[Report 1946] / Medical Officer of Health, Hastings County Borough.

Contributors

Hastings (England). County Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1946

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/n848zfea

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







T e . el e 5

Fublic Eealth Department,
44 Wellington Square.
HASTINGS.

August 1947,

T0 HIS WORSHIF THE MAYOR, AND TO THE ALDEAMEN AWD COUNCILLORS
OF THE COUNTY BORQUGH OF HASTINGS.

Mr, Moyor, Ladics and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit the Annual Report of the Public Health Department
for 18946, curtailed by dirsction of the Ministry of Health, s
compared with pre-wor reports. The statistical tables, omitted frca
the report, are filed for any future war-time health survey.

‘Tha public hgalth services, clinical, hospital and anvironmental,
were fully maintained auring 1946.

The orude death rate for 1946 was 16.4 per 1,000 - corrected by
the pre-war factor of correction, 10.¥8 per 1,000. This rate
approximetcs closely with that whiuh prsvulled in the years prior to
the war.

The birth rate of 19.5 per 1,000 for the cstimated resident
population, as comparsd to 14.9 per 1,000 in 1945, showad a very
significant increose, in terms of births from 731 to 1,155. This
marxed inecrease of the birth rate is gencrol and national and it is
reported also from many of the other beligerent fountries., It occurred,
though not to such a high and marked degrce, at the end of the last
war, but soon fell and the birth rate eommenced to decline agaln up
to the commenccment of the 1939 war, In the light of previous history
and in the face of thc. present acongmical difficulties, it is
reasonable to onticipate a rocduction in the birth rate during the
next year or two, although so far there is no evidence of this.

The infant mortality rate was 30.3 per 1,000 live births as
comparad with 46.5 per 1,000 births in 1945, and
the large towns in 1946. Illegitimate births were 98 with, happily, «
low infant mortality of 50.6; special attention was given by the
Health Visltors to the alfter care of the illezitimate infants.

The death rate from tuberculosis wos .55 as compored with .49
per 1,000 in 1945. The low rata last yecar has becn uruutinallr
mnintuinad Provingz that the ﬂnr-timr inercase ip mortality and
ineidence has been o purely temporary phasc. Various factors are
responsiblec = the inercaosing use of X=ray und mass radiology, the
bringing forward of the carly cose and incrcasing knowledge of the
public, havec 0ll assistced materially in discovering corly cascs and
in securing trecatment so that the chonces of arrast or cven éura are
reasopobly zood.

With regord to infcctious discases, the incidence throughout the
year wos low; scorlet fevor 38 cuscs os comparad with 42 in 1945;
diphtheria 4 cascs as compored with 11 in 1845; samall outbreaks of
measles, also of Wwhooping cough, in c¢ither Guse without mortality.
For the third year therc wos no decath from secarlet fever or diphtheria
or any of the common notifioble disgases. In fuet, in the last slx
years now the incidence of diphtnerio hos been low, without a death
in that period. ZElsewhere in the report, I have commented un tha
importance of diphtheria immunisation. It hos been emphagised that
the factor of safety in any child population should be at lcast an
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imamunisation ratc of 805, supplementcd by further re-inforeing or
"boosting" lnjeetions cwvery 4-5 ycurs until the age of 15 hos been
rcachcd. liaking somc allowanec for childrcn immuniscd during
cvacuation and not rcportad, wec have not yct rcochgd this perecntoga,
although we hope it will be ultimotely obtoined in a year or two.

In the report I have drawn attantion to forthecoming changcs
in the hospital pnlicg cf the Leoeal Authority under the Nationol
Hcalth Scrvicc Act of 1946. With regard to thc health scrvicas
Proper, it is elcor there will be substantial devclopmen ts,
particularly in connceticn with thc Maternity ord Child Welfare
Dopartmant, hcaltn visiting, the development of Infant Walfare
Centrcs and Anto-natal Clinies and of a domieiliury help serviea,
with which thc maternity bhelp serviec will be inecorporated - tha
provision of o complcete homa nursing scrviec, and alseo of a

complete demieiliary miduifery sorviec' and the development of the
socrvicec for oncral assistanca during illness including nursing
nececssitics and other comforts. In gddition, and in eo-operation
with thc Loeal Exceutive Couneil it will be the duty of the Hoalth
Authority to providc and administcer hoglth ecntrcs, as and when
rgquirced, for the Loeal Gencral Practitioncr darvica. All these
considerable and important dovolopments arc now under careful
consideration by all eoncaerncd and at this stage it is not possibla
to zo into any dctalls with recgard to the schames.

I beg to thank the Couneil, the Chairmcn and Mcmbars of the
various Committics for their continucd support and acknowledge
sith much gratitude the zood ond loyal work of my staff in these
difficult daoys.

I howe the hopnanr to rPomoin

Mr. Maoyor, Ladics =ond Gentlemen,

Your obedicnt scrvant.
G.R. BRUCE.

Mcdieal Officar »f Hoaolth

2. CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES AESFONSIBLE
FoR HELLTH SERVICES.

Public Hcalth Committce - Councillor Capt. E.T. Hyland,

Sub=-Sanatorium Committee - Counciller Capt. E.T. Hyland.

Zducotion Committcc - Aldcmmon Mrs. FoXon, J.FP.

Montol Daficicney Committce = Councillor Mrs. A. Farnfiald J.FP., M.B.BE.
soeiel Weclfure (and Sub) Committee - Councillor A. Honnor,.

Motecrnity and Child wWelfare Committce - Councillor Mrs. V.Aldxander.

Housing and Improvemcnts Committce = Councillor S. Thorpc.

-




PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION.

Sga-list nos sct.eant in Beport.of 1339.

The followine-altcrations in staff arc rccorded in 1948,

Home of Qffiecar

- Qffiecs held,

K-J- Gru-ﬂ-t. MoBo ¥ Elch'j Dt.‘- -l-.-'i-
(Rcturned from Hilitary scrviece
May 1846)

Miss I.5.3. Bingcman, L.B., B.S.,
D.P.H.
{Services tcrminated August 1946)

Mrs, C.i. Kipling, S.R.H., S.C.M.
(Recsigned July 1946)

Miss C.¥. Boiloy, SeRelie, S.0.M.
(Appointcd ﬂugust-lgﬂﬁi

Miss JaV.¥. Davidson
(appointcd lMarch 1946)

ili-.a.i Eﬁﬁm, HJR.S-I!. I’.I!l:iIIIS'iEi

{Appointed Moy 1946)

W.3. McDonald, M.R.S.I.
{Appointecd sugust 1946)

Miss AP« Worrcn
*. fiesigncd April 1946) .. ..

Miss M.H. Robin ’
(Appointed Moy 1546)

Miss E. Footnor
{Rosigned Moy 1946).

Miss I, M. Flummcr
{Appointecd Junc 1946)

H.R.He. .ﬂf—hlﬂ:f
(Returncd from Nowvy,
licy 1946)

Kizs Bs Munns
(Resigned Moy 19486)

Mrs. G.M.a. Woaghorn
(Appointcd Junc 1946)

Deputy Medienl officer of Health
Deputy School Mcdical gfficar.

Temp. Doputy Mcdical Officer

Of HCalth-
Temp. Doputy School Mcodieal officcr.
Hecalth Visitor aond School Nursao.
Heolth Visitor and School fursacs
Spcceh Therapist.
Assistont Sanitary Inspector.
AsSistont Sonitoary Inspectol.
shorthond=typist.
Shorthond-typist.
Clcrk, School Mcdicul Scrvica.

Clecrk, School Mcdical Scrvica.

clark, General and Sanitary
Inspectors" (Offica.

Clerk, Moternity & Child Welfaore
and School Mediecol Scervica,

Cleric, Maoternity & Child Welfare
and 3chool Mcdical Scrvica.
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3. SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND VITAL
STATISTICS 1946.

arca of Borough ren s ass 7,770 acrecs.
Population - Caonsus 1831 ‘o e 65, 207
ncglistrar-Goncrol's cstimate of resident population

1946, for the purposc of Vital Statiztics .. 59,160
Numbcr of inhabited houscs (cnd of 1946) according

to Ratc Books BT 1~ i 20,002
Ratcablc Value sa ses “os £766, 397
Sum roprescnted by @ penny rate ... - £2,600 (est.)

Total Malc Fomale
Live Births 1946 (Logitimate 1, o477 "5l0 )= 1.155
(I1lcgzitimate 08 60 L e

Birth ratec 1946 per 1,000 of the cstimatcd

resident population ans it 19,5
Still births 'R 'TE 'R ‘31
Rate por 1,000 total (live and still) Births .. 20.0
Doaths 1946 e e v o976
Decath Rate, 1946 per 1,000 of the cstimated

regsident population:- (a) crude sens 16.4

x (b) corrcetad PR 1D.98

Daoths from pucrparal causcs:e

Bate par 1,000 total
Decaths. (1ive & EtiIII TirLhs.

No.29 Pucrpcrol scpsis MNil. Wil

No.30 Other maternal couses 2 - 1l.68

Daath Ratc of Infonts under onc ycar of age:-

(a) 4All Infants per 1,000 live births e 30.3
(b) Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate
livc births res e 30.2
{e) Tllcgitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate
- live births sne are 3046
Deaths from Cancer (all aoges) ina e 156
Daaths from Mc.cles (all ages)  ees ann Hil
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all agcs) R Nil
Deaths from Diarrhoca (under 2 yecars of age) L

x Assuming the continued usa of the pre-war
foctor of corrcctlon .67.
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4., VITAL STATISTICS.

l. Birth ratc per 1,000 of population, 1946 .ot 19,5
2« Dcath rata per 1,000 of population 1943 vae 10,98
Comparative Toblc.
Birth Rate Death Roto per 1,000 of population.
Acar per 1,000 of
population. Crudc Corrceted x
1938 11.1 15.4 10.3
1939 11.8 16,5 11.3
1940 11,4 2049 13,7
1941 13,3 20.3 13.7
3:942 16!5 21 -"'-i 14-4
1943 15,7 23.8 15,9
1944 16.7 gl.4 14,3
1945 14.9 18.1 12.12
1946 . 19.5 16.4 10,98
X Factor for corrccticn 0,67.

Je

The erude dooth rate declined further Tfrom 18.1 in 1945 to
16,4 par 1,000 of tha population yiclding o corrcetcd dcath rate
of 10.88, which is proctically cquivalont to the stondardiscd
death rote for the largs towns ond thc country as o whole., A
high crudc decath ratec is normally cXpected in hoalth resorts
gatering for o considcrablc residential and rotired population.
It is morcover o feoturc which must inecrcasc during coming docades
ip wigw of the foct that the average length of life is still
stecadily incrcasing. Out of 976 dcaths in 1946, 252 or 15.8 por
gcnt were in persons bctween the ages of 65-75 and 460 or 47.1
per cant over thc agg of 75.

With regard to the birth rote, the war time inercasce has
stcadily continued. In 1946 1,155 live births were registarcd
gs belonging to Hastings with 2 birth rate of 19.5 per 1,000 of
the population, This wms the highgst recorded birth rate for
many ycars and forms a zrcat contrist with the lowest rccorded
birth ratec of 11.1 por 1,000 in the last pre-war year, 1938.

The ineraascd birth rotc morcover has continucd during 1947, the
averogge number of bubics born in Hostings being now in the
neighbiourhood of 150 per month. Evon allowing for 20-30 mother's
cach month coming from the surropunding districts to bawve their
confincments in Hastings Matcrnity Homcs, thc high ratc is still
obviously bcing fully mointaingd., There was a somcwhat simllar
ineraosc in the birth rote towords the cnd and immediately
following tha 1914-18 wor, but this rapidly disoppcorcd and the
downward curve commcnecd azain right up te the beginning of the
last war,

Ihe number of illegitimate births was 98 out of 1,155 births,

nearly onc in cach 12 births and almost double the rate baforc the
-::’J.I‘.

Moin Cousce of Death:
(a) Discascs of thq Heart and Blood Vesscls.

The total deaths from various associated couses amountcd to
465 or 46 per cont of the totol deaths,
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The following table summariscs the incidance of the
notifiablc infectious discases during 1946:-

Admitted

Discasc Total Cascs to Hospital Deaths.
Diphtheria (including 4 & Mil

Membrarous Group)
Zrysipclas 16 & Nil
Secarlet Fever 38 30 Nil
Paratyphoid B. Nil Nil Nil
Puerpcral Pyrexia 29 1 Wil
Cerabro=-spinal 4 4 Nil

Meninzitis
ophthaolmia Nconatorum 2 2 Nil
Pulmonary Tubcrculosis | 121 lﬁﬂ 12
Otber forms of Tuhﬁrculusif 30 23 1
Poliomyelitis I e Hil Nil
Acute Primary Pneumonia 2l Wil 2
Malaria ‘ 4 Nil Nil
Dysentary Nil Nil Wil
Influenzal Fnocumbnia 5 Nil Nil

!Heﬁslas : 149 Nil Nil
Whooping Cough 46 1 . Wil
REMARKS

{a) 3¢

let Fever -~ The inecidence was low, 38 cases as compared

with 42 ip 1945, the cuses being on the whole mild and sporadie.

(b) Diphtherio and Diphtheria Immunisation - The incidgncc of
cascs being notified

diph

aria was agoln cxtremagly low,
throughout the yecar and no dcaths,

1238 arc shown in the following toble:-

The ineidenes and deaths sinc

Year

lin. of CoBscs.

|
| .
| 1938 |
1939 '
1940
1941
1942
1945
1 lm
1945
1946

18
4€

. &5

6

7
13
38 {2
11 -
z .

el

i

il

Doaths.

o

1

1
Nil
Nil
Nil
mil
Nil
yil
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The reduction, both in the incidenec and the death rate
during the post & ycars is rcmarkoble, the average number of cascs
being @ and no deaths. TFor this satisfactory result eredit must
ba given to the diphtheria immuni sationm compaign, both natidhal™
gnd local. It should, however, be noted that the targast
perecntage of thls hntiﬂﬂﬂl cnmpaign is at lzast BOF of the
children immuniscd ond re-inforeing or "boosting" injections in
the ¢asc of ilmmuniscd childrem at 5 yearly intervals until all
howe 1lef't school, It is gratifying to note that there has been
o considerable inercasc in "boosting" injeetions in this town
during the post two yoors. During 1946 807 childrcn were
complctcly immuniscd, 600 undcr the gge 2f 5 and 207 over 5 ycars
of aga, 392 rc-inforcing injcetions being givon. Every cffort 1s
maodc to publieisc the importocnec of the diphtheria immunisation
campaign through the press, postcers, eincma, clinies, tcachars,
Infont Welfore Centres, Hoalth Visitors, Distriet Nurses, cte.

Thea immunisins agcnt still remoins A.P.T., tho dosoge 2 and
+5 C.cs at four wockly intervols with a spceinl test (Schick test)
t> show whether 1mmunitj is complcte, being corricd sut in o =moll
praportion »f the immunised children or ot the rcquast of any
parcnt. The re-inforeing or "boosting" injeetion is .2 A.R.T.

Bighther;u Anti-Toxin - Supplics arc kept at the Hcalth Department
and at Policc Stations and issucd sn reguest to tho medical
nractitisners of the tawh.
ISOLATION HOSPITALS.
Mo cltcratisn occurrcd in thes available accommodations
() Borsugh Sonatorium for Infeetious Discascs, Hastings - 70 beds.
(b} Smallpox Hospitol, Brods - 80 bods. 1

The Smallpox Haspital, Brede was madc avoilable, olong with
Sadgebrook Smallpox Hospitol, near Chailley, for cascs Jccurring
throughout the County of SusseX, as o spocial war timc DCASUTG.
Thase arrupgoncnts will eantibve until thoe Regisnnl Baard takes
igi; all haspitoals under the National Heolth Scrviea Act 111'.'!!.11:'

L]

Total admissisns to the Barﬂuﬂh Sanatorium in 1946 wero 165,
including 23 casgs from the Rural District of Battlo and the -
Barsugh of Rye, 27 cascs from the Borough »f Bexhill and B scrvica
cascs, lcaving 107 eascs from Hastings. (3cc provisus table whioh
refors to notifiablce discascs only). It was not neécssary to Jpan
the Brode Smallpsx Hospital.

As stated in previous roports, immcdlately before the war, an
arrangomcnt was complceted with the Bexhill kunieclipal Barough to 7
admit all thelr faver cascs on the understanding that Boxhill
wruld creet an additisnal cubielc block of 1o beds to meat the
nceds of their population, approximately 23,000. This cuobicla
block hos obviously nover materialiscd, but we have roeciwved
Bexhill paticnts from a datc soon after the eommencament of the
Jars TFortunatcly, thc incidonec of infcotlous cases for admission
t> hospital hos bacn much less than the avorogs, particularly as
recgards diphtheria and scarlct fevers On the sther hond if the
Borough Sunotorium remains a Distriet Fever Hospitol admitting
from a very considcrablc rural and urban district, apoart from
Hastings, with o total population 5 be scrved betwoosn 120,000
and 130,000, a cubiels block will be ncecssary. Furtnumnzrc, as
| muttuf of poliey in order to lighten the burdcen of eases in tha
Municipal Hospital, thc qucstion has beon moosted »f the admissisn
of chronie ond pavoneed -r sther cascs of tubcreulossis to tho
Boraugh Scnatarivm instegd o>f to the Municipol Hospitale 2. .-



ri

3
By e
. 2
B
5 fi
§







T

7. TULEERCU..GSTS.

{(a) Rogister - At the dnd of 1946 the tubcreulssis register
contaoincd 682 namcs.
Males 304, Femoles 8358, suffering froa puloonary tuberculosis.
Males 66, rFouales 74, suffcring fraom non-puloonary tubcroulossis.

{b) Motifications and dcaths of cascs notificd in 1946,

New ooscs notificd | Deoths of cascs notifiod,
456 period | Pulmonory| Non-pulmopnaryi Pu.uonary | Non-pulmonary.
Moy Fe | Mo - R R TR Fa
0 - 1 year - - - - ‘. - - - -
B -5 yoars| - | 2 2 2 > = Z =
5«10 " &l = 5 3 p » " Y
10/« 15 ® s e Y 3 3 = & =
15 - 20 " - 1 - 4 = = i
20 - 25 " n 9 1 3 | e = 1
g5 = 55 15 | 16 - 3 1 it e =
35 - 45" 15 8 Sl s | 1 - | g Rl
146 - 55" g i 5 | = - 1 % 1 i N £
55 = 65 " JUeiEk | - | - ' 1 % 3 i = % -
65 upwards L e N I ST (P [ S T
| e -
Totals Lol T - R - L - S T
Grond Totals :© - 150 e 13

(e} Incidcncc and Mortolity.

The death rate, 35 per 1,000 showed o vory slight inercaso as
comparcd with the Jeath rate for 1945, viz. ,%9 per 1,000, the
sLawaat yob rcocorded. The number of Jlcaths and death rates from
tubcrewlssis from 1838 arc as iollows:=

I — | []
| Yoar Pulmonary : Non-Pulmonary Trial Rate per 11,0004
| )
| 1938 54 | 6 50 .95
| 1939 43 3 46 .69
1940 47 A 51 .58
1941 38 l 5 13 1.22
| 1942 T | 4 59 1.00
|18 28047 1 3 g | 1=
| 1944 32 3 55 | .91
| 1945 B 45 . | .49
| 1946 i 1 25 | .55
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For comparissn, the dcath rate from tubereculssis towards the
cnd ond after the last wor was as follows:-

1218 411 forms of tubcreulssis - death rate - 2.0 per 1,000,
1918  ® " N ! 1.8 s
1920 [ it [ " 1.5 "

Froam 2ll thasc figurcs 1t wonld appcar that the inercase in
the «cath ratc fron tuborculssis which oscourred during 1941-43
the periasd of the nost intensive and gencral bombing in Englﬂnﬁ;
hos becn defind tely chceled, that the foll in 1945-46 has been
vary substantial and thot there is no rcason o cxpect o further
ralupsc.

on the other hand the number of notificotions steadily
inercoses, particularly cascs in the carly stages. There are
various reassns for this, particularly the cxamination of young
men and woaen for the scerviees in recent year, moss radisgraphy
in the scrvicas and ¢lscwhere, the kecnness and intcrest shown
by goncral practitisners in recommending carly cascs for X=rmy
cxamination and investigontion at the Tubarculosis Dispensary, and
finally the interest pnd inercasing knowledge of the publie in
all thesc mntters. This is all of great advantoage, becgusa from
tirc to time cascs =till eo-ma along practically symptomless, but
which show cxtenslive and scrious X-ray domage to the lungs and
sonctines are ceven ton late for satisfpnetary treatmont. Tha
ma jority, howevaer, of thcsc symptomless cascs can bo trcated with
grcat efficiancey and =zsod rasuvlts by aocdern methods in 4 sanatorium.
With recgard to- moss radiography, this is now being utilised
particularly in tho industrial régisns of the midlands, tho north
and London and distriet, alss for large schools, trajining eslleges
and wvarious military scrviecs.

(1) Tubcreulosis Disppnsary, ctc. ot the Royol East SusscX Hospitols .

With thc return »f thc populaticn, eigilion and scrvice, ond
the inercasing attontion given to diagnosis, the work of the
Tubcreulosis Disppnsary cesntinucd ts extend during 1946, thoe totaol
attendances being 2,087 as coaparcd with 1,721 in 1945, new cascs
baing 414 as comparcd with 488 in 1945, =2nd contacts cxanmined were
410, Cl=2sc and enrdial co-sparation eantiasuvad with the spacinl
dcpartments of the hospital - X-ray, Dispconsary, Laboratory,
Orthopacdie, cte.

(¢} Institutional Trootmant.

In spitc >f the shortoge of sanatorium beds, ond during the
past ycor this applicd at times to Dorwvell Hall Sonatorium, 1t woas
always possiblc to arrangs trcatmont,wlthout any unduc delay, for
all eascs of pulmonary tubcrculssis. On the other hand thore is a
very urgent shortoage of beds for surgical tubcereulossis,
particularly in children ond more particularly for tho rosultont
¢rippling which demonds o long tora stoy with cducational facilitigs.

Owing to the acute shoriage 5f staff at the Municipal Hospital,
it was deeoided with regrct g elase for a parigd the word for fTemnlc
coscs suffering from tuboreulossis, The aceormodation for malas at
the Municipal Hospitol was stilli availablc.

Admissions to Tnsiitutions durinz 19486.

Darvell Hall Sanatarium 48 cuscs pulmonary tuberculasis.
Municipal Hospital, Hastirgs 24 L L B
Horton Encrgeney Haspltal 1 casc i "
Brompton Hospital, London 1 easa " oy
. Royal East 3ussex Hoapitnl 18 cascs surgleal tuberculossis,
Lord Mayor Trcloaor's Hospltol 1 casc . L
Royol Sca Bathing Hospltal,Morgoln 2coscs " ”
Horitage Craft Schools, Chaoilley 2iueases il :

SteVincant's Orthopocdie Hospitol 1 casa L



(f£) Government Mointcnance Allowanec, ctc.- Memorandum 268/T.

Although commenced as o war time mecasurc, Government Maintsnance
Alloviancas warc continucd during 1946 for cascs of pulmonary
tuberculssis, but for persons who have to give up their work in
arder to undcrtake trcatment in a sanatorium, or in their own homes
with o rcascnable chance of being again fitted for work. Gencral
criticism of this scheme throughout the country has boen continued,
particularly bcecgusc the chronic, advanccd or casc¢s of surgical
tubsroeulosis arc omittcd apd must find any assistanco, financial
or otherwise, from Scciagl Welfare or the Tuberculesis Cars Committoe,
Further, from information rccaived, the amount available from Sccial
Welfara sourccs is as gencrous in various districts os thot from
tha Government schomc. The definision betwoen hopeful, chronic
and tha advanccd casc lays a burden upon tha Tuberculosis officar,
as it is his duty to sift out cascs which come within the scope
of the scheme, intimating to thesc applicants who do not, o deeision
which amounts to a santecnea that thedr case is chronie or hopeless.
From the lst Jaouary 1946 to thc 3lst Doccmbor 1946, sixtcen paticnts
roceived maintcenanec ollowancas, osna patient recaived a maintonanca
gllowanee and also o discrctionary aollowanca, oncé patiant recoived
2 maintenanec allowance ond also a spceial payment and one patient
recgived a specicl payment after the maintenance alloswonce had
ecascd on cntering a sanotorium.

(z) Tubcreulosis Corc Committoc.

This Committcc has continugd its work on thc some lincs as in
provious years and provides onc pint »f pastourised milk cach day
for patients who rocquirc mourishment and in speeinl cascs 3/64 por
wock to purchosc speecial foods, and financial help wherge nceossaryy
alsg gifte of elothing, nursing rcquisites, grants for railway
faree and so on.

The Occupational Thcrapy Centre in the St, John asmbulancc Hall,
held monthly, hos continucd its work on thc same lines as
doseribed in precvious reports. It provides a centrc for the ex-
sanatorium or othor paticnt to moct the Supcrvisor, whosa hcod-
giarters arc at Darwvell Huoll Sanatorium, oncc o month to cxaming
aritieclés made, to consider and arrange for new moterial and work
and i® ‘alao. ocetsi_goncrally as o social contre. Fortunatcly, in
spitc of shortagcs of materiaol, it has becen possiblc to obtain a
vary roasonablc omount of now matcrial to makce toys, lcather
articles, bags and baskets.

It is elcar that the Tubcreulossis Cafe Committec will eontinue
to function within the ambit of the Naotional Hcaolth Servica Act,
1846 on well tricd and satisfuctory lines, Indced it is suggoestcd
in Circular 118/47 of the Mindistry of Health that a further ficld
should bc cxplorcd in thc way of giving assistanec and aftcr-corc
aid to providc mcasurcs in othor discasaes. It is quite papsiblblc
that, to avoid incrcusing thc number of C-ommittees or other
voluntary bodics associoted with the new Hoalth Coamittoa, the
Tabcreulosis Carc Committes might add to its functions by
aceapting this further heolth deval>pment.

() Public Hcolth (Prcovention of Tuberculosis) Regulations 1925.
Public Henlth set 1936, Scction 72,

Hze petion was taken in 1946.



8. LATERNITY AWD CEILD WLLFAT

l, Yitgl 3Statistics:

(a) Infuntilc Mortaliiy.

The infact mortality rotec in 1546 with 35 infont deoths
in 1,155 births, was 30.3 per 1,000 bHirths, comparcd with 46.5 per
L,000 in 1945 and a natiopal ratc »f <46 per 1,000 in the largs towns
ineludinz Landon. Thelc was a ccrtain provalonca of measles and
whooning cough during thc year, this corresponding with one infant
death from bronchitis ond four from pneumonia.. Of the 35 deaths
under 4 months, 22 were in the first 4 weecks, 18 actuglly in the
first wweck. Mosv of thesc deaths were dus to developmental causes,
particularly congenrital malformotions, premature birth and othar
causas such as debility, marasmus or injury at birth. This nao=
natal mortality, coupled with the :till birth rate, 31 out of
1,155 births, still constitutes a major problem in the infant
mortality rate, in spite of the vast improvament in the general
infant mortality. This problem is receiving much attention end
will Peceive more upnder the téom vork of the Nationul Health
Scrvice Act, 1946 ineluding uevelopment of rascarch and improvad
investigation in the work of infaont welfaore and ante notal elinies,
with further esducotion and co-operation of the mother. Other
faetors will be the provision of qualified speciolists in all
branches of ehild hoalth to be made freely availoble through the
services of tha new Regional Boord, both at the Clinles nnﬂ in
the Children's. Words at the Heawituls.

(b) Matcrnal Mortality.

Yo | Mebemal moreiti hov Lu0
! births |HOE4inzs! .
b e —— - e ww w ' L e e
1959 5,8
1940 | 4.6
1941 | 4.7
1842 f ¥il
1943 | L.6
1944 - il
1945 s
1948 I 1.82
| | —— e
Avcraze 2.4
L e s e e e e

No Geath occurred from puorperal sepsis, two deaths,
however, being due to causes operating ot child birth, the
particulars as sot out in the death certificates being as follows:=

(i} Acute necrosis of liver (ii) Ncerosis of the liwver,
durins Pucrperium, Toxacmia during prﬂgnunuy-

Maoternnl mgrtulity in this eountry has new reached a low
lavel as far gs puarparal sepsis is concarned, due to improved
technique gnd use of modern drugs ond matheds, particularly
sulphonemides ond penieillin. The inc;cusing interest and
knowledge of the young mothsr of today, thanks to many educational
influhnaca, should not be¢ forgotten as an important foctor. The
maternal mortality whicl remains is mainly linked up with toxpemias
of pregononcy und vdrious accidental esriitions occurring during
confinement and must bs linkcd up with the neo-natal and also
5till birth mortality.

All the =speeial services, irecluding ante-notal and post-
natal clinics, consultants for difficult labour, pathological
foeilitics, cte. wore fully molntolned.
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2, Inspeotion of Midwivas.

(a) No. of midwivaes on register - 12
No. of visits - 39
Midwives' notifications, medical aid - 138
Other officiol notifications - 39
Births notificd by midwives - B03

The results of inspection and the average standard of

Work werc satisfactory.

5 e

(b) Midwives Act 1936. Domiciliary Midwifcery.
Service, ' District Nursing| Municipal |
Associntion., M1dwifc. Total, |
1. Casas conducted 248 59 327
2. Post-notal vigits 6,140 1,041 7,171
3. Antc-notal visits 2,558 382 2,938
4. Gas and Alr Analgesia . 78 34 112

There was an inercasc in the number of cases eohducted on

the distriet, particularly by the District Nursing Associntion, from
281 to 327. This may have been partly due to the foct that at
various times of thae year, the maternity accommodation at tha
Municipal Hospitul waos so overstrained that it was nceccssary to
refuse admission to o certaln number of cases, Domicilinry
midwifery, under proper home conditicons, and with on cfficient
sorvice such as obtaincd in Hastings, has been proved to be among
the safcst of all mothods of midwifery, particularly in the
avoidoncce of tha possibility of direect or indirect cross infcetion,
wiiech docs occur at times aven in the bast eondueted maternity

° dinstitution.

There wos an adequate service throughout the year and in

addition gos and oir analgcesia showed a considerablc inercase in
the number of casces, from 92 to 112. Obviously this scrvicc is
now being reudily acccptcd and appreciatcd. '

(e) The Pucrperal Pyrexia Regulations 1939,

The total number of cascs was 29,

£ll the pre-war arrongements were available ineluding

hospi tal accommodation, home nursing, provision of econsultants,
bacteriological and gencral investigations, cte.

B JNiork of thc Honlth Visipors, Home Helps and Domestic Helps.

Heolth Visitors Homc Visits.

First visits under onc ycar -
Sceond or further visits -
Infeetious discases and special visits = o4l
Infant protection visits -

Bxpectant mothcr visits 220
Total 6,697

=

Home Help cascs ' - 28



Domcstic Help Scheme - Commencod 7.5.45.

lio. of Domestic Holps - full time s
No. of applications rcecived up to 31.12.46 . 156
No. of applications decolt with in 1946 134

Ne. of appligations cancclled for vorious raasons 22

4, Matecrnity and Child Wolfarc Coptros:

Total attenlances were as follows:=-.

Infunt wWclfare Contres 15,269
inte-natal and post-naotal clinies 9352
Kodical consultaotions 4,642

5. Contraccptive Clinie for Marricd Women (including County cascs).
3 Trootment for medicol conditions only.

HNew efascs A4
0ld enscs 77 v
Totol 121

6y Digtribution of Milk, Hutritive Foods, cte.

4dditionnl milk and vitamins must be ziven a considerable
omount of craedit for the ioprovement in the prescnt day infant
hcalth and alse in the condition of the cXpectant ond nursing
mothers. Therc was o definitc inercasc in the tukc up both 1n
milk and wvitamins.

Distribution of Milk, vitominay ato.

Orangc Julec "take up" -« 46 per ccnt (this includes issucs
to cxpeetant tothors)

Cod Liver gil  do. - 37 per cants

Vitamin A and D capsulcs - 59 per cant

Waticnol Dricd Milk -600 tins averogce lssue por wecka

7. Dontgl Trceatment.

Expectant and nursing mothers at
thé Royal Bost SusseX Hospitnl - Nil

Children under 5 at School Clinies- 24

8. Orthopocdic ond Light Treatment - {sce spocial note)

-

8. Trcatsiont of Tﬂialﬂrs.. B i o ] il e

4ll facilitics at School Clinies for cxamination and
trcatment arc available (sce School Report).

10. A4nti-Diphthcria Inoculation - (secc ncte on infectious discoscs)

ll, Coild Guidancc Clinic.

Tacilitics, for cxamination, investigation and trecatment of
children under-thc cge of five, not attcnding school, arc arailable
and particularly valuablc on occonsion for cnurctics or bel=wettors. -

12. Specch Therapy Clinic.

Tois was cstablishaed in the gutumn of 1945, primarily for
children attending schook, but it is aolso available for toddlers
undcr school agce
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13, Gencrul Notes on Motcrnity and Child Welfarc Work in 1946.

Tha whole of the peaec time sorviecs woere madc available to
the community throughout 1946, including six distriet Infant Welfare
Centres, and three Anta-natal and Post-natol Clinies, ineluding
that of the Distriet Nursing Association. The amount of
institutional midwifory incrcascd considarably during the year,
corrasponding of courssc with thoe increasc of births. Tha actunl
number of confincments at the Municipal Hospital wos 696, comparcd
with 481 in 1945, 495 belonging to Hastings, as comparcd with 307
in 1945 gnd tho remaoinder, 203 to outsidc districts, as comparcd
with 304 in 1945,

Similarly at thc Fern Bank Matcrnity Home, the numbor of
confincments incrcascd from 198 to 270, of whom o considcrable
prupnrtion comc from the County district.

During 1946, thc Municipol Mutcrnity unit hod the advantage of
tha scrviccs of Mr. Ian Robertson as a consultunt obstetricion and
gynaccologist, availabla for gecncral advies and obstetrical
gnorganeics in the maternity unit, also for adviec in ante and
post-notal elinies, particularly for abnormal and cuergoncy cascs.
During the ycar thc ante-natal elinic was moved to tha old Casual
Doportment necar the contrancc and has been remodelled in order to
improve the comfort and afficicgney of this importont unit.
BEventually it is hoped to have a dental departhacent attachad so that
mothors can have inspeetion and trecatment on the days of the
elinies or at spceial times. :

Thg District Nursing and Maternity UAssociction also has its
oWn ante=natal clinic for paticnts cntaring Fern Bank Matcrnity Homc.

A meeting of all conecrncd, thoe consultants, antc-natol
Bhysicians, Mcdienl COfficcr of Hcolth, Mcdical offiears, Municipal
Hospitol and Nursing Staff, considercd the bast methods of
obtaininge oll round co-eperation betwoan aonte-natol and post-natal
elinics and the matcrnity homes, i.c¢. the Municipal Hospital and
Fern Bank. AS 2 result arrangcacnts worce moade whercby all ante-
natal clinies bocamé inter-chaongcaoblc, passing documents, cards
and information from one to thce othar and to the maternity homes
and moking special arrangcments for the follow up and post-natal
gare of mothors, Thasc arrcngencnts will be fully in aceordanca
with thosc anticipoted undcr the Notionol Houlth Scrviec Aet, which,
howavar, will alsp includc the froc scrviec of consultants from tho
Heglonal Board to the local ante-naotal clinics.

In prévious yecars I have stresscd the desirogbility of a
further edvancc in the loeal scerviec, particularly the sctting up
of centrol consulting clinies for infant welfarc, anto-natal and
post=natal purposcs. Tharc is no reason why this further advanco
should not bo cxplared in conncetion with the arrangenents . now
being considercd unlder the Mational Health Scrviece schome,

Qthdr scrviecs oparated fully, ineluding dcntal troatment
for echiliren undecr school aga, grtuggacdic and light trecaotmont for
infants and todllcrs, hospitals and consultants for cascs of
difficult labour, puurphral pjraxia and conaplicated ante-natal
cascs werc avalilable,

Homa visiting, infunt prntectinn visiting and visits in
conngection with infcetiocus coascs and scabics, overerowding,
insanitary housing conditions, cte., werc wcll maintaincd by the
Hcalth Visiters, hlthnuah shart staffcd and working under trying
conditions, In oddition thc homc and domestic halp scrvicoes wore
fully opcratad.



-A8 regards premature infants, equlpment in accordance with
tha Ministry's eircular including drought nroof cots has been
obtained and meda avalilable throucgh the District Nurseing and
Moternity Association for work in the district., The Municipal
Hospital olso hos o small word where premature infants ean be
nursed in accordance with the gensral principles of the circular
end similarly o ward can be made availablae in the Fern Bank
Maternity Home,

9, MENTAL DEFICIENCY.

The total number of mental defectives on the register of hle
local cuthority at the end of 1946 was 151, oOf these 70 are in
institutions, 6 of whom are on licance, 58 are under guardianship,
19 arc under statutory supervision and 4 arc under friendly
auparvision,

During 1946 the Occumation Centre was re-opaned at premises
previously konown as the open alr school, Athelstoan Road, under a
guglified organiser. The Centre is now open all day for the
younger pupils living at home, mid-day dinncrs being provided at
the Centre through the scnool meols scrvice, The Municipal Hospltal
pupils still eontinuc to bencfit from the Contre on three after=
noons vweckly. Home teaching wes nlsgo availoble for a few younger
dcfectives unfit owing to their mental condition, or inability for
physical reasons to travel to the Qccupation Centre itself.

The Mentol Health Worker, in gddition to the home visiting
of cases undcr guardionship, statutory or friemndly supervision,
degolt with the after-care of ecrtain special school pupils, and
mode a preliminary investigotion of school children brought forward
for the first time for cducation as educatiocnally rctarded at the
Special School, or for roefercncs to the Mental Defiolcnoy Committceae.

In addition she attenis the weekly clinic for nervous
disorders ot the Royal East Sussex Hospital, which deals with
Fastings and thce surrcunding district and is finoneially supported
by the Mental Deficisncy Committce. Total attendances have again
incroased being 461 old coses ond 142 new coscs, of which the great
majority come from the Hastings district.

Mcntal Health Visitor - Summary of Work.

Home visits - casca under guordianship 392

L " supervision 174

i L Education Commi ttee 124
Miscelloneous visits aam e 24
Specioal visits e ais sas 65

1,080

I:ttGI“F’iG‘i‘I‘E ] "R ¥ wow 42&
Escort A R . 13 occasions.
Clinie Tor Nervous Disorders ie .. 44 wessions.
Decunotion Centre ... . e 70 wisita.

9 cascs were cartified under the Mental Deficiency Acts and
wiere plaoead under guardianship or sent o institutions.



=21l=

39 children reportcd as heing cducotionally subnormal, Were
tested and declt wito as follows:-

Reccommendcd and transfcerrod to speceial achool
Referred to Caild Guidanec Clinie dkalin
Ezcluded from school and rafoerrced to

Mcental Deficigaey Cosmittec
Daferrcd for thrce months
Na actlon

%|HmH o

Attontion has becn given during the year to the cffoet of the
Kationol Héalth sSciviee Act 1946 on what is now known as the Montaol
Hoolth Serviecs, i.c. mental deficicney and mental trootment of the
mentally unsound. Unicr the new Aet thesc scrvices will bc pusscd
over to the Hecalth Conmittce os onc unitcd service, the Mental
Hoalth Scrviec, under o speeial sub-Committcc. This docs not involve
any srcat change in Hestings as both mentul dcficicney and mcntal
troatment scrviccs have, in fact, becn dealt with for many ycars
by the sams Cormittéc.

Under the new fct the responsibility for institutional
treatment pusscs cntircly to tho Ac~ional Board and in all
Drabability the Cliniec for Nervous Disarders will alse be part of
the regional orgonisation. Thce loeal authority will be respoasible
for ascertainmcnt, guardianship and sccuring of appropriate home
supervision or institutioncl cars as belore and will YWe closcly
linked up with the Reszional Doard by tnc frec usc of its medical
and other spceialists. The local authority will be responsible
for the appointment of duly authoriscd oflicars to deal with the
ascartainment, certification ard removal to hospital of mentaily
unsound persoas.

10. ORTHCOPAEDIC SCHEME.

All the usugl faeilitics werc availcblc throughout thoe year
for childrcn under and of school ogc, ond for cascs of tubcrculosis
of all ages, ipcluding:-

(2) Diagnostic clinic and
sSuparvision

Royval Eost 3usscx Hospital.

(b) Trootment, cxereiscs,
appliances, X-roy ond
1ight trcotment = Royal Eant Sussex Hospital.

(¢) In-puticnt trcatment,
opcrations for short
pariod stay = Rayol Bust Susscx Hosvital.

{a) Prolonzed institutrional
troatment und cducation - Heritage Ciaft Schools, Chailey.
Hoyal =sco Eathing Hospital, Margatc.
E-spitnl for Siek Children, 3
(County Branch), Stonmorc.
Lord Mayor Trcloar's Hospltal,
f:l.]- ton.

attepagnecs were fully maintaincd ond therc wos on inerceosc
of pnow cascs at thc Osthopacdie Clinie during 1946.
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The officcrs of tha Public Hcaolth Doportmant de o great deal
of quict propogonda in thoir vorious and numcrous contacts with a
definito eross scotion ol the public.

In the autumn a succcssful Hcalth Stond, in which all mombers
of the Publie Houlth Dopartment co-operatcd cnthusiastically, was
given good promincncs at a "Safcty rirst"® Weck. Mecmbers of the
public showed grcat intcrcst in the various gxhibits which covercd
cvory aspect of public ncalth =ork and attended in considcrable
pumbers at films dealling with "Diphthcria Immunisation", "Mass
fodiography" and "Lceasc on Lifc",.

3. Registration of Nursing Heomcs.

Sgvergl now nursing homes were oponed, and others,closcd,
during thc war, werc rc-opencd. Inspcctions and supcrvision by
the Medical pfficcer of Health and Deputy were fully maintained.
Mo acticn was noccssory throughout the year under the Act.

Total nursing homecs registecred - 19
Beds available - matcrnity - 219
others - 180

4, Watcr Supply.

The main sourccs of supply arc decp wclls, particularly at
Brade gnd Filshom gnd the reaervoirs gt Grecat Sanders and at
Darwall, the lattor still under esnstruction.

I om indcbtcd to the Borpugh watcr Enzinear for oartain
information incorporatcd below in conncetion with the querics of
the Ministry of Hcolth.,

{a) All thc water in domestie usc from the various dcep wolls
and thc Groat Sandcrs Roscrvoir was adeqguatcly trcatcd and
chlorinated and vwas most satisfoctory in its gquality; in
oddition therc appearcd to bc no shortage ot any period of
tho yooar.

(b) The supply is piped, but there arc also a ecartain numboer of
wells in the outlring rural distriet, particularly in houscs
ineorporated as a result of the Haut1ngs Corporation Act, 1936.
Bactoriological cxominations of watcr arc madc monthly at
various points in the public woatcer supply systam through the
%ater Undertoking ond when necassary by the Fublie Health
Dopartment. - Yo chomical aonolyscs werc carried out during the
past ycar. The bocterielogienl results were goncrally
satisfactory and for information two gxominations carricd
out in Dcecmbor 1946 arc gquoted:-

Boctoriological Analyscs - loth Dcecmber 1946.
; 7 Speciman of Woter from Nowgatc HReserveir, Tap on Baldslow Main.

Humbcr of "bactcria™ growing on ﬁgur per ac or ml. in:=-

1 day at 370C = D. :

2 days at 5?56 0.

'U J.ﬂ,}r-u ut Eﬂl G"" ﬂi
Piuﬂumrtivu Coliform Rcaction - Pfhbbnt 0. Abscnt 100 c.C.'
Bacts Coli. = BEréescnt 0s Abscnt 100 CaC.
Cl, Wiclechii Roaoction = Pruaﬁut 0, Abscnt 100 Cc.C.

"This somple is clcar ond bright in appcarancc and of the
highcst standord of bocterial purity.

Those results arc consistent with o purc ond wholasoma
water suitable for publie supply purposcs.®
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2, Spacimcn of Water Trem Top on Fairlight Main, Halton Rescrvolrs

ilumber of “bactcria™ zgrowing on Agar per cc. or ml. in:-
1 day ot 379C = 6.
2 days at 37°%C = 7.
3 doys at 209 = 9,
Presumptive Coliferm Reoetion - Present 0. Absent 100 cag.
Bact, Coli. - Proscnt 0. Abscnt 100 Cets
Cl. Wolchii Beaction = Present 100 G.¢s Abscnt 10 CuCse

"This samplc is clcaor and bright in appcarancc and of
satisfoctory bacterial purity consistent with a wholgsome
vater sultablc for publie supply purposcs.”

(e) The uatcrs arec not ligble to plumbo=solvent action, being
- of mcdium hordncss, At times therc is a2 tendsney for the
supply of the uwells in the rural distriet, particularly in
the Jucstling and Zairlight arcas, to diminish greatly,
c¢speeiglly during o dry summer. The remedy is the
provision of a piped supply, which should bc availabla
when the Dorwell Acscrvolr comas into full usc,

(d) ilo spcoeial oetion was tokcn as rogards contomination.. '
Tie loeal autherity is the owner of ccrtain lands on the
githcring crounas and in a position to tokc the noccssary
stcpse Should a particular somplc prove to be unsatisfactory
onn boetcriclogical cxomination, the causc is at onea
investigatcd and the condition reetificd without delay '
andl further somplcs tokan,

{a) The number »f dwelling houscs supplied 1s 19,845, made op
of houscs,. bungalous, flats and part housce., This figurao
ineludes 763 nouscs and shops and 38 ggricultural housces '
In oddition approximately 120 houscs, outside the Borough
of Hastings, have piped supplicgs. Houscs arc not supplicd
from stand-pipes cxeopt in cose of breakdowns or ZnpZon
pipcs. The prcescnt catimated stonding population of
Hastings is 64,318,

5« bLoths Estublishmonts (Swisming and Mcdical)

During 1946 both swimming »oths ot the ihitc Rock Baths were
opene The wotcr is trooted with modern filtration and chlsrination
mcthods, and bacteriological analyscs werc goncrolly satisfactorys

The Open Alr Swimming Pool at Wwegst Morina was also opcn for
two months towards the cnd of *he summer -of 1946, the first occasion
sinoG the beginning of the var.

Thae mcedical scction of the Whitc Roek Baths, with sca wecd,
salt water bring, conccntrated brinc with mossoge, continucd with
succoss -throughout the'year. The Turkish and spray scction waos
ulso opencd corly in 1946. It was found, however, that overhood
and gencral running cxpenscs of this scetilon were extremely heavy
and towards.the oni of thce year it wos deeided with regret that

ral

continuancee for the time being was not an oconomic proposition.

Considerotion was also given to the initiation of an eleeiros
therapoutic scetion. 4 cortain gmount of cquipment was obtalned and
arfangomcnts werc made for tlic Borough Engincery to Toplan cgrtaln
rooms for the purposc. The commcnecment of this scheme hos baen
temporarily postroncd pending:the setting up of the arrangcments
for special trcatment under the National Heolth Scrviecc Act Rogionol
Boards and also in vicw of the ro-orgsonisation of the Baths.



6e Droinggsc cnd Scwerage.

During the yoar considerction was given o the resurption of
the comprehcnsive now scworage echoms wWhiza was cuspenécd dnriag
tha war. . Considcrablc inspection and rerair work wirs cursiad ocud

05 and when ncesssary.

7. Scavenging.

Collection and disposal by m@ens of controlisd tipping at
Pcbsham Form arc corricd out wader the dirceiion of the Dorcugh
Engincer. Thc Ecalth Denartment co-ordinates in thsz replocencnt
of defcctive dust-bines gnd in the investizution of any nulsnuca
or complaints rcccived,

Se §%§1tarx Inspection of the Metriet.
gl Sonitory Inspector's summery of Statistics 1946.

Tha details of thc table arc omitted.

The Chicf 3anitaory Inspector rchorts:-

mAs in provious yocars, housing rupuir have bgen diffievlt to
axccute owing to shortogc of labour (v 11en grodunlly improved),
materiols and, up to fLugust, sbortuga of inapoetorial staff, In
apitc of these difficultias, hovwcwvor, the =morc scrisus nuisanccs
and sanltary defocts brought to notice haws been dealt with., A
largs amount of ordinary maintcnancs work on Dropocrtics has fallcn
in arrcars, and in addition, much repair work (probobly duc %o
cgnomy ocction and unsuspeetecd until rce-occupoation) has been Tfoun?
ncecssary. The lock of repoir to houscs, from whatcver couss, hos
bacn a serious mutier to all conecrnad, tut the cxisting shortage
of bhousing uccommpdation is probably a morc urgent and szripus
Problem, ond it is to bo hepod that uﬂd*cinﬁu‘ accnf“aa&ticn cither
in the shope of nuew houscs or flats, Will.be avoiloole in ihc- near
future, to rcliecve the prescnt undesirabla conditicas.

In this matter the Hcolth Departmant maintains close Tioison
with the Town Clork's \Housing) Dopartment, rocports os to. Drcscnt
accommodation of applicants for Council houscs being supplicd cn
requost, or whcen. undecsirable living ccocanditionz avc found by the
spnitary stoff, cte. During the year 184 such reportes were made:
of thase Bl rclutud to over=crowding, 16 %o unsuisable.accommcdation,
and the living conditicns of 14 tuocrauious rarmilics were speeially
reported on by the Medical Officer of Health, ndditional points
being given to such familics as regards prioritr. In thc romoining
73 cascs, it wos fcolt that no rccommcuadation could properly bc mads
at thc prcscnt tinc. .

. Tha Housing Monaggcr has kindly informed ma that the followling
action has boocn taokan on the reperts furaished:-

35 familigs, vhere over-cruoding or undesirablc econditions
prcvailed, howve bean rehousad.

6 fomilics, speclally rcecoumended cn aceount of tuborceulosis,
haowc alsc bacn rchoused.






Dairy Enrﬂs§ Doirics and Milkshops. 635 visits wicre madc to thesc
prefaiscs, notiecs ol contravcntions scrvced, all being cozplicd
with at the c¢nd of the ycar. It has net been possibla, however,
owing to the Jifficulty of obtaining building oaterial, ate., to
rosuie the prograsnic of ro-conditioning and 1mprcv1ng dairy farn
proeniscs. Notices given during the ycur tharefore, TFLJtu
prineipally to usual clcansing andﬂﬂﬂL.ﬂainthunna repoirs

(b) Mcat Inspcctions.

The slaughtcering continucd at one central slaughtcrhousc
under Governncnt control as in provious ycars. The acat inspectisn
sgrvica perfaracd by the Hcalth Departacnt staff covercd an area
gatiprising the County Borough of Hastings, thc Boroughs of Bexhill
an=: Rye, and the Rural District of Battlc, and this has caused a
consilerable icercasc of work (as shown by the following tablc):-

' ‘Carcascs Lnspectod. [
T — ————— e e e e : 3|
Ycar Cottle i Coys Gulvas Shecop Pigs.
(including Cows)
1939 o34 228 Bag 3,763 o,024
1840 | 1,982 1,296 1,450 | lo,222 3,234
19241 1,659 784 1,266 7,333 3,007
1642 1,565 704 1,764 9,827 1,13
1943 1,732 671 2,620 10,464 700
1944 1,970 775 2,716 7,936 461
1945 2,389 869 3,487 4,995 1,114
1846 | 2,703 1,023 2,991 7,412 385

The nuober of aninals killed on these promiscs has been
generally steadily incrcasing during reccnt ycars and, on very many
occasione, consideroblc congestion and over=crowlding has rasultcd
with eorrcsponding inconwvcnignec, not only to the men cngaged in
sloaughtering ond drcssing, but to the Inspoectorial stoff. When such
takcs placc, cfficicnt ncat inspeetion is carricd out with difficulty.
It la ' guite falr to say thot the premiscs are unsuitable for the
volung of uork now carricd out. Thoy arc unfortunately situated
in tho cantrc of a residontial distriet and abut osn onc of the zain
arteriags to the sca front. As o wor-tisme cxpedient, thesc latter
ésnditions could porhaps be toleratcd; now, however, they connot
fail to mokec an unfavourablc lapression on visitors, apart froo the
interests of rcsidcnts or would-be rcesidents. It is, therefore, to
ba hoped that the poliey of the Ministry of Food with regord to a
systoz of controliscd slaughterlng will be mode known soon, so that
poseibly the usc of thesc partieular prealscs can be discontinued.

411 oniaols killed werc cxamined at or soon after slaughtering
under thc Puhlic .Hcalth (Mcat) Regulations by ¢ Sanitary Inspeetor,
apprepriatc action being token os rcegards carcoscs condcmned in part
ar_}gnggplgl+;hc figurcs bﬂing_us fgliows;-

Affcctcd with
Carcoges fguburcuiasis Dchr Discoscs.

Pcreantoge of cattlc, whola | e

aof port corconscs . ED.1B 28.41
Poreortage of cows, whole !

5T part carcuscs { , 38.31 35 .09
Foercantogc of calvcs, :hulal

or port carcascs v13 » 26
Perecntuge of nigs, whole

oI part earcascs | 1,03 I -

T EmEs e



{c) Icc Crcaz.

Th: uork of inspceting preclscs wheresn iee ercos wos
canufacturcd, storcd, cté., was cnergeticnlly resuded, when 1t was
fzund thot —any of tho prumises, owing >ften to abnarsal causcs
arising f¥o the aar, 11 short of thc ncecssary standard. Tho
owngrs, sccuplcrs ani oithers cohnearncd vera strongly prassed to
sffoet izproveicnts, udu althouzh Hrfficultiss werce cxporicnead
bzth 28 rezards lobour, but uorc particularly building natorial,
the trade appeurcd aliwve to the neeasslty far the improvecents
askel for, anl used thcir bost an.cavours to coarey than out. In
canjunetisn with this orozranie, 31 sasples were taken from loeal
sapufacturarers. dcsults, bascd on the preswiptive coll and plate

count tcsts werc lisappeointing, but oo d-ubt substantial progross
gan be laoakel Lor both as relords bulldings ond co thods sf
production in the pegr futurc.

Carcful conslderotlion was given tz the terss and ufructs and
the practical possibility of earrying thea out, 2f the Toa Croan
(Hoat Treatuent, cte.) Rozulations 1947, which ocaxs knto operation
on tig lst iay 1947.

(2) shops aActs, Inspection of Fﬁﬁustuffsl Réatuurﬂnts, cte.
Poarmgey and Poisons .¢ Sde

Herehanalse jiarks Lct 57 - B

The tables decaling with sundry foosdstuffs gnd fish condeancd,
als> giving dctoils of 2ll the work carried out under the above
Acts, have been onitted,

The nulbcr of shops, particularly thosc businosses caplayed
in eatering, rcs tdurﬂﬂ?ﬁ, cafcs, cote., consilcrably incrcascd.
All shops ms fur os is known closci before statutery closing timc
ans o cmeay lﬂlﬂtu oG IGOoE 1?&,.!.;..

The numbcr of shops inspected was 62, revisited 35, total
visits 97. 3B eontraventions werc notcd and noticces scervéde
suventede noticcs werc osutstanding ot the cnd af the yoear.

Under the Pharaaey ond Polisons Acts, 21 inspectlions were madc.

Merehandisc Marks 4et 1887 - 1936.

llns of Contravcontions Inforanl Noticaos
Inspections found. Sorved |Coauplicd | Outstanding.
with.
35 ] 5 5 Nil

{¢) Focd and Druzes act 1938.

During the year 126 sauples woere taken and suboltted to
the Borough analyst ot the Laboratory, Lewas, with the following
rogsults:=

MLlk - 72 sonplcs taken - all genuine.
hll asther = f"“lvt geznuine with the cxecptién of tha three
ples nentioned 1?cr—lL4f on which the Borouzh Analyst reported
;5 ;ﬁ*luJa:-
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(¢) Food and Drugs jet 1938 (continucd).

I [ '
| sanple ! 3omple Rosult of fAetion Taukaon
Noe ' Lnalysis
1740 | oxtail Soup | Coaposition Explenation .of
{(infarmal) Povudcre. satisfactory but | nanufacturcrs acccipte .
contained nitcas. No further getion
possiblc, saople taken !
baing last of stock.
1748 Puiding doe Acportcd to Publie
(inforaal)| Mixturc Hcalth Committce and
cxplanation acecaptcd.
Retoller warned.
Stocks withirawn and
destroyed.
1750 Pudding do. Follow on sample to
(inforool)| Mixturc Mo.1748,
10. Foctorics Inspcction.
Inspeetiosn of foctorics, cte. 101 visits
WELttan noticos 2l
Dafects fournd 24
Defeets recicdicd el
Dofects reforrcd to H.M. Inspeotor 1

1Ys BERodant Destruction.

£t the boginning of the year onc workman (lsancd from the
Borsugh and water Engincer's Deportzent) woe cangaged in this work.
It Soon becconc apparcnt, swing to the requircncnts of the Minlstry
af oot ga to scwer trcatacnts and a esaprchcensive survey of the
arcu, as wcll as to the inercasing nuabor of complaints, that this
staf” would be insufficicnt, The Couneil, thercforc, appeintad a
Radent Officar, with an odditionol Hodent Operative in May., Tork
carried aut is bricfly indicatad as £allowis:=

() Corporation Scwers - Thess received a maintononecs
tregatocnt on the lincs reesnmandsd by the Ministry,
ae in previsus ycors.

(b) Gﬂ%glﬂints = The nunbor of complaints roccived numbcrod
o8 coaparcd with 610 the previous yeor; 599 eomplaints
Werc in rcspoct of rats (89 zajor infestations) and B84 in
respoct of niec.

(e) Erivatc Dwcllings - Spoeial Scheac 1946/47. The survey of
tho district undcr this schouc was eonmcnecd in bay, two
arcas of the total of 14 being eompletsd by the cnd of
the year; 52 proaises woere found infestcd and eloarcd,
1517 rats being destroyeds work was still progrossing
at the end of the year. "

(d) The aetivitics »f thc argonisotion werce extended to
snbracs Zonthly visits to hotels ond restourants on o
paying basis. Regulor visits to hospitals, sehool
@antcens, British Rostaurants, werc also carried out.
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12. LOCAL AUTHORITY HOSFITAL FOLICY.

Hatisnal Hoalth Scrviec Act, 1946,

In wiow of the important chaonges whleh were obwious in the
hosplital poliey of the country affccting both woluntary, municipal
apd speeial hospitals of all kinds, sucit as fever and tubcreulosis,
the Mayor deccided during tha ycar to eosnvene a small committac of
all intecrosts concerncd, in ordcer to think abiead and if possiblec
9@ in g position to advisc thc Aegionol Board in deoling with
fospitol policy prior to the inception of the Let.

This Committoc, under the Choirmanship of the Town Clerk,

gonsiste of ropreeentatives from the iiwo: voluntary hospitals,
the Bexhill and Ryc hospitals, the Municipal Hospital, thc East
sussex County Csunoeil, and the Mcdieal Offieccr of Heulth. In the
Government Hospital Survey, it was elcarly indicated and sct out
thaot Hostings would be the eantrec of a hospital distriet which
would ine’udc Bexhill, Ayc and the Battlc Hural Idstriet, altogcther
uith a peace time populatiasn »f some 120,000 poople. The Committce
acteopted this propoasal and has chdeavourcd ts develosp o schaemg
for one district hospital, linkcd up with Bexhill and Ryc Hosplitaols,
which would avsid reduplication »f staffs, dcpartments and
egquipment. Further dctails I do not proposc tos give at presant,
in vigw of thc fact that o report has not yct becn prescnicd to
_ the Regionol Board or mode publie. It is hoped, however, thot

thie report, the result of many months o>f thought, discussion and
combined cxporicncoc and knowlaedga of the medical, nursing and laoy
administratisns of Hostings and district, will prave of value to
the now pdainistration.

dAs rezords the future, the Municipal Hospltal and the Borough
sSanatorium for Infeetious Discascs will nass over 12 the gencral
administration »f the Rcgional Board, aolthough no dsubt mcembors of
the loenl autharity and »>fficers eonecrncd with the praescnt
gdministrati-n will ba inwvited t5 co-oardinate and takc o dcep
intorcet. The 1acal authority will be left with the ncocssity of
ETOVIAing acesmx~datisn for ambulant aged and near infirm agoed now
ip the Municipal Hospital and athers »>f a similar type who are in
sin=lc roous or otkerwisc and cannot be praperly loosked after,
scncrally living in incfficient aceommaiation throughout the town.
The Mini=stry -f Hoalth and public opinion goperally, favour 4
palicy whiech woulid entail the raemawal »f thesg 2ld people from
the Housc eide of the Municipal Hospital., TFrom a proctical point
of view this would appcar almsst neccessary in view -f the foct
that the Housc and Hospital eide are really one, as regards
agdminlistration, kitchons, loundry, bokery and s> asn. The toniency
oW 1 %> placc thesc 214 pesple in modoratc sized convenicnt
figusgés with grounds >f thelr swn, 1f possiblc ncar shops, churchas
and centres of populatisn. ZEndeavours arc now being made to find
sul table houscs for this purpsse. 1t should be noted thoat Hostings
has dsne, through tne Cantral 4id Council, the Christ Chumch
Housing fLssociotisn, and now through the W.V.5., ¢xccllcent pioncer
work in moking suitabls provision far aged paosple and it is
gstimated that within the next fow months, as moany as 200 will be
dealt with by thése or »ther voluntary ossaciatisns. Much, however,
in this dircction will remain for the local guthority to 4> and
indgcd this will be an inercasingly important broamch of lacal work
in vicw of the high propartisn of cllerly, nged or infirm people
whs ecannot be lsokad after by their rolatives.






