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KINGSBRIDGE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

EDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

For THE YEAR 1958

Medical Officer of Health : Dr. R. B. WALKER, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
D.P.H,

Deputy Medical Officer of Health : Dr. W, H. COWPER, M.B.,
B.CH., B.A.O.

Surveyor and Public Health Inspector : Mr. L. J. HiLL,
A.M.I.MUN.E., M.R.S.H.

MRr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present the Report on the health of the district for
the year 1958.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (in Acres)—1,1473.

Population—The Registrar General’s estimate of the resident
population—3,120,

Number of inhabited houses (end of 1957) according to the
Rate Book—1,031.

Number of unoccupied houses—13.
Rateable Value—/£48,432.
Sum represented by a Penny Rate—£182.

The town of Kingsbridge is the market centre of an agricultural
and highly attractive country district, and its inhabitants are
mainly engaged in commerce.

The social conditions are generally favourable to health and
longevity.
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CAUSES OF DEATH

Tuberculosis of the Respiratory System
Other forms of Tuberculosis ..
Syphilitic Disease ... ... @ ...
Diphtheria . 80wl
Whooping Cough ... Lt
Meningococcal Infections ... ...
Acute Poliomyelitis A e e
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Other Infective and Parasatm DIEEH.SB
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast =~ ...
Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus

Other Malignant and Lymphatic NEﬂplasms

Leukaemia, Aleukaemia ... = ..
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Vascular Lesions of Nervous System ...

Coronary Disease, Angina
Hypertension with Heart Disease ..
Other Heart Diseases ... ..
Other Circulatory Disease ...

Influenza = ..
Pneumonia = ..

Bronchitis = ..
Other Diseases of Resplratory System

Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum ...
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea ..
Nephritis and Nephrosis ... ..
Hyperplasia of Prostate ... ...

. *Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion ...

Congenital Malformations ... ...

Other defined and ill-defined Diseases

Motor Vehicle Accidents ... ...
All other Accidents ... ..
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Homicide and Dperatmns of War:

aaaaaa

111111

T B SR

—
'-H'ﬂ:'

| e |

27

R T [ T A S [ - % 1

|

||

S






SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER SUPPLY. The public supply is from the South
Devon Water Board ; it continues to be abundant and of good
quality,

It is hoped that the new filtration plant will be in operation
during 1959.

During the past year, 93 samples of water were submitted for
bacteriological examination. Results were as follows : Satisfactory
87, Unsatisfactory 6.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. No new works were done
but an extensive programme of machine cleaning was carried out.
This showed that the main sewers had been badly restricted by
silt over many years.

The results of the work were very satisfactory.

PUBLIC CLEANSING. Tle system remains precisely as in
previous years,

HOUSING. The contract for Old Folks Flats and Bungalows
was completed during 1958. The tenants have, without exception,
said how pleased they are with the results.

Also during the year the first two houses built solely for slum
clearance were completed and occupied by families removed from
premises to be demolished.

Four further houses were considered under the Slum Clearance
scheme, and to deal with these the Council bought and renovated
two cottages and accepted undertakings to repair the other two by
the owners.

At the end of the year the Council owned 179 houses, 52 flats
and 6 bungalows.

FOOD STUFFS CONDEMNED. 433 tins various, 44 jars
various, 51 lbs. cooked ham, 1 box haddock, 42 lbs. herrings,
941 lbs. bacon.

FOOD.

1. The numbers of types of food premises in the area remain
as follows :

Greengrocer, 5; Grocer, 14; Butcher, 5; Restaurants, 6;
Wet Fish Shops, 1; Fried Fish Shops, 2 ; Baker, 4.

In addition to the above, one person maintains premises for
the reception, cleaning and preparation for sale of wet fish and
thereafter sells from a properly constructed wvehicle.


















