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KINGSBRIDGE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR 1960

Medical Officer of Health: R. B. WALKER, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,, D.P.H.
Deputy Medical Officer of Health : W. H. CowPER, M.B., B.CH., B.A.0.

Surveyvor and Public Health Inspector: L. J. HiLy,
A.M.I.MUN.E., M.R.S.H.

MR. CHAIRMAN, LADY AND GENTLEMEN,
I beg to present the Report on the health of the district for
the year 1960.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA
Area (in Acres)—1,1473.

Population—The Hegistrar-General's estimate of the resident
population—3,100.

Number of inhabited houses at 31st March 1960 according to
the Rate Book—1,066.

Number of unoccupied houses—23.
Rateable Value as at 1st April 1960—£48,000.
Sum represented by a Penny Rate—£207.

The town of Kingsbridge is the market centre of an agricul-
tural and highly attractive country district, and its inhabitants
are mainly engaged in commerce.

The social conditions are generally favourable to health and
longevity.
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CAUSES OF DEATH

Tuberculosis of the Respiratory System
Other forms of Tuberculosis
Syphilitic Disease

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococcal Infections

Acute Poliomyelitis

Measles ?

Other Infective anr_l Parasmc DISEEISE'
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast
Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus

Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia

Diabetes .
Vascular Lesions of Nervnus System
Coronary Disease, Angina s
Hypertension with Heart Disease
Other Heart Diseases

Other Circulatory Disease

Influenza

FPneumonia

Bronchitis

Other Diseases of Resplramr:f S:,rst.em
Ulecer of Stomach and Duodenum ...
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea
Nephritis and Nephrosis

Hyperplasia of Prostate

*Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion
Congenital Malformations

Other defined and ill-defined Diseases
Motor Vehicle Accidents

All other Accidents

Suicide -
Homicide and Dperatmns of War
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE
AREA

The Public Health Officers of the Authority are a Medical
Officer of Health (also Medical Officer of Health of Plympton
Rural District, Kingsbridge Rural District and Salcombe Urban
District).

Deputy Medical Officer of Health (occasional).
One fulltime Surveyor and Public Health Inspector.

LABORATORY FACILITIES. The Public Health Labora-
tory Service provides a service at the South Devon and East
Cornwall Hospital, Plymouth, for the investigation of communic-
able diseases and the examination of milk, water supplies, ice
cream and foodstuffs, etc.

PERSONAL HEALTH SERVICES. The Devon County
health handbook gives details of the wvarious services provided
in the district by the County.

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS)
DURING THE YEAR 1960

Total Cases Admitted

Disease Notified to Hospital Deaths
Measles 50 — -
Scarlet Fever 1 —_— Lt

51 — —
TUBERCULOSIS
NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1960
New cases Deaths
Non- Non.

Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory
AgePeriods M F. M. F. M. H: M. #
Under 1 year — — —_ — — — —
1—5 years —_ — —_ — —_ — —_ —
5—15 years —_ - —_ — _— — —_ =
15—25 years —_ — —_ — — — —_ =
250-—32 years — — — —_ —_ = -—
Jo—40 years _— — — — — — —
45—>00 years —_ — —_ —
J0—65 years — — -
65 years and

Lpwards —_ — =t oy .

Totals —_ — — el o



SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

WATER SUPPLY. Although the local Water Board was
deeply occupied with wvarious schemes for re-grouping and
re-organisation these semi-political and administrative problems
had no effect on the continued supply of water to the area.

During 1960 the quantity and guality remained at the former
highly satisfactory levels, and although, because of the inter-
national situation, questions were raised about possible dangers
to public health arising from the contamination of the suppiy by
radio active fall-out or other nuclear means, from the information
available to me 1T am satisfied that the public is, at present at
any rate, facing no danger in this respect.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. There were no large exten-
sions to the system during the year nor were any untoward
problems encountered.

I feel that, while on the whole the system is satisfactory it
would not be waste of time if consideration could be given at
some appropriate time in the future, to the question of improving
the method of disposal.

HOUSING. My remarks for 1959 regarding the housing
demand apply equally to 1960 and although the demand is small
in proportion it is steady, and an amount of work on slum clear-
ance awaits the building of new houses to provide the necessary
alternative accommodation.

Toward the end of the year 1 am advised that the progress
on the design of the new estate was slowed because of differing
points of view between the Planning Authority, the Council and
the Ministry, but I look forward confidently to much better
progress in the future.

The first scheme for the modernisation of older council
houses was completed and is highly successful. This policy is
a good one and [ fully endorse the wisdom of the Council in
continuing this work with further schemes.

PUBLIC CLEANSING. This weekly collection of refuse
remains as before but this year I was glad to see a modern
dustless vehicle of the most advanced type in full use.

This innovation was, and is, a vast improvement on the

prev_ious “side loader ™ wehicle and has resulted in an improved
service.

FOOD

1. The numbers of types of food premises in the area
are as follows:

Greengrocer, 5; Grocer, 14; Butcher, 5: Restaurants, 5:
Wet Fish Shops, 1; Fried Fish Shops, 2: Baker, 4.
In addition to the above, one person maintains premises for

the reception, cleaning and preparation for sale of wet fish and
thereafter sells from a properly constructed vehicle.


















