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To the Chairman end Members of the
Hatfield Rural District Council.

I have the honour to subwlt the snnual report on
the Health and Sanitary conditions of your district for the
vear 1948.

I wish to pay tribute to the memory of Dr. J. E.
Dickson, D.P.H., Medical Officer of Health until his death
in December 1948. He became 111 in September 194%, but
resumed duties in June 1948. He was, however, still wvery
i1l and against his will hsd to cease work once more in
Ausust of that year. He gradusally became worse and died
in December. His death at an early age was a severe blow
end the.Council and the community lost a conscientious and
gole officer, a gentleman whose kindly guidance and sdvice
was ever avallable to those who sought them.

I should 1like to express my thaenks to the O0fficers
of the Council and their rsspectife staffs for the help
they have given me in preparing this report.

.I have the honour to be,

Your obedlsnt Servant,
J« Fo O'HUEILL.

Temporary Medical Officer
of HEalth.

Council Offices,
HATFIELD, Herts.
September 194G,
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LOCAL STATISTICS:

Ares of District ihe R e
Raeteabla Value at 31last Docembar
Inhabitc d houses at 31lst Docombar

The population figuroc mid=ycar
(Roglstrar Gonoral) .. s«.s

VITAL STATISTICS:

Numbor of deoaths from all causes

Number of live births: Logitmato

Lllegitimato.

Numbor of still births: Logitmato

Illogitmato .

Numbor of decaths undor
ono yoar:

Iivo births rate per 1,000 of tho
population cee cee ven

Stil1ll birth rate por 1,000 livo and

still births

tho

Crude doath rato por 1,000 of
populaticon e

Death rate of all infants per 1,000

live blrths E sea e

Doath rate of all logitmatec infants
1,000 legltmatc livo births ...

Logl tmato
Tllogitmato .

por

Doath rate of all 1llogitmato infants
por 1,000 1llogl tmate livo births ..

The death rate of all infants for BEngland and Wales was

0f the 20 infant deaths,

congenital defects, andmot preventable.
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1948
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1947«

£175,245
5,572

22,240

198
396

40. 40
O4add

5440

8 were dus to pramaturity, end 5 to



Se

ite

54

G

INFECTIOQUS DISEASES:

1948 1947 1946 1945

Poliomyolitds «ee¢ oo 4 - G 1 =

Scarle® Fever s o w e *os i bF 12 14 a4

Uiplttl'lﬂria e . manw “n - 1k o 1
Whooping Cough s« eos  ouns 141 20 20 14
MEE.E].BE s w e e e 120 E{:}E. 54 oo

Erysipolas « <se ses  vee 8 5 o 1
Pneumonia « esee o060 a0 35 1) 16 15
Puerperal Pyrexia «es ses 18 29 10 -
Sonnsa DFEEﬂﬂBrF e w P 1 - - 92
Ophthalmia Neonatorium ... - - & 4
Corebo Spinal Menigitis ... - 3 1 =
Infective Hepatltis . ... 30 2 - %
Catarrhal Jaundico B aiwia 4 2 - =
Food Polsoning ow  nmow 1 < - -

DIPHTHERT A IMMUNISATLON:

During the perlod lst Jgnuary = 5th July, 33 children under
five years, were lmmunised and 7 children cover five yoars.
208 ro=inforcing injoctions worc givon during this poriod.

TUBERCULOSIS:
Thoro woro 4 deaths from tuberculosis during thoe yoar.
MALE FEMALE
Pul; W=Pul: Pul: Ne=Pul: TOTAL

On tho rogistor

at 31/12/47 ses 59 17 35 19 130
Rﬂmuvﬁ-lﬂ LI E‘ . 4.: 2 .12
Additions esss ses 15 2 9 5] 29
On tho rogistor

at 31/12/48 ea 68 19 40 20 147
SCABIES:

During the poriod lst Jagnuary = 5th July, tho followlng cascs
wore treatod:

ADULTS
Malo: Fomalo: CHILDREN:: TOTAL
4 3 o 12

- -
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Sanitary circumstances of the arsa,

SEWERS & STWER m;r__ ST ONB: LR S N

New Town Ares g Enginesrs wero
instructed to discuss wlth ‘tho ﬂolﬂg Valley Sewerage Board
Engincers the various aspocts- of tho sewage disposal and
drainage probloms for tho an Town LAYOS8 .

(b) A schoms for laying ¢pﬁroaimatclg 1755 Ite of s0ll sowar
in tho villago of Hill Groon was approved.

(c) Parish of ﬁorth Mymma:= Tho laying of approximatoly
365 1Ite oI s0ll sSOWor 1n Bulls Lano, Wolham. Gpoon, has boon
complec ted, o e

SEWAGE DISFOSAL WORKS:

The sewage disposal w orks at Hatfield, Welham Green, Essendon
and Newgate Street Village, have on the whole func tioned .
satisfac torily throughout the year.

& bad sample was obtained from the Newgate Street works, and
1t was agresd af ter consultation with representatives nf the
Lee Conservancy Board and lMe tropolitan Wator Board, to construct

a small sand filtcr to deal with tho oxcoss of-humus boing

dlacharged,

Trouble with the ftrade effluent from a large Factory has baeon
oxperienced and struct supcrvision has beecn promisod by tha
Company concerned to provent any injurlouys liquid finding 1ts
was into tho sowcrs. : I :

To sorve the now Councll Houses at Worthaw and also to tako
tho drainagc from thc oxisting housos, tho Uouncil ara to
construct 2 small sowage dlsposal plant at an ostimated cost
of £3,800 oxcluding tho cost of thu land.

SURFACE WATYR DRAINAGE:

Hoavy rainstorms in tho early summor causod flﬁﬁdiﬁg in the
Hgtficld old town owing, mainly, to the inability of the
surfaco wator sowors to deal with the suddon rush of wator.

Aftor consultation with the Cuunﬁ# Survcy0r it was agrood
that certain works would be carriod out to imprnvﬂ oxlating
conditions.

Tho whole position 1s to beo reviowod when a major schomo,
covoring tho arca will have to bo considored, to provide for
tho Now Town surfaco water drainago.

e b

=
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WATER SUPPLIES:

(a) Tylers Causeway = Parish of Hatfield :- The situation
with regard to & supply oL water to several properties on
Tylers Causeway having become very serious, the Council
decided that immediate steps be taken to afford an emersgeny
supply of water to the residents concerned.

This was to take the form of a 1" main from the water tower
Epping Grocn belonging to the Hortford R.D.Council and

terminating at a standplipe, placed in a sultable position,

but ariasing out of tho roquest to tho Barnet Water Co.fcr conesant

to the laying of tho abovo supply, thc Water Company ral_cd

tho quostion of tho desirability of consldoring s pormancnt

oxtonsion from Newgate Streoct Villagos. It was decidod that

furthor inquiriocs bo made of tho Woator Coe and tho Ministry

of . Hoalth on tho possibility of laying in a roasonablc timo

a permancnt oxtonsion,

(b) Now cxtonsions:- The following oxtensions to wator
mains woro oporovad :=

North Mymms Parish: o longth of approximatoly 80 vyds.
tosupply a new housing scheme at Littlo Heath.

Hatfleold Pgrish: A longth of approximately 600 yds.
to supply & scheme of six houseos at Wild Hill.

(¢) Industrial:=- A Ministry of Hgalth inguiry was held on the
epplication of & firm of manufacturcors for a liconce to construct
a borohole to afford a supply of water to thoir proposcd

factory at Wolham Groone ‘Thoe Ministry decidod on tho svidonco
prosonted that they would not be justifiod in issulng a lliconce
to abstract wator at tho siftc proposcd -but would consont to a
trial bore, on cortain condi tions.

REFUSE COLLECTION:

() A fortnightly colloction is boing maintained throughout
thoe aroa, Tho parishos of Hatficld and Essondon arc covorod
by tho Coucil's own staff and the othor two parishes by
Contract.

(b) BRofuso Dump - Horts County Council Act 1935:~ Application
to use a dlsusod gravel pit situctod nolr Panshanger as a

dump for dry rubbish was agrocde It was alsc agroed that no
objoc tion bc raised to tho East Barnct U.D.Council depositing
houso rofusec on lend at Holwell Hydo, ownod by Mosars Inns & CoO.

(¢) Now Refuse collecting vohiclos:= Tho Council approved tho
purchaso of ©Wo DOAgo Eu%uﬂﬂ Collocting Veohiclos.




12. CESSPOOL. EMPTYING : = Theroe arc approximatoly 450 cosspools
in the disftrict and tho Councll oporato a clcansing sorvice,
using a 750 gallon machino, Two freoe cmpytings arc given
gach year with a greater number in areas where tho provision
of mein drainage has boon hold up or prosonts spocial ..
difficulty. The number of cesspocls cleansed during the yoar
wes 489. e L

A now machinc was purchased during tho year.

1%, ﬁhTER-— Thoe ruin gupply to tho district 1s prowvided by tho
Barnct District Gas and Wiater Company. Rogular sampling
showod that a vory high standard of bactorlal and chomical
priority was maintoinod.

0 HOUSING:~ Work procecded in cffocting improvemonts to
proportias in respoct of which complaints had boen mado.
Statutory action was not found to bo nocossary,

Dofocts notod as 2 result of tho Rural Housing Survey wore
romodicd at 277 houscs, Jnes

ik RODENT CONTROL:= Control of rats and mice was carriecd out by
the Hertfordshire County Council, acting on complaints mede
direct to thom and also on cﬂnplﬂints (23) roceiwved by this
offico. i

16, DISINFECTIONS:~- 39 disinfoctions wore carriod out follawing
infectious discoso.

17,  DISINFESTATIONS:- Eradicctlion of bod=bugs was carriod out ot
sovon housos, oand othor Ulsinfostations includod floas, fllos,
wasps and ants.

Mosquito control work was corricd out at tho Groat wQﬁﬁ,Hurthaw.
18, FOOD: =

() Milk : 140 samples were taken of milk produced in this
district and of these, 119 passed and 21 failed. Samples of
heat=treated milk uhﬂWEd the. treatment o -be affacﬁiva in 11
cases out of 1l2.

(b) Inapection of Food Promises:- Supervision of promlises
proparing and handling food was maintainod end improvemonta
offocted by informal actlon,

(¢) Unsound Food: 78 vislts wero mado for tho pufposa of’
Inspocting meat and othor foods, and tho following 1s a list
of foods surrcndercd as unfit for human consumption :=-

e
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Butchers leat

Waig%t
Beef S

Bacon )
Tinned Foods
Corned Beef 239
Corned Mutton 24
Other Meats - 39
Bacon 31
Fish 17
Soup 14
Vegetables 241
Fruit 45
J an 128
Puddings 2
Milk 53
QOther Foods
Eggs 86
Dried Mllk 63
Butter 6
Kippers 14
Iuncheon Loaf 10
Sugar 4
Swsets 4
Flour 6
Pudding Mixture 43
Oatmeal Ly
Breakfast Cereals 27
Prunes 25
Nut Kernels 800
Sago 140
Total 2,200 1bs

ICE~-CREAM: Standards for premiscs were prepared as a basis
for work in connection with the Ice=Cream Regulations, A

mee ting of traders was called so that thelr rosponsibilitics
could be freoly discusseds The meoting was well attended and
it 12 a ploasure to roport the full co-operation of all
concerncd.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT: The following dotails are supplieod by
tho Welghts & Measures Dopartmont of tho Hertfordshire County
Council and relate to samplos from this dlstrict taken by
their Officors in 1948 :-
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Moes procurocd Gunuincr. Not Gornuing

Milk a0 e T %
Moat Pasto -+ 1 1 -
Plum é& Stauburry Jam 1 1 -
Tablo Dosscort & 1 -
Forcemoaot 2 2 -
Scono Mixturo 1 11 -

Maplc Buttor Pudding
Mixturoc 1. : -

|
_

% Milk 6% doficiont in fat =~ Veondor cautionod
# Maplc Buttor Flavour - No action

FOOD POISONING: ‘The onc caso of food poisoning notlifiod
during the year was not comncctod wit: any food consumed in
the districts The paticnt had caton ogg=sandwichos proparod
for his journcy from Carlislo, whorc he had been on hollday.
He had also eaten at a road=-side cafe at Horley, Sussex, on
his indirect route back, and was seen to be ill on arrival
at Hatfileld. The appropriate authorities were notifled.









