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Publie Health Department,
West Hill House,
West Hill,

Epsom.

i
'.
i

November, 1952.

' To the Chairman and Members of the
Leatherhead Urban District Council.

dies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit an Annual Report for the

¢ 1951, which has been prepared in accordance with the
nistry of Health Circular L42/51. Under the same cover will
found the Annual Report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

. The first section of my report deale with the vital
atistics of the district. It will be noted that for the
arth successive year there has been a fall in the birth
te which is approaching the level of the years before the
. The death rzate shows a rise, mainly due to an increase
"gga number of deaths in the older age groups which occurred
e firet quarter of the year, when a period of hard weather
ided with an epidemic of respiratory infection. The most
ceable item of the figures in this section is the small
er of denths in infants under the age of one yenr; the
r of deaths 2nd the infant mortality rote is the lowest
recorded in the district.

In Bection 3 mention is mnde of a sewer extension in
e Bookhzm which, although comparatively small in extent,
emedied a serious and potentially dangerous pollution
ter courses.

In Section 6, which is devoted to matters dealing with
tious diseases, it is recorded that for the fourth
isive year no case of diphtheria was notified, and that
3 was no incidence of antericr ‘poliomyelitis, typhoid or
typholid fevers. On the other hand, measles and whooping
were both prevalent, the former particularly in the
guarter of' the year.

It is a pleasant duty to bring to your notice once again
voted work of your Chief Sanitary Inspector, ably
ted by all members of his staff.

I also wish to express my sincere thanks to the Chairman
embers of the Council for the courtesy and consideration
they have shown me on many occasions during the year.

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
CYRUS IVE
Medical Officer of Health
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ANNUAL REPCRT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

| FOR
THE YEAR 1951

1. STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONMDITICHS OF THE AREA
~ Area (Acres) v s it e 11,187
Population (Census 1931)... 16,83
Population (Census 1951)... 27,203
ppulation (estimated mid-year 1951) e 28,030

sber of inhabited houses according to

Rate Books at 31st December, 1951 i 7,880
cable value at 31st December, 1951 £307,425
m represented by a Penny Rate £1,251

 EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR
irtt Total Male Female
381 198 183 }Birth rate

364 189 175 )per 1,000
17 9 8 )population 13.6

I, 5 )Rate per 1,000
& Ly LI- total live and

1 8till births 23.1
306 142 164 )Ordds desth rate 10.9
Standard " 1 9.9
}- of a1l infants under 12 months of age
L infant deaths 3 1 2
== 1 2
infants under 1 month of age
2 1 1
2 1 1
rate of g1l infants per 1,000 live births 7.9

ith rate of legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimnte
live births 8.2

h rate of illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate
live births -

Rate per 1,000 total

ernl Sepsis - -
mia of Pregnancy
=
Maternal causes

he from:
fensles %all ages

ooping Cough all ages -
Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age -
Neoplasm (Cancer etc.) (all ages 61

~ Table I shows = comparison of the wvital statistics of
the year for the district with those of England and Wales.

Table II shows a comparison of birth, death and infant
tality rates for the district since 1931, with the figures
' England and Wales during the some period.
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=tab o liniece (contd

Venereal Diseases Royal Surrey County Males- Tues.& Fri.
Clinies Hospital,Guildford. 5 = 7.p.m:
E&tﬁl9130"11 -30-

aa.Ms

Females- Mondays 2-7.p.m.
Thurs. 9.30.-
ll.a.m.

{And at the Out-patient Departments of many London Hospital)
Peace Memorial Hall, Every Tueaday 10.30a.m.

Ashtead.

Church House,Bookham.At Child Welfare
Clinics.

Villagse Hall,Fetcham. " )

The Mansion, Church 1lst Tuesday in each
8t., Leatherhsad. month at 1l0.a.m.

A 1948 - TION

Sectlon 47 of this Act gave power to local authorities
take stepe to deal with persons suffering from chronic

88 or infirmity, who for one reason or another are not
ving proper care and attention, and who are unable to

e for themselves. As might be expected, the majority of
‘are old people, who, in addition to physical illness,
some loss of mental power sufficient to curtail their
ing powers but not sericus enough to reguire their

don Lo hospitals for mental illness. There is a

ey for some of these old people to cut themselves off

p relatives and friends and to refuse all help, nnd the
ione in which they live may reach a deplorable state of
et before it is realised by relatives ¢r neighbours that
matter should be reported to the Medical Officer of Health
the Welfare Officer. Removal to hospital or other
fution is by then a matter of some urgency to safeguard
1id's life and to permit the cleaning of filth and
from the existing accommodazation.

. Under the 1948 Act, power was given to the loecal

pity tc apply to the Magistrates Court for an Order to
the compulsory removal, for a period not exceeding three
y of a person found in such conditions. As the result of
ienece, it was found that the time taken to comply with the
requirements of the Act in obtaining an Order for

'y removal was so long that the practical value of the
iven by the Act to local authorities was curtailed.

ing Act which came into force in 1951 enables

ies to adopt a more expeditiocus procedure in cases

ing urgent attention.

No proceedings under Section 47 of the Act were taken
 the year.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 19L8 - SECTION 50
BURIAL OF DEAD

~ The Council made orrangements for burial under this
ion in the case of two deceased persons.
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B SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
WATER SUPPLIES

The district is fortunate in its water supply, which
is abundant, of good quality and widely distributed. The
East Surrey Water Company is the stetutory undertaking for
the area. It obtains ite water from deep wells sunk into
chalk, some of which are situated in this distriet. Supplies
~ are softened and chlorinated before distribution. A careful
- eontrel of the raw and treated water is maimtained by the
- company, who have now appointed a full time chemist and
bactericlogist. All examinations of the treated water made
during the year have been found to be satisfactory.

Examinations are alsc made at regular intervals on
51f of various local authorities whose districts are served
' the Compan:. .

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

There are two sewage disposal works in the district,
At Leathernead and the other at Bookham. Both processes
PE on continuous flow settlement comprising detritus tanks,
tary filters, etc.

At Bookgam the efTluent passss through a humus tank
tlkence by the outfzll sewer to a ditch adjacent, finally
aching the River Mole. :

~ The Le-*herhead Sowage Disposal Works consist of detritus

ele, primary and secondary sedimentation tanks, rotary
ravelling distribotars, humue tanks, etc. Land treatment
now only used for the treatment of storm water. The effluent
* final treatment at the humus tanks is discharged into a
ete channel and conveyed to the River Mole.

 Bludge is disposed of by composting with screened and
rised nouse refuse, the resultant manure being sold to &
b agricyltural merchants and to ratepayers. Another

er has been installed for shredding the compost after
ufacture thua providing a finely divided product suitable
 bagging.

Extensions of the main sewer were made to Burnhams Road
ddox Lane, Little Bookham, and the drainage of the

ties connected thereto, thus abating the pollution of

¢eé watercourses referred to in my previous report.

_ ﬁﬂhﬂmes for provisions of relief storm water sewers and
iding and dredging of the Ryebrook are in hand at Ashtead
_;aatherhaad‘

~ The Sewage Pumping Station at Fetcham has been fitted
new pumps and motors of double the capncity existing and
'is8ing main has been duplicated to cope with the additional

PUBLIC CLEANS ING

i The weekly collsction of house and trade refuse is
idertaken by means of 6 low loading Shelvoke & Drewry freighters
ch Eiﬁh a eapacity of 7 cubic yards, manned by a driver and
oaders.,

. House refuse from the whole area is disposed of at she
atherhead Sewage Disposal Works, where a salvage and crushing
lant has been installed. Ash and dust are separated by screening;
ttles, tins, etec., removed on a picking belt; paper baled for
€, and the residue crushed, composted with sewage sludge, and

d as fertiliser.
(8)
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6. EVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASE
NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Table IV shows the number of cases of infectious
diseases notified during 1951, classified according to age and
B8X.

SEMALLPOX - No case of smallpox was notified during the

VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX ~ During the year
‘notifications were received Irom general practitioners of 351
gmmimnrg vaccinations and 315 revaccinations performed by them.
Ineluded in these are 259 vaccinations done on children before
they reached the age of one year, equivalent to approximately
5? of the number of births taking lace during the year. The
qunparativa figure for 1550 was 5 « Some of the increase
ticularly in revaccination, can be attributed to the alarm
ausad by the smallpox evnidemic in Brighton early in the year.

C T FEVER =~ Twenty-six notifications of scarlet
fever were received during the year, as against 24 in the
preévious year. Three cases were admitted to hospital for
treatment, and the remainder were mursed at home. The
notification rate per 1,000 population was Q.93 compared with
.+11 for England and Wales. The illness was in most instances
of a mild type.

DIPHTHERIA - For the fourth sopsecutive year no case of
phthieria has been notified in the district. The notification
te for England and Weles was 0.02 per 1,000 populntion.

Q%EHTHERIA Iﬂﬂﬂﬂl%ﬁxlﬂﬂ - Active immunisation against
phtheria has now been in operation in the district since 1935
d can claim a part in the reduction of the incidence and
tality rates which has occurred. The aim is for every

1d to receive a primary treatment of two injections at about
e oge of nine months, with secondary treatment consisting of
ngle injections at every 3 to 4 years up to the end of school
fé to reinforce the original treatment. It is not cloimed

en with such treatment that absolute immunisation will be
tained by every child, but there is clear evidence that the

t of an untreated child contracting diphtheria is four times
great as that of an immunised child, and that the risk of
ath is nearly thirty times as great.

Treatment can be obtained from general practitioners
¢ the terms of the Nationsl Health Service Act, or from
inies arranged by the local health authority, these being
E.ittraaular intervals at all Health Centres serving the
Strict.

5 Notifications were received from various sources that
522 children received primary treatment and 580 were given
reinforeing doses.

The following figures show how the facilities for
ﬂtmant have been used.
Primary Reinforcing
Treatment Treatment

Treated ot Clinies and Schools 128 520

Treated by General Practitioners 12% 60
3 580
e ——— . —

Of the total number of children receiving diphtheria :
nisation treatment, 153 completed treatment before reaching
the age of one year.
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Diphtheria Immunisation (contd)

* Of the estimated child population of the distriect it
is known that 1,393 under the age of five years, and 2,624 over
five years but under fiftecn years hove received trsatment,
ggquivalent to percentages of b4.9 and 66.3 respectively of the
;aatimataﬂ population of these age groups.

FOOD POISONING - One case of food poisoning was notified
ring the year. Investigations were carried out in an effort

roca the source of infeecticn, but this wes found to be
ssible as the food concerned hed either been consumed or
ly remnznts destroyed.

The incidence rate was 0.0L4 per 1,000 population
ared with the rate of 0.13 for England and Wales.

ACUTE ANTERICR POLIOMYELITIS (Infaantile ParalxaisE
ses were notifie uring g year. e case rate for

rland and Wales was 0.05 per 1,000 population.

WHOO COUGH - The number of notifications waas 147
ipared wIE% EEE in 1950. The case rate was 5.96 per 1,000
; 1Et1nn agninst 3.87 for England and Weles. No death
rred from the disease.

It is the intention of the County Council to extend its
¢ of immunisation againat infectiocus diseases to include
oping cough, limiting the treatment to infants and toddlers.

MEASLES - Four hundred nnd thirty-eight cases of measles
- notified during the year comparsd with L53 in 1950. The
rity of the notifications were received in the first gquarter
the year. No death from the disense weccurred.

: The case rate was 15.63 per 1,000 population as against
the rate of 14.07 for England and Wales.

TUBERCULOSIS - At the end of the year the tuberculosis
ster contained the names of 100 men and 96 women who have

| notified as suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis, and

en and 24 women suffering from the non-pulmonary form of
,geag®. The total of 232 is lower by 13 than that of 1950.

During the year the names of 30 local residents were
‘%o the register, 25 suffering from disease of the lungs
of other parts. There were also added the names of 34
ons who moved into this distriet during the year, having
;ﬁmtiriad previously elsewhere,

. During the same period 7/ names were rcmoved, 61 because
emoval elsewhere, 8 because of recovery, 5 because of death

1 which the diagnosis was not established. All the

which occurred were due to the pulmonary form of the

a8e, giving a death rate of 0.18. There was no death from

non-pulmonary form of disease..The total death rate for

_ﬂhgTs of disease for England znd Wales was 0.31 per 1,000

OTls

An nanolysie into the types of disease, sex and age

of the new additions to the register is to be found in
VI1., and a comparison of the incidence of the disease and
- mortality in Table VII.

(14)
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TABLE IIT

LEATHERHEAD URBAN DISTRICT

Total

Tuberculosis of the

Syphilitic Disease
Diphtheria
Whooping Cou

7. Acute Poliomyelitis
- Measles
Other infective and
- Malignant neoplasm,
Malignant neoplasm,
Maligrant neoplasm,
Malignant necoplasm,
ther malignant and

Reé%irstnry System

- Dther forms of Tuberculosis

'Hﬂntngococcafhlnfeetiona

parasitic diseases
stomach.

lung, bronochus
breast.

uterus

lymphatic neoplasms

Leulknemia, aleukaemia

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system.
HEmrunﬂry disease, angina

! ertension with hesrt disease

er heart disense

gﬁ@hgr eirculatory disease

ﬂﬁ#har disesses of respiratory system
. Ulecer of stomach and ducdenum
.ﬂnntritis. enteritis and diarrhoesa
itis and nephrosis

J@mﬁrnlasi& of prostate

- Pregmancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations

‘Other defined and ill-defined diseases
;.igur ?Ehiﬂleiaccidents

! other accidents

%gﬁiﬂidu

Homicide and oparations of war

E =l =Y. = E: =
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2

306
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I OF F. IES
(1) Inspections for purposes of Provisions as to health,
including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors.
k Premises Yumber on | Inspec- Written| Occupiers
] Ra%iater tions | Notices|Prosecuted
(1) 3) (4) (5) (6)
(i)Factories in which
Bections 1,2,3,4 & 6 are
be enforced by local
thorities 5 - - -
i)Pactories not included
(1) in which Section 7
rferced by the Local
ority 91 12 - -
i)Other premiscs in
ich Section 7 is
orced the Local
hority (excluding
workers promiscs) 4 1 - -
TOTAL 100 13 - -
—— e - o= =¥
Cases in which defects were found.

Number of cascs in which No.of casecs
ldefects were Egggd in which
Found|Reme= Beferred prosccutions
died. Jto H.l.|by H.M.| were inst-
Insp- |Insp- | ituted.
wetor. |cetor.
(3) |(4) (5) (6) (7)
f eleanlincss(S.1l)| - - - -
(512} - ] = = o
t513) = = = — e
(5.4)1 - - - - -
(5.5} = e — = e
Conveniences
S.7)
7% 1 1 - 1 -
L scparate for sexce - = = =
- offences ageinst
(not ineluding
rclating to
k) 1 - - 1 -
TOTAL 1 - 2 =
e — =

(28)













