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The ing table of statistics illustrates the position immediately before and after the date
of operation of the Education Act, 1944 :—

No, of pupils in No, of pupils No. of prpnls

: schools coneermed taking dinmer faking mulk

FEBRUARY 1845,

Elementary Schools 72,391 24,790 48, 506

Seumd.ugduﬁclgmh 21,003 8,073 10,247

Further tion Institutions 24,271 3,806 3,244
JUNE 1945.

Primary Schools 108,153 43,504 76,842

Secondary Schools 45133 14,355 14,004
OCTORER 1945,

Schools 108,660 36,325 81,057
Secondary Schools 45,920 27,834 0,568

In October, 1845, 10,133 children were having free meals and 9,072 were being supplied with
milk free of charge.

MEDICAL TREATMENT.

" Your Committee has considered the question of medical treatment in view of the provisions of
Section 48 (3) of the Education Act, 1944, that it shall be the duty of every Local Education Authority
tomake such arrangements for secueri th vision of free medical treatment for pupils in attendance
at maintained schools and approved t ing recommendations :—

(@) that in order to secure that urgent treatment may be available for children attending schools in
rural arcas where frequent visits by the Assistant Medical Officers may be difficult to arrange
and where clinic facilities are not cmmwntl}r aviilable, arrangements be made with general
practitioners, but that, for the present, these arrangements be limited to cases of accident and
of serious illness sent in emergency by Head Teachers or Health Visitors.

(3) that arrangements be made with private dentists for emergency treatment of pupils.

{e) that arrangements be made for spectacles to be dispensed by any optician at prices approved by
the Ophthalmic Benefit A wd Committee in accordance with their Scale A ; the parents to
meet any additional cost ansing from their wish for the provision of more expensive frames.

{d) that negotiations be opened with the voluntary hospitals in the County for the provision by them
of the treatment of children. These negotiations have not yet been completed,

Minor Aslments —During the vear, 44,516 pupils were treated at the minor ailment clinics,
These clinics are open as offen as may be necessary, which is every morning at the larger centres, [t
is mot possible for a Medical Officer to be present at each opening, but in the larger centres a doctor
attends at the elinics at least once a week.

Uneleamliness. —Under Section 54 of the Education Act, 1944, a Local Education Authority
may authorise a medical officer of the Authornity, either generally, or in the case of particular schools,
to canse a search to be made for vermin, and if a il is not cleansed within a specified time, the
medical afficer may order the pupil to be cleansed under arrangements made by the authority,  There-
u an officer may cleanse the pupil, convey him to, and detain him at the cleansing premises,

ing stations where assistants are employed for cleanliness work have been taken over from the
former of Gravesend and Maidstone Education Committees, In other areas, arrangements
have been

children can be cleansed at County Hospitals. The health visitors made 389,008
examinations of children, and in 9 659 instances the children were found to be verminous.

Defective vision.—There have been several changes during the year in the organization of the
SCTVices, to the termination of the temporary full-time appointment of Mr.
Bl'fi‘lﬂt M.I., F.RE.C.5., on 30th November, 1945, Dr. J. W. Fox continues to attend at a number
dimu. part-time nphthalmu: ons attend at the remaining clinics. It is proposed that
when mdrhom permit, the nphthalmm services provided by the Committee shall link more
closely with that of the hospitals, and arrangements have already been made for clinics to be held at
the Kent County halmic Hospital, the Kent and Canterbury Hospital, the Gravesend and North
%ent tin Victoria Hospital, Deal, the Roval Victona Hespital, Dover, and the Royal
ictoria " .

Orthoptic I:rmtmnt for squint has not yet been introduced at the clinics established by the
-Em.uﬂﬂm but a part-time orthopist attends for two sessions a week at the Bromley Clinic.

Thtmﬁu' of children dealt with in the eye departments of the hospitals and school clinics
during the year was 7,209 ; spectacles were pa‘earr:g:i for 3,167 children, and 2,686 were obtained.




































