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KIDDERMINSTER RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL,

Anauel Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the
yoear ending Decembor.3lst.191B,
peoooocccoococ00000000000c0c000000000

Mr Chuirmen £ Eentleuen, '

In accordince with the requirzamgnts of the Locsl Governmend
Board,it is my plessure onc? again to present to you the Annual
Report of the Meuical Oifficor of Health for tha Rural District
Council.

In the first cuese the nuestion of Housing demuands seriocus «nd
urgent sttention, The Housing & Town Plunning Act cewe into eperat-
ion in 1£08,und good work was done by your Council under this Law.

. \The War suspended operations under this head for the time being.

An unprecedented shortage of hcouses everywhere has forced the
matter before the public mind «nd the Government, through the
County Councils, have boen presaing forward the question of Housing
pnder this Act. Authcrities, tco,huve power to close dwellings
unfit fer habitation. "Slumdom"is not! confined to large centres:
in villege life und surroundinge the nead for heslthier dwellinge
and decent sccommodation ia falt am Keenly a8 in other araas: and
it i8 hoped that this,«s well a2 the provision for 4n adejuate
water supply end the affective system of meweruge will not be
overlooked.

It is gratifying to think that with the return of our Soldiers
to wiviliun life,the public conacience is being awulened to the
need for healthier surrounuings and there is every prospect that
within the next year cr twe 4 healthioer public spirit will have
been created. o]

With those mattara in aboyance the work of the Sanitury
Inapector has bean increasingly important and more difficult,and
the carrying through of this work,vhich has been conasigtently and
thoroughly donoe(puraly in the intersests of the public health of
tha District ho servos) has been of the greatest assistance to ue,
and to the benefit of the public undsr our carwe.

It givea m3 greudt pledsure to stata thut Mr Llowsllyn brings
to his busineas a trained experience und 4 mind thoroughly inter-
estad in his work,end I deliberately state,that I aw of the opanion
that my Council are very fortunate in rotaining his services.

Perscnally,he iz invaluable to me,

Before entering into the details of the Resport,I must refer
to the scourge which has decimutod so many in this «nd other
countries,

Influenza hae this ye.r tuken on & new Terror,which,not all
the medical skill in the country could succesafully combat at
once, The disedse has2 not been confined to any clasas of society
or district,but attacked pick and poor,young and old,und its
virulence was only ejualled by the suddenness of the seizure.

For the first time avery achocl in the area of the Rural
District Council has been closed and in some cases the pericds
of closure have had to be extended for & month. The serious nature
of the ovtbreak left me no .iternative.

The serious character of the Influenzu epidemic is raflected
in the Regiastrar CGensral's return,but happily in this distriot
there has been no excessive mortaslity: .nd oven in Cctcber snd
November when the disecae took its wost serious turn,the dedlha
wers nct abnormecl.






(2)

Births. The puaber of Birtha registered in the Jiﬂﬁrlut wag 9b»
agqual to <¢n amnual birth rate of 12.15 per 1880 of the
population, For the same period tihe figure for England
& Wales im 17.7. In passing it —1L it be pointed out

thut in 1814 t:"ll'?l"-.‘. ware 148 birthe: in 1816, 1%1: and
in 1916. 121: a¢ that thore haes boon = decided deoclins
in ths birth rate during the War pericd, This yeur,
however, is the lowest noi: ;#u veachsd,

Oane illngitlmuta oirth n1y Va8 registarad.

Deaths., The number of de.tihs registcrad wus 80 & deuth rato of
12.19 per 1000 for the whole disirict. Only in a fow
ingtances has the rate been lower. The rotsz for England
& Males is 17.6 per 1000. Bighteen repidsnta of the
digtrict have died in other diatricie., Thesse huve been
notified to 2@ by the Registrer General and are includad
in the tablesa. Six deaths of noi-residonta cecurred inp
our District and have besen trunsferred to the distriecta
to which they belongsad.

Infantile

Bortality.The nunber of deaths among children under one y2ar was
4 only. Thias is so exceptional u= teo call for more than
passing notice cnd betckens ¢ more careful regard for
ehild-life. The preservation of infant life becomes
dudly a matter of increusing importance,and if the
ravages cf War uro to be made gcod,there muat bo greater
care taken of tha children.

The cuuse of tho deuths of these four children,which all
oceurred in the Wolverley District,was:- Bronchitis 2:
Influenza 1 : «nd Convuleions 1 .

Infecticus

Diseawes. Scarlet Fover. Seven cases were notifiod,but happily nc
daathe were recorded. Four households were attacked: in
two of tho houase there were othor children,but se
effective ware the precauntionary ueasures taken that in
neither case wao the dizeuse transmitted.

My experience as your Medical Officer confirms an opinicn
I have long held that Scariatina may be safely isoluted
at home without tirained nureing,provided the person in
charge ia cupable and conscisntious.

Diphtheria. This malignant disesse has been less prevalent,ana
geven c«seg only were notified, These were gmerally of
a4 mild character,and only one death took place.

Enteric

Fover. During the yeur no cuses have been reportad.

Measles. An unusually mild attack of Measles broke out,and 23
cuses in all-compured with 34 the previocus year-were
Notified.
FNo dewths wers recorddd which suggests the nild charscter
of the diseuse.

Whooping

Cough. In addition to the notifieble discunes,an epidamic of
Whooping Cough asserted itselfl in the Blakeshall part of
the Wolvarley dietrict from Muy to July. Ho deaths were
recorded,

Ophthalmia

Neonatorum. The district hag heen free from thia troublesome
¢omplaint during the year.
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Erysipelas. Thruez cases were notified: Cne from Chuudesloy Eurpmtt{

Phthisis.

Puarperel
Fever.

Ozoe from Wribbenhall;und one from Oldinghon- all of a

mild charseter «nd chiefly following <ccidents.,

This disease is unfortunuatsly growing. There iz roovum tor
elfective propaganda a8 to the serious nature of this
malady,which annually takes wway 80 many valuable lives.
The walue of light -nd vaptilation and the laws of
hygiens ars too little understood,«nd thers ia abundant
acope for intelligent,cducatlionasl work.

Sixtean cuses vere notified,four of which ware reported
by the County Echool Mediczl Cfficers.

Five dostha ware attributable to Phihigis or Tubercle of
thoe Luaga.

Your Inspactor at onca inspectad the houses in whieh
deaths had oceurred. They were thorcughly disinfected
and cleunsed, and whenever possible,clotbing and bedding
removed for steal sterilization. Full enguiries were
wade .nd notesc taken as to possible sourco of infection.
The sarioua nature of this maludy cun hurdly be exagrer-
atoad.

Cne caasa of Puerperal Favar coccurred during the year.In
this case & juulified trained Wurae wus in «ltiendance,us
woll a8 a Medical man.

Spocial disinfaction wag curried cut.

Water Supply. The wutoer supply of the District gsnsrally is good,

Housing

but in ¥Wribbeahall and other purts of the cistrict
contanination is feared,cnd careful inspection is carried
cut.

Six samples were tuhen fromn Wribbenhall and submitted
for Analyais. Two of these wers certified us "Unfit foe
drinking purposes". As showing how necassary constant
vigilunce is,it is only necessary to refor to th2 cuse
of pollution reported upon by the Inspector.

An incre<sa in the number of house connactione «t W'hall
has takon place.

An officient and plentiful supply of water is ona of the
beat safeguards to public health.

& Town Planning Act. 127 houses have boen re-inspected in the

Milk.

Parish of VWribbenhall. Gemarally speking,the sanitary
defecta wers of u minor sharscter and wore dealt with
at the instigstion of your S.nitury Inspoctor.

The Hilk supply of the District is good and fairly
plentiful. It has boeen systemuticully kept under obser-
vation,snd Cowshods ana other Buildinge heve been per-
iodically inspect=d. Clewnsing «nd limewashing rezuire-
menta have been carricd out.

An unusual ca8e cccurred whore o @en,who,two yeers prev-
iously, hud been notificd to me ws suffering from Phtihisis,
applied to be registered as & Milk-seller., He w3 howaver
prohibited from doing oo. The re.sen for this may not be
soen at first glance,but the dunger of infaction is so
gract that not for e mowent could this be tolerated.






Milk. Continued,. (4}

At Sunnyside,Frunche,sickness among childrsn of the
Union broke cut. At first the suggestion was thut the
illness wes causad by the Milk,which waz obtuined from
& Tarmar at Habberlay. Enquiries were made,but nct the
slighteat suepicion could be fastened upon the milk
BUTDLY s
A cas8 of Diphtherie ocourred in June at the houasa of a
Cowkesper =nd Milkaellar., The patiant wuad ¢ girl of
5 ysars,who wea being treated &t home. The sale of milk
¥u3 prohibited for three weeks,until all dangor of
infection wus pust.

Cloging

of Scheola. Tha seriocus naeture of the outbreuk of Influsnza
nacessitated the closing of 4ll the achoola in tha
District. I hdve referrad alsevheérc to this malady,which,
while it lasted,wus of « virulent nature.
There are Nine schoole in the area off the Council.
¥ribbenhall Council School waa closed from July.l3th.to
27th. owing to the Influenzu, On Cctober.28th.I consider-
ed it wdvisable to cleso &ll the Schoolo in the District,
vhile the acourge was ot its height.
Wribbanhall Council School was sagain closed ut & later
period from Decembar.llth for 10 days,«nd Cookley schoclse
from December.l6th.for € daya.
Thia had o salutary offect upon the opidemic which,towurd.
the end of the year,abatoa considsrably.

Overcrcwding. The Inspector reported one somewhat serxous casa of
ovarcrowding,which, besides being indecent,vas diaturbing,
«8 showing evidunce of the way soms peocple live.
The nuisance was abatod on notificuation after the premises
hud been visited by the Insapector «and oyself.
There were other cases,but all of & miner charactor,und
were «bated on Service of Notica,

River

Pollution. Feriodical inspection of the Rivers ure nude,and no
case3 have oither baen notified or discovored during the
yaar.

Dizoases of
Animals Acta. Therc has been no c<B2 of Anthrux reported during

the year.

Slaughter-housea, These have been regularly vipited by your
Sanitury Inspactor,.nd detuils will be found in his
report.

Food Supply. Your Inspector hes been most vigilant in his super-
vigion of the Meat and othar Pood supplies. No proseed—
ings have been taken,buv from & veristy of causes it
has been necoss.ry tc condamn 400 ibe of frozen Beef,
and 350 1bs of Becon und Ham as "Unfit for human
consumption"

A pig at Harvingtion wus also condomnad.

Scavenging. In Wribbenhall an wdeguate system of scavenging ie in
vogue. This important work is carriad cut with regular-
ity and efficiency.

During the year 51 Aphbins hoeve been provided,and 13
Ashpits und privy-middens have been convertad to Pun
Closets.
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Nuisances. Som: mattara requiring iomediute sbutemant ware roporte:

Drainago.

FPacteories

2d to nDe

At Ccokley & lurga guuntity of Swedes in o dacomposed
stute was found on Cocklay Tip-probubly 1C to 15 tons-
In the ccndition in which they wers founa thay con-
atituted & nuisance,snd & positive danger to he:zlth. The
ownar,upen baing noitifizd,rromised to cover thea up with
clean @cil,«nd this was,avantually,donz.

The Tip at Cookleoy ,g2nsrally si9uking,is now wall kept,
and thers sseus every likelihecd of this coadition being
Baintained in the futues.

Sone inmprovemanta in the Droin.ge systems of a4 number of
houaea have been arffected. 38 draine vere l«id or re-laid
in conncction with the Inspscrors'depuriment,.nd B8 were
clecnsed and rapeired. Chemical testa wers applied in

27 inst.ncaas. 12 new dumbwello were constructad where no
auwers previoualy existea,and 23 were rereired. 19 wuste-—
pipes,ias.nit.ry sinka, ate.,were roctifiad,

& Verkshops. Theas bhave bsen regularly visited «nd atisntion given

to tho sanit.ry uarrangedents.
Thare «ro ac Out-worksrs in the District.

Bakshousea. These pleces have bean curried on in « suatisfectory

manner during the yaar. All bukzhousos in the district
have conformed to the Luaw and have baan repularly lime-
waBhed.

Thore are ao undorground bukehcuses in the Diatrict.

Midwives Acts,otc., These Acts ure auministered by the Couvaty

Conmon

Maaical Officer,tc whea «ll notifications arz seat. All
notified births which nead to b2 visited urse sttsanded

by the County Hovalth Visitore,who are «ppointed for evary
Purish and Loc¢clity in tha County.

Lodzing Houses.There are nc Common Lodping Houses or Collur Dwall-

ings in the Diatrict.

Conclugion.

It ia ny plecsurc once ugsin to testify to the intelli-
gence and Zeul displayed by your S«nitury Inspector,whoae
work in this District-u Districit comprising 11 Parishas-
haa been marked by conscientious care,greéest tuct,«nd
thoroughness.

His Co-operaticn,.ssistance, nd re<ciness have been
invselucble,.nd he bringe <o horetofore,resl intereati

-ad initistive toc hie work,

I cannot conclude my Annuzl Report without oace mars
acknowledging the help and sympathy of the Membera of
the Council in my work sa3 your Medical Officer of Health.

I. have tha honour to remain,
Your Obuedient Servunt,

Bertram Addenbrooke. M.D.






Annual Report of the Inspsctior of Nuisances for the yiar
ending Decenmbsr.3lst.l91E.
gcocooooeococc00000CC000000CUCCOCOCoD
Kidusrminstar,
Hareh,.1910,
To the Chairnmian & Menbaraz of the
Kiaderainster Rural Districy Ccuncil.

Gentlemen,

I havs the honour to present to you oy 10th Annuul Report of
the Scnitary <nd other work curried out in my Departzent during the
year ending Docember.Zlat.1018.

HULBANCES,

The tctul number of nuisances or infringements undsr the var-—
ioud Acts Icund and reported upca during th2 yeur amounted to 763,
of which 725 have been remedied,leaving 38 remaining on tha Books
at the end of the year.

There is a pioeca cf l.nd oz the Cansl Side atl Cookley which is
uaed by the Centracter te the Town Council of Kidderminater as a
TIF and the condition of which hao 4t times occesioned anxiety. On
one occasion between 10 and 15 tons of decouposing Swedes ware
aliowed tc remain there—congtituting o menace to health. Tahe Con-
tractor was interviewed «nd the Swedes coverad with earth osoil.

HOTICES for ABATEMENT of NUISANCES,

The npumber of prelininury ncotices servad oan Ownera or Occupierd
Lo <«bat2 ruisances was 127. As in previous yearg,instuences of non-
compliance wiilh these "preliminary noilices"(necessitutiing « report
to your Council)and the service of Stututory Noticea ware comperats
ively few,only twec of the latter noticea having boen served during
the yoear and both were complied with.

783 lotters were sent «nd over 970 communications wera received
in addition to Telephone and telegruphic aeazages.

COMPLATNTS.
The Coaylainta Register shews that 20 compleints of various mattiers
were received during the year. All these wer:z investigeted and
action twksn whers rozuirad.

HOUBE-to~-HOUSE INSPECTION, (Housing & Town Plunning Act).

Syatematic inspection is cuarried out in accerdance with the
provisicna of the above Act., 127 houses in ¥Wribbenhall have bean
inspecicd by me. The defects cbasrved on my visita were for the
moat part of a winor character and all hava been remedied.

May I be permitted to raaind the Council thuat the opersatiocnm of
this Act-wiih the oxception of that jurt of it respecting dwelling
houses, his been in suepenasion during the ccntinu.nce cf tas War, .8
a result of the desire of the Locul Govornmont Bodrd expreased to
Local Authoritiee to aveid cclling upon Owners of property to apend
money on thzir proporties ualess the ropaire were absclutely easent -
ial to the health and well-being of the occupanta:the menay being
required for investmant in Wur Bonda,otc.,for State purpoaes. Now
thaet hostilities hove boen suspended and there is the proapect of
an eurly raturn to peuce conditions,it is hoped to set the Act in
operation &gein at an early dute,tc 2nuble us to deal otfectively
witk any insanitary properties in th2 district.







SAIECTIOUS DISEASE(Notificetion)ACT and INFECTIOUS
DISEASE(PREVENTION)ACT,
Tho caBes roportou sare us rfolloews:-

Scurlet FPover. %7.as aguinst 6 vae previous yoar.
L

Di-rht—hariu - - L " 11 . " L1}
Tuboreulosia, 106. " v g, " "o
EBryoipelas. o n g, " " "
Heuales. P CER 7 " "
"_E?l— " ] ﬂEE:-- L1 ¥i W

All cages were yromptly visited. Tho Scurlet Faver wad Diphe
theria were cifaciively isoluted ath the hoaes of the patlents
<00 wore regularly visitisd und precwutionary wecsursa dodted to
prevent tho 'apredau of the uiseass. The Scarlat Faver cassa wers ccn
finud tc four houses.

Thore wero five adutha frow Phthisias,following which fumigat-
ican c¢f clothiag,etc.,took place,.

CLCSURE OF SCHOCLS.
The follewing achcols ware closed solely owing to tha spidemic
of InfluenzZaie—:-

Jribtanh.11 Council School. from Fuly.13th to July.27th.

All £2cheocls within the ) i Oet. 23th. * ¥ev. 2th.

cistrict. ) * _ Bove 10th. " R Ly - 8
Arley. C.E.School. " How, TBEh. " " 23rd.
Yribtenhall Council School. " Dec.1lth., " Dec. 21st.
Cooklcy Schools. " Dec. 18th. “ . 22nd,

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS & WILKSHOFS.

These huve been rogulerly visited during the yearyand having
in nind the shortage of labour wue to %War conditiona,they wera
found to ke in « fairly satiafuctory conuition,

The ¥ilk supply has been,on ihe whole,woell Baintained.

In one cige howevar it was found thal o« consuuptive nun pur-
chased a Latail Milk businesa. Registrution wae declinad sna
pressurz brought to be.r with tha result that the wen relinzuished
the busineas.

- Diphtheriu occurraa &t « Milk procucers' prouisea und ateps
were takon which pravented the sale of ailk for human congumption.

A cooplaint wes reccived rolative to sicknass anong chilaren
at the Workhcuse Chiluarsn's Home in the Borough. Carsful exeminat-—
ion vas made of tho Milk Centruactor's preumises,.nd cof overy person
in hia enploy,but I wus unabloe to discover uny cuwuse conascting
the sickness 4t the Home with the lNilk supply.

DIAZASES OF ANIMALS'ACTS. :
There huve been no cusea of Anthrex reported during the yoaar.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES.
Tharo ure four sluughtorhcuses in the district,.nd u.ny visits
have been made=precticully weekly-.nid usually on days that tho
Plucos wero usad.

UNSCUND FOCD.

Close attentiion hus been given to this brunch cof the work.

The carcuszs of i piglnot bolonging 1o . buicher)was ccadsaned
and ordercd tg be destroyad.

Two Forequarters of Beef-upproxinutoely 4C0 lhs-deliverau to a
Butcher w«t Cookley fromw the Ice Storess-in «ccordance with the Meat
Distribution Schene—wero examinoed by we und fouad to be in .o
advancad stata of decompositicn. The suaug wuS conagimasd and oraeread
to be destroyed. 300 lbs of Bacon & Hum wers sinilurly delivered
te a Grocer at Welverley,& 30 lbs of Bacom to 4 Greocar ut Cheddos-
ley Corbett. These were found to be wholly uniit for food «nd were
condemned and destroyed.
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BAKEHRQUSES.
All huve been viwsitad by me cnd found to be proporly cleansmed
<nd limsweshed. Nuisences in the shape of wccuwuluticns in proxibn-
ity to Bakehouses wore discoverad,.nd wero immediutely remediod.

was CVERCROWDING.

Tharﬁqcne gerious case of overcrowding which cccurrad at Harvington.

The house in quasticn contained twe badrocus. They wore occu-—
pied by a men,his wife,3 children «nd 2 lodgers(pun und woman. I
reportad this muetter tc your Medical Oificer of Health,and accou-
penied him to the prenises. A downstuira sitting room wais tempor-
arily converted into a bedroom for the woman lodger,.nd the male
lodger lefti tha preuiczes.

Thera were othor cases in the Bistrict,but 41l of a minor
character,end all were ubated on oervice of Netice.

The witer supply throughcut the District hes bean well main-
tainad. During tho ycar a further number cof houses havo baan
connécted with the Wribbomnhall water scheme. Of & saaplea of water
takzn from Wells in this Purish,Z were found tc be "Unfit“.Notices
wers servad upon the Owners und supilies obleined frowm the Mains.

A complaint was raceived «s to pollution of & water supply at
Grey Green Farm,Wribbenhall,cevged by the duaaming of & sbtre.n as
« drinking pond for Cittle. The overflow froi the pond ran into
the pipe conducting the drinking water. After threuatening proceed-
ings against the person respohsible for the trouble,the watter
was reacdied. The pipe raeck has since been cleansed wnd obstruct-
iona reuwoved,and the aupply wund gquality wre now sutisfactory.

HOUSE SCAVENCGING,

The schewe ut Wribbenhall hus continued to be satisfactory,
notwithstanding the abnormel conditionos wHich have praveiled in
relation te labor. -House refuse is removed weekly and puan closets
and Cesspits systemutically 2uptied. This work,I reogard as very
impertant in its bouring on the public health.

13 privy-middens ond oshpite have boen altered to pan closets
and 51 new sunitory dustbins were provided. 17 privies wero cob-
vertac to pan clopets .nd 10 rapaired,in othar parts of the
Distriect.

FACTORY & WORKSHOP ACT.
Workshops & VWorkrlacaa.
These huva boen regularly visitod but no infringements dis-
coverad. The fellowing is & list of the workshops now in the
Districti-:-

Bakers. 8. Joinard. 3.
Blacksmiths. 8. Leundries. <
Beot repairers.S. dillinora. 6.
Bcet builders. 1. Painters. G.
Buildoers. 1%8 Plumbara. 4.
Cebinet makers.Z2. Photogrephera. 2.
Curpentars. 1¢. S.ddlers. 2
Cosl merchunts.d. Stonaaascna, 3.
Coffin n.kara. 2. Tailora, Drapera, 3.
Cyclo wukers. 2. Whselwrights. 6.

Dressuulkers. 15.
Tﬂ'tﬂlt lﬂﬁ‘-

No cuses of home-workers have come under wmy notilce,.nd a0
1list hus boen sent in of outi-workers from any employers in the
Diatrict.












KIDDERMINSTER RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Anaual Report of the Medical COfficer of Health for the
yaar ending Decembor.31lst.1918.
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Mr Cheirmen % Eontleuen, .

In accordance with the requirsaents of the Locsl Governmend
Board,it is ny plessure once agein to present tc you the Annual
Repert of the Mecical OLficor of Heclth for tha Raral District
Coancil.

In the first cuse the question of Housing Wewends serious wnd
urgent attention. The Heusing & Town Pluaning Act cawze into operat-
ion in 1£f09,und good work was done by your Council unduer this Law.
The Var ouspendsd cperdtiong under ithis head for the time being.

An unprecedented shortage of hcuses everywhore has forced the
matter before the public mind, and the Government threugh the
County Councils, have boen pressing forward the quostion of Housing
under this Act. Autherities,teo,huve power to close dwellings
unfit fcr habitation. “"Slumdom"is not” confined to large centres:
in villege life und Surroundings the need for healthier dwellings
and decent sccommocduetion is fz2lt am keenly =g in other ar=2as: and
it is hoped that this,.a well aa ihe provision for 4n adejuste
water supply «nd the effective system of seweruge will not be
overlooked.

It ia gratifying to think that with the return of our Soldiers
to ®ivilian 1life,the public conacience is being awukened to the
need for healthier surroundinga and there ia every prospect that
within the noxt year cr twe 4 heslthioer public spirit will have
been created, s

With those maitsrs in abayance tho work of the Sanitary
Inapactor haa bean incresaingly important and mors difficult,and
the carrying through of this work,vhich has been consigtently and
thorcughly dono(pursly in the intersats of tha public health of
tha District ho serves) has been of the greutesst assistance to we,
and to the benefit of the public undar our care.

It gives w3 greut pleussure to stata thuat Mr Llewellyn brings
to his business - trained experience .nd 4 mind thoroughly inter-
ested in his work,und I deliberutely stute,that I aw of the ophnion
that my Council are very fortunate in reteining his services.

Perscaally,he iz invaeluable to me.

Before entering intc the details of the Report,I must refer
to the scourge vhich has decimuted 8o many in this und other
countries.

Influenza has this ye.r tuken on & new Terror,which,not &ll
the meadical akill in the country could succeasfully combat at
onca. The dimease has not been ceanfined to any claas of society
or district,but attucked pick and poor,young and old,und its
virulence was only ejualled by the auddenness of the seizure.

For the first time avery school in the area of the Rural
District Council has been closed «nd in soms casaes the periods
of closure hauve had to be extended for < nenih. The serious nature
of the outbreak left me no .lternative.

The serious character of the Influenza spidemic is raflected
in the Registrar Gensral's return,but happily in this diatriet
there has been no excessive mortality: .nd osven in October and
November when tha disecae took its wost sericus turn,the dedlhs
wers not abnormsl.






Births.

Daatha.

Infantile

Bortality.

(2)

The pumber of Birthas registerad in the Diotrict was 96-:
equal to ¢n annual birth rate of 13.15 per 1860 of the
population. For tho same poricd tha figure for Bngland
& Wales is 17.7. In pest@ing it might be pointed out
that in 1814 there were 146 births: in 18156. 131: and
in 1818. 121: so thut thoro has boon - dzeided decline
in tha birth rate doring the Wur vericd. This yeur,
however,is the lowest point yet reachad. :
One illagitimate birth only wue registered.

The number of de-tha registarsd was 85: & dsuth rats cf
135.19 per 100C for the whole district. Only in a few
instances hasz the rate been lows» The rutz for England
& Wales ia 17.5 per 1000, Eiguteen reopidsnta ¢f the
district have died in other disiricis, These have been
notified to ae by the Regisirar Gensral and are includad
in the tables. 8ix aeaths of non-residents cccurred in
our District and have bzen ftrenaferred to the districta
tc which they belongad.

The aunber of deqsths auwong children under one yaar was

4 only. Thise ia sc exceptional «8 to call for more than
passing notice and betokens o more careful regard for
child-life. The preservation of infunt lifs beccnes
daily a matter of increasing importance,and if the
ravagas cf War ure to be made geod,there muat be greater
care taksn of the children.

The cuuse cf tha dewths of thoese four children,which all
occurred in the Wolverley Disirict,was:- Bronchitis 2:
Influenza 1 : und Convulaions 1 .

Infecticus

Dissaves.

Scarlet Fever. Sevan cases were notified.but happily nc
d@aths were recorded. Four households were uttacked: in
two of thc houses there ware othor children,but so
effective ware the precuuvtionary weasures taken that in
neither case wao ihe disewse transmitted,

My experience as your Medical Officer confirms «n opinion
I have long hoeld that Scarlatina may be safely isoluted
at home without trained nursing,provided the person in
charge is cupable and conacientious.

Diphtheria. This malignant disewse has been less prevalent,ana

seven c«2eg only were notifisd. These were gsnerally of
a Bild character,and only one death took place.

Enteric

Fover. During the ysar no cases have been reportad.

Measles. An unusually wild attuck of Measles broke out,end 23
caBe8 in all-compared with 34 the previocus year-wore
Hotified.
No deuths wers recorddd which suggests the mild churecter
of the disease.

Whooping

Cough. In addition to the notifiuble diseuses,&n epidomic of
Whooping Cough asserted itself in the Blekeshall part of
the Wolvarley district from Muy to July. No deaths were
recorded,

Opbthalmia

Neonatorum. The district hag bz2en free from this trovblesome

complaint during thoe year.












Milk., Continued. (4)

At Sunnyside,Frunche,sickness wumong: children of the
Union broke cu*. At Tirst the suggestion was thut the
illness wes caused by the Milk, which waa obt.ined from
& farmer at Habberlay. Enquiriea were made,but nct the
glizhteat suspicion could be fastaned upon the milk
SULPLY .
A case of Diphtheris occurred in June at the house of a
Cowkeeper «nd Milkaeller. The patizant wus < girl of
& yeoars,who was being treated &t home. The sale of ailk
W8 prohibited for three weeks,until 21l danger of
infection wus puast.

Cloging

of Schcols. Tha serious naturs of the outbreuk of Influsnza
neceasitated the cloaing of all the schoola in tha
District. I have referroad alsevhere to this malady,which,
while it lastod,wus of au viralent nuture.
There are Nine schools in the area of the Council.
Wribbanhall Council Schocl wae closad from July.l13th.to
27th. owing to the Influsnzu. O0n Cctober. 28th.I conBider-
ed it «dvisablo to closc 4ll tlhe Sechoolo in the District,
while the scourge wus ot its heigut.
Wribbanhall Council School was again closed 4t & later
period from Decembar.llth for 10 days,«nd Cookley schoole
from December,l8th.for € days.
This had o salutary offect upon the oflidemic which,towurds
the end of the year,abataa considerably.

Overcrcwding. The Inspector reportad cne somewhat serkous casa of
ovarcrowding,which,bessides boing indecent,vas diaturbing,
w8 showing evidence of the way some pecple live.

The nuisance wad aboetod on notificuation ufter the premises
had bsen visited by ths Inspector «nad nyself.

There weére other cuses,but «ll of & minor chardctor,und
were «bated on Service of Noticoa.

River

Pollution. Feriodicul inspection of the Rivers ore oude,end no
ca383 have aither baen notified or discovered during the
yoar.

Disocases of A
Animals Acts. Thera has bean ne cw.8a of Anthrux reported during

the year.

Slaughter-houses, These have been regularly visited by your
Sanitury Inspactor,.nd deteils will be found in his
report.

Food Supply. Your Inspector has been most vigilant in his super-
vigion of the Meat and othar Food supplies. No proseed-
ings haove baep taken buu from & variaty of causss it
has besn necespury to condsmn 400 ibe of frozen Beef,
and 330 1bs of Baccn «nd Ham ag "Unfit for human
consumpticn”

A pig ot Harvington wues also condemnad.

Scavenging. In Wribbenhill «n uwdequate asystem of scavenging is in
vogue. This importent work ie carried out with regular-

ity end efficiency.
During the year 51 Ashbins huve buen provided,and 13

Ashpits ond privy-middens huve been convertad to Pan
Closets.
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Nuisances. Some mattsra requiring innediuie obatemsnt wers roports’
ad to me
At Cocoklay & lurge quaniity ol Swedss in « dacomposed
atute was found on Cockley Tip-probubly 1C to 15 tona-
In the ccndition in which they were founa thay con-
stituted a nuisance,und & positive danger to heslth. The
owner,upon baing 1Dhif1uu Fromised to cover thea up with
ula“n 8c6il,wnd this qu,wvantually,anﬁu.
The Tip at Cookloy ,ganarally ﬂrﬂuhlﬂh,lﬂ now wsll kept,
and thera sesmg every likeliheood of this coadition bﬂing
Baintained in the futupe.

Dreinego. Some improvements in the Droinuge systens of & number of
housges have been offected, 38 drains were laid or re-lsid
in connection with the Inspectors’ depuriment,.nd 59 were
cleansed and repaired. Chemical tests wers applied in
27 inat.ncas. 12 now dumbwella were constructad where no
sewers previously existed,snid 235 were repaeired. 19 waste-
pipes,ins.nit.ry ainks,ate.,were roctifiad.

Factories

& Workshops. These bave been regularly vigited «nd attention given
to the sanit.ory Jrrangoments.

Thare aro ao Qut—workers in the District.

Bakshousea. These plices have besn curried on in o sutisfectory
mannar during the y2ar. All bokshousoes in the uietrict
have conformed to the Law and have bean repularly lime-
washed,

There are no undorground bukehcuses in the District.

Midwives Acts,etc., Thess Acte 4ra auministered by the Couaty
Medical Officer,to whem &1l notifications aro seat. All
notified births which neod to be visited uro sttanded
by the County Health Visitore,who «re appointed for avary
Parish und Locelity in tha Counvy.

Common

Lodging Houses.There are nc Common Lodging Houses or Coellur Dwell-
ings in the District.

Concluaion.
It is ny plecsure once «gein to testify to the intelli-
gence and zewl displayed by your Sunitury Inspector,whoae
work in this Dietrict—u District comprising 11 Puarishes-
has beesn morked by conscientious care,gree«t tuct,.nd
thoroughneas.
His Co-operaticn,.ssistance,wnd re«diness have been
iaveluzble,«nd he brings <o heretofore,reel interest
~nd ‘initistive to his work.

I cannot conclude my Annuzl Report without oance more
acknowledging the help and sympathy of the Members of
the Council in my work &8 your Medical Officer of Health.

I havo the honour to remain,
Your Cbedient Servunt,

Bertram Aduenbrooke. M.D.
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Goentlemen,

I have the honour to present io you ny 10th Annu.l Report of
tha Scnitary end other \hﬁr‘l curried oui in oy Departmant during the
yoar ending December,3lst,.1218,

HUISAHNCES .

The totwl numbar of nuisances or infringements unduer the var-
iocuz Acts Icund and reported upca during tha year amcunted to 763,
of which 725 have been remedied,leaving 38 remaininpg on th2 Books
&t the end of the year.

There is 4 piece cf lund oz the Can«l Side at Cookley which ias
used by the Contractor to the Town Council of Kidderuwinster as a
TIF snd the condition of which hao 4t times occusioned anxiety. On
one occasion between 10 und 15 tons cf decouposing Swedos were
allowed tc¢ rewain there=constituting « menace to haulth., Tas Con-
tractor was intervisved ond the Svedoes coversd with earth soil.

NOTICES for ARATEMENT of NUISANCES,

The number ¢f prelininary notices served on Ownera or Ocoupiers
to sbats nuisances was 127. As in previous yours,instences of non-
compliunce with these "preliminary notices"(necessitatiing « raport
to your Council)and the service of Stututory Notices ware comperuta
ively few,only twc of the latter noticea having boen served during
the yoar und both were complied with.

763 letiesrs were sent and over 970 communications wera received
in addition to Telephone and talegraphic neazages.

COMPLAINTS.
The Coajluints Register shews thet 29 compleints of various matiers
were received during ithe year. All theso wers inveotigated and
action tuken whers raszuirad.

HOUSE-to-HOUSE INSPECTICN.(Housing & Town Plenning Act).

Syatematic inspection is carried out in accerdance with the
provisicna of the sbova Act. 127 houses in Viribbenhall have bean
inapectcd by me. The defects obsarved on my visita were for the
moat part of 2 ainor character and all have been remedied,

May I be permitted to reaind the Council thut the oporution of
this Act-wiih the oxcaption of that jurt of it respecting dwslling
houses,hes besn in suspenaion during the continu.nce cf ths Wur, 8
&8 result of the desirs ol the Locsl Govaroment Beard expressed to
Locul Authorities to uveid c:illing upon Owaers of property to apend
money on their properties unleas the repeirs were absolutely easent -

* ial toc the health and well-being of the occupanta:the oonay being

reauired for investmant in Wur Bonda,otc.,for Stute purposes. Now
that hostilities hoave boon suspended and there ia the proapect of
an warly return to pouce conditions,it is hoped to set the Act in
oparation &igein ot an sarly duta,tn enublo us to deal offectively
with any insanitary properiies in thz district.






SHFECTIOUS DISEASE(Notificetion)ACT and INFECTIOUS
DISEASE(PREVENTION)ACT,
Tho cases roported are us follewa:-

Sgurlet Pover. 7.aa 4g«inst 6 vhe previous your,
" 11 1] i

mrh‘th E'l‘iq... [ * H 1 1 W

Tab.irewlosias, 16, ™ “ i " Ll

Eryaipaelag. o " 4, " " "

Heaales. pEa M . R4, " " "
53 i n LT} 32‘ " " "

All casas Were yroupily visited. Tho Scurlet Faover wad Diphe
therie were oifacilvely dscluted Jth the howes of the patients
«00 Ware regularly visitisd ond preceutionary wecsursa cdonted to
prevant the arroad of the wiseaas. Tho Ecarlai Faver casas wers cen
finued tc four houaes,

Thore woro fivo waatha frcw Phihisis,follewing which Tumigat-
icn ¢f clothing,etc.,tcok pluca.

CILCESURE OF SCHOCLS.
The following acheoola wore closad solely cowing o tha zpidemic
of Influenzaim:-

Wribbanh.ll Council School. from Fuly.l13ih to July.27th.

All schecls within the ) ' Qet. 28th. * HNHov. ©%h,

tistrict. ) 3 Hov. 10th., ® i 17th.
Arlay. C.E.Schocl. . Hov. 123th. " " BT,
Wribteahall Council Scheol. ™ Dec,11th, " Dec. 2lst.
Cookley Schools, i Dec, 13th. “ " 22nd.

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS & MILKSHOPS,

These huve been roguluarly visited during the yeeryend having
in 2ind tho shortage of labour wuc to War conditions,they wers
focund to k& in o Lairly satisfuctory concitiion,

Tha ¥ilk supply has been,on the whole,woll wwintained.

In cne caoe howevar it waa found that « consuuptive men pur-
chased a4 Fetail Yilk business. Registration wea declinad ano
rressura2 brought to be.r with the result that the wen relinjuished
the businesa.

Diphtheris ocecurr2a at o« Milk precucers' preuises und oteps
wars teson which prevented the sale of 2ilk for human consanption.

A conplaint wea received rolative to sicknass aneng chilarsn
at the Workhcuse Chilaron's Home in the Borough. Carcful cxeminate-
ion was made of the Milk Centractor's preliseg,.nd cf overy person
in his enploy,but I w.a unablo to discover any c.u3e comneciing
the sickness <t the Home with the Milk supply.

DIASASES OF ANIMALZ'ACTS.
Thare huve been no cuses of Anthr.x reported during the yoar.

SLAUCHTERHOUSES.
Thare are four aluvghtorhcuses in the diagirict,.nd um.ny visits
have bzen made=rrecticully weekly-.nd ugually on wieys that tho
Pluco8 were used.

UNSCUNRD FOCD.

Close attention has been givon to this bruanch cf the work.

The carc.ss of & pig{not bolenging to « butcher)was coadaaned
and ordered tg be deatroyad.

Two Forequarters of Beef-apjproxiuctely 400 llis-deliveriud to a
. Butcher wi Cookley frouw the Ice Storas-in uccordance with the Heat
Distribution Schene-wero exawinod by we und fouad to be in «n
advanced state of decompositicn. The w2 wuS condemnsd and orasred
tc be destroyed. 300 lbs of Pacon & Hum wersa siuilurly delivered
to & Grocer at Wolverley,® 30 1lbs of Bacom ic 4 Grocar at Cheddos-
ley Corbett. Thease were found to be wholly uniit for food .nd ware
condemned und destroyed.
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BAKEHQUSZES.
All huve boen viwitod by we wnd found to be properly cleansed
<nd limawushed, Nuisances in the shape of wccuwuluaticns in proxinm-
ity to Bakehousas ware disceverad,.nd vero immadiutely romediod,

wag SYIZRCROWDIHG.

Tharﬁqﬁne serious c«80 of overcrovding which occurrad at Harvington.

The house in quasticn contuined two badrecns. They were cccu-
pied by a men,his wife,3 children .nd 2 lodgers(men «od wonan. I
reportad this metier teo your Medical Officer of Heslth,and accow-
penied bhiz to tho prenives. A downsteirs sitting room was tempor-
<rily ccoverted into & badroow for the woman lodager,.nd the male
lodger left tha precicses.

There wore othor cuses in the Oistrict,but «ll of a minor
character,und all wery wbatoed on acrvice of Wetice.

WATER _SUPPLY.

The water supply throughout the Diatrict hes boon woll main-
tainad. During tho yecar a further number of houses havo been
connected with the ‘Iribbenhall water scheme. Of 6 saaplea of water
takan from Wells in this Purish,Z were found to bz "Unfit“.Notices
wars servad upon the Dwnors «nd supplies obteined frow tha Hains.

A coaplaint was raceived «8 to pollution of a wuater supply at
Orey Groen Farm,Wribbenhall, caused by the deiaming of 4 strean as
« drinking pond for Cuattle. The overflow frow the pond ran into
the pipe conducting the drinking water. After threstening procesd-
ings againat the person respochsible for the trouble,ths watter
was reacdiod. The piypa: irack bas since been cleansed wnu obstruct-
ions rcemoved,and the supply wnd guelity are now sctisfactory.

HOUSE SCAVENCGING.

The schewe ot Wriblonhall hus continued to be sstisfactory,
notwithatanding the «bnormal conditions whHich have praveiled in
relation tc labor. .House refuse is removed weekly end pan cloasets
and Cesopits oystemutically cuptied. This work,I rogard as very
impertant in ito beuring con the public heslth.

123 privy-middens <nd ushpits have boen altered to pan closets
and Bl new sanitury dustbins wer:s provided. 17 prievies were con-
vertec tc pun clooets .nd 10 rapaired,in other parts of the
Diastrict.

FACTORY & VWORKSHOP ACT.
Workshops & Vorkplaces.
Tkeae have been ragalarly visitod but no infringements dis-
coverea. The following is & liet of the workshops ncw in the
Districti-:-

Bakars. G, Jodnara. 5.
Blaecksmithao, 8. Laundries. e
Bcot repairers.s. Hillinera. 5.
Bcat builders. 1. Paintors. B
Builders. g. Plumbers. 4.
Cebinet makars.:2. Photogreaphers. <.
Curpentars. 10, S.udlaers. 5 [
Cosl merchunta.l. Stonauascna. Be
Coffin an.kers. . Tailore,Urapers, 3.
Cyclo wukora. 2. Whealwrights. G.

Dressuukers. 18.
: Total. 103.

T

No cuses of home-workers have coume under wy notice,.nd a0
list hus boen sent in of oul-workers from sny employers in the
District.
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CANAL BOATE.
During the year 27 visits wers puid to the Phaervou,ote.,Bl
Boata werae oxaiainod and contruventions wara found in 11 cacses,

Bowts inspected. al.
Boata coentravaning the Acts cr Regulaticns. 1l.
Porscns fer which Cubins wers ragistared. 237.

Persona occurying the Cubins. 174.
o on the Boutis. 42
Lopen on the Bouts. 21,
Children en the Bouta(botween ugos of 5 & 18) 7.
Children on ths Pouta(unuer 5 yeara of uge) 4.

Datailas of centravontione:-
Bouta not currying Certificste cf registration.l.

Bouts not properly warkad. o
Bowta ovarcrowdod, Al
Diriy cabina. o
Puinting racuiring renawal. 2.
Want of proper veassls for drinking water. 3.
Tatel. 11,

All the controvantions wore coaplisd with at the and of the
yoaar. Ho ceBe of infsctious dise.ce weo met with upon any of the
Boata,ncr hud «ny auch cuse been notiricd «s occurring <aongst
the occeranta. Tha cabine of the Boots plying in ithe District
were found to b: genarally in & satisfuactory condition.

FETROLEUM ACTS.

Thar2 ware no new Licznses granted during the your. Pericd-
icel viaits have boen paid to the differemt Licensed pramnises,
but nc infringements ¢f the Acta or Regulations were discovared,
and your rejuireacnts «nd those of the Petrolsuuw Acts have baen
duly carriad cut.

I deaire to tender to the Council my best thanks for the
uniform support «nd kindnesa shown to m2 in the discharge of
ay dutiss during the year.

I :«n,@entlenen,
Your Cbedient Servunt,

@ ‘ ﬁfu%i






