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Water Supply.

Remaval of Fefuss.

4

As may be gathered from the foregoing sketch of the geology, the natural
water varies considerably in the two portions into which I have divided the
district.

Water from the shallow wells in the fens contains a large quantity of solids,
free and albuminvid ammonia. It is turbid, brackish and wholly unfit for use for
domestic purposes. The inhabitunts of the fens are therefore wholly dependent
upon collected rain water and river water, Where the former can be collected in
a clean state and stored in proper cisterns it coustitutes a fairly pure source of
water supply. The water from the rivers is used by many, but it is unsafe, owing
to the fact that the towns and villages on the banks discharge their sewage
into it.

The village of Wiggenhall 8t. German's is an exception as, though it is
situated in the fens, the village is provided with an excellent public supyly of
water from the main conveying water from Marham to the Wishech Waterworks.
It has been proposed many times during the past fow years that this supply should
be extended to Wiggenhall 5t Mary Magdalene, and to the hamlet of Stow
Bridge, This, I am informed, could be done without any very serious outlay, and
would undoubtedly be a great benefit to iiese villages.

In the eastern portion of the district water is derived from shallow wells.
I have analyzed many samples of these waters, and find them to differ cxeeed-
ingly, as they are taken from the different strata I have found water from the
wells sunk in the lower greensand to contain a very large quantity of chlorides,
very little free and albuminoid ammonia, and in some places a deposit of peroxide
of irom. When the latter deposit has been removed by filtration the water is
found to be very pure. Wells sunk in the gault and cretaceous formation yield a
bright and palatable, but extremely hard water.

As shallow wells are extremely liable to pollution with animal and vegetable
matter, special attention has been paid to this matter by both the Sumitary
Inspector and myself, when making our systematic inspection of the distriet

In the more thickly populated villages it is next to impossible to insure that

water from shallow wells shall be pure, while the present midden system is in

vogue.  As I have pointed out in my previous reports, these are often of the most
primitive description, being merely holes dug in the ground lined with loose and
uncemented brickwork covered with a shed. In many cases these were founid built
within from four to five yards of the well, and in some instances, almcst direotly
ubove ; and many cases of the most disgusting and dangerous ccutawination of
water have been brought to light. It has also been customary in times past to
place privies in lean-to sheds at the ends or sides of the houses, and in one case 1
found one in the house itself, and such serious pollutivn of the subsoil of the houses
is thus caused that scarcely any wonder zan be felt at the frequent oceurcace of
E!ilil]'lll!]i{,! cases of dipt'heriﬂ_ ]}unng the past few years great progress ha= been
mwade in remedying these evils, and at the present time nearly, if not quite, ull the
most glaring cases of the kind have been dealt with.

The question of removal of refuse is, I consider, above ull uthers the one most
.equiring attention at your hands at the present time. Liquil sewage is disposed
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