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KNUTSFORD _URBAN _DISTRICT _COUNCIL

Bublic Health Deportment,
Council Oflices,
Knutsford,

Ta the Chairman and Members of the
KEnut=slord Urban Ddstrict Council.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In presenting the Annusl Report for 1950 on the health and sanitery
giroumstances in your area, I cannot say that I do so with pleasure becauss
it has fallen to ma to present the report due to the death in September
1961 of Dr, Longbottom. Dr., Longhottom served your Council well and
faithfully since 1948, He was greatly respected as I know full well and
to me he was a clese friend and colleagus.

Knutsford is fast growing in its vopulation. The mid 1960
estimation of the population was 9,400 persons, an increase of 530 over the
1950 estimate and the crude birth rate of 18.6 per thousand of the population
was the highest for many years. Huch of the increase in the population
figure was the result of the Manchcater overspill which acecounted for 150 :
houses being built in 1959. The standardised birth rate was 17.3 per thousand
of the popmlation compared with the national figure of 17.1.

. There were 205 deaths in the distriect giving a crude death rate
of21.8 per thousand of the population, but the standardised death rate was
13.1 oompared with 11.5 for the country as a whole. Disease of bleodvessels
in the brain accounted for 206 of all deaths, 10% were atrributable to coronaxy
srtery disease and 16,3 to other diseases of the heart. Only three denths
wore attributable to cancer of the lung and bronchus.

Godd progress was made in ridding the area of slum property. There
were 67 houses demolished as part of the 5 Year Programme, seven were awaiting
demoliticon and there were six demolition orders outstanding. It is egsentinl
in this year and age that no person should be expected to live in substandard
property and it is hoped that the time is net far distant when the lack of
such essentials ag baths and internal toilets =nd a supply of hot water will

be oonsidered as defects and factors to be assessed in determining whether a
houss is fit er unfit.

I take this opportunity of thnking members of the Health Committee
for their intarest in matters of health in the district and to thank espeoially

the members of the Health Department who have given me every assistance since
my sppointment as Acting Medieal Officer.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your cbadient Servant,

E. H. GORDON.

Acting Medical Officer of Health.
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PART 1.

GEIERAL SYATISTICS

e Tl ] o e g o B i i R s o wss b emenpnses | SpiH5 BOroE.
Avercoe lelpght above sea leval ...ceessrsmsssssrsnrsrrsnsnsnsnsns 210 feet,
Reglstror General's mid-year Estimate of population eseessssssess 7,400
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1959) per rate book sewe-ce... 3,00%
Rateabls Value at lst April, 1960 sevsescevcanans e e T
SBum represented by a penny rate (3lst larch, 1960) .....severaaas £H51,

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births 1560 195
Hubear 175 Lo,
te per 1,000 population 18.6 16,2
Standardised Birth Rate per 1,000 population 17.5 15.k
General Birth Rate (England and Wales) 17.1 16,5
Illegitinate Live Births per cent of total live births 0.87 L
Stillbdirths
Humber : : 2.
Rate nar 1,000 total live and still births 22,5 13,7
Total live and still births 179 146
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year) 8 5
Infant liortolity Rates ;
Total Infont deaths per 1,000 total live births kg, 7 34,7
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births 11.6 2B.7
Tllagitinote infent deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births ¢} 200.0
Neo-natzal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000 :
total live births) 22.9 3h.7
Early Neo-nctal Mortality Rate (deaths under 1 week per .
1,000 total live births) 22.9 20.5
Perinatal llortality Hate (still births and deaths under ;
1 weel: combined per 1,000 total live and still births) k5.7 4.2
Maternnl Hortality (including aborticn)

Nurber of deaths 1 0
Rata per 1,000 total live and still births 5.6 (0]
Total Deaths 205 194,
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 population 21.8 21.9
Stapdnrdised Death Rate per 1,000 population 15.1 13.1
General Death Rate (England and Wales) 11l.5 11.6
Deaths from Tuberculosis 1 0
Decths from Cancer 25 30
Deaths from locidents b =

. The population figures given are for home population and the birth
and deoth rates are based on this figure. ' The atandardised rates are arrived
at after ollowing for the age and gpex distribution of the population, giving a
fairer comparison with those of other areas.

The death rate comparability factor is adjusted specifically to take
into econsideration the presence of any residential institution in each area. '
This mclkes provision for the deaths occurring in Cranford Lodge Hospital amongst
the oged persoms and thus gives a better comparison with the rate for the rest of
the country.
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A,

National Health Act Services and Services

provided by the Cheshire County Council.

Services provided in accordance with the requirements

9i the National Health Service ict, 1946,

15

=

Iy,

- m—

Hosnital Services

Controlling Body Manchester Regional Hospital Board.
Local Hospitals = Administered by North and Mid-Cheshire
Hogpital Management Committee,.
Becretary - Mr. E, Foden, Administrative 0flices,
iltrincham Maternity Home, Sinderland
Road, /iltrinchem.

Hogpitals serving this ares:
denorel cute Coses = Cottaze Hospital, Knutsford.

: Altrincham General Hospital,
Maternity Hospital = Cranford Lodge, Hnutsford - 10 beds.
General Chronic Cases = Cronford Lodge, Knutsford.

A large number of cases from Knutsford are also treated in
Manchester and district Hospitols.

General Practitioner and General Dental Services

Controlling Body = HNatlonal Health Service Executive Council
for Cheshire.
Clerk ~ WMr, F. Hayter, 28 Nicholas Streest, Chester.

Serviceg of Local Health Jfwthority = Cheshire County Council

1. Imbulance Searvice )
2. Immunisation and Vaccinmtion } Altrincham Divisional
3. OCare and after care } Health Committes.
'ty Home Help Service )
i

5« Haternity and Child Welfare
6. Domiciliary Midwifery and
; DMgtrict Nursing.
7« Dental Service = Expectant
and Nursing Mothers and
; Pre School Children
8. Mental Health Service -
Hental Welfare 0fficers:
Hr. Driver }

Hr. Hopikinson ) 1. Clarence Rd.
Hise Jones ) Sale,

County Council
Health Committee.

T Bt Sy N S Nt e

The Mwisional Health Committce area covers Hale U.D,C., Bowdon U.D.C.,
altrincham M.B., Koutsford ¥,0.C, and Bucklow E,D.C. and includes
members of these futhorities, members of the County Council and co-opted
meebers,

Divisional Medieal Officer and Distriet = Dr. D. Longbottem,
1.0.1. for the above districts Mountlands, The Mount, altrinechamn.









The above colifora bacterdia were derived from "aftergrowths" in
deposits in mains. On the some days thot the 26 samples with oold
present were taken, 36 other samples were also taken and these were
coli-free, i.e. excellent. Of the 26 samples with coll present, 20
contained only 1 eoli per 100 mls and 19 of these wers non-fmeczl cold
tipes.

The water supply has been of excellent chemical guality and very
satisfactory boactericleogical gquality throughout the year,"

. Samples of water from two cotisges which are supplicd by walls warﬁ
submitted to the Public Health Laboratory for examination and in each ccas
the report wos satisfactory.

REFUSE COLLECTION

; The Council operate two refu=ze collection vehicles, a Karrier 18 cu.yd..
dunl bip mechine and an 5. and Dy 11 cu.yd. freighter and a weekly collectiom
of house refuse is meintained throughout the district with a more frequent
collection from the larger entering establishments.

.. borus scheme was introduccd in an attempt to increase the efficianmcy
of the service, but this proved to be unsuccessful and was discontinued,

IIIUSE DISPOSAL

all refuse was disposed of by controlled tipping at the Shaw Heath s
Tip vhere a full-time attendant is employed, together with a Fordson Troctor
fitted with leading shovel and blade for levelling and covering refusa.
This machine proved to be too light for the excavation of comsclidated moterial
and compaction of refuse, and the supply of covering material is still o, preblon,
vhilst a series of tip fires further aggravated the situation. Periodio visits,
werae made to the tip by the Regional Pests Officer of the Ministry of .priculture,
Fisheries and Food, when any advice given was actad upon.

5.LV.GE

The price of mixed waste paper ramained constant at £7. 10s. Od. per ton.
during the year and a separate collection was provided from business promises.

The following table showes the amount and value of salvage collected
compared with the previous year:=

TDI'.I.E - % *® Ep ﬂ'l E - ﬂ-i
1960 55 £ 2 385, 10, 6.
1955 5§ 9 0 0. 19, 1.

SEIE /GE /D SBW.GE DISPOS/L

.11 the sewerage from the Urbon District, with the exception of a small.
aren east of King Street, which is pumped through a rising main ianto tho King
Streot sewer, is carried by grovitating sewers to the disposal works situatod
on the bank of the Birkin Brook on the north east boundary of the town. i1l
gamploa of effluent taken by the lersey River Board during the year were alaaﬂaﬁ
as satlsfoctory.

Trouble was experienced with the drainage installation at a large country
house, which was taken over by o Commerciasl undertaling, for use as officcs.
.t onc time some 600 persons were caployed there with consequent overloading of
the drainage installation and pollution of a nearby lake, When the attention.
of the Company was drasn to this siate of affairs they agrecd to provide. pumping. -
installation to pump the sewage into the Council's sewer, and such schemo hos 'baml.
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CERTIFIC..IES OF MEANS OF ESCAPE TN Casi OF FIRE.

Cne ceriificate was issued during the year with regard to adeguate
means of esocpe in case of fire at factory premises, but this duty will be
taken over by the County Fire Service in the new year.

SMOKE ABATRNENT

There ore four industrial boiler installaticns in the district, twe
of which use antomatic stokers, onc is oil fired and cne usee smokeless fuel,
Automatic stokers have only recently becn instslled to one of the furnaces
botsericus ;rit emission was expericnced. Representations were made to the
persons resionsible whe considercd the provision of grit arrestors, but in
view of the aje of the beilers they agzrccd to scrap those and to install new
oil fired oncs. This action is now avnited and when implemented will overcomo
the problem.

EQDEIT COM'A0L

The Council have one part-time operator, who has been trained by the
Mini=try of lgriculture, Fisheries =nd Food and demestic properties are
treated free of charge.

The folloiding table gives detoils of infestationsz and treatments carried
out during thoe year.

H =i |
i ! Local | | Business | Totals of | Agrioul |
| |Aushority] Private, and other | Cols. 1.2.3. turahi
; i sl Sy - : H ; ——— I. :
| i i T I 1
1 1. Humber of properties in , | : i ; i
Local Juthy's District L 8 2942 THE Y Sl |- S
i — FOEE] (e fuck H : = i
L) i H ] a
I—a. Propertice inspected E I i i
a3 a result of: f : l i !
(a) Motification g 6L | 12 | 73 | e
(b) Survey under the Act| 0 134 10 l 1hk 5 |
(o) Otherwise : 8 92 | 27 ! 127 F L
11 : :
T T
3. Prepertiecs found to be I i ! 1
infosted by: i ' |
(a) Rats (Major & Minor); 3 8h R 9k 0
(b) Mice (ilajor & Minor), 4 2 | 5 | 21 0
b, Infesied Properties ! ! ; .
treated by the L.k. ; 7 FloeG 11 114 a
1 T i ] L H 1
DISB-TT" Na.:r.nl'.-.l

Du.rhg the year twe disinfections were carried out, ome following the
death of a tenont of one of the Council's houses and the other following the
death of a 7.5, patient.

DISTMFEST.TY0H

On one occasion the contents of a house were removed and destroyed and
the house treated follewing the death of the occupier, whilst in a further ca=e

& houso uas. treated with insecticide mnd the tenant removed to g cleansing station

for trootment.






















