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Public Health Department,
44 Wellington 3quare,
HASTINGS.

Scptenbe> 1848,
T0 HIS wlaASHL - THE H4Y0R, AND TO THE ALDERMEN AND COQUNCILLOAS
0F THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF HASTINGS.
Mr. Mayor, Ludics and 3contlemen,

I beg to submit the Annual feport of the Publie Health
Department for 1947, again curtailed by direction of the Ministry
of Llicolth, as comparcd with pro-war reports, The statistical tables,
omitted from the report, are filed for future survey.

The public hcolth services, eclinieal, Dospital and
anvironmental, were fully mointained during 1947,

Me crude death rate for 1947 was 16 per 1,000, coxrected by
the pre-was factor of corraection, 10.72 pe> 1,000. This rate was
practically the same as in 1946 and now approximates closely with
the Tate prevailing prior to the war.

The birth rate for 1947 wosg 19.7 per 1,000 compared with 19.5
in 1546, The marked inerease in the birth rate during the past
thrce year has, therefore, been fully mointained in 1947, In terms
of birtha, this mcans an ipereasc of absut 400 cach year, o= S0uper
gent more than in the yeoar immediotely preceding the war. Apart
f>om the soclal importance of this considecrable inorcase, there are
gnd will be rcpercussions ir eonncetion with schosl placas, bath in
pursery classcs and infant schools, also in the provision of hospltal
and madical scrv.ccs. This faeter must oncrave whatever the future
of the bizth ~ate, even if it tcnds to Sull considerobly in the
naxt fow yaars.

The ipnfant mortality rate was 26.6 per 1,000 live births as
compazed with 55.3 per 1,000 in 1946 and 47 per 1,000 in the larXgze
towns in 1947. The illlcgitimate births were 86, or approximately
1 in every 14, with an infant mortality of 46.5 per 1,000. Special
attention continues to be glven by the Health Visitors to the after-
care of 1llugi§imate infants.

The death ratc from tuberoulosis ogoin foll significantly
from .55 per 1,000 in 1946 to .38 per 1,000 in 1947, the lowest rata
yet recorded in Hostings. A4 full rceovery has been made from the
war tize incrcase in the dedth rate of tuberculosis and tho tendeney
to fall before the war has becn again continued. Referencc is made
in the body of the. report.in some detoil to this aatter.

The incidence of infeetlsus diseoses continued to be low:
scnrlet fever 39 onses gz compared with 38 ip 1948; diphtheria 5
caccs o8 comparcd with 4 ip 1846. Out-breaks of meusles and whooping
cough occurrcd in consideraoble numbexs, but [ortunately with only
one fatality. ZFor the scventh ycar there has been no death from
diphtheria. In the report T have dealt with diphtheria immunisation
and its importaonce in bringing cbout this heppy result, It is
axtremely important that o diphtheria immunisation rate of approximate-
ly 75 - B0 per cent amonzst all child»en up to the end of school
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4, VITLL 3TLTISTICI.

1. Birth rate per 1,000 of population, 1947 sk 19.1
2. Death rate (correcetcd} per 1,000 of population, 1947 L0756

Comporativae Tablo.

| Birth Rote | Dooth Rate per 1,000 of Papulotiond
Year | per 1,000 of | |
| Population, Cxude - | Corraected X
1938 11s1 5.2 Lo: - Toes :
193¢ 11.8 16.9 | 11,3
1940 11,4 B20s & 13,7
1841 133 20.3 | 13.7
18482 16.5 2l.4 | 14 .4 ,
1943 15.7 23.8 i 15.9 !
1244 16.7 2l .4 l 14.3 i
1945 14,9 18,1 | 1lg.l2 |
1846 19.5 16.4 ! 10,98 .
1947 19,1 16.0 | 10.72 !
X Factor frr corraction ﬂ.E?{ %

For 1947 the orude dcath rote fell slightly from 16.4 por
1,000 to 16.0; the corrceted death rate from 10.98 per 1,000 to
10.Y2; thus mointalning the foll Whioch has becn progressive sinca
1943, Of the 1,005 deaths registered, no less than 774, or 70 per
cant of the total, oceurrcd in persons over the age of 65 years.
4 high erude dcath ratc omonzst clderly peoplc must normally be
cxpectcd in Hecalth Resorts owing to the spceial sex and age type of
thoir population. This feature will be cmphasisod during coming
doocndes in vicw of the foet that the average cxpoetation of 1lifc is
8till stoadily incrcasing.

The carc and welfarc of the aged involves mony problcms, nonc
greater than that of suitablc accommodation. 4 certoin proportion
no doubt are coafertobly situated, either living independcntly or
with their own relatives, but wunfortunotely there arc many who
cannot in thesc diffieult days bec suitably acecommodated cither
cconomoally or owing to thelr physical condition. Such persons
requirc admission to voluntary homcs for the aged, private nursing
hozmes, or acoopmmodaticn to be provided under the Nutlonal Lsslstancc
Lct, 1848, by the local authority. '

With regard %o the birth rote, the war time inorcasc was almost
apintoined, With 1,203 births, the birth rate wos 19.1 per 1,000
as compared with 19,5 in 1948. It should be noted that beforc the
war the number of births wos substantiolly below the number of dcaths,
Now the situation is reversed, ths number of births being considcrably
cvar the numbar of deaths.

The numbcr of illcgitimate births was 86, cquigalent to one
in gvery 14 blztha,












The Smallpox Hospltal at Brede remains available, along
with scdgcbrook Smallpox Hospitol, ncar Challey, for cases
socurring throughout tinc County of Sussbx. Thasce arrangements
will continue until thc Regicnol Board tokcs over all hospitals
under the Notlonol Howlth scrwicc Act in July 1848,

Total adamissions to the Borough Sanotorium in 1947 were
1892, inoluding 22 casce from the Rural Distriet of Buttle and the
Borough of Ryc, 32 cascs [rom tha Borough of Bexhill, and 4 scrvice
cases, lcaving 134 coscs from Hastings, (Scc provious table which
rafers to notifioblc discuscs only). It was not neecssary to open
the Brede Smaollpox Hospitals

Thae Boroush Soapatorium rocealves paticnts from the County
Borough of Hostlngs, Bezhill Munieipal Borough, Ruml District of
Battlc ond the Borough of Ryc, the totul population to be scrved
being in thc neighbourhood of 120,000« Whon negotiotlons wierc
completed bofore the wor with the Boxhill Munieival Borough to
receive their fever oases, 1t wos stipulated that an additional
oubiolec block for 10 bods should be crcoted in the grounds ot the
Borough Sonatorium for the Bexhill paticnts. Owing to the war
this cubicle bloek was not huilt, but it =still =cmalns neegssary
to reocive Buexhill paticgpts, Fortunotcely the existlng aceommodation
of 70 b9eds hus proved suffielaent for all nceds, ineluding tho
Iraguent odmission of mineo non-notifiablae infeetious discascs
such as mumps and chicken pox for speciol rcasons. 4s O rule,
cgXecept undar speoaianl oircumstmnes, all thc cases have been nursed
in two out of thce four blocks. The guestion of utilis=ing one block
at the Borough Sonatorium for cases of chronic or advanced tubcrculosis
to rolicve the cxisting situation ot the Municipal Hospital,
particularly on the women's side, has bocn under eonsideration, but
the absence of the cublelc block rTalscd considarable diflficultics
ig this mattcr, If it is considcred that o bloaek could be set oside
fer this purposc, combincd with the creetlon of a cubicle block,
the Rogiopnal Hospital Board moy eonsidcer that the scheme has much
to commond itselfl.

ahortages of nursing staff hos remaincd an important difficul ty,
but fortunatcly it hos never been such as to require refusal of
dmportant and scrious caosas of infoetions

Tha Disinfeeting Station bos »emoincd available for goneral
disinfceting purposcs along with the Uisinfeeting Station at the
Municipal Hospital; if noocssary the in-paticnt trcatment of
seabiés can ba carricd out, particularly in bad cascs., This will
semaln neecssory in view of the foet thot the Disinfecting Station
at Rook-g-Norc is doreliect. The guastion of creeting a new
Disinfacting ond Clcansing stotion has bean put up to the Ministry
of Health, but the present vicw is that, owing to the gencral
housing shortage, it would not be possible to zive conscnt, and
the Minlstry rccommends that the Roglonal Board be asked to
eontinue the present arrungements for the timo belng.

ACUTE ANTERIOR FOLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS)
D FOLIO-ENCEP TIS.

. During the summer, outumn and curly wintcr of 1947, Hastings
bad its sharc of the national out-break. The first cosc was
notificd on the 27th July aond the last on the l4th Nowembor 1947,
the total numbcr of notiflcd eascs being 30, and the out-break at
ite height in August and Scptember. The cascs occurred singly
in different fomilics, cxeapt in oneé instancc when two children
in onc family wore attocked,
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6, Draoinoge ond Scworggc.

During the yoor progress ocontinucd to be mode with tho
comprchensive new sewerngce scheme for the Borough, spoeial attention
being ziwven to the provislon, us soon as practicable, of the now
storm water sower outfoll at Horpld Ploea, in view of the recurrancae
of severc floeoding in ecrioin low lying portions of the contre of
the Borough, c.g2., Friory Strcet, Middle Street, Stotion Rood ond
Qucen's Road., The Heolth Depourtment under conditions of flooding
zives oll possiblc and spocdy assistonce with rozard to drying of
bedding, clothing, carm ts and rugs, also any ncocssary
disinfeetion.

7« Secovonzing,

Colicction and disposul by mcans of controlled tipping at
Fabxhom Farm orc carricd out under the dircetion of the Borough
Engincers The Heaolth Deportment co-onrdinotes in the replaccment
of defcetive dustbins and im the investigation of any nuisanoc or
compluints rcecived,

B8 Saonltary Inspeetlion of the Distriet.
EEEE! é!f&l‘.‘i Tnspccta;"s 'EMHI‘E af Etﬂtiﬁ‘!ins‘ 1947,

The details of the table ore oaitted,

The Chicef Sanitary Inspector rcports:-

"Housing continucs to be onc eof the major covironmcntal
probléms of public hecalth work, ospecially as regards the .
provision of ocdditicnol acccommodoation in the shape of new housce -
-:pr Tlats,,the adaptotion of sui toble cxisting nocommodation Lo
further familigs and the maintcnancc of the prescnt available
accommodation at o rcasonublc stondard of hygicne and comfort for
the oooupicrls. The lost matter 1= one in which this Department
is witally conccrned and, whilc thc cXceution of repairs is still
in gencral a longer proecsas compoarod with pro-war yoars, it is
satlisfoctory to note that the difficultics hitherio assoclatad
with suppliocs of material, cto., arc not so pronounced as in 1546,
Thao responsc to notlecs scrved is also, on the whole, good the
morg scrlous nulsonccs and sanitary defoets being dealt with,
Therae is, however, cbviously much lasc-way to be made up following
the war anmd post-war years, before the high pre-war standard of
reoonditioning can be ottoined, but the full extent of this oan
only be rcvealcd by the resumption of housc-to-housc inspactlon,

With rcgard to overcrowding and other undesirable conditions,
the Heolth Department haos mointained its closc liaoison with the
Town Clerk's (Housing) Department. During the yoar 184 such
raports werc madc; of these B85 related to overerowdlng, 28 to
unsuitoble accommodation, and the living conditions of 21
tuboreulous fomilice wexc specially reportcd on by the Medical
Officar of Health, wdditional points being given to suech famllics
og rogards priority. In the remaining 50 cascs, it was folt
that no reeommecndation eould properly be made at the present
tima, although it should not bc assumed that Iiving conditions
wara ideol in thosc cascs,.

The Housing Managzer has kindly informed me that tha
following cotion has beon taken on the reports furnished:-

70 fomilics, where overcrowding or undesiroble conditions
prcwvailcd, hava been rchoused,

11 foamilics, specially rccommended on account of
tubcreculosis, have also been rchouscd,®






pending altecrations to plonts and premises by certain of the
licensces concerncd.

Undesi tod Milk - Fourteen samples were obtained for cxamination
or tuberculosis, cto., all being reported negative.

Dalry Farms, Doirics and Milkshops - 731 visits were made to these
premices, 2L notlces of contraventions of the Milk and Dairics
Order 1926 being scrved us o result, all being complied with, It
was possible to rasume to someé axtent the pre-wor poliey of
remodelling and reeonditioning of milk producers' premiscs, work
on thres such premises nearing completion at the and of the wyaar,.

{b) Mecat Inspection:

The sloauzhtering continued at one central slaughtarhouse
under Government esntrol as in previous yoars. The meat lnspection
garvice performed by the Hocalth Department staff covered an area
comprising the County Borsugh of Hastings, the Boroughs of Bexhill
and Ryc, ond thc Aural Distriet of Battle, and this has coused o
econsiderable increase of work (as shown by the followlng table):-

Carcases Inspacted.
Year Ccattle Cows |Calves| Sheep Pigs
(ineluding cows) | .

1939 - 534 228 gzo| 3,763 | 3,084
1940 1,962 1,296 | 1,450| 10,228 3,234
1941 1,659 784 | 1,268 7,333 3,097
1g42 - | 1,565 704 | 1,764| 9,229 1,134
1845 1,732 671 2,620| 10,464 700
1944 1,970 795 | 2,716| 7,936 461
1945 - | 2,329 869 | 3,487 4,995 1,114
1946 2,703 1,023 | 2,991 7,412 385
1947 2,083 735 | 2,526| 6,590 315

|'l'.-r

_ The number of animals killed on these premises has been
gencrally inereasing during rocent years and, on very many occasions,
conslderable congestion and overcrowding has resulted with
corTcsponding inconvenicnee, not only to the men cnguged in
sloughtering and drcssing, but to the Inspcetorial staff. iihen
such tukes place, cfficicnt meat inspection is carried out with
diffieulty. It is quite fair to say thot the premiscs are
unsuitabie for the volume of work now carried out. They ore
unfortunately situated in the centre of o rosidential district
and gbut on one of the moin arterics to the sea front. As o war
time expadient, these latter conditions eould perhaps be tolerated;
now, however, they eannot fail to malke an unfavourable impreasion
on visitors, aport from the interests of residents or would-be
residants., It is, therefore, to be hoped that the policy of the
Ministry of Food with »cgard to o system of cantralised slaughter-
ing will be made known Soon, so that possibly the use of. those
Partioular premises can ba discontinued.

The mattcer wos uvnder discussion by the Town Couneil in
Octobory in view of the many complaints received from residents,
ctc., When the following resolution was referred to the Public
Health Committce:-

"Thaot in view of the many complaints, widespread concern
and goeneral dissatisfaction of many responsiblc residents
of property surrounding the slaughterhouse now aduinistered
by the Minlstry of Bood, in London Rond, St. Lconards-on-Sea,



-

"gthis Council is of oplbionr that immaediote stepa should

be taken either (1) for the Corporation to provide a
public slaughtcerhouse in o suitable arca under Scotion 6D
of the Food and Drugs Act, 1838, or (2) to put further
prassure upon the Mioistry of Food to provide on
alternotive slouwghterhouse in a sultoble loocality for

the purposc.”

The whole matter is being deolt with in 1948,

411 animals killed were exomined ot o scon after
slaughtering under the Public Hoalth (Mcot)Regulbtione by a
Sanitory Inspector, appropriute action being token os rogards
carcascs condemned in part or in whole, the figures being as follows:=

e Affeotod with SR
Corcasecs Tubarculosis |Other Discoscs.

Perecntoze of ﬂ&ttlﬁ, whelao
o part caIcascs 13.2& 48,77

Percentoage of cows, whole
o> part corcases 29,11 51.70

Percentage of calves, whole
or part carcascs 0s15 .23

Pcrecntage of sheep & lambs,
whole or part carensas - 16.23

Parcantoge of pigs, whole
or part corcoscs 4,786 : 1.26

(e) Ice Crcam:

No. of premises reglstorcd for manufacturing 1947 - 8,
No. of premiscs registercd for sale of ice orcom 1947 = 4B,
Noe. of sumples token for bacteriological examination - 185,

The inspection of premises used, or proposed to be used for
the manufacture, sale, ctc., of this commodity, wus corried out to @
much larger extent than in previous yeors, particular attontion being
paid to monufacturing premiscs and mcthods adopted by staffs so
engoged. Fifty scven applications for rcgistration wele grantod,
all the premises concarped being of a higher standard thon perhops
could be cnforcad by the apmropriate legislation and it is ploasing
to record that the trade zencrally has responded wholcheartedly
with the suggestions of the Deportmont. As in the case of all
prepored feodstulfs, however, unremitting care and attention is
necgssary to produce & uniformly satisfactory article, with
cemcial emphasis upon versonal hygions on the part of staffs.

The following toble summorises the results of the samples

taken:-
Nod of T %
Samples Reported | Roportod Acported HAoported
Taken Grade I.| Grade IL. |Grade III. ropde IV.
I
185 21 ll 40 44 80




Tha samplas have becn graded following a form of methylene
bluc test, adaptcd for lec oream and reeonncended by the Ministry of
Health. Such groding is at prcsent provisional, but it hus baan
suggcsted that if iec crcam consistenily fails te »cach’ Grades I
and II, it would bc rcasonablc to regard this os indleating deafacts
of manufaeture or of handling ond this point is considercd in
conncotion ﬁith consiszteontly bad samplcs.

(d) Pxeparcd ond Monufactured Mcat and gthgr Foodstuffs,

Purticular attcntion was paid to premises which are used
in conncetion with those foods, 20 opplications for reglstration
nf such promiscs under thc Hustings Corporation (Gonoral Powers)
1937 belng decalt with, -ugist“utien not being recommonded until
ua:%uin Eunita“y roquiregnments arc compliad with. -

(a) Shops ﬂets, Iﬂsgeutian of Fbadstuffs, Restaurants, etc.
2 Hl‘mci olscns Act

rchandise Marks Act 1807 - I@EE

The tobles deoling with supdry foodatuffs, and fish condemned,
also giving details of all thc work carried out under the above Acts
hawve becn omitted.

The number of shops, particularly those businesses employed
in eatering, restaurants, cafes, cte., considerably increased. ALl
ghops as far os is kuown closed before statutory elosipng time and
no complaints were reccaived.

: The number of shops inepected was 17, revisited 12, total
vigits 29. 18 contraventions were noted, notieccs served and
conplied with. ; :
Under the Pharmaoey ond Polsons Acts, 54 inspections were made.

Werchondice Marks Act 1887 - 1926.

| =
No. of |Contraventions | Informal Notices putstanding}
Inspections | Found, served | Complicd
| with
16 | Nil Nil Nil Nil
- |

(f) . Food and Drugs jct, 1938, ™~

During the year, 165 scmples were taken and submitted to
the Borough Analyst ot the Loboratory, Lewes. Of these 28 milk
samples and 4 of other foods, were reported as being unsatisfactoXry.
Close co-operation batween your Inspectors and those of the County
Authority was carried out as rogords milk sompling, with mutual
gatlisfoctory results,

Particulars of action token ipn the 34 unsatisfactory
samples are os follous:-

Sazple Hps. Articlas Sampled Remorks and Action Tokon.

Formal sample. Reported to
Fublic Health Comaitte.
Explanation of Company accepted,

1842 Milk

———— el o
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10y Faoectaries Inspectian:

Inspeetion of fuctories, ote. 188 visits
Written noticcs 23
Defgots found 46
Defects remodicd 25
Dafeets referred to H.M. Inspeotar 1

1l1. Rodent Destruction:

Thc work in conpcction with rodcnt destruction considerably
inercascd during the year, bosth as rcgards the number of complaints
reccived and the requiresients of the Ministry of Foad, and the
Council gocordingly deeided, ‘as o result of rgprescantatisns of that
Ministry, to strongthen the staff by two additional speratives,

Tha follawing is o brief indioation of tha work earricd out:-

(a) C ration Sowers - These rgeaived four mointenance
treatnents on the nes recammonded by the Ministry in
pravisus yools.

_(b) Complaints = The nunbar of esaplaints reesived nusbered
© 740, a8 ecaxmpared vith 683 the provious yoar:; 475 complolnts
were in raspeet of rats (13 major infestatisns) ond 265 in

raspect of nicc,

{c) Private Dwcllings - Specinl Schaune 1946/47. - The suzvey
of the distriet, eorricnecd in Moy 6, was c>upltcd during
April;: 491 promiscs being found infested ond clcared, the
ugt%gated kill (bascd on Ministry of Food formula) being
4,094,

{d)} Hotels, Restaurants, cte - Sinec rogular monthly visits

ta theésé premiscs on o payment basis was introduccd in 1946,
an inercasing nusber of proprictors hawe aveiled themsclves

of the Council's facilitics, 29 of such cstablishoonts baing
siibjoet to regular visits ot the cnd »f the year,

-hﬁugulu: monthly visits are paid t> schosl cantocns and
British Restaurants, hospltals, spcelal sehools, ate.

12,- Disinfcstation of Council Houscs and Othcr Promiscs.

Counecil Housecs e
Cther Progalses a0

13, Disinfocting and Cleansing Sjnii&n.

The former Disinfcoting and Clcansing Station at Rook-a-Norc
ooy now ba regamicd as dcerclict.

The dieinfeetion of clothing ond bedding has continued %o
bc earried out moinly at the Disinfecting Station, Municipal .
Hospltol and whorc neccssary ot the Borough Sanatorium for Infeetious
Dlscasas,.

Clcansing has been mainly carricd -ut at the Munielpal
Hospital; aolss the troatient of scabies by baths, wWheI¢ naccssary
poticnts with scobics arc adaitted t2 the Borsugh Sanatoriumd,.

The whale motter was reposted to the Ministry of Hoolth and
after @ peresonal vwisit by a madieal officer »f the Ministry, it was
docidad in vidéw of the shortage of aaterial and labour and of
dwclling housos, to continuc the temporary schane and later to
obtain the peramission »f the Reglonal Boord and the Hospltal
Moragezent Coomittec for this under the Nati-onal Health Scrvice
sct, 1946, ponding the croctisn of a suitablc ad hoc centre.
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4s o temporary measure dnly, thesc latter pers>yns may remain
in the H-usc side for a periad, tho laical authoarlty being
financiolly respsnsibles The Ministry of Heolth and the laeal
authsrity, bocked by publie >pinisn, strongly favaur the psliey
of finding thosc >1d peaple suitable aceonnsdation in eonveniont
houses of rcas->nable size, toking 20 - 50 persayns, 1n situations
whore they are within casy reach of fricnds and ploces of interest,
G:Zs; 8hops, churchcs anl eingmos, During 1947 much time and
gnergy woerc given by mcabors of the Corazittec and their Officers
in looking for sultablc houscs for this purpsse, but unfortunately
at the timc no house worth conversion and reesnditioning esuld be
found whiech 2et all the Tequircacnts. Before the war a definite
poliey of building >nm o speeianl site a nusaber of pavilisns which
would ocot the purpasc was proaotically approved and then
indefinitcly postponcd Jduring the war. This scheme is still
esnsidered with favour gs the cventual s-lution, but it would
appear that s-ono existing bulllings must be fHund an an early
date and moke gs sultoable as possibla, in axier €2 remove tho
3ld people,for whosa the laeal authority is responeible, from the
House side,

Exeallent worlk, whick hos reecived favourable noticc in o
wide oircla, has bach earriocd sut in Hostings in tha h>using »f
the agad by viluntary soeleties, €.g., the Central 4Aild Couneil,
the Christ Chureh Housing Lssoeiation and the Womens Voluntary
=e¢rvics, who between then must now be housing over 200 old peosple.
In cach casc the accrmnodation has bacn found by eonverting, with
groat ingenuity, oxisting houses into single rooms or flatlots,






