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KINGSBRIDGE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

e

Annual Report
OF THE
Medical Officer of Health

FOR THE YEAR 1962

Medical Officer of Health : R, B. WALKER, M.Rr.C.S., L.R.C.P,, D.P.H.

Deputy Medical Officer of Health : W. H. COWPER,
M.B., B,.CH,, B.A.O,

Engines=r, Surveyor and Public Health Inspector : L. J. HILL,
) AM.I.MUN.E., M.R.S.H.

MRg. CHAIRMAN, LADY AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present the Report on the health of the district for
the year 1962.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (in Acres)—1,1471.

Population—The Registrar-General’s estimate of the resident
population—3,210.

Number of inhabited houses at 31st March, 1962, according to
the Rate Book—1,077.

Number of unoccupied houses—14.
Rateable Value as at 1st April, 1962—£50,399.
Sum represented by a Penny Rate—£204.

Kingsbridge has been, and is, the centre of the area of
South Devon known as the South Hams.

This is a coastal area of great and outstanding natural beauty,
much used by people from the rest of the country as a holiday area.
The unsullied scenery, unpolluted air, freedom from the scenes and
frustrations which one is apt to associate with big conurbations
or industrial areas, and the peace of what is so far a largely unspoiled
countryside and coast, all in my view tend to give conditions highly
favourable to a healthy life of at least Biblical span.









GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

The Public Health Officers of the Authority are a Medical Officer
of Health (also Medical Officer of Health of Plympton Rural District,
Kingsbridge Rural District and Salcombe Urban District).

Deputy Medical Officer of Health (occasional).
One full-time Engineer, Surveyor and Public Health Inspector.

Laboratory Facilities., The Public Health Laboratory Service
provides a service at the South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital,
Plymouth, for the investigation uf communicable diseases and the
examination of milk, water supplies, ice cream and foodstuffs, ete.

Personal Health Services. The Devon County health handbook
gives details of the various services provided in the district by the
County.

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS).
During the Year 1962,
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water Supply.

The water supply remains the responsibility of the South Devon
Water Board and I have no useful comment to make on the supply
or purity, both of which are highly satisfactory.

The central government policy of re-grouping water under-
takings gradually moved nearer to fulfilment during the year, and
we now know that the existing Water Board will be very much
enlarged and become the South West Devon Water Board in 1963.

This will not affect the sources of supply now used for this
area, and I do not feel that, from the public health peint of view,
much will be noticed.

Drainage and Sewerage.

The small extension to which I referred in my report for 1961
was completed in this year, and not only catered for the rather
small housing estate for the Council, but made provision for further
extensions being planned.

Private schemes for new housing development were either
approved or being considered, and all of these will necessarily require
new sewers and connections to the existing trunk system. It is
not anticipated that any of these will make any great difference
to the main system.

Some information about the new type of sewage disposal
machine which we went to Canterbury to see in 1961 was forth-
coming in 1962, but I regret to say it was disappointing. It appears
to be all a question of scale. The machine seems to work admirably
in prototype form but when enlarged for usc at a normal disposal
works give rise to technical problems which appear either to make
it uneconomical or to be so far incapable of solution.

I intend to keep this matter under review to see if the machines
can become a practical proposition.

Housing.

The roads and services for housing scheme 10 were completed
in the late spring and the house building contractors started work
in July.

As a result work restarted on the clearance programme and
at the end of the year eight houses in Ebrington Street had been
completely dealt with. Seven of the houses were the subjects of
undertakings not to re-let for human habitation and the eighth
was to be retained and repaired to modern standards.

The programme will continue in the coming year and more
results will be apparent in future reports.

Public Cleansing.
I have no need to comment on the system of refuse collection
and disposal ; it remains good from both aspects.


















