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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR
THE YEAR 1956
i i STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITI 4] AHEA
Arag {ﬂma] e 'L 'TL s aaw 1—1,1&?
Pﬂpﬂ:&ﬂm ‘.ﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂm 1951] EE ] - e LY ] 2'?_,20‘5
Population (Estimated mid~year 1956) ses 31,780
Density (persons per acre) dik Sn P 2.8
Humber of inhabited houses according to the Rate Books
at 31st December, 1956 see ves 9,450
Rateable Velue at 31st December, 1956 - e £557,152
Sum represented by a Penny Rate e . sas £2,270
EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR
Live Birthe Total Yalo Female
. Total 225 196 Birth rate per
Legitimate 219 193 1,000 population 13,2
I1legitimate 6 3
Standardised
Birth rate 13.4
SHill Birtha
. Total 1 2 Rate per 1,000
Legitimate i 5 2 total live and
Illegitimate - - 8til1l births el
Rate per 1,000
population 0.09
Doaths 121 133 Crudo Death Rate 8,0
& Standardised
Death Rate 8,0
Total 6 4 2 Intant Mortality
Legitimate & A 2 Rate per 1,000
Illegitimate - - = liwve births 14,3

Total 2 -

Logitimate 2 -

Illegitimate - -
Maternal Mortality

Maternsl causes (excluding abortion)

Dua to abortion

Neonatal Mortality
Rate per 1,000
live births

Maternal Mortality
Rate per 1000 liwe
and still births

4eB

Table I shows birth and death rates, and case rates for infectious

diseases, with comparison with the figures for 1955,

Table II givee a comperison of birth, death and infant mortality
rates for the district aince 1931, with the figures of England and

Wales for the same period. )






BIRTHS

Live births numbered 421, of which 225 were males end 196
femalas, The birth-rate was 13.2 per 1,000 of the population, compared
with the rate of 15,7 for England and Weles, A comparability factor
(1,01) has been supplied by the Registrsr Generel, allowing for the
differing age and sex distribution of the peopulation in different areas,
for use when comparing the local rate with those of other districta,
When epplied, & stendsrdised rate of 13,4 is obtained, This figure
is conaiderably lower than thet of 1955, which waa, however, sbove the
avorage of the past fow years,

Nine births, or 2,13% of the total were illegitimate, The
corresponding rate for England and Wales was over 4h.

CEATHS
The deaths assigned to the aroa numbered 254, representing a

crude death-rate of 8,0 per 1,000 of the catimated population. The
total included 121 males and 133 femlos.

A comparability factor (1,00) has been provided by the Registrar-
General which may be applied to the crude death-rate for use in comparing
the local death~rate with those of other arces, The factor makes
allowance for the differing ago and sex distributionz of locel populations,
Az the factor is unity, there is, for this yoar, no veriatien between
the crude and atandardised rates, The crude death-rate is the lowest
yot recrrded for the Loatherhead Urban District, and ie an indication of
the heelthy conditirme which preveil in the eres, The death-rats for
Eﬂglﬂnﬂ and Walag was nt‘?t

The causes of doath are classifiod in Table III, Approximately
54% of deaths tonk place in hospital,

The average age at death of males was 67,4 years and of fomales
69,1 years,

Deaths from Concox

Deaths from cancer caused 4% deaths, consisting of 23 meles
and 26 femmles., Tha death-rate from cancer in all forms was 1.54% per
1,000 poraons, that for England and Wales being 2,08%. Cancer nf the
lunga and bronchus caused 9 deaths, all males, giving a death-rate of 0,28
‘per 1,000 persrns compered with a rate of 0,41 for England and Wales,

ZNEANT MORTALITY

There were 6 deaths of infarte under 1 yoar of sge, this being
a decreaso of 5 on last year!s figures, The infant mortality rate at
143 per 1,000 live births is appreciably lower than the figure of 23.8
for England and Wales,

When anelysing the causes of tnese deaths the originating factor
was found to be congenital malformaticns in 4 casos, and prematurity in
tme, One infant who had overcome the hazards of the neonatal period
died of asphyxia due to the inhalation of vomlt at the age of 5 mentha,

There were no deaths of illegitimate children.

MATERNAL MORTALITY

There wap no death attributed te maternal causes, Last year
there were 2 deaths giving a meternal mortality rate of 4,46 per 1,000
births, The rate in 1956 for E?g}andr and Wales was 0,565,
5












The Public Health Laboratory service is meintained by &
Modical Research Coumell on behalf of the Ministry of Health, A lnﬂﬁl
laboratory of the service is situated at Weet Hill House, Weat Hill,

Epsom,

Tho staff of the laboratory alse examine and report on the
bacteriological conditions of samples of milk, food and water taken oy
the local authorities! Public Health Dopartments. 1In the course of
ihe yoar 8 pamples of water, 98 of milk and 15 of ice-cream taken in
this disfrict were examined, The results of tho oxaminatlona on water
and milk supplier are summerised in later sectioms of thie report, and
these relating to ice-cream are dealt with in the Chief Public Health
Ipapector's report,

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

The public ambulance service 1s now under the control of the
Surrey County Ccunecil, who bave given the following inforpetion
regarding the use of the service,

The main ambulance station for the areca ls the Smpllficlde
section of the Redhill County Hospital (Telephono No. Smallfields 271)
with a sub=station at the Meneion, Church Street, Lenthorhead,

In eases of accidents in the home or elsevhere or in sudden
illinoss in the street or public pl&cas, any responsible perscn may call
the ambulance to romove the patient (if by telephone use ths local
Emergency Calling System), Normal maternity cases will be removed if
the a cant can glw evidence that ¢ mtornity bed has boen booked,
Maternity cases with soricug complicatiins, or where birth is imminent,
will not normally be removed without the authority of o doctor or
| certified midwife, who should travel with the patient in the ambulance,

The rempvel of other caseg of illness or accident will be
arranged by the hespital eoncerned, or by tho medicel practiticner in
charge of the patient, For priwmte romowmls a written request
ompanied by a doctor's certificate, sheuld be mde to the County
fdlenl Officer for his eoneideration, Provided thot these reguirerents
fulfilled no charge will bte made to users,

ift

The provision of services relating to the care of mothers and
yamg children, midwifery, health visiting, bome nursing, immmisazion
and waccination, ambulance snd domsstic help are the respenoibility of the
Surrey County Cvuncil as local health suthority, Day-to-day administrstion
iz carried on by the Central Divisicnal Health Sub-Committoe with offices
in Ashley House, Epsom, under the direcetion of Dr, P, H. R. Anderemon,
Divisionpl Hnﬂiunl Officer,

For coovendence of roferences o time=tebls of clinies £ollows,
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3 SANITARY CIRCUMBTANGES OF THE AREA

WATER SUPPLIES

The district is fortunete in ite water supply, which is
abundant, of gocd quality and widely diastributed, The East Surrey
Water Company is the statutory undertaking for the area, It obtains
ita water from deep wells sunk into chalk, some of which are situnted
in this district. Supplics are softened and chlorinated btefore
distribution, A careful control of the raw and treated water is
meintained by the company, whose staff includes a full time chemist
end bactericlegist, All examinatirns of the treated water made
during the year have been found to be satizfectory.

Examinations are also mede at reguler interwvale on beholf
of warious local outhorities whose districts are served by the Company.

DRATIAGE AND SEWERAGE

There ere two sewage dispeeal works in the district, one at
Leatherhead and the other at Bookham, Both processes are on continuous
flow gettlement comprising detritus tenks, rotery filters, cte.

At Bookham the effluent passes through a humus tank and thonco
by the outflow sewer tn a ditch adjacent, finally reaching the River Hole.

The Leatherhend Sewnge Disprsal Works eonsists of detritus
channels, primery and seccndary sedimentatinon tanks, rotery and
travelling distributors, hums tanks, etc, Land treatment is now only
wied for the treatment of storm water. The effluent after final
trentment at the humis tonks ig discherged into o concrete chonnel and
conveyed to the River Mole,

Sludge is disprsed of by composting with screened snd pulvorised
hruse refuse, the resultant menure being sold to farmers, sgricultural
merchants and to ratepayers.

Extensimns to both these works are now necossary dus to the

incrensed flow, and Consulting Engincers hove boon eppeinted to propare
a schome,

EUBLIC CLEANSING

The woelkly eollecticn of house and trade refuse is undertakon
meang of 6 low loading Sholvoke and Drowry freighters cach monned by
a driver and threo loadors,

Heuse ond trade refuse from the whele area is disposed of ot
the Leatherhead Sewnge Disposal Werks, where o salvage and crushing plant
is instelled, Ash and dust ore separated by scroening, bottlos, tina
etc,, removed cn a picking belt, paper baled for sclo and the residuo
crushed, comprated with sewage sludge, end sold as fortiliser.

Schomos are in preparation for the provision of a now
separaticn and snlwvage plant entirely mechanised combined with a new
compeating plant to replace the existing equipment which is now 22 yoars
eld

(1¢)
























P —————————————

= —

T

P S

L DHSPECTION 5 0.

MILK SUPPLY

The Council's dutiocs with rogord to milk aro now limited to
the reglstration of distributors end deirics, with the enforcoment of
the relevent parts of the Milk ond Doiries Regulations, the licensing
of those who sell designated milk, either raw or heat treated, in the
district under the cppropriate Special Designations Regulations, and
the important functicn of sampling the verious milk supplies, os o
riutine part of their work for the sefogunrding of public health.

The Milk (Special Designeticns) (Specificd Areas) (No, 2)
Order, 1954, wos made on tho 10th September, 1954, and came into
oporation on tho 1st Octobor, 1954, sinco which date the use of o gpecid

dogignetion hes beon obligatury fur the purpcee of all sales of milk
b:'i" retedl,

L s ol bt

Seventy-six samples of pasteurised milk, four of sterilised
milk and eighteen of tuborculin tested milk were taken and sent to the
Public Health Laboratory at Epsom for examination,

The samples of pasteurised milk passed the Phosphatese Test
showing that the milk had boon properly hoat treated, end all but cne
tho Mothylenoe Blue Test.

Of the eighteen sarples of Tuborculin Tested milk all but two
passed the Mothylene Blus Test,

All the samples of Sterilised milk passed the Turbidity Test.

Seven samples of dosignatod milk produced in the district and
retailed in the raw state wore submitted for biologleazl test for the
presonco of tubercle bacilli, tho rosults being negetiwe in all cases.

A sample of raw ungraded milk, a proportivn of which is consumed
in ite raw atate by thoe form ataff, the balance going for pasteurisation
at the local esteblishront, wes submittod for biclogical oxaminatiom, the
rosult being negative,

Desiemated Milk Supply

The following llicences were issued to rotailors desiring to

" reteil Graded Milk:-

Designation Dealer's Liconcos Supplementary Liconces
Tuboreulin Tested 5 ' 5
Pegtourised 5 5
Sterilised 8 4

One dairyman holds a Pasteuriser's Licence in respoct of his
pastourising plant within the district,

(14)
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IABLE ITT

OF DEATH TN THE LEATHERHEAD DISTRI
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1. Tuberculosis of the Respiratory System
2+ Other forms of Tuberculosis

3. Syphilitic Disease

Lo Diphtheria

5+ Whooping Gough

6, Meningococeal Infections

Ta heute Poliomyelitis

8, Moagles

9s Other infective and parasitic discases
10, Malignant neoplasm, stomach

11, Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
12, Malignont nooplasm, breast

13, Malignant neoplasm, uterus

15, Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms
15, Louknemin, aleuknemin

16, Diasbotcs

17s Vogcular lesions of norvous systom
18, Coronary disesse, angina

19, Hypertonsion with heart discase

20, Other heart discase

21, Other circulatory disease

22, Influecnsa

23, Pnoumonia

24+ Bronchitis

25, Other discases of resplratory system
26, Ulcor of stomach and duodenum

27, Gostritis, enteritis and diarrhoce
28, Nephritis and Nophrosis

29, Hyperplosis of prostate

30, Prognancy, childbirth and sborticn
31, Congonital molformations

32, Other defined and ill-defincd diseascs
33, Motor whicle nccidents

34s A1l othoer pccidents

35. Sulcide

36, Homlclide and oporntions of war
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