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Telephone: GuiLpForRD 5201. MUNICIPAL OFFICES,
GUILDFORD.

FOREWORD.

To THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
BorovuGH oF GUILDFORD.

Me. Mayor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting to you my Annual Report for
1959 on the Health of Guildford.

The year 1959 must surely be long remembered for its out-
standingly dry and sunny summer, which continued unbroken for
month after month, and must in no small degree have played its
part in keeping the public in good health. Indeed it is good to be
able to record that it was a healthy year in Guildford from the
Public Health angle, and that poliomyelitis was conspicuous for its
absence, although in the last two decades it has been particularly
prominent in the hotter summers. There was an extensive ouibreak
of measles early in the year, but there were no reports of serious
complications. There was a widespread epidemic of influenza in
February: two different strains were isolated in West Surrey, and
young and old were affected alike, especially in closed communities.

Apart from sporadic cases of mild dysentery and food poison-
ing, there was a small outbreak of the former involving 12 pupils at
a private school during the summer term. This was brought under
control, and inspection of the school revealed that the feeding
arrangements and sanitary conditions at the school were satis-
factory.

The ‘Health Committee and the Council continued to carry out
their statutory obligations under the Housing Act, 1957, by dealing
with unfit houses (houses which cannot be made fit at reasonable
cost and where the owner is unwilling to incur unreasonable
expenditure). Representations are made to the Health Committee
in such cases by the Medical Officer of Health, in conjunction with
the Chief Health Inspector and his stail; this is a duty which every
Medical Officer of Health must carry out in the interests of the
people as part of a National programme to secure a better standard
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of housing, no matter what publicity or criticism it arouses. Unfit
houses are dealt with either individually, or as Clearance Areas,
e.g., those in Drummond Road, North Place and Pannell’s Terrace.

During 1959, under the House Purchase and Housing Act,
1959, owners of houses lacking certain amenities became entitled to
apply for a grant up to a maximum of £155, from the Local
Authority. Subject to certain conditions being fulfilled, the
Authority must make the grant, which is known as a Standard Im-
provement Grant. Discretionary Improvement Grants, which the
Authority has power to make but can refuse if it so wishes, can also
still be applied for, up to a maximum of £400, subject to certain
conditions.

The Minister of Health refused to give his consent to the
Guuncil’s apphlication for certain Health and Welfare functions to be
ted to them by the County Council, the reason being that the
Burough s population, less than 52,000, falls far short of th 60,000
which would have entitled the Council to make a delegation scheme
as of right.

On lIst January, 1959, new regulations came into force with
regard to the Hygiene of Slaughterhouses and the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals therein: with minor exceptions, the Guildford
Abattoir already complied with the new regulations.

During the year, the County Council submitted schemes to the
Minister of Health, and received the latter’s approval, with regard
to improvements in the Ambulance Service and the Welfare of
certain groups of Handicapped Persons, including the ascertainment
of deafness in very young children.

Observations were made during the year on the amount of
smoke and other noxious substances in the air: two sets of record-
ing apparatus are in use, one in Upper High Street and one near the
Railway Station. Such measurements are an essential preliminary
to the putting forward of any schemes under the Clean Air Act,
1956, for Smoke Control Areas: no such areas have been proposed
as yet in Guildford, where, apart from the Railway Station, smoke
18 mamly from domestic chimneys. Fortunately, the steam loco-
motive is gradually giving way to 'E:I{.‘CIL!‘IC or diesel traction, but until
it drls&ppears entirely in some years’ time, its smoke nuisance will
continue. In the meantime, with the voluntary co-operation of
British Railways, the smoke nuisance is reduced as far as
practicable.

Other nuisances dealt with under this Act during the year
related to coal dust and to oily smoke from a large oil fired boiler
and smoke from an industrial incinerator elsewhere in the Borough.
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Before the end of 1959, the Council accepted a tender for the
erection of a new Public Mortuary on a site near the existing
Mortuary at the former Isolation Hospital.

During the year the Council began to consider ways and means
of improving the office accommodation: so far as the Health
Department are concerned, this would not only relieve the present
shortage of space for both the Public Health and Divisional Health
staffs, but would provide improved and very necessary space in
which members of the public could wait and be interviewed.

As a result of a decision by the Council during the year, the
poster boards normally used for Road Safety propaganda were
made available from time to time for the use of the Health Com-
mittee: this is a valuable concession and has been used for Home
Safety and Immunisation posters,

The Guildford Old People’s Welfare Council, which does
wonderful work in improving life for the elderly in the Borough,
continued its activities with great energy, and was as usual given
tinancial support by the Borough Council.

In conclusion, may 1 be allowed to express my sincere thanks
to the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee, and to
the whole Council, for their interest and support, which is a source
of considerable encouragement. My thanks are also due to Dr.
Richards, Mr. Perry and all the staff of the Department for their
loyal help and support, and it is a great pleasure to have gone
through the whole year without a single change among the staff:
nothing is more damaging to efficiency and morale than constant
changes of staff. Finally, I am most grateful to my colleagues in
other Departments for all their help.

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

A. B. R. FINN,
MEepicaL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA.
Area (in acres) : 7,322

Registrar-General’s estimate of the resident population mid-1959,
civilian and members of the Armed Forces. Total 51,930,

Number of inhabited houses and flats (end of 1959), according to
the Rate Books: 16,031,

Rateable Value on 31st December, 1959: £1.184,040.
Sum represented by Penny Rate (at 31st March, 1960): £4.850.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Live Births—

Number ... ... wii gty ) ot S R T |

Rate per 1,000 pupulafhmn o Bk e £y
Illegitimate Live Binths per cent. of 101&! Ia\c bi r{hs 5.99
Still-births—

Number ... Serc iy il FE

Rate per lﬂﬂﬂml lwe am:l amll i:uruhs iy A e B
Total Liveand Still-binths ... ... ... .. .. .. .. 74
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year) ... ... .. .. .. 19
Infant Mortality Rates—

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total kive births ... .. g <2588

Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live l:urths .. 2464

Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births  45.45
Neo-natal thabty Rate {dmths under 4 weeks [J'E‘T 1,000 total

live births) . 20.44
Early Neo-natal Mﬂﬂfﬁht}r Rate [dm‘t’hs under 1 week per 1,000

total live births) . 5 17.71

eri-natal Mortality Rate (still-births and deaths under | week

mmhmd per 1,000 total live and still-births) .. - 30.91

Maternal Monality (including abortion)}—
Number of deaths T At
Rate per 1,000 total live and ﬂllJu*bi.Ilﬂ:IS oy Beaa wEmm =

The Birth Rate, 13.71, is lower than last year’s figure (14.15).
‘I'he rate for England and Wales as a whole was 16.5.

The Death Rate, 11.32, is higher than for 1958 (10.23). The
rate for England and Wales was 11.6.
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Deaths in males exceeded those in females, a reversal of the
usual pattern, for which I can offer no explanation.

Once again, diseases of the heart and arteries caused nearly half
the deaths, 305 out of 632 (489/)): this includes all types of heart
failure, of which coronary artery disease is by far the commonest,
and strokes. There were 115 deaths from coronary disease (96 in
1958), of which 71 were in men and 44 in women.

This disease in commoner in men than women, and affects men
earlier in life, usually from the late fifties onwards, but sometimes
earlier, whereas in women it is normally a disease of old age.
Research into coronary artery disease in this and other countries
suggests that important factors are lack of exercise and over-
indulgence in foods (especially certain fats) and drink, together with
the worry and responsibilities of high oflice and big business, and
the generally increased stress and strain and the rush of modern life.

A hundred years ago our ancestors were warned by the medical
profession of the day that the excessive use of horsedrawn carriages,
instead of riding on horseback, or better still, walking, would be
conducive to ill-health and shorter life. How true is this to-day
when the motor car has contributed to heart disease, has brought
us the physical and mental sluggishness which goes with lack of
exercise, and, in my view, may well have played a part in producing
the spate of back troubles which are a feature of to-day. Nor are
deaths due to the motor car confined to natural deaths, for we have
the frightful daily toll of violent deaths and countless injuries
caused by them. The latter are largely preventable deaths, and
means must be found of preventing them.

With the ever-increasing number of cars on the roads, those
who use them for short journeys in towns might well consider the
desirability of walking instead, with consequent benefit to health,
and little or no extra time spent on the journey, there being no hold-
ups and no parking problem for the pedestrian.

Cancer remains the second biggest cause of death, having a
total of 132 deaths out of 632 (=21°/). Lung cancer showed the
highest ftigure yet recorded, being 31 in 1959, 25 in 1958, and 26 in
1957: 28 cases were in males and 3 in females. Research into the
cause of cancer proceeds steadily, but whereas certain facts are
known, the cause, unfortunately, stll eludes us.

Infantile Mortality, Of the 734 births during 1959, 19 babies
died before attaining their first birthday, giving an infant mortality
rate of 25.89, which is higher than the figure for England and Wales
as a whole (22.2, the lowest ever recorded in this country, and 0.3
below that for 1958, the previous lowest): 13 of the 19 deaths were
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in infants under one week old. Three of the deaths were due to
defects of development of the child, four were due to acute lung
inflections in the first weeks of life, six to prematurity, and the
remainder to rare diseases of the new born. There is nothing
manifest to suggest that any of these deaths were preventable, in the
present state of our knowledge.

Maternal Deaths. There were, once again, no maternal deaths.
This bald statement of a fact has almost come to be accepted as the
normal and usual thing in recent years and by a younger generation,
but it 1s still a source of immense satisfaction to those who remem-
ber the tragic deaths of mothers in their prime which took place
prior to the drive for beiter care of the mother before, during and
after confinement.

Old People’s Wellare. The population of the British Isles has
every year an increasing percentage of old people, as science devises
ways and means of combatting those diseases which used to causc
the deaths of so many old people, e.g., pneumonia.

More and more attention is being given to the needs of the
elderly in the form of housing, domiciliary services, special facilities
at hospitals, clubs and recreational facilities, and so on, but to
provide all this in ever increasing amounts is an enormous problem
and very costly. The young must play their part in caring for their
own old folk, and not regard the Welfare State as automatically
being a Fairy Godmother for all old people, who need personal help
and kindness more than ever as they grow older.

There are, in any case, limits to what the Central and Local
Government Services can do: they are partly financial limitations,
but in many cases, unfortunately, shortage of manpower in the
various domiciliary and nursing services is a limiting factor. Only
improved conditions of service, and more relief for the over-pressed,

ill attract the right type, and in sufficient quantities, to the ranks
of the District Nurses, Health Visitors, Home Helps, Night Attend-
ants, Ambulance Service, and others in this field.

There will always be room for any amount of voluntary service
to the elderly, and the Guildford Old People’s Welfare Commuttee,
to which reference has been made in my Foreword, has once again
served the old people’s needs admirably. So have the W.V.S. and
other Organisations, and indeed individuals, who have the welfare
of our old folk at heart: much of this work goes on unknown to all
except those who benefit and those whose paths cross it.

Geriatric Social Worker. Miss Peck, who is employed by the
County Council, continues her invaluable and often difficult work



for the elderly: she acts as a liaison between the three branches of
the Health Services, General Practitioners, Local Authority and
Hospitals. She works partly in Guildford and partly in the sur-
rounding districts and she has a profound knowledge of the needs
of the elderly and of the various ways in which they may be met.

During the year 290 new patients were visited in the Borough,
the total number of visits to these and former patients being 2,414
in Guildford.

Family Planning Association. This Association exists for the
furtherance of knowledge and the giving of practical advice on the
proper spacing of families. Its services are available to all. Advice
can be given not only to married couples, but also to those about
to enter-matrimony, the latter being a valuable aspect of the work
which may not be widely known.

The Guildford Branch, opened in 1934, celebrated its Silver
Jubilee during 1959.

Clinics are held at St. Luke’s Hospital in the Out-Patients’
Department every Friday from 6 to 7.30 p.m. Appointments are
required. Details may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary
at 27, Harvey Road, Guildford (Telephone: Guildford 4235).

Marriage Guidance Council. The Marriage Guidance Council
headquarters are at 167a, High Street, Guildford: application for
appointments may be made to the Appointments Secretary at 54,
Warren Road, Guildford (Telephone: Guildford 5953). The aims
of the Marriage Guidance Council are to restore to normal those
marriages which are threatened with disruption by one cause or
another. This invaluable work is highly confidential, and can onl
be undertaken at the direct personal request of the parties con: .
Advice is also given to couples entering matrimony, and takes the
form of group teaching and discussion.

Laboratory Facilities, The Public Health Laboratory at St.
Luke’s Hospital continued to provide an excellent service for the
examination of materials collected by the Health Department. The
help of the Director is freely available and is very much appreciated.
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Ambulance Work. Ambulance work is under the Surrey
County Council, the St. John Ambulance Brigade carrying out the
work as agents.

The following figures summarise the duties performed during
1959: —

Public Hospital Miscel-
Mo. of Hours. Hours Houra, Hours.
Members Duty Transport and Clink: llaneous
Corps and Ambulance
Divisions G | 1,510% 3,537 —— 1.135
Nursing Division ... 46 1,121 3,5354 712 260
Ambulance & Nursing
Cadet Divisions,
including Proba-
tioners ... . 201 5573 8 58 2334
318 3,189 7,0804 770 1,6284
First Aid cases treated on Public Duty ... ... ... .. 98
First Aid cases treated off Public Duty ... 150
Civil Defence Members ... R e e s 11
National Health Service Reaarve Membem 21

Miscellaneous duties include Lectures, etc., to Glrls L'nfe Brlgad: and
Youth Movements, and also training of Civil Defence Personnel.

Transport duties include Train Escorts.

Transport Duties.

Five Ambulances, three Sitting Case Vehicles and one Mobile Dressing
Station for Public Duties.

Number of patients removed : —
Patjents. Mileage.
Brigade N ] 26 1,691
For Surrey {hmﬂ,y Cmnml A e 15ee2 - MBATT

15,668 150,068

Number of emergency cases 1,353

Nursing in the Home. This work is carried out by the Queen’s
Dustrict Nurses employed by the Surrey County Council and living
at the Queen’s Nurses’ Home, Stoughton.

During the year, the Surrey County Council gratefully accepted
the Guildford Queen’s District Nursing Association’s very generous
offer to pay to the County Council the monies they were to receive
from the Ministry of Health for the sale of that part of the premises
which had been in the Association’s ownership. These monies have
now been handed over to the Surrey County Council and a pro-
portion of the funds has been used in improving the furniture,
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

All infectious cases requiring hospital treatment are normally
admitted to Ottershaw Isolation Hospital, though some go to Green
Lane Hospital, Farnham, and occasionally elsewhere.

MNotiliable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) during the Year 1959,

Total cases Cases admitted
notified.  to hospital.

Scarlet Fever 37 2
Preumonia 27 2
e I PR R R L e —
Whooping Cough 15 —
Pu | Pyrexia 35 31
F PO 0 2 Al i PR s T R 3 —
Sonné D 17 3
Salmonella Typhimurium ... ... ... .. 2 2

566 40

In general, the year was an average one so far as infectious
diseases were concerned, with 566 cases, of which three-quarters
were due to measles. Only 40 required admission to hospital, and
most of these were because of difficulties in nursing them at home,
rather than because the illness was serious.

A rather less rigid attitude is adopted nowadays with regard to
some of the less serious infectious diseases than was formerly the
case, and this applies to duration of exclusion of cases from work
or school, exclusion of contacts, and terminal disinfection. But
where serious diseases such as poliomyelitis, diphtheria and small-
pox are concerned, the control is at least as strict as before.

Deaths from infectious diseases numbered 4: 3 were due to
tuberculosis (2 pulmonary and 1 non-pulmonary) and one to late
manifestations of syphilis. This latter disease has become eminently
treatable since the advent of penicillin, but there are many patients
still alive who were infected before the days of penicillin, and not
cured, who may ultimately succumb to syphilis in its later stages.

Poliomyelitis. 1 am indeed thankful to be able to report that,
for the second year running, no cases of this disease were reported
in Guildford, and in spite of a hot summer, which in past years has
favoured the spread of the disease, the country as a whole suffered

little.

Children who have been vaccinated in this country have been
shown to be three times less likely to suffer from paralytic poho-
myelitis than the unvaccinated, and this in itself should make all

those who are eligible seek vaccination. Although good results
have been achieved in getting children up to the age of 18 vaccin-
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ated, far too small a proportion of the population aged 18 to 26 (the
maximum age eligible during 1959) have accepted vaccination.

It should not be thought that poliomyelitis has been overcome:
far from it: the disease may return in epidemic form any time, even
in 1960, and it behoves all those eligible (now in 1960 up to the age
of 40) to seek vaccination without delay. Research is going on into
the efficacy and safety of a vaccine given by mouth: if proved satis-
factory, this would simplify administration enormously.

Progress with vaccination against poliomyelitis in the Guildford
area during the year ended 31st December, 1959, is as follows: —

(a) Children and young people who received Ist and 2nd injec-

tions: —
Children borm between 1943 and 1959 ... ... ... 2,005
Young persons born between 1942 and 1933 ... ... 3,336

(b) Children and young people who received 3rd (booster) injec-
tions: —

Choldren born between 1943 and 1959 ... ... ... 7,365
Young persons born between 1942 and 1933 ... ... 1,135

A total of 10,014 children and young persons up to age 26 (or
567, of those eligible) have received the 3rd injection in the Guild-
ford Municipal Borough area since the inception of the scheme.

‘I'he general position so far as the whole of the South-Western
Division is concerned is that 32,339 children and young people have
received their 3rd injection. This is shightly above 56% of the esti-
mated population eligible for vaccination against poliomyelitis.

Diphtheria. Cases of diphtheria still continue to be reported
from various parts of the British Isles, but fortunately there were
again none in Guildford. During 1958, the last year for which
tigures have been published, there were 80 cases, with 8 deaths, re-
ported from 25 different districts. There were outbreaks in school
children in two areas in Greater London, not all that far from
Guildford. As is always the case, the unimmunised fared worst: in
55 of the cases, immunisation had never been carried out, or was
not up to date: 6 of the 8 deaths were in those not protected.

The immunisation statistics for Guildford show that the per-

immunised within five years of birth continues to rise, being

66%, in 1958 and 729, in 1959: this is still below the National

Target of 75, and we shall go on trying to improve it, even though
it is already above the National figure of under 50°%/.

'The following table shows the number of children in age
groups who received primary immunisation and the number of
boosting doses given in the Borough during 1959: —
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Under 1 yr.  1-4 yrs. 5-14 yrs. Total,
Primary 285 320 244 849
Boosting doses .. - 31 1,080 1,111

Vaccination against Smallpox. This remains just as desirable
as ever. During 1959, 208 infants under the age of one year were
vaccinated, some by General Practitioners and some at Clinics. In
view of the large number of protective inoculations given to babies,
some Authorities advise deferring vaccination until the second year
of life. The present policy in the County Council’s Clinics, how-
ever, remains the same, namely, to vaccinate in the first three
months of life, and get it done before embarking on the other
procedures.

Vaccination in infancy not only protects the infant, but lessens
the reaction if, in later life, vaccination is required on going abroad
or entering the Services. The presence of eczema, or a history of it,
is an absolute contra-indication to routine primary vaccination.

During the year there were 728 live births and, of these, 208
were vaccinated under the age of one year. The acceptance rate for
infants in 1959 was 38.09 and in 1958 was 38.13. (The figure of 728
births is obtained by taking the Borough births for the last three
months of 1958 and the first nine months of 1959.)

The following table shows the vaccinations carried out in the
Borough during 1959: —

01 yr, 1-4 rs. 5-14 yrs. 15 + ¥rs. Total.
208 211 16 27 462

148 re-vaccinations were also completed.

Tuberculosis. Tuberculosis is no longer the scourge it was, due
to improved methods of prevention and treatment, and Chest
Physicians, Chest Hospitals and Chest Clinics are now able to devote
more of their time to other common chest complaints, particularly
bronchitis. The latter is more widespread in London and the in-
dustrial areas than it is in the country areas, such as Guildford is,
but nevertheless it is the cause of much absenteeism and chronic
ill-health.

Twelve new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were notified, six
less than in 1958: there were two new non-pulmonary cases. Two
deaths occurred from pulmonary tuberculosis and one from non-
pulmonary disease. There were 447 cases on the Tuberculosis
Register at the end of 1959 and 470 at the beginning.

The Guildford Borough Tuberculosis After-Care Committee

continues its excellent work of providing from voluntary sources
some of the extras which the tuberculous and other chest cases

need, and they are to be congratulated on the work which they
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carry on under the Chairmanship of Councillor Edward Jones,
M.P.S.

Tuberculosis: New Cases during 1959,

MEw CasEs.
Age Non-
perinds. I;;Imnmry. pulmonary.
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Mass Radiography. A Mass Radiography Unit visited St
Saviour’s Hall, Guildford, from 22nd to 7th May, 1959, when every-
one over 15 years of age had the opportunity of attending for free
X-ray of the chest. The results of this survey are given below: —

Male. Female, Total.
Total number X-rayed ... ... ... ... 2,849 4344 7,193
Tuberculosis—
Requiring treatment ... . I 3 4
Requiring close clinic nhsnrv&tmn 4 3 T
Requiring occasional clinic observation 3 1 4
Non-tuberculous abnormalities ruqmrmg in-
vestigation ; 9 6 15
Carcinoma of the hmn-:hus 5 -— 5
Cases not yel diagnosed ... ... . 1 — I

B.C.G. Vaccination can now hc Ufﬁ:rﬁ:d o —

(a) School children approaching 13 years of age who can con-
veniently be vaccinated along with other children of that age;

(b) School children of 14 years of age or older; and

(c) Students attending Universities, Teacher Training Colleges and
other establishments of further education.

The amendments also enable vaccination to be offered to such
other persons or groups as may be approved from time to time by
the Minister of Health.

The figures of B.C.G. Vaccination are (including Private
Schools): —
Percentage accepting the offer of B.C.G. Vaccination ... 69.12

Number receiving B.C.G. Vaccination ... ... ... .. 587
Number immune—Vaccination not required ... ... .. 58
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WATER SUPPLIES.

The Guildford, Godalming and District Water Board, which
has operated since October, 1952, is responsible for Guildford's
water supply.

The Undertaking is responsible for an area of approximately
140 square miles in extent, containing a population of about
107,000 persons, including 53,000 population in the Guildford water
area.

The water supply for Guildford Borough is derived from deep
bﬂll]'e-hﬂles in the chalk. The pumping stations are situate as
follows: —

1. Josephs Road Pumping Station (3 bore-holes).
2. Millmead Pumping Station (2 bore-holes).
3. Dapdune Pumping Station (2 new bore-holes).

All three Pumping Stations have functioned satisfactorily
during the year.

During the year ended 31st December, 1959, the total con-
sumption of water in Guildford Borough water area was
1,108,180,662 gallons, an average of 3,036,111 gallons per day. The
average daily consumption per head of population in the Borough
water area was 57.29 gallons, domestic consumption being 46.98
gallons, the remaining 10.31 gallons being used for industrial and
other purposes.

The work on testing and sinking the two new bore-holes at
Dapdune Pumping Station has been completed, and it is hoped
that water supplies from this source will be available in the Spring
of 1960, when the total output from Dapdune Pumping Station will
be approximately three million gallons per day.

WATER SAMPLING.

During the year thirty-two samples of water for chemical
analysis and thirty-six samples for bacteriological examination were
taken from the undermentioned sources (these samples are taken by
the Public Health Department and are additional to the routine
samples taken by the Water Board):—
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Chemical Samples. Bactericlogical Samples

Satisfactory. Unsatisfaciory.  Sausfactory. Unsatisfaciory

Ladymead Pumping Station 6 — 6 —

Millmead Pumping Station... 5 — 5 -—

Dapdune Pumping Station... 7 —- 7 -
Private Premises—

Mains Supplies ... ... 14 — 15 2

Deep Wells R i — 1 —

32 s 4 2

Observations are still being kept on the free ammonia content
of the water supply from the Dapdune Pumping Station, which
varied between 0.471 and 1.101 p.p.m. (average content 0.604
p.p.m.).

This is an increase of 0.120 p.p.m. in the average free ammonia
content as compared with the results for last year. The analyst
reported that tar acids and thiocyanates were not present in detect-
able amounts and the water was considered suitable for public
supply purposes.

The two unsatisfactory bacteriological reports on mains sup-
plies refer to private dwelling houses. In one case contamination
was due to a rubber fitting to the tap and in both cases repeat
samples were satisfactory.

SWIMMING BATHS.

There are two Public Swimming Baths in Guildford: —

(1) Castle Street Baths, owned by the Corporation. Eleven slipper
baths also available at these premises.

(2) Guildford Lido Open-air Swimming Pool, owned by the
Corporation.

There are also three children’s paddling pools, one at Stoke
Park and two at Guildford Lido.

Both swimming baths and the Lido pﬂddlmg pﬂuls are supplied
with mains water and operate on the * break point™ chlorination
system, thus a high standard of purity is maintained. The water in
Stoke Park paddling pool is chlorinated during the summer season.

During the year the following chemical and bacteriological
samples of swimming bath waters were submitted for examina-
tion: —

Chemical. Bacteriological.

Satisfactory. Unsatisfacwory,  Sanisfactory. Unsatisfaciory
Castle Street Baths 1 — 9 1
Lido Swimming Pool .. 1 — 4 1
Paddling Pool, Stoke Park — — 1 4
6

2 = 14
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The unsatisfactory reports refer to the presence of coliform
bacilli and/or faecal coli, in very small numbers. Stoke Park
paddling pool is not on the * break-point ” chlorination system and
1s frequently emptied, cleansed, chlorinated and refilled with mains
water. It was so treated after each unsatisfactory sample.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

Sewage Disposal Works and Extensions. This work, under the
direction of the Borough Surveyor, is progresing satisfactorily. So
far, two sedimentation tanks, two pumping stations, six filters, three
humus tanks and ancillary works have been completed at a cost of
£170,000. This represents approximately 80°/ of the work.

It is anticipated that the work will be in operation during the
summer of 1960,

Drainage. Tests were applied to 239 existing drains (chiefly in
connection with housing inspections) one existing drain was recon-
structed and ffty-four drains freed from obstruction. New drainage
installations are supervised and tested by the Building Inspectors.

Cesspools. The number of cesspools and private disposal
- plants in the Borough at the end of December, 1959, was 137.
Cesspools are emptied by mechanical means as and when required
and the service provided is satisfactory.

PUBLIC CLEANSING — REFUSE DISPOSAL.

The following information is supplied by the Borough
Surveyor: —

The system of refuse disposal is by incineration and controlled
tipping. The weight of house and trade refuse disposed of during
the year was 18,519 tons. The period of time elapsing between col-
lections of domestic refuse averaged eight days and every effort was
made to maintain this service.

During the vear 28 dustbins were found to be defective at
privately owned properties, which were replaced in all instances.
At Corporation properties, 295 new dustbins were supplied.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.
Number and Nature of Inspections Made.

MNo. ol
Visirs,
Complaints investigated {ﬁxcludmg rats and mice) . 247
Nuisances found ... ... 154

No nuisances found 93
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Public Health Act.

Prospective Council house tenants, re cleanliness, vermin, etc.

Properties under notice .

Infectious disease mqmmes

Verminous premises, insect pests, etc

Drains tﬂﬁtﬂd or -lmlmoﬁad .
Cesspools, etc

Moveable dwalhng«s

Schools

Places of puhkc entertainment

Offensive trades ..

Keeping of Animals {rmclumng Pet Animals Aa::u
Public conveniences i
Common lodging house
Swimming pools, paddling pools, etc. —mmplas taken
Workplaces (including offices) : ;
Housing Acts.

Inspections under Housing Act, 1957 (first visits) ...
Inspections under Housing Act, 1957 (subsequent visits) ...
Inspections re Certificates of Dimpaurr {Re'nt Act, 1957}

Overcrowding
Visits to Council owned pmpem-m
Improvement grants
Factories Act, 1937.

Factonies—mechanical power .
Factories—no mechanical pmvar
Outworkers ;

Food Premises and Snmplint
Licensed premises, clubs, etc.

Shuﬁ:mtmrse
Butchers' shops and cold stores

Fishmongers' premises (wet and frmd}
Cooked food premises
Cafes, restaurants, ctc.

Bakehouses

Ice cream premmas

Dairies and milkshops ...

Other food shops, market MI“LR

Bacteniological milk samples ﬂbmmd A

Bacteniological rinses from milk churns, bottles, etc. E
Bacteriological swabs from washed cmckery cutlcry elc.
Bacteriological ice cream samples . ™ :
Bm‘hmmlagulml samples of ﬂthe.r foods ...
Bacteriological specimens from Slaughtﬂrhuuﬁe [-rewarch]
Bacteriological water samples .. - v
Chemical water samples

Visits re Guildford Hygienic Food Traders’ Guild

Rodent and Insect Control.

Rats and mice infestations (first visits) . 3
Rats and mice infestations {sub@equam wmt.s]

Insect pests

Atmospheric pollutmn
Visits re smoke control and nuisances

Mo, of
WVikits.

545
1,251

125
555

227
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STATUTORY NOTICES.
Number of Legal Notices Issued for Abatement or Abolition of

Nuisances,

Complied Dane in

Served, with, Drefaule.
Public Health Act, 1936, Section 39 ... 1 1 —
Public Health Act, 1936, Section 93 . g s 6 -
Housing Act, 1959, Section 9 . Jot 3l —
Guildford Cﬂrpumtmn Act, 1926, Section 100 I 1 —
Shops Act, 1950, Section 38 %3 3 3 —
48 42 ==

* Premises vacated prior to demolition (1).
T Tenant evicted—house sold (1).

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

During the year, legal proceedings were instituted in the
following cases: —

Act, Uiffence, Rezult of Prosccution
Food and Drugs Act,  Sale of loafl of bread contaminated  Fined £10
1955, Section 8. with builders’ debris.
Food Hygiene Unsamitary premises. Fined total £8.

Regulations, 1955,

DISINFECTIONS.

Steam disinfection of bedding, clothing, etc., is still carried out
at the Council’s disinfection plant, by arrangement, for adjoining
districts in addition to the requirements of the Borough.

The disinfection plant is situated at the Destructor Works
where there is a supply of steam under pressure available for this
work.

Number of Articles Disinfected by Steam.

From within  From ouside
the Borough. the Borough. Tintal

Mattresses 40 28 68
Blankets ... ... ... a1 1063 31,154
Pillows 177 252 429
Sundries ... et . 208 29 237

516 3.372 1,888

Number of rooms disinfected after infectious disease )
(within the Borough) 16

Number of rooms disinfected other than notifiable
infectious disease ... ... ... ... i : 25
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Atmospheric Pollution.
Average monthly figures of concentrations recorded at Guildford:—
Site 1—Municipal Offices, High Street.
Site 2—Lower Farnham Road area.

SMOKE.*® SULPHUR Dioxine.t
Average Highest Lowest Average Highest Lowest
Value. Value. Value. Value. Value, Value,
1 2 1 2 1 2 | 2 i 2 1 2
May 40 — 8 — 1 — 23 — 44 — 08 -
June 36 5.1 T 11 2 l 16 86 49 166 06 2.1
July 2B 58 5 14 | 2 14 91 30 22, 06 2.5
Augusl =3 A0 5 1D 1 1 1.7 98 3.1 200 05 27
September 4.2 8.7 I 13 0 2 29 118 52 191 0.2 27
October 84 14.5 25 21 4 6 26 114 T4 181 0.3 6.1
Movember 130 18.3 g 3T =% 11 47 106 150 215 1.8 6.3
IDecember 84 166 22 29 3 10 36 85 98 224 14 2.0
Smoke.* Sulphur Dioxide. ¥
Average for Municipal Offices, 1st May Lo
jlst December ... ... 5.8 26
Average for Lower Farnham R-:}ad area, Ist
June to 31st December 10.7 10.0

* Smoke concentration—expressed in milligrams per 100 cubic metres of air.

T Sulphur dioxide concentration (volumetric method)—expressed in paris
per 100 million parts of air.

The trouble experienced from oily smuts from a local hospital
boiler plant (which was commented upon in the report for 1958)
has been cleared up and no complaints have been received from this
source for some considerable time. A new incinerator plant has
been installed at the hospital which is operating without nuisance.
The nuisance from the railway premises has improved generally, but
the trouble will not be completely overcome until either electrifica-
tion of the line or the exclusive use of diesel engines has been intro-
duced. The use of smokeless fuels in all station buildings and the
stoppage of burning refuse from trucks, etc., has resulted in a
notable improvement.

Al a recent Clean Air exhibit in a local Ideal Homes and Trades
Exhibition the interest shown by the public, particularly with re-
gard to the use of smokeless fuels by householders, exceeded all
expectations and there was a general acceptance that air poilution
must be reduced to a minimum. The time would, therefore, appear
to be opportune for the establishment of Smoke Control Areas.
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MILK SUPPLY.
Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations, 1959,

Premises
on Register
at 3ist Dec,, 1059,
MiLk PRODUCERS WITHIN THE BorouGH—

Number of Cowkeepers registered with the Mlmstry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food i

Number of local producers of—
Tuberculin Tested Milk 9

Ungraded Milk ... ... —
Number of PmduoerfWhulesaleﬁRetanle:rs SRy
Number of Producer-Wholesalers ]

Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1949-1954.

The following is a summary of Designated Milk Licences
granted in 1959:—

Raw MiLk—
Tuberculin Tested Milk (Farm Bottled)—
Supplementary Licences 2
Dealers’ Licences 11

HEeaT TREATED MILK—
Tuberculin-Tested Pasteurised and Pasteurised Milk—

Pasteurisers’ Licences ... ...  .o. - e aie wes 2

Dealers’ Licences 14

Supplementary Licences 4
STERILISED MILK—

Supplementary Licences 1

Dealers’ Licences 9

Milk Vending Machines.

There are now three automatic milk vending machines in the
Borough and the conditions of storage and distribution appear to be
very satisfactory. The reports on routine samples taken from these
sources have also been satisfactory. The milk is stored at approxi-
mately 40° F. and is packed in bottles and destructible containers.
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Bacteriological Examination of Churn and Other Rinses.

In conjunction with the investigations of unsatisfactory
bacteriological samples of milk and the routine inspection of
dairies, thirty churn and thirty-three bottle rinses were taken for
bacteriological examination. With the exception of five churns and
seven bottles, all had bacterial counts of less than 50,000 per churn
and 600 per bottle respectively.

The interpretation of results for these rinses is in accordance
with that adopted by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food National Milk Testing and Advisory Scheme.

MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF ICE CREAM.

There are two registered manufacturers of ice cream in the
Borough who manufacture on a small scale and 148 distributors,
including six new registrations during the year.

Satisfactory provisions have been made in accordance with the
Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947 and 1952, and any
unsatisfactory conditions found have been remedied.

During the year seventy-nine inspections were made and fifty-
eight samples taken for bacteriological examination.

The following table shows the result of the bacteriological
examination of ice cream samples: —

Methylene Blue Test (number of samples submitted 58): —

Grade L Grade 11 Grade 111 Grade IV
(412 hrs, +) {2134 hrs) (1z—2 hrs.) {(0—13 hr.)
28 21 9 —_—

(48.27 7% ) (36.21%) (15.52%)

In regard to the Methylene Blue Test, 84.48°. of the samples
submitted in 1959 fell within the Provisional Grades I and II, as
compared with 94.87°/ in 1958.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF OTHER FOODS.
Bacteriological Examination of “ Susceptible ” Foods.

During the year ended 31st December, 1959, 321 samples of
food and 226 swabs from dressed chickens were submitted for
bacteriological examination. These included a number of samples
taken in respect of suspected outbreaks of food poisoning and a
large number were taken for laboratory investigations. The results
may be summarised as follows:—
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No. of
samples Satis-  Unsatis-
taken. factory. factory, Hemarks.

Cream . it Ual 14 37—Decolourised methylene blue
in periods varying from 0-4}
hours.

Liguid egg Folme (TP . 10 3—Faecal coli isolated.

1—Faecal coli and salmonella
isolated.
I—Salmonella isolated.

*Sausages and sausage

material o PRI A b 12 — Salmonella not isolated.

Roast chicken ... ... 1 e 1—Moderate growth staph.
aureus.

Soup from machine ... 2 2 -

Coffee and milk from

machine 1 1 —  Sterile.

Cream cake 2 2 — No food poisoning organisms
isolated.

*Coconut flour ... ... 1 1 — No pathogens isolated.

*Desiccated coconut .. 4 4 -  Salmonella not i1solated.

Wholeegg ... ... ... 1 1 — Plate count, 100,000 per ml.
Coliforms not found in 1 ml.

*Oysters 4 4 — No pathogens isolated.

Cassata ice pudding ... 1 — |—Faecal coli isolated.

*Chicken swabs ... ... 226 226 — Salmonella not isolated.

* Samples and specimens taken for purposes of laboratory investigations.

Fresh Cream.

No legal bacteriological standard has yet been devised for fresh
cream, although this commodity is in ever-increasing demand and
is being sold from a wide variety of shops and mobile vehicles. It
is difficult to see why milk should be the subject of such stringent
legislation whilst one of its most * susceptible ” products can be
sold without restriction.  Although the methylene blue test as
applied to cream has no legal significance, it is an indication of the
unsatisfactory keeping quality of this product when 37 samples de-
colourised methylene blue in less than 4} hours out of a total of 51
samples submitted for examination.

Liquid Egg.

Following upon my report of last year on the increased atten-
tion which was given to liquid egg or * broken out ™ eggs used in
the confectionery trade, fifteen further samples were taken for
bacteriological examination and reported upon as follows:—

Mo, of No. coalaining Mo. containing
samples ken. {aecal coli. salmonella.
Egg Packing Station ... 10 3 1 (type—manhattan)

Local bakehouses (ex
Packing Station) ... 5 1 1 (type—enteritidis)
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Salmonella organisms have been found in 10.5%/ of samples to
date, which is rather high, and the Bacteriologist is of the opinion
that these organisms are present in the hens eggs before the
* breaking out " operation. If this is so, it is extremely difficult to
trace back the source from which the infected eggs come, owing to
the large number of suppliers to the Egg Packing Station. The
matter 1s still receiving special attention.

The improvement to premises and hygienic standards at the
Egg Packing Station mentioned last year were completed in accord-
ance with the Ministry of Health recommendations. Facilities for
sterilising equipment have been provided and are in regular use.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF RINSES FROM
WASHED CROCKERY AND UTENSILS.

Dufing the year the following swabs were submitted for
bacteriological examination from crockery and utensils in catering
establishments, with results as shown:—

Bacteriologist's Report.

No. taken. Very good. Fair. Bad.
Drinking glasses ... 176 172 3 1
Plates. ... ... 29 26 1 2
Cups 4 3 1 —
o R R 12 12 — —
Forks ... 13 11 - 2

Lo s G . 11 11 —

This work was mainly concentrated upon licensed houses—
hence the large number of swabs taken from drinking glasses.

The standard of cleanliness remains very high and the persons
concerned are to be congratulated on their efforts in this respect.
In the case of unsatisfactory reports the matter was followed up
and advice given on “ washing-up ” technique.

FOOD HYGIENE.

A report on the activities of the Guildford Hygienic Food
Traders’ Guild appears on pages 50 to 56. Other work carried
out in connection with food hygiene is reported upon elsewhere in

this report.
SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1954.

There is one knacker yard in the Borough at which a com-
pletely new and up-to-date slaughterhouse was erected during the
year. The standard of hygiene at these premises is very satis-
factory and conditions are better than those found in many
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slaughterhouses where meat is prepared for human consumption.
The owner of these premises is to be congratulated on the excellent
provisions made for the slaughtering of animals under humane
conditions. The licence to slaughter horses, which had been with-
held pending the completion of the new slaughterhouse, has now
been restored.

Seventeen slaughtermen were licensed to slaughter under these
provisions, all of which were unrestricted licences. Thirten are
employed at Guildford Slaughterhouse and four at the local knacker
yard.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951.

Three applications were received during the year for renewal of
licences in respect of premises used for the sale of pet animals. The
premises are conducted in a satisfactory manner and all three
licences were renewed.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS, ORDERS, ETC.

In the Borough, the local authority's duties are carried out by
the Public Health Inspectors, and as Guildford is an important
centre, both in respect of the Cattle Market and Slaughterhouse, the
duties undertaken under this heading are considerable, particularly
when outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease, swine fever, fowl pest,
etc., occur.

At the Cattle Market, Inspectors are on duty on regular weekly
market days, and during special sales, to enforce the requirements
of the various orders, etc., and to issue movement licences for
animals as required. A close liaison is maintained between the
department and the Veterinary Officers of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, and we are particularly indebted to
them for their kind co-operation which enables us to carry out these
duties effectively.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOODS) ORDER, 1957.

The above Order requires the licensing of all plants used for
boiling of swill for pigs and poultry. Inspections were carried out
at twenty-four premises in the Borough where licences have been
issued for this purpose.

GUILDFORD SLAUGHTERHOUSE.

The Council continued to provide slaughtering and meat
inspection facilities at their Slaughterhouse during 1959, and ani-
mals were slaughtered on the * line ” system on behalf of owners
in Guildford and the adjoining areas by the Council’s Slaughtering
Contractor.
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Although excellent facilities are provided for the slaughter ot
livestock at the Slaughterhouse, the overall throughput for 1959 was
4.2%, less than the previous year. This is due mainly to a reduction
in the number of cattle and pigs sent for slaughter. Although there
was an increase of 28.7%, in the number of sheep and lambs
slaughtered this was insufficient to offset the deficiencies in cattle
and pigs.

The abundant supplies of more reasonably priced imported
chilled beef have kept down the demand for home killed beef, and
the recent hot summer, together with an abundance of home killed
lamb and poultry has had an effect upon the amount of pork con-
sumed.

Meat Inspection. A full-time meat inspection service continued
to be provided by the Council, carried out by the Senior Meat
Inspector with assistance, as necessary, from the Public Health

Inspectors.

During the year, a marking system of carcases was instituted,
indicating that they had been inspected and passed fit for human
consumption.

The following table shows the number of carcases inspected
and condemnations made during the year:—

Cattle Sheep
EXC. and
Cows., Cows. Calves. Lamba. Pigs. Toual

Number killed and inspected 5,363 508 1,302 19,582 21,678 46,433

All Diseases except Tuber-
culosis and Cysticerci.

Whole carcases condemned 3 5 11 12 27 58
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 2,576 163 i2 605 4,828 8,184

Percentage of number in-
spected affected with

diseases other than Tuber-

culosis and Cystcerci ... 48.09 3307 1.8 315 ZEI FLTS
Tuberculosis only.
Whole carcases condemned 3 - - — — 3
Carcases of which some part

or organ was condemmned 94 42 —_ — 62 198

Percentage of number in-
spected affected with

Tuberculosis 1.81 8.27 — — 028 043
Cysticercosis.
Carcases of which some part

or ofgan was condemned 5 — - - — 5
Carcases submitted to treat-

ment by refrigeration ... 5 - -— — - 5

Generalised and totally con-
demned
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Diseases other than Tuberculosis, Despite the drop in the
number of animals slaughtered, there was again an overall increase
in diseases found during meat inspection. These were mainly
localised conditions of organs not affecting the generally high
standard of carcases produced. The number of sheep found to be
affected with disease remained comparatively small, and the diseases
which were found were mainly parasitic in origin. Distomatosis is
still the cause of a considerable proportion of condemnations in
cattle, particularly amongst those beasts imported direct from
Ireland. Condemnations in pigs are for varied reasons, but Virus
Pneumonia and other lung conditions still remain the major causes.
A large number of pigs were again slaughtered as swine fever con-
taots, under licences from the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, and on seven occasions the Divisional Veterinary Officer was
notified of suspected cases of swine fever found in the slaughter-
house. During the year, Form A was served under the Anthrax
Order on two occasions for animals found dead in the lairage.
Fortunately, Anthrax was not confirmed and the carcases were dis-
posed of by burning at the Destructor Works.

Tuberculosis. The year 1959 brought a 1.19°/ decrease of the
disease in cattle, excluding cows. In nearly all cases the disease was
found in cattle from Ireland and in centres from areas in England
which were not included in Attested Areas. There was a 1.71°%
increase of tuberculosis in cows, the majority of infected animals
being those sent in as reactors to the tuberculin test by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Despite the increase in the
number of cows affected, lesions found were usually localised, not
requiring extensive condemnations.

Cysticercus Bovis. There was no appreciable change in the
incidence of this disease during the year, and the present facilities
for cold storage and treatment of affected carcases remain adequate.

Use of Laboratory. Laboratory facilities are readily available
for the examination of specimens at both the Public Health Labor-
atory at St. Luke’s and the Weybridge Veterinary Laboratory and
our thanks are due to these services for their co-operation.

Hygiene. The standards of hygiene at the Slaughterhouse still
remain satisfactory. Apart from minor repairs, the only outstand-
ing work required under the Slaughterhouse (Hygiene) Regulations,
1958, is the improvement of artificial lighting to conform as near as
possible to the standard laid down.

Investigation of Salmonella-Typhimurium in Calves. During
the year, swabs and specimens from 43 calves were sent to the
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A number of houses included in the Council’s Slum Clearance
programme are listed as of Architectural or Historical Interest and
cannot therefore be demolished.

Despite the fact that the Council now have a total of 2,524 post-
war houses, the waiting list of applicants is still very formidable and
applications continue to be received at the rate of about forty-seven
pell] month. The number of post-war houses is made up as
follows:—

For letting, 2,480; for sale, 109; total, 2,589.
During 1959, 65 houses were built for letting and none for sale.

Because of acute shortage of housing, the Council decided in
July, 1959, to divide the waiting list into two categories, as
follows:—

“A” list—to consider applications for housing from the follow-
ing categories:—

(1) Family units working in the Borough with at least 2 years’
residence.

(2) Family units living in and working outside the Borough
with at least 25 years (or life) residence.

(3) Family units living outside and working in the Borough
where either husband or wife has had at least 10 years
previous residence.

(4) Family units living and working outside the Bumugh where
either husband or wife has had at least 25 years’ previous
residence.

“B ™ list—to exclude the following applicants from considera-
tion:—
(1) Family units occupying separate unfurnished accommoda-
tion (1.e., houses and flats) other than Rent Act cases.
(2) Family units not falling within any of the categories set
out in “A™ list.

The present waiting list of 3,036 applications may, therefore,
be sub-divided as follows:—

Fomilies o “A" et ... .. e s e 0936
Single persons on “A" list Gt e T S
St — 1,134
hpplu:.a{mn:-. from single per'sons and families on
“B " list 1,902

———

3,036

———
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Improvement Grants.

The number of enquiries concerning improvement grants con-
tinues to be considerable, but they are still received mainly from
owner /occupiers or persons about to enter into this category.

When the House Purchase and Housing Act, 1959, came into
operation in June last there was an immediate increase in the num-
ber of enquiries about Standard Grants and there is no doubt that
the simplified method of making application for this type of grant
has appealed to the public.

Fifty-four formal applications for grant were received—ten for
Discretionary Grants and forty-four for Standard Grants. One
Discretionary Grant was refused because work was in progress
before application was received; three applicants decided not to
accept Standard Grants after Council approval and two did not
proceed with the improvement works. The total value of grants
approved and paid during the year amounted to:—

Approved. Paid.
Discretionary ... £1,128 2 11 £1.824 19 6 (15 houses)
Approved Maximum. Paid.
Standard ... ... £5440 0 © £555 10 1 (5 houses)
Rent Act, 1957.

The number of applications for Certificates of Disrepair fell
considerably during the year. Details of Certificates of Disrepair
issued and cancelled during the year are given below:—

Applications for Certificates of Disrepair—
Number of applications received ... ... ... .. .. 19

Mumber of decisions not to issue Certificates . —_—
Mumber of notices served of intention to issue Cerhﬁ{:atu of

Disrepair: —
(a) In respect of some but not all defects ... ... ... 12
(b) In respect of all defects 7
Number of Undertakings given by La ndlnrd: un-der Para-
graph 5 of the First Schedule . 12

Number of Undertakings refused by the [ncal authontjr undnr
proviso to Paragraph 5 of the First Schedule —

Number of Certificates issued ... ... ... ... ... ... 5

Applications for Cancellation of Certificates—
Applications by landlords to local authnnty for cancellation

of Centificates ... .. 17
Objections by tenants to ca.mel]a-umn l::l' C&I‘llﬁﬂﬂiﬁ <
Decisions by local aulhﬂrrlt:-.r to cancel in apne of tmn.ut'

objection . ; 2

Cﬂmﬁmasmnoeiledhylamlauummty ot inet-s toepedaiivt 1T
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HOUSING STATISTICS.

|.—Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the year.

1. (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... ..

(b} Number of inspections made for that purpose

2, (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-head 1
above) which were msp&ctad and recorded under the
Housing Acts e .

(b) Number of inspections made fm- l.had'. purpme

3. Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation (including 5 temporary huts)

4. Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ...

2.-—Remedy of Defects during the year without Service of
Formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the local authority or
their officers ...

3.—Action under Statutory Powers during the year.

A.—Proceedings under Sections 9 and 10 of the Housing
Act, 1957—

1. Number of dwelling houses in rcspe:ct of which notices
were served requining repairs .

2. Number of dwelling houses whmh were :endered ﬁl aftar
service of formal notices:—
(a) By Owners iy b
(b) By local authurlw in default of Owners ...

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts—

1. Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied .

2. Number of dwelling houses in which defects were remedied
after service of formal notices:—
(a) By Owners
(b) By local authunty in default of Owners ... ...

C.~—Proceedings under Sections 16 and 17 of the Housing
Act, 1957—

1. Number of dwelling houses in respe::’t of which Demolition
Orders were made .

2. MNumber of dwelling houses demolashed in pu:suanca of
Demolition Orders

3. Number of dwelling houses clased on undertak:ngs from
owners not to re-let for habitation ...

4. Number of unfit dwel]lng houses rendered ﬁt—nundeﬁaklngs
cancelled <

5. Number of Closing Drdem made

1,778
4,819

345
1,796

65

137

118

oo

L |
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GUILDFORD HYGIENIC FOOD TRADERS' GUILD.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Guildford, and Members of the
Guildford Hygienic Food Traders’ Guild.

MR. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

As Chairman of the Advisory Committee of the Guild it is
my pleasure to comment upon the continued progress we are
making towards better standards of food hygiene in the Borough.

There have been many changes in recent years in the manner
in which food trades are conducted, and the days of specialization
in one particular commodity seem to have largely disappeared. The
smaller trader finds himself competing with Supermarkets and
Departmental Stores, and has to do everything possible to improve
his service to the consumer in order to retain his trade. Fortun-
ately, a good standard of food hygiene is a selling point which is
available to both large and small traders alike. The more dis-
criminating the customer becomes, the more important it is for the
trader to prepare, handle and serve his goods in an attractive and
hygienic manner. As a food trader myself, I cannot over-emphasise
the point that * clean business is good business.” Apart from our
moral obligation to prevent the public from being exposed to un-
necessary risks of infection, money can be saved through hygiene,
by the prevention of spoilage of goods. wastage of time and labour
and damage to premises and equipment.

Your Advisory Committee is pleased to see the introduction of
National Codes of Practice for the meat trader and transporter, and
we see no reason why the majority of the recommendations should
not be adopted in our new Codes of Practice for the Guild. Many
of these recommendations are included in existing legislation, and
the remainder provide a sound basis for maintaining a good
standard of hygiene on a long term policy.

In the Hon. Secretary’s report, you will see that the work of
the Guild progresses from strength to strength, to the ultimate
benefit of all residents in the Borough and others who will use our
town either as a shopping centre or as a place to visit.

On your behalf, I again express thanks to the Council and their
Officers for their continued support.

R. F. SPARROW,
Chairman of the Advisory Committee.
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GUILDFORD HYGIENIC FOOD TRADERS' GUILD
TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT
ON THE WORK OF THE GUILD
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 29th FEBRUARY, 1960.

Introduction.

Once again it is my privilege to present the annual report of
the Guildford Hygienic Food Traders’ Guild, which has completed
E:s Ew&l]fth year of activities, sponsored by the Guildford Borough

ounci

The routine inspection of premises, bacteriological sampling of
foods, etc., and general advisory work has continued during the past
year, and I am pleased to report that the general standard of
hygiene throughout the Borough has been maintained at a satis-
factory level. Many of the improved standards obtained in the early
years of the Guild’s activities are now taken for granted by traders
and public alike, and indeed have now become legal requirements.
There are still instances, however, of blatant disregard of even the
most elementary hygienic practices and so long as the persons
responsible persist in their carelessness, outbreaks of food poisoning
will continue to occur. [ regret to say that some members of the
public, fortunately a small minority, do not support the efforts of
the authorities and voluntary bodies towards better hygiene, but
insist upon patronising food premises which are obviously below
standard in this respect. A recent example of this came to light
following the prosecution of a butcher who fed a dog in his shop
with minced meat from his hand (which the dog licked) and then
proceeded to serve meat from the same source for human consump-
tion without first washing his hands. Those who have any know-
ledge of the subject know that dogs and other domestic animals can
carry food poisoning {}rganmn-a. which can be spread to humans
and yet a *“ dog lover ™ subsequently visited the shop and paid the
bulk of the fine which had been imposed by the Magistrates!

The first of the National Codes of Practice to be published by
the Ministries of Health and Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, were
received in December last. These codes relate to * Hygiene in the
Retail Meat Trade ™ and ** The Hygienic Transport and Handling
of Meat.” The codes have no statutory force, but give advice and
guidance to persons concerned in the trades referred to. The
Advisory Committee of the Guild is at present examining the re-
commendations made with a view to adopting the suggested stand-
ards as a basis for our own new Codes of Practice. It is hoped
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that further national codes covering the remaining food trades will
be published in the near future which can also be adopted in our
new Codes of Practice.

The Advisory Committee has also been considering the question
of admitting Mobile Traders to membership of the Guild, recognis-

that this type of trader is playing an important part in the dis-
trﬁ)utinn of food to housing estates and outlying parts of the
Borough. Some of the existing mobile shops are extremely good
and fall little short of the hygienic standards appertaining to our
food shops. Others, however, which consist of old worn-out buses
and commercial vehicles, have been adapted with the minimum
effort, and fall far short of any reasonable hygienic standard. We
hope to improve the standard of hygiene on these vehicles by intro-
ducing a code of practice specially designed to meet the needs of
this class of trader, and to welcome into membership those who
satisfy the requirements of the code.

Food hygiene is a subject which calls for constant attention at
all times and wherever food is prepared, stored or handled. Spas-
modic efforts are not enough if we are to eliminate the increasing
number of food borne infections which occur every year in this

country.
Membership,

Thirty new trader members have been enrolled during the year,
Lwenty of whom are in the licensed trade. Eleven transfers of mem-

bership have been made where businesses have changed hands and
nine trader members have given up business altogether.

The following table shows the present state of membership in
relation to the various trades. The total trader membership repre-
sents 64.1°%/ of the food premises in the Borough to which the Guild

applies:—
Mumber of Number of Number of
Premises o Trader Employee
which Guild at Members Members

present applies.  accepied. accepted.

Ice cream manufacturers and distributors ... % 2 12
Dairies (excluding milkshops) . 5 4 54
Bakehouses and flour confectioners ... 20 11 23
Catering establishmems {qncludmg school
mn:% factory canteens) 98 66 530
Grocers and general stores : 98 69 203
Butchers and cooked meat manufacturers . 26 22 39
Fishmongers and fishfryers s tant ancia B 0 9
Gmngmm‘a e | 15 23
mﬂ'ﬂct'lmwrs and mixed trades ... 52 30 205
ublic houses . i il 33 -
405 261 1,098

— — —

* No enrolments sought.



Food Poisoning.

In the report on food poisoning in England and Wales for 1958
the Public Health Laboratory Service reports that there were 7,300
recorded outbreaks of food poisoning, involving about 14,900
persons. These figures represent an increase of 3%/ on cases which
occurred in 1957 and a reduction of 5%/ on the figures for 1956.

The 7,300 incidents in 1958 were made up of 285 general out-
breaks, 601 family outbreaks and 6,414 sporadic cases. Again
salmonella infections were responsible for the majority of cases
(66%.) and in 319 the causal agents were not discovered. Thirty
cases were fatal, of which twenty-six were due to salmonella infec-
tions.

~ The vehicles of infection in the 181 outbreaks where informa-
tion was available showed that meat and meat products were again
the chief causes, as shown in the following summary:—

Meat and meat products ... ... ... 140
Fish 12
Sweetmeats 11
Eggs 6
Cheese 4
Canned vegetables 4
Milk 3
Other foods 1

It becomes clearer each year that food poisoning is largely a
matter of salmonellosis, and the need for control of known sources
of infection is urgent. It should be borne in mind that the above
information refers to cases notified, but there are many instances of
food-borne infections which are not reported at all,

Locally, there were five formal notifications of food poisoning
which were investigated. The most interesting cases arose from the
attendance of local members of staff and friends at a Multiple Firm's
Annual Dinner in London, five of whom were subsequently ill. The
total number of persons reported ill in this outbreak was 193 out of
a total of 267 persons attending the dinner. The majority of those
affected ate chicken and pineapple vol-au-vent, which appeared to
be the cause of the trouble, and the organism recovered from faecal
specimens from four of the local patients was salmonella typhl-
murium. This outbreak caused an enormous amount of incon-
venience to the firm in question, most of those affected being en-
gaged in the food trades, who had to be excluded from work.

In February, thirty-seven persons who ate a lunch at a local
factory canteen complained of symptoms of food poisoning, most
cases were mild in character, but some were quite severe. Investi-
gations proved that the food causing the outbreak was boiled ham,
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which formed part of the meal. Of sixty people who ate the ham,
twenty-seven were affected, and it is interesting to note that the
nine people who also had symptoms did not eat the ham but had
gravy made from the ham stock. The organism causing the trouble
was Cl. Welchii which may have been in the ham before delivery to
the canteen, but because it is a heat-resistant organism the ham and
stock remained infected after cooking. The methods of handling
and storage were faulty, and the placing of sliced ham on plates in
a “hot " cabinet increased the growth of the bacteria. As a result
of the advice given to the canteen staff during the investigation it is
hoped that trouble of this kind in the future will be minimised.

In addition to the above-mentioned cases, eight investigations
were made into alleged cases of food poisoning, but in no case was
food poisoning proved, either because none of the suspected foods
were available for examination, or the foods concerned proved to be
negative on examination. In five of these instances, the cause of
the illness was not discovered, in two instances, salmonella typhi-
murium were found in faecal specimens from the patients, and in
the remaining case salmonella St. Paul was isolated.

All cases were eventually cleared satisfactorily within a reason-
able time.

Special Investigations.

In co-operation with the Public Health Laboratory Service,
specimens were taken for bacteriological investigation into the
presence of salmonellae organisms in calves at the Slaughterhouse,
and dressed chickens on sale by retail. Out of seven series of
specimens taken from calves, salmonella dublin were isolated from

two calves, but no evidence of salmonella was found in any of the
226 cloacal swabs submitted from dressed chickens.

Five samples of coconut flour (produced in Ceylon) in which
salmonellae have been found in other areas were also submitted for
examination, which proved to be negative.

Special Activities,

A series of six visits to some of the larger food premises in the
Borough were arranged for members of the Guild during the vear.
Although these visits proved to be most interesting and instructive
for workers in the food trades, the attendances were disappointing
on the whole. It is a great pity that more support was not forth-
coming as the persons responsible at the premises visited had
obviously gone to considerable trouble to make the visits a success.

Lectures and film shows on * Food Hygiene ™ were given w
senior pupils at eight local schools where Domestic Science is taught.
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This is the fourth year during which these talks have been given,
which appear to be well received by teachers and pupils alike. Talks
and film shows were also given to students attending training courses
for butchers and licensed victuallers and it is very pleasing to note
the emphasis placed upon this subject in these courses.

In connection with a local Caterers’ Exhibition held in Guild-
ford a food hygiene exhibit entitled * The Talking Kitchen ™ was
shown. The Exhibition attracted large numbers of visitors, although
it was only open for one half day. The quality of the exhibits and
the public interest aroused merit a larger exhibition of longer
duration and it is hoped that the organisers will find this possible in
the future.

The Slaughterhouse (Hygiene) Regulations, 1958.

As reported last year, the Guildford Slaughterhouse is of
modern construction and lay-out, and only minor improvements
were necessary to comply with the above Regulations, which came
into force on 1st January, 1959, These improvements have been
carried out with the exception of increased lighting, and this matter
is receiving consideration,

The clothing worn by slaughtermen was also improved and
these men are now issued with a suitable type of protective clothing.
Arrangements have also been made by the Contractor for regular
laundering.

Conclusion.

It will be seen that our activities in the cause of clean food have
not diminished over the years in any way, and that the need for this
work remains vitally important in the interests of public health.

Our thanks are due to our trader members for their continued
interest and support and to the Council and Advisory Committee for
their kind assistance. The bulk of the field work is carried out by
my Deputy, Mr. Walshaw, whose enthusiasm and interest in the
Guild is unfailing. His advice and assistance to traders, especially
those starting new businesses in the Borough, is greatly appreciated.

H. A. PERRY,
Hon. Secretary.
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