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KINGSBRIDGE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Annual ‘Report

OF THE

ACedical Officer of Health
For the Year 1937.

Medical Officer of Health : Dr. W. C. SMALES, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
D.P.H.
Deputy Medical Officer of Health : Dr. W. H. COWPER,
M.B., B.CH., B.A.O.
Surveyor and Senior Sanitary Inspector : MR. N. C. HARRIS,
A.LAS., C.RS.L
Second Sanitary Inspecior: MR. R. B. BAILEY, C.R.S.I., M.S.LA.
Inspector of Meat and Foods (resigned 30/11/37).
Second Sanitary Imspector : MR. M. S. POWLING, C.R.5.1.,
Inspector of Meat and Foods (appointed 7/2/38).

MRg. CHAIRMAN, Miss CALEY AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present my Report for the Year 1937.
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area.—70,818 acres.
Population.—10,580,

Number of Inhabited Houses at the end of 1937, according to
the Rate Book.—3,630.

Number of Unoccupied Houses.—172.

Rateable Value.—£51,809.

Sum represented by a Penny Rate.—£227 14s. 3d.

The Area is mainly an agricultural one, although on the coast
line many of the inhabitants are employed in sea-faring pursuits.

There is an annual influx of visitors during the holiday season
over the whole of the district, to which they are attracted by the
favourable climate and the beauty of the surroundings.

The conditions of employment and environs are conducive to
health and longevity.















Isolation Hospital.—None in the district, but by arrangement
with the Plymouth City Council, infectious cases requiring hospital
treatment may be sent to Swilly Isolation Hospital, Plymouth.
The Council have also an arrangement with the Paignton Urban
District Council, by which infectious cases requiring hospital
treatment can be sent to their Isolation Hospital.

The arrangements referred to are provisional only, pending
the completion and adoption of a scheme under Section 63 of the
Local Government Act, 1929, for the provision of hospital accom-
modation for this part of the Administrative County, and which
scheme is in course of preparation.

Maternity and Child Welfare Centre.—There is a centre in
Kingsbridge, which is open on the Ist and 3rd Tuesday in each
month, and one at Slapton (monthly meeting, 1st Wednesday).

The attendance for the year was as follows :

Number of  Mothers  Infants Children
Openings present. present. 1 to 5 years.
Kingsbridge ... 18 384 113 423
Slapton o 10 59 30 47

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supplies.—The parishes in the district are mainly
supplied by public water supplies from local sources derived from
wells and springs. Supplies were analysed during the year and
some of them proved unsatisfactory. The prolonged period of
dry weather during the summer has shown that these supplies are
still far from adequate.

THE KINGSBRIDGE AND SALCOMBE WATER BOARD ACT,
1937.

In the 1936-37 Session of Parliament, the Kingsbridge and
Salcombe Water Board successfully promoted a Bill to alter the
constitution of the Board and to make the Kingsbridge Rural
District Council a constituent authority and to authorize the con-
struction of additional water works.

By this a water supply will be obtained for the contributory
places within the Rural District which should prove sufficient to
meet all demands for many years to come.

The Council will, in April, 1938, become a constituent authority
of the Kingsbridge and Salcombe Water Board and steps will im-
mediately be taken to construct additional waterworks throughout
the district. The villages of West Alvington and South Milton
will take precedence.



A number of improvements and extensions to water supplies
have been carried out during the year.

Drainage and Sewerage.—During the year the sewerage works
at Modbury and Slapton were completed.

These works and the ones completed last year at Kingston,
Torcross and Inner Hope are now in operation and appear to be
working satisfactorily, although an alteration is required to the
outfall at Hope.

40 new drains were laid and tested during the year.

The systematic conversion of privy middens to pail closets
or water closets is being carried out where found necessary. Three
privies have been converted during the year.

Seavenging.—Scavenging of the whole of the district is now
done by private contract. Difficulties have arisen, but the scheme
now appears to be working satisfactorily.

PARISH NOTES.

(NoTE.—In order to obtain adequate supervision over sewerage
works and water supplies, the Council appointed a full-time
water and sewerage bailiff during the year.)

Aveton Gifford.—Minor works have been carried out to the
water supplies of this village.

Buckland-tout-Saints.—Private works of sewerage to four
cottages have been carried out in this village.

Blackawton.—The water supply to this village is still under
consideration and surveys of the village have been made.

Charleton,—Following improvements to the septic tank in this
village, no nuisance was caused during the year.

Chivelstone.—The question of providing a water supply to
East Prawle was considered during the year, and bore holes have
been sunk with a view to providing a piped supply to the village.

East Allington.—Improvements are still required to the sewerage
works at East Allington and it is hoped that this work will be carried
out at an early date.

It is also proposed to augment the water supplv as this village
will not be affected by the provisions of the Water Board.

East Portlemouth.—A nuisance arising from the sewerage outfall
at East Portlemouth occurred during the year, but was subsequently
abated. The Council are now negotiating with a view to pur-
chasing land for the improvement of these works.

Kingston.—The new improvements to the sewerage works are
satisfactory.

Loddiswell.—An extension of the sewer in this village has been
carried out during the year.



Slapton.—To augment the existing supply a new well has been
sunk and the water pumped to the reservoir. This is a temporary
arrangement pending the arrival of the Moorland supply.

Strete.—The Council has under consideration a scheme to
augment the existing supply, as this village will not be supplied by
the Moorland water.

HOUSING.

During the year a considerable number of housing inspections
were carried out with a view to further consideration of including
houses 1n a slum clearance scheme.

A number of owners have carried out repairs and improvements
to their houses following informal notices.

The Council are still considering the question of re-housing
tenants who will be displaced following the demolition of houses
subsequent to the last Slum Clearance Enquiry.

Sites have been obtained in some cases, and plans are being
prepared.

Housing (Rural Workers) Aet, 1926.—To date, 17 houses have
been thoroughly reconditioned under the above Act, and there
scems every possibility that during the next year this number
will be very considerably increased.

Housing Statistics :
1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the year :
(1) (a) Total Number of Dwelling-houses inspected
for defects under Public Health or Housing
Acts
(6) Number of Inspectmns made for the purpnse
(2) (@) Number of Dwelling-houses included in sub-
head (1) above which were inspected and re-
corded under the Housing Consolidation
Regulations, 1925 1 30
(b) Number of Inspections made for the purpnse 37
(3) Number of Dwelling-houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as to
be unfit for habitation .... 125
(4) Number of Dwelling-houses exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head
found not to be in all respects reasnnahljr fit
for human habitation .... 39
2. Number of Dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequenc:e
of informal action by the Local Authunt}r or
their officers ... 18
3. Action under Statutory Powers dunng the }rear vea oD

25



Housing Aect, 1936 (Overcrowding).

The Council still have under consideration the re-housing, etc.,
of persons living in overcrowded dwellings. Properties are still
being measured under this Act in order that information may be
inserted in the rent books by the respective owners.

At the end of the year there were 14 cases of overcrowding in
the district, as compared with 24 cases when the original survey
was made. It is improbable that there will be any further decrease
in this number by natural adjustments, such as the marriage and
departure from home of sons and daughters.

OVERCROWDING TABLE.

(@) The number of Dwelling-houses overcrowded at the end
of the year together with the number of families and the
number of persons dwelling therein :

Number of Dwelling-houses overcrowded 14
Number of families ' 14
Total number of persons concerned ... 97

(b) The number of new cases of overcrowding reported ... Nil

(¢) The number of cases of overcrowding relieved and the
number of persons concerned :

Number of Cases 2
Numter of Persons 29
Cases relieved by Local ﬁuthﬂ-nty i

(d) Particulars of any cases in which Dwelling-houses in res-
pect of which the LLocal Authority have taken steps for
the abatement of overcrowding have again become over-
crowded ol i

(¢) Any other particulars with respect to conditions in
relation to overcrowding which the Minister may from
time to time require :

Number of houses measured and recorded mh 52
Building Progress : Number of Houses erected :
Without State assistance ... . 40
With State assistance under the Hnusmg Acts iy ML
Number of Plans submitted et 118
Number of Plans approved 216

Block Plans for layouts submitted anl:l apprnved 1












