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To the Chairman and Members of the Kent County Council.

My Lorps axp GENTLEMEN,

In accordance with General Order No. 55,475 of the Local
Government Board, 1 beg to submit herewith my sixth Annnal
Report on the Public Health and Sanitary Condition of the County
of Kent for the yvear ended December 31st, 1917,

I wish to express my appreciation and thanks to the district
medical officers of health who have invariably given me every possible

assistance in the execution of my duties,

Also I should like to state that all the members of my staff—
both permanent and temporary—have again worked unstintingly
during the year, and have carried out their duties in a highly credit-

able manner, under very difficult conditions,

I am, my Lords and Gentlemen,

Yours obedientl ¥s

ALFRED GREENWOQOD,
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DUTIES OF THE COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER WITH RESPECT TO
THE PREPARATION OF AN ANNUAL REPORT

These daties are set ont in Articles 7 and 8 of the General Order of the
Local Government Board dated July 20th, 1910, and are as follows :—

“(7.) The Medical Officer of Health of the County shall as soon as
practicable after the 31st day of December in each year make
an Annual Report to the County Couneil up to the end of
December on the sanitary cirenmstances, the sanitary adminis-
tration and the vital statistics of the County.

“In addition to any other matters upon which the Medical Officer
of Health may consider it desirable to report, his Annual Report
shall contain the following sections :—

“la) A digest of all annual and special reports made by the Mediceal
Ofticers of Health of all County districts within the County ;

“(b) a seetion as to the isolation hospital accommodation available
for each County district and as to the steps which should be
taken to remedy any deficiencies which may exist ;

“(c) a section on the administration of the Housing of the Working
Classes Acts, 1890 to 1909, within the County ;

“{d) a =ection on the water supply of the several County districts
within the County ;

“(e) a section on the pollution of streams within the County and as
to the steps for the prevention of pollution taken :—

(i.) by the local anthorities, and
(ii.) by the County Council ;

“(f) a section on the administration within the County of the
Midwives Act, 1902 : and

“(g) a section on the administration of the Sale of Food and Drugs
Aets, 1875 to 1907, within that part of the County in which
the Connty Council have jurisdiction for the purposes of
those Acts. ;

“{8.) The Medical Officer of Health of the County shall send to Us two
copies of his Annual Report and two copies of any Special
teport ; he shall also send one copy of his Annual Report to
the Council of every County district in the County and shall
send three copies of any Special Report to the Council of every
such County district affected by the Special Report.”



ANNUAL REPORT.

ADMINISTRATION.

During the war the following officials have been called up for military

duty, and temporary appointments have been made as stated : —

Temporary substitute during

District. Medical Officer of Health. period of War
Ashford - Dr: A M. Watts ... . Dr. C. M. Vernon
Beckenham ... .os 3 4. M. Clements et oyt H. B Bolus
Dartford o g O Hamilton ... .i= gy T. Parthing
Deal... e g A. Mason ces syl Wood
Erith ... v gy A B Jerman ... i o 1u J. J. Barnes
North- East Kent... i 1B Hepon ... s H. C. Mends Gilison

United District
Ramsgate ... e gy d. Dundasg e e B Styen
Sandwich ... oo g J. W. Harrisson ..« 4 H. Kerswill

=

Tonbridge Wells ... ,, F.C. Linton ... v 4 W. Stamford
Walmer o . L Davay - .. w J. Wood

=

Dr. Mason terminated his ecivil duties in May, 1917, and the other
officers mentioned were on military service prior to the year under review.

Dr. Oliver, of Maidstone, who had been on military service since the
commencement of hostilities, returned to his eivil duties in March, 1918,

Dr. Grace H. ;. Dundas terminated her appointment as deputy medical
officer to Dr.d. Dundas, of Ramsgate, in February, 1917, since which date
Dr. Styan has undertaken the duties.

Since April, 1916, Dr. Scott, deputy to Dr. Heggs for the North-East
Kent United District, has been undertaking special work for the Local Govern-
ment Board and Dr. Mends Gibson has acted for him in the public health
work.

In addition to the above, Dr. J. Holroyde, of Chatham, Dr. 5. J. Pritchett,
of Rochester, Dr. E. C. Warren, of Gillinecham, Dr. C. D). Outred, of Gravesend,
Dr. J. 8. Tew, of Tonbridge (West Kent Combined District), Dre. 1. K.
Wiglesworth, of Sheppey, Dr. C. J. Evers, of Faversham, and Dr. P, G. Selby,
of Faversham Rural, have likewise undertaken military service although
continuing their civil duties at the same time. OF these officers, the six first-
named have, I understand, resigned their military appointments,



8 Official Circulars,

I regret to report the death of Dr. A. F. G. Codd, of Bromley, on May
24th, 1917. Dr. J. Mathewson is acting as temporary medical officer of health
pending a permanent appointment being made after the war.

Dr. C. E. Perry resigned his appointment as mediecal officer of health of
Sandgate in September, 1918, and Dr. J. C. O. Bradbury has been appointed
in his stead.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD INQUIRIES.

No inquiries into applications for loans, or other matters, have been held
during the year 1917.

OFFICIAL CIRCULARS, &e., RESPECTING PUBLIC HEALTH
MATTERS.

Public Health { Milk and Cream) Regulations, 1912, dmendment Ovder,
1917 .—Order of the Local Governmment Board to County Boroughs and County
Couneils, preseribing that not more than 0-4 %, of boric acid shall be added to
eream, that cream to which boric acid has been added shall be sold as preserved
cream and that there shall be affixed to the receptacle a label stating that
cream containing borie acid is unsuitable for infants and invalids.

The accompanying cireular states that the order is an interim measure
pending au enquiry into the question of the use of preservatives in cream by
an expert committee.

February 8th, 1917.

Public Health (Small Pox Prevention) Regulations, 1817.—Regulations
empowering medical officers of health, on the occurrence of a case of small-
pox, to perform vagecination on any person who has come in contact with
infection and is willing to be vaccinated.

February 12th, 1917.

Housing of the Working Classes.—Cireular of the Loecal Government
Board to loeal district councils asking for a detailed report as to housing con-

ditions in the district, additional housing required and particulars of schemes
in contemplation to meet any deficiency.

The circular draws attention to the fact that it will be necessary after
the war to rely toa greater extent than previously upon local anthorities to
provide the houses required, and snggests that substantial government
financial assistance will be afforded to those authorities who are prepared to



Special Reports.  Vital Statisties. 9

carry through, without delay, at the conclusion of the war, an approved pro-
gramme of housing for the working classes.

July 28th, 1917.

(A summary of the returns of the Kent Local Authorities in this con-
nection, is given on pages 60 to 74 of this report.)

SPECIAL REPORTS OF THE COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER.

During the year the following reports were made :—

(1) Scheme for the Provision of Midwifery Facilities ...... March.
(2) Preveution and Treatment of Venereal Diseases......... March, June,
Sept. & Dec.
(3) Compnlsory removal to Hospital of certain Tubereulous
e o it e 18 8 Bl 0k m i o . CMLEENNS
(4) Delegation of Supervision of Midwives .................. June.
(3) . Dymchurch Water Supply .......cccoiiiiiiniiininneien Sept.
{6) Malaria and Moaquibos .......ovesesnnrrrresssnsrnnnsinneenan.  Seph. and Dec.

In addition, various reports concerning temporary administrative arrange-
ments necessitated by the war, special reports received, special visits of
enquiry, work under the Housing, Town Planning, &e. Act, administration
of the Midwives Act and the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme,
tubereulosis work, laboratory work, ete., were presented during the year
under consideration.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Poruratiox.—It has been found impossible, for the last three years, to
adhere to the usual methods of estimation of local populations, based on the
census returns, owing to the large number of men usually in civil occupations
who have been recruited for the Army, and to the unprecedented migration
of persons into new areas fo engage in munition work, etc. The Registrar
General has, therefore, worked out two estimates of population—one of the
eivilinn population for ealculating the death-rate (the death returns exclude
entirely members of H.M. Forces) and one of the fofal population for
caleulating "the birth-rate, aud these populations have been used for the
purpose of the statistics in this report.

The estimated total population of the Administrative County at the middle
of 1917 was 1,029,529 ; and the division of this total into urban and rurai,
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Tapre 1.—Information relating to Population, Acreage, ete., in the Urban
Distriets of the County of Kent.

B T”I""*I. 5 L'll\.":t. | IPur:ums
opulation Population| n . 1 per
DISTRICT, ':—SII-III?L#I:E estimated | popula- popula- | siveof | Ilt_.ui.l

“E!:E::"m, HL';E.EIIEJL' thon 1gur, | tion 1gor, | water. ;u;}l?a_

g General, l}rm:_r_a_l_, i s | D | ii_un;.

Ashiord ool 15,306 | 13,7 "%l} | 1%, 688 | 12 8CH 2,35:’1' b4
Beckenham ... v | 24,724 .._{l'} | 31,602 “*_?11,*285 3,800, 88
Bexle . e ‘Jii,ii:'-ﬁ 20, El'-i‘t 15,885 |"13,476 4,942 48
B uaiﬂ-t-uw and St. Pater's.. 7,974 7,153 : 0 ooa] | *F10F | *2.570( 20
B I:}:Itlli"}' (Hovough) . 36,539 | 31,882 | 33,0646 | 27,397 4,696 76
Chatham I{'Hmwm;.:h} o 40,600 | 36,422 | 42,250 | 37 067 4,366 9-4
Cheriton ...| 5,843 | 5,062 T,a77 | T,001 1,168 4-0
Chislehurst ... .| 9046 | 8115 | 8,666 | 7,429 | 2,791 33
Dartford e -] 283,417 | 21,007 | 28,600 | 18,644 | 4,242 56
Deal (Borough) e ..| 11,070 | 9,981 | 11,295 | 10,581 | 1,114/ 1070
Dover (Hovough) ... o 30770 | 35,885 | 43,645 | 42,672 1,948 20-5
Erith ... . .| 26,929 | 33129 | 27,750 | 25,206 | #,859| 96
Faversham [Hn:lmwll_r cealll 1A EE | 11,910 ! 10,619 | 11,200 G35 194
Folkestone { Borough) ol 35,510 | 31,8506 | 53,042 | 30,379 2,825 15-3
Footscray i P een| 060 | B 11D ; 8,493 | 6,920 | 2,043 4'5
i-llllllgtmm{Hm::m{h} .| 49,130 | 44.074 | 52,252 | 42,745 | 4,088 00
Gravesend { Borough) o] 20,010 | 26,832 | 28,1156 | 27,190 1,260( 23-8
Herne Bay ... o 7,641 | 6,855 | T.TAQ| 6,726 B87| B+
Hythe Liiﬂruu = 7,450 6,683 | 6,387 5,657 | 2,608 29
Lydd {Hﬂl'ﬂuf_j-‘ : el 28851 2140 2874 | 2,675 | 12,082 02
Maidstone flinmnglnj o) 94,329 | 30,706 | 35,475 | 38,516 | 4,008 &6
Margate { Borough) ... wa 21,639 | 19,412 | ®28. 458 | "24,127 | *2,463 8-8
Milton Regis .. | T.4685 | 6,697 | 7.475 7,086 2,604 370
™ Hmnmq {H-nmn"i:] i 1, 2494 1,167 1,853 1, 325 1,364 10
Northfleet ~ ... ... .| 15184 | 13,821 | 14,184 | 12906 | 8,932 39
Penge .. .o 23,997 | 21,474 | 22,830 | 22,465 770( 811
Qmmlhmw.l ||{Hmm|g.,h] el B245 2,011 | *2,738 | l,.':ﬁ'h *Ho5l 47
Ramsgate (Borough)... el 23813 | 21,362 | 20,603 | 27,733 2,306) 10-4
Rochester (City) ... .| 82,211 | 28806 | 81,384 | 80,590 | 2,036/ 110
Sandgate . | 1,018 | 1,721 | 2827 | 2204 430 4°5
Sandwich |Hurmlgh] 5 3,525 3,162 3,040 | 8,170 . 707 50
Sevenoaks ... e I &, 267 9,182 | 8,106 | 3,250 2-0
Sheerness ... .| 16,860 | 15,130 | 17,457 | 18,179 S64] 196
Bittingbourne. .. wee] - L20E 8,208 &, 8%0 ‘ 8,043 1,004 9-2
Bouthborough S 1 T E?i 7,001 8,957 1,702 -4-2
Tenterden {Hﬂmugl } e 8,904 2. 955 3,879 2,243 | 8,048] 04
Tonbridge ... 14,6335 | 13, 'I“’ 14,796 | 12,736 | 1,356) 109
Tunbridge Wells gHumuE]t} 34,279 | 30.7E1 | 85,697 | 83,873 3,901 86
Walmer o 3,987 | 3577 5,347 5,614 0E8 4-1
Whitstable ... .| 8,811 | 7,456 | 7,982 | 7,086 ‘ 795 105
Wrotham .o e el 4509 3,678 | 4,169 | 3,571 | 8,883 05

I |
T16,668 |G42 827 !ul'l 4475 1143,9:12 l'l!".-l-iﬂ-‘ (i1}

The Civil Parish of Folkestone-nest-Sandente iz imeluded in Sandgate for Public Health
Administrtive Parposes,

*Corrected for areas transferred from rural to urban districts since the date of the census.
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TasLe 2.—Information relating to Population, Aereage, ete., in the Rural
Districts of the County of Kent.

Total Civil | |

i : | | Persons
”L":}]"]'L% t;;f;}"ﬁ;'f} Total | L’J.‘nt.—-l ,;lpl'afure pﬂf z;ure.

2 y grasinin] oot sl Ceneis engus | inclu- | a17.
DISTRICT. | njékltﬁ?“- o E‘:{*::Ihlr':“::l | populn- | populs- | =ive of {'Totwl

| tiom, 1801, tion, 1ML, waler, | popula-
tionk

Registrar | Registrar
General. | General,

Ashiford, East el 14,414 12,931 | 15,616 | 18,112 | Hd, 800 O-27

Ashiford, West & 7,229 i, 455 7064 7,061 | 3b.490 0°19

Blean... 7,584 i, 624 7,997 7,054 : 26,884 028
i I

Hl'iﬂgt! v 10 269 0.212 | 11,194 | 10,971 | 41,797 025

Bromley e | AT 20,442 | 21,958 | 18,808 | 28,838 080

Cranbrook ... we| 12,159 lﬂl,ﬂﬂdl 13,630 ]2,9-11-41,315 030

Dartford .. e el 45488 | 40,757 | 39,909 :17,5:52'37,99;

1 -2}
Dover e e .| 7,263 | 6,516 | &200 | 6270/ 27,121| o027
Euéltl‘,]r' 13, 661 12,255 : 13,161 12,1868 -13.,[17325 032
Elham e e e BIM| 6920 | 7441 | 6818 | 37,154 021
Faversham ... e I e ] 15,502 | 14,129 | 15182 44.()0&; 035
Heollingbonrn P i 12,360 11,006 | 12,845 | 12,546 r.”-?,ﬁ?[i% -2
Hoo ... 4. 429 8,073 8,965 4,262 1!?,?2?! 0-23
Maidstone ... .. .. 16,181 14,:115: 16,398 | 15,570 34,99ué 0°47
Malling | .. ... .. 28521 | 21,00 | 24,233 | 24,724 | 38,458 0-62
Milton e e | 13m2 | 12801 | 12,453 | 12161 | 27527 0-50
Romney Marsh 2,678 2402 | 2,797 2,663 | 30,376| 000
Sevenoaks ... gy | CEETEL £0.439 | 24,020 | 22 684 | Li:i.,:iiziﬁi 036
Sheppey ... .. .. 4,134 3,709 | *4,157 | *2,541 [*20,806 020
Strood e e e 16,380 | 14,694 | 15,354 ! 14,438 | 82,498 051
Tenterden .. .. .| 5859 &5.256| 6001 5523 | 38,378 o016
Thanet o 9,909 8,880 [*10.564 | *0. 494 E*]S,ﬁ:‘;ﬂl 054
Tonbridge ... ... .| 17,441 | 15,646 | 17,760 | 17,247 | 46,853 0-38
! i

Total in Rural I}iai.riets! B12,961 | 280,753 (809,522 |202. 308 (852 543 0-37
., Urban ,, | 716,568 | 642,827 |711,443 |643,932 [119,448] 6-00

—— e o e —— I — S —
Total for County .. [1,020,520 | 923,550 1,020,965 936,240 | 971,001 106

Ll

" Corrected for areas transforred firom raral to arban districts sinee the date of the censns,
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shows that 716,568 persons were grouped as living in urban areas, and
412,961 in rural, these fgures being reductions of 13,381 and 6,215
respectively on the 1916 populations. The density of population in the urban
districts was 6°0 persons per acre and in rural 0-57. The greatest density of
population is to be noted in Penge, where there are 31°1 persons per acre,
in Gravesend with 238, in Dover with 20°5, in Sheerness with 196, and in
Faversham with 194. There are certain urban districts in which the density
is simply that of a rural district, e.g., Lydd, Tenterden, Wrotham and New
Romney. The rural distriet which shows the greatest density of population
is Dartford with 1-20 per acre.

The estimated civil population of the urban districts, was 642,827 with a
density of 5-4 per acre, and of the rural districts 280,753, with a density of
0-33. The local eivilian densities are correspondingly lower than the total
densities.

Porvratioxn oF THE CoUSTY.

i |
f Total Census |  Estimated Civil

| Estimated Total
| Population, 1911, | Population, 1917.

Population, 1917,

Urban (41 distriets) ..... - *711,443 I 642 BT 716,568

Rural (23 districts) ...... ! *309,522 | 280,753 1 312,961
| |

Toraw 1,020,965 F 923,680 | 1,029,529

*Corrected for areas transferred from rural to urban districts sinee the date of the Census,

Birras.—During the year, the births of 17,903 living children were
registered, which is considerably lower than the total of the previous year.
Male births numbered 9,230, and females 8,673. The total excess of births
over deaths was 4,954, viz., 2,806 males and 2,148 females.

In the following districts the numbers of civilian deaths during the year
exceeded the total number of births to the extent shown by the figures in
brackets :— Broadstairs (17), Herne Bay (9), Margate (26), Ramsgate (30),
Southborongh (4), Tunbridge Wells (72), Blean Rural (4), Hollingbourn
Rural (3), Tonbridge Rural (22).

As the births registered include children of soldiers as well as of
civilians, the calenlation of birth-rates is worked out on the estimated total
population.









Births, Still-births. 13

The birth-rate was 174 per 1,000, as compared with 204 in 1916.
The rate in urban districts has decreased in 1917 by 3:2 per 1,000, and in
rural districts by 2-5.

The rate for England and Wales was 178, compared with 21'6 in 1916.
The rate for Kent is invariably lower than the rate for the country as a whole.

I [ F |
Year, 1008 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | 1915 | 1916 | 1917

Urban Diﬁtl'iubsi 225 | 2009 | 193 21".!: 208 | 207 | 2004 | 19°0 | 20°8 | 176

Rural Districts | 219 | 226 | 21'8 19'852{}'1 209 | 20-1 | 187 | 196 | 171
I

|
Whole County | 223 | 214 | 204 | 2D'8|2{1‘6 2008 | 203 | 180 | 204 1174
|

In the following urban distriets, rates of over 24 per 1,000 were registered :
—Cheriton 268, Queenborough 250, while in six other districts rates of
between 200 and 240 were reeorded, viz.,, Chatham 226, Hythe 22'6,
Dover 219, Sandwich 219, Sheerness 215 and Gillingham 20-5.

The lowest urban birth-rate was recorded in Broadstairs, viz.,, 115, and
rates not exceeding 14 per 1,000 were recorded as follows:—Tunbridge
Wells 116, Beckenham 123, Margate 128, Chislehurst 13-1, Sevenoaks 13-9.
Bromley 140, New Romney 14-0.

In the rural districts there was only one with a rate exceeding 24 per
1,000, viz, Hoo, 249. Sheppey was the next highest, with 22-3. It is
to be noted that Hoo had the highest rural rate in the years 1912, 1913, 1914
and 1915, and the second highest in 1916. The lowest rates were registered
in Tonbridge, 13-4, and Thanet, 13-7.

The majority of the above districts remain fairly constant with either
high or low rates, as the case may be.

STILL-BIRTHS.—These number 408 altogether. In those districts where
this information has not been suppliegd by the medical officers of health the
figures have been taken from the records of the health visitors.

In the section devoted to consideration of the work of midwives
it will be observed that 180 notifications of still-birth were received by the
local supervising authority during 1917, as compared with 221 in the previous
year. These figures do not even approximate to the total of such
OCCUTTENCes.

ILLEGITIMATE BirTHS.—It will be seen that 6:93 per cent. of all births were
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TasLe 3.—Showing the total number of deaths, deaths under one year of age,
and the number of births—legitimate and illegitimate—which
were registered in the ditferent Urban Distriets in the County

. of Kent during the vear 1917,

DEATHS, BITHES, Il _'_Tffff"" LE M_m-rr.u.lﬂ'.
é ;E = — || Ceaths of Infants |
i ) = || unier one vear
= 25 & of nge. | Denths of E
i —ih | = : Infants {| £
DISTRICT. = z | > = | o under | =
| X 22 Il = = 40 || 2 = one year || =
gd|ss || = | 8 =5 | s | & ol =
== =22 = B =5 | 38| = ‘ T | 9 | PBirths. ||
o =t o = = Es | = | 2 2 <
AT | AaE =1 S B, | B = = = e
Asliford o 181) 222 2568 22 280] 183 aar 29 104 | —
Beckeulam .. P B - L 405 14 418 123 3 2 25 i i
Bexlev. .. 2 240! 115 411 380 441 189 || 30 4 84 - [/
Hl‘umfhtuljsﬂ:llﬂ §t. Peter's...| 108 1571 g2l 9| 0 115 | 11 — [ 11 121 i
Bromley { Borough) . el 8O0 12:5 443 52| 435 140 | 91 & 39 9 !
Chatham Liiun:u"h} o | BT 1GE | 668 48| 916 226 | I 21 92 101 44
Cheriton G e ca) dfdpadeR |fvooaes| 10 (151 260801 as| L} UB|. . 16S 7
Chislehurst ... - 091 114 105 13 118 131 | 28 4| B 0 [
Davtford .o 2670 12:8 )| 3001 25 415 178 ) 21} 2 ] il 11
Deal (Borough) ... .| 167169 | 180 21| 200 182 [ 18 — | 19 65 1
Dover (Borongh) .. o] DE2 158 BIZ 46 gga 219 L Be 107 ==
Brith ... o] 358 10:9 699 35| 734) 19D || 46 8| 48 Bl || 18
Faversham [Iinnm- ]1}: o 167 1470 213 j‘i | 234 1777 20/ & 24 og 4
Folkestone [ Borougl) | 4701 148 £ 0| i Ga4 1973 43 14 o7 54 23
Foolseray i 2 3 89 128 1'2! 138 15°3 ol 8 a8 4
Gillingham [Il‘umuf_,]l} ...{ BT 152 giG 31 ' 1, ':'“‘l 205 By 7 91 pl o 31
Crravesenid (154.Huugh} .| 98] 14°B 507| 2t | adl 178 dibf 1 Gl 66 | 1o
Herne Bay .| 123) 180 | a4 l.’}! 114/ 150 ] e 11 87 1
Hythe {l:l-umugh] v 10} 256 ) T4 19 168 224 . 11 68 || 3
Lydd (Borouwgzh) . 82 150 33 0 -lﬂl 165 1| - 1 LI | |
."ral:isl:rum{ﬂum:gl:} e BOZ{ 167 | B0 6D 563 1646 49 6 | 55| a7 16
Murgntc i Borough) . o 01| 166 || 254 21 2ih| 13°8 14 1] 14 &l i
Milton Regis .. | 92 158 | 134 11| 146 195 o B 76 3
Wew Romney [IIumuj_,]u} e 1F( 1477 16 2 18 14°0 ] —| 1 ) nil
Northilest ... .. 2000 147 || 256] 23 279 154 | :!I'l b | 30 108 12
Penge .. ..| 845 161 || S48 13| 861 151 ) d0| 3| 33 92 | 10
Quu:ulml ml;*‘"]l {llnmulg.,ll]n oo B20 210 | 8 3 81| 25°0 | 5 — | b 62 nil
Ramsgate I:Hulullj.h]l.,'l .| 414| 1004 || 354 28 334 1g-2 ) 33 @1 41 107 Y
Rochester (Uity) ... | avsl 120 || 562 &38| 508 186 || 48] @ B4 81 || 15
Bandgate i : % 20( 16°9 li 32 3 5 1831 3 —| 38 88 nil
Sandwich {Humug.,h]- BBl 1T || é9 B 77[ 21 9 —| 49 117 1
Sevenonks ... . 98| 120 | 115 13 128 13-9 i — | 7 55 —
Slicerness .l 226| 150 352 10 362 216 a4, — | a3 92 | mil
Bittingbourne | 123 14°9 148 17| 165 13-0 11 — | 1n 67 ]
Southborough .. 109|174 92 13| 105/ 151 o u| 1| 105 || d
Tan[tnir*n{llumuf,h} ] 48/ 116 -’J'Jl 1 50/ 15-2 | 3 - | 3 60 | mil
Tonbridge 162 124 || 226 21| =247 169 | 18 4| 17 69 || 2
Tunbridge ‘L‘.’el]u {Huwuglu} 4068 153 gai| 29 J06 116 27 B8 g 24 21
Walmer 51/ 143 || 68 5B 63 159 i — 7 12 | 1
Whitstable ... .. .| 96 129 | 124 11| 135 163 6 — [ 45 | 38
Worothant 4 o B ) I Gﬂi 5 G5 1568 11 1 12 145 |. 9
[
1
I (0l
Torat Ukeax  ...[9,076] 142 11,602 890 12,582 17°6 | 932 115 {1,067 86 | 304
| [ Y 1|

Tle above totals are taken From the Registenr General's statistics, and the rates are worked out on the
Eﬂ yulations supplicd by him. In many instances the tigures given by the local medical officers of health

from those shown herewith.,
Er'[hﬂ?um!;:';rs U;.ﬂ.t‘- aths of illegitimate infants are not given in these districts; and therefore all the deaths

have been elassed as legitimate.
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TapLe +.—Showing the total number of deaths, deaths under one vear of age,

and the number of hirths

legitimate and illegitimate

which were

registered in the different Rural Distriets in the County of
Kent during the year 1917.

DIEATHS, : BIRTHS. I¥FANTILE MORTALITY,
_Eé .,_ ;I N T | Deaths of I|1f‘;|.nt:|.|
e e ) 8
DISTRICT. e E; b (= l BT o1 ] weaee |
Ashiford, East o180 140 | 228l 17 243 160 190 *| 19 i 1 -
Ashiford, West 93 144 107 10| 17 182 3 * 3 26 | Wil
Blean .. 114) 17°3 97 18| 110 149 | 11 .| 11 100 4
Bridge.... 108 11'8 | 15| 1| 166 162 .: 'm: . I w81 | =
Bromley 2800 13°7 369 28| 397 176 36/ 6| 40, 101 | 5
Cranbrook 162 149 | 188 12| 177 1ae| 12 3| 1l es : 2
Dartford g0l 118 || 75 85| ow0/201] n| e| 77| 8 | 2
Dover ... 91 140 | 106 7: s 156 | 10 10 8 1
Eastry ... 178 12 || 218 12| o2mfaea || o5 ¢ 2 112 | 5
Elham... 125 181 115, ui 120/ 168 | 13 * : ul 101 4
Faversham 1956 144 || 28F 17| :iﬂ-ll 20°1 19 — IEPi (] 6
Hollinghourn... | 176 159 | 162 11| 173 140 | mi 2l 17 | s
Hoo 1 48 1009 11}?: 3‘ 110 249 B — | 3l osl
Maidstone e HQDI 144 || 240 16| 256/ 159 || 17| 6| 23 90 8
Malling .| 10 147 E.’rﬂ! 3?? 387 16°5 | 23; 5| 98l 73 | 20
Milton... I 179 145 Eéﬂl 13: E.':EI 187 : 18 1 | 14 74 | 4
Romney Marsh | 22 92 aﬂi 6| swz| 8 — ‘ 3 58| 2
Hevenoalks I 976 136 290: 27! 311'- 140 14 2 : I'II Bl | 2
Sheppey :’.ﬁ-: 95 ﬂ?i .'r! 0% 2238 | ?I — i Tl 77 | Nil
Strood... | 180{129 | 303 15| 318 195 | 14 — | U 6% | 5
Tenterden J uslieefl sl 5| w9169l ul—| n mn2 | 2
Thanet 100 11°8 I 126 9| 135 137 :! . 7 52 ‘ Nil
Tonbridge o54| 169 || 210 22| 282184 | 17 4| 21| @ ‘ 3
: I i | |
| , ; | | |
i | i Eoo 4 e ; i
Total in Rural Districts ...| 3 BY d 13-8 || 4,971 850 | 5,321| 171 || 872 34 | 406 T | 104
" Urbau Distelots .| 9, 076 112 11,02/ Eﬂﬂ:iﬂ,ﬁﬂ‘d! 17°6 || 952 115 |1 m;r' 86 | 304
oA S il etk vk !
Total for County ... __1'2,'949i 141 '1t:=.ﬁ-:.;il.i-li:«l?,iacr:sE 174 i 1324I 149 1,478 83 | 408

The above tolals are taken from the Registrar General's statistics, and the rates are worked out on the

?npuluhmﬂ supplied by hin.
rom those shown herewith,

In several Instances the figures given by the local medical officers of health differ

& The numbers af deathis of illegitimate infants are not given in these districis, and therefore all the deaths

have:beenclnzsed ns legitimate,
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illegitimate, which is higher than in any previous year for which records are
available. The percentage was 658 in rural and 7-08 in uwrban districts.

The following shows the percentage of illegitimate births, to the total
births registered, in Kent, each year sinee 18935 :—

1800 [ 1901 | 1002 | 1903 | 1004 | 1905 | 1006
||

396 | 804 | 3'75 ‘-1-0? 4'02 | 899 | 417

1895 | 1806 | 1807 | 1898 | 1899

3:80 | 393 | 416 |'3:82 | 395

1907 | 1908 | 1909 Hlﬂl,]ﬂlll 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | 1915 | 1016 | 1917

=ttt e

|
594 | 385 | 363 | 413 ‘ 4-14 | 4'86

415 385 | 4

(=11
=y

600 | 603

Dearns.—The net number of deaths registered in the county was
12,949. This is 247 less than the net aggregate of the previous year. 6,424
of the deaths were of males and 6,525 females.

In present circumstances it has been found impracticable to assign to
the district of residence, all deaths of soldiers oceurring during 1917, and it
has therefore been decided by the Registrar-General to limit the tabulation
of deaths 'hy loeal areas to deaths of civilians mlil}*. Asg the estimated I]n::puln,—
tions also exclude members of H.M. Forces, the limitation referred to enables
an accurate death-rate to be obtained relating to the crvil population only. [t
should especially be noted, however, that the death-vates for 1917 (and also 1915 and
1916), thus obtained, are hardly comparable with the vates of previcus years, and
many medical officers of health (who, of course, have special knowledge of local
circumstances affecting this question) apparently do not agree that the
populations of their particular districts, on which the rates are based, are
approximately correct. It must also be noted that the death-rate amongst
men of military age would naturally be lower than the rate amongst the
population above and below that age, and therefore the exclusion of men on
service will affect adversely, to a slight extent, the rates as calenlated.

The death-rate for Kent, per 1,000 of the civil population for 1917, is
14:1. This is a satisfactory return, and compares favourably with a death-rate of
144 for England and Wales. Owing to the variations of population, as
previously mentioned, the 1917 rates for the sanitary districts in Kent have
not been standardised as in years previous to 1915.

In the urban districts of Kent, 9,076 net deaths were registered, which
is 232 lower than the previous year’s total and represents a rate of 142 per
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000, In the combined rural districts there were 3,873 deaths. This
is a decrease of 15 on the previous year, and represents a rate of 13-8
per 1,000.  The rural rate was, as has been tlie case for the past few years,
lower than the urban rate.

Of the forty-one urban districts, a reference to Table 3 shows that seven
areas had death-rates of twelve per 1,000 or less. These were Footseray 89,
Beckenham 10-5, Erith 10-9, Queenborough 110, Chislehurst 11-4, Bexley
11'5 and Sevenoaks 12-0. On the other hand, two areas had rates of eighteen
per 1,000 or over, viz.,, Ramsgate 19-4, Herne Bay 18-0 ; Sandwich and South-
borough had rates of 174, and Deal, Maidstone, Penge, Sandgate and Wrotham
had rates of between 16 and 17 per 1,000.

As regards rural districts, the following six had rates of nnder twelve
per 1,000, viz. : Bridge 118, Dartford 11-8, Thanet 11-3, Hoo 10+9, Sheppey
9.8 and Romuney Marsh 92. The highest rate recorded among rural
districts was in Elham, 18'1. Three others had rates of over fifteen per
1,000, Blean 17-3, Tonbridge 16°3 and Hollingbourne 159, whilst ten had
rates between fourteen and fifteen, in addition to those enumerated.

The record for the administrative county for the years 1908—1917
is as follows :—

| | | {
Year .ocoeie....| 1908 | 1009 I 1910 | 1911 I 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | 1915 | 1016 | 1917
| 1 .

|
Urban Distriets| 11°7 | 106 99 lﬂ‘ﬂlll'ﬂ 1141 | I1'% | 142 | 13D { 14°2

Rural Districts | 12°6 | 117 | 115 | 113 27 | 103 | 102 | 138 | 133 | 138

10-7 | 109 | 111 | 14°6 | 137 | 1471

|
Whole County | 119 | 109 | 104 |12‘-l

(The death-rates recorded in the different sanitary areas are more
accurate than was the case in years previous to 1911, as from that year
it has been the practice of the Registrar-General to forward to the County
Medical Officer information relating to the deaths of persons who may have
died in an area other than that in which they were usually resident. The
details are classified by the County Medical Officer’s staff, who transmit
them to the districts concerned. This fact of more fully debiting deaths
agninst the distriets has, of course, resulted in an increased death-rate in those
districts where it had not been possible to arrange for this correction
previously).

The diagram facing page 12 shows the fluctuations in the rate for the

last twenty-three years, compared with the rate for England and Wales.
B
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IxpaxmiLe Monrraniry.—The infantile mortality rate is expressed as the
rate per 1,000 births, of children dying under the age of one vear. There
were 17,903 births registered during the year, and 1,473 deaths of children
under one year of age. The infantile mortality was therefore at the rate of
83 per 1,000 births. The rate of mortality in towns was higher than in the
country, the figures being 86 aud 77 respectively, as compared with rates
of 75 and 68 in the previons year. The record for the administrative county
and for England and Wales, for the years 1908-1917, is as follows:—

: : !
Year. ............| 1908 ‘ 1809 | 1910 @ 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 1915 | 1916 | 1917

79 M| 78 79 78 | 92! [

.
|

Wales

Urban Districts| 89 42 ! | B
| . .
| | | | i
Rural Distriets | 84 Vi 80 103 | i2 &0 | 71l 82 63 i
t | ' !
. . ' ' i
Whole County i 88 &1 M 109 i6 | 80 | (i ‘ i3] 78 | 88

Englandand | 307 | 109 | 106 | 180 | 95| 100| 105| 110 | 91 | 97
| |

A comparison between the different eauses of death registered among
infants in the years 1915, 1916 and 1917, is instructive. These points are
set out in the following tabulation :(—

TapLE 5. —Showing the chief causes of death among infants, in the years

1915, 1916 and 1917.

UTRBAK. REURAT.

S —_— ——

CAUSE OF DEATH. hllﬂlh.'t‘lh of Deaths, ]',"-um'lu_..ir, of Deaths.

1015. | 19186. ilﬂ]'i’. 1915, | 1916, | 1917.
Premature birth ... | 243 7 i 106 7 :
Congenital malformations i| BB !, | 470 | 447 i 4» 172 | 151
Atrophy, debility and marasmus «aa| 105 .I 66 ) !
Brovelitbia ... Ci0 0 an e Ll | s eg )l sl i 36 | 44
Pnenmonia... i L | 89 | 115 S | 28 38
Whooping Congh ... o 45 31 17 [ 26 24
Diarrhies, &¢. o oo o 18120 | 88 | W | 56 | 28
| |
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Out of the 1473 deaths of infants, 149 were of illegitimate children,
There were only 1240 births of illegitimate children registered, so that the
infantile mortality rate among them was 121 per 1,000, as against a rate of
80 among those born in wedlock.

The following summary shows a comparison of the death-rates among
illegitimate children per thousand such births, with the death-rates among
legitimate infants, for each of the years 1908 to 1917 :—

Year. 1008 | 1909|1910 | 1911 | 10121918 | 1914 | 1915 [*1916/*1917
| Ii (R |
| i
{ Legitimate |
Rate of infants BO| 77| 75104 | 74| T6| V3| 86| 60| %80
deaths . ‘ |
per 1000 4 {
births | : | | |
among | Illegitimate | | | |
L infants ... 178 | 164 | 185 | 228 | 138 | 149 | 175 | 150 | 118 | 121

* In several districts the deaths have not been divided into legitimate and illegitimats,
in which cases they have been regarded as logitimate. Therefore, the actual
disparity of rates in 1916 and 1917 is greater than is shown by the figures.

The variations in the infantile mortality rates in the different districts
are considerable and urban rates are recorded from 25 in Lydd to 185
in Wrotham. It will be observed generally, that if there are any extremely
high or extremely low rates, they are recorded in small districts where the
difference of a few deaths makes a large variation in the rate. For
instance Wrotham had the second lowest rate in 1916, whilst the rate in
Lydd was the seventh lowest.

The lowest rates after Lydd were Whitstable 45, Margate 51,
Sevenoaks 55, Dartford 56, New Romney 56, and Footseray 58 ; and the
highest rates, after Wrotham, were Broadstairs 121, Sandwich 117 and

Walmer 112.

In the rural districts there were very satisfactory rates in West
Ashford 26 and Hoo 28, whilst relatively high rates were recorded in Eastry
112, Tenterden 112, Elham 101, Bromley 101 and Blean 100.
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ZYMOTIC MORTALITY.

For statistical purposes, only the mortality from the seven chief zymotic
diseases is incladed in the return known as “zymotic mortality.” The
diseases are small-pox, searlet fever, diphtheria (and membranous ecroup),
enteric (and typhus and continued fevers), measles, whooping cough and
diarrheea (including enteritis).  The following table gives particulars relating
to the prevalence of, and the mortality from, these diseases in the whole
county (eivid population only) and a comparison with the mortality reeorded
in the whole of England and Wales for the year 1917 :—

TasLe 6.
Rates of Deaths, Death-rate in
: No. of | No, of England and
Ll Cases. | Deaths. | Per 100 | Per 1,000 | Walesin 1917 per
- | Persons Persoms 1,000 Living
| Attacked. | Living. Persons.
Slli:Lll-lm): —_ - — — i —_ 000
Scarlet Fever ... wel 107D i 0G5 0401 002
Diphtheria and Meimn-

branous Croup  ...| 1477 111 752 013 0-13
Enterie, Typhus and ,

Continued Fevers ... 134 | 21 1568 | 0-03 003
Measles and Bubella... 17631 | 198 113 I 0-22 030
Whooping Cough ... ?‘h'utlml;ili—! 100 i 0-11 0°13

* Diarrhoea, ineluding alile
Enteritis (under 2
years)... ... do. 151 t *8-44 *12-18
Totals ... -- 588 - 064 —_

*The figures relating to diarrheea have reference to children dying under tweo years of
age per 1,000 births,

Compared with the previous year, it is found that in each of the notifiable
diseases above tabulated, with the exeeption of measles and rubella, there
was a lesser number of cases in 1917 (the figures for 1916 were also in
each instance lower than in 1915), and the number of deaths was less in
the year under review. The zymotic mortality per 100 persons living
was lower than that recorded in the previous year, diarrhea and whooping
congh showing the chief reductions.

The diagram facing this page is interesting as showing a comparison of
the death-rates in Kent per 10,000 persons living, from each of the zymotic
diseases except small-pox, during the last twenty-two years,
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ISOLATION HOSPITALS.

A detailed list of all the isolation hespitals in the county, both for the
ordinary infectious diseases and for small-pox, was contained in my last
annval report. There are forty-four of the former (including five large joint
hospitals) providing accommodation for 1,447 patients, and twenty-three of
the latter, containing a total of 303 beds. In addition, four authorities have
made arrangements with the Metropolitan Asylums Board for the isolation
of small-pox.

The following developments have been reported during the year :—At
(Filiingham small improvements were undertaken ; At Herne Bay the heating
and hot water supply were improved ; at Sevenoaks the ontside woodwork was
painted ; and at IWhitstable zeneral repairs were carried out.

The following deficiencies are noted :—At Folkestone there is a lack of
ward accommodation ; at &dlingham the hospital still requires much attention ;
at Wrotham painting and repairs are needed ; at Dartford Rwral further
additions are urgently needed ; and at Faversham Rural the medieal officer of
health suggests that the small-pox hospital should now be completed (fonnda-
tions for an additional ward are laid) and a hut evected to accommodate nurses
and serve as a kitchen.

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The county death-rates from the chief notifiable ailments are set ont on
page 20, and table 9 shows the attack-rates of scarlet fever, diphtheria and
enteric fever in each sanitary district, together with a comparison with the
rates in the combined counties, &e.

Certain points respecting these different diseases require separate mention.

SMALL-FOX.—Numbers of cases notified, and mortality, during the past
ten years :—

| | | ' ' 1917.
| ’ {
Y ear, ! 1908, | 1908, | 1910, [ 1911, | 1912, | 1913, | 1914. | 1915, | 1916, England}
| | Kent. and
I | | Wales.
| I |
Crpey 5] © g g ‘ 3 1 2 2 [ R 7
notified | k . | & |
Ii‘{u:::l 000 il 000 | 000 | wil | il | 000 | wil . il ! il 000

Dr. Outred mentions the fact that only 65°/ of the children bomn in
Gravesend during 1917 were vaceinated.
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TasLe 7.—Shewing the Number of Cases of Infectivus Disease among the Civil Population:
notified in each of the Urban Districts in the County of Kent, and the Number:

of such Cases which were treated in Hospital, during the year 1917.

= 1
= ; | | Cases removed to Hospital,
E e |t T 1
DISTRICT. [2 2| 2 |22/ 5 ZE(LBEE | £ |5 |2 (34| 0E|EE
= 2|38 5 SE|25 |8 ; 2] 8 |= |=|25|22|52
s gl 2 g ez 3SEEFElE 212 2|5 =25z E=E]
SE L2 |8|2|EH E 2sleeLEl L (2|2 2 l2|8lEHEECEll
ZE| & 215[es(2 E5 5222 8|2 15| 2|5 |SEE|5 222,
Sk 2 |E[S=|E SHIEESE| 2 | & (4|8 | £ (& S=EE5E
| | I
Ashford ... 44 ... | R | : |
Beckenlam 18 1 5 1 5. 3 10/ 36| e37|
Boxley .. .| 12 4 1 1 2...| 9 88 7| 291
Broadatairs & St. I | | |
Peter's.., = 9 | s 8 913 102 ...
Bromley [ =

{ Borough)... 9 13)...| 9 81| 7 145] 618]... 5
Chatham , !

{ Borough)... 2| e || 12( 81 20{ 355 2 =
Cheriton ... ... 1 T} ST R el (e ST A | 1 B
Chislelinrst 1 1) S W ey (e gl 1 165| 1]l te
Dartford ... T s | 249) 3 87 ... ... 1. &
Deal (Borough) ...| 1 1 et B e A s s e {
Dowver(Borough) .. & 1 b 19/ 30| 7} 336} ... t |
Erith 5 13 r A [ 8 61 18 5&7T| al . i
Faversham 1, I

[ Borough)... i 1f - 1 I i |
Folkestone | ’

[ Boreugh)... 14 4 21 18] 33 9 316 1ed
Fostseray ik 3 Bl oae 39
Gillingham

[ Borongh)... 15 4. ... .- | 65 161042 ... il
Gravesend | i

{ Borongh)... i il .. 'J; 1] 15 3 200 ... i
Heorne Bay 1] ] e [ o 118 5 T o
Hythe [I:;m'mlgll} 1 | EASEE R NRSRY Y 1 SRS
Lydd (Borough)... 1 1. i | 3 . 18] ... :
Maidstone

[ Borough)... o 4 . Bl 128] 3| 678 ... 1 1
Margate ( Borough) 2 il 4 53 46 131 L :
Milton Regiz ... 2. 1] 8 2 248 1 o
New Homney ‘

{ Borough). .. | i s 1 | | I b
Northfleet fi = - 1 | 11 ?i 25 ven ol
Penge ... 2 1 3 23 11| 531 . 1
Quecnborongh | {

{ Borough) .. | 1 1R | . | 1 | 1
Ramsgate | ' -

[ Borough)...| 19 1. & 46] 24| b56f, 5aff ...
Rochester (City) .. 14 3 3. 10 50] 46 249 8
Sandgate... % T [ 1f . | 2 25
Sandwich |

{ Borough)... 1 A o 4 . 1156 ) T
Sevenonks i 1 1 | o B 06 87 & 1
Ahecrness HE q 8l .. ... 8 24| 8 177 fi
Sittingbourne ...| 3 2 .. 2 ... 3 8 #8410 7
Sq:utl!humug]t 4 B Bl | 9] S R
Tenterden | |

{ Borough)... i i s dloe Naomgle oo
Tonbridge 3 1. g9 a3 5 301
'fu,lll::'idgc. Walls | |

( Borenglh}... 14 2 o0 5] 14 =1
Walmer ... ) 1 Wi 4 2 )

Whitstahla 1 oo oo | 17} 8] 242 ...
Wrotham v F i | O

]
Torar Unnax... 1084] 185 17 55 3| 122) 950| 340/5884(3366] ...

#2evern]l medien] officers of health have not diffe
cases are included in the measles column,

T Mo information.

rentiated between mensles and rubella, and in these districts the
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TasLE. 8 —Shewing the number of Cases of Infectious Disease among the Civil Population
notified in each of the Rural Districts in the County of Kent, and the Number
of such Cases which were treated in Hospital, during the year 1917.

. 5 8 Fevers. | Cases removed to Hospital.
25 s [ ol e =
i | AR S R PR R el
|EE = E = | & ;.;:%..-.-_'E =y A ==]= = |8 ;|8 |6 |2 SHEL=BEE
Ashford, East sl 1] 7 s 13 8 421| e a4 1
Ashford, West ... 5! 2 3| 1 1 B R omen 1aho 1 e 9| 3
Blean -l% 4 1. 1 1 F (N, B LI SRR | R (R 6 o 6 it D |
Bridge n 2| 7 2. 1 1-1I 1| 127 35; D0 1 I A
Bromley ... 16 17 | 27| 1 3 17 8| 102 71|..| 14 26..] 2]..
Cranbrook fl 1 i 1. 17 4] 226 89 ... i S (R | et el Bt
Dartford ... | 1820 14 ) 85| 6 1] 2 ...| 4| 77 21| 835 B8|..[ 119} 77| e ..
Dover ... o 1001 | S s ] Bl (R L R || R | RS B R 1
Bastry ... .| 6 8 191 | ] R (e IR 7 (Bt e R R 0 [R5
P e R (N PR BRE EERE [ 6/ o8] o6 23 ... 1Y 4..
Faversham E-’i 3| 28 3 26) 28 3
Hellingbourn ...| 6 & il | b B | If S () e W | [ | [ |
Maidstone ... si 1| 17| 4 1 1 190 11 260 65 A 19 8
Malling ... .| 40f o 20/ 7| 4 1 76| 22 ee7| 18)..| s6 25 3 ..
Milton ... .| 220 7| 28{..| 1| af..| | v 2 ss4|ssel..| 22 25..] 1
Romney Marsh ...] 6 ... db e 2 =2 1 'l g | R ¢ aie
Hovencelks .| #2001 | 17).].] o || 4 2] 18] osf usof .| e8f 1af..| .| || 2
Uy et e D el (N e | ) S i R 4 ﬂi S
lotrood .. .| 14 5| 1o 3| o a{.|..| o8| o sod || o of 1 1
" Tenterden e [ e s L e B | R | e =
Theset .. .f o 8f o .fl) o 15 o esf esl.| 4 o 1
s RS BT, S WG [ IR S S5 R P RS T BT R (B R
" Total in Rursl| | T ‘ﬁ VR [ | ) 5 B
Districts ...| 393| 05 | 331| 35/ 11| 13| 1| 13| 404| 106] 41061295/ ... | 311) 265 25| 5| .. |.. |3
Tcrta._l i{l Urbntli # h| _ ! 3 Hle
Districts ...|1084185 | 748 90| 17 55| 3 122| 950) 340| 8884/3366 ... | 862 576 44| 58 | ... | ... |43
Total in County 114771250 1078134l 28 68l 4| 135/i854] 14612000lsee1]|  hizs| sarl wol s | | lse

S2evernl medieal aficers of health have not differentiated between mensles and rubells, and in these distriets the
cases are included in the measles column, T Ko information.
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TasrLe 9.—Incidence per 1,000 of population of notified cases of Secarlet
Fever, Diphtheria, and Enteric Fever (exeluding Naval and Military cases).

URBAN. RURAL.
o -8 ]k T E| &
District. [ = District. A i
[ 2= e = | 2| B
& 18 | & o
i — {7 5] == ; —_— o =
| I
Ashford BED) 0-00 | Ashford, East .. ..| 039 | 055 | 0-24
Beckenham ... .| 05D 0-17 | Ashford, West < 078 | 047 | 000
Bexley > ...| 0"58 005 | Blean.. . ...l 0°61 | 0°16 | 0°00
Broadstairs and St] Bridge .. .. .. 120|076 | 0-22
Peter’s ... 2-58 0°14 | Bromley 2 o 0779 | 1783 | 0005
Bromley (Homup;h} 1-13 0-04 | Cranbrook ... .| 065 | 0:37 | 010
L-ha.l;]ta.mfﬂumugh} 0-94 0+06 | Dartford ... .o 824 | 2008 | 015
Cheriton ; . 0°60 0°20 | Dover o NeB4 ) 0082 | 0-0D
Chislehurst ... | 0762 | 013 | Enstry .l 049 | 156 | 008
Durtford ... | 563 0-58 | Elham vl Ddd | 208 | 000
Deal (Hnmug]]} 011 | 011 | Faversham ... o 199 | 2407 | 022
Dover (Borough) 085 003 | Hollingbourn .| 065 | 0'64 | 010
Erith .. | 167 022 | Hoo .. i 041 | 0-00 | 0-26
Faversham [Humu"h I A 029 | Maidstone = o OCRG | 1+18 | 0228
Folkestone {Iiﬂmugh}i 1:45 004 | Malling | 190 | 138 | 0-34
Footseray .. 1528 0-00 | Milton J 178 | 224 | 0-00
l'ul]m-*hm:u[Bmuugh‘ji 0-84 0-10 | BEomney ’khhh 250 [ 167 | 0-00
Gravesend [I}f.imui_‘h]: 1-20 027 | Sevenonks o 1'57 | 0-84 | D000
Herne Bay ... | 292 | 0°15 | Sheppey o | XoBZ | 1079 || D054
Hythe (Borough) ...| 315 015 | Strood C 0 | ooek| os2| 007
Lydd (Borough) .. | 084 0-00 | Tenterden ... .| 191 [ 0:20 | 000
Maidstone (Boreugh)l 0-81 0-36 | Thanet 057 | 068 | 0°12
Margate (Borough)...| 299 ' 0-16 | Tonbridgse | 103 | 045 | 0OV
Milton Regis .| 419 ) 1-20 | 030 : ;
New Hnmut [Hmnj 173 | O 087
Northfleet F J 484 ] 1 0-39 e ”"!IABIQU?IEQ 7 T 618
Penge 0.91 ]. ﬂ']ﬂ - S risn ]‘11,.]1_1,5 : : i ;
Queenbor uugh [Hmu 4:81 | 894 | 035 [.I{E.;j:.‘:; Rural Districts 140 | 1°18 | 13
Ramsgate (Borough)| 155 | 0°66 | 005 ; : Tl & e B
Boshaster ({l.:!it.v] h..} 130 | 125 | 0-11 Whole County 1-60 | 1-17 1 0-15
Sandgare ... 05 1-17 | 000 Urban Ihstricks .| 174 | 2°08 | 0-26
Sandwich “!nrﬂugh". 064 000 | 0-00 IF!HE. Rural Distriets ... 143 ‘ 1-58 | 0-14
Bevenoaks ... 1 o371 037 | 013 | Kent. - r .
Sheerness ... .. 106 | 0'67 | 05 Whole County 1-64 | 153 | 022
Sittinghourne f 29T | 12220 | 0025 " Agorepate of Eng- 1
‘smll,ll%uc:: ‘ough ...] 0°80 | 000 | 000 lish Administra- | 1-20 | 132 | 015
Tenterden tHun}ugh‘ 0:00 | 0-34 | 0:00 tive Counties f
Toubridge ... o 122 | 1-89 | 0-00 Urban  Distric iq]
TI.II:]'}I:H]"G Wells 1917, 2 (legs Countyl| 1311 136 | 015
(Borongh}... ..| 131 | 0-40 | 0-07 *3 Boroughs) EJH |
Walmer oo 000 | 364 | 0700 land .
Whitstable ... .l 054 | 1'35 [ 0-0D Rural Districts, 102 | 126 | 017
Wrotham .., | 1337 | 000 | 000 England

_England & Wales | 1-28 | 1-45 | 014
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ScaRLET Fever.—Number of cases notified, and rates of mortality,
during the past ten vears :—

!' I | | f | | 1917.
Year |1908. | 1909. | 1910. | 1911, | 1912, | 1913. | 1914. | 1915, | 1916. England
I : i I{ent. and
i | | | Wales,
§ I | [ i
Cases | o00- | ogy0 | 2033 | 2330 | 3141 | 2408 | 3784 | o862 | 1856 | 1070 | 48817
Tl Sl i e s e e A *
| | | | |
; | ' - i i |
Death- | .o | o =4y Yol vl o [ R e e [
e 5 004 nn.-.::n:ruu|w:s 0:03 | 0-04 uu4:uua|ncr11 002
. , L _

The distriet reports contain very few references of interest in con-
nection with scarlet fever, probably due to the fact that the disease continued
mild and showed what is probably a record low incidence and death-rate, as
will be noted from the above table. Although military cases are excluded
from the figures, they may be regarded as very satisfactory.

Dr. Mathewson, of Bromley, draws attention to the fact that there were
only twenty-one cases in that town in 1917, compared with as many as 200 in
some previous years ; and Dr. Styan states that there have been no deaths
from this cause in Ramsgate during the last four years.

DirurHERIA. —Numbers of cases notified, and rates of mortality, during
the past ten years: —

| | 1917.

————. .

' i
Year. | 1908 (1909, | 1910. | 1911, | 1912, | 19813. | 1914, | 1915. | 1918,

Clazes . e Bl IREREAT S - e | e ;
HaHEad. IJIEI HE&I 028 | 1892 | 2008 | 1788 | 2631 | 2136 | 15681 | 1477 48815

i |
014 | 90F | 011 | 016 | O=1C | 017 | 016

Death
rate.

014 | 0°13 | 0°18

0°12

The figures for 1916 and 1917 do not include cases occurring among the
military and naval units stationed in the county, but I think it can be taken
that diphtheria was considerably less prevalent than in recent years.




26 Diphtheria.

The following observations of interest are extracted from the reports of
the district medical officers of health :—

Chatham.—* Respecting diphtheria, I would draw attention to the fact
that antitoxin—which is supplied free to medical practitioners—was only used
tn fifteen cases, or vather less than half. The value of this remedy is undoubted,
and even if the case is to be removed to hospital for further treatment, if
antitoxin is administered before removal, the prospect of recovery is materially
improved.”

Footseray.—Of the total of 124 notifications of diphtheria, 119 were
“ bacteriological ” only, i.e., carrying diphtheria bacilli in the throat or nose
without showing symptoms of an attack.

Margate Borowgh.—* The number of cases of infectious disease, notably
diphtheria, was, proportional to the number of children at the schools, largely
in excess of previous years. There was no particular epidemic of the disease,
nor were the cases confined to any particular school or part of the town, so
the explanation of this increase is rather difficult.

“The following facts are, however, significant. Fully ninety per cent.
of the eases occurred in dirty and neglected households. The husband is
away, and the mother, either for the want of incentive or other reasons, has
gradually lost the grip of things, the consequence being that the children are
left to fend for themselves, and the house to get into a dirty, uncared-for state.

“Then again it is the custom, and we noticed it particularly in houses
where diphtheria oceurred, to make all the children sleep in a room on the
ground floor (on account of air raids) in the clothes which they wear every
day. Added to this the congregation at times of many children and adults in
a hot, stuffy dug-out for hours at night, and we have a pretty clear picture of
unhealthy surroundings, the lowering of vitality and the power of natural
resistance to disease.”

Ramsgate.—* The number of patients notified was thirty-three, of whom
eizht exhibited no symptoms of the dizease. They were resident, however, in
houses in which definite cases oceurred and swabs taken from their throats
were pronounced to give positive results, so they were placed in isolation.”
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Exteric Fever.—Numbers of cases notified, and rates of mortality
during the past ten years:—

‘ [ | ' 1917.
Year, | 1408. | 1909. | 1910. | 1911. | 1912. | 1913, 1914 |1915.| 1916. Engllndi
Kent. | and
i Wales,
o i .
CTL ‘ - 5 -
Notified | 492 | 323 ) 992 | 334 | 362 | 197 | 270 221 210 ) 134 | 4,601
| :
E:utﬁh 007 | 005 | 004 | 0-05 | 005 | 003 | 0-05] 004 004 | 003 | 003

The figures for 1916 and 1917 relate to cases oceurring among the eivil
population only, and it will be seen that the disease showed the lowest
incidence for the past ten years. This is eminently satisfactory.

Northfleet.—An outbreak of enteric fever, which occurred in February
and March, was attributed by the medical officer of health to theeating of winkles
in five cases, the other three patients being *‘ contacts.,” Of the former, three
were members of the same family and ate winkles about a fortnight before
they were taken ill; the other two also partook of winkles. All the patients,
with the exception of one of the contacts, lived in the same street. Two of the
patients died.

The medical officer in charge of local troops was warned immediately of
the occurrence of these cases among the civil population, and as to the
probable cause, and warning posters were displayed, on the recommendation
of D, Sells, in the neighbourhood and also in the large V.A.D. hospital at
Rosherville.

MEeasLes.—Mortality from ineasles during the past ten years:—

i | | ' 1917.
.[ [«
Year. 1908, | 1809, | 1010, | 1911. | 1912. | 1913. | 1914. | 1915. | 1916. England
| | | Kent. and
Wales,

1
|
{
Rate |

per G-12 | 007 | 0°03 | 036 | 010 | ©16 008 | 0-19 | 008 | 022 | 030
1,000 |




28 Measles.

The number of cases of measles and rubella notified among the eivil
population during 1917 was 17,651, with a sickness rate of 19-2 per thousand,
compared with the 1916 figures of 10,349 and 10-62. The cases notified
in England and Wales during 1917 totalled 533,833, with a sickness rate of
1584 per thousand.

A number of medical officers of health do not give separate totals of
measles and rubella, thus detracting from the value of any comparison of
fignres.

The following extracts from district reports are of interest :—

Bromley.—* 1t is worthy of note that 743 of these (cases) oceurred in
the first seven months, and only fifteen notifications were received during the
last five months : this is a repetition of what occurred in the previous year,
when 16 cases oceurred in the last five months and 494 in the first seven
months.”

Chatham.—Commenting npon the large number of cases of measles (355)
and rubella (79) the Medical Officer of Health remarks :—“ Compulsory
notification, home visitation and inquiry, combined with advice given to
parents, are making people realise that measles, if neglected, is a serious and
fatal disease, which in the past has caused a higher mortality amongst
children than any other infectious disorder. Its most frequent ecomplications
are bronchitis and pneumonia, but their effect is greatly mitigated by early
treatment, and above all by intelligent advice and management. Where
these can be secured, recovery is the rule; when they are lacking, the
fatality of measles is very marked.”

Sittingbourne.—* During 1917 there was a very large outbreak of
measles ; H09 cases came under my observation. You must expect this to
occur every four or five years, owing to the impossibility of isolating these
cases in infectious hospitals, as is done in other forms of infectious diseases.
From my clinical observations, I am of the opinion that measles is by far
the most infections of all notifiable diseases, and very few reach the adult age
without being affected. The mortality was exceptionally small, only five,
all these from pneumonia following measles, and all over one year of age. 1
consider the small number of deaths is entirely due to the skill and
indefatigable work which has been given to this large outbreak of disease by
your health visitor, of which work I cannot speak too highly.”
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Tusercurovs Disgasgs.—Number of cases of phthisis and other tuber-
culous diseases, and mortality, during the past ten years :—

| ; t 1917.
Year, 1908.11909,/1910.(1911,|1912.]1913. 1914.[1915.(1916. Eneland
i Kent.] and
| Wales,
.5 Jases |
= Hotiked| — | — | — — | 2501 ]1936/1744| 14481564 | 1408 73654
- 2 Nat
g‘ Death-rate] 0°84 [ 078 | 078 [ 087 | 0°38 | 0-81 0°86 | 0-96/0-99 | 1-08 Javailable
i i ':__: 8 &5 i :
;.E ﬁJ N tmed = — | — — | — |931 | 525 | 446 | 383 | 3090 | =2.096
S E3 | |
GL;’&]DHH. ratel 0+35)|0°31 | 028 | 0°23 | 0-30 | 0-31|0-28 | 0°37 [ 0-29] 0-31 Not
-

| available

(The mortality rates for tuberculosis are calculated on the total, and not
the ecivilian, population. Military deaths are seldom recorded from this
cause, as any soldier found to be so suffering is discharged from the army).

The deaths from phthisis in 1917 numbered 1,055, 749 being recorded
in urban districts and 306 in rural, the mortality rates being 1:05 and 0-98
respectively.

As regards other tuberculous diseases, 217 deaths oceurred in urban and
96 in rural areas, the rate being 0-31 in each case.

Table 10 gives a summary of the cases notitied from December 31st,
1916, to December 29th, 1917, and Table 11 shews the number of notified cases
and deaths in 1917 and the average deaths during the five years 1913-1917,
both of cases of pulmonary and other forms of tuberculosis, in the various
districts in the county.

It will he seen from Table 11, that the total number of cases notified
during 1917 was 1,807, and the total number of deaths was 1,368, so that the
ratio of notifications to deaths was approximately four to three. The ratio

for 1916 was three to two, for 1915 three to two, for 1914 two to one and for
1913 five to two.

The following are a few details of interest relating to the year 1917 in
connection with the county tuberculosis scheme, which is dealt with at length
in my annual tuberculosis report .—

Number of county tuberculosis dispensaries, twenty-one.
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Tuberculosis officers, five whole-time, and two part-time; nurses—five
whole-time, and five part-time ; clerks—five whole-time and five
part-time (exeluding head office staff).

New patients who attended the dispensaries—insured 1,273, uninsured
1,545.

Attendances of old and new patients—insured 10,598, uninsured 11,679,

Contacts examined at dispensaries—tuberculous 124, non-tuberculous
290, under obzervation 151.

Patients attending or under observation at end of year—insured 1,178,
uninsured 1,889,

Nurses' visits to homes of patients—3,601.

Prescriptions and medicines issued (including cod liver oil preparations)
47,878,

Patients treated in institutions—admitted, insured 316, uninsured 164.
discharged, insured 264, uninsured 143.

The county sanatorium contains 145 beds, but, owing to difficulties of
staffing and equipment, it has been lent to the Canadian Red Cross for the
period of the war, In addition, the County Council have an agreement for
forty hospital beds at Keycol Hill Hospital, and ten surgical beds at general
hospitals in Kent.

Shelters (seventy-seven) are loaned to patients, and the County Couneil
pay travelling expenses to institutions or dispensaries to uninsured necessitous
patients, and also provide surgical appliances as part of the treatment offered.

Dr. Warren, of Gillingham, refers to the advantages offered by the dis-
pensary, as follows..—

“ With the tuberculosis dispensary in our midst expert advice is always
available, and I have personally to thank the officer in charge, Dr. Clark, for
informing me of any cases going for treatment which have not been otherwise
notified, and also for the great attention paid to school children sent up by
me. The necessary medicine and extra nourishment is of great benefit to
those with large families and limited means.”

Mararia,.—This disease has been made notifiable in certain districts in
Kent, namely, Queenborough, Sheerness, Sheppey, Sandwich, New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Hoo and Lydd. The step was taken in view of the possibility
of the disease being introduced among the civil population by troops returning
from Eastern campaigns. The disease is transmitted from man to man by
means of the bite of the female anopheline mosquito, which is abundant in
certain marshy districts of Kent.
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During the year a considerable number of cases oceurred among the
military units stationed in the Isle of Sheppey and in the camps adjoining
Sandwich, as well as several cases among the ecivil population. The majority
of the military eases in the latter locality had contracted the infection in the
camps and had not been out of England, and as an abundanee of mosquitos
and larvie had been found in several parts of this area, my school medical
inspector, D, Day, who has had considerable malaria experience, kindly agreed
to make a special examination of school children.

His report is of interest and I therefore give a brief resumé, although the
result of his investigation was negative :—

He states that the whole distriet surrounding Sandwich, for miles,
is an ideal breeding place for mosquitos, being low-lying, marshy and
cut up by numerous dykes and more or less stagnant water-courses,
For a number of years he has noted the presence, and has found
breeding places, all over the area, of many anopheline mosquitos.
Therefore, one of the factors for the development of the disease in the
district is existent in abundance. Nevertheless, in his twenty years’
experience in the neighbourhood he has only knewn of one case of
indigenous malaria bhaving oceurrad, in an aged man who had never
been more than a few miles away from his house. A fair number of
cases acquired in the tropics have been to him for treatment, but
apparently they have never given rise to indigenous cases.

‘In 1916 suspicious cases were noted amongst the troops in this
vicinity and in 1917 indigenous malaria became prevalent among the
military, some eighty to ninety cases altogether being reported up to
December, 1917.

The troops in the beach camp are recruited from men whose
employment takes them to malarious districts where they acquire the
disease. Although they are apparently healthy fit men, yet they are
active “carriers ” of the disease, hence the second necessary factor for
the production of the disease indigenously in the district exists largely.

With regard to the examination of children, Dr Day decided to
examine the scholars attending the council schools at Sandwich,
Worth, Westmarsh, Preston and Stourmouth,

Nearly all the children attending these schools live in the marshy
districts of the neighbourhood, and so would be most likely to show
evidences of the disease, if it existed indigenously in the areas. The
head teachers kindly co-operated with Dr. Day to the fullest extent
possible, providing each child with a form to record the results of the
examination under different headings, and notifying the parents of the
inspection.
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Euach child was thoroughly examined for signs of previous attacks,
viz., enlargement of the spleen and liver, protuberance of the abdomen,
delayed development and the presence of anemia.

Dr. Day examined, in all, TOR children of both sexes and of ages
varying from four to fourteen years, and in no case was he able to find
any clinical evidence of the existence of indigenous malaria.

Dr. Hick, of New Romney, also took seventy films of blood from children
and others, but no sign of the disease was found. Dr. Wilkinson, of the
Local Government Board, in company with Drs. Mends-Gibson and Wiglesworth,
examined five hundred children of the Queenborough and Halfway Houses
Schools for signs of malaria, and four of these were found to have the benign
tertian parasite in their blood.

The Kent County Council, on my report, made a representation to the
War Office, that if that department could arrange to avoid sending any
soldiers returning from abroad, who were known to have had malaria, to any
marshy district where anopheline mosquitos abound, a most important
practical preventive measure would be at once adopted.

The War Office could not see their way to adopt this suggestion, owing
to administrative difficulties, but they agreed that certain steps should be
taken in “mosquito areas,” namely, (1) the investigation into a patient’s move-
ments for the three weeks preceding the commencement of his illness ; (2) the
search of his quarters and at least the six adjoining quarters for the presence
of anophelines, together with the examination of farm buildings, eowsheds,
&o., near the camps and a scarch for larva in likely breeding places ; (3) the
filling-in, oiling, &ec., of breeding places if discovered ; (4) the housing of all
men in the same unit, known to have had malaria within the year, in quarters
free of, or protected from, mosquitos, and quinine in suitable doses to be given
to all men who have had malaria within two months ; and (5) that in infected
areas every possible endeavour should be made to keep hospitals, huts,
billets and other quarters free from anopheline mosquitos, both by providing
self-closing doors and gauze or muslin covers for all apertures ; by systematie
daily efforts to destroy or drive out adult mosquitos ; by routine brushing of
ceilings and walls; by oceasional fumigation or spraying; and by getting
the oceupants of the quarters to cateh in test-tubes or kill with fly traps all
mosquitos which they ean detect. The instructions alse pointed out the
importanece of co-operation between the military and eivil sanitary authorities.

CeRrEBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. —Sixty-cight cases of this disease occurred
in Kent during 1917, viz, fifty-five in urban districts and thirteen in rural
districts, compared with sixty-eight and seven respectively in 1916.
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The facilities of the county hacteriologieal laboratory have been offered
freely to district medical officers of health, in the examination of cerebro-spinal
fluid from suzpected cazes, and of throat swabs from contacts. Full advantage
of this offer has been taken in many eases, and during the year twenty-nine
specimens of cerebro-spinal fluid and two hundred and eighty-one swabs from
contacts, were examined in the laboratory.

The distribution of the cases among the sanitary areas is et out in tables
T and 8 of this report.

NON-NOTIFTAELE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Woooriye Coven.—Mortality from whooping cough during the past ten

Years :—
l 1917
Year, | 1908, | 1909, | 1910, 1911, | 1912, 1913, | 1914, | 1915, | 1916. !Englnm:
Kent.| and -
' | | Wales.

E{Ttﬁéﬁ"' 014 | 008 | 0'23 | 012 | 0'19 | 010 | 011 | 018 | 0-16 | 011

13

Whooping econgh was less prevalent than in the previous year, 100 deaths
being attributed to this cause as against 150 in 1916. The chief mortality
was in Bromley Rural with twelve deaths, and Gillingham with ten. Thirteen
schools were closed on account of this diseaze in the non-autonomous areas.

Diarru®a.—Mortality from diarrhea during the past ten years: —

| ,; ; *1917.

! ' | " Eng-
Year. | 1908. | 1909. | 1910. | 1911, | 1912. | 1913. | 1014. | 1915. | *1916. | ]'i“ﬁ

| | Eent. u.nd

I | Wales,

| | |
R,n_tj;]wf - . o . e . i T3 1006 § §-44 12-18
1,000 ! 029 | 0416 | 012 | 095 | 0°15 | 0-80 | 0'34 Ii:u: 023 | 017 | =

* For 1916 and 1917 the death-rates from diarrhoea relate to children dying under two
years of age per 1,000 births (upper figure), and to total deaths per 1,000 of the population
ilower figure). The latter shews the comparison with previous years.

There was a decrease in the number of deaths from diarrheea, as compared
with the previous year, the numbers being 151 and 215 respectively. 118 of
the deaths occurred in urban districts and thirty-three in rural, and the chief
mortality is noted in Chatham with nineteen deaths, Dartford Rural with
cleven, Dover Borough with ten and Gillingham with eight.
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CANCER AND MALIGNANT DISEASES.

CA:':CER.—M::I'Eulit_}-' from eancer during the past ten vears :—

' : i I '
t 1911, [ 1912, | 1913, | 1914, | 1815 I 1916, | 1917.

| -
1808, | 1900, | 1910,

Urpax, f
Ho. of Deaths! 643 | 669 | 676 | 765 | 783 | 768 | 842 ) B6% | 851 | 849
Death-rate ...| 0:89 | 090 | 0°89 | 108 | 1-08 | 1-10 | 1-14 | 1-24 | 1°17 | 1°19

. _ |
RURAL i [ |
No. of Deaths| 281 | 281 276 227 424 360 348 349 367 a72
Death-rate ...| 0-04 | 093 | 091 | 1-06 | 105 | 1'14 | 1411 | 1-14.] Y-4Z | 118

Tm';..t-..- '
No. of Deaths| 929 Q50 052 | 1002 | 1107 | 1158 | 1190 | 1218 | 1208 | 1221
Death-rate ... 000 | 091 | 090 | 107 | 108 | 1-11 i 1-13 | 121 | 1116 | 1*19

Reference to the above table will show that the death rate from
malignant disease appears to be increasing steadily. :

ANTHRAX.

Dr. Holroyde, of Chatham, refers to an ontbreak of anthrax.

Two fatal cases oceurred in the Royal Naval Hospital, after the use of a
cheap shaving brush purchased at a shop in Chatham, and the matter was
referred to Dr. Holroyde by the Surgeon-General, for such aetion as might be
thought fit. A similar brush purchased at the same shop for experimental
purposes was found to eontain a bacillus similar to the anthrax bacillus. Dr.
Holroyde at once visited the shop, and forwarded six of the brushes to the
county laboratory for examination, at the same time giving formal notice to
the proprietor to discontinue the sale until permission was given. The report
from the county laboratory stated that an organism suspicious of bacillus
anthracis was cultivated from two of the brushes, and inoculation tests were
carried out, but the animals remained healthy, and the six brushes had,
therefore, to be considered negative. A copy of this report was sent to the
Surgeon-General, and later a telegram was received from the Local Government
Board, asking for specimens of the brushes to be sent to the Board for
examination. The whole of the stdck of brushes was handed to Dr. Holroyde
by the proprietor, and nine were forwarded to the Board, the rest remaining
in Dr. Holroyde’s custody. The names of the wholesale firms who had
supplied the brushes were also forwarded. An emulsion from two of the
brushes was found to contain anthrax spores.

The brushes were of two kinds, and it was interesting that the anthrax
spores were found in one kind, while the patient had purchased one of the
other variety. All the brushes had been mixed together, and some were of
old consignments,
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Anthraze.
One point of interest emerged, viz, that cu2 of the wholesale dealers
concerned had supplied brushes which had cansed infection in other places,
and that he obtained his brushes from a manufacturer whose goods had

been respousible for more shaving brush anthrax than those of any other
manufacturer.

Finally, all the brushes of one variety were destroyed, and the remainder
were returned to the retailer, leaving the responsibility of selling them to him.

VENERFAL DISEASES.

The eounty scheme for the diagnosis and treatment of venereal diseases,
which came into effect in 1917, has now been completed with the exception
of one clinie to be established at the Royal Vietoria Hospital, Folkestone, at
an early date.

A summary of the Public Health (Venereal Diseases) Regulations, to-
gether with sapplementary memoranda and eireulars issued by the Loeal

Government Board, was contained on pages 10 to 16 of my annual report for
1916

At the time of writing this report, centres are in
following hospitals in Kent :—

operation at the

Days and hours for |
women.

Days and hours for
e,

Date of opening

Name of Hospilal. of Centre,

—rmcem—

Canterbory, Kent Saturdays between | Thursdays between May 16ih, 1918,
and Canterbury 11 aom. and 1 pom.| 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Hospital

Dartford, 37 5 West

Mondays and Wed-
Hill

nesdays between 6
and 7 p.m.

Mondays and Wed-
nesdays Letween 5
and 6 p.m.

Oct. 1st, 1917.

Dover, Royal Victoria| Thursdays at 4 p.m. | Tuesdays at 5 p.m. | Sept. 4th, 1917.

Hospital |

[

Gravesend, General
s p:i tal

Rochester, St Bar-

Tunbridge Wells,
(ieneral llu.-lr'lhl.]

Fridays hetween
aud 6 pon,

o

| "J_‘LlirsLla-t:,.'.lr. anid Thirs-
tholomew’s Hospital|

days between 5,20
and 7.30 p.m.

Wednesdays and i |
days between 11 |

a.m, and 1 p.oo.

Wednesdays between |
b and 6 p.m.

Thursdavs hetween |
3 and 5 p.om. |

Wednesdays and Fri-
days between 11
a.m. and 1 p.m.

April 11th, 1917.

July 3rd, 1917.

Jan. 10th, 1917.
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The Kent County Couneil are also participants in the treatment
scheme of the London County Couneil, which embraces twenty-five hospitals,
and in the facilities offered by the Croydon General Hospital.

The following are particulars of the work carried out at the different.
elinics during the period for which they were opened in 1917 :—

TapLe 12,

I - | : = 2
New e | IN-patient | 3 Balvarsan
E Patients. :ALlcu-.l:mu:m Treatment. E{' I Bubstitubes,
4 |—— |——— : = —
i =L el | 4 & |lu.)
Institution, E ,'E-. | j e o E < ‘5-‘3 | o
I'f- '..? j’? | § | «:l-:." -'E EI -'-'E }_.:;:: [ I'E =
Dartford .........] 26| 21 | — fid | —_| - — | 22 4 -
Dover 28— B T (I 12 1| — | 2 b
Gravesend ....... | 50 11 29 57 214 I 21 59 20 | 30 32 &
Rochester .........] 62| 456 | 50| 245 | 822 1 1|11 65 | 29 | 111
Tunbridge Wells| 26 5 12 4 a0 13 il 15 19 18 28
London ............ ¥ 170 | 242 | 1086 | 1908 1 2335 16 1 206 093
I l-j-__
Totals ......| 192 | 252 J 2356 | 1479 | 2526 36 | 3458 | 185 | 127 | V7 | 1198
+ i + | 4

Any medieal practitioner may consult the medical officers of the clinics,
respecting any case, or suspicious case, of venereal disease under his care.
The medieal officers are also prepared to give demonstrations to medieal
practitioners of the methods of taking and transmitting materials for laboratory
diagnosis, and of the best known methods for the systematic treatment of
venereal disease. When any part of the treatment ecan be given by the
patient’s usual medieal attendant, the medical officer of the elinic will furnish
the practitioner concerned with a report on the patient’s treatment at the
clinie, together with suggestions as to econtinued treatment.

The scheme also includes the following facilities : —

Examiyarions or PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMENS For THE DETEcTION OF
SPIROCHETES AxD GoNocooer, are undertaken at the bacteriological laboratory
attached to the County Medical Officer’s department. The numbers of
examinations carried ont during 1917, were one hundred and thirty-one for
gonocoeci and seven for spirochates.
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Tests For WASSRRMANN RE-ACTION are carried out at the King's College
Hospital Laboratory. The number of such tests performed during 1917 was
twenty-four.

In this connection, the attention of medieal practitioners has been called
to the importance of the test for patients who have had miscarriages, and of
examination of materials from cases of still-birth. On receipt of a notification
of still-birth, an enquiry is addressed to the medical practitioner if one was in
attendance at the time of birth.

Tue PRrOVISION OF APPROVED “SALVARSAN” SUBSTITUTES to medical
practitioners producing satisfactory evidence of experience in the administration
of these drugs. My office index contains the names of twenty-four accredited
practitioners, and during the year three hundred and sixty-eight doses were
supplied, namely, thirty-one to private doctors and three hundred and thirty-
seven to medical officers of treatment centres.

REPAYMENT OF TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF PATIENTS FROM THEIR HOMES
TO THE NEAREST CLINIC, 1IN NECESSITOUS cASES.—In cases where a patient
cannot receive the treatment which the case requires, unless travelling expenses
are paid, the County Council defray the cost. The patient is required to
produce a certificate, signed by the medical officer of the clinie, stating that
he (or she) has been instructed to attend on a certain number of occasions,
and on receipt of this, together with evidence of inability to pay the fares, the
money is advanced by the County Medical Officer. Further certificates are
also required in due course to the effect that the patient has attended at the
clinic on the stated dates. The fare of only one patient was paid during 1917.

THE EDUCATIONAL AND PROPAGANDA ARRANGEMENTS have been undertaken
by the National Counecil for Combating Venereal Discases, the Council
conferring with the County Medical Officer as to arrangements. Up to the
end of 1917, lectures and conferences were held in eight centres and the work
has continued throughout the county during 1918, Loeal Propaganda
Committees have been formed in various towns and urban districts.

VeNereaL DisEases Acr, 1917.—Section 1. of this Act, which prohibits
any person other than a duly qualified medieal practitioner, from treating any
person for venereal disease, or prescribing any remedy therefor, has been
applied to Kent by order of the Local Government Board.

The total estimated cost of the Kent scheme for the year ending March
31st, 1919, is £5,040.
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SCHOOL CLOSURES.

The following tabulation sets out the number of school elosures in the
non-autonomous areas of the county during 1917 on account of the preva-
lence of infections diseases, and shows the different diseases which ecalled
for that step, together with the duration of the closure :—

| | 3 aif bramasilisten
. : Under| 1-2 | 2-3 | 8-4 | 45 | §-8 |
Reazon of Closure, Fopme e g el (i) il o il iEam weeks | Total
| ! :S:U\’El‘
] |
Scarlet Fever .. .. 1 2 - — | — -~ a
TR T T SO e S T [ CJ I T e T (M S
Dphihedn: oy A || = 1 - — 2
Mumps .. ........ e T [ 1 — — — - 1
Whooping Cough ........ ... T [ i 5 1 — | 13
Measles and Influenza .......... — | — —_ 1 i — 1
Measles and Chicken-pox......] — | — 2 —- - - 2
Measles and Whooping Cough| — | 2 — - | == — — 2
Meansles and Rubella............] — | 1 - 2 —- —_ 3
Measles, Whooping Coughand — | — —- 1 | — — — 1
Mumps { |
L T e e s 1 [l 3 5 —_ - | - a
Miscellaneous..........oooviuaees| 2 | 1 — —_— —_— = | = a
| PR
i e e (R S 30 | 48 14 | 4 | — |12
| | 1

The school closures during 1916 totalled eighty-four, the chief contributing
diseases being measles forty-two and whooping cough twenty-one.

BACTERIOLOGICAL LABORATORY.

It is again my pleasing duty to report that the year under review has
been a very successful one in the county bacteriological laboratory at
Maidstone, as the tables will indicate.

It is interesting, to compare the cost of administering a county labora-
tory with the cost of paying for the same work if it had been carried out
at a private laboratory. In the latter case, during 1917, the cost to the
county {on a basis of pre-war charges) would have been £2,691, as compared
with an actual estimated cost of less than £700.

In Table 15, it is possible to compare the numbers of specimens
of various kinds examined at the laboratory during the years 1915
to 1917, The number of specimens examined per notified case respectively
of diphtheria, typhoid fever and phthisis, is also shown in brackets. It will
be noticed that, in connection with typhoid fever, in 1917, 50 exmminations
were made on an average for each case notified, compared with only 1-5
in 1916.
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TasLe 14.—Analysis of Work carried out in the County Bacteriologica
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44 Bacteriological Laboratory.

DripaTuERIA.—The tables on pages 40 to 43 show the numbers of
diphtheria examinations carried out for each district, and its hospital, and
also the numbers of throat swabs collectad from patients in the acute stage
and the convalescent stage respectively, and from persons who had been
in contact with cases of diphtheria.

Taking the ratio between examinations and cases notified as a basis, the
figures are satisfactory in certain distriets, notably in Ashford, Erith, Folke-
stone, Maidstone, New Romney, Queenborough, Sevencaks, and Tunbridge
Wells, and in the Blean, Bridge, Cranbrook, Sevenoaks and Thanet Rural
Districts.

The figures which show the numbers of *contact” throat swabs
examined are still too low. This figure should be at least three times the
number of cases of diphtheria notified. Thus the number of “ contact”
throaf swabs, instead of being 2641, should have been about 4431, since there
were 1477 cases of diphtheria notified in the county during the year. There
is thus room for considerable improvement.

The adoption of such precautionary measures is one of the most valuable
directions in which the laboratory ean be utilized.

Tyeaop Fever.—There was a decrease in the number of cases of typhoid
fever notified during 1917, as compared with 1916. The ratio of examina-
tions to cases notified, was 6-0 in the urban and 14 in the rural districts of
the county.

Patrisis.—The numbers of examinations in 1917, per case notified, were
15 and 1-4 in the urban and rural districts respectively. These figures show
an improvement as compared with the year 1916, but there is a need for still
further improvement in this respect.  When the examination of a specimen
of sputum produces a negative result, other (perhaps many) specimens should
be examined before the decision is given by the medical practitioner that
tuberculosis i= not present in the lungs of that patient.

Rixeworsm.—The number of examinations of specimens of hair from
children suspected to be suffering from ringworm, was 768 during 1917
L]

compared with 783 in 1916.

Warkr Examixarions.—The number of samples of water examined
bacteriologically during 1917 was seventy-six, compared with one hundred
and three such examinations during 1916.

Varrous Examivarions.—Details are given in table 16 as to the
“ various ” bacteriological examinations carried out during 1917. These have
increased to no less than 752, as compared with 326 such examinations during
1916. This figure shows the wide scope of the utility of this laboratory.
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Ineluded in the previous totals are the following specimens, examined in
connection with troops stationed in the county of Kent during 1917 :—

Swals for diphtheria ....c.o.ovvviinns e S S R 1]
Bledd tor Eyphoid Tevar: oot s sseiansis g
Sputum for tubercle bacilli ........ccoiviiiiiiiniiiniine, 569
T e e 16

obals . i e D

Also the following specimens were examined for the County Borough of

Canterbury :—
Swabs for diphtheria........c.cccviinninnee.n,.. 4
Srpllt-lllit for tubercle hm"llll e T s e T e et
LA e e e e ] o

Matal:2. oo 2T

Number of doses of tuberculin prepared during the year 60

Tavre 16.—Details of wvarious specimens examined at the County
Laboratory during 1917 :—

Examinations of swabs taken from contacts with eerebro- apma.'i memuglm ...... 281
Examinationd of pus for Gomnocoeess ..... ..ccoivesissasssesmsnsnissrinmmansmssmnsmsimssrass | 191

Examinations of fweces for B. Typlosus. . e e N ey i7
Examinations of zerum for 5. .Uysmunat [n.emlutmnl:mu] e 7l
Examinations of urine for 8. T'yphosus .. T e ol e s e ah T AT T
Examinations of cerebro-spinal flnid . 29
Fxaminations of wrine for tubercle bacilli ........ 21

Examinations of sernm for 5. Para-typhosus {ﬂ.hghltmutmn :l
Examinations of urine for B, Colf Communis..
Fxaminations of pus for Spirochola Pallidis .....c.eeenieniveianss cnviiininisniinsniies

Lxaminations of shaving brushes (¥) anthrax e D e
Testing virulence of 5. Diphtherize ......
Examinations of plearitic fuid for tuberele bacilli ...... v.....oceereeessrrsseessssnrin,
Examinations of tissue (?) nature of growth .............. ...
Examinations of sputum (%) mgumﬁmq
Examinations of swabs from cat's throat ﬁ:lr B, .fhphthc

txaminations of urine (%) m;r.msms e P S X
Exzaminations of blood () organisms .....
Examinations of gland for tubercle bacilli...
Examinations of urine for casts _
Examinations of swabs (?) organising e S e L B S S R
Examinations of animal’s blood (1) urp,mnsmﬂ L P e e S e e i e
Examination of tissue (¥) colitis (1) typhosus ...
Examination of swab for tuberele bacilli or a.;:l.mum_-,cum,-,
Examination of pnz (1) organisms  .......coco cevciveaieniniaas
Examination of feees (1) urcr:ult. e e e R B e
Examination of pus for tubercle bacilli .....cccevveiiiiieiiiiiiiiccciiins cnvirieeee |
Exnmination of nrine (7) albumen and Dlood .....cooiniiiiiiinis i emareaes |
Brxomingtion of fineos (1) OPZADIBI. . ...i.cvoeriirieis sonusranisssmiissessinsonsenn ssasbans |

—
Ll el et el S R R S S B e R

| i e SR P T Tn o | [l L

o\ @
el e
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE MIDWIVES ACT, 1902.

The two whole-time inspectors of midwives, Miss Harrison and Miss Berry,
have continued to carry out their duties in a praiseworthy manner.  All mid-
wives are visited at frequent intervals, and special visits are paid to those who
report cases of inflammation of the eyes or puerperal fever, or having been in
contact with infection.

TasLe 17.—SHEWING THE NUMBER oF Miowives ¥ THE County oF KENT
IN EACH SANITARY AREA AT THE END ofF 1917.

Teyris- §§ - Regig- gﬂ :
tu:jrf:t'l. L mfm. 'E'E E
ELE =2z
der s AET bt HET
Iviatrict. P = Diistriet. : 2
¥ | & |2EE | |32
gl & |EEs B2 | & |E558
5| 8|53 E| B 528
e | A |OF | €& |95
|
Urban.
Ashford 3| —| — | Margate T 1| —] —
Beckenham ... 1] 2 1 | Milton Regis - | 1] =
Bexley o N (e 2 New Romney ==
Broadstairs and St. Northfleet —| 8] —
Peter’s - 1 | Penge 11 1] —
Bromley | 3| 1| =— | Queenborough — .1 =
Chatham W 6| 4| — | Ramsgate 2| = 2
Clheriton : « 3| 2| — | Rochester 10| & 3
Chislehurst ... |l 8] 1| — | Sandgate — =1 =
Dartford o 6| —| — | Sandwich 201 3
Deal ... 2| 1] 2] — | Sevenoaks i 4 2
Dover | 5| = 2 | Sheerness | 1| =
Enith... | B [l - 2 | Bittingbourne 2li=—] =
Faversham ... 3| 1| — | Bouthborough 1| —]| —
Folkestone ... 3| 1 2 | Tenterden 2| —| —
Footscray Jd=—1—=1| — | Tonbridge ... = 3
Gillingham ... J1d| 2 2 | Tunbridge Wells 6| 4 3
Gravesend ... 1| 1| — | Walmer s -] 1] —
Herne Bay ... 2| — 1 | Whitstable ... 1| — 1
Hythe 1| —| — [ Wrotham il 1 1
Lydd ... 1| — 1
Maidstone 71 4 1 116 | 50 [ 33
Rural. l h
Ashford, Fast 3| 8| — | Milton : - 1| =
Ashlord, West J—1—1 — | Romney Marsh —_— =] -
Blean... | 1 3 — Sevenoaks 10 5 2
Pridge .. .ol B 8] — | Sheppey 81| =
Bromley 10§ 3| — | Strood 3| 1 1
Cranbrook 2 — | — | Tenterden 2| — 1
Dartford 8| 7| 8 | Thanct g | =] —
Dover 3| 4| — | Tonbridge p Loy [T B
Lastry Sl [ | |
Elham 1| —| — Baral ... .o B | 58| 15
Faversham b Tl = Urban ... o116 | 60 | B3
Hollingbourn 3| —] —
Hoo ... 1] 4 2 Total ... {203 (108 | 48
Maidstone 4| 2| — e
Malling 72 5 | 17 3 311

*Tnecluded in previous columns,
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NotrricaTions Receivep rroM Mipwives.—The improvement in comply-
ing with the requirements of the Central Midwives Board is still being
maintained. It will be observed that medical help has been advised in an
inereasing number of cases, and that there has been likewise a considerable
increase in the number of letters of enquiry received from midwives. To a
large extent the improvement is due to the efforts of the inspectors to educate
those women who are certified but who have not been trained, and those
recently trained but with little experience. The notifications for the years
1916 and 1917 are set out in the following table :—

1914, 1917.
Distriet. District.
North- South- North- South-
west.  east. Total, west. east. Tetal,
Still-births .. e R e [ 74 221 a9 £l 180
Deaths before arrival { mother ...... 1 — 1 - 3 3
ofdoetor’ ............ | child ........ 17 5 22 2 13 15
Medical help for mother .............. ... 396 274 672 408 238 606
55 child . 250 139 289 - 228 172 400
Notice of having laid out a dead
body... 50 ] TR T 20 26 45
Letters forwarded h_r Cﬁuntj" Medical
Officer dm.wmg attention to breaches
of rules ....... b 7 12 4 7 11
Letters received explmumg I'a.llure. tﬂ
comply with the rules .................. 9 17 < 19 11 30
Letters of enquiry received ............... 22 20 42 4 70 74

DEerans RespEcTIiNG TOR NUMBER oF MIipwives :—

North-west Souoth-east
District. District.  Total.

Number of midwives on the register on January lst, 1917 199 143 842
Deaths during the year.. : 2 2 4
Midwives who were not pnmbmu or who were work-

ing in Institutions and not su Jeat to supervision 29 22 51
Resigned during the }'em*.. T e e 10 7 17
Removed out of county... e P e R 2] 25 46
Certificates cancelled... 1 1 2
Additional midwives who notified their intention to

practise during the year ...... 27 11 38
Number of midwives rmtmmg at end 01' jﬂaar 163 o7 260
Total number on the l:Pngmter in thc Euuntj' uf hant,

December 31st, 1017.. 192 119 311

The majority of the rcslgnatmns durmg the year have been due to old
age and inability to comply with the rules of the Central Midwives Board.
It will be observed that there was a total reduction of thirty-one registered
midwives in 1917, but under the scheme outlined on page 51 it is hoped
speedily to cover the districts where there is a shortage, and also to replace a
few other midwives who cannot be regarded as entirely satisfactory, but in
- whose cases pressure to resign has not previously been brought to bear, owing
to the needs of the district in which they practice. But for the wvigilant
supervision of the inspectors in such cases it is likely that circumstances
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would have arisen which wounld have necessitated their being reported to the
Central Midwives Board.

PrErPERAL FEVER.

North-West, South-East, Total.
_ | :
[T B T ] e e U e I 17 11 )
Attended by Midwives alone ... . ........ | H 3 1
i DRt bR e, o St o] b} 4 13
Attended by Midwives as Nurses ......... ' 3 2 i

Amount or Work Carriegp our ey Mipwives.—From enguiries made
from each registered midwife, it has been ascertained that 6,904 births were
attended by midwives alone out of a total number of 17,903 births registered
in the administrative County of Kent during the year 1917.

173 midwives attended 25 cases or less,

43 " e 26 to 50 cases.
o o o Bl et 55 oo
18 o -] 76 to 100 ,,
4 1 X 101 to 125 i
s = 126 to 150 ,,
B ols i 161 to 175 ,,
2 G 176 eases upwards.

The number of midwives who attended twenty-five cases or less is very
striking, and is a considerable increase on the number for last year (134). In
very few of the rural areas are there sufficient cases to enable a midwife to
aarn a livelihood without assistance, and the majority of rural midwives are
either married women or also act as local district nurses under a nursing
association.

Visirs Pamp py Ixspecrors.—The following is a summary of the visits
made by the inspectors in each district :—

|
DISTRICTS. I
Torar.
North-West. | South-East.
Total visits paid by iuspectors ... T8 I 672 1461
Inspections of midwives and unregistered
women— 5
Bona-fide women ... 106 5 112 217
Trained women ... il 200 226 42
|
Unregistered women i 7 11 18
|
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The difference between the number of wisits and the number of inspections
is accounted for by special visits, e.g., to patients who have been attended by
unsatisfactory midwives or uncertitied women ; e disinfection, high tempera-
ture, inflammation of the eyes, puerperal fever, ete.; or attendance
at Court and at the Penal Committee meetings of the Central Midwives
Board ; and interviews with persons interested, in various ways, in the
administration of the Midwives Aet.

The following tabulations shew the numbers of notifications received from
midwives during each of the years 1909 to 1917, inclusive, together with
various other details for the nine years. Appended also are particulars of the
penal cases (reported to the Central Midwives Board) in each inspector’s area,
and detailed lists of the complications which necessitated midwives sending
for medical help during the year 1917.

Norti axp West Kext (Miss Harrisox).
Notifications received. 1009 1910 1911 1912 1913 19014 1916 1916 1917

Medical help for mother ...... 143 308 200 372 354 382 357 396 408
B 0 ehild: .ocoivean BT 74 127 163 196 267 272 250 228
BHHEhirERe T 100 150 149 162 149 166 131 147 L1
Death of mother ........ ...... 1 - 1 1 3 — 1 1 —
] T [ 15 16 30 21 20 13 17 17 2

Total No. of Midwives at end 225 248 218 217 222 251 232 199 192
of year

Certificates cancelled by Central Midwives Board (1809-1917).. ...... 23
Midwives censured i - o ® o et |
atal ponal cemes ' s s e 09
No. of women prosecuted for practising as midwives (1909-1917) ... 21
,» midwives not notifying intention to practise , ] |
Of the 225 midwives at the end of 1908, 75 were trained and 150 were ** bmdﬁdz
o 102 i i 1917, 118 i5 74 o

Penal Cases.—None.

SuMMaRY oF REasons oF sENpING For Mepicar Herr (1917):—

For the mother :—

Abnormal presentations ...... A e ey e
Abnormal lalours (1 u]lﬂtlm.ta{lj T DD
Abortions ..... P e Oy T e CT T 1 |
Aunte-partum h:enmrrlmgﬂ ciessissinriisantitsisannases 19
Delayed labour ........ L r I Py Pt T
Post-partum Ilmmnlr]'mge e L e s A R T
Rise off TemMPEFATNES .00 caiaimniiiniinasdvmnaiaianns. B0
Betained placonts .........c. viere cecnieisnserenrnncnns o 3B
O POTMEEE oo, iaoiis o, tacinnar ne ammsirasans S
Varicose veins, T e e i
Miscellancous illNess.................ceeererererersrsceres 4B

Total.......creeen.. 408
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For the child :—

Convulsions  .........occoe. e S e S 8
Dangerons feebleness. ......c.ocoiiiiiiiiiniiiiases 28
1T 1T R e e el I

Inflammation of the ayes ......coovecerminr snrannen. 105

e L0 ANAT N g st v o o e Bl e a3
T DTl o o o i s e e i e et LA
M e A o i b a ey L e e

. Takal.. . coireeiar.: 228

Sour axp Easr Kenr (Miss Berry.)

Notifications received. 1009 1910 1911 1812 1918 1914 1915 1916 1917
Medical help for mother...... 121 227 226 287 325 333 285 276 288

% o BB e SdL B8 B8 M4E B 179 107 189 173
BEll-bArths....coiciiine vivanasiom 38 74 &b &7 i) 86 7h 74 bl |
Death of mother . ...ocoviaeaes 1 - 4 1 2 - 1 — 3

bl aneate | e 3 oA TE UL 1SS
Total No. of midwives at

andof Frar: .. 116 113 166 176 1ééd 185 173 143 118
Certificates cancelled by Central Midwives Board (1908-1917) ...... 17
Midwives consured N il o o 2
Total Penal CaBea ...co..oriesesissnarinsssisnnssasnenarnaes LD

No. of unregistered women proseeuted for practising as midwives (1008-1917) ......... 11

,» midwives prosecuted for not notifying intention to practise ..............ooeo .. 1
Of the 115 midwives at the end of 1909, 40 were trained and 75 were bond fide.
119 o e 1917, &85 i HE

(] a1y 3]

Pevan Case (1917).—Failing to cleanse the baby's eyes at birth or
immediately after. Failing to advise medical help sufhiciently early when
there was inflammation of, and discharge from, the child’s eyes. Failing to
notify the Loecal Supervising Authority that medieal help had been advised.
Failing to swab daily and otherwise secure the comfort of the patient.
Failing to keep her register of cases up to date and failing to keep a record of
pulse and temperature. Result—Certificate cancelled.
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SUMMARY oF REasoxs or sENpING ror Mepicarn Hewe (1917):—
For the mother ;—

o e A e e o Ll 12
Ante-partum hemorvhame ..o, 15
Complications during puerperium _.................... 14
i s e T e T R e e T
Obetrinoted 1abonr . oviieiiininiieennsisnsavennens . B3
Post-partum hemorrhage...........ccceviiiiiennnne., 19
Retained plecenta ......coviviiiv iv vivivvevevacnioen s 20
Rise of temperatnre ............ccocvvvvniiicen vvenioienes 38
Ruptared perinenm ... sl Bl
N ERINO BT oo cociecsscne o o i s rrasn s b s s 3
Miscollaneons .. ...........cccoeeviees e Caroe N 11

288

For the child :—

5% 3 01 e e e e i R e D
EslormaiBieds - s el e e s s e a e
Inflammation of eyes..........cocovvvivviiiiiinisinn. 66
e phiEmas s e e 9
Prematurity and feebleness ..............ccevvvvrennnee. 5
e IR AR e T o e e il

172

Provision oF MiwiFery Facinrries.—Early in 1917 the Kent County
Council decided to establish a number of “subsidised” midwives in areas where
the service was inadequate or where it was not possible for one to earn a
livelihood without assistance. There are many such areas in Kent with small
or scattered populations, and at the time of writing nine midwives have
accepted appointments under this arrangement.

The minimum guaranteed income is £80 per annum, and the annual
subsidies payable by the County Council vary from £20 to £50, according to
the number of confinements whieh it iz expected that the midwife will be
able to undertake. In addition, school nursing work is included among the
duties.

The Kent. County Nursing Association have likewise displayed great
activity in the establishment of midwives for areas where there was a
shortage, and the County Council have assisted that association in the
formation of new loeal nuesing associations for this purpose by means of
grants varying from £25 to £50 per annum to meet the estimated deficit for
the first year, with a promise of future grants based on the annual balance
sheet if such grants might be needed. These associations will also undertake
general district nursing, but it is understood that the midwifery work shall
receive primary consideration. In a number of cases the inspectors of
midwives, on my instructions, have taken the initial steps in forming
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associations in instances where [ have judged that the needs of the district
would be better served than by directly subsidising a midwife.

The map included at the end of this report shows the districts where
the midwifery service is inadequate at the present time, together with those
parishes where midwives have been placed either directly by the County
Couneil or by the formation of nursing associations as above outlined.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

During 1916 a comprehensive county scheme for the administration of
the Notification of Births Acts, in those districts which had not yet appointed
health visitors, was put into operation. Since that year several additional
areas have transferred from local to county administration, and the complete
scheme is shown in the following tabulation and in the map at the end of
this report :—

TaerLe 18.

1 HNos. of Vieits paid by | Complaints
= e Health Visitors. dealt with.
. g .5 s

s | = i &

% | Present Health Visitor. - = = 357 = .

B ; =3 = = _— B g

= & A =4 = i=1= P

Cal | = =5 3 += ¥ = % B o=

a | E|2=| s | B | & | & | E8 |24

-~ 2 = = L) o o = (=]

1 | A. M. Hutching.......... 15508 | 128,605 | T4449 413 1,211 136 2 —
2 | B. F. Miles ..... ity 55436 (131006 | 3516 | 48k | 1,208 | 3R4 23 8
3 | A Stanford... ciccennans 02666 | 28 5650 499 S el 2800 aa 21
4 | F.Barnes {J'LTﬁ-r'tl 217}, ... | B2205 | S0800 | 428 (a) (a) () (a) (a)

1‘5 % F gaukri ,,,,,,,,,, | iﬂiﬁﬁ 1.:%;33'7_ E% b 230 16 — —
1] = Mia FAGL: sevsvess T S i) | TJII & * -

7 | DL AMorris waivsiessnsoes ovagq | ‘o5nmg | ‘mapy| 411 f 1562 | 11 ’ 5
§ | M F.Orpin.cecescacccnas 83,148 | 32.004 644 a1 1.7%) L) b 1]
i A Smithgon -........... | 72005 | 35081 1 [ 5] 1,450 167 49 8

10| E.-Hasbings cococvcness BE030 | 21,312 a4 270 a8 150 17 11

TE AL Todd cocvcesvnnnunnss 44 R B 112 152 230 a8 i | e

12 | E.G. Young {(April 1J14) | 30490 | 7,230 117 —_— - — — -

13 | 6 Locnd Nurses (Oct. 14Ty | 54,300 | 14414 M3 21 45 13 - —

14 | 7Local Nurses (JLCLNLAL) | 41442 | 12493 | 1174 1156 402 65 - -

15 | 10 Local Nurses (K.C.N.A| 271558 | 321800 | 1580 151 44 81 - -

Alareh 1117
16 1 Loeal Nurse (Mar, 1{17).. 2M3 | A0S0 138 201 173 43 -_ —
17 | 2 Local Nurses (July 117y 2791 | 9,046 118 30 130 L) 1 -
' |

& Se map at end showing the boundaries of the different distriets.

t These nrens were combined until September #ith, 1918, Herne Bay was included on
Bi.fl.rc}:: 12th, 1917, Whitstable on May 1st, 1918, and Broadstairs on September 30th, 1918,

T Approximate.

(L) I'1111:: health visitor met with an accident immedintely after her appointment, and did not
resume duties until January 1st, 1918,

In District No. 4 the nurse devotes four and a half days per week to health visiting and one
day toschool nursing. -

In District No, § the numse devotes two days to health visiting, two dovs to school nursing and
one and & half days to tuberculosis nursing.

In District No. 10 the nurse devotes four days to health visiting and one and a half days to
school nursing.

 Districts Nos. 11 to 17 inclusive are all pari-time areas, the heslth visiting being undertaken

by district nursea. g :

In Districis 4, 12, 13.15 18, 17 there is not a full year's working to record, and the date of
commencing iz shown in brackets in column 2,
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Index cards for all births notified arve distributed to the health visitors
each week, particulars from the notification cards being filled in at my office.
To ensure uniformity each health visitor is instrueted, in detail, respecting the
filling in of information on the inquiry cards. Each health visitor is also
supplied with a complaint beok on which to report (a) infringements of C.M.B.
rules by midwives, (4) the practice of midwifery by unqualified persons (e)
sanitary defects noted at houses visited, (d) cases in which a report to the
N.8.P.C.C. is called for, (¢) other matters. Special inquiry forms are filled in
relating to still-births, and births not notified are reported to the County
Medical Officer.

By arrangement with the War Pensions, ete., Kent Local Committee,
the health visitors now perform very useful work in making recommendations
for grants for extra nourishment to the dependents of soldiers in
necessitous cases.  These recommendations are required, under Regulation
13 (a), Part 2, of the War Pensions Statutory Committee, to be in the form
of a medical certificate, and they are therefore considered and countersigned
by me before they are sent to the local committee concerned.

The recommendation is in the following form :—

I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the following

particulars respecting.................... ) e Y
correct, and I rmnmmand the case fm spemal grant by the War I‘enamns
ete., Kent Local Committee, owing to............ requiring, through illness,
more nourishment than............... can afford :—

Nature of illness........................... What extra nourishment is recom-
mended.................ooe...... Period  during which extra nourishment
should be supplied... ..Total income of household..
Dependents. .. Sean REHt uf hounas............ Name of Imsl:mnd
and unit to whmh |IE is a,t.f:n.nhed

County Health Visitor.
Department of the County Medical Officer of
Health, Sessions House, Maidstone.

e ot e o e
I certify the above case to be a proper one for a grant.
) e ) S o LIRS RO B S e S RS
County Medical Officer.
Datae.........

Health visiting has made important progress under county administra-
tion, and I hope to see the remaining sanitary areas in which the work is not
sufficient for a whole-time health visitor, transferred to the County Couneil
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Maternity Centres.

at an early date. This will lead to uniformity in working, and I think also

to economy,’ with certainly no loss in efficiency.

It will also facilitate the

preparation of a scheme, which is under consideration at the present time,
for the combination of various other duties, snch as tuberculosis and school
nursing, with the work of health wvisiting,

Marerziry Cextres.—The following particulars relate to the maternity
centres under the county scheme :—

District and Date
of Opening.

Bitnation of
Premizes,

County Conneil
Centres :—
Tonbridge.
(31st January,
1917).

Whitstable,
(10th April,
1018).

Cheriton.
(27th March,
1918),

Deal and Wal-
mer.
(12th September,
1918).
Voluntary
Centres :—
Westerham.
(*17th April,
1917).

Borough Green,
(*3rd January,
1918).
Meopham.
{*1st Febmary,
1918).

Southborough.
ber, 1918).
Barham.

(*16th July,
1918).

(*"17th Septem-

Sussex  Road
Conneil School

64, Oxford Street

The Village Hall

Masonic Hall,

Bondes Road

Alms  Honses,
London Road

Welfare House,
High Strect
Village Hall

Colebrooke Road,

High Brooms

Institute, Der-

ringstone

Dy and time
of opening.

Medical Otficer,

Nurse,

Each Wed-
nesday,
2pm. to 4

p.m.
Each Wed-
nesday,
3 p.m. to b
.

Each Wed-
nesday,
at 2.30 p.m.

| at 2.30 p.m.

Each Tues.
day, at
3.0 o'clock

| Each Thurs-
day, at
2 . 1,

First Friday
in each
month at
2-30 pm.

Each Tues-
day, at
3 0 o'clock

First Monday
lineach month
at 1.30 p.m.

Each Friday |

[ Dr. ¢ de Villiers

Medical  practi-

tioners of the |
town in rotation |
Nurse

Medical
tioners of the

town in rotabion |

Threa  month
SOES10T1S.

Ditto

None

Dr. Lipscomb at- |

tenda fortnightly

Dr. Garrett

Dr. Neil

Dr. Handerson

Visitor)

' Nurse F. E. Grant

practi- | Nurse M. F. Orpin

Nurse A, M. Hut-
china (Health

(Health Visiter)

Stokes,
(District Nurse)

(Health Visitor)

Nurse A. E. Smith-
son (Health
Visitor)

MNurze Wilson
{Health Visitor
attends once a
month)

Murse Miles
(Health Visitor)

Nurse Hewitzon

Nurse Stovens
(Health Visitor
attends once a
fortnight)

Nurse Orpin
{Health Yisitor)

* Date of afliliation to County Scheme,
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The fﬂll{)wing parl,irmlars relate to the sanitary areas in which the
Notification of Births Acts are administered by the Local Distriet Councils :—

Tasre 19.

I
Number of Health !
YVisitors. |
: o [ Births, Visits of Maternity Comtre
Sanitary District. | : [ 1917. | Health Visitor, | Average Attendance,
I Whole- | Part- 1817,
| time. time.
Aehiford.........ciuu.e 1 280 T "
Beckenham .. ......... 1 t1 419 2702 35
Bexle 2 441 1816 No centre
Bromley .............. 1 495 | 2877 No centre
Ohatham ........... .. 1 1 916 | 5237 26
Eavkford o0l 1 415 2323 ' 12
B . cieraeienrans BG4 . - ik
Wit 2 734 | 3483 | Two centres, 60
| | at each
Folkestone ............ 1 (i1 14563 29
Gillingham _.0......... 1 1007 1397 | "
Gravesend......... ..... 1 531 | 1264 30
Maidstone............... 2 668 | 3051 30
Margats ............... 1 255 | 1233 23
Milton Regis ......... la 145 | 407 . 43
Northfleat...... ........ 11 279 541 - '
T N I 1 1 361 | 1987 - 19
Queenborough ... ..... | 1h 81 | 552 ; 14
Eamsgata ............... o I | 284 | 2198 : i
Rochester ............... 2 598 3015 No centre
Handwich .............. 1 i 351 for 6 | 13
| months
Sevencaks...............! ’ 1 128 240 | About 50 habies
. ' | on register
Bheerness ......... . ... 1 | %62 734 a0
Bittingbourne ........| 1a | 165 493 ]
Tunbridge Wells...... | T2 | 306 2132 11
Dartford Rural | e 1 410 3347 10 (five centres)
Milton Rural ......... | la 258 497 ? 11
Sheppey Rural......... 1b 02 T i
Tonbridge Rural ...... 11 232 781 No centre

* Establishment of Maternity centre contemplated.
T Whole-time officials, dividing their time between health visiting and school nursing.
a&b. Combined whole-time H.V.
T No information.
Dr. Holroyde, of Chatham, refers to the question of the provision or a
“ maternity home” as follows :—

Chatham Borough.—* In any future extension of maternal and child
welfare work, the provision of a maternity home should claim a foremost
place. Few people realise the difficulties which beset many working-class
households during the lying-in period of the mother. The lack of adequate
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preparation and the unsatisfactory surroundings into which many an infant is
ushered, and amongst which the mother has to struggle towards recovery, are
only too common. In some cases, no matter how squalid the house, nothing
will induce the mother to leave it for her confinement, but there are many
others who would appreciate the guiet and well-ordered routine of a maternity
home conducted on simple lines. Fees would, of course, be charged, and
there should be no underselling of local midwives. A home of this character
might form the nucleus of a training school for midwives and have other
activities. In a district of this character, where there are three contiguous
authorities, co-operation in this matter seems desirable.”

N.B.—At the time of writing, the County Coumcil have approved
proposals for the establishment of a maternity home in one district in Kent,
in co-operation with two adjoining local authorities, and when this has been
successfully established, proposals for an extension of the scheme will be
considered.

MILKE SUPPLY.
Pupric Heatrn (Mink axp Cream) Recurations, 1912.—In accordance

with the circular of the Local Government Board, dated October 17th, 1913,

I beg to report as follows on the administration of the above Regulations in

the area under the jurisdiction of the County Council during the year 1917.

I am indebted to the County Analyst for the information here contained :—
I.—Milk and Cream (not sold as Preserved Cream ).

()
{a) Number in which a
Number of samples preservative was reported
examined for a preservative. present.
Milk . 1177 1
Skimmed Milk .. 9 0
Cream ‘ 7 2

2. —Cream sold -:uptesﬂ ved cream.
(a) Instances in which samples have been submitted for analysis
to ascertain if the statements on the labels as to preservatives
were correct.

(i.) Correct statements made.................. 17
(ii.) Statements incorrect 0
Total .. 1'?

b Det,ermm-ttmnﬁ 0[ nulk fat in cream suld as preserved cream.

(6) P

i) hoYa BB SE. Lo it s rann i wess e
WL YRRl o s e iy sk A
Total.. o L= T 17

(¢) Instances where {npnrt from 11131\'3!3} the requirements as to
labelling or declaration of preserved eream in Article V. (i.) and
the proviso in Article V. (ii.) of the Regulations have not been
observed.

No such instances reported.
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(d) Cases in which the Regulations have not been complied with.

Milk 105 Chatham Contained 0036 % boric acid.
Creamy 9 Elham 2 054 % -
s» 115 Wingham = 0307

3. —Thickening Substances.—No evidence of the addition of any of these
substances to a sample of cream or preserved cream was detected.

Damies, Cowsaeps axp Mickspors.—Under this heading, several
district medical officers of health comment on the question of a “clean milk
supply,” as follows :—

Bexley.—" 1 regard this (milk sampling) as a very necessary portion of
the inspector’s work and one from which the public should reap good results.
The price of this important article of diet is now so high that all possible
means should be taken to ensure that it is of the proper quality.”

““The cleanliness of the milk supplied is a matter to which a good deal
more attention might profitably be paid, and I have repeatedly mentioned in
reports the dirty methods usually engaged in milking and handling milk.
Compared with the actual handling of the milk, the limewashing and proper
ventilation of the sheds are minor matters.”

Chatham.— There are many undesirable factors in connection with
the produetion, handling, distribution and storage of milk. The problem
will probably be solved in the future by more effective control at the
source, and by the establishment in districts of receiving and distributing
depits, fitted with up-to-date appliances and methods for filtering, pasteurising
and bottling. If milk could be protected from dirt and bacteria between the
cow and the consumer, pasteurisation would be unnecessary. It is merely an
attempt to destroy organisms which should never be allowed in the milk.”

Rochester City.—* There can be no doubt that, arising from wvarious
eauses, such as want of carve, want of knowledge, and shortness of labour, a
large proportion of the milk produced in this distriet is not clean, and
therefore its quality as a food, especially for infants, is greatly vitiated. It
is lamentable that such a perfect food should suffer in this way, and means
should be found to maintain the splendid purity which it has when it leaves
the cow’s udder.”

HOUSING, TOWN PLANNING, &c., ACT, 1909.

The reports which bave been received are, in many instances, not framed
in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Regulations of the Local Government
Board, and in these cases the desired information has been obtained by direct
enquiry.

In a number of the districts the operation of the Act has been suspended
during the war, and this cause has also resulted, in many instances, in
strictly limiting the inspection of houses presenting, or likely to present,
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Tasre 20. the number of houses inspected under, and for the
purposes of, Section 17 of the Housing, Town Planning, &e. Act, 1909, in the
Urban Distriets of the County of Kent.

| & |g=sz2g|gEe2 | B | gEy | mwes
| SEExx | 2LE g @ =g
| & | 25833 | §2; | » | Bidp | EdeE
| 3 | 5883 | Ed5g| 3 | 5%EE | FeEs
DISTRICT | = £E¥5s | BEgs5 | = e
= =ReEs S g - =wbg
| wEU823 | msES| B «nES | wE2S
S o B B =2y o & o2
b I = L L bSO =S
2t | 2a%cE | ESaz | 2. 2RSS | Bows
=3 | BoZ2s | S, =2 | =g o ne e 2d
Ea | E2a58 | B8 | B2 | BE.E3 | ESmas
ZE | Zees5 | mEk%| ZE | REEE | ZETaS
Ashford = — = — — -
Beckenham ... 157 - — - 157 —
Bexley . 2 o — | = = el
Broadstairs and St. Peter's 10 1 AR | 8 —
Bromley (Borough)... 40 - —_ | = 21 —
Chatham (Borough) il 7 i ¥ — —
Cheriton e i — — — A —
Chislehurst | T - S — —
Dartford ... e O A - — | = 29 -
Deal { Borough) — — —_— —
Dover (Borough) — — = il = b &=
Erith .. : A ) - —_ | - 6l —
Faversham {H-L'I-I“ll_[{h] e o e — - |. 13 —_
Folkestone (Borough) N A < 2 2 i 2 102 -
Footscray . el i = - = == —
Fillinglham I'Hl:rmt!"h} : [i] f (i — -
Gravesend (Berough) wesf AL 13 12 | 13 48 —
Herne Bay ... ...f 152 — - | — 24 —
Hythe (Borongh) ... —_ —_ —_ | = —
Lydd (Borough) .. 13 - — | - 6] —_
Maidztone (Bor uughj — —_ —_ | - — =
Margate (Borough) .. ...| Opera/tion of Act| suspended durijng the war
Milton Regis el 98 6 — - — —
Wew Bomney {Hﬂmnﬂh} = i 1 1 —_ —_
Northfleet : - — -_ - e
FPenge .| 15 - —_ — 145 —
Queenbor nugi: {Bo mtgh]l T — = e = -
Hamsgate [ Borough) DEmm tion of Act| suspend|ed during the war
Rx:oclme.ter (City) — —_ | = -— .
Sandga o 108 - ol by —_ —
bnndulrh [iinmug]t] el 20 — — — 6] —
Sevenoaks — — = e
Sheerness ... u}!l} —_ 1 [N 1
Sittingbourne e | D6 — -— ag v —
Southborough . vl — | -— — - — —
Tenterden (Borough) A =1 = — - —_ —_
Tonbridge ... 4 2 — 4 —_
Tunbridge Wells {Bomuﬂh]l Cases| dealt with under P.|H. Aect|s when neclessary
Walmer ... .| B0 1 — == 1 -
Whitstable ... i O — — — 1 1
Wrotham ... ..| Opera(tion of Aet| suspend|ed durijng the war —_
Total Urban | 3402 ] 30 31 710 2

* Mo accurate reconds available.
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TasLe 21.—Showing the number of houses inspected under, and for the
purposes of, Section 17 of the Housing, Town Planning, &e. Act, 1909, in the
Rural Districts of the County of Kent.

§ |52°22|382 | B |84 | 332
= =228 | 284 = 2FE SELS
3 |$38:2 (288 | |3s2,|28%s
E | 28222 |§33 | B |22k | 2%:zE
= SEE=C | EEFe | B Sgs SoE2
DISTRICT. E | E5TES 5xsk -% ;QEE S
e | =3828 | MELEl L |®RER | ogkE
By | 38283 |Bde5| ° |9§2F | g%
bl pe=%e |l B8 | = BEE= | BT O
§= | $2528 |Bs2.8 | B, | Bzic | 8558,
| €8 | BE.%s 2255 | 22 |EToE | BeEiE
| 22 | 2355 |25 | 22 |22BE|235%s
Ashiford, Bast ... .| 12| 12 2 3 1 1
Ashford, West o B | ; Operation| of Act |suspen|dedduring the year
Elean... — | — — — — -
Bridge e R N (R T 10 10 17 10
Bromley ... | 45 | - 45 45 — et
Cranbrook ... el | B - - | - 10 —
Dartford 15 = — — il — — —_—
Dover —_ | — — | o= — —_
|
Eastry v [ [ — - - 10 ==
Elham ¥ 8 | 1 1 1 ] =
Faversham ... e [ ' — — — 113 -
Hollingbourn el 237 | 6 3 3 — —
Haoo ... vl =] — — e —_ -
Maidstone ... —| — P — —_ - e
771111 TSSO — . Bt BasiBe ki 8 64 —
Milton v 420 —_— -— - 111 --
Romney Marsh ... el 18 3 3 8 = 9
Sevencaks ... .. .. 1’; —_ - - - -
Sheppey ... B, .| 140 1 - -— 1 —
Strood ...|Operat/ion of Act practically!suspen/ded durinlg the war
Tenterden ... 2 -— — — = — =
Thanet o —— = — e - =
Tonbridge ... T -— - — B2 —_
Total in Rural Is-
tricts .| 2184 41 72 73 415 13
i Urban Dis- |
1917. - tricts | 2402 a9 - 31 710 2
L Total for County ..| 5586 | 80 102 | 104 | 1125 15
1 |
i -
r Total Rural | 2483 T2 | 22 15 | 1316 43
Total Urban ... 4631 100 1 &7 ] 1198 15
1916, - ; !
L Total County ...| 7114 172 i 109 | 89 | 2514 | 58
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defects requiring urgent attention. The shortage of labour and the cost and
shortage of materials are factors which must necessarily be taken into account
in dealing with owners of property at the present time.

The County Council appointed a rounty sanitary inspector during the
last quarter of 1914 to assist in the supervision of housing conditions of the
rural distriets, and in various other duties pertaining to sanitary administration.
He is at the present time on military duty and it is to be hoped that his
services will again be available in the near future.

Locar, GoversMENT Boarp Housing Exquiry.—In connection with the
housing enquiry of the Local Government Board, referred to on page 8 of
this report, I was able to obtain, through the courtesy of the majority of the
clerks of the local district councils, copies of the details supplied at the same
time as these were forwarded to the Board. Several of the clerks failed to comply
with my request, although I sent to each a stencil form for the purpose, and
in these cases the Secretary of the Loecal Government Board supplied me with
the details. In view of the important position which County Councils cecupy
in relation to public health and sanitary administration, it would appear
desirable that the Board, in conneetion with their periodical inquiries on various
matters, should request district couneils to forward duplicate information to
the County Medical Officer.

The following is a summary of the position in the administrative County
of Kent, as elicited by this inquiry :—

The figures given show—(1) Increase or decrease of working-class
population due to the war. (2) Dwelling-houses in district of (a) rateable
value up to £12, (b) rateable value between £12 and £20. (3) Houses
erected since last census (a) lower limig, (b) higher limit. (4) Houses de-
molished or permanently closed since last census (a) lower limit, (b) higher
limit. (5) Vacant houses suitable for working-class population, and reasonably
fit for human habitation.

A.—DimsTricTrs I¥ WHICH THERE I2 DEFINITELY BETATED TO BE A NEED FOR
ADDITION AL Hovsivg AccoMMODATION EITHER AT THE TIME OF
MAKING THE RETURN OR AFTER THE WAR.

Boroveas axp Ursaw Districrs.

Chatham.—(1) + 5,000. Permanency depends to a great extent on post-
war strength of Government establishments, (2) (a) 7,818, (b) 911. (3) (a)
134, (b) 173. (4) (a) 135, (b) 2. (5) Nil.

200 houses are required now and 250 after the war. The local authority
is prepared to submit a scheme for 100 houses. In addition, plans for
demolition and re-construction in Brook area have been prepared. Over-
crowding is more prevalent than in 1911
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Dartford.—(2) (a) 2,814, (b) 1,036. (3) (a) 58, (b) 153. (4) (a) 45.
(5) Nil.

A number of houses await condemnation, when other aceommodation
is available. 102 houses are required now and 400 after the war. The
local authority is prepared to submit a scheme for 400 houses. Private
enterprise is not expected to meet the needs for a considerable period.
Over-crowding is existent.

Erith.—(1) + 10,000. Permanency depends on future of munition
workers. (2) (a) 3,257, (b) 1680. (3) 54. () Nil

1,000 houses are required now and post-war requirements depend on (1)
above. The council does not intend to prepare a housing scheme at present,
bearing in mind their experience after the South African war. Private
enterprise is not expected to meet the deficiency without Government
assistance. Over-crowding exists at present.

Faversham.—(1) + 3,200. Permanency depends on future of munition
works. (2) (a) 2,331, (b) 271. (3) (a) 5, (b) 2. (4) (a) 23, (b) 2. (5) Nil.

200 houses are required now and post-war requirements (! 200) depend
on (1) above. The council has no housing scheme prepared, but may possibly
desire to put one forward at a later date for from sixty to one hundred houses.
There is very little likelihood of private enterprise meeting the needs of the
district. Over-crowding exists at present.

Folkestone.—(1) + 600, probably permanent. (2) (a) 1,818, (b) 2352.
(3) (a) 7, (b} 126. (4) (a) 31. (&) Nil

Seventy-fite houses are required now and seventy-five after the war. No
housing scheme has been prepared, but the council would be willing to
consider one for from 100 to 150 houses. In addition, an unhealthy area of
about sixty houses will be dealt with after the war. Private enterprise
depends on reduction of present prices, but local builders have the erection of
about thirty houses at present in contemplation,

Gillingham.—(1) An increase. Permanency depends on work in
military and naval establishments. (2) (a) 8,698, (b) 1,097. (3) (a) 403,
(b) 350. (4) (b) 76. (5) Nil.

500 houses are required under war conditions. A scheme for the
erection of seventy-four is in contemplation. Private enterprise is not
expected to move unless materials become cheaper.
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Gravesend.—(2) (a) 2,887, (b) 1,561, (4) (a) 17, (b) 78. (5) Practically
none.

A scheme for additional housing is required after the war, and the
council is prepared to submit plans for from 30 to 60 louses as a first
instalment, providing satisfactory Government assistance is forthcoming,
Private enterprise is not expected to meet requirements.

Hythe.—(2) (a) 620, (b) 485. (3) (a) 32, (b) T7. (5) NilL

About twenty-five houses are required to meet present demands and
about thirty after the war. A scheme has been prepared for the erection of
twelve cottages and the counecil is prepared to supplement these if Govern.
ment assistance is forthcoming. Private enterprise is not expected to provide
houses owing to prohibitive cost. Over-crowding is prevalent in one or two
distriets.

Lydd.—(1) + 8 ¥ to 10 %/, probably permanent. (2) (a) 477, (b) 51,
(3) (a) 8. (5) Nil.

About fifty additional houses will ba required after the war. No scheme
has been prepared by the council, but one would be considered in accordance

with the Local Government Board’s suggestions. Private enterprise is not
expected to meet the needs for a considerable time.

Maidstone.— (1) Considerable increase, probably permanent. (2) (a)
4,264, (b) 2,209. (3) (a) 36, (b) 84. (4) (a) 14. (5) Nil.

About 200 additional houses are required, and a special committee is
preparing a scheme for their erection. Private enterprise is not expected to
meet the needs, owing to the high cost of materials,

Margate.—(1) Temporary decrease. (2)(a) 1,251, (b) 1,629. (3) (a) Nil,
(b) 70. (4) (a) Nil, (b) 39. (D) 800. Temporary removals due to air raids,
chiefly residential and boarding houses.

A scheme for forty-two cottages to replace houses demolished since 1911
has already received the sanction of the Loeal Government Board. Including
this scheme and the number of houses to replace unfit ones, at least 150
houses are required. Private enterprise is not expected to build. There has
always been a shortage of houses of low rentals in Margate.

Milton Regis.—(2) () 1,190, (b) 350, (3) (a) 317, (b) 35. (4) (a) Nil
(b) 6.

About fifty houses will be required at the end of the war, and the loca.
authority is prepared to consider a scheme to build these.



Housing Conditions. 63

Northfleet.—(1) Slight decrease, but an increase is expected after the
war. (2) (a) 2,404, (b) 442. (3) (a) 14, (b) 65. (4) (a) 6, (b) Nil. () Nil

There is a present shortage of about 100 houses. A scheme for 147
houses was prepared just before the war, but the Board refused their sanction
to a loan (17/1/16). The council is anxious to carry out this scheme pro-
vided a loan will be approved and can be obtained at low interest. Private
enterprise had almost ceased to provide working-class houses for several years
before the war.

Queenborough.—No return submitted. The council has decided to put
forward a scheme for the erection of 150 houses on a selected site.

Rochester.—(1) Increase, permanency depending upon post-war conditions,
(2) (a) 5,092, (b) 804. (3} (a) 1, (b) 42. (4) (a) 114, (5) Nil.

300 houses are required now and an additional two hundred will be
needed after the war. A scheme is in course of preparation for sixty-five
houses. Private enterprise is not expected to provide houses for some time
after the war. It is estimated that there are at least 500 persons living in
the district under conditions of bad housing.

Sevenoaks Urban.—No return submitted. Sanction has been applied for
to build 150 cottages, but the Local Government Board have up to the
present approved only sixty. The Board have been asked to reconsider their
decision and grant at least one hundred.

Sittingbourne.—No return submitted. The council has resolved to
formulate a scheme for the provision of fifty houses, subject to the Treasury
increasing their grant. (See page T4, para 2.)

Tonbridge.—(1) + 500, Strictly temporary. (2) (a) 2,230, (b) 544.
(3) (a) 3, (b) 21. (4) (a) 11, (b) 4. (5) Nil

Twenty houses are required now and about fifty after the war. The
council is willing to prepare a scheme to build these seventy houses,
provided adequate Government assistance is forthcoming  Privale enterprise
will not provide one-fourth of the needed accommodation.

Wrotham.—(2) (a) 643, (b) 113. (3) (a) 31. (4)(a) 6, (b) Nil. (5) Nil,

It is estimated that twenty houses will be required after the war. The
council will be willing to consider a scheme to build these if necessary.
Proposals for erecting houses by the Public Utility Society are likely to
mature immediately after the war.
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Rurar Districrs.— (In rural districts the limits of rental covered by (2) (3)
and (4) are up to £8 and £16 respeetively. )

Ashford, East.—(1) Temporary increase in two parishes and deerease of
from 10 % to 15 7/ in the remainder of the district. (2) (a) 2,339, (b) 849.
(3) (a) 28, (b) 139. (4) (a) 31, (b) Nil. (5) 41.

It is impossible to estimate the exact needs of each parish, but pro-
visional figures are given suggesting that thirty-three houses are required now,
with an additional 109 after the war. Qualifications are made in certain
parishes, and in others no figures are given. The council is willing to
consider a scheme to meet the needs of each parish when these can be
ascertained. Private enterprise is expected to assist to only to a very small
extent.

Bridge—(1) Slight decrease, probably temporary. (2) (a) 1902, (b)
263. (3) (a) 53, (b) 16. (4) () 19, (b) (1). (5) 25.

It is estimated that about fifty houses are required, and probably private
enterprise will meet the needs of the district.

Bromley.—(1) 50 7 increase at Mottingham —permanency depends on
future of munition works; in other parishes there is a marked temporary
decrease. (2) (a) 1,679, (b) T01. (3) (a) 80, (b) 63. (4) (a) 24. (5) Nil

Fifty houses will be required in Orpington after the war, and the couneil
is prepared to consider a scheme to build these. The requirements at Mot-
tingham depend on the permanency or otherwise of the increased population.

Cranbrook.—(1) Approximately 1,500—2,000 decrease, probably tem-
porarily. (2) (a) 2,204, (b) 502. (3) (a) 61, (b) 26. (4) (a) 17. (5) 99.

From six to twelve houses are required in isolated places. Private enter-
prise is expected to meet building needs to only a slight extent.

Dartford.—(1) Considerable increase. Permanency depends on future of
munition works. (2) (a) 3,204, (b) 4,463. (3) (a) 41, (b) 1,111. (4) (a) 63,
(b) 4. (5) 11.

Pre-war requirements (now accentuated by demands of munition workers)
were as follows :—Eynsford 20, Darenth 12, Farningham 12-20, Sutton-at-
Hone 36, Ash 12, Swanscombe 200, Hartley 6, Lullingstone 10. The council
will be prepared to submit schemes for housing, and have already prepared
one for twelve houses in Southfleet. Private enterprise will be insufficient to
meet the needs of the district generally. (See extract at emd from M.O.H.s

report. ).
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Elham.—(1) Decrease. (2) (a) 1,227, (b) 495. (3) (a) 17, (b) 33. (4)
5. (B} 20.

Present additional houses required ineclude fifty at Lympne, twenty at
Stanford, and ten at Hawkinge. Extra housing will also be required in several
parishes after the war. The council is prepared to consider schemes for the
provision of houses, provided there will be a fair return on eapital expended.
Private enterprise is not expected to build.

Faversham.—(1) Marked increase, permanency depending on the future
of munition works. (2) (a) 2,869, (b) 348. (3)(a) 34, (b) 2. (4)19. (5) Nil.

The numbers of houses required now are stated to be Boughton 25,
Goodnestone 2, Graveney 4, Faversham-Without 50, Sheldwich 23. and
Teynham 20; and after the war, additional housing to the same extent will
be needed in the three first-mentioned parishes, together with #ix each at
Doddington and Norton. In several of the districts the needs arve stated to
be “indefinite.” The additional housing required generally, appears to
depend entirely on the future extent of the manufacture of munitions, and
therefore no scheme has been prepared by the district council, although very
little private enterprise in this direction is expected.

Hoo.—(1)+1,500. Permanency or otherwise will depend on Governmsnt
establishments. (2) (a) 663, (b) 211. (3) (a) 21, (b) 80. (4) (a) 23+ (5) Nil.

The present needs for additional houses are in Allhallows 15, Hoo 50,
Grain 25, St. Mary's 10, and Stoke 28, and post-war needs are Cooling 10,
High Halstow 15. The couneil would be prepared to consider a scheme for
128 houses but private enterprise is expected to meet the whole of the require-
ments if money ean be obtained at a low rate of interest, or building schemes
subsidised.

Malling.—(2) (a) 3,310, (b) 1504. (3) (a) 96, (b) 29. (4) (a) 29.
(5) Approximately 100 temporarily, majority being due to tenants moving.

Ten additional houses are stated to be required now and 234 after the
war. In due course the council will prepare a scheme for any reasonable
number of houses. Very little private enterprise in this direction is expected.
Over-crowding may be expected after the war.

Sevenoalks.—(2) (a) 3,385, (b) 998. (3) (a) 98, (b) 123. (4) (a) 89
(D) 49.

Present needs for additional houses are in Edenbridge 20, and Otford,
Riverhead, Shoreham and Westerham 10 each ; and post-war requirements are
Halstead 12, Westerham 15 and Brasted, Otford, Riverhead and Shoreham
10 each,
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A scheme for eight additional houses at Westerham has already been
approved by the Loeal Government Board, and additional schemes will be
preparved if finaneial assistance is such that houses can be built without be-
coming a burden on the rates  The “ Otford Smallholders, Ltd.,” are prepared
to build the cottages required at Otford and probably also at Riverhead
if Government assistance is forthcoming,

Thanet.—(1) Small temporary decrease. (2) (a) 974, (b) 981. (3)
Practically nil. (4) (a) 3. (5) Nil.

Additional houses required after the war will be at Birchington 20,
Manstone 10, Minster 10, Monkton 5, St. Nicholas 5, and St. Lawrence
Extra 4. Owing to the war a scheme which was in hand for the purchase of
land for the erection of workmen's dwellings, was not proceeded with It is
improbable that private enterprise will meet the needs of the distriet.

Tonbridge. —(1) Considerable temporary decrease, but a 157/ inecrease is
expected after the war. (2) (a) 1,641, (b) 1,630. (3) (a) 54, (b) 45. (4) (a)
5, (b) 2. (5) About 10.

The housing needs are stated to be at Brenchley 12, Capel 6, Hadlow 10,
Hildenboro' 10, Horsmonden 4, Lamberhurst 12, Pembury 12 and Speld-
hurst 6. Plans for the erection of these cottages, at a cost of £20,500, are
already in hand. Private enterprise has not met past needs and cannot le
expected to in future.

B. I¥ THE FOLLOWING DISTRICTS THE NEED FOR NEW HOUSES I8 QUALIFIED
OR 18 XOT DEFINITELY STATED. '

Borovucis axp Urpax DiIsTRICTS.
Ashford. —(2) (a) 2,444, (b) 467.

No definite housing requirements are given, but it is stated that the
council has decided to consider a scheme for the erection of dwellings when
more precise information as to the financial assistance to be afforded by the

Government, is forthcoming.

Beckenham.—(2) (a) 759, (b) 2,383, (5) Nil.

Few industries exist and consequently no great demand arises for
working-class dwellings.



Housing Conditions. 67

Bexley—(1) + 6,000 temporary. (2) (a) 1,905, (b) 1,712. (3) (a) 8,
(b) 675. (4) (a) 29. (5) Nil.

The war has produced a marked increase in the working-class population
of the district, but the position to-day is not permanent. The council are of
the opinion that they ought mnot to any considerable extent, if at all,
undertake the provision of working-class dwellings.

Bromley.—(1) Temporary decrease. (2) (a) 1,763, (b) 2,590. (3) (a) 52,
(b) 128. (4) (a) 6, (b) 2. (5) 12.
This is a residential district with a fixed population, and the counecil do

not. anticipate that any exceptional namber of houses are or will be required,
but private enterprise may reasonably be expected to meet demands.

Cheriton.—(1) 30 %/ decrease. Permanency or otherwise depends on
military establishments at Shorncliffe Camp. (2) (a) 547, (b) 236. (3) (a) 6,
(b) 31. (4) (a) 2, (b) 1. (5) Nil.

No additional housing is required now and future developments depend

upon (1) above. Private enterprise will probably meet all needs of a normal
character.

Chaislehurst.—(1) Slight temporary increase. (2) (a) 486, (b) 607. 3 (a)
1, (b) 1. (4)(a)3. (5) Nil

There will be little need for the erection of working-class dwellings after
the war, but if provision is necessary the council will be willing to consider a
scheme.

Dover.—(2) (a) 4,959, (b) 2,037. (3) (a) 36, (b) 44. (1) (a) 181, (b) 38.
(5) Nil.

Many persons now residing in the borough for various reasons will doubt-
less leave on the termination of the war. The future working-class population
will depend upen garrison, naval and docking port arrangements, and the
development of Kent coal-fields after the war, It is therefore impossible to
estimate housing requirements, but a local builder states that he intends to
erect about 200 houses “ immediately the state of affairs becomes normal.”

Ramsgate.—No return submitted. There is a large number of empty
houses at present, owing to removals to munition areas and to people having
left the town in consequence of air raids. Working-class people are now
returning, and the council is considering the question of providing any
necessary additional accommodation,
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Sheerness.—(2) (a) 2,370, (b) 1,120. (3) (a) 120, (b) 84. (4) (a) 13.
(5) Nil.

The question of post-war requirements. in housing depends on the position
of the town as a paval and military establishment. Private enterprise has
met past needs when sites have been available. The present price of land
practically prohibits the construction of working-class dwellings.

Tenterden.—(1) —400. (2) (a) 560, (b) 121. (3) (a) 18, (b) 6. (4) (a)
11, (b) 2. (5) 8.

The district council cannot state requirements, but they will be willing to
consider a scheme of housing, if necessary. 195 of houses inspected had
more than two persons to a room.

Walmer.—(2) (a) 615, (b) 157. (3) (a) 17, (b) 2. (5) 6.

No urgent demand for new houses and any requirements are sufficiently
met by private enterprise.

Rurarn IMsTRICTS.

Ashford West.—(1) Estimated decrease of 10 9/, probably half of this
being permanent. (2) (a) 1,315, (b) 313. (3) (a) 17, (b) 6. (4) (a) 6. (5) 21.

The district couneil eannot state requirements (if any) of the different
parishes after the war, although no houses are required at present. They are
willing to prepare a scheme after the war, when the position of affairs can be
ascertained. Private enterprise depends on cost of labour and building
materials.

Blean.—(1) - 500, probably temporary. (2) (a) 968, (b) 457. (3) (a) 27,
(b) 11. (5) 18.

A considerable number of houses now occupied by persons from other
districts, on account of air raids, will probably become vacant. Private enter-
prise will possibly build when materials become cheaper.

Eastry.—(1) 107 temporary decrease. (2) (a) 2,281, (b) 523. (3) (a)
75, (b) 43. (4) (a) 21, (b) 3. (5) 20.

The additional housing aceommodation needed in this district will depend
entirely on the development of the coal mines. - Plans have been submitted to
the Local Government Board for the erection of six houses in Ash. Private
enterprise (ineluding collieries) may reasonably be expected to provide any
additional accommodation required.
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Hollingbowrn.—(1) Slight temporary decrease. (2) (a) 2,488, (b) 427,
(3) (a) 40, (b) 15. (4) (a) 16. (5) Practically nil.

Present and post-war requirements cannot be stated. District entirvely
agricultural.  If the need should arise for additional housing, the local
anthority will prepare a scheme. Private enterprise cannot be velied upon.

Milton Ruwral.——No return submitted. Not such a shortage of housing
accommodation that cannot be dealt with by private enterprise.

Strood.—(2) (a) 1,770, (b) 1,320. (3) (a) 14, (b) 116. (4) (a) 44.
(5) Nil

The uncertainty of labour conditions, as affected by munition works,
makes it impossible to state additional housing requirements. In the event
of the local authority erecting houses after the war, very little, if any, building
will be carried out by private enterprise.

Tenterden.—(1) — 700. (2) (a) 1,060, (b} 284. (3) (a) 31, (b) 15. (4) (a)
4. (5) 56.

The distriet council is unable to state whether additional housing will be
required, but no need exists for the preparation of a scheme under present
conditions. Private enterprise is not to be relied upon to build. There are
more than two persons to a room in a large number of houses.

Ix THE roLrOowING DISTRICTS IT IS DEFINITELY STATED THAT THERE
I8 NO NEED FOR AUDITIONAL HOUSING ACCOMMODATION :—

C.

Borovens axp Ureax Districts.
Broadstairs.—No return submitted. The council is not of opinion that
there is any housing need at the present time.

Deal.—(1) A marked decreaze, which will probably continue for some
time.

There iz no lack of houses in the borough and private enterprise will
meet any need to the full extent.

Foots Cray.—(1) Temporary increase. (2) (a) 341, (b) 514. There are
no industries in this district.

Herne Bay.—(1) Temporary decrease. (2) (a) 413, (b) T38. (3) (a) 21,
(b) 87. (4)(a)2, (b) 2. (5) About 6.

There is no appareut shortage of houses, and private enterprise would
meet any future need,
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New Romney.—(2) (a) 231, (b) 36. (3) (a) 8, (b) 3. (5) 7.
No additional houses are rm,luil'u{l now or after the war.

Penge—(2) (a) 712, (b) 1,751, (5) 230.

Present accommodation is considered adequate.

Southborough.—(1) Temporary decrease. (2) (a) 1,300, (b) 300. (3)
(a) 8, (b) 1. (4)(a) 7. (5) 15

There is no probability of any increase in the working-class population.

Tunbridge Wells.—(1) Temporary decrease. (2) (a) 2,939, (b) 1,618.
(3) (a) 61, (b) 49. (4) (a) 42. (5) 62.

The housing accommodation of the district is regarded as sufficient.

Whitstable.—(2) (a) 1,311, (b) 544. (3) (a)8. (4) (a) 3. (5) Nil.
There is ample accommodation in the district and private enterprise

would be likely to meet future needs.

Rurarn DisTrICTS.

Dover.—(2) (a) 786, (b) 351. (3) (a) 3, (b) 3. (4) (a)9. (5) Nil.

The district is practically an agricultural one, and no additional housing
is required. There has been a temporary rush into the district to escape air-
raids, hence the fact that no houses are vacant. Private enterprise would
provide any additional demands.

Maidstone Rural.—No return submitted. No necessity at the present
time for providing houses for the working-classes.

Romney Marsh.—(2) (a) 536, (b) 121. (3) (a) 13, (b) 7. (4) (a) &
(5) 15.

No additional accommodation is needed.

Sheppey.—(1) Permanent increase at Eastchurch. (2) (a) 350, (b) 250,
(3) (a) 40, (b) 40. (5) Nil.

The council consider that present accommodation is sufficient, and private
enterprise will meet future needs.
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I was unable to elicit any information from the district conncils of
Sandwich and Sandgate, and on writing to the Loeal Government Board six
months after the date of the inquiry I was informed that returns had not
been furnished from these areas.

It will be seen from the above summary, that in nineteen urban and
twelve rural districts information is given as to additional houses required (a)
now and (b) after the war. Iu the urban districts the aseertainable totals are
(a) 3,222 and (b) 1,385, and in the rural (a) 885 and (b) 582, These totals
understate the requirements, as in several districts no figures are given owing
to difficulties of estimation. In eleven urban and seven rural districts the need
for additional housing is doubtful, and in part depends upon the future of
military, naval or munition establishments.

In nine urban and four rural districts it is definitely stated that no further
accommodation is required at present, nor is any need likely to arise after the
war. Two urban distriet councils did not submit any return or reply to my
letter.

The total number of houses in the county (excluding the eleven districts
for which no figures are given) within the lower limit of rental referred to
is 108,450, and within the higher limit 49,463. The respective numbers
erected since the last census are 2,256 and 4,237, and the numbers demolished
or permanently closed 1,138 and 261. The number of vacant houses totals
1,631. It will be noted that in only a very few instances is private enterprise
expected to meet post-war housing requirements, and even these will depend
to a large extent on the cost of materials and labour.

Special points of difficulty and interest elicited by the return are as
follows :—

“ Loecal authorities should have greater control over vacant land in their
areas, and the process of aequisition should be simplified.”

““The experience of the council has unfortunately been that immediately
upon the cessation of hostilities the Government enter upon a policy of
retrenchment, and large discharges of workmen employed in H.M. Dockyard
and other government establishments are made.”

“ During the South African war, trade was exceedingly good in this
district, and in consequence the population increased considerably. A large
number of houses was erected, but soon after the termination of that war
people left the district and between the years 1902 to 1911 the number of
unoceupied houses varied between 300-750."
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“Land is burdened with vestrictions that houses shall not be built
chereon excepting at a certain value and this value prohibits the land being
used for the erection of houses for the werking-classes.”

“In many cases where men are away in the Army two or more families
are occupying one house, which will be impossible when the men return.”

“Unless accommodation can be provided at a low cost, over-crowding is
caused by two or three families sharing the expevse of a modern house.”

“ Probably compulsory powers might be required to acquire the most
suitable sites, but these powers should be quick and inexpensive.”

“ Attention is called to the deficiency in available houses for the working-
classes, by the letting of cottages to “week enders”™ from London. Steps
should be taken to secure that houses erected for the working-classes should
be available for them only.”

“It is suggested that the Local Government Board should allow the
building bye-law to be modified in rural districts.”

“The council strongly recommend that the whole building schemes
should be executed privately, with national assistance. The council are of
opinion that more houses would have been built but for the restriction placed
on the operation of the Small Dwellings Aequisition Act, 1899, It is
suggested that a financial scheme should be devised for the granting of loans,
through the loeal anthority, to such owners (of property in which bed-room
accommodation is deficient) who could then be compelled to carry out such
structural additions or improvements as would make the houses more suitable
or occupation by families.”

“Difficulties are inevitable in aequiring land at a price which will yield a
reasonable interest on the capital. Until a basis is fixed (not necessarily the
ouly one) on the average amount paid by the owner in respect of rates or
taxes for so many years past, the very expensive method of arbitration will
continue.”

“In view of the fact that private enterprise has provided 95 %/ of the
existing houses, every effort should be made to restore such private enterprise
and finaneial assistance given for this purpose.”

“ Before the war building had practically ceased largely owing to new
taxes and the uncertainty felt as to their scope, and the fears of further like
taxation and the consequent withdrawal of capital from building finance.
What was uncertain has on one point become certain, viz. :—That increment
value would be levied not only on inerease in value of sites, but on builders’
profits too. DPrivate enterprise would doubtless be operative again if the
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misgivings of some persons could be removed, but trust and other funds will
not be so freely available owing to moneys becoming concentrated in war
loans and gradually in an almost single hand, which is probably withdrawing
siech eapital from availability for building work and finance.”

“If land now the property of the State were putin the market at a
reasonable rate, the result would be to give a great stimulus to private
enterprise.”

“Even the small investor no longer looks with favour on the building of
working-class houses owing to the returns from this class of property not
being adequate to attract private eapital.”

It will be seen from the above that, so far as Kent is conecerned, the
housing problem will be met, in general, by the local district couneils, or by
private enterprise, provided building materials and labour become available at
reasonable cost and also provided that the Government assistance is regarded
by the councils as adequate. In this connection the following extracts from a
further ecireular issned by the Local Government Board in 1918, are of
interest . —

“ The full cost of the scheme should, in the first instance, be met out of
the funds of the Loeal Authority by means of a loan to be raised by them and
for a period of years, which my Lords think should not be less than seven,
the necessary State assistance should be given in the form of a grant of a per-
centage of the loan charges sufficient to relieve the authority of 75 per cent.
of the estimated annual deficit ; the deficit in each case should be estimated,
with due regard to the actual increase in the cost of construction in the par-
ticular locality, on the basis of the estimated annual expenditure and the
estimated annual income over a period of years ; the interest charge on loan
moneys sbould be taken as the amonnt actually paid where loans are raised
from an outside source specifically for the purpose, or at the current market
rate where the money is provided from accumulated funds in the hands of the
Local Authority. At the "end of the period above referred to the property
should be valued, and 75 per cent. of the excess, if any, of the amount of the
loan outstanding over the then value of the property should be met by the
State, either by writing off a portion of the outstanding liability (if the money
was borrowed from State sources), or by the Government undertaking ve-
sponsibility for the appropriate proportion of the loan charges for the remainder
of its currency.

Any loans by the State for the purpose of assisted schemes would be
made at the full market rate of interest current from time to time, and not
at the preferential rates ordinarily allowed for housing loans, in order (1) that
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the whole of the State assistance may be given under one head, and (2) that
Loeal Authorities may be encouraged to borrow on their own credit rather
than to have recourse to State capital funds.”

“My Lords are willing to agree that the Board should have discretion,
in cases in which 25 per cent. of the deficit in respect of any scheme would
exceed the produce of a rate of a penny in the £ on the area chargeable, to
increase the grant beyond 75 per cent., subject to the condition that the
amount of the deficit to be borne by the Loeal Authority shall not be reduced
below the produce of a rate of a penny in the £

The following are a few extracts of interest from the distriet medical
officers’ annual health reports relating to housing conditions :—

Bexley Urban.—* The practice of the tenants of the houses sub-letting
rooms is very general and there is every reason to believe that day and
night oceupation of the bedrooms is still earried cut to a large extent.
The tenants frequently get far more rent (by sub-letting) than the owners,
and without having to pay rates and taxes or do repairs, though the wear
and tear of the property are much increased. The erection of the hutments
in the East Wickham Ward does not appear to have made any appreciable
difference in the general over-crowding.”

Rochester City.—Dr. Pritchett writes :—* No further steps with regard
to the building of workmen’s dwellings have been taken during the year and
the position is practically the same as reported last year. 1 should like to
point out that the site for such dwellings is of no less importance than the
character of the houses to be erected, and the great point in choosing sites is
to see that they are in such a position as will ensure plenty of pure and fresh
air. A convenient and cheap site, in an already congested locality, no matter
how structurally perfect the dwellings erected on it might be, should never be
chosen.”

Dartford Rural.—Housing accommodation is stated by Dr. Richmond to
be insufficient throughout the district. The council contemplates building
some 600 houses after the war, if the conditions of government help prove
satisfactory.

RIVERS POLLUTION.

No comment is made in the distriet reports concerning this question, and
there appears to be no great cause for complaint at the present time. The
Medway is polluted by several towns at or near the mouth of the river, but
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schemes of sewage disposal have been proposed and will, T hope, shortly be
put in hand which should remedy the condition considerably.

SANITATION OF HOPPER ENCAMPMENTS.

These huts were inspected regularly and efficiently in the various dis-
tricts. The water-supply was kept under close supervision, and attention has
again been paid to lighting and ventilation. For the most part the regula-
tions were followed satisfactorily.

Dr. Tew commented in Febrnary, 1917, on an adverse report made by
Dr. Farrar, of the Loecal Government Board, on accommodation for hop-
pickers in the Tonbridge rural distriet.

The report referred to over-crowding and inadequate ventilation and
lighting of huts, inadequate latrine accommodation and lack of scavenging

In his comments Dr. Tew pointed out that Dr. Farrar, at his own request,
had only visited places where conditions were known to be at their worst,
and at those encampments work was either in hand or under notice to be
carried out. These bad conditions were not general. Shortage of labour
rendered it difficult for farm hands to be spared to look after sanitary
conditions, and no substitute had been found for the assistant inspector of
nuisances, who was on military service.

As regards lighting, Dr. Tew's opinion differs from Dr. Farrar’s in
relation to the respective merits of glass lights and the present wooden
- ventilators, and he states that over-crowding is frequent where there is
sufficient accommodation, owing to the bad distribution of the oceupants.
Bad ventilation in some places is admitted. The Local Government Board’s
ruling is asked as to the percentage of latrines required.

With respect to scavenging, &ec., Dr. Tew states that it should be
insisted upon that a responsible man be employed at each encampment or
group of encampments, either to undertake or to supervise the necessary work
regularly.

UNSOUND FOOD.

The question of unsound food was dealt with fully in my 1913 report, as
regards the general action taken in the different distriets with respect to
discovery and condemnation.

No questions of particular interest are dealt with in the district reports.
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WATER SUPPLIES AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

Many deficiencies exist, as dealt with in the last few preceding reports,
but there have been practically no developments during 1917, owing to war
conditions. '

The following are a few matters of interest —

Romney Marsh.— The watersupply of Dymchurch is extremely un-
satisfactory, and in my opinion this loeality should be supplied by the
Littlestone Water Company.

During the year I learned that the War Office was negotiating with this
Company for a sapply of water to Jesson Farm (where a flying camp is
established) half way between New Romney and Dymchurch. In view of the
possibility of the introduction of a small main, the County Council, on my
recommendation, made a representation that the Company should be
empowered to lay a main of such capacity that at a future date a supply of
water could be carried on to Dymchurch at a cost which might be within the
means of that village, and without extra cost to the War Office.

Dr. Hick, in co-operation with whom [ made an investigation into this
question, also took steps in this direction, and it has been decided that a
suitable main shall be laid as soon as the necessary labour is available.

Sittinghourne.—Dr. Mends Gibson writes :—* There is a good supply of
water, but of an exceedingly hard quality, and 1 do hope that in the near
future something will be done to reduce the present hardness which is now
over twenty-one degrees. No water for domestic purposes should be over
fourteen degrees.

“ This abnormal harduess must be the cause of a large expense as regards
the quantity of soap required to be used, neither is it conducive to the
general health of your district. From persoval enquiry, I find the Rainham
water has under one degree of hardness, and they are quite prepared to supply
you with enongh water to reduce the twenty-one degrees to fourteen degrees,
at tenpence, or very likely less, per thousand gallons. I think this would be
preferable to reducing the hardness by a chemical process, and I fancy the
cost would be smaller. I always prefer a natural water to a made one.”

New Romney. Drainage.—Dr. Hicks says :—* [ have from time to time
during the last five years called your attention to the drain at the workhouse,
and the Guardians, in response to your notices, have endeavoured to renew the
drainage complained of, but so far have failed to get permission from the Local
Government Board to earry out such work as they consider needful. T have
repeated my warnings, and recently the nurse in the workhouse had enteric
fever, the nursing of which cost much more than the altering and renewal of
drainage would have cost. Were this house occupied by a private person and
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was found by a Local Government Board Medieal Inspector in this condition
I should be sorvy for the medical officer of health who was answerable for the
place. It is a scandal that it should be allowed to remain.”

Stheerness.—* A water-carriage system of sewerage serves the whole of the
distriect. Owing, however, to the absence of a continuous water-supply, and
the expense of storage cisterns, there are still 1,900 houses in Sheerness with-
out flushing cisterns to water closets. There is no treatment of sewage, which is
held up in storage tanks and discharged at ebb-tide into the Medway. The
necessity of dealing with the main drainage of the district and with the
sewage pumping station has been accepted by the council, and energetic steps
are being taken to deal with the matter in the near future.”

Wrotham.—* The cesspool system of drainage is most unsatisfactory and
nuisances are very frequent owing to the overflowing of sewage on the premises
and along the highway in several parts of the district, as the emptying cannot
be properly carried out owing to the lack of labour. Nuisances also arise
from the emptying of the sewage wagon, as no suitable place can be obtained
for this purpose.”

SCAVENGING.

My report for 1915 contained full details of the arrangements existing in
each district in the county under this heading, and very few developments
have taken place since then on account of the war. [ append extracts from
district reports in this connection :—

Bexley.—* The diffienlty of obtaining suitable shoots still has its influence
upon the cost of removal and disposal and until some suitable method of dis-
posal can be found the expenditure will continue to be heavy.”

Queenborough.—* There is still room for improvement in the provision of
sanitary dust-bins for the use of householders. The present stringent restric-
tions on the supply of metal articles by the Ministry of Munitions give little
hope for better conditions in the near future.”

Sandgate.—* There are a large number of houses in the district which
are not provided with proper sanitary dust-bins. This is a most serious
matter. The inspector of nuisances reported on this, and laid the same before
the council for their consideration during last year when it was decided to
postpone action until after the war. There is no doubt that strong action
should be taken by the council in this matter as besides improving the sani-
tary condition it would greatly assist the work of collestion.”

Walmer.—* So far as it goes the present system is satisfactory, but every-
thing P&iut.s to the Lll:sirﬂbilit.y of direct management by the council on
properly equipped premises, where it would be possible to deal with the refuse
without creating a nuisance and at the same time meet the urgent national
call for utilization of waste, such as rags, paper, tins, &e.”
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THE WAR.

My staff has been depleted considerably through the members being
released for military service.

The members of the whole-time medical staff serving include the assistant
county medieal officer (who is also the bacteriologist), the assistant school
medical officer, two of the five tuberculosis officers, and two of the three
whole-time school medical inspectors. Only the last mentioned have been
replaced, and I have myself temporarily undertaken responsibility for the
bacteriological laboratory work at Maidstone. The three remaining tuberculosis
officers have willingly carrried out additional work, assisted by two part-time
officers..

The school dentist, county sanitary inspector and one of the two
laboratory assistants have also joined H.M. Forces, only the first and last

mentioned having been replaced.

All the members of the clerical staff, with one exeeption, have been
released for military duty, and thirteen lady clerks have been appointed
temporarily.

I wish to acknowledge the valuable help of Mr. F. Meakin, chief clerk,
Mr. H. R. Stroud, second clerk (who was discharged from the army during
1917 on aceount of illness contracted whilst on foreign serviee), and Mr. E,
Arnold, chief laboratory assistant, who have shown great willingness and
energy in carrying out additional work, and whose extremely valuable help
has enabled the department to be earried on satisfactorily. The majority of
the clerical staff volunteered for military service in the early days of the
war, and although the temporary staff has been trained efficiently many
additional responsibilities have naturally fallen upon the shoulders of the
three officials specially named above.

I regret that two members of my staff have died since joining the forees,
namely, Dr. Holmes, school medical inspector, from typhoid fever, and
Mr. A. Walls, dispensary clerk, from wounds received in action.

I served as a sanitary officer to the Forces from the commencement of
the war until March, 1916, when I was demobilised, so that [ might devote
the whole of my time again to the medieal supervision of the public health
administration of the eounty.

It will be seen from page 7 that of the thirty-five district medical
officers of health in Kent ten have vacaterd their positions temporarily
for the war, in addition to one who has since returned to his civil appoint-
ment. Several others have combined their civil with military duties, and the
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remainder have co-operated most willingly with the military medical officers
in public health work. Nineteen inspectors of nuisances are on military service.

The restrictions on borrowing have been continued as previously reported,
and the only new works carried out have been those of pressing necessity for
reasons of public health or on account of war requirements. Shortage of
labour and cost of materials have also hampered sanitary work generally, but
it is hoped that the year 1919 will see a considerable revival of activity in these
directions.

I hope to give in my next annual report a detailed account of improve-
ments needed, under the various headings.

Very few references have been made in the district annual health reports
to war conditions, other than matters of routine which have heen dealt with
at length in previous reports, and 1 only append one extract of interest
relating to “rationing " : —

Faversham Borough.—Dr. Evers states :—“ The food guestion and the
introduction of rationing has been the one great point from the view of public
health. On the whole, there is no question that the compulsory limitation of
food, especially meat, has had a good effect on numbers of people, which effect
has been assisted by the increased amount of vegetables consumed, in
consequence of the spread of the allotment movement ; the alteration in the
quality of bread and the searcity of fats for cooking are on the other hand
unfavourable influences ; although the amount of illness caused by the * war
bread ” has been enormously exaggerated; good samples of it are very
nutritious and not at all harmful to the stomach, even if not pleasing to the
Ej"ﬂ-” :

ADOPTIVE ACTS, BYE-LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

The appended summaries on pages 79d and 79 show the various adoptive
Acts, Bye-Laws and Regulations which are in force in each of the urban and
rural districts of the County of Kent.

New Bye-Laws are stated by the medical officers of health to be needed
in the following distriets :—

Faversham Borough.—Bye-Laws for houses let in lodgings. (These are
being obtained.)

Folkestone Borough.-—Building Bye-Laws need revision.
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