[Report 1957] / Medical Officer of Health, Leatherhead U.D.C.

Contributors

Leatherhead (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1957

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/anctyjsy

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

Unable to display this page






























EIRTS

L*wve births numbered 483, of which 239 were males end 24} femgles,
The birth-rata wes 14.8 per 1,000 of the population, compersd with the rate
of 13,2 for 1955,

Dotalls such as ege and gex distribution offect local birth-rataes
and invalidete comparison with the rates of other porulaticms. To overe
come this a comparability factor {1.01} has been supplled by the E-.:r:._lt:ar
General which when applied to the erude birth-rate, gives a figure which
pay be used for purposes of compariscn, On epplicaiicn of this factor a

gtardnrdised birth-rate of 14,9 is obtained, corpared with a rate of 16.1
for England and Weles,

. Bight birtha, c» 1,7F of the total, werc illegitimte, The
ngcndins rates for England and Wales and for the Comty of Swwrey

DEATED

tha assisnod to the area nunbered 304, representing a crude
death-rate of 9.3 per 1,000 of tho estimmted population. The total includad

factor (1,00) hae been provided by the Reglstrar
Gemeral which may be applied to the crude death-rate for use in comparing
the local death-rate with those of other epreas. The fector naltee ellowance
for the differing age and sex distributions of loecel populaticons. 4As the
factor 1z wnity, there is, for this year, no warlation between the erude
| and ptandardiscd rates. The deatheiate is 1.3% highor than the low figure
| 'lilﬂ.ﬂh woe recorded last year, but is still comsiderably below the fimwe of
11,5 for England and Welea,

Approximately 50% of deaths tock place in hespital or mmeirs homoa,
‘The average age at death of mles wes 66,5 years and of fomles (9.6 years.

The couses of death sre classified in Table III,

Dimeages of heart and waescular systen (categories 17-21 in Table II]
‘gawsed 155 deaths (4,75 per 1,000 populaticn) and non=tuberoulor disenses of
the respizatory eysten (catsgardes 23-25) rosulted in 30 deaths (0,90 per
popuiation)s Malignant disesse (categories 10-14) was responaible for
deaths (1.72 per 1,000 population) of which the primary site was in the
ge bronchus in G males ond 3 forales., Compared with 1956 there was a
m in the mmber of deathe from cordio=wnsculsr diseases and slight fnlls
iz thoss dus to reapiratory and malignont diseases,

Two residenta, aged 63 and 75 years respectively, died as a result
- of injuries received in road accidents involving motor wehlcles, of which cne
- ooourred within the district.

A third death from a road accident was the result of an elderly
man falling from a bleyele,

Other Accidental Dogths

Other types of accidents caused 4 deaths, These included cne of
‘accidental conl gas poisoning from the domsatic supply, end two which
redulted from complications following fractures of the leg incurred by

- elderly perscns by falls to the grmndj


















2, P N OF HE SERVICES FOR THE

HOSPITAL FACILITIES

The Leathorhead Hospital is staffed by the general practiticners
of the district, who have the benefit of a consultant staff, when required.
It 18 a goneral hospital with a bed complement of 55, en out-patient
department and physiotherapy and I-ray departments,

The Epaonm District Hospital and the Doriking General Hospital alse
provide generel hospital facilities, and accommodaticn for meternity cases.

Patients requiring hospitel trectment for infectious diseases may
ba edmitted to one of a number of hospitals, none of which is situated in
tha district, During the year cases were sent to Cuddington Hospitel,
Banetead and to Queen Mayy's Hospital for Children, Carshalton,

LABORATORY FACILITIES

The Public Health Laboratory service is meintained by the Modicel
Research Council on behalf of the Ministry of Healths A local laboratery
of the service ias situated at West Hill House, West Hill, Epsom, and a
comprehenaive series of investigntions is at the dispessl of medienl
practitioners,

The ataff of the laberatory plso examine and report cn the
bacteriological conditicns of samples of milk, food and water taken by the
local anthorities' Public Health Depertments, 1In the course of the year
13 samples of water, 89 of milk and 17 of lce—crean taoken in this district
vare exardnad, The results of the examinntions on water and rdlk supplies
are suwmmrised in later eecticns of this report, and these relating to
ice=gream are dealt with in the Chief Public Health Inspector's report.

There 18 aleo a bactericlegleal and pathologleal department at
the Epaom District Hospital, primarily intended to deal with the work of
the hospitals in the group.

AMBULANCE FACILITIFES

The publiec ambulance service iz now under the control of the Suwrrey
County Councdl, who heve given the following information regarding thhuse of

the sarvice.

Tha main ambulanee station for the srea i3 the Smellfidlds secticn
of the Redhill County Hospital {Tulaphona No. Spallfields 271) with a sub-

~ gtation at the Mension, Clurch Street, Leatherhead,

In cases of accldente in the home or elsewhere or in sudden illness

 in the street or public places, any responsible person my call the ambulance

} to wrers,

l-r--f"l' e

%o remove the patient (if by telsphone use the local Emergency Calling Systen).
Norml mternity cases will be removed if the applicant can give evidence

that o maternity bed has been booked. Mpternity coses with serious coopli-
cations, or where birth is imminent, will not normally be remcwed without the
authority of a doctor or certified midwife, who shomld travel with the patient
in the ambulance.

The remowal of other cases of illness or accident will be arranged
by the hespital concerned, or by the medical practiticner in charge of the

~ patient, For privete remcwls a written request, accompanied by z doctor's

certificate, should be made to the County Medical Officer for his considera-
tion, Provided that these requirements are fulfilled no charge will be made
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FACTLITIES

A mortunry 48 owmed and mainteined by the Council in Emlyn Lane,
Ieatherhead, It iz equipped with o refrigeration chamber which can
aceommodata 3 bofles, Facilitles have been granted to the Dorking Urban
Diatrict and the Dorldng and Horley Rural District Councils to use the
nortanry on 2 mrtually setisfactory financial bosis,

A total of 65 bodies wore removed to the mortuery during the jear,
of these 23 weore fron the Dorking Urban District and 8 from the Dorldng and
Horley Rurpl District, In addition 3 bodies from the Leatherhead Urban
Diastrict, 2 from Dorking Urban District and 1 from Dorking end Horley Rural
Dintrict were taken to the mertw.ry mintained by the Epsom and Ewell

Borough Council,

TS PEFSONAL HEAUTH SERVICES
Care of Mothers, Young Children, etc.

The provision of services relating to the care of mothers and
young children, midwifery, health visiting, home nursing, immmnisaticn and
vaccination, ambulance and domestle help are the respcnsibility of the
Surrey County Council as local health authority. Day-te=day administration
i3 carried on by the Central Divisional Heslth Sub-Committes with offices
in Ashley House, Epscm, under the direction of Dr, P. H. R. Andorsen, the
Diviaional Medieal Ufficer,

IMANISATION AGATNST INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Immmisaticn egainst diphtheria and tetanus, and wvaccination agoinst
amellpox and whooping cough can be cbtained from general practitionsrs wunder
the terme of the Naticnal Health Service Act, or frenm the County Council
Clindcs,.

Bs Cs Gu wceination against tuborculosis is awmilsble for all
ehildren betareen 13 and 14 years.

The names of children born in the years 1947 = 1957 can be
regiatered with the Surrey County Council for vaceinaticn apainst poliomyelitis,
Shortege of mterisl caused a conslderable delay in giving the treatment in

any cases,

Figurea relating to the numbers treated in these wericus proceduras
will be found in Secticn & of this report.

EAMILY PLANNING ASSOCTATTON

A branch of the Famdly Planning Association functicns in the district.
It provides a weelly clinic at the Epsom District Hospital with the consent
of tho Hoopital Menagement Committee and the Medical Superintendent. The
pedizal olaff in ‘appointed by the Association and is assisted by vcluntary
vorksrn, The work of the Assoclation 18 concerned with the teaching of
ceniracepilon to married perscns, and also with the investigation of sub-
fortility and other sex problerms,

Informtion has been received from the Hon, Secretary (Mras, E. M,
Howley, L4 Copae Edge Avenue, Epsom, telephone No. Epsom 2769) of the local
brench of the Asscciation that 2,129 vieits were made 4o the clinic during
:h;fgaﬂt yoar, including 531 firat 1'1311;&, and that postal enquiries totnlled
2703

(9)
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WATER SUFPPLIES

The dlstrict is fortunate in its water supply, which is abundant,

of good quality and widely distributed., The East Surrey Waeter Company is
the statutcry vndertalidng for the arca, It cbtains ite water fron deep
walls mmnk 3nto chalk, some of which are situnted in this dlstrict,
Sunpides cre softenad and chlorinated befere distributions 4 careful control

rew end treated woter is maintnined by the coopeny, whose staff

g & fvll tine chemiet and bacteriologlst., All examinations of the
{rantad water pade dwring the yoar have been foumd to be satisfactory,

Exepinations are nlso mode at regular interwmls cn behalf of
varicus local authorities whose districta are served by the Company,

PRATNAGE AND SEWERAGE

There are two sewage dlsposal works in the district, cme at
Leatherhoad and the other at Bookham. Both processes are on continwous
flow settlemont comprising detritus tanks, rotary filters, ote.

At Bockham the effluent passes through a hurms tank and thence by
the cutflow sewer to an adjacent brook, finally reaching the Riwver Mole,

The Leatherhond Sewage Disposal Werks consistas of detritus channela,
primary snd secondary sedimentation tenks, trevelling distributors, hums
tanka, otcy, Land treatrent 13 used for the treatmont of storm water, The
effluant after final treatment at the huma tanks 1s discharged into a concrete
charnel and conveyed to the River Mole.

Sludge is disposed of by composting with screened and pulwverised
howse rofuse, the resulient manure being sold to fermers, agricultural
merchanta to rotepayers,

Extensions to both these works are now necessary due to the
ineressed flow, Consulting Engineers have been appointed to prepere schemea,
i ﬁlrlﬂhiah Ministerial approwel has been cbtained end work will commence early

Moin drodnage wos provided in a portion of Guildford Rond end of
Woodlende Road, Little Bookham, by srrangenent with the Guildford Rurel

- District ﬂamuil who have econatructed sewers and disposal works to service
the contiguous part of their aren.

EUELIC CLEANS ING

The weeldy ccllection of house and trade refuse is wndertaken by
means of 6 low=looding Shelvoke end Drowry freighters each menned by s driver
and three loaders,

| Honse and trade refuse from the whole area 1a disposed of at the
‘Leatherhead Sewoge Diaposal Werks, where a salwoge and crushing plant is
installad, Ash and dust ave separanted by screening, bottles, tins, ote.,
- removed on a picking belt, paper beled for sale and the residue crushed,
corpested with sewage sludge, and sold as fertiliser,

Approval has been given to the provision of a new separation and
aoivage plant entirely mechanised combined with & new composting plant to
Tepioca the cxisting equipment which 13 now 23 years old. It is anticipated
tiet construetion of the new plant will be started in the latter part of 1958,

(12)































Lommdsation aeninat Diphtherin (combs)

Olinics in schools have been organised by the Divisional Medical Officer
for pupils requiring treatment, wsuelly the reinforeing course, The alm
is for every child Yo receive the primary trectment within its first year
of 1ifs, and to be given reirforcing treatments at interwls of 3 to 4 years
up to the end of achool 1ife, It i1s not claimed that absclute lmrundty
will be attained for every child, but thers is clear evidence that the risk
of an mtzrcoated child controcting diphtheris is four times as great as that
of sn immmnised child, and that the rick of death 18 nearly thirty times cs

granty

Notifications were received from medical practiticnmers end clindecs
that 430 children received primary treatment and 533 received reinforeing
doses, The following figures show how the facilitiss for treatment have

bosn used,
Erimory Trontnont Belnforeing Doges
Treated at Clinles ond

Schools 230 L6
Treated by General Practiticners 200 27
430 533

e —

In 317 infonts the trentment was completed before reaching the age
" of ome year, representing 65% of the number of births registered during the
goare

k At the end of the year it wns estimated that 63% of children under
' onge of 15 years had been treated ond were still in an effective stote of
:hnm.t'lv. The figuwre for 1955 was 674

With the materisla now gvailable it is possible to combine
 diphtheris, whaap:l.ug cough and tetams immmisation in one series of injections
and deiails of the numbors so treated are given under the heedings decling
with these diseases. For epidemiclogical reascms, howover, it is

- recozmended that the use of combined prophylactics sheuld be restricted to
the winter menths.

WHCOPING COUGH

el Seventy-five cases of whooping cough were notified compored with
70 in the previous year, The incidence rate wns 2,30 per 1,000 pepulation.
- There were no deaths from the disease.

_ Notificatioms were received from medical proctiticners end clinics

lhtﬂ.éalﬂ].ﬂran had received a primary course and 126 children had been

i ven booster doses. In 387 children the primry treatoent was combined

- wlth Imminisation egainst diphtheria, and in 327 of these Immmisation sgainat
tetanmue wasz also included,

WRAIES

Eight lnmdred and ninety-four capses of measlos were notified -:h;u:-:l,ng
tio year, compored with 22 in 1956, The great woriation in these totals ia

in secord with the biennial nature which epidemics of moansles assume, No
doath from the disecse wns reccrded, notwithstanding the size of the epldomic,
' The incidence rate was 27,4 per 1,000 ?o;mlntd.m.




















































































Movenble Duwellings (Cont.)
I At the end of the yoar 12 individunl caravans were occupled, of

which 3 were cn sites temporarily during the erection of houses for
eventunl uwse of tho occupiers,

The two sitee previcusly licensed were acquired by the Coumeil
for housing purposes, and nc further carevuns will be admitted thereto.

LCFECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

MILK SUPPLY

The Comnell's dutdes with regerd to milk are now limited to the
reglstration of distributors and dairies, with the enforcement of the
relevant parts of the Milk and Dairies Regulations, the licensing of those
who sell desipgnoted milk, either row or heat treated, in the district
wnder the appropriate Special Designationa Regulaticns, and the important
function of sampling for various milk supplies, as a routine part of thelr
work for snfoguarding of public health,

The Milk (Special Designations) (Specified Areas) (¥.,2) Order,
1954, was made on the 10th September, 1954, and came into cperation ecn the
156 October, 1954, aince which date the use of a special designatiom has
been gbligatory for the purpcse of all sales cof milk by retail,

Saventy-flve samples of pasteurised milk, 1 of sterilised milk
and 13 of tuberculin tested milk were taken and submitted to the Public
Haal+th Loboratory ot Epaon for examinaticn,

Of the 75 samples of pesteurised milk, all passed the Methylene
Blne Test, and 21l tut one pased the Phosphatase Test, The sample which
failed the Fheaphainse Test wna in respect of milk pasteurised in ancther
district; the fallure was notifiod to the Council for the district concerned,
and follow-up samples proved satisfactory.

The 13 semples of Tuberculin Tested milk all pessed the Methylane
Blue Test.

The sample of Sterilised Milk passed the Turbidity Test.

Four samples of rav wngraded milk, a proporticn of which is consumed
in ita raw state by the farm staff, the balance gring for pasteurisation at
the local esteblishment, were submitted for biologieal exaninatirn, the results
being negative,

Desienated Milk Suprly

The following licences were issued to reteilosrs desiring to retail
Designated Milk:-

Desimation Denler's Liconces Supplerentary Licences

Tuberculin Tested 5 5
FPastourisad 5 5
Starilised g &

A Pastelriser's Licence was issued to one dairyman in respect of
his pastewrising plant within the district.

(31)
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Eood Adultorstion (eont.)

Wine Essence Condition of sanple duwe to time it had been on
rotailors prenises - entire atock of this and
ginilar essonce voluntarily surrcndarcd.

The remnining irregularities concerned labelling provisicns
of the Labelling of Food Order, 1953, ond in ecch cape the momufneturor
accopted the cpinion of the Public Annlyst and agreed to moke epproprico
alterations to labela.

FO0D_PREMISES

Thore are 196 promises within the urban distriet in which food
is prepared or stored fur sale, classified ns undors=

Bokers 9
Butchers 19
Canndng Fectory 1l
Confectioners 34
Dairies and Milk Stcres 2
Fishnongeras and Fryera ik |
Creengrocers and Frulterers 21
Grocers and Provislon Merchonts 51
Grocers and Butchers 2
Hotels and Public Housca 17
Regtaurants znd Cafes 23
Wine Morchonte aond Off Liocecnces 6

0f those premises, the following are registered under Sectim
16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955:=-

Memufacture of Sausages 16
Pickling of Moat 16
Frying of Fish 6
Pregserving of Frult i B

FOOD HYGIENF FEGULATIONS, 1955.

As reported last yoar all the focd premises were visited to
acquaint the propristors and monagoments with the provisions of the new
Rogulations,

The premises are nuw under routine inspecticn, and as a result
of informal action, the following work hes been corried cuti=

Bamgdation Noture of Work No, of Promisos
Structural repairs and rencvationa 23

6 Equipment replacad 13
8 Ddaplay etands roised 3
8 Display stonds removed 2
12(2 Drain inlet sealed off 1
15 W.C's repaired or renewed 16
1405 Notices provided L
16 Wash hand besina provided it
16)2 Hot water provided 17
16 Hand towels provided 2
16 Nail bmyahes provided g

(35)


















Bodent and Insect Peste (cont.)
Yeroin

A Post Service is supplied, on request, to a hospital and six
County Commeil Schocl Canteens in the district, charges being recovered
for Timo and Materials,

In addition, disinfestation was carried out at 50 premiscs
during the year, as follows:-

Yormin  Noe of Promisog Insecticide
inte ' 9 Dicldrin end B.H.C,
Cockroachos 28 Dieldrin & Lindane Smoks Generotors.
Flies 9 Doldrin, D.D.T, & B.H.C. Smoke Genernters,

One establishmont is registered under the 1951 Act; a sample
token from the promises for chemicol analysis reached the required standard,

EET ANIMALS
8ix premises are licensed under tho Pet Animnls Act, 1951,

Inspections for purposes of Proviesions as to health including
inspecticne mode by Public Hsalth Inspectors.

|
Pramises fumber on | Inspections | Written | Occuplers
Register Notlces Pl‘mﬂgll‘tﬁd
1 3 4 5

(1) Pactories in which
Section 1,2,3,4, and 6
are to be enforced by
local authorities & 4 - -

(41) Factories not
included in (1) in
which Secticn 7 is
enforced by the

loenl suthority 102 106 - =

(1i1) Other premises
in which Secticon 7
is enforeced by tha
local authority
(excluding oubtworkers
premises) 1 19 = -

TOTAL 154 129 - -

(38)


















