly
number of admissions was 21.

Whooping Cough.—During the wvear 10z patients, mostly
selected patients from other institutions in the city or complicated
cases, completed treatment. Of these, 14 (137 per cent.) died.

Complications were present in 44 patients (43 per cent.).
Convulsions occurred in ten (with broncho-pneumonia in 4), eight of
which were fatal. Pneumonia was seen in 16 patients of which five died
and there were three cases of enteritis of which one died. Other compli-
cations occurred singly as follows :—bronchitis, epistaxis, otitis
media, subconjunctival hamorrhage, ulcerative stomatitis and
glossitis.

Erysipelas.—The number of patients admitted to hospital
remains low, and relapses and second attacks are seenonly seldom by
comparison with the time before the introduction of sulphanilamide
therapy. Thirty patients were admitted during 1947 and of these
one died. He was a man of 67, moribund on admission, with chronic
bronchitis and hemiplegia. The remaining 29 patients, of whom 25
were infection of the face and four of the leg, showed no complications.

Puerperal Pyrexia.—Patients admitted numbered 44 as
compared with 47 in the previous year. The one death was due to
toxaemia following pelvic cellulitis and took place within 48 hours of
admission to hospital. Two cases were complicated by pleural
effusion, one by bilateral femoral thrombosis, one by mastitis and one
by uraemia.

Venereal Diseases.—The arrangment for the in-patient treat-
ment of female patients suffering from syphilis continues to work
well. Patients are transferred from the Venereal Diseases Depart-
ment and are drawn from a wide area. Arrangements have been
made between the Leeds City Council and the three Ridings for the
treatment of patients so transferred. The number of women treated
during 1947, including seven cases of gonorrhoea, was 181 by
comparison with 251 in the previous year.
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Venereal Diseases.

The number of deaths certified as due to syphilitic diseases was
45, an increase of 11 on the figure for the previous year. The
corresponding death-rate was o0-0g per thousand of the population.

Work of the Treatment Centre.—The total number of new Leeds
cases registered at the Leeds General Infirmary was syphilis 291 males
and 211 females, gonorrhoea 412 males and 130 females, and other
diseases not venereal 044 males and 350 females. There were no
cases suffering from soft chancre during the year. As compared with
the previous year these figures represent in the case of syphilis an
increase of 43 males and 34 fernales ; in soft chancre a decrease of two
males ; in gonorrhoea a decrease of 148 males and 129 females and in
other diseases not venereal a decrease of 486 males and 45 females.
Taking the cases of all types there was a decrease of 733 as compared
with the figure for the previous year, but taking syphilis and gonor-
rhoea together the decrease was 200.

The total attendances of all Leeds cases was 47,331, a decrease
of 5,345 on the figure for the previous year.

The number of cases ceasing to attend before completion of
treatment or final tests of cure from Leeds and the other contributory
areas was 470 or 7-5 per cent. of the total attending the centre as
compared with 429 or 66 per cent. for the previous year.

The number of in-patients treated at Leeds General Infirmary
was b as compared with 460 for the previous year and the corres-
ponding number of in-patient days was 2,003 as against 3,313 for
1g46.

The report by Dr. Robert Lees, Director of the Venereal Diseases
Department at the Leeds General Infirmary, on page 50 gives
details of the work carried out at the Treatment Centre.

Defence (General) Regulation 33B.—The notification of venereal
diseases under Defence (General) Regulation 338 continued in force
during the year. The table appended gives comparative details for

the years 1946 and 1947.
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Venereal Diseases
BY

ROBERT LEES, M.D., M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.P.
Venereal Diseases Officer.

Incidence of Diseases.—This showed a decline compared with
1946 which was the peak of the wartime * epidemic.”

New cases attending the clinic totalled 2,983, and of these 2,063
were males and gzo were females.

The total number of cases of syphilis attending for the first time
was 650 and of these 437 were early infections acquired within the
previous year.

Cases of gonorrhoea totalled 688 (531 being males and 157
females). It is of interest to note how the total cases of gonorrhoea
and syphilis are approximately equal. In most localities gonorrhoea
outnumbers syphilis in the ratio of 3 to I.

It is difficult to explain the high incidence of syphilis compared
with gonorrhoea in this locality. In part this may be explained by
the very rapid control of contagion in cases of gonorrhoea, which is
almost invariably effected within 24 hours, by the use of penicillin
and sulphonamides, the proportion of contagious relapses being very
few. Accordingly, spread throughout the community by cases of
gonorrhoea under treatment and observation has almost ceased.
On the other hand, penicillin treatment of syphilis has now been
recognised to be associated with a fairly high proportion of contagious
relapses. This is not yet fully understood either by the medical
profession or lay public ; and many patients who have received a
little treatment, with disappearance of the early signs of disease,
consider that they are cured. The signs of these contagious relapses are
often inconspicuous and the patient may spread the disease
whilst firmly persuaded that he had been cured by the panacea,
penicillin.

The trend of the incidence in venereal diseases over a period
of years has been very markedly increasing during the war years after
1940. This appears to have reached its peak in 1946, and 1947 marks
the beginning of a decline in the wartime high incidence, A rapid
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reduction in incidence is not to be expected, but a steady and
gradual diminution in the number of early cases will almost certainly
occur. It may be ten years before the incidence of syphilis falls to
the level observed in 1939.

Sources of Infeetion.—Analysis of the source of infection in
early cases shows that there has been a reduction of infection from
street-walking prostitutes in Leeds.

Very few cases were received in 1947 who had been infected
just prior to demobilisation from B.A.O.R. A small number of ex-
Service patients reported for continuation of treatment and obser-
vation.

It was feared for a time that the “ displaced persons’™ camps
would provide a considerable number of cases, but in this area the
number of such patients has been small.

In every contagious case an effort is made to trace the source
of the disease and subsequent contacts. In about 50 per cent. of the
women this is done successfully but it has not been possible to
achieve this in men as their consort has been ” picked up " in a bar
or at a dance hall and cannot be traced.

Diagnostic Methods.—No change has been made in the methods
of diagnosis of gonorrhoea.

Considerable use has been made of the consultative facilities
afforded by the Ministry of Health Reference Laboratory for the
elucidation of problems relating to serological diagnosis of syphilis.
These facilities have been helpful in cases of doubtful etiology,
especially in pregancy, and in relapses during treatment of syphilis.
It is considered that there is a definite place for quantitative sero-
logical technigue in the control of the treatment of syphilis ; such
methods are in routine use in America and also in many centres in
Britain.

Treatment Methods.—During the year clinical trials of different
treatment systems have been evolved, and it is felt that progess has
been made towards finding a safe system which will give a very high
percentage of cures in a short time. The reduction of the time period
1s important, for many venereal diseases patients are irresponsible
and stupid and for a variety of reasons discontinue treatment before
being cured.
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Gonorrhoea has been treated by penicillin and sulphonamides
given simultaneously ; and even if the patient pays only a single visit
to the centre it is probable that cure is affected, for the analysis
of results shows a primary cure rate of over go per cent. and in some
series it approaches 100 per cent.

Early syphilis is treated by a system which combines penicillin,
neoarsphenamine (or mapharside) and bismuth ; in the first ten days
of treatment a very intensive treatment is adopted. This is likely to
control contagious lesions very rapidly, and it may produce a high
percentage of cures even if the patient has no further treatment.
Full advantage is taken of the synergic action of the three
Many of the early contagious cases are admitted to hospital for ten
days to ensure that this treatment is completed, and to mimimise the
risk to the community. Grateful acknowledgement is made of the
invaluable help from the medical and nursing staffs of Seacroft and
St. James's Hospitals.

The toxic effects which might attend such intensive systems
have been very few and easily controlled, apart from one case of
encephalopathy in a pregnant woman treated for secondary syphilis
in the last month of her pregnancy.  Herxheimer " reactions have
been few and slight ; dermatitis and other complications of arsenical
treatment have been few and responded rapidly to treatment,
especially effective being the drug “ B.A.L."” which is now readily
available.

Syphilis of the Cardiovaseular and Nervous System.—During 1947
investigation and treatment of a considerable number of late cases of
syphilis involving the heart, aorta, brain or spinal cord were investi-
gated and treated. Many such cases were referred to us by general
practitioners and the rest were seen in consultation with the staff of
the General Infirmary and St. James's Hospital.

It is felt that such cases should be the responsibility of the
Consultant on Venereal Disease and that he should be given full
facilities for their treatment. They are long-term cases requiring
observation for years, and also the families of such patients require
investigation in co-operation with the family medical advisor. The
Venereologist has generally better facilities than a general physician
for prolonged follow-up and for investigation of the family; and
probably he has more extensive experience of the therapeutics of
syphilis than the average physician,
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Hope Hospital.—This Hospital has been active during the year.
The social re-education of the patients has been developed actively
and it is felt that the majority of those treated will be successful
in obtaining and holding a useful and happy place in society in the
future. Ewery effort is made to assist the women to find suitable
employment and to maintain an unobtrusive supervision so that
timely help and advice can be given lest they be tempted to return to
an irregular mode of life or prostitution. Many Church and Social
Service agencies and voluntary workers give invaluable assistance in
the re-education of the patients.

The table on page 54 gives details of the cases admitted to
and treated in the Maternity and Hope Hospitals.

Social Services.—During the latter part of 1947 an assistant
Lady Almoner was appointed and this has enabled us to undertake a
more intensive search for the sources of infection and contact cases.
Great attention has also been given to the prevention of “ early
default,” that is the cessation or interruption of treatment while the
patient may be still contagious or uncured. Default during the
period of observation is less serious but it also undesirable as a
_ proportion of cases relapse. It is felt that this work is of great value
to the community in preventing spread of disease and serious late
effects of uncured infection.

There 1s need, provided a suitable man could be found, for a
social worker to trace male patients and male contacts.

Premises and Equipment.—No alteration of the clinic premises
has yet been made and work is done under very poor conditions,
imposing hardship on the staff and depriving the patients of privacy
and involving unnecessary risk.

The equipment has been improved, in part by the expenditure
of a grant of £200 made by the University of Leeds for provision of
equipment and apparatus to be used for teaching.

Teaching and Research.—This is an important part of the work
of the Department. In addition to undergraduate teaching, the
Department has undertaken post-graduate demonstrations and
lectures, training of ex-Service specialists, and also the teaching of
nurses, midwives and health wvisitors.
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Medical—During the year the nursing staff situation made

it impossible to open the empty medical wards, so that throughout
the whole period under review Ward 29 and part of Ward 33 remained
unoccupied. The turnover of patients was speeded up in the wards
in use and this was facilitated to a considerable extent by the

developments at St. James's Hospital (North) which are described
later.

The Medical Professorial Unit, which occupies Wards 2, 3, 4
and 5, continued to play an important part on the medical side of
the hospital.

Swurgical.—On the surgical side an increase in the number of
major operations occurred. The figure for 1947 was 4,I9I, an
increase of 300 on the previous year. In addition 539 minor
operations were performed. These figures include g50 operations
performed in the Plastic and Maxillo-Facial Unit which continued to
treat cases from a wide area.

Very important work was also carried out in the Prostatic
Surgical Unit which continued to play a valuable part in the
services provided by the hospital.

Children’s Wards.—In the children's wards the admissions
numbered 1,428, and 84 deaths were recorded. The only wards open
during the year were Nos. 23 and 24, i.e., the ground floor of “ K
Block, and Ward 6. Wards 23 and 24 continued to form part of the
University Teaching Unit under Professor W. S. Craig. The ward at
Cookridge Hospital for the accommodation of long-stay children was
a valuable annexe, 83 cases being transferred to it from St. James's
Hospital during the year. Several minor epidemics, e.g., measles,
occurred during 1947.

Madwifery and Gynecology.—The number of confinements
carried out was 1,554, a decrease of 120 on the previous year. This
decrease was due to the fact that one of the lying-in wards remained
closed throughout 1947 on account of the shortage of pupil midwives,
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Psychiatry—The statistics for this Department are recorded in
the following table :—

Men Women Total
Remaining in hospital on 3ist .
December, 1946 e b i 63 TQ5 it}
Admissions : _
From outside : Ly z33 455
Transferred from hc-spltal general
wards ; 31 75 {11
Transferred from other hospltais or
institutions - - 5 # e
Total admissions and transfers 4 203 363 566
Discharges : -
To Mental Hospital as certified cases 47 132 179
To Mental Hospital as voluntary
patients .. : 23 45 ek
To Mental Huspita.l as temp::-mrg,r
pa.tlents 1 e I I4 15
To Mental Deﬁcunﬂy Authorities .. 2 2 4
To hospital general wards i 14 45 50
To other Institutions s ks 20 2 22
Discharged home .. G i 2 (T3 171
Total discharges i = s 170 339 518
IDied P . v - . 22 22 44
Remaining in hospital on 3ji1st
December, 1947 s ‘e .o 65 Loy [72

There was an increase of 70 in the total number of admissions
compared with 1946. The number of patients admitted from their
homes increased and there was also a considerable increase (51
patients) in the number of cases transferred from the general wards.
This would appear to indicate a tendency for more use to be made
of the Psychiatric Section by other departments of the hospital for
observation and assessment of cases who are not necessarily thought
to require to go to Mental Hospital. It is hoped that this aspect
of the work will develop further when permission is obtained to
accept patients in these wards on a voluntary basis. It is hoped
that next year it will be possible to provide beds for a psychiatric
“ Early Treatment” Unit, into which patients would come
voluntarily for the special electrical and other treatments which
are at present only obtainable in Mental Hospitals. This Unit would






p——r -

61

Physiotherapy.—A large increase in the number of treatments
carried out in this Department was registered during the year, the
total being 58,535 compared with 49,337 in 1946.

New in-patients numbering g1g were treated, an increase of 123
on the 1946 figure, while the number of new out-patients was 492.
Out-patient attendances totalled 10,412.

The physiotherapy administered to the maternity patients at

St. Mary’'s Hospital is described in the section dealing with that
hospital.

Routine ward classes were begun on the orthopadic and post-
natal wards and pre- and post-operative breathing exercises on the
surgical wards. Post-operative thoracoplasty chest cases from

Killingbeck and chest cases referred from the Health Clinic are
now being treated.

In October ante-natal classes were started at St. James's
Hospital and a day and night service is planned.

Pathology—During 1947 the routine clinical investigations
totalled 23,573, an increase of 6,743 on the figure for 1g46.

Hzmatological investigations increased from 3,872 in 1946 to
6,164 in 1947. The work of blood grouping rose to 3,155 investi-
gations as compared with 2,486 during 1946.

A new record was set up in the autopsy practice, with a total of
505 cases. The figure for 1946 was go2.

Dr. Polson, who had been Pathologist to the hospital since
1931, resigned in September in order to take up his appointment
as Professor of Forensic Medicine in the University of Leeds. He will
be succeeded by Dr. W. Goldie, who is due to take up duty on 1st
January, 1g48. By arrangement with Professor Stewart, the work
was carried on during the interim period by Dr. C. J. E. Wright,
Lecturer in Pathology in the University of Leeds.

Staff —Dr. A. A. Driver took up duty as Deputy Medical
Superintendent in January, 1947. Mr. D. B. Feather took up duty
as whole-time surgeon in April, 1947. Dr. M. R. Tomlinson was
appointed full-time Radiologist in October, 1947, under the scheme
provided for by the Ministry of Health Circular No. 202/46.
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The Medical Faculty held one special meeting and six ordinary
meetings during the year. At the Annual General Meeting in
November, 1947, Dr. D. W. Currie was unanimously elel:ted to the
Chair in place of Dr. J. Johnstone Jervis.

There was a gradual reduction in the number of ex-Service
Registrars under the Ministry of Health scheme for the post-graduate
education of demobilised medical officers. During the year six of
these have held supernumerary posts, while one held a post on the
approved establishment of the hospital.

Mr. G. Capes took up appointment as Catering Officer on 1st
September, 1947.

Nursing Staff.—The number of students who entered the
Preliminary Training School was 70 and 51 of these were accepted
for training. The number of nurses in training at 31st December,
1047, was 137 (127 female and 10 male). This represents a slight
improvement on the position in the previous year but there 'is still a
40 per cent. deficiency on the establishment of 230 student nurses.

In the Preliminary State Examinations 54 per cent. of the
candidates passed Part 1 and 87 per cent. Part 2. In the Final
State Examinations 77 per cent. passed.

The results of the Central Midwives Board Examination (Part
1) show that 23 students out of 30 (77 per cent.) were successful
at their first attempt, while 4 out of 7 re-entrants passed.

The Nurses” Representative Council continued to meet during
the year and made several valuable suggestions, which were
adopted by the Committee.

General.—The main feature of the year was the continued
acute shortage of nursing staff which limited the amount of work
which the hospital is capable of undertaking.

One of the urgent needs of the hospital is the provision of
additional and more desirable quarters for the Resident Medical
Staff.

During the year the kitchens on several of the wards were
modernised by the removal of the kitchen ranges and the provision
of gas cookers, together with new washing-up facilities. At the
same time sluices on these wards were renewed and bed-pan sterilizers
were installed. While the work was in progress the fire-places
in the middle of the ward floors were removed.
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ST. JAMES’S HOSPITAL (NORTH).

The following table shows the number of admissions, discharges
and deaths during the year 1947 :—

Men Women | Children Total

Remaining in Hospital on 3jist

December, 1946 e - 154 167 1 322
Admitted during 1947.. e 407 248 19 674
Total number treated dunng

1047 .. iy 3 561 4I5 20 QO
Discharged during 1947 ais 180 B4 It 275
Deaths during ro47 .. o 225 181 o o8
Total discharges and deaths .. 407 265 II 683

Remaining in Hospital on 3151:
December, 1047 i 5 154 150 g 313

The admissions showed an increase of 146 during the year,
while the deaths which numbered 408 showed an increase of 35 on

the figure for the previous year.

In July, 1947, the hospital was approved by the General
Nursing Council as a Training School for Assistant Nurses. In
September, 1947, the Nurses’ Home was completed and became
available and a Nurses' School was set up. Two courses have been
held since the School was opened.

Early in the year an Intensive Training Course for ex-Service
Nursing Orderlies was started on the upper floors of Block 4. This
Course was under the auspices of the Ministry of Health and 41
students underwent training. It was so successful that at the end of
twelve months 35 of them had qualified as State Registered Nurses.
The practical nursing which these students undertook in the hospital
was of considerable assistance to the over-worked regular staff.

During the year a male dermatological ward was opened in Ward
53, while a children’s ward was provided in Ward 51. These innov-
ations increased the value of the hospital and provided a valuable
stimulus to the nursing staff who had previously dealt only with
chronic patients.

Towards the end of the year a start was made on the process of
converting the first floor of Block 3 into wards,
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The average number of patients, excluding babies, during 1947
was 171. The highest number of beds occupied was 1go and the
lowest 146.

Maternity Department.—In 1947 considerable progress was
made in the extension of the maternity services in the hospital. Beds
numbering 28 were re-opened on 3rd January and provided labour
wards and lying-in ward accommodation. On 3rd May a further 16
beds were opened on “ A" Block as a ward for ante-natal cases.
These additions brought the total number of maternity beds up to gb.
The number of bookings was correspondingly increased and there was
a high record of 2,347 admissions to the Maternity Department,
1,098 births and 59z ante-natal admissions. It is interesting to
review the increase in the work done in this Maternity Unit since
1944. The following table shows the steady rise in the number of
live births.

1944 1945 1046 1947

No. of
live births 806 1,282 1,544 1,053

The maximum number of admissions has not yet been reached as
the Isolation Bungalow has not been utilised.

The Operating Theatre also came into use in January. Ten
Caesarian Section operations and two other major abdominal
operations were performed during the year.

There has also been an increase in the number of Ante-Natal
Clinics held. An extra session has been required each week. The
number of patient-attendances has correspondingly increased both in
the Ante-Natal and the Post-Natal Clinics, as shown in the following
table :—

Ante-Natal Post-Natal
Clinic Clinic

1046 | 1947 | 1946 | 1947

Clinics held .. c 2 = = 206| 258 46 51
No. of patients attended .. e .| 2,746 3,884 598 | 777
No. of attendances i o ..|13,719| 15,536| 609 702
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more beds than would be provided in the Bungalow and will be more
economical in staff. Minor structural alterations are proceeding.
It is hoped that next year it will be possible to extend these facilties
by providing cubicles and by converting one of the annexes into an
isolation labour ward and theatre. It is also planned to provide a
new central sterilizing room when the new sterilizing equipment,
now required for both “ A" and “ B " Blocks, is installed. Other
alterations, which will complete the re-organisation of the maternity
unit aim at providing a better first-stage ward for " A" Block, a
surgeon’s room near *“ B " Block theatre and an X-Ray room with
the necessary annexes.

Mr. Herbert Agar, F.R.C.S., M.R.C.0.G., was appointed second
Consultant in September, 1947, and the number of Resident Medical
Officers was increased to four. The two Senior Resident Medical
Officers, Dr. M. J. Twomey and Dr. K. A. McDonald, obtained the
Diploma in Obstetrics of the College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists, London. The junior posts have been held by Dr. N. R.
Murdoch and Dr. R. Worsley.

Miss M. E. Stansfield, who had been Matron since 1927, retired
on 1oth April, 1947, and Miss J. E. Gordon succeeded her. Miss P.
Wordsworth was appointed Deputy Matron on 1st August, 1947, in
succession to Miss J. S. Mitchell. Miss E. Baxter has come as
temporary midwifery teacher and she and Miss Wordsworth conduct
the pupil midwives' theoretical course. It has been possible to start
the system of " study-days,” i.e., days on which pupils are free from
ward work for theoretical tuition and the presentation of this fact
in our advertisements seems to have resulted in a much larger
number of applications from potential pupil midwives. The number
of pupils who passed Part 1 of the Central Midwives’ Board Exami-
nation during the year was 36 and the available accommodation for
pupils is fully occupied.

Two physiotherapists were appointed in September and have
conducted post-natal exercises in the wards as well as classes on
relaxation methods among the patients during the ante-natal period.
This instruction, explaining the course of a normal labour and the
- practice of relaxation, accompanied by suitable exercises, is designed

to help the expectant mother to avoid the fear and tenseness of
- muscles which may prolong an otherwise normal labour. A patient
instructed in and successfully practising this method can be confi-
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dently expected to have a more natural delivery. The physio-
therapists continue their instruction of patients in the labour room,
where they co-operate with the midwives. At the same time gas and
air analgesia and other pain-relieving facilities are available.

Geriatric Work.—"' Geriatrics,” or the medical care of the aged,
has become recognised as a branch of social medicine which deserves
special study. The proper care of the aged in hospital requires, in
addition to good medical and nursing attention, the proper classi-
fication of patients, in order that those in similar physical and mental
states can be nursed together. The new patient should not be put in
the first vacant bed but should go to a selection ward where he can be
assessed before being transferred to a ward of patients suffering from
similar conditions.

A Selection Unit of this type was established at St. Mary's
Hospital in June and the remainder of the chronic sick accom-
modation there, together with that at 5t. George's and Cookridge
Hospitals, was classified. Wards were set aside for the treatment of
the young chronic sick—a relatively small group. The aged who
needed prolonged treatment with the help of physiotherapists were
nursed at St. Mary's Hospital, those who were more chronic but able
to use day-rooms and walk outside were sent to wards with appro-
priate facilities, and those with mental confusion or incontinence due
to old age were nursed together. As a result of these arrangements
the number of admissions to St. Mary's Hospital shows a considerable
increase. The death rate is high among these patients, as many of
them arrive in a neglected state.

With this method of classification it is easier than previously
to analyse the results of admissions to hospital. Of 188 patients
over 65 years of age who were admitted to the Selection Unit between
1st July and 31st December, 1947, 39 were discharged recovered, seven
recovered but were awaiting hostel accommodation, nine were expected
to recover, 14 were discharged to other hospitals and 74 died.
This means that a total of 143 or 76 per cent. were discharged or
died without entering the true chronic wards; only 45 out of the 188
require” prolonged hospitalisation.

It is expected that the Selection Unit will later operate at
St. James's Hospital (North), where diagnostic facilities are more
easily available,
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ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.

Many of the wards at this hospital are small and have day-rooms
attached and give easy access to the grounds. They are thus admir-
able for the grouping together of patients who have similar nursing
requirements., The scheme for re-decorating in brighter colours
has been completed and the bed lighting has been improved in
several wards.

One small ward of four beds has been reserved for homeless
mothers and babies sent by the Social Welfare Department, and 18
mothers and 19 babies have been admitted and discharged during the
year. Admission of male tuberculous patients ceased on 31st
January, 1947, but female patients continue to be admitted to the
33 beds under the clinical supervision of the staff of the Tuberculosis
Committee.

Admission and discharge statistics for the hospital are shown
below :—

|
Men Women | Total

Chronic.| T.B. |Chronic.| T.B. |Chronic,| T.B.

1 e P

Remaining in Hospital on 31st
December, 1946 .. 2l R o I73 20 218 35

Admitted during ro47 wr | I2G Iz 83 58 212 70

Total Number treated during

1947 .. e = 174 21 256 54 430 105
Discharged during 1947 e B 6 26 43 76 50
Deaths during rg47 .. ot full L2 5 58 LI I1g th

Total discharges and deaths | rir 21 By 54 195 15

Remaining in Hospital on 31st
December, 1947 .. | S 172 30 235 30

The highest number of beds occupied during the year was 283.

The building allocated for use as a school for assistant nurses
was completed and equipped during the year. The hospital, after
inspection by representatives of the General Nursing Council, was
recognised as a parent School for training assistant nurses. Pupils
will spend most of their time at St. George's Hospital, but will go
to Cookridge Hospital for experience in the nursing of children.

The canteen for the use of non-resident domestic employees is
ready, except for kitchen equipment,
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Reereation.—Males—During the appropriate seasons cricket
and football matches were arranged with visiting teams. Billiards,
dominoes, ring boards and card games were available for indoor
amusements.

Females.—Dancing, needlecraft, cards and impromptu concerts
were popular recreations. Facilities for netball were provided for
the younger patients. A library of books was available for those
able to read.

For both sexes open-air exercise, walking and gardening were
encouraged. Parties attended a week's camp at Marske, and day
excursions to Bridlington were arranged in the summer., Concert
parties, amateur dramatic societies and dancing classes entertained
the patients on 18 occasions in the Recreation Hall, where weekly
cinema shows were also held. Parties were taken to the Pantomime
at the Theatre Royal during the winter.

The Deputy Lord Mayor and Deputy Lady Mayoress (Councillor
and Mrs. Kaberry) visited the Colony and presented the prizes at the
Annual Fancy Dress Dance. The Chairman and members of the
Committee attended the patients’ Sports held at the Colony in July.

Leave.—Leave was granted to 315 patients at August Bank
Holiday and at Christmas.

Scouts.—31st North West Scout Group and Rovers.—The Group
Scoutmaster, Mr. G. A. Chapman, assisted by Messrs H. Holland
and E. A. H. Chapman, directed the training of the Group. There
were 20 Rovers and 18 Scouts on the roll, and 70 meetings and 14
Church Parades were held.

During the summer the Rovers attended camps at Bramhope
and at the Colony. Most of the meetings were held at the camp site
in the Boulder field at the Colony and many necessary repairs of the
site were made.

Members of the Group gave a gymnastic display at the patients’
Sports, and others, assisted by the 8th North West Troop, formed a
bugle and drum band which paraded on that occasion. A satis-
factory standard of efficiency has been maintained, due largely to the
enthusiastic and voluntary services of Mr. G. A. Chapman and his
assistants.

Guides.— 2nd Meanwood Trefoil Guild, Rangers and Guides.—
Miss Wingate organised the Trefoil Guild at the Colony, and has held
meetings regularly and maintained the interest and co-operation of
the women. '
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Tuberculosis.

The number of cases on the register at the end of 1947 was
3,804 as compared with 4,076 at the corresponding period of last
year, a decrease of 182,

Statisties.—Notifications.—During the year 518 cases of pul-
monary tuberculosis (of which 42 were transfers from other areas)
and 133 non-pulmonary (of which three were transfers from other areas)
were notified making a total of 651 cases (which includes 45 transfers
from other areas). Of the total 358 were males and 293 females,
Compared with the previous year this is a decrease of one in the
pulmonary and a decrease of 45 in the non-pulmonary notifications,
and compared with the average of the previous five years, a decrease
of 74 pulmonary and a decrease of 29 non-pulmonary.

The case-rate of pulmonary tuberculosis was 1-05, of non-
pulmonary o-27, and of all forms of the disease 1-32, as compared
with 1-08, 0-37 and 1-45 respectively for the previous year.

Of the total cases of pulmonary tuberculosis notified 56 per
cent. were children under 15 years, 24-g per cent. persons between
15 and 25, and 6g-5 per cent. were in the remaining age groups.
The corresponding figures for the previous year were 7-3 per cent.,
24-1 per cent. and 68-6 per cent., respectively.

As regards the non-pulmonary type of disease 54-9 per cent.
were children under 15 years and 45-1 per cent. persons over 15 years.
The corresponding figures for the previous year were 50 per cent.
and 50 per cent., respectively.

Of the total cases notified 443 were by medical practitioners,
163 came from institutions and 45 were by transfer from other areas.

The number of cases of pulmonary tuberculosis not heard of
until time of death was 17 and the number of non-pulmonary three,
making a total of 2o or 3-1 per cent. of the total notifications for the
year. This is a decrease of four on the figure for the previous year,

Out of a total of 342 deaths from tuberculosis of all forms,
59, or 17-2 per cent. were notified in the same year as death occurred,
eight or 2-4 per cent. in the same month and 46 or 13-5 per cent. in the
same week. In the previous year there were 36 or 12-5 per cent.
in the same year as death occurred, seven or 2-4 per cent. in the same
month and 40 or 13-9 per cent. in the same week.
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THE HEALTH CLINIC AND SANATORIA
BY

FRANK RIDEHALGH, M.A., M.B.(Cantab.), M.R.C.P.(Lond.),
Chief Clinical Tuberculosis Officer.

General.—The passing of 1947 marks the end of an epoch in
tuberculosis control. For more than thirty years, the Local Authority
through its Health Committee, has been responsible for the provision
of special measures for the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and
after-care of a disease which has more and more been accepted as
presenting unique problems from each of these aspects. Wide
variations in the é.cﬂp& and quality of service offered by various
local authorities have arisen, sometimes by reason of local geo-
graphical or financial conditions, more often from the attitude of
the governing body which, in some cases, has been content to fulfil
the letter of a statutory duty, in others has gone far beyond its
minimum duty in a genuine attempt to abolish tuberculosis.

“Leeds Leads ” is a proud boast. In tuberculosis work the
claim can be sustained. The Leeds Association for the Care of
Consumptives was a pioneer. At a time when few others had
recognised the special needs of the tuberculous, the Association
was operating a planned scheme which, in its period, was an example
to the rest of the country, and from which the present organisation
differs in scope but not in design. In its two senior officers—Dr,
H. de C. Woodcock and Dr. Norman Tattersall—no less than in
its Medical Officer of Health, Dr. J. Johnstone Jervis, the city was
blessed with men who combined outstanding ability and efficiency
with vision and humanity. For more than twenty years a rehabili-
tation factory has operated and has been in full swing during that
time thus anticipating the famous author of the Tomlinson Act.

A city area of this type hasspecial advantages for the planning of a
tuberculosis service. The population is compact and accessible,
and has suffered no serious trade depression in the period under
review. It has been possible, therefore, to provide dispensary,
sanatorium, social welfare and ancillary services which are big enough
to carry a full range of equipment and yet are not unweildy. Above
all, where doctors, health visitors, social workers and members of
the Health Committee have worked together as a team, in almost
daily contact throughout the years, then it has been possible to
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co-ordinate every aspect of the attack on tuberculosis. The problem
individual and epidemiological, has been wisualised ““in the
round,” and the attack has been made with all weapons.

During the war years, Tuberculosis Treatment Allowances and
Mass Radiography have been added to the armoury. Both have
been operated from the Health Clinic. It has therefore been possible
to deal with Allowances in the light of personal knowledge of the
tuberculous family. Mass Radiography, I think, could have been
used more intelligently, had we not been compelled to give * fair
shares " to a wide region, and thus to dilute its effect upon tuber-
culosis morbidity to homeopathic proportions.

The Health Clinic, therefore, has been the nerve-centre of
operations whether clinical, sanitary or social. This is right, since
its connection with each tuberculous family is life-long. During the
past thirty years, we have seen tuberculosis diminish by more than
70 per cent. This may be, as Dr. Jervis held, “ the greatest achieve-
ment of preventive medicine in this country.” A more cynical
statistician may regard it as matter for thankfulness rather than
self-congratulation. Nevertheless, we in Leeds have reason to feel
that we have laboured well in this field.

This is not to say that we have done all we might. Our short-
comings must be recorded. The Health Clinic is grossly inadequate
for the volume of work. Doctors, Health Visitors, Social Workers,
X-Ray technicians, clerical staff and patients are badly overcrowded.
There is no room for a much-needed increase in medical staff.
More dressing rooms are needed.

There is an absolute deficiency of sanatorium beds. This is
by no means all due to the shortage of nurses. If we could fill every
available bed, and retain the ill-planned wards of St. George’s
Hospital, we should still have a waiting list of nearly oo patients,
and at least a four months’ delay in admission. Less than half
our available beds are designed for the treatment of tuberculosis—
the rest are bad makeshifts. We have no provision for tuberculous
infants, and we have not begun to deal with the problem of the
tuberculous expectant mother. We have the services of a thoracic
surgeon of the very first class, who wastes his time travelling from
one set of makeshift premises to another. As the centre of a region
it is surely our duty to press on with the development of a local
centre for this work. Beyond and above these concrete faults,
I would say that the major defect of our service in Leeds is that
the pressure of day-to-day routine work is so great that there is no
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time for constructive thought. * What is this Life. . . ." Never-

theless, we have laboured well, and we may take pride in what has
been done. What then of the future ?

The first lesson of the past for the future is the absolute necessity
that clinical, preventive and social services for the tuberculous
must be integrated. This means that the Tuberculosis Officer must
act as the link between these services and the tuberculous
family. He knows the facts of a case; he can translate
the rumble of departmental machinery into help for human needs.
On July 5th, 1948, the control of clinical work in tuberculosis will
pass to the Regional Hospital Board. Preventive work, and a
measure of social service, will remain with the Local Authority.
Financial help will come from the Ministry of National Insurance
and the Assistance Board. Rehabilitation and resettlement will be
the responsibility of the Ministry of Labour and National Service.
When the life and welfare of a tuberculous person and his family
depend on the co-ordinated actions of four distinct Government
departments and a Local Authority, what chances there are for delay,
departmental hair-splitting, for the patient’s bewilderment and
ultimate despair. Yet these bogies are perhaps less real than they
seem. If they are to be overcome two things seem to be vital. The

- Regional Hospital Board must accept the fact that tuberculosis has

problems different from those of any other disease, and must plan its
tuberculosis service at Regional level. Secondly, the Tuberculosis
Officer must handle every aspect of his speciality, must control his
own team of specially trained social workers and health visitors,
and must maintain the closest and friendliest relationship with the
Medical Officer of Health of the area he serves. He must become more
than a clinician, he must be a social physician if his attack on the
fundamental causes of Tuberculosis is to be maintained.

Statisties.—The figures of mortality and morbidity, and the
details of work done at the Health Clinic, differ only slightly from
those of 1946. Notifications show a decrease and deaths show

" a slight increase ; the overall work of the Clinic a slight decrease

except for X-Ray examinations. These are the normal year-to-year
fluctuations and have little statistical significance. The acute
deficiency of Health Visitors is reflected in the small number of
home visits ; only the most essential visits can be done and there

15 no doubt that the valuable influence of these devoted workers

in patients’ homes is seriously reduced. Health Visitors no longer
staff the Ultra-Violet Light Clinic, nor do they work with the
dentist.
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Despite these difficulties, from a few score of occupied beds,
the sanatorium is now treating over 200 patients. The Matron is
to be complimented on her energy in recruiting the necessary nursing
staff and for her eventual breadth of vision in seeing that the patient
had to be served somehow in this changed post-war world, and
that a heterogenous staff of men and women, resident and non-
resident, however difficult they might be to administer, was the
only way out.

To a great extent the repercussions of the world without, in
peace and in war, do not penetrate to the ordered existence of
permanent dwellers within a sanatorium’s boundaries. Traditional
nursing had taught that no-one was fit to smooth a sheet, even less
to handle a patient’s bed-pan, who was not or had not been a
cloistered female novitiate of the vocation. So rapid changes have
been faced and the senior nursing staff are all to be appreciated
for their tolerance and patience. They have made it possible again
to treat an almost full complement of patients on routine sanatorium

‘lines, while relaxation therapy and surgical intervention are being

practised under greater pressure than before the war, for better
or for worse, and finally the hospital has been fortunate in being
chosen by the Medical Research Council as a centre for the trial of
the most recent form of chemo-therapy, Streptomycin. The
sometimes disappointing results of this on chronic established
pulmonary tuberculosis were previously known from American
experience, but the effects on bronchial and upper respiratory disease
have been outstanding, and there have been fair results in recent
lung infiltrations.

Another difficulty of the times has been the daily one of pro-
viding sufficient nourishing and palatable food. Except for a few
meagre concessions, the central health and food authorities have
decided that the diet for the tuberculous should be the same as that
for the healthy sedentary workers. This, in spite of providing
expensive accommodation and special treatment, and in the face
of the knowledge that the development of active tuberculosis is
related to nutrition and that the provision of a high value diet is
essential to the basic treatment of the disease. The staff never
really succeed in making the patients believe that special diet is
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SuMMARY OF WoRK oF Mass Raprocrapry UnIT, 1047.

Cases of Tuberculosis Non-
Subsequent referred to Dispensaries | tuberculous

No. of examinations or Doctors -— Disease

persons on large Cases
examined films For For referred to

Observation | Treatment Doctor
Leeds Cases .. 10,073 | 752 (6-85%) |10z (0-93%) | 16 (0o-14%) [175 (1-59%)

Qut-of-City .

Cases = 24,294 | 1,941 (7:99%) |261 (1:07%) | 58 (0-24%) |358 (1-47%
| Total .. e 35,267 (2,603 (7-64%) [363 (1-03%) | 74 (0-21%) |533 (1-517%)
| 1946 Total .. 45.378  [3,549 (7-82%) |499 (1-10%) | 88 (0-19%) [363 (0-80%;)

Follow-wp of work done in 1947.—The following report is based
upon a study of all cases of suspected tuberculosis referred to the
City of Leeds Health Clinic by the Mass Radiography Service in 1947.

Of the 10,973 persons examined by the Mass Radiography
Service in the City of Leeds, preliminary investigations revealed
that 118 of these (10-7 per 1,000) could be suspected of suffering from
pulmonary tuberculosis. These cases were then referred to the
City of Leeds Health Clinic where after further observation and
Investigations it was considered that 50 (29 meals and 21 females)
had no serious trouble and required no further action. Fifty-two
persons (33 males and 19 females) are still under observation at the
Health Clinic.

ANALYSIS OF 118 CASES OF SUSPECTED PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

Sex Active Inactive
Male o g o LT bz
Female S s i 5 40

DisPoSAL OF I02 CASES OF INACTIVE PuUuLMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

Requiring Requiring no
Sex observation | further action
Male o, ol X 33 29
Female ot i i 10 21
e ——
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Nursing in the Home.—There were 1,526 Maternity and Child
Welfare, cases referred to the Leeds District Nursing Association
during the year.

Home and Domestic Helps.—During the vear there were 12
Home Helps in full-time employment. A Home Help was provided
for 205 Maternity and Child Welfare cases and for nine other cases.

Ante-Natal Work.—Expectant mothers attending the ante-natal
clinics during the year numbered 11,990, a decrease of 232
on the figure for 1946. Of the total, 7,760 were new cases. The
total attendances at all the ante-natal clinmics were 40,147 as
compared with 43,659 for 1g46. The large number of cases attending
the clinics is partly accounted for by the arrangements made whereby
all mothers wishing to book hospital accommodation for their con-
finement must do so through the ante-natal clinics, and partly by
the increased demands for hospital accommodation.

Births in Institutions.—Of 11,673 notified births which occurred
during the year, 7,136 or 61-1 per cent. took place in hospitals or
nursing homes in the city. In 1946 the percentage was 64-8.

The number of cases admitted to Emergency Maternity Hospitals
during 1947 was I41 as compared with 304 in 1946.

Registered Nursing Homes.—The following table gives details
of registered nursing homes in the city :—
REGISTERED NURSING HoMEs IN THE CITY,

I
l-
n
I

Maternity Maternity  and General. Total.
General.
Beds, Bcds.___
Homes.| Beds. |Homes Homes.| Beds. [Homes,
Mat'y.| Gen. Mat'y.| Gen.
: On register, 31st i
ec., 1040 s g | 105 4 30 17 9 | 140 2z | 135 | 163
Registered durmg
| 04T .. ; 1 I7 2 I 17 2
1 Registration
cancelled or
surrendered
during 1947 .. z | =28 . . . 1 I4 gL 2B Iy
On register 3ist
Dec., 1947 e 8| o4 4| 30 17 8| 134 ] 20| 124 | 151







INFANT LIFE PROTECTION.

1I3

Pusric HEALTH AcT, 1936. Part wvii. Sec. 206-219.

CHILDREN NURSED FOR HIRE OR REWARD DURING THE YEAR 1047.

MoTHERS.
Number of foster-mothers on the register at the
beginning of the year : 35
Number of foster-mothers on the reglcter at the end
of the vear 32
Foster-mothers with one -:hlld 28
Foster-mothers with two children 2
Foster-mothers with three children I
Foster-mothers with eleven children I
CHILDREN.
Number of children on the register at the heginning
of the year : 54
Number of children placed on the reg:ster durmg 14;4? 25
Number of children who ceased, during the year, to
come under the provision of this Act : 33
Number of children transferred to other foster mmhera I
Number of children on the books at the end of the year 45

DETAnLsS oF THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO CEASED,
DURING THE YEAR, TO COME UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE

PusLic HEALTH AcT, 1936.

Returned to parents or relatives..
Attained the age of g years
Adopted without payment

Sent to special homes, etc.
Moved out of the district—no trace
Died .. i

ToTaL ..

21

HoH S O

33
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Artificial Sunlight.—This continued to be given at Central
Clinic, Middleton, Holbeck and Armley Clinics. The total number
of children treated during the year was 871 and the total treatments
given 15,879, a decrease of 247 and 2,069 respectively on the numbers
for 1946.

Venereal Diseases.—The number of patients attending this
Clinic during the year was Ioz compared with 241 for 1946, Of
these, three were expectant mothers, 35 mothers and 64 infants, the
latter attending for routine blood test for adoption. As expectant
mothers are now referred to a special clinic at the Maternity Hospital
this accounts for the small number attending the above clinic.

Almoning Committee.—This Committee met on 50 occasions
and considered 2,353 cases, an increase of 305 on the number for 1946,

Food Supplements.—Under the Government Scheme, National
Dried Milk for infants has continued to be distributed at Infant
Welfare Centres as well as Vitamin preparations for expectant
mothers and children under five years. The potential take-up of
orange juice was 41-45 per cent., of cod liver oil 39-68 per cent., and
of Vitamins A and D 52-87 per cent. The comparative figures for
1946 were 46-64 per cent., 31-85 per cent., and 51-74 per cent.

Convalescent Treatment for Mothers and Children.—Conval-
escence was arranged for 19 mothers and 21 babies and for 13 mothers
without their children.

Infants’ Hospital.—The Infants’ Hospital was closed on 31st
October, 1947, as the premises at Bishop Cowgill Institute were
de-requisitioned and could no longer be used as a hospital.

There were 24 children in the hospital on 1st January, 1947.
During the year 37 children were admitted and 61 discharged.

Wyther Hostel.—On 1st January, 1947, there were seven mothers
and 11 babies in residence. During the year 44 mothers and 35
babies were admitted, of these 20 mothers were admitted for ante-
natal care and 13 babies were admitted as emergency cases without
mothers. Of the 37 mothers discharged, 16 kept their babies, 11
babies were placed with a view to adoption, six babies died in hospital
and one in the home, four mothers did not return after the birth of
the baby. Seven of the babies who had been admitted without

~mothers were discharged home and one to an institution.

On 31st December, 1947, there were 15 mothers and 17 babies
remaining in the home.
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Details of foods destroyed are given in the following table :—

MEaT, ETC., DESTROYED BY CONSENT,

1947, 1046, 1945. 1044.

Beef .. 20 o [ 359|b‘i 171,435 1bs. | 231,681 lbs.| 263,147 lbs.
Veal .. .- [ L 2,747 .. 2,420 ,, 2,098 ,,
Mutton = . 5,999 ,, ﬁr‘i’jj s 5,241 4, 5!353 e
Pork . P 2070 ., 9 i 10,521 ,, 10,131 ,,
Bacun a.m:l Ham a2 140 ,, 103 ., I,048 1.827 .
Offals. . i ..| 214,615 ,, |196,212 ,, |176,468 ,, |174.823 .,
Rabbits s S [ 0 5 3,365 ., 3,916 ,, 5,024 ,,
Poultry 45 i 1,366 ,, L. 447 i; 5,725 ,, &9z ,,
Game. . - S 36 ,, i 7. i
Horse Fleah .| 2z0,539 ., 11,0351bs.| 8,240 lbs| 6,0601bs.
Fish .. o «| 55,228 40,795 ., | 52,313 ., 73,465 ..
Shellfish 3 «s|" 30,708 . 5L.493% ., | 45.725 ., 21,603 ,
Vegetables .. wo| F7ezg .. |1Bg064 ., |314.57T ., | I78,107 ..
Fruit . S B - T 18,034 ., QL5094 ,. 20,303 .,
Tinned gaads RN (e g1 70,004 ,, Go,016 51,637 ..
Cheese ; ol 180 ,, e i o
Edible Fungl . s e 24 lbs. o
Eread and Cereals .| 10,050lbs. | 23,5131bs. | 8,172 ,, 8,577 lbs.
Flour s el ATE G = g 1,268 ,,
Biscuits o - 4,491 ,, o 3,200 lbs. e
Beans e s S o 1,210 ,, o
Sundries o ««| I2,095lbs.| 38,5431bs.| 7,250 ,, 7,902 lbs.

Totals ..| 771,834 1bs. | 803,354 lbs. |1,042,5351bs.| B33,877 lbs.
No. of Eggs.. i 8o 64 076 Bo

Shellfish.—During the year six samples were taken of shellfish
exposed for sale in the Leeds Wholesale Market and were submitted
to the Medical School for bacteriological examination. Three of these
were found to contain bacillus coli in such quantity as to render
them unfit for human consumption. These batches of polluted
mussels were rendered safe by boiling and steps were taken to prevent
further batches from the same source arriving in Leeds under
threat of condemnation.

Legal Proceedings with regard to slaughtering and illegal
slaughtering and Food Inspection.—Food and Drugs Act, 1038,
Section 57.—Proceedings were taken for slaughtering pigs on un-
licensed premises and the defendant was found guilty and fined {1.

: Food and Drugs Act, 1938, Section g (1) (A).—Proceedings
| were taken against a firm for selling unsound Cornish Pasties and the
- defendants were found guilty and fined {s.
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PHOSPHATASE TEST,

Result of Test
' s Total Satisfactor Unsatisfactor
Designation Samples | 4 Sl
Taken Percent- Percent-

No. age No. age

Pasteurised. . -y s 273 267 97-8 6 z-2
Sterilised .. 41 2 46 46 | 100-0 4 -+
Heat Treated A A2 45 44 g7-8 I 2:2

Satisfactory samples not to give colour reading of more than 2-3 Lovibond Blue Units,

Biological Test.—During the year 392 samples of milk were
submitted to the City Bacteriologist for biological examination for
the presence of tubercle bacilli. The results are shown in the
following table :—

Result of Test
Total Positive Negative

Designation Samples | —

Taken Percent- | Percent-
No. age No. | age
Tuberculin Tested e 20 e g 20 L1000
Accredited .. e G 126 7 50 110 04 4
Pasteurised . . o e 14 ik i I4 100 -0
Ungraded .. & Sk 232 5 Fez 227 g7-8
Total i 5 392 Iz 31 380 ofi-g

FOOD AND DRUGS

The Sampling Officers took 1,915 formal and 2z informal
samples of milk ; 258 formal and 68 informal samples of other
foods or drinks and 2zg formal samples of drugs.

Administrative action was taken in all cases where the samples
were found to be adulterated or deficient. If the adulteration or
deficiency was a first offence or was slight, a warning letter was
sent. More serious cases were dealt with by prosecution, and the
results of summonses issued under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938,
during the year are shown in the following table :—
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ICE-CREAM, FOOD PREPARATION AND STORAGE PREMISES

A total of 4,672 visits were paid to premises used for the sale,
storage or manufacture and preparation of foodstuffs. During
the year effective liaison has been established between the Food
Office and the Department with regard to the establishment of new
canteens and cafes. It has been arranged that licences for the
establishment of these new places should not be granted until the
premises have been approved by this Department and any altera-
tions necessary have been made. Many inspections have been made
of canteens and food preparing places in tactories, and many im-
provements have been obtained in these places.

Particulars with regard to registration of premises under
Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, are set out in the follow-
ing table . —

REGISTRATION.

Number of premises registered for the manufacture of
ice-cream during 1947 s i o e e 5

Number of premises registered for the sale of ice-cream
during 1947 et e o - - r o 66

Number of premises registered for the preparation or
manufacture of sausages or potted, pressed, pickled or

preserved food intended for sale .. e A - 20
Number of notifications of change of occupier received :—
ice-cream premises i e - - = 8
food preparing places S S - s % -
Number of ice-cream premises removed from register .. 3
Number of premises on the register 3ist December, 1947 :(—
(@) used for manufacture for sale of ice-cream. . . I24
(b} used for the sale of ice-cream - . . 525
{¢) used for the storage of ice-cream intended for sale 3

(d) used for the manufacture of sausages, or pmpara.tmn
of preserved food 3 " foef o 478

It was necessary to serve 8o informal notices in respect of
premises contravening the law and, in three instances, statutory
notices had to be served. :
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Five hundred and one routine visits to ice-cream manufacturing
premises were made and further progress was achieved in dealing
systematically with those found to be unsuitable. Eleven ice-cream
manufacturing premises were reported to the Local Authority as
being unsuitable for use for the purpose. In three instances the
registration of the premises was cancelled after the occupier had
appeared before the Committee and in one such case the business
was re-established on another site under approved conditions, as
shown in the following photographs. In the remaining cases schemes
of alteration and improvement were submitted to the Committee
and were approved.

Fish Frying Premises.—Eight hundred and seventy wvisits were
paid to registered fish frying premises. Thirteen applicants were
granted registration subject to the carrying out of works. In one
case the application for registration was refused because the premises
were unsuitable and the scheme of improvements which the appli-
cant then submitted was accepted and registration granted, subject
to the completion of these works. The improvements that can be
effected in connection with the registration of premises under Section
14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, are illustrated by the photo-
graphs of the fried fish shop at 18, Chester Place.

Ice-Cream Sampling.—During the year 343 samples of ice-
cream were taken from the places of manufacture or from local
vendors for bacteriological examination. All the laboratory results
were communicated to the ice-cream manufacturers. When the
laboratory result showed an unsatisfactory ice-cream, a special
follow-up visit was made by the district sanitary inspector to advise
on improved methods. Most frequently the cause of bad results
has been found to be inadequate cleansing of plant or utensils and
inefficient sterilisation.

The results are shown in the following tables :—
METHYLENE BLUE TEST.

Grade No. of Samples | Percentage Remarks
I 55 208 Good
2 59 224 Satisfactory
3 53 201 Unsatisfactory
4 97 36-9 Very unsatisfactory

i i

v
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS
Tuberculosis Order of 1938.—The table hereunder, which shows
the number of bovines suspected to be affected with tuberculosis,
and the action taken, is compiled from information supplied to the
Local Authority by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,

No. of suspected No. affected with No. of animals found
animals reported tuberculosis and to be not amenable
or found. slaughtered. to the Order.

26 23 3

Swine Fever Order of 1938.—During the year 24 cases of
suspected swine fever were received, all of which were investigated
by the Veterinary Inspector for or on behalf of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries. None of these cases was confirmed.

Regulation of Movement of Swine Order of 1922.—Under this
Order 157 licences for the disposal of 774 pigs from the Whitkirk
Auction Mart were issued and 614 visits have been paid to pig
keeping premises to ascertain whether the recently removed store
pigs were detained and isolated for the appropriate period.

Anthrax Order of 1938.—Two cases of suspected anthrax were
reported but were not confirmed.

Animals (Landing from Ireland, Channel Islands and Isle of
Man) Order of 1933.—During the year 2,705 Irish cattle were
received on direct purchase by the Ministry of Food and 17 Irish
store cattle were received at premises in the city.

Foot and Mouth Disease.—An outbreak of this disease occurred
at a farm in this city. At the farm there were slaughtered, in all,
four beasts and 287 pigs. The beasts’ carcases and the carcases of 187
pigs were salvaged and, after examination, passed fit for food. The
remaining Ioo pigs which were affected with Foot and Mouth
Disease were disposed of by burying in a field adjoining the piggeries.

During the outbreak a total of 301 Movement Licences was
issued, permitting the movement, under controlled conditions, of
7,087 animals.

Fowl Pest Order, 1936.—During the year this disease was
very prevalent in many parts of the country, and, in this city, five
suspected cases of Fowl Pest were reported ; in one case the out-
break was confirmed by the Ministry of Agriculture’s Veterinary
Inspector.  All domestic poultry on the premises were slaughtered ;
the carcases of 11 geese, I3 ducks, seven pullets, 33 hens and one cock
were disposed of by burning at the Corporation Refuse Disposal
Works ; the premises were disinfected.
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and 71 preliminary notices were served and five statutory notices

were issued. The following is a summary of the defects which were

remedied :—
Shops ventilated .. " e = R

Reasonable temperature secured .. S et |

Sufficient conveniences provided .. S S L X

Lighting provided ’ o 2 i

Washing facilities prcvlded 1 by L

Meals facilities provided 2 a3

Other defects remedied .. P% ¥, % 3h
HOUSING

Number of Houses.—The total number of houses in the city on
31st December, 1947, was 152,708, made up approximately of
58,872 back-to-back and 8,836 through houses.

Empty Houses.—At the year end there were gIr unoccupied
houses in the city.

New Houses.—The number of new houses completed during
the year was 1,376, of which 645 were permanent and 731 temporary.

Housing Shortage.—The number of applications for houses
standing in the registers at the Housing Department on 315t Decem-
ber, 1947, was 22,772.

Overcrowding.—The housing shortage still remains acute and
renders impossible anything but the relieving of the most serious
cases of overcrowding.

On the Municipal Estates in the city there are 23,085 occupied.
dwellings and the average percentage of overcrowding during the
year was 2-74. From privately-owned houses 234 families living in
overcrowded conditions have been rehoused during the year. Of
these families, 228 have been accommodated in municipal dwellings
and six in requisitioned dwellings.

There have been no applications for licences to permit tem-

porary overcrowding.

During the year sanitary inspectors measured 322 holses in
connection with overcrowding and 4,908 rent books were examined
to ascertain if the ** permitted number " had been inscribed.

The inspectors also surveyed 166 houses to enable owners to
be supplied with the * permitted number.”

The number of certificates of permitted numbers issued during
the year was 275, making a total of 87,981 certificates issued since
the Act became operative.
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HOUSING ACT, 1936

Table showing the number of houses examined by the Medical
Officer of Health as part of the general survey of the city during the
year ended December 31st, 1947, and the numbers represented or
otherwise dealt with, pursuant to the Public Health Act and Housing
Acts, with the corresponding figures for 1945 and 1946.

1945. | 1946.

1947,

Number of new houses erected during the year = 23 828
(i) By the Local Authority .. e o - 440
{11) By other bodies and persons ) e 23 388

. Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year.

{1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects under Public Health or Housing Acts
and the number of inspections made .. II,0I0 | IZ,449

(z) Number of dwelling-houses (included under Sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925,
and the number of inspections made .. - o 89

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state S0
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation f &, 27

(¢) Number of dwelling- ‘houses {excluswe of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found not
to be in all respects reasun,ab]y fit for human
habitation G676 q03

1, Remedy of Defects duﬂug the :,-'mr withoui Service uf Formal
Notices.

Nymber of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action taken 'b].r the Local
Authority or their Officers .. i 2 480 o1

3 Action under Statutory Powers during the j.'c:lf

A.—Proceedings under Section g of the Housing Act,
1536.

{1) NMumber of dwelling-houses in respect of which

notices were served requiring tepairs vis 373 385

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were ren-
dered fit after service of Formal Notices :—

(a) By owners 224 487

() By Local Authunty in default of ﬂwuera 2z It

B.—Proceedings under the Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
’ remedied .. 10,565 9,507
(z) Number of dwelhng houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices :—
(s) By owners = 820 1,810
&) B}r Local Authunty in default of owners 75 57
C.—Proceedings under Sections 11 and 12 of the
Housing Act, 1936.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
(a) Demolition Orders were made i oy 10

(b) Closing Orders were made A
(z) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders e T A

1,376
8g5
481

16, 500

1Z1

47

375

182

308

118

0,352

1,585
21

13
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Nuisanees.—The number of complaints made during the year
has greatly increased, being g,706. The total number of houses
surveyed and examined in connection with nuisances and housing
defects was 16,596. Nuisances abated numbered 8 184.

The number of preliminary notices served for the abatement of
nuisances was 7,063 and the number of statutory notices 1,219.
Of the latter, 737 were effective and 48z were outstanding at the
end of the year. A table analysing the work done by district
inspectors in 1947 appears on pageswi3 and iS.

Keeping of Animals.—The number of pig-keepers in the city
increased to 148. The number of pigs kept was 2,174, being a
decrease as compared with the previous year.

Many complaints of alleged nuisance were received and 4og
visits of inspection were made to pig styes; the keeping of poultry
and other animals was investigated in 57 cases.

Rat Suppression.—During the year 4,415 inspections were made
in connection with rat infestations and it was necessary to serve
34 notices under the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919. The
number of rats caught, killed or poisoned was 4,676 ; premises
cleared of rats numbered 41, and 19 buildings were rendered rat-proof.

The costs of the services of the four rat-catchers employed by
the Department, together with the costs of rat-proofing premises,
are recovered from the occupier where neglect has caused the in-
festation. The total amount of money collected in this connection
during the year amounted to £383 6s. 3d.

Closet Accommodation.—One privy and three cesspools were
abolished. The position with regard to the various types of sanitary
conveniences in the city at the end of the year was as follows : —

Privies 4" & . & L 145
Pail Closets .. s ot ok s 138
Trough Closets o = i 6% 50
Cistern Water Closets (approximately) .. 181,256

A large number of preliminary notices was served on owners of
property in connection with closet accommodation and in 199 cases
statutory notices had to be served. In the owner’'s default, the
water closets appurtenant to seven houses were repaired at a total cost
of £1z 8s. 8d. and this amount was recovered from the owners
concerned.
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Houses-let-in-lodgings.—The total number of visits paid to
houses of this type was 315. Informal action was taken in four
cases, while 14 statutory notices had to be served.

Cellar Dwellings and Underground Sleeping Rooms.—During
the year 60 visits were paid to underground sleeping rooms.

Tents and Vans.—Vigilance was exercised to ensure that no
unauthorised land was used as a camping ground and 1,373 visits
of inspection were made to tents, vans or sheds.

Canal Boats.—The number of canal boats on the register at
the end of the year was 124 ; periodical visits of inspection were
made to wharves and locks and a complete inspection was made
of 156 boats.

Vermin Infestation.—The number of inspections of dwelling-
houses in connection with vermin infestation was 518. Council
houses found to be bed-bug infested numbered 126 and privately-
owned houses found to be infested numbered 240. Arising out of
these infestations the number of dwellings disinfested was zgo.

Publie Conveniences.—Repairs to the six principal conveniences
with attendants were carried out to a total cost of {164 3s. 11d.
The cost of repairs carried out to the unattended conveniences
amounted to £433 4s. 8d., of which nearly a third was expenditure
in connection with repairs necessitated by wilful damage.

Public Sewers.—During the year 171 public sewers, affecting
629 houses or other premises, were cleansed at a cost to the Depart-
ment of £397 10s. 8d. Works of repair or maintenance were carried
out to 27 defective public sewers, affecting 159 houses or other
premises, and the cost of this work, amounting to f281 18s. 2d.
was recovered from the owners of the premises served by the sewers.

Drains.—It was necessary to carry out 88 drain tests, 818 of
these being in connection with complaints of nuisances and 8o in
respect of new drains relaid in place of those found defective. A
large number of preliminary notices were served on owners of property
for drainage repairs and in 457 cases it was necessary to serve
statutory notices under Section 39 of the Public Health Act, 1936.
The drains or other appliances of 15 houses were repaired or re-
newed by this Department in default as a matter of urgency at a
cost of £110 1s. 8d., which was recovered from the owners concerned.

The drain flushing service was continued and the income
derived from private flushing amounted to £85 135s. 6d.
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Smoke Abatement.—A total of 193 formal smoke emission
records were taken, grit deposits being recorded in 49 cases. Where
infringements of the Smoke Abatement Bye-laws were found, warning
was given by the inspector in each case. In 1og cases of technical
difficulty the Supervisory Inspector carried out survey and examina-
tion of the boiler plant for the purpose of advising with regard to
the abatement of smoke nuisances.

Informal notices calling for the abatement of smoke nuisances
were served in two cases, but statutory notices had to be served in
six cases.

Soot fall and sulphur pollution records were continued and are
preserved for future publication.

Infirm and Diseased Persons.—The number of cases of infirm
and diseased persons living under insanitary conditions drawn to
the attention of the Department showed a decrease. During the
year 27 visits were paid to such cases. In many instances improve-
ments were effected in the state of cleanliness of the premises and
in the arrangements for the care and welfare of the aged persons.
The voluntary removal of infirm and diseased persons who were
unable to devote to themselves proper care and attention was
achieved in three instances by persuasion. It was not necessary to
apply to the Court for an Order for compulsory removal in any case.

Articles exchanged for Rags.—During the year one person was
prosecuted for an offence against the provisions of Section 154
of the Public Health Act, 1936 ; the offender was fined f5.

Insect Pests.—A large number of complaints of nuisance were
received in respect of insect pests other than bed-bugs, which
have been dealt with under the subject of vermin. In one case
black maggots found crawling across a kitchen floor proved to be
the larve of the lesser house fly (Fannia Canicularis) which had
hatched from eggs laid in pigeons’ droppings at the chimney top
and had crawled down the flue. Several complaints were received
of fly nuisance caused by Anisopsis Fenistralis which has been found
to be breeding freely on the bacteria beds at Knostrop Sewage
Works : in this connection there has been collaboration with the
Sewage Works Manager in regard to preventive measures. There
have been many complaints of “ bugs’ which proved, on in-
vestigation, to be the Golden Spider Beetle (Niptus Hololewcus);







MosouiTo CONTROL

Sanifary I'nspectors examining Mosguito lavvae,
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WORK DONE BY SANITARY INSPECTORS, 1947.

ANALYSIS OF INSPECTIONS EASTEEN | WESTERN FJ!.CTIJR!ESI CITY
DIVISION | DIVISION |SHOPS, Erc.] TOTALS
DWELLINGS.

Houses recorded under Housing Rag; 1—
1. (a) 6t in all respects i 14 105 g 121
L. (b) unfit and -:-.apahle of repair L4 143 658 i 801
3. F unfit and incapable of repﬂir s 4 43 w 47
4. (d) u.nﬂergmu.u.d dwellings . i e 18 42 o &0
5. Houses for drainage o 2,430 2886 i 5,316
6. Houses for ashes amammudahnn i 237 TET S 1,004
7. Houses for closet accommodation vs 1,151 1,711 i 2,862
8. Houses for complaint and dclecu . 4289 5,416 1 0,706
13. Emmas t13::: infectious diseases .. i i% Hg 2 m

i olises for overcrowding S e A=
11. Houses for filthy conditions o o G2 (i i 130
12. Houses for verminous conditions . o 191 328 e 519
13. Housing re- tions 5 = «o] 6,883 6,051 o 13,624
14. Houses let in lodgings . 210 16 2 226
16. Scpaﬁ;t dwellings within houses let in = — -
16. Common I%sdglng bouses .. . il 318 214 24 GET
17. Canal boats ., 2 . L 62 i 156
18. Sites for tents,vlns s.heds. ste. e e 42 166 i 08
18. Tents, vans or sheds ] e o 330 1,084 e 1,373
Visits for enquiry .. 2 E o 1,666 2,608 1 4,265
FOOD PREMISES.
£1 lee-cream o A A oo o 321 173 7 BO1
22, Fried Fish .. 2 e e = 402 468 3 am
E. Eicluu anfﬂdsaunuk - e i ﬁ; ag %g I%
. Sausages pmdunts- e o
25. Other rmstemp;rpmmhw T [ 24 1 o9
26. Bakehouses e o A s b2 386 a4 B0
27. Butchers : { - o o 35 30 f Tl
28, Provision merchants - o = 33 17 13 63
20, Restaurants, cafes, kitchens o S 12 il 1,483 1,501
30. Other food pmnls-vf- . o i 54 144 an 234
31. Visits for enguiry .. M L e 137 53 a7 257
TRADES AND BUSINESSES.
2. Factories with mechanical power .. A A s 3,124 3124
33. Factories without mechanical power i = E 200 200
34. Other premises, mngt.nmtmal works, etc. £ 1 "9 '
35. Workplaces .. it 2 2 380 584
36. Shops . o -, o it a 2z d 622 628
37. Outworkers .. R o 1 540 641
38. Offensive trades i i aih i i 51 B2 133
30. Visits for enquiry .. Ve i i &0 33 003 906
SMOKE ABATEMENT.
40, Smoke observations .. . % 0 21 o 144
41. Grit deposit records & i 449 o 49
42. Boiler plant .. o 15 11 823 109
43. Visits f?:n- enquiry i {it1] 180 278 525
GIHEML-

44. Rat iofestations i H . e 1,510 301 1,931
45. Farms . £ et i ‘N A 383 18 iz 401
46. Stables we . i . . 811 26 s aar
47. Pig Styes . v s 310 a9 .- 40
48, Foultry and ul:l:lu' alnlnlls i = 30 27 3 57
48, Water su.pdpl s o S 151 41 5 192
0. Infirm an zbmﬂ:l PETSONS o il 20 7 27
61, Watercourses, ditches . . . M 11 1 106
M’I‘ w‘rm L] LR &% & & 3 s '
53. Other nuisances - = 240 111 2 353
E4. Public convenjences . ; 654 6OT 281 1,442
65, Visits for enquiry .. . St 302 (3] a3 488
58. Mo access visits .. ., R 1,870 1,672 163 8,714
&7. Other visits (not included above) e 472 624 150 1,308




R

.

]t o

ARy S

3
%
:
‘
'.'
P
]
E

153

WORK DONE BY SANITARY INSPECTORS, 1947.—contd.

ANALYSIS OF WORK DONE EASTERN | WESTERN |FACTORIES CITY
; DIVISION | DIVISION |SHOPS, Ere.] TOTALS
DWELLING REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS.
68. Roofs, valley gutters, flashings, ete. E07 1,120 2,017
50, E.‘n.'l.wne}r :l:u:lu ﬂllH.. pnts. et .. 119 1683 312
8. Eam spouls . = o TED T35 1,504
il e = o 351 05 56
pry E'ram 'pr;mmk' e = g1 =7
: p- COUrses prov =
64. Dampness otherwise rem 9 53 62
65. Wallplaster i 45 168 213
6. i - 24 67 a1
67. Floors . &4 43 67
B8. WInduws. Iramu. m:ds ete. 821 137 218
% Dvm dﬁre—m.;ﬁm' H l?g 1*3
EﬂtH. ﬂ-ﬂ o 7
Tl. Washing boilers, setpots, etc. i 17 24 46
T2. Sinks, 'l.lvn.tm"}' basins, ete. ; a7 130 197
73. Waste pipes i ki 124 154 278
T4. Water supply prwided Sa e 12 17 )
R Eovings, ek :: 5 30 i
vings, passages . ;
7. airs tga:r?ter closets .. oE2 (ih! &) 1,215
78. New water closets provided 51 24 T8
79. New pail closets provided .. 4 o i
80. Trough closets abolished ., : £ i =4
8l. Privy closets abolished i . e I
82, Pail closets abolished o 2 o i =
ﬁ Dustbins provided .. - 7 Eg Bg 124
12
Bh. m gg its abolished 1 i 1
B6. Other thm- abolished , 5 1 ] 9
87. Otber repairs to houses .. a ooy 167 34
88. Verminous houses disinfested 11 27 38
B8 Dirty houses cleansed : . 21 5 26
8. Closets cleansed or limewashed .. iy 11 10 21
ﬂ- H&udﬁm_ und dwellmt made ﬁtlm- closed 1 e 1
N Improvements to commaon IH’.EI.I:E'
houses .. e b e i B
83. Other improvements to houses let in
lodgings .. o e o 2 b
M. Improvements to canal boats e o
956. Improvements to caravan sites
FOOD PREMISES.
9. Wills ceilings, floors, etc., repaired 10 20 15 45
a7, ceilings, fioors, etc., ::Ieanud 16 a3 45 B4
08, \"uti]'.a tion provided or e 3 14 1 18
90,  Articles, :ppmw.t, dnthm.g clsa.naed. 5 4 [ e 1]
100, w:-.m; ties provided Tk 2 11 5 18
101. Wuhm; facilities maintained ol L 4 S i
102, Other improvements 33 eh 24 ag ] 6l
TRADES AND BUSINESSES.
Facronrigs,
103. 5 - 11 11
104. Hooms ventilated E G &
% Overcrowding a % L 5
s wa i 1
108. Insufficient conveniences remedied i B 0
100. Unsuitable/defective conveniences remedied 513 513
110. Conveniences made separate for scxes a7 age
111. Other offences remedied .. " 441 441
112. Absence of abstract noted . 10 10
WoORKFLACES,
113. Rooms ventilated .. o o e 4 4
i“- ﬂlu'mwdm.g' abated o is e 1 1
118, Slﬁﬂkm conveniences provided . 12 12
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