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Health Department,
44, Wellington Square,
Hastingzs.

- 4 September 1941,

TO HIS WORSHIP THi MAYCR, AND TO THE ALDER EN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE COUNTY BCROUGH OF:HASTINGS.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I bave the hopour to submit the annual report of the
Eealth Department for 1Y40, acain mueh curtailed in accordance
with the instructions of tﬂe Kinistry of Health and alizshtly
belated, pending the issue of the Rezistrar-gceneral's tables.
Much of* the usual statistical material, although prepared to ensure
continuity of records, has been omitted from the report,.

The past year was enmpliaated by a variety of-circumstances
which rendered a comprehensive and continouous review of the heslth
services a sonmewhat difficult matter, During the first four or
five months, Hastings was a reception area wWith thousands of

- @dditional residents, particularly school children.

In mid-sumzmer, voluntary svacuatiom of owver 50 per cent of the local
school children and certain special classes, €.g8. cxpectant mothers,
took place; followed in a few weeks by a more gencrel rvoluntary
cevacuation which included glderly people, vwomen and children and
saome additional school children. For a short period the
population of the town was muoh deplctcd, but towerds thec end of

the yeer there was a definite drift back both of thc school children
and thc genéral population. .

JFor statistical purposes the Reglstrar-general has estimated
the population at 55,040 and it is assumed that deaths and blrths,
belbnging properly to Hastings, are so registered in the casc of
the evacuated population.

3 It is obwious that the wiolent fluctuations of the populatic.
muet constitute 2 factor of some difficulty in the vitel statistics
for the year and should be talen into account in connection with any
unusual ficures,

The corrected death ,rate 14.21 per 1000 shows & rise from
11,3 per 1000 in 183¢, The birth rate was 11l.4 per 1000 a8 in
1539, The infantile moxtality rate, 39.8 per 1000 blrths, though
higher 'then the recori low rate of last ycar, namsly 27, remains
substantially lower than thc rate for the large towns, 61.
The maternsl mortality ratc, 3 deanths or 4.6 pecr lo0¢ births, as
in 1959 is higher then the now falling rate for the whole country,
but gver a period of years still comparcs feavourably. .
The tuberculosis death ratc,’ .88 per 1000, shows & slight rise
over .that of 19389, The Eﬂﬂrp risec in tuberculosis mortelity av
the end of the last war demands a olose wateh on this disease and
the institation aof practical preventive measures wWith cll possible
ENETZY e _

There was no scrious outbreak of any cpidemio disezse in
1940, in spite of the difficult local circumztances as outlincd.
Our shere in the nation wide cpidecmie of ccrocbro-spinal fowver
(spotted fever) was not high, 17 notificd cesce, All these cesc
end others admitted from surrounding districts mede a good recovery
at the Isolation Hospital, thanks to wodecrn chemo-therepy and
general care and nursing, Ten years ago there might heve boen &
mortality of 50-80 per cent.
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CEAIRMEN OF CONMITIEES RESPONSIBLE FOR HEALTH SERVICES.

Public Health Committee - Councillor A. Honnor.
Sub Ssnatorium gte. Committes - Cgquocillor 4. Honnor,
Education Committees - Alderman F.\ls HOTzZal.

. Children's Care sSub=-Commnittee = Councillsr P« Banks,
Mental Deficiency Committee - Councillor G.3. Cavey.

Maternity and Child ‘ielfare Committee - Councillor 1irs. A« JFarnfisld.,

Housing and Improvement®s Committee - Councillor 5.%. Thorpe.
Public Asslistance and auh-cﬂmmittﬁe -~ Alderman H. Burden, J.P.
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PUBLLC HEALTH OFFICEHS .OF THE CORPORATION.

See list .as fully set out in report of 1938,

alierations in staff are recorded in 1240,
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Offices held
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{ I.M;é. Maréﬁall, ﬁ;B., Témporafy Assistant Medical
nesicned ( Balhe, DP.H. .. Qe Q0fficer.
1840. |
{ Reda .Willians Assistant 3anitary Inspsctor,.
i E.li. Kirby Do
Ne tired { Miss Ssie Myers Health visitor and 3chool Nursec.
on sSuper- i :
Cannuation( MIS. A.E. ﬁhalby School Nurse.
| Wew (1)uMiss D, Dawe Hdealth Visitor and School Nurse.
appeint= . ¥
~nents (2)liiss E. Footner Clerk, 3chool }Medical Zerviece.
' F. G. Bradley Assistant Sanitary Inspeetor,
{ WeDe Penfold School Dental Oofficer.
Sceonded (
to { llaJe ATHiSy Assistant Sanitary Inspsctor.
Heuaptinn[
Arcas Miss H.i. 'Hobbs Tuberculosis Heelth Visitor.
e (1) Seconded to reception area.

(2) Resigzned 1€40.

The fellowdingz
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4. VITAL STATISTIICS.

(1) Population,

The population, 1931 census, was 65,207. ' For 1940, the
Registrar-general estimates the population for statistical purposes
as 58,040, thi= figure belng used throughout the report.

In fact, during the first four to five months of 194r, the
normel population was considerably increased owing fto the presence
of seversl thousaends of London school children and other visitors,
From July to September there cecurred firast a voluntary eveacuation
to reception arcas of several thousand school children and speecial
groups; later the voluntary evacuetion of considerable numbers of
adults and children under school age, under the government voluntary

evacua tion scheme. Towards the end of the year therc was @ definite
stream of returning evacuces to Hestings, both school chiluren and
others. All these changes in the pnpuiation for 1940 ronders

comparable statisties wvery difficult.
{2) Deaths.

Total deaths registered . 1182 ,. meles 508
femalcs 674

ﬂx".].dE dﬂﬂth I‘ﬂ.tﬂ " E o (] & tn-g‘
Corrected decath rate e - s 14.281
Factor for corrcetion ALk o e 070

The total deaths and the death rate, based on the Registrar-
geperal's figures, are the higheat recorded for meny yecere,
In this connection the note with regerd to the fluctuations of the
populetion should be considered. The difficultiss and trials of
eévacuation may have accelecrated thc fatal issue in some feeble and
aged persons and chronic invalids, of whom-therc wers many in
Hastings and of course there were also factors more directly
concerned with ths war.

(3) Births,
Total net births registersd, 663, as compared with 737 irn 1¥38,
Birth rate 11,4 per 1,000 of population, exXactly as in L93w,.
Deaths in 1940 cxceeded births by 519.

(4) Main ceuscs of deaths,

(2) circulatory diseases,

Totael deaths were 553 (compared with 537 in 1939), 46.7
of the totel deaths,

(b) Cancer.

The total deaths were 159, as compsred with 169 in 1839,

or one in every seven desaths, age distribution being :-
Years Cases
85-35 .e .o 2
39=45 .- .- 5
&5'—*55 & & L 13
55-&5 Ty - 21
65=75 .e . 52
75 and over . 67
Total 159

In recent reports full details have besn glven as to existing
facilitics for treatment at the local hospitals, ineluding the usc of
the small store of Radium meintained at the Royal Esst Sussex Hospital
and the urgent neceessity of an asdcquate X-Ray equipment.
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(3) Enteric, inu;uﬂin; Paratyphoid Fever.

of the 4 cases, all wWere paratyphoid B, thres Eeing
definitely sporadic with no common soures of infection, and the
Tourth case probably dus o contaet infectiosh.

(4) Erysipelas.

Tecnty-six cases were notified, 10 being removed to the
Isolecion Hospital.

{5) Infectious Discasez of the Central Nervous system.
BErebro-Soinal TEver.

Seventeen cases werc notificd from eivilian and scrvice
spurees, and,including rural cases, 27 cascs were admittcd to the
Isolation Hospltal., “Thanks- to modern tréaiment, particularly chemo-
therapy (the drug popularly known as "693" was most generslly uscd)
all these casecs recovered and Were discharszed, to be fit cventuclly
for work or military scrvice. Most of them were entirely sporadie,
but in tWo instances, wWhere thcre were two nssociated cases in one
femily, 1t wes possible to tracc & positive carrier.

* (£) Pncumopia - 15 cases With 3 deaths.
Influénzal Pneumonia - 10 coses with 2 deaths.

The incidence was well below the cverage.

(7) Non-potifisble Diseesscs,

___ The incidence was slight judged by figures available from
sehool records, and admission to the Borough Sanatorium, viz:-

German Measles = ., i 2 31
E\HBDB "e e L] s 1'.':'
ﬂhiﬁkﬁﬂ an W . a - 1.5

(8) Isolation Hospitel.

The bed accommodation remained as foallows =

{Borouzh Sanatorium for Infﬁctiouﬂlniseasss, 70
{ wWith 10 emergzeney beds.
(Smallpox Hospitel, Brede, 20 beds.

Altogether there were B87 admissions during the yesr,
including 31 cases from rural distriets, and 55 meambers of the Forecs.
In addition, during the perfod of ‘voluntary evacuation, as a teoporery
meeasure, 20 chronic invelids were admitted and treated with
considerable ralief to the pressure on the Municipel Hospltal.

The policy of admitting a}l types of infectious diseases,
both notifiable and non-notifiable, was fully maintained, with much
advantagze,

Oowing to the closure of the Cleansinz end Disinfecting
Station, 1t has besn necessary to use-the disinfector at thes Borough
senatorium for general publie disinfection, and & spare ward and
bethroom as a cleansing centre for seabies and verminous conditions,
particularly among €vacuees, and leter, on examination prior %o
evacua tion,

Bil‘thE - W - Teow L] 1':“:'?
Sueceasful Primery Veceilnations 282 ‘
-: "gongcisntious Objections o0&

Percentage of infeants wvocecinsted 28.9
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(e) Mortality.

The total deaths from tuberculosis were 51, inc¢luding 4 from
non-pulmonary tuberculosis, yielding a death rate of .82 per 1,000,
showing & slight rise in the figure for 1939, .68 per 1,000.

{d) Tuberculosis Dispensary etc. at. the Royal East Sussex Hospital,

! The work at the Dispensary has been fully described in
previous reports, On the register there were at the end of 1940,
238 cases, who made 907 attendances for diagnosis, observation,
contact examination and treatment, X-ray exsmination ste.

After the period of voluntary evacuation the dispensary ssssions
were reduced from three to two each Wweek,

The tuberculosis health visitor paid 297 home visits, the
following articles being provided for the use of patients :-

Bottles of Disinfeotant i i 80
Sputum Mugs and Flasks bk s 4

(e) Institutional Treatment.

All arranzements avallable were fully utilised, admissions
during the year being :=

. Darvell Hell Sanatorium .. i 43
Royal Eest Sussex Hospitel .

(for surgical cascs) . . 5

' : Total 48
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o S Embolus,
Thrombosls of wveins of lag.
Patrurition. Child born 3.30 a.m.
on day of aﬁath.

i The rate was above the national rate for 1940, 2.16 per

‘1 000 births, ‘which now shows a tendency to fall, All the special
, services bcaring on this problem were fully operative in spite of
the difficult conditions, c.g« ante natal and post natal clinice,
consultents for cases of difficult labour, hospitel beds cte.
Although this rise mey scem disappointing, = truer perspecctive, in o
town with a2 limited and low birth rate, should cover a period of
years, and this compares satisfecetorily with the national ratc.

(2) Inspsction of Midwives.,

(2) MNo. of midwives on rezister . e v 9
Nﬂ'p of visits e "N " @ e s
HidHi‘FES' notifications " e s 115

Other official notifications .. .. «s 24
‘Births notified by-midwi?ss .e - e 401

Hesults of 1nspectiﬂn and the average standerd nf work were
very satisfactory.

(b) Midwives Act, 1936, Domiciliarylyidwirﬂry.

District Nursing Municipal
Asgociation ETE_ITP Total

S Vidwives,
g 1. Cases condicted i ma 253 an 260
' 2, Post Natal visits .. BR54 528 4376

d. Ante Natal visits .. © - ' 1201 185 1476

For a period of scveral ‘months, the municipel midwife and
tWo of the District Nursing Association midwives were transferryed to
regeption areas to assist; the former in & spcelal homs i o
translerred expectant muthcrs the latter in district midwivest work.
For this and various other reasnna connected with the svacuation
gcheme thers Was some'diminution of the vork all round.

{e) Puerpersl Fover and Pyrexia Rcgulations, 1826,

A1l the existing srrengements continued, c.g. hospital
accommodation, home nursing, consultants, bactecriological and gencrel

investigetions, ete. A summary of the cases wes a2 follows :=
*Delayed "and difficult labour .o . 3
‘Breast Infecctions Rl e Ak 2
I:complete aborticon e "o i p
Influenza cto. o = - 2
ﬂthEr Qﬂ‘nﬂi ﬂﬂﬂs & ® . & ' L
¥o ascerteined caunse : ,. A i ]

Totel E
(3) The work of the Health Viaitors.
i Home Visits

First visits .. e 940
Second or further visita ae oo 62877
Infeatiouns Dissasa s . i a7
Infant Protection e o i 241

Total ?Eaﬁi
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Tptal-attencanca; wqra ‘&s fnllows s

W -

Infant elfare Centres b o 11269
Ante Natal Clinios .. - 10}
Medical Gonsul*atians = g .;' e 4395

{5) Latrrnitj and ¢hild wWelfars work in 1940 in relation to tha War,.

puring the firet six months of 1940, all the normal arran_e-
ments were aveilable, and in fact, to meet the needs of evacuees in
the town, additidnal 'ataff and spsnial clinies Were necessary.
with the ?nluntary evacustion of school children, expectant mothers
and childrcn under five after widsummer, and later of other clements
¢f the gencral population, various members of the staff of health
visitors and school nurscs etec. Were made available in the reception
arcas, esnd the number pf clinies was reduced in accbrdance With the
population® to be' scrvef. 'Four sessions sach wesk st the Halton
and Park View Cclinies werc arranged. for maternity and child welfare
or school medical service purposes, so that a mother could bring,
if neecssary by appointment, at onc time, & baby, & child under Ve
and & school child - a grent convenlence under the specinl ol roni-
SGLENCES, Special arrangements werc mode for medical ante patal
and post notal excminations, cither in the homés of the patients or
the doetor's consulting room; also for steoial contraceptive
trcotment on” medieal "rﬂunds. Tlater it was possible to open two
ante natal clinies. In addition the antc natal clinics at the
Municipel Hospltal and that of the Distriet Nursing Association
continued to opcrate. All other normal servic:cs, e.g. distribution
of milk, dental trcaticnt for ehildren undcr school age, and
cxpcetent and pursing mothers, orthopaedic and light treatment,
hospital beds for difficult labour or complicated cnte’ netal cascs
¢tes remaincd fully availablc, °° Home vizits also wikre fully
meintained by the hcelth visi tors) whose exeellent work under trying
conditions iz hershy Emvn“sisnd !

(6) Contraccptiwe Clinie for jarricd Women.
Trcotment only for mcdicel eanﬂitiuna.

AR B A= AAe— e S

NeW oescs e e 18
0ld cases i e 49
W A3 Total 67

(7) Distribution:of Milk, Nutritive Foods cto.

Frzdh Milk S = A s 11052 pinte

Dribd. Hilk s e e ‘]...ﬂ 1bs,
hutritivﬁ Fnods . .. 1600 ozZ8.

The nutianﬂl milk diﬁtribution cepheme of the Ministry of
Food, under-which milk, fluid or dried, at half pricc, or free, for
those under- the income sculc, is Hvﬂilablﬁ for expectant and nursing
nathars and-ehildren undcr:5, did not come into operation untll the
cnd pf the year. The Netarnity and Child Welfore Department still
rem-ing responsible for the distribution of special brands of dried
milk and spee¢inlised nutritive foods cte.

(8) Dentel Treotment,

N

children ander school age at School Clinies 28 caoses
Bxpiétant and Hursing Mothers at Royal Bast
ggEECI_ﬂGuPiLul : p 13 coses

(¢) orthopacdis and Light Treatment (see speoial note).




(Lo Treatment of Toddlers.

.511 facilities at School Cliniecs for examinsetion and
.treatment are available. 22 children made 5E attendances.

(11) 4nti-Diphtheritic Inoculetiom. (see note on infectious disecases),

9. MENTAL DEFICIZIICY.

The total number of mental defectivs on the books of the
Local Authority incressed from 163 to 175 in 194Q. of these, 60
are in institutions, 4% under guardianship, and 36 under statutory
supsrvisian, The recently appointed mental health worker is
responsible for ascertainment, home supervision, particularly of
home guardianship cases, preparation of casc papers for certification,
gscort duty, co-ordination with the work of the elinic for nervous
disorders, etoc.

A3 8 rEsult of voluntary evacuation, about mid year 19&&, a
eonsiderable nunbar of the statutory supervision and homs suservision
eases teft for reception arcas, Most of these have now returncd
but in . all cases cfforts have becn made to obtain pcocriodical rep art"
as to théir condition and prosrcss in reccotion arcas end to solves
cany difficulties.

The Occupaiion ccntre for lower grade cascs was also closed
at the same time,. The supervisor arrangcd special elasscs for the
Municipal Hospital pupils at the hospital and homec teaching sessions
in their own homes for the other defectives who ﬁrcvlauﬂls attondzd

the Centre,

This arrangemcont still continues, though it is Earnastly
hoped that the Athelstan Road 0uecn Alr School, aequired by the
committce, may be adeptcd and re-opecned as sn all day occupation
centre as soon as conditions permit.

; Cosordination with thc local Educetion puthority was continued,
particularly in relation to supervisiocn of children discharged Irom

the Specilal School, and more reccently to speeial school children whco
Were not svacuated,

Co-operation is also fully meinteined with the weekly Clinie
for Nervous Disordecrs at the Royal Best Sussex Hospital by means of
the Mecntal Health lLorker - new ceses B89, total visits 397.

10« ORTHOPAEDIC SCHEME 1940,

All the usuel faeilitics were aveilable throughout the year
for children under and of school age and for cases of tuberculosis
at all ages, including -

(a) Diagnostiec Clinie and supervision - Royal Bast Sussex Hospltals

(b) Treatment - Exercises =~ pppliances - X-ray - Light Treztmcunt -
Royal EBast Susscex Hospital.

(¢) In-paticnt tredtment - Cpcrations for short period stay -
Royal Eest Susscx Hospital.

(d) Prolonzed institutional treatment with cduecation - Heritaze
 Craft gchools, Chailey.

B N L ]






fi}jlhter Supply.

All water in domestic use is adeguately chlorinated,
A certain amount of wWork is =still in progress in conneotion with the
important new undertaking for an additional large surface reservoir
et Mountfield.

Bactericlogical analysis, léth December 1940.

"This is a very satisfactory samplc. It is ¢clsar and
bright in appearance and of the highest standard of bacterial purity.
These results indicate an efficicntly trcated water, pure and
wholeésome in charactcr and sul table for thc purpose of public supply™.

(5) ggthﬂlistahlishmants (sWimming and Mcdical).

These were closcd as a temporary mcasurc during 1940.

(6) !#ﬂinagé end JcWGrage.

. The important new seweragc schemc has been suspended durdng
the war., - A considerzble amount of inspection end repsir work
continuad to be caorried out undcr the direcetion of the sanitary
inaspectors.

{?f Scavenging.

Gollsc%ion and disposal by means of controlled tipping at
Puhshamn Farm are carried out upnder the direction of the Rorough
Engineer. The Health Department co-ordinctes, particularly in
replacement of dcfective duat-bins and in the investization and

remedying of any nuisances, . 4

(8) Sanitary Inspection of District.
1] anitary _I_S._S'PECL toris oulmary of Statlstiea 1940.

The details of teble are omitted.

A8 A result of voluntary evecuation in the carly autumn 1nd
locel conditions duc to the war, ths number of occupied housss wos for
the time being very considerably reduced, particularly in those “Ptﬂﬂ
situated near the ccntre of the town and the front.

With regérd to housing repeirs, owing to the difficulty in
obtaining buflding dateridls and their expense, shortage of labour,
efecs it Wes not possible to insist to the same extent upon struetursl

alterations and improvcments nitnertu required in many cascs, but
premises unde? notice werc mede at the least wea therproof and left in
other respects reasonzbly comfortable for the occupicrs.

(@) Inspecticn anﬁ Supervision of Food.

(2) Hllk Supply of District,

Rﬁtail Purveyors of Milk on Reglszter 1940 - 1o6
Wholesale Traders or Produccrs 1940 FE . e 14
Producers of "Accredited" Mllk 1940 .. . 4
Purveyors of "Tuberculin Tested", "Accredi tod",

or "Pasteurised" Milk 1940 14
Pesteuriser's Liceneces to =sll milk a8 ﬂPustEurised" 8
Supplementory Iicences 1940 .. 4
Samples for becterlial content and tubercle bacilli 11
Eumgiaﬁ under Milk (speeial Designations) orders, 85

Zi1= i

Tuberoulin Tested Milk .. 17 = all up to standard.

Accoredi ted . S 31 - all up to stabdard.

Pasteuri sad s . 37 - four samples not up
to standard.
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Cs OF Gontravenuions Informal Notices st
Inspecticne found Served | complied with | outstanding
I ' 5
= Hd t 25 : 25 e
i< |

(10} Faotories, Workshops, Work places.

Inspsction of Pactoriss ste. .o .e 12 visits
Written Notices i A . s Nil
mf&otﬂ I"Dl.lnﬁ. O & - § & I:i-l
Defects remedied # s 4 s .= 2
Defects referred to H.M. Inspector e Wil

"{11) camping sites.

These heve all been closed until the end of the war.

[lé} Disinfestation of Houses and other Premises.

'council Houszes Sie . . a8
Other houses i ai . 17

(13) Disinfecting snd Cleansing Station, ete,

In early summer the Corporaticn disinfecting and clcansing
station, which T heve recommended should be condecmned and sventuslly
replauaﬁ by new premises, was closed and thercafier all publie
disinfeetion was carricd out at the Borough 3anetorium or the
Municipal Hospital disinfscting stations; also the clecansing of
verminous persons and persons suffering from seabieas. Whenever
neccssary. particularly during the re-evacuation of the London school
children and prior %o the evacuation of our own, s¢vere casces of
secables, or cases not respondiing well to out-patient trcatment, wcre
adnittt& for short period intensive in-patiecnt trcatment,

This emergency servicc has functionsd well under considerable
difficulty and pressurc.

Articles disinfeotcd =i e = 9,438
Number eleansed for veramin - . 140
Kumber of baths for seabics - . 160
8c6ts of clothing disinfectcd in o 189
Premises disinfected e o = 351

(14) Report on Gommon Lodging Houses, 1940.

The two registered common lodging bouses in the Borough are
kept under the closeé supervizion of the zanitary inspector.

Poth houses were free from notifiable infectious discascs
during the year ané were kept in sccordance with the regulations.

Routine house to house inspection has been suspended for the
time being. on =cecipi of any complaint with regard to the
condition of & house or as a result of routine or snecial district
supsrviaion, alli ucecosury inzpeciiuns are carried cut /354 in 1540)
ond sctlon taken in the usual way. The housing statistic tablcs
for 1940 ere omitted in deteil,






