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Weat Hill House,
West Hill,

Ep&m-
August, 1953

To the Chajrman and Members of the
Leatherhsad Urban Ddstrict Council.

. Ladies and Gentlemen,
=

. I have the honour to submlt an Annual Report for the year 1952
.ch has been prepared in accordance with the Ministry of Health

: . zf'sgi
- S0 far as fipures are a gulde in these mttars*.tha vital
ce suggest that 1952 was a healthy year in this district.
death rate has remained at about the same level for a number of

7 uhun satandardised for comparative purposes, the rate is well
¢ the figure for Englend and Wales. The infant mortality rate

‘considerable inercase on the exoeptionally low rate of last
@ reasons for which are given in the text of the report.

With the exception of policmyelitis, infectious disecases gave
cause for anxiety. For the fifth successive year no case of
ria was notified and there hes been no death from the disease
: ﬂ#ﬁ- The death rate from tuberculosiz io the lowest et

i in this district.

The report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector is under this cover,

ﬁtn it will be realised the scope of the duties carried out in

s section of the public hoelth depertment. The worl of all menbers
bpaﬂmn’h whether engaged on indoor or outdeoor duties, has

ceable for its kosnness and helpfulness.

It is a pleasure to record once more the support which has been
'l:’.‘ﬂ Council to promote the improvenment of the public health,
arly the encouragement which has been forthcoming fron the
ﬂ Mambers of the Public Health Corsuittee, My thanls are also

Couneil's officers in other departments for the assistance
.00 which they have willingly offored.

I an, Mr, Chairmen, Ladies and Centlepen,
Your obedient Servant,
CIRUS IVE
Medical Officer of Health
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AIMUAL REPORT OF THE IEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR
b THE YEAR 1952
1, STATISTICS AND SOCTAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA
Aron {im‘Eﬂ} s e Kl e aw 11113?
Pﬁpﬂlﬂ-tﬁbﬂ {EBM‘L‘IB 1?31}1- T 'y ses 16,*!;33
Population (Census 1951) “ee see ven 27,203
Population (Estimated mid-year 1952) e ese 28,230
; Density (persons per acre) e e s 2.5
lumber of inhabited houses according to the
Rato Books at 31st December, 1952 wee 8,100
! Rateable Value at 31st December, 1952 ... ese £312,787
Sum represented by a Fenny Rate £1,290
VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR
- B Iotal Male Fermle
e R o Births 364 175 189)Birth rate per
legitimate " 340 167 182)1,000 population 12,9
Illegitimate " 15 8 ?}s,tnmmiud
Birth rate 12,9
S
Total 5till Births 9 6 3)Rete per 1,000
Legitimate ° 8 5  3)totel live and
Illegitimate " 1 1 =)still births 24,1
Reaths (net) 283 137 146 Crude Death rate 10,0
] Standardised
Death rate 9.1
< Total infant deaths 11 b &
Legitimate 11 5 6
Illegitimate - = 2
ts under 1 month of a
SRR et A, LR L
Tutal Heonatal deaths 9 4 5
Legitimate 9 b 5
Illegitimate - - -
Death rate of all infants per 1,000 live births 30,2
Death rate of legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate liwve births 31.5

th rate of illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimete live births -
' Ho,of Rate per 1,000 total
h

Deaths &

Puerperal Sepeis - =
Teomemia of Pregnancy - -
Other Maternal Causes : :

(a1l ages) -
Whooping Cough (a1l apes) -
Diarrhooa (undor 2 years of age) -
liooplasm (Cancer, cte,)(all ages) 55

Teble I shows a comparison of vital statistica of the year for the
district with those of England and Wales.

- Table II shows a comparison of birth,death and infant mortality rates for
the district since 1931, with tho figurce of England and Wales for the same

od. (3)






BIRTHS

Iive births mumbered 3&4 of which 175 wore males and 189 fomelos,
roprosenting & birth-rate of 12,9 per 1,000 of the population, compared
with tha rate of 15.3 for England and Wolas. [Por the £ifth successive yoar
there was a fall in the birth-rate, which has reached its lowest level since
1936, A comparability fac’or (1.00) has been supplied by the Registrar
Goneral, allowing for the differing age and sex distributicn of the
population in different arcas for use when comparing the local rete with
those of other districts.

Nine still birtha were registercd during the year piving o still
birth-rate of 0,32 compared with the rate of 0.35 por 1,000 population for
Englond and Wales,

T ————

DEATHS
The deaths registered in the arca efter correction for inwerd and
outward transfers mumbered 283 reprosenting a crude death rate of 10,0 per
. 1,000 of the estimoted reaident population, compared with the figure of
- 1L.3 for Ingland and Walos. Tho total included 136 males and 146 fornles,

A comparability factor (0.91) has been provided by the Registrar
Gonoral which may be apolied to the crude death rate for use in comparing
the local doath rate with those of other arocs. The factor mokes allowance
for the difforing age and sox distribution of local populations. Application
of tho factor to the losal rote reduces it from 10,0 to 9.1.

Approximately 43% of dooths took place in hrspitals. The causes of
death are sot out in Table ITI, Tt will be soon thot heart disense,
‘disansea of the circul~tory system and eancer wore zgain the ~ost fuovent
eauvpes of death in the older o8 Zrount.

The death rate for the present year (9,1) is lower than that of last
year (9.9) when it was raised by a severs epidemic of influenza. On the
whole the death-rate of the distriect has veried little from year to year
‘gince this series of rocords was commenced in 1931.

DIFANT MORTALITY

Deaths of children undor the age of one year mumbered 11, and the
infant mertality rate was 30.2 per 1,000 live births, Conparable Tigures
for 1951 were 3 deaths and en infant nortality rate of 7.9.

Wine of the deaths occurred within 28 deys of birth, of which 7 were
‘due to prematurity, including one set of triplets, and 2 to congenital
- malformaticns. All these infants wore born in hospital, where it is
o d they roceived the most modern methods of treatment applicable to
th condition, The results suggeet thot if the infant mrte_'l:l.t;,r rate is
"Eﬁ be lowered further, it must be by continued advances in the treatment
of the prematurc 1n.f'n.nt, and in en incressed lmowledge of the cause of
congenital malfcrmetions. Both docths of infants who had passed the ege
of one month wors due to asphyxlation. These were caused in one case by the
inhalation of vomited metter, and in the other by accidental self-suffocation
nﬁr the ehild rolling onto its fooe and not 'imving the strength to move from

this position.

YATERNAL MORTALITY

llo deaths comnected with pregnency, childbirth or abortion were
rocorded during the yeer.

(4)






2 GENERAL FROVISION OF HRALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

LABORATORY PACILITIES

The Publiec Health Laboratery service is maintained by the Hedical
Research Council on behalf of the Ministry of Hoalth, A local laboratory
of the service is situated at West Hill House, West Hill, Epsom, During
the year 1952 the number of specimens subnltted by practitioners in this
district was as followsi-

Hoss and Throat Swabs 72
| Faaces 53
| Sputun 5
| Othars 8
| 238
|

IEEITIL
In 1951 the comparable number of specimens was 293.

The staff of the laboratory also examine and report on the
bactoriclogical conditions of samples of mllk, food and water taken by
local authorities'! Public Health Departments. 1In the course of the year
8 samples of water, 96 of milk and 1, of ice—crean taken in this district
wore examined. The results of the exordnetion of water and milk supplies
are swrerieed in lator sections of this report, ond those releting to ice-
crean are deslt with in the Chief Sanitory Inapector's Raport.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

The public ambulance service is now under the control of the Surrey
Oounty Council, who have given the follewing information regarding the
use of the service:-

The main ambulance station for the area is the Sonllfields section
of the Redhill County Hospital (telephone Sanllfield 271) with a sub-station
~ at The Mansion, Church Street, Leatherhend,

. In case of accidents in the home or elsewhere or in sudden illness
~ in the street or public places, any responsiblo person may call the

ambulance to remove the patient (if by telephone use the locel Emergency

m Syaten). Normal meternity cases will be removed if the applicant

- can give evidence that a maternity bed has been booked. laternity cases

- with serious complications, or where birth is inminent, will not normally

be removed without the authority of a doctor or certified rddwife, who

h ﬂhnuld. travel with the patient in tha embulance.

y The rencval of othor casos of 1llness or accident will be arranged
by 'I'.lhu hospital concerned, or by the medical practitioner in charge of the
bs  For privete removals a written request eccompanied by o doctor's
ficato, should be made to the Oounty Medical Officer for his
nsideration. Provided thot those reguirements are fulfilled, no charge
11l be mede to users.

GLINICS AND TREATMENT CEHTRES

CARE OF MOTHERS, YOUNG CHILDREN ETO. - The provision of services
ating to the care of nothers end young children, midwifery, health
ting, home nursing, irrmnisation and veccination, ambulance and domestic
‘.Ip arc the respunsibility of the Surrey County Council a8 local health
y administration iz carried on. by the Eent.ml

THERTA DMUNISATION - Imnmnisaticn against diphtheria can be
: ot general pra-:t-:l.timara under tho terms of the National Health
‘Service Act or from County Council Olinica. Mpgures ralating to the mumbors
- treatod will be found in Section 6 of this Report.

(5)






OCIATION!S CLINIC - A branch of the Family
Flamning Association is active in the district. It provides a weekly
clinic at the Epscn District Hnspital with the consent of the Hespital
Manapgement Committee and the Medical Superintendent, The medical staff
is appointed by tho Association and is assisted by wvoluntary worlers.
The work of tho Aspociation 1s concerned with tho teaching of contreceptlion
to married persons, and elso with the investigation of sub-fertility.

Applications for appeintnonts should be nade to Mra,

(Tel.lo. Ewell 2156).

-

8221) hes o

in its results,

“belows -

day-and-night

Poulton

| %m_ - The County Council Chest Clinic is held et the
County Councll Health Centre, 44, Waterloc Road, Epsom.

Physician sees patlents by appointment, or in consultation with the

madical practitionors of the district.

The Cheat

SERVICE - The South London Elood Trensfusion

RLOUS TN,

ELooD
Depot situsted at Stanley Avenue, Belmont, Surrey. (Telephone No. Vigilant
service for the issuing of blood for transfusion
purpoges to hospitels and medical practitioners.

MELT] A = The c¢linic for the treatment of
pecple suffering frm:l smbiaa has continued its work in the prendsea at the
m # .Tm l:'ﬂﬂﬂrﬂ" GChuroh stbm’ Epﬂm-

general-trained State Registered Nurse, and has undoubtedly baen effective
The function of the clinic is essentially treatment, and
tients are not accepted unless referrod by & medical prectitioner.
Ehuin is laid on theizpertonce of

The work is cartied out by a

ctic treatnment for close
Ho persons were treated for scebies during the year,
The clinic Bas also been used in assisting personsz to rid themselves

~ of infestation by head and body lice,
- Leatherhead district wns treated for head lice during the year,

For convenience of refercnce & time-tabls of clinies is set out

One patient resident in the

~ Ante-natel Clinic

1d Welfare Clinics

The Hanainn,. Church S5t.,
Loatherhaad,

Poace HMoanmerial Hall,
Aeghtoad.

Church House, Bookhan,
Village Hall, Fetchan.

The Mansion, Church 5t.,
Loatherhead.

School Mediecal Peace Monmoriel Hall,

Ashtoad.
Church House, Bookhan.
Village Hall, Fetchan.

The Mansion, Church St.,
Loatherhead.

Tueadeys 1.30.p.m.

Tuoadoye 2.p.fs
1 'l?-: 3 HE&E. frﬂ'l:l 21?-“!
22 4 Thura, fron 2.p.m.

Fridays fron 2,p.n.

Tuﬂﬂ- ?-lﬂ-»f}-ﬁq&,!ﬁ.
1,3 & 5 Weds, from 1.30,
2 & 4 Thurs. from 1.30.pm,

Mondays 9, 30.2.m.

By appointment
By appointnent

st Clinie 8.0.C. Clinie, 44, Waterloo Tues, & Thurs. 2.p.2
Rm&' Epﬂm- EWI'F 31"1 Thurﬂiﬁlmaplﬂn
y Planning Epacn District Hospitel Fridays 7.p.n
ocintion Clinic :
bles Treatmont The Cedars, Church Streoct,
Epaon. By appointnent.

(6)












3a SARTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
WATER SUPPLIES

The district is fortunate in its water supply, which is abundant,
of good quality and widely distributed. The East Surrey Water Company
is the statutory undertaking for the area. It obtaina ita water from
deep wella sunk into chalk, some of which are situsted in this district.
Bupplies are seftensd and chlorinated before distribution, A careful
eontrol of the raw and treated water is maintained by the company, who

- have now appointed e full time chemist and bacteriologlist, All
examinations of the treated water made during the year hawe been found
to be satisfactory.

. Examinations are also made at regular intervals on behalf of various
- loeal authorities whose districts are served by the Company.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

There are two sewage disposal works in the district, one at
- leatherhead and the other at Bookham, Both processes are on continuous
. flow seltlement comprising detritus tanks, rotary filters, etc.

At Bookham the effluent passes through a humus tank and thence by
outfall scwer to a diteh adjacent, finally reaching the River Mole.

The Leathorhead Sewage Disposal Works consiast of detritus channels,
mary and secondary sedimentation tanks, rotary and travelling

ributors, hmms tan's, ete. ILand treatment iz now only used for the
nt of etorm water. The effluent after final treatmont at the hums
' 1o discharged into a conerete channol and conveyed to the Hiver Mole.

- Sludgo 18 disposed of by composting with sereened and pulverised
usc refuse, the resultant manure being sold to a firm of agricultural
ants and to ratepayers. Another shredder has been installed for
ding the compost after manufacture thus providing a finely divided

duct sultable for bagging.

Relief storm water sewers and rogreding end dredging of the Ryebrock
8 been completed et Ashtead and Leatherhead.

FUBLIC CLEAISTHNG
The weekly collection of house and trade refuse is undertaken by

ans of 6 low loading Shelvoke and Drowry freighters ecach with & cepmcity
{ oubic yards, manned by a driver ond two leoders.

House refuse from the whole arce is disposed of at the Leatherhead

e Disposal Works, where a salvege end crushing plant hns been installed.
end dust ere sepanrated by screening; bottles, tins, etc., removed on a
dng belt; paper baled for sale, ond the residue crushoed, composted with

s gludge, and sold as fertilieer,

Five acres of low lying land hos been ccquired for extension to the
and is being made to the required lewels with the seperated ash

A 12 oubic yard Shelvoke and Drewry refuse colloction freighter
been ordered to replace one operating in the Bookham area in exder to
uce the number of journeys to the Refuse Disposal Worls which are 4 ta 5
miles awey from this area.

GESSPOOLS AND FRIVIES

k.. Cosspool emptying is carried out by a firm under contract to the
Council to visit the district twlee per month to empty cesspocla.

Of the 500 cesspools estimoted to exiet in the district ‘153 were
ed during the year, the totol number of emptyings being 292,

(8)






Qo a [+1s

The charge mnde to cach owner is 30/~ per cesepool per emptying,
which leaves approximetely 23/- per emptylng to be met from the rates,

Seven existing propertics were connected to the sewer during the
year and the old cesspoola filled in.

Four closets other than water—closets were converted to water
- closets during the yeor, in two cases the Council contributing 50 per cent
of the cost.

SUIMANG POOIS

N Four swimaing pools continued in use during the year, one of which
‘has been purchesed by the Council. Three are constructed and cne netursl.
3ats for residual chlorine at the former were made ot interwals by the
nitary Inspector, and samples taken for bactericlogieal examination,

MORTUARY .

A mortuary is owmed end meintoined by the Council in Emlyn Lane,
therhesd, It is equipped with a refrigeration chamber., Facilities are
50 groanted to the Dorlding Urban District Council at this mertuary.

HOWS ING
HOUWSTNG STATISTICS

. Inspection of dwelling-houses during the yeari-
- 1. (a) Totel number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing

. defects (under Public Health or Houping Acts). 127
- (b) Number of inspections mede for the purpose 778

2. (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head 1
above) which were inspected and recorded under the
Heusing Consolidated Regulations 1925, Nil

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose Nil

3. ~ Number of dwelling=houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
huran habitation. Nil

fn Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceeding sub=head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation 63

Remedy of defects during the year without service of
Formal Noticea:—

Fumber of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequanoe of informal aetion by the Loeal Anthordty

or their officers T4
Action under Statubory Powers during the yeari-

A, Proceodings under Sections 9,10, and 16 of the Housing

(1) Wumber of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repeirs 1

(2) Humber of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit
after service of formel notlces:=
(a) By ownors 2
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners Nil

(9)






Housing (contd)

B, Procecdings under the Public Hoolth Acts:
(1) Number of mmng-hmaa in respect of which
notices were served roguiring deofects to be remodied 5

(2) Mumbor of dwelling-houses in vhich defocts wore
remedied afder service of formal notlces
E } By ownors
b} By Local Authority in default of owners

0. Procecdings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,1936:
(1) Mumbor of dwolling-houses in respect of which
Demplition Orders wore made Nil

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance
of Bemolition Orders Nil

=H

D. Procecdings under Soction 12 of the Housing Act, 1936:

(1) Mumber of scparate tenements or undergpound rooms in
respect of which Cloging Orders were made M1

(2) Humber of separnte tenements or underground rooms in
regpect of which Closing Orders wore detormined the
tenenent or room having been rondercd fit Nil

REHOUSTNG

; i:t- the beginning of the year 54E epplications were on the Oouncil's
Iist, and further applications wers being received from persons with
A rasiﬂan'b:l.al qmlification of three yoars or on employment

ation of edx years within +the Leatherhead Urben District.

During the yoar 10 housos on the Branmley liey Estete ond 43 en the
Egtate extonsions were completed; 104 houses on the Bockhan Grove
16 flats on the Pound Farm Estate wore also comploted,

4 total of 237 famllics were offered accomodation during the year,
whor were 48 who had been awarded extra points by the Medical Officer
'ﬁh after a certificate hnd been issuod by medical attendanta, ten of

'f_,l-‘h'tilﬁ end of the yoor it was found thet of 710 applicants on the list
not remewed their applications for over six months and these wore
1l from the list; thus leowving 501 "live® applications on the list.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
MILK SUPPLY

- The Council's duties with regard to milk are now limited to the
sration of distributors and dairies, with the enforcement of the

L parts of the Milk and Dairies Regulations, the licensing of
8 who sell desigmated mllk; either raw or heat treated, in the district
the apprepriate Special Designations Regulations, and the important
on of sampling the various milk supplies, ns o routine part of their
for the enfegunrding of public health.

(10)






| Eighty-four samples of pasteurised milk and 12 of rawv ungraded milk
were taken ond sent to the Publie Health Loboratory at Epsonm for
examination,

Of the samples of pasteurised milk, cll passed the phosphatase test
ghowving thot the millk had been properly heat treated, OGewven failed the
'lhth;ﬂﬁm Blue test.

y :_V Oomparing the resulte of the exnminetion of raw ungreded milk with
8 ptondards 1nid dowm for accredited milk, all satisfied the Methylene
lue test.

Fourteen samples of designated and one of undesignated milk

d in the district and rotailed in the rav stnte were submitted for
cal test for the presence of tubercle beeilli, the results being

[ htﬂ.ﬁ in all enses.

Supe Ly

-~ The following liconces were issued to retailers desiring to rotail
- Groded milk:-

Degiemation Deslor's Ticences  Supplepentary Licences
Tuberculin Tested 4 4
Posteurised 2 5
Sterilised 2 3

Elnu dairyman holds e Pasteuriser's Licence issucd by the Surrey
oy Couneil in respect of his pasteuricing plant within the district.

MEAT_AND OTHER FOODS

The Chief Sanitary Inspectors report conteins information on the
done in commection with the inspection of premises used in the
tion of food, with the inspection of food, end with the supervision
2 gtorage and szle of ice-cream.

ADULTERATION OF FO0D

~ The Bum Gm.mty Couneil continued to administer the sections of

d and 'l'lruga Act, 1938, dealing with the adulterction of food. I am

1 to the County Medical Officer of Health for the informotion that a

of 58 samples for annlyses were taken in this district by his staff,

inu];uiaﬂ 32 samples of mllk, 7 of sausages, 3 of ice-cresam, 1 each
pmeat, soft drinks, meat pudding, fish-pie, and the remninder of

_ms articles of foodstuff and medieines. o prosecutions

The information wee alsoc givon that within that pert of the County
dch the County Council aets os Food ond Drugs authority a total of
mplu were taken for analysis, including 1,264 of milk, One

od and forty-one samplos were found to be adulterated or irregular,
of theso being of millt, Prosecutions wore undertaken in 9 cases ond
b convietlons were obtained, ono cose being dismissed.

(11)






6.

INFEOTIOUS DISEASE

Table IV shows the numbor of coses of infectious disease: notified
during 1952, classified according to oge and sex.

SMALIPOX - No case of smllpox wes notified during the year.

VACCTMATION AGATHST SMALIPOX - During the year notifieations were
receivod from medical prantitioners of 293 primary wecinetions, cnd 147
| re-vaccinations which had been performed by them. Of the primary
wecelnations 243 related to children under the age of one year, equivalent
to 68% of the mumber of births registered in the district during the year.
This ccmperes favourably with & recent estimated vaceination rato of 23% for
Engleand cnd Wales.

SOARLET FEVER - Forty—three ccses of scarlet fover were notified
during the yeor, compared with 26 for the previcus yoar. The case rate por
1,000 population wos 1.52 as ageinst 1.53 for Englond end Weles. Six of
the cosea were admitted to hoapltol. There was no mertelity from the
diseass, which continued to be of a mild type.

With the change which has token place in the severity of the course
of this disease, and with the greatly impreved metheds of treatment by the
use of the m:lpl:n group ' drugs end of entibiotics, the question is
sometinmes raised os to whethor the time is not due for o modification of the
procedure deslgned tc deal with srarlet fever. This includes notificeotion
%0 the medlcal officer of health by the medicel praeotiticmer in attendance
on the patient of the occurrence of the illness. Notification is fellowed
by a visit of investigation by the sanitery inspector, with subsequent reprt
- to the medical officer of health. The latter requires the exclusion from
gchool of children who have been in close contaet, and possibly from work
off somo adults, for exampls teachers, children's murses, and some food and
pille handlers, Isclation of the patient 1z required, cit.hr:rr at home or by
igsion to the hospital, Thue & considerable amcunt of timo, money and
g,i-’ﬁwr is spent on what is now & minor illness in most casca.

On the othor hand it is within recent momery that scarlet fover was
pntly a severe 1llness; with & high mortality and with a series of
'h[ma capable of greatly redueing the oxpoctation of life., It is
f:'haﬂ that the change in character of the discaso and particularly in
- nop—oeccurrence of roncl complications moy be due to the absence or
vty of the specific strains of streptococcus assoclated with thia
re type of scarlet fever. These conditions may be of o temporary
racter, and hence the need for caution in relaxing precoutions,

WWE = For the fifth yoar in succession no caso of diphtheria
. in the district. The case rote for England and Wales was 0.01
»000 populoticn.

Refercnce to Table V indicetes the decline which hns token place in

THE SATION ~ Treatment cen boe obteined from genorsl
‘H.mﬂ uhiﬂr 't-hu torms of the Maticnal Health Service Act, or from

d by the lecal hoalth euthority, these being held at regular
rvals at all Infant Welforo Centres serving the district of which details
.m:h cut cn pnge 6. Theso arrangemonts are: intonded primarily for infants
| others under school age. Olinics in schools howve been crgenised by the
gional School Mediesl Officer for pupils requiring treatment, usually the
orcing coursc. Tho aim 12 for every child to receiw o primery troatmont
twe injections at chout the ape of nine months, with secrndary treatment
sting of single injections ot every 3 to 4 years up to the end of

life to reinforee the originnl treatment. It is not claimed even with
troctment that absolute immnisntion will be attnined by every child,

£ thore is cleocr evidence thot the risk of an untreated chidd controcting
hariz is four timoa a8 prect ns that of an immmised child, and that tha
Fisk of death is necrly thirty times as great.

(12)






Diphtheria Inmunisation (eontd)

Hatdficationzs were received from wvarious sources that 313 children
received primery treatment and 484 received reinforcing doses. Fosslbly
gome children may have been treated privately or in other districts, about
whom information has not been received. The following figures show how
the feeildities for treatment have beon uwsod.

Erimary Tregiment Reinforcing Doses

Treated at Clinies and Schools 141 393
Trdated by General Practitioners 172 oy,
313 484

In 154 infants the treatment wes nompleted before reaching the age of one
year.

Of the child population of the district, it is estimated that 1263
under the age of five years, and 2729 over five years but under fifteen
years have recolved treatment.

Active lmmunisaticn against diphtherla has now been in cperation
in the district since 1935 and can claim a part in the redustion of the
incidence and mortality retes which has cocurred, The downwerd tendency
of these rates can be seen by referring to Table V.

NFANT P IE) = This infection wes

pregent in the diastrict to e serious degrec., Eight cases, 7 of paralytic
type ani 1 non~perslytic, were notified, glving o ceme rote of 0,28 per
000 pepulation eccmpored with 0,09 for England ond Wales. In one cnse, an
t, the iliness wns fatel, the death rate being 0.03 against 0,01 for
Englond ond Wales, In the fatal cape death was dus to involvement of the
rospirmtory centro in the lnter stoges of the illness.

; In the fatal case, the patient was an odult who contrmcted the
i1iness corly in January, Hor infeetion wos unrelsted to any other notif-
ied case in the district, there hawving been no other ccss of the previous
12 menths, ond no subsequent notifications were received until July. In
thet month 3 persons werc notifiod in o period of 6 doys, thore having been
no direot contect between them, The next case to be notified wes in
September, and then after an intervol of four weels, 3 cases occurred in

@ period of 8 days, all without any apperent direet connection.

The investigntion of an outbresk of policmyelitis is incomplete
baceuse of the proctienl difficultics of iscloting the cauwsative wirus from
enges and contaets of the disease. Hewowver, in research work on selected
onses bactoricloglats have been able to domonstrate the wirus tc have been
present in the nese, throats and exorets not only of the patient, but also
of his close contaets, although the latter moy have been in apoarently good
heelth, The difficulties in the wey of proventing the spread of infoction
are therefore great. By the time the illness hos been recognised and isclation
- of the potient effected, oppertunity for o oonsidernble spread has
cecurred except in excentionnl coses. Undor sush circumstances quarentine
for contocts hns not been advised as o routine, though it has becn
consldered in all coses, At the some time it alwoys has teen advised thot
mneceasary cctivities involving clese preximity indoers with other pecple
- should be cvelded.

: %ﬂﬂ %?i = One hundred cases cof uhnoﬁng cough wore notified
during year, case rate for Leatherhead Urban being 3.54 per 1,000
prpulation against a rate of 2.61 for England and Wales, No deaths were
regletered from the disease, but this is an illness which may have seriocus
results on the respiratory system which may not show their full effocts

untll later life,

The County Council has extended its scheme of immnisation against
infectious diseazes tc include whoopdng cough, ldmiting the treatment to
infants and toddlera.

(13)






- 5ix cases of food polsoning were notified during
the year. 1o one inatance 3 meobers of a household were affected;
investigations were carried out and it was found that the ceause of the
illness was due to the consumpiion of tinned hale which had become infocted
with staphylococous aursus, The remaining cases were notified from
separate households and were unrelated. The ecase rate was 0.47 per 1,000
population compared with 0,13 per 1,000 population for England and Wales.

| = Thirty-four cases of measles wors notified durding the
year comparcd with 438 in 1951. The case rate per 1,000 population was
1.20 as against the rate of 8,85 for England and Wales., No death fron
this discase was recorded during the year.

: TUBERCULOSIS — The names of 12 residents were added to the register,
all suffering from disease of the lungs. There were alsc added the names
of 15 persons who meved into this district during the year, having been
notified previously elsewhere,

_ the year a review of all names on the registor has been nede,
As & rosult nares were removed, which includod 31 of persons no longer
reaident in the district, 29 of persona considercd to have reecovered, three
in whom the diagnosis was not established and 5 through death (2 in 1952
and 3 in previous years, thoro heving becn & dolay in sscertainment).

At the end of the year 191 nomes remoined on the tuberculosis

register this being 41 less than at the end of 1951. The entries consisted
of 173 sases of pulmonary tuberculosis (89 meles end 84 females), and 18
cages ef non-pulnonary tuberculosis ( 7 malos ond 11 fermales).

One death from pulndnary tubersulosis was registered, giving a death
rate of 0,035, One death decurred from non-pulmenary tuberculoeis giving a
. death rate of 0,035 and & totael tuberculosis death rate of 0,07 compared
- with 0,2} for England end Wales.

R An analysis into the types of diseaze, sex and age grogps of the
- new edditlons to the register and of those removad by reason of death is
%o be found in Table VI,

Congiderable efforts have been made in the past 5 years to combat
‘tuboreulosis. There has becn an increase in the mumber of hospital beds
‘aveilable for thoe troatoent of tho diseaso; e great advanco in tho efficacy

' drugs uwsod; concerted offorts to improve the envirommental condition of
tdenta; increased facilities in the use of radiography for the cxamination
suspeoted cases of infeotion, and of thoir contacts; and the use of

G inoculation, though this method of provention, which is still

idered to be in the experimental stage, is retorved for a linited number
subjects falling within spooinl categorics.

Figurcs rolcting to the incldoneco of, and nortolity fron, tuberculosis
pet out in Toble VII, Thay indicate that an inprovenent hos talen
& In the anmnual number of deaths and thot this yeor the figure is the
west yot recorded. The figures for the incidence of the disease vary fronm
ar to year, bubt certsinly do not indicate that any decline has occurred.

L considerable deeline in the incidence of the disease cannot be
cted until & method of ineressing individual resistance, such as B.C.G.
glation, is in general use, and the policy gui'ding the administration
B.C.G. i3 based on the need for controlled surveys of its effects on
lected groups before its applicatdon to the general community.

(14)
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MOVE DRELLIAG

Tan Orders mads wider the Surrey Cownty Council Acts 1931 and
1936 r&maﬁlnﬂ& in force, together with Saction 269 of the Fublic Eeslth
dct, 1936,

Oneé caravan dwellar was fined five shillings on two occasicns
'_hr tha Epsom Mazistrates for contravaning the Orders.

Under Scction 269, thrae licences for camping sites remained

in fore=, 10 licencazs wara ranawed in respect of individusl cceupiers,
3 new licences were granted and 1 application for a licence refused.

LHFECTIOUS DISEASE AJD DISINTECTION

Fifty-five visits of engquiry wora mads during the year in respact
of notifiable infactious disense.

Thyea premises were disinfected for notifiabla infactious diseasse.

FOOD PRAPARATION PREMISES

Threa promiscs are rogistered under Section 14 of the Food & Druss
Act, 19}3, for the frying of fish; twelve for the manufacture of saussges,
tan for the plekling of maat and one for the preserving of fruit. A4ll
thoge prémises were visited during the year.

seventy-nina other premises whore food is prepared or storsd for
Bala, were vigited. [In five cases it was necaessary to draw attention to
ths provisions of Saction 13 of the Food & Drugs Act, 1938, in respact
of the provision of hot and cold watar supply and in all cases immadiate
attenticn was giwvan.

¥ajor works of improvement were carried ocut at the local
pasteurisaticn establishment, invelving the provision of new canteen,
rest rocm, and a new range of sanitary accommodation including wash hand
basing with het and cold water over, liquid soap dispensers, and an

expendable paper towsl appliance.

Genarally a high atendard of cloanlinéss was obsarved and intarest
on tha part of shop managerent mailntained,

1. Yeat.

Three slaughterhouses in the district were licenced with the
réasarvation mentioned in my last inmaal Report.

Ho Animals were slaughtered therein during the wyear.

Four slaughtermsn weére licenced to slaughter or stun animals
during the yaar.

(26)
























