[Report 1947] / School Medical Officer of Health, Kent County Council.

Contributors
Kent (England). County Council. n 50045898

Publication/Creation
1947

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ayh5fugb

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode




Puenic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Couxty Haizr,

MAIDSTORE.

l4th May, 1848,

‘To the Chairman and Members of the Hent Education Commities

Druring the year 1947 the School Health Service was expanded upon the lines already a
by the Education Committee but difficultics in regard to the recruitment of staff and the provision of
additional accommuodation for clinic services have retarded progress, In general, howewer, the recruit-
ment of staff has been the lesser problem and the chief difficnlty in regard to further expansion is
mainly related to the lack of sumtable accommadation for clime services.

As I have pointed out in previous reports, the effect of the National Health Service Act, 1946,
will be to provide, after July Sth, 1#4%5 a comprehensive medical service for all members of the
community but, nevertheless, it is elear that the Council will need to continue, for a period that cannot
be defined with any precision, the School Health Service much in its present form.

The chict difference in regard to the service described in the report, as contrasted with that to
be provided after July Gth, is that the Education Committee will no longer be responsible for providing
hespital treatment or clinics where they are now provided in hospital premises or as part of the
hospital service. It appears, however, that the Education Committee will still be responsible for
providing clinics where ihese are not now attached to the hospital.

During the year a considerable measure of reorganisation and expansion of services was under-
taken following the appointment of certain whole-time Medical Officers of consultant rank. These
specialist officers, in addition to being given responsibility for certain specialized units at County
Hospitals, were also charged with supervisory and advisory dutics in connection with certain of the
Council’s non-hospital servicez, Thev have been recruited for services in connection with paediatrics,
maternity, ophthalmology, otorhinolaryngology and orthopaedic defects. Without exception, the
recruitment of these officers has proved a very great suceess and undoubtedly has contributed much
towards the development of the service during the year. Many of the specialist services provided by the
Eduration Committee have been surveyed in detail and the consultant advizers have indicated where,
for clinical reasons, expansion and alterations in administration could be effected. Their recommend-
ations have been studied and the necessary administrative steps have been taken to bring the
recommendations into practical efiect.

I would make particular reference to the alteration which has come about in the Orthopaedic
Serviee following a detailed review by Mr. [. H. Maver, the Council’s Orthopaedic Surgeon. In 1946
there were approximately 17 500 attendances at Ovthopaedie Clinies but in 147 this figure rose to
approximately 31 800, Of these numbers 889, were schoal children and when it is borne in mind that
this increase had, of necessity, to be accompanied by an expansion in accommodation and in the
recrunitment of additional Physiotherapists, it will be realized how great a measure of hnprovemeni Wis
effected in the services available to school children suffering from orthopaedic and crippling defects.
The opening of additional elinics brought facilities within much easier reach of those who required
treatment and the pesition has now been reached where the whole of the administrative County is
adequately served, although it is hoped that the results of discussions which are now taking place to
transfer the care of minor defects of position or flat feel to treatment by physical training instructors in
schiools will result in even more speaialised attention being given by the Physiotherapists to those who
need such services. -

A similar Ex}pans:inn took place in clinic facilities for dealing with diseazes of the ear, nose and
throat and also with visual defects. In respect of the ophthalmic clinies, the position had been reached
by the end of the year whereby the bulk of the work was being undertaken by ophthalmoelogists of
consultant rank and steps were being taken to see that all clinics would, in the near future, be under
the control of medical staff of this rank.

Dring the year the medical stafi was increased by three appointments additional to the number
required for the School Health Service and three Assistant County Medical Officers at a time were
seconded for three months for continuous duties in the Paedistric Unit at the County Hospital,
Farnborough, In addition, Dr. Duncan Levs, the Pacdiatrician in charge of this unit, also &
regular clinical meetings at which Assistant County Medical Officers can attend and there has there
been afiorded an excellent opportunity for those officers who are engaged in reutine School Heall
work to be brought inte close touch with the practice of modern medicine in respect of school children.
The arrangements for seconding three Assistant County Medical Officers at a time to the Paediatric
Unit at the County Hospital, Farnborough, presents certain problems in that it is difficult to give
these officers clinical responsibilitics for such a comparatively short space of time but it is, nevertheless,
most desirable to see that those engaged in rontine School Health work should also have an opportunity
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to keepin touch with the diagnosis and treatment of dizeases of children. In the expansion and re-
organisation of services which will no doubt be undertaken by the Regional Hospital Beard and its
various Hospital Management Committees, it is to be hoped that an opportunity will be afforded of
extending the system which has been started by the Education Committee and thus permit all Assistant
County ical Cfficers being continuously engaged on a part-time basis in the general work of
Children’s Units in hospitals throughout the County,

Attention has continued to be given to the development of the School Dental Service and [ am
indebted to Mr, F. J. Saunders, Senior Dental Officer, for the zeal and enthusiasm he has shown in this
work. In this service a commencement has been made on a plan to bring the dental officers into closer
contact with the modern practice of dental surgery and, in addition to the arrangements for attendance
at refresher courses, a series of lectures was held at County Hall on certain aspects of modern dental

actice. These lectures were very successful and it is hoped to extend them as time goes on. In the
hodontic Service the appointment of a Dental Officer specialising in this work has shown particularly
good results and under his general guidance the County dental staff have provided a comprehensive
orthodontic service. The fact that the County Council has its own dental workshops now employing
eight dental techmicians has enabled the manufacture of orthodontic appliances to be undertaken
cheaply and expeditiously.

It is not necessary to deal in detail with the expansion of the other specialist services since this
is get out in the report bat it is desitable to direct attention to the fact that the foundation upon which
the School Health Service is built lies in the routine medical and dental inspection of children in school
and that, without the loval and devoted services of the Assistant Emlm}'ﬁdical Oifficers in carrying
out this work, the specialist services would lose much of their value.

Special reference should, however, be made to the expansion of the Child Guidance Service
sinee of all the specialist services this is the one that has presented the greatest difficulties in develop-
ment by reason of the extreme shortage of trained staff. In 1845 the Education Committee approved
the establishment of four full teams for this work, consisting of Psychiatrist, Psychologizt, Psychiatric
Social Worker and Clerk. It was not antil the end of 1947 that it was possible to récruit these four
teams and it is now necessary to give consideration to a further expansion in order to deal with all the
patients who require treatment,

Towards the end of the vear plans were completed for commencing mass miniature radiography
in schools by the uze of the Council's unit and a full report upon the results of the mmvestigations
undertaken will be dealt with later but it is appropriate to say that preliminary results showed a very
low incidence of tuberculosis,

A critical review of the information available during the vear 1947 in respect of the health and
welfare of the school children in the community leads to the conclusion that the health and nutritional
standards are being well maintained,

I am indebted to the Members of the Education Committee for the constant help and en-
couragement given to me and other members of the staff in the administration and work of the School
Health Service. Excellent relations exist between the stafi of the School Health Service and the
County Education Officer and his staif and special reference should be made to the very great assistance
afforded to the School Health Service by the heads of schools and the teachers.

The Deputy School Medical Officer, Dr. G. F. Bramley, is responsible for much-of the detailed
work of administration of the School Health Service and to him [ would express my special thanks,

A. ELLIOTT,
School Medical Officer.
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ortton of whole-time alloffed i
Sechool Health Service | Other Health Services

[Percentage) | | Perceriage)
MaclLoughlin, J. H., M.B,, B.CH., D.E.H. &0.0 0.0
Marshall, ].. M.B., CH.E., D.F.H. 36.3 63.7
Muorris, Hose, M E.C.5., L.R.C.F., D.PL.H. 45.4 546
Murray, J. (0., M.D., D.P.H. 36.3 3.7
Niall, %Imﬂa M M, ,1Mss5A, Do 454 546
FPringle, E. G., M.D. 18.1 -
Sleigh, J. C., M.B., CH.B., D.P.H. 18.1 AL.»
Thompson, C. G. K., M.B., CH.B., D.F.H. 20,0 B0
Ward, M. A., 4.8, CH.B., D.I"H. 45.4 04,6
Whyte, Elizabeth C., M.B., CH.E. 45.4 ad.6
Wilson, R. N., M_E., B.5. 404 | 540
OTHER STAFF :— Aggregate af fime given fo School
Number of Health Service work in ferms of
(ffecers wiode-fime officers

Health Visitors 153 6495
Dental Attendants a3 300

4 |part-time}) 1.8
Psvehologists 4 22
Paychiatric Social Workers 4 4
Speech Therapists [} 3.1

In April, 1947, the Committee approved the appointment of three additional Assistant County
Medical (Mhcers so that each Assistant County Medical Officer could attend periodically for a reflresher
course gt the Paediatric Unit at the County Hospital, Farnborough,

Arrangements have now been made whereby six Assistant County Medical Officers attend
classes at the Unit on every Monday, and two doctors are seconded to the staff of the Unit for three
months, Four Assistant County Medical Officers attended at a refresher courze for School Medical
Officers; two at a course on educationally sub-normal children and one at a refresher course on mental
deficiency. Arrangements were also made for nine Dental Surgeons to attend at refresher courses,

During the year, it was possible to resume the pre-war amangement for medical and dental
inspection, and the provision of treatment for dental, aural, orthopaedic and visual defects, for defec-
tives attending the Occupation Centres organised by the Kent Voluntary Association for Mental
Welfare on hehalf of the County Mental Deficiency Committee.

Epvcation Act, 194,

The Minister of Education has requested that this report should inelude a reference to any develop-
ments arising out of the Eduvcation Act, 1944,

LU'nder the provisions of Section 48 (3) of the Act, the Committee decided that .(—

(@) A comprehensive hospital service should be made available to pupils in attendance at main-
tained schools, and agreed to ;m:r[_;l responsibility for these pupils mo matter the method of
admission. No charge has been levied by the Committee against the parents or guardians for any form
of treatment given at the hospitals since April, 1945, The negotiations with the Kent Branch of the
British Hospitals Association concerning payments were qcompleted towards the end of 1947, and
further details are given on page 10 of this report.

(&) Im order to secure that urgent treatment may be available for children attending schools in
rural areas where frequent visits by the Assistant Medical Oificers may be difficult to arrange and
where clinic facilities are not conveniently available, arrangements be made with general practitioners.
For the present, these arrangements are limited to cases of accident and of serious illness sent in
emergency by Head Teachers or Health Visitors.

¢} Arrangements be made with private dentists for emergency treatment of pupils when clinic
facilities are not readily available.

{n(f:} Approval be given to spectacles being dispensed by any Optician at prices in accordance
with Class | of the charges drawn up by the Ophthalmic Benefit ﬁg}:mwd Committee; the parents
meeting any additional cost arising from their wish for the provision of more expensive frames.

MeDpicaL IRSPECTIONS.
The following groups of children were inspected:—
[ "Entriﬁtg', iP: all pupils who were entered on the rell of a maintained school for the first
time,
() Pupils who attained the age of 8 years during the year,
(¢) Pupils who attained the age of 11 years during the year.
{d) “Leavers”.
(£) Pupils receiving Special Educational Treatment.
“'Specials”, i.e. those pupils on whom a special report was desired.
“Re-examinations”, i.e. those pupils previously found to have a defect requiring attention.
In addition, pupils aged 12 were inspected at the Secondary Technical Schools, and pupils aged
13 at the Secondary Grammar Schools.
During the year under review 70,8556 ils were inspected in the periodic ape groups; 24,918
special examinations were undertaken, andplﬁ]g,ﬁﬁl pupils were re-inspected. The table on page 16
shows the total number of inspections.
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The following table shows the incidence of verminous infestation over the last three years,

Tanmre 2.
Total number of examinations of | Number of individual pupils found
Year pupils _ unclean
— =
1145 359,008 1,659 e 2.0%,
1946 404, 783 | 9,731 . 249
1947 ' 406,313 7,081 s 199,

(c) DerEcTivE Vision—There are thirty clinics of which five are in hospital out-patient
departments, and during the year 11,562 pupils were examined. Of these 5,771 had spectacles pres-
cribed and 5,136 pairs of spectacles were supplied.

The appointment was made in May, 1947, of a whole-time Ophthalmologist of consultant status,
who works in the Comnty Council's Hospital Service, but who also undertakes supervizory and
advisory work in the non-hespital and clinic services, He has surveyed the needs of the School
Health Service in relation to this service, and as a result of hiz findings certain re-organisation has been,
and is being, effected.

Facilities for orthoptic treatment are provided at . —

Bromley (Clinic), Maidstone (Hospital), Gravesend (Hospital), Rochester (Hospital) and
Tunbridge Wells (Hospital).

() Crroxic ToxsiLLITIS AND ADEXOIDS. There is still consuderable delay in the provision of
opéerative treatment owing to the shortage of hospital beds, and, during the latter period of the year
under review, operations were suspended due to the prevalence of acute poliomyelitis. Of the 70,855
pupils examined at routine inspections, 3 348 were advised to have treatment for enlarged tonsils
andfor adenoids, 2,331 pupils received operative treatment under the arrangements made by the
Committee, as compared with 3 000 in 1946,

Mr. ]. F. Lipscomb, the Senior Medical Officer (Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon) commenced duties
in the New Year and in addition to his hospital duties undertook a survey of the Ear, Nose and Throat
Clinics and facilities for examination and treatment of school children. As a result of this survey
further extensions of the Service have been arranged.

It has now been possible to arrange for all papils found at medical inspections to have enlarged
or diseased tonzils and adenocids to be sent for examination by an Otolaryngologist to determine
whether arrangements should be made for admission to hospital,

e} DerFEcTIVE HEARING AND Ear Disease. All pupils found to be suffering from ear discase
are sent to the nearest clinic for examination and treatment by a (Molarvngologist.

During the year 8 hearing aids were supplied to pupils to enable them to take proper advantage
of the education provided.

(f) DextAL DEFECTS. The Senior Dental Officer, Mr. F. J. Saunders, L.p.5., has reported as
follows :—

“During the year six whole-time and three part-time dental surgeons, including one whole-time
and two -time officers who began duty within the year, left the service. Five whole-time officers
were ced and the work of the three part-time officers was included in the dutics of thres
additional whole-time off.cers, Three of those appointed were unable to begin duty hefore the end
of the year.

At the end of the vear, g})pm:-:imately ihe equivalent of three whole-time officers were dm'uting
their time to the tmatm&nl nursing and expectant mothers and children under school age in the
County and feurtecn other Autonomouns Welfare Authority areas, leaving the equivalent of 27,6 full-time
officers available for School Health Service work. Omn this basis there was an overall allﬂcatiml for the
County of one whole-time officer to approximately 6,326 school children, compared with 5,840 at the
end of 1946,

Provision was made for nine officers to attend a refresher course hebd at the Eastman Dental
Clinic, London, and arrangements were made for a series of lectures to be given on oral discases and
the use of Acrylic Resins at the County Hall, Maidstone, as a form of post-graduate instruction,

To stimulate interest in health among pupils and their parents, the Distriet Councils of Dartford,
Herne Bay and Sheerness held exhibitions during their civic weeks, From the County Dental Service
was an exhibit of mechanical appliances constructed in the uwlmhnp of the County Council for
patients requiring orthodontic treatment by mechanical aid.
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Recommendations have been approved for the adaptation of the air-raid shelters on the school
premises at Aylesham and Paddock Wood for Minor Ailment and Dental clinic perposes. Provision
15 being made for an additional surgery to be established on the existing premises at Gravesend and
Orpington together with a new treatment centre at 60, Lowfield Street, !gaﬁ.iurd. Although a large
proportion of the equipment for these clinics has been delivered, so far it has not been possible to have
the adapiations and alterations carnied out, but as an interim measure, arrangements have been made
at the County Girls’ Grammar School, Dartford, for the use of two rooms at the school.

The Orthedontic Service, inangurated in August, 1946, to correct the deformities of malocclusion
found in the jaws and tecth of children, now forms an important part of the School Health Service
throughout the County.

Some indication of the popularity of this service and of the excellent results obtained i shewn
in the following tables :—

Table 3.
No. examined by | No. referred for No. completely Total No. of
Orthodontist | appliances treated attendances
2 460 [ HIMG 320 & 060
Table 4.
Orthedontic Appliances Fitted | Other Appliances Fitted
_Uppqq' | Lower | Oral Sereens | Remakes | Repairs | Dentures | Remakes ! Repairs
 ost | 89 | 55 168 10 | 20

Patients needing X-ray examinations are sent to the nearest Hospital.

Lack of accommodation in the County Council’s workshop in Maidstone for more technicians
was partially met by the appointment of two additional technicians to work in a subsidiary workshop
at the Astor Dental Clinic, Dover,

During 1947 there was extensive replacement of obsolete, and provision of additional, equipment
at Ashford, Aylesham, Bromley, Chatham, Deal, Dover, Erith, Faversham, Folkestone, Gillingham,
Gravesend, Hythe, Herne Bay, Maidstone, Nerihfleet, Orpington, Penge, Rainham, Rochester,
Sevenoaks, Sheerness, Sideup, Tunbridge Wells and Welling Clinics, but additional equipment is still
needed at these and other centres to bring them up to the modern standard.

Treatment was provided in 53 permanent and 87 temporary centres in Rural Distriets compared
with 50 and 84 in the previous year. 114 children received emergency treatment under the
ments made by the Education Commitiee with private practitioners. 108,619 children had a routineg
inspection and, in addition, there were 7,684 speeial inspections, making a total of 111,303 children
inspected. This is 64,08 per cent. of the scheol population. Of children requiring treatment, 63.21
cent. took advantage of the facilities provided by the Committee., Attendances totalled 105
extractions 62,030, and 40581 permanent and $,5661 mmporaxly ﬁllin%s- wire inserted in 37,355 per-
manent and 9,284 temporary teeth. Other operations recorded in Table 10 on page 19 include 7,066
scalings, polishing of teeth and fillings, 11,740 permanent and 8,576 temporary dressings, 325 root
canal dressings, 4 acrylic inlays, 19 crowns and 3,574 adjustments to orth tic appliances.""

(¢) Sreecn Derpcts. Dr. Gladys Stableforth has continued to act as Medical Liaison Officer
at the speech clinics, and she has reported as follows . —

“There continues to be a steady increase in the number of children sent up for treatment.

In the report for 1946 it was stated that clinics were to be opened at Sittingbourne and Beckenham.
The Beckenham Clinic was opened in January, 1847 for one session per week and this was increased
to a morning and an afternoon session as the work increased; arrangements have been made to estab-
lish a clinic at West Wickham early in 1948,

Sittingbourne Clinic was opened on June 19th—afternoon and morning sessions, and one in
Eromley (afternoon session) started May 14th.

Cases from Welling and Bexlevheath had previeusly attended the Dartford Clinic where the
waiting list was very ]uu.i, relief was given here, by the opening of a Clinic at Wrotham Road, Welling
in November, 1147,

NumMeer oF PaTiENTS TREATED :
(a) Sigmatism (Imperfect or improper use of the S sound)
(4) Simple Dyslalia (Defective pronunciation) ... :
(¢} General Dyslalia
(d) Multiple Dyslalia ... ...
() Alalia (Absence of speech) ... . ass
hﬁ Aphasia ng&?r:cpﬂwt; of speech fli'l:li'l'l cartical lesion)
Dysphonia ulty in phonation) ...
:I i 1. {Cleft Pﬂiral.-e 4l
2, Other Caunses 18
(h) Dysarthria (Defective articulation due to

EaGRERE

nerve disease) ... 11

#) Stammering ... 2 St P X -4 cee B8
%’{ Emmmﬂﬁ“ﬁ and D","Slﬂii wew was e wa e Bes 26
Total 541

Number of patients at present receiving treatment = 328." —
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(%) CHiLD Guinance SErvice. During the vear additional psychologists and psychiatric social
workers were recruited but the shortage of staff led to a reduced service in the Autumn until three
whole-time psychiatrists joined the service. Further expansion and development of this service has
been hampered by insufficient accommodation and the difficulty in obtaining additional accommaoda-
tien and stafi. Child Guidance began its development just before the war and the training of staff,
which 15 long and highly specialised, has been almost prevented by the war,

During the year Dir. R. F. Roberts retired by reason of ill-health, and it is appropriate to place an
record a tribute to the work that he has done in building up the Child Guidance Service. He first
commenced this work in 1939, and, after a period of Army service, became responsible for the general
direction of the new and expanded organisation approved by the Education Committee. In addition
to his outstanding qualities as a psychiatrist he was also a good administrator, and his retirement 15 a
great loss to the Service,

The Ministry of Education approved a propesal that arrangements be made for the treatment
of school children at approved Child Guidance Clinics in the London area, on the understanding that
the clinics have been approved by the Ministry for use by the London County Council and that
financial arrangements do not exceed those approved for London.

Of 851 children sent to the clinics during the year, 101 came from Juvenile Courts. The
following table shows the number of patients dealt with during the yvear,

TABLE 5.
i Number Discharged
| | : =
; E g pg
No.of pupils | No. of g |“«lagg|a PR
referred Diagnostic | Psychological | 55 | 2 E 85 §§ T i fﬁ
Clinic Interviews | Treatments | 22 | 25|84 |3E| & |2 £5
- E | EE L g ‘3 g I"' E §
Bovs | Girls = = | =
Ashford .| 28 | 12 38 152 gl — o=
Canterbury i =0 163 23 51 | 16 g 13 #| 6
Chatham ... T o 103 J88 18 | 21 11 | 20 4 4
Chislehurst... | 90 | 50 g8l | 1087 3| a| 8| 33| | 7
Crayford ... ri 50 102 1,135 11 5 2 16 21 —
Maidstone ... B 14 i) 718 13 T 1 20 3 3
Tonbridge ... 85 50 117 t S0 45 g| —| 40| — | 21
Total ... | 521 330 54 l 4,912 144 | 73 | 28 | 150 | 24 | 45

() OrTHOPAEDIC axD CrirpLing DeErects, Mr. J. H. Mayer, F.R.c.5., Senior Medical Officer
(Orthopaedics) surveyed the Orthopacdic Clinic and Hospital facilities in the County and a conszider-
able measure of re-organisation has been effected. In spite of difficulties in respect of accommodation
and stafi there has been a considerable expansion of clinic services and facilities as shown by the
number of attendances rising from 9 588 in 1946 to 27 419 in 1947, .

Mr. Mayer considers that a number of minor defects of position or flat feet which are now treated
by Physiotherapists could be treated by Gymnastic Instructors in the schools, and, in many instances,

vented by advice given to teachers responsible for physical training, Discussions are now being
Ezeld with a view to further development in this respect.

Mass RADIOGRAPHY,
During the year the Council's mass radiography unit came into use, and, towards the end of the
year, proposals were framed to undertake a radiological survey in certain Kent Schools early in 1948,

Co-OPERATION OF VOLUNTAaRY BobrEs,
The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. The following table shows the
amount of work undertaken by the Society on behalf of the Committee during the vear,

Branch No. of claldren Visits made
%shinrd ?4 g
m:l'l!ll.&}’ 51

Canterbury ... .. 27 105
Gravesend 30 G5
. Isle of Thanet e 24 b4
Maidstone 35 130
Medway 65 110
Morth Kent ... 45 113
South East Kent ... 45 143
West Kent E 32 67
Woolwich (Kent Area) 12 30
* Totals ... 357 a15



14

Harvpicappen CHILbREN, These are children who are in the following categories and who require
special educational treatment: the blind, the partially sighted, the deaf, the partially deaf, the
delicate, the diabetic, the educationally sub-normal, the epileptic, the maladjusted, the physically
handicapped and those with speceh defects. The;;kum tabI:' shows the number of Handicapped
pupils in the Authority’s area on 20th January, 1 'S

TaBLE 6.
In
In Special maintainsd In
Schools PrE and independent Not at
Category § schools school Tatal
| schonls
Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | (Girls
Blind pupils ... | L] 8 p— — == 2 —_ M0 4
Partially sighted pupils,.. | 21 18 13 449 =1 & d . 68 &0
Deafpopis .. ... | 41 | 85 | — J' 1 1 | = | Cal e s
Partially deaf pupils ... | 8 | 5 | 20 | 8 1| — | —| 2|=[m»
Delicate pupils ... ... | 142 | 124 J'ms 168 | = | = 5| « |22 |28
Diabeticpupls... .| 21 2| & | @ | ===yl
1 |
Educationally Sub-nor- |
mal pupils ... .| 98 | 41 | 710 | 437 3 9 | 20 | 34 |s40 |521

=

Epileptic pupils e TR 6
Maladjustedpupils ... | 14 | 6 | 88 | 46 | 2 | 3 | — | — |14 | &5

Physically handicapped | -
NN i | 29 24 2 2 27 25 |l 125 | 108

pupils ...
L
Pupils suffering from | -
speech defect ... 1 - 44 | 119 — 2 3| M7 | 122
Pupils suffering  from
Multiple disabilities... | 19 T a7 20 - - 4 12 =0 a8
Tatal o | 449 | 310 II:HH HEG 10 19 | 102 | 102 1895 [1316

Spastics. During the yvear the Educational Advisory Committee for the British Council for the
Wellare of Spastics instituted an enquiry into the work carried out for spastics by Local Authorities.
Reports have been received in respect of 112 children (64 male and 48 female) under the age of 16
years who are affected as follows —

{a) Affected on one side only ... S
() Affected in both legs only ... 31
(c) Affected in both arms only ... Nil
d) Affected in both legs and arms = ... 25
(¢}  With a eombination of any of the above ... (it

Of this number, 67 were found to be of normal intelligence; 20 to be educationally sub-normal;
13 to be seriously sub-normal but educable and 12 to be apparently ineducable. 46 children are in
attendance at maintained or independent schools; 17 in special schools; 2 in hospitals for Mental
Deficiency; 2 are receiving private tuition at home, and 45 are receiving no education.

Residential Special Schools,
The Committee’s first residential special sehool was opened at Seabrook Lodge, Hythe, in October,
1946, for educationally sub-normal hoys of secondary age.

The roll on the 2nd Januwary, 1848, was 48,

Dr. E. M. Molesworth, an Assistant County Medical Officer, holds regular periodic routine in-
gpections and he has reported that the health of the boys has been excellent.

The National Camps Corporation’s premises at Wrens Warren near Hartfield were brought into
use as a Camp School for Delicate Children at the beginning of October, 1947. Owing to the shortage
of qualified assistant stafi, the numbers in attendance at the school had to be restricted il:l].dhlt Was
not possible to utilise the accommodation to the fullest extent. In view of the purpose for which the

‘mises were to be used, the Committee decided that the maximum number of children should be
150: 107 children were admitted on the first three days of the term and a further 30 dﬁlﬂdrefn WETE
admitted at the beginning of November, Dr. Dorothy Price, an Assistant County Medical Officer,
made regular visits to the school and she reported that the first term was very satisfactory.
There were no epidemics of infectious disease and very few minor ailments and injuries. The majority
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of children gained weight and improved in general fitness and in mental alertness. Hence the object
in sending them to an open air school was achieved. Mr. Mayer, the Senior Medical Officer for
Orthopaedics, visited the school in November and prescribed remedial exercises for 18 pupils and a
Physiotherapist commenced remedial clagses in November, Most of the defects were of faulty posture
due to over-fatigue and debility, or flat feet.

Delicate Chaldren.

By invitation of the Children's Aid Branch of the Swiss Red Crozs, 50 delicate children had a
three months’ stay as guests of individual Swiss families in Switzerland. Preference was given to
children from families who had suffered during the war and who, for health reasons, would henefit
from a stay in Switzerland.

75 delicate children were examined by the Aszistant County Medical Officers before selecting
the most suitable patients.

Southborergh Remand Home. Dr. L. M. Allen, the Medical Officer, has reported as follows :—

““This Home has served a dual purpose during the year, taking boyvs remanded by the Courts or
awaiting approved schools and ehildren committed to the care of the Education Committee under
the Children and Young Persons Act, 1933, The children vary in age from 5 to 14. In practice the
distinction between the two types of children is slight. At the begmning of the vear there were 12
boys in residence who were on remand or committed to approved schools.  During the vear there were
M0 admissions. Of the 90 bovs admitted 4 had already been committed to approved schools, 20 were
committed after remand and 12 were committed to the care of the Education Authority, the remain-
der returned home, All the boys had a physical examination and an assessment of intelligence was
made. 51 were examined by a psychiatrist. The average length of stay was twenty-six days. There
were few abscondings and the children responded well to the firm but kindly discipline of the Home,

In January, 1947, 14 boys committed to the care of the Education Committes were in residence,
18 were admitted during the year and 12 of the boys on remand later became wards. The average
length of stay was 192 days. 13 boys were successfully fostered during the vear, one was admitted
to the special school at Hythe for senior educationally submormal bovs, one was committed to an
approved school, two were transferred to the Rock House Hostel and 4 returned home, their parents
having made successful application to the Court. One boy suffering from a defect of the heart was
admitted to a hospital school. At the end of the year 7 boys were waiting for a special school for
educationally subnormal children and 15 were waiting for foster homes,  All children committed to
the care of the Committee have a physical and mental examination and, if there is any evidenee of
ma]a&jmtmn:nt, are referred to the Child Guidance Clinic at Tonbridge. Most of the children have a
pevchiatrie interview and 7 boys had treatment at the clinic.

Apart from several cases of influenza in February there was no case of infectious disease during
the vear and the general health was good. A local practitioner attends any case of illness. The diet
on the whole attains a satisfactory standard.

In the summer all the wards of the Committee had a holiday, some of them joining the party from
Riverhead which visited Diyvmchurch, others went to a boys camp for ten days,

Owing to the difference in length of stay between the children on remand and those committed
to the care of the Committee, the majority of children in residence are in the latter category and as the
period of residence in some of the cases tends to be lengthy, arrangements have been made for some
of the most suitable boys to attend a local school. 10 boys attended the Southborough Primary Schoel
during 1847, Many children were taught on the premises.

The atmosphere of the Home is good and both the clildren on remand and those commitied to
the care of the Committee settle well and are happy. An environment which caters sucoessfully for
two very different problems is difficult to achicve and, that it does so cater on the whole reasonably
well, is a tribute to the Warden™,

Rock House Hostel, Riverhead Dr. L. M. Allen reports as follows :—

“During the vear this Hostel has functioned to capacity, ;'rruv:'ding a sympathetic environment
for 17 children, its maximum number. The children are of both sexes and vary in age, mental capacity
and length of stay. They are Wards of the Committes. Most of them come from undesirable or broken
hemes and for that reason are to some extent maladjusted when they arrive at the Hostel. 19
children were admatted in 1947 and 18 discharged. Foster homes were found for 10 children, § of whorm
have been fostered successfully, 3 were unsuccessful and 1 is still in the balance, Of the successes,
severil were children who had been wnsuccessfully fostered before admission to the Hostel, one of
them no less than eight times, so that their achievement is greater than it appears.

The co-eperation between the Home staff and the Weomen Welfare Officers is invaluable in finding
suitable foster homes for these difficult children. 3 children were returned to their homes, their parents
having made suceessful application to the Courts. One child was admitted to a special school for the
educationally subnormal. Two children of superior intelligence were placed in the Caldecott Com-
munity and 2 girls left the Hostel on obtaining posts, All children have a physical examination on
admission and an assessment of their intelligenoe made if this has not already been done. 4 children
were riferred to the Child Guidance Clinic for a diagnostic interview and 5 children attended the clinic
regularly for treatment. The general health on the whole was good, although some of the children were
physically much below par on admission. There was one case of infectious disease during the year, a
child developing chicken pox in January. There was no case of serious illness and very little minor
trouble. A local practitioner attends any case of illness and the various clinics of the School Health
Service are used when necessary, The children attend the Riverhead Primary School and have
achool milk and canteen dinner. The meals provided at the Hostel are well balanced and nutritious,
During the summer the children had a holiday at Dymehurch where they had the use of the Dym-
w Primary School, It was a most suceessiul venture and the childeen benefited by the change

sed adr.
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I should like to record my a iation of the very high standard of care and understanding
given by the staff to these deprived children. With amazing skill they provide a homelike and secure
atmosphere which is so essential for children with behaviour difficulties™,

Harrictsham Remand Home for Semior Boys. Dr. C. Camphbell, the Medical Officer, has
reported as follows :—

“One hundred and ninety Remand Home boys were examined during 1947. Most of them were
examined at Harrietsham but some were brought to Maidstone Child Guidance Clinie for psychiatrie
examination.

The scope of the cxaminations varied acconding to the requirements of the Magistratez or the
schools to which they were being sent. A physical and psychometric examination was carried out
in the case of boyvs seen after committal to Approved Schools and the ﬁ.m:lmgs. noted on form E.
Information about these bovs was seldom available but during their stay in the Remand Home the
Superintendent was able to report any gross behaviour disorders and note cases needing further
observation or investigation. Boys who are being admitted to Nautical Schools usually need a special
admission form completed before they are accepted.  This is supplied by the schools and when
completed embodies the results of a scarching physical examination.

There has been an increasing demand from the Justices for psychiatric reports. Recently the
Home Office has also started asking for them in the case of boys who have been committed, in order
to guide them in selecting the most suitable ty!:e af ;}J}pmved School. The Probation Officers’
reparts are now of a much higher standard than t to be and are very helpfol when they are
available, but sometimes because of the urgency with which a boy has to be seen they do not arrive
in time,

The type of boy and type of offence do not vary much from year to vear. The dull boy from a
broken home predominates and larceny 1s still the favourite offence.

There has been a change in the staffing of the Remand Home and it is now hoped that more may
be done for the boys during their stay there as they can now be taught on the premises by a trained
teacher'",

MEDICAL INSPECTION RETURNS
Year Expen 31st DECEMEBER, 1947

TaBre 7.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PUPILS ATTEXNIMKG MAINTAINED PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
A—Prriopic MEDICAL [NSPECTIONS
Number of Inspections in the pu:escr:hed Gruups—

Entrants . 5t ML5T3
Smundﬁgebmup g AL 19, 190
Third Age Group 135,035
Total ... 02 T98
Number of other Periodic Inspections ... 18,0567
Grand Total ... 70,850

B—0rTHER INSPECTIONS
Kumber of Special Inspections 2;1.91&
Number of Re-Inspections ... 54,951
Total ... 70,869

C—PuriLs Fousp 1o REQUIRE TREATMEXRT

Number of Individual Pupils found at Periodic Medical Inspection to require
Treatment (excluding Dental Diseases and Infestation with Vermin],

For defective For any of the
| vision (excluding | other conditions a.{“ﬁ{m

[ uint TECOT in indivi
roup squint) | Ta'bl-ndcd[ i

(1} 2) (3) (4]
Entrants R 266 3,831 3,904
Second Age Grl:rup BlY 2,634 3364
Third Age Group ... ... 95 1,595 9 164
Total (preseribed groups) 1,880 8,060 0,522
Other Periodic Inspections ... IR 2027 3.780
Grand Total ... 2 40 10,087 13,302
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TABLE §.

A—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND BY MEDICAL INSPECTION IN THE YEAR ENDED

3zt DECEMBER, 1947

Note:—All defects noted at medical inspection as requiring treatment are included in this
return, whether or not this treatment was begun before the date of the inspection.

Perionic INSPECTIONS

SPECTAL [NSPECTIONS

No. of defecis

No. of defects

| Requiring to Requiring to
be kept under be kept under
Defect Requiring observation, Requiring observation,
Code Thefect or Disease freatment bt not | treatment but not
MNo. |  requiring Tequiring
treatment treatment
() (2] (3} () | ()
4 Skin .. EETl 379 3,251 193
5 Eyes—a, ‘r’:sum 2 940 1,347 ha L] 101
b. Squint 722 292 171 | 156
c. Other 438 174 1025 81
6 [Ears—a. Hearing ... 245 254 169 | 25
b, Otitis Media,, . 162 1400 3l4 10
c. Other 193 147 (i3 1) 15
7 Nose or Throat 3.340 4,840 2,408 577
B Speech .. 2015 192 BD 21
8  Cervieal Glands a7 1,661 161 138
10 Heart and Circulation. .. 117 6l 203 120
11 WNES ... 302 T 676 220
12 Developmental—
a. Hernia 85 110 i 15
b. Other 82 aa2 9 33
13 Orthopacdic—
i, Posture S0k 465 il 27
b. Flat foot 1,136 370 07 12
¢. Other 1,387 1,732 681 147
14 Nervous System—
a. Epilepsy 22 49 17 8
b, Other fid 230 257 Hi
15 Psychological—
a. Development 204 24 182 1M
b. Stability 71 69 i 27
16 COther 2440 2,520 5325 1,451

B—CLASSIFICATION OF THE GENERAL CONDITION OF PUFILS INSPECTED
DURING THE YEAR IN THE AGE GROUPS

I
| A. B. C.
(Good) (Fair) {Poar)
Age Groups Number of [
Fupils TR e | 9% 0f | o4 of
Inspected No. |wcol.2 | Ne. | col. 2 | Mo | col. 2
i 2) @ | W | e | N
Entrants 20,578 4,088 | 4.8 2486 | 121
Second Age Group ... . 14,1410 5008 | 26.4 u gua u;m 2910 | 11.6
Third Age Group ... 13,035 | 4,003 | 30.7 7803 | 606 | 1130 | R®7
Other Permﬂit.lnspectmm 15.057 | B.8O7 I 310 10505 | 582 1,955 | 10.8
. ===t | =
Total FLUR. b 19,757 | 27.9 {43287 | 61.1 | 7.811 | 1.0
| .
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TasLE 8.
TREATMENT TABLES

NoTtes,

(@) The Tables deal with all defects during the vear, however they were brought
to the Authority's notice, i.e. whether by periodic inspection, special inspection,
or otherwize, during the year in question or previously.

(6] Owing to the difficulty of distinguishing between cases treated under the
Authority’s schemes and those treated otherwise, the treatment tables (excluding
dental] include all cases known tothe Authority to have received treatment, whether
at their own clinics or elsewhere,

GROUP I.—MINOR AILMENTS (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Table T1).

{a) Number of Defects
treated, or under
treatment during

the year,

SKIN—

Ringworm—>5Scal

g[i] H—Ra}'?r:itmt'nt‘ | 6

{ii) Other treatment ... | a7
Ringworm—FBody i o244
Scabies ; 187
Tmpetigo - | 1,684
Other skin discases ... 3 083
Eve Dizseaze ... | 2,555

(External and other, but excluding errors of refraction, squj_n[ and

cases admitted to hospital).
Ear Defects ... | 1,792
Miscellaneouns i 15,955

[e.g. minor injuries, bruises, sores, chilllains, cte.) |

TR et enitt Pl EA I | 30,343
(4) Total number of attendances at Authority’s minor ailments clinics ... I 108 787

GROUP II—DEFECTIVE VISION AND SQUINT (excluding Eye Discase treated as Minor
Ailments—Group I).

Mo, of defects
dealt with
(1) ERRORS OF REFRACTION (including squint), ... SRR s 11,065
(2] Other defect or disease of the eyves (excluding those recorded in Groap I) ... 487
Taotal ... 11,662
{3) No.of Pupils for whom spectacles were—
(a) Prescribed ... 5,771
(B) Obtained 5,130

GROUP III—TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE AND THROAT.

Total number
treated
Received operative treatment—
(@) for adenoids and chronic tonsillitis 2,318
(b) for other nose and throat conditions 12
Received other forms of treatment a1s

Total ... 3,249
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GROUP IV—ORTHOPAEDIC AND POSTURAL DEFECTS.

(@) No. treated as in-patients in hospital or hospital schools.. > X
(B) No. treated otherwise e.g. in clinics or out-patient depm‘tments =821
GROUP V—CHILD GUIDANCE TREATMENT AND SPEECH THERAPY.
Number of Flllﬁﬂ_"- treated—
() under Child Guidance arrangements {lnnludmg dlag:nu*shn
examinations) . BTZ*
(#) under Specch The rap_-,r Eura.'llgr_'nurnh 541
* This figure includes 175 pupils whose treatment was . continued from 1946,
TABLE 10—DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMEKNT.
(1) NWumber of pupils inspected by the Au[]mmy s Dental Officers—
(1) Periodic age groups 1063 6149
() Specials 7684
[c) TOTAL (Periodic and !:pe«:mls} 111,303
(2) MNumber found to require treatment 12
(3) Number actually treated 40,827
(4) Attendances made by pupils for treatment 105 333
(5) Half-days devoted to—
{-1} Inspection TG}
{6) Treatment 12 476§
Total {a) and (b) 13,253
(6) Fillings—
Permanent Teeth 40 8491
Temporary Teeth ... 0,551
Total ... 5 442
(7) Extractions—
Permanent Teeth 0,254
Temporary Teeth ... 52 TT6
Total ... 62 030
(8) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction... 10 550
(% Other Operations—
{a) Permanent Teeth 23,748
(4] Temporary Teeth 8676
Totals {s)and (B ... 32,3241
t This figure includes orthodontic work.
Taere 11.
INFESTATION WITH VERMIN
il Total number of examinations in the schools by the school nurses or other
authorized persons ... 40 313
(1) Total number of individual p|]s found to be :u.'riested ’ 7,031
(iii) Wumber of individual gupjla in respect of whom cleansing nutme:s were
issued (Section 54 (2), Education Act, 1944) .. 4 216
(iv) Number of individual pupils in respect of whom l:]smnsmg orders were issued

{Section 54 (3), Education Act, 1944)







