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“Hﬂt H’J—l HMEB,
Weat Hﬂ%ﬁ

Sur:ﬂr.

August, 1956,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Leatherhead Urban District Counecil

an,

. I have the honour to submit an Annual Report for the
1955; which has been prepared in accordance with the
virements nub&.‘l.mdinﬂircular 17/55 of the Miniatry of Health,

. In reviewing the vitel statistics it will be noted

there was a rise of 2,1 in the death-rute, Frobably the

ple factor in the rise is to be found in the wvery low death-

in the previous year: Aif the two years are considered together, "

- average death-rate lies within normal limits. Dealing with

ratively small totals, misleading fluctuations may occur, and in

inatance I do not regard the rise in the death-rate as evidence of
existence of any condition in the district unfavourable to health.

With a rise of l.6 a considerable fluctustion also
rred in the birth-rate, It will be of interest to note whether
-!i_;l.ahurmtaiﬂ sustained in future yoars.

The outstanding matter in relation to infectious disease

8 imminence of the production of a vaccine against infection by
jomyelitis virus. By good fortune there was no serious

reak of the disecase in the district thias year, but hitherto it
'ﬁaan !.q:ﬂnibla to take effective steps to prevent such an

e The time iz now near when it may be possible for a
pad artificial immmity to be given,

In the Chief Senitary Inspector!s roport a great deal of
mtion is to be found concerning housing eonditions, supervision
gupplies and many other matters coming within the survey of

¢ health department, He and his ataff are to be congratulated
» high standard of efficiency which they have maintained,

It ia my pleasurs, once agein, to record my appreciation to
1 and particularly to the Chairman and Members of the
nlth Committee, for the encouragement which they have given
Publi~ Health Daparﬁnant, in fulfilling its duties. I am
gratoful also to the Council's officers in other departments
: tion and advice which they have been able and
g to glve on many occagions,

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Serwant,

CIRIE IVE,

Modical Officer of Henlth.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR
THE YEAR 1955

I. E%;ETIE AND EGQIAL__IEEHDITIUIE OF THE AREA
4rea (acres) s o gan | XL2EY
Population (Census 1951) 4. 27,206
Population (Estimated mid-year 1955) e 30,680
Density (persons per acre) ... e 247
Number of inhabited houses according to the Rate Books

at 31st December, 1955 san see ana 9,170
Ratenbls Valus at 31lst Docember, 1955 see ees  £357,351
Sum represented by a Penny Rate e whh P £1,458

05 FOR THE YEAR

Total Male Female

441 229 212 Birth rate per
428 220 208 1,000 population 14.4
1] . A

Standardised
Eirth Rate 15.4
8 3 5 Rate per 1,000
7 2 5  total live and
1 1 -~ 8till births 17,8
Rate per 1,000 ;
Doaths '
8 317 158 159 COrude Death Rate 10,3
Standardized
Death Rata 8.8
8 Infant Mortality
2 Rate per 1,000
= 1live births 24,9
Totel 9 3 & Neonatel Mortelity
Legitinmate 9 3 6 Rate per 1,000
Illeglitimats - - = liwve birtha 20,4
._.-”.
Maternal causes (exeluding sbortion) 1 Maternsl Mortality
Due to abortion 1 Rate per 1,000 belkb

births (Live & Stdl1l
Teble I shows birth and death rates, and case rates for
infectious diseases, with comparison with the figures for 1954.

- Table II gives a comparison of birth, death and infant
- mortallty rates for the district since 1931, with the figuwres for
England and Wales for the same period,
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BIRTES

Live births numbered 441 of which 229 were meles end 212
femnles, representing a birth-rate of 14.4 per 1,000 of the
population, compared with the rate of 15,0 for England and Wales,

A comparability factor (147) has been supplied by the Registrar-
Goneral, allowing for the differing age and sex distribution of
the population in different areas, for use when comparing the local
rate with those of other districts, VWhen applied, a standardised
rate of 15,4 is obtained, This figure is the highest aince 1948,

Eight still births were registered during the year,
giving a still birth-rate of 17,8 per 1,000 totel live and still
births, The rate for England and Wales was 23,1,

DEATHS

The deaths assigned to the area numbered 317, representing
a crude doath-rate of 10,3 par 1,000 of the estimnted population,
The totel included 158 males and 159 females, The rate is
considerably higher than the exceptionally low one of last year,

4 comparability factor (0.85) has been provided by the
Rapglatrar-General which my be applied to the crude death-rate for
use in comparing the local death-rate with those of cther areas.
The factor makes allowance for the differing age and sex
distributions of local populationa, Application of the factor to
the local rete reduces it from 10,3 4o 8.8, The denthernte for
England and Wales was 11,7,

The causcs of denth are classified in Table III,
Approximtely 44% of deaths took place in hospital,

The averoge age ot death of mnles was 66,6 yoars and of
fomnlos 66!? yoors,

LUEANT MORTALITY

Thore wore 11 deaths of infants wndor 1 yoar of age, this
belng an increase of 1 on last yoar!s figures, The infont mortality
rate at 24,9 is tho same as the figure for Englend end Wales, When
‘onalysing the causes of those deaths the origineting factor was
found to be a congenital melformation in 1 case, and in & cnses
premturity, Presont kmowlodge is insufficiont to suggest the
romodics nocossory.to prevent these conditions. The denth of one
Anfont was due to o difficult and complicated labour, A1l these
infants died within a week of birth, One infant who had overcome
‘the hozards of the neonntal period died of broncho pneumonis ot the
ago of 5 months, There were no denths of illegitimnte children,

MATERNAL MORTALITY

Iwo decths of women were attributed to maternal enuses,
ond the maternnl mortality rote reached the high figure of 4.46
compared with the rate of 0,64 for England and Wales, These are
the first moternnl deaths to have cccurred since 1948, and in thot
time thore have boen 2,746 hirvtha,
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2.

L4BORATORY FAGTIITIES
: The Public Honlth Leboratory service is meintained by

tho Medical Rescarch Council on behalf of the Ministry of Health,
& local laborotory of the service is situnted ot Weet Hill House,

Woat Hill, Epacm,

The staff of the laboretery clasc excmine end repert cn the
boctericlogicel conditicns of scmples of milk, food and woter talen
by tho locel authoritics! Public Honlth Departments, In the course
of the yoar 9 samples of water, 99 of milk and 13 of ice=cream
token in this district were exnmined, The regults of the examina-
tions on woter ond milk suppliocs cre summorised in later sectirms of
this report, and those relating to ice—creom are dealt with in the
Chief Sanitory Inapectorls report,

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

The public ambulance service is now under the control of
tho Swrrey County Council, who have given the following informetion
regarding the use of the service,

The moin embulanee station for the area is the Smollfields
section of the Redhill County Hospital (Telephone Noe, Smellfields 271)
with a sub-station ot the Monsion, Church Street, Lectherhecd,

In coses of nccidonts in the homo or clsewhere or in sudden
11Iness in the street or public ploces, any responsible perscn my
call the ombulanco te remove the patient (if by telephone use the
local Emergency Colling System), Normnl meternity cases will be
removed 1f the applicant con give ovidence that o maternity bed hos
becn booked, Moternity cases with seri us complicoticns, or where
birth is imminent, will not normally be removed without the
authority of a doctor or cortified midwife, who should trawvel with
tho patient in the ambulance,

The remowml of other cnses of illness or accident will be
orrangsd by the hospital ecncerned, or by the medical practitioner
in charge of the potiont, For priwate remowals & written request
g_aomiad by a doctorla cortificate, should be made to the County

ifcal Officer for his considernticn, Provided that these
roquiromonts aere fulfilled no cherge will be mode to users,

The provisicn of services relating to the carc of mothers
and young children, midwifery, health visiting, home nursing,
immunisation and wmeeinotion, ambulance and domestic help are the
reapnaibility of the Swrrey County Council as loecal health authority,

admindstration i8 earried on by the Contral Divisionnl
Hoalth Sub~Committec with offices in Ashley House, Epscm, under the
direction of Dry Pe He R. Anderscn, Divisional Medical Officer

For comveniance of reforonce a timo—~table of clinica follows,
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DMANISATION AGATIET INTECTIOUS DISEASES

Inmmianticn agningt diphtherda end who.oping ccugh, and
weceinatlion agninst smellpox can be obteined fron general practiticnors
under the terms of tho Notionel Heelth Service Act, or fronm the
G amty Council Clinies, Figures relating to the nurbers trected
will be found in Sectiin 6 of this report.

BuCu, wcelnation aginst tuborculcsis is cwilable for
 children aged betweon 13 and 14 years, This treatment will be
avedlable o children ettending independent schocls in the coming year,

4 bronch «f the Fomdly Plonndng Asscocintion ia nctive in
he ddstriet, It provides o weekly clinic ot the Epson District
b tol with the cimsent of the Hpepital Menogement Commitice and
. the Medienl Superintendent, The medical staff ir appointed by the
~ Asgociation and 4s cseisted by veluntary workers, The work of the

intion is concerned with the teaching of controception to
L e pnrma s and alec with the investigntion of sub-fertility
B --atl’:n:- sex problems,

~ Informtion hos been received from the Hon. Secretery,
Howley, Telephcne Nos Epscm 2769) of the local branch of the
intion that 1,458 visita were mede to the clinic in the pest
Mﬂiﬂﬂg 451 first visits, ond that postal enquirdies totalled

Applicationas for eppeintments should be mode to Mra.
Oy Telephone No. Ewell 2156,

, The South London Blood Tronsfusion Depot situnted ot Stanley
 Belmont, Surrey, (Telephone No, Vigilant 8221) hos o day-and-
pﬁw#m for the issuing of blood for transfusion purposes to

ols and mediec]l proctiticners,

NT OF SCABIES, DELOUSING

 The clinic for the treatment of geuplﬁ guffering from scables
d its work in the premises at "The Cedars", Church Street,

The work is carrled out by a general-troined State Registered

ond hna undoubtedly been effoctive in ite results, The

i of the clinic ie essentinlly treatment, and potients are not

ed unless referred by o medical proctitioner, Emphosis is ladd

importence of prophylactic trentment for close contacts, One

dent of the district was treated during the yoer.

In these Acts powers are given to local suthorities to seek
rt orders for the compulsory temporary removal to hospital or
hﬂmufpﬂmnxinmmnlﬂlﬂrinnﬂanih stote who ore in o

action was required during the yeor, though it
ecnsider 1t on seversl oceasions,
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e CE OF. CONTROL OVER, I OB DISEASE

Table I shows the incldence and death rates of infectious
diseasea, Incidence rates sre estimated per 1,000 population
with the exception of the rate for pucrperzl pyrexis which is based
on 1,000 1live and still birtha.

Teble IV showa the number of cases of infectious diseases
(oxcopt tuberculosis) notificd during 1955, cloesificd according to
age and sex, Teble VI glves similer detalls for tuberculosis,

SMALLFOX

No ense of smallpox was notified during the year,

During the ycer notificatione were roceived from medical
practitionors of 316 primery wvoceinations, and 167 re-wccinations
which had been performed by thems Of the primary veccinetions 264
related to children under the age of one year, equivnlent to 60%
of the mumber of births rogistcrod in the district during the year,
Thla comparcs with o rocent eatimoted wacelnotion rate of 34% for
Englend ond Walea

SCARLET FEVER
Twolve casea of scarlet fever were notified during the

yoar, compared with 53 for the previous year, There wos no
mortality from the discese which continued to be of o mild type,

For the elght yoar in successlon no case of diphtheris wes
‘notificd in the district.

Raference to Table V indicated the decline which haa talen
place in the incidonce of this disesse,
mm ] agoinst Diphtherdin

Treatment can be obtained from general prectitioneras under
‘the torms of the National Health Sexvice Act, or from clinics
arranged by the local hoalth authority, these being held at regulnr
interwmla ot 2ll Infant Welfare Contrea serving the disirict, of
‘which details ere set out on page 8¢ Theme arrangements are
intended primnrily for infants and others under achool age, OClinics
in schools hove beon orgenised by the Mvisional School Medical
Officer for puplls requiring trectment, usually the reinforcing course,
The aim is for every child to recelve o primary treatment of two
injections ot about the cge of nine menths, with secondery trectment
consisting cof single injections at every 3 to 4 yeers up to the end
of dchocl life to reinforce the origlnel treatment.s It is not
cloimed even with such treatment that cbsolute immmisstion will be
attained for every child, but there 18 clear evidence that the risk
of an untreated child contracting diphtheria ia four times as grect
a8 thot of an immmised child, and thet the risk of desth ias nearly
thirty times as great,
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Dysentery (cant.)

fomily and school 1ife, learly three quarters of the patients were
achoolchildren, and it must be accepted thot it is extremely
difficult to control the disemse cnce it appears in ¢ school, Only
the noat serupulous care in matters of hygiene cen be oxpected to
have any effoct, end the structure end staffing of most aschools doce
not allow this to be practisoed.

il

Two coses of policmyelitis were notified during the yeer,
both of the paralytic type. The illness of one patient wes
axtremely sovore,

The production of en effective tnceine agninst poliomyelitis
ia now imminent, oand ecssuming thet unsuspocted difficulties do not
occur, the immunisetion of the susceptible populetion iz likely to
take place in the next year or twos, It may be that poliomyelitis,
which in the past 10 years has boen such o gource of amndety to
parents and to all concerned with the health of children, will lose
ita sinister importance as quickly as did diphtheris following the

One case of parotyphoid B infection was notified, the
patient having contracted the infection during continental trovel.
. odgurrences are by no nmoans infrequent, and T.A.B. innoculzation
againet enteric infectione is strongly advised for travellers abroad,
pasticularly for visitors to scuthern Buropean countries,

F00D0_POTSONING

Two incidents involving 5 perscne were reporteds In ome
inatonce a home cooked hanm was responaible, having at soome atage of
preparation beccme contominnted with Staphylococeal aureua of food
- poisoning types In the second outbreak, causing illness %o 3
membera of o household, o ateak and kddney ple prepared in the home
woa held responsible, the infecting organism being Clestridium welchii,

Two isvlated casea of food poisoning by Salmonslla organiams
wore also notified, One of these wna due t: Salmonella typhi=rnrium,
end deapite enreful investigation the sacurce of infection could not
‘be found, The second of these notificaticns related to & Salnonella
- infecticn contracted abroad, which, therefore, did not pernit
inveatigation,

The fact that no notifications of puerperal pyrexiac were
received is misleading, ond results from on administrative procedure
which allocotes a notification to the district in which the patient
concerned is resident at the time of the diagnosis, The majority
of confinements of reosidents in the Leatherhead Urban District take
place in cither the Epsen or the Dorldng District Hospitala, When
the notificeticns received in 1955 fron these institutes were
enalysed it waa frund thot 9 patients hod their permnnent residence

in the Leatherhend Urban Dia i:‘b.
L 19












Iubereulosis (zonta)

in which thore wore existing cases of the disesse, in cne instance
wnauspected until the infection hnd alrendy boen possed on,

The third new ccse was & schoolgirl, the source of whose
infection was not found in the fomily circld, The investigation
was, therefore, extended to a pussible source anong her contacts
at school, Hore ogein the resultas were negatlwve, ond no definite

on can be given as to how the patlent contrncted the disease,
When it iz recalled how rmany infecticus peraons are still to be
found in all walks of life carrying out normal activities the
posaibility of a chance infection im by no means negligible,

This troatment is available to contacts in the family of
tuberculous perscns, if prelinminary testing shows that they hove
not already been infected, It has alaso been offered to children
aged batween 13 and 14 years attonding mointained aschools, and
there i8 a prospect in the near future that private schools will

 have the opportunity of coming into the scheome of treatment. The
tregtment in schools is cerried cut by the steff of the Divisional
Modicel Officer who haa provided the following figures in
relation to the work done in loenl schocls in 1955, Tho parents
?Efloé children in the selected age group wore approached and 63
(59:4%) gave thoir consent to the prelinminary tecting with
aubaeq treatment if that was foumd necessary, The final number
of children who wore wmeeinated was 61,

The Epsom, Leatherhsad and District Tuberoulcsis Care
Cormittee has continued its work with energy during the year under
the Chairmanship of Alderman Mra, A, Winter, The Secretery of
the Committee 1a Miss M. Wright, who is elso the Surrey County
Councills Cere Almoner in the area, and the Tressurer iz Mr, T. L,
Flonngen, of the Epason Brench of the Westninster Bank, Members
of the Commlttee include representatives of the Borough Council,
the Leatherhead Urban District Council, Associations and Societies
interested in social welfure, and officers engaged in work
comnected with health, welforo and relief, Thus the Comnittec is
in 2 good position to help sclve the special problema of the
tuberculosis person and the household to which he belongs, and much
waluable work hos been done.

(21)
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