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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR_THE YEAR 4957

To the Chairman and Members of the Glynoorrwg Urban District Ceuncil.
Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for the consideration and information of
Council the Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the year 1958.
The Report is prepared in accordance with the direction of the Ministry ef
Health as contained 1n Circular 22/1958 (Wales) from the Welsh Board of Health,

In this annual survey of the Health of the District the factors bearing
on the health and welfare of the population are examined statistically and
are commenterd upon.

The birth rate has been maintained at 2 level higher than the national
average. There were no maternal deaths, The general death rate has not
shown any startling deviations from the normal. The very slight drop in the
+ number of deaths from eerdio-vascular and from Respiratory causes cannot,
in my view be considered significant.

In the field of infection illnesses, Measles continued to show a
relatively high incidence, = Tuberculosis remains a serious problem though
it is pleasing to note that the response to more advanced treatment is proving
progressively more satisfdctory. In previous reports it has been mentioned
that senatorium beds have been in short supply and that the waiting lists for
admission have been of* formidable propnrtlors. These conditions no longer

apply.

BeCula vanninatinn for school leavers, the intensive campaign to follow up
all contacts and the "prodding out into the open" of the old, chronie,
1nterm1ttently sputum positive cases,. formerly hiding behind vague diagnosis
such as "dust", bronchitis, etc., are all contributing to the eradication
programme.

The Council's Housing programﬁé_has continued actively although to qualif'y
for appropriate financial subsidies and benefits, many of the allocation have
been to incoming miners. Mr. Tate, your Public Health Inspector points out
that the work of repalr is seriously affected by the dearth of building workers
in the area, : P

30 far the resources 1vai1ablé’tb Council have maintained an adequate
water supply to all areas. Approaches are however, being made to Council by
the Neighbouring Authorities to join the proposed Neath and Afan Water Board.

Food Hygiene takes up a fair proportion of the time of your officers
and it is pleasing to note that caterers and food handlers generally are
conacious o1’ their responsibilities, as will be seen from the body of the repo
No outbreaks or individual cases of food poisoning were notified during the
periocd under review,
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In the Report for 1957 it was pointed out that owing to sickness and
circumstances beyond the control of your officer, it had not been posasible
to carry out the full and intensive rodent control measures normally
undertaken, It is therefore pleasing to record that in 1958 the work
was again completed with the usual intensity.

Az usual your Public Health Inspector, Mr. J, Tate, has collaborated
and made valuable contributions to this report and it gives me great
pleasure to record his unfailing spirit of co-operation and enthusiasm
for an arducus job faithfully executed.

Likewise I would like to record my appreciation of the co=operation
of the Members of Council and my fellow officers in 2ll departments at all
times during 1958.

I am,
Your obedient servant,
D. H. J. WILLIAMS,

Medical Officer of Health.

Public Health Department, Tel. Port Talbot 2137/8.
Park House,

Theodore Road,

PORT TALBOT.
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VITAL STATISTICS,

. 1. POPULATION.
The estimated population of the Urban District is shown below and for
comparison purposes, that for certain preeeding and census years is also
appended.

For thﬁ ;ear 1955 the estlmﬁted pﬂpulatlan '23 9,900

1857 9,750 ,
n ; n L 1 956 L 1 n n 9 56{} L
e n " 1955 . Ll L n L] 9’559 -

" " " 495, O " " e L

" " mo4953 0 0 " * 9.490

" 1] n 1951 i census n n 91 ?j{; _

L] it 1 1 951 ] ] n L 1 U 3 208

n" 1] L] 192.1 1L " n L 1D,W2

n n L 1 91 1 L i n " S 689

" n i 1 931 ] 1 1 " 6 :#52

The rateable value of the area for the yeﬂr.euded 31st December, 1958
was as follows:-

Eenieral ‘Bate PUurposes.sssanissanssanas £91:456. 08, 0d.
Sun’ represented by 1d. Rate....ccesveee £184. 188, 1d.

2. BIRTHS

During 1958, 205 live births were credited to the Urban District of
which 4110 were maleées and 95 vere females, There were seven stillbirths.

The birth rate was'20:30 per 1000 population and this compares with
2131 for the previous year. For the whole of BEngland and Wales the
birth rate was 16,40,

The following table is of interest:-

Number of 1ive Births &t home in 'the aref.seicessesssssssscscscses 110
Number of live births at Neath General Hospitalesseeessssscecssass 80
Number nf 1ive Births in*Maeateg Geheral Hospifal

& "and Bi‘lﬁgent‘i Generﬂl Hﬂﬂ'ﬁit a-ll-i.llll.l‘l'l'i-ll' 15

From this it will be seen that more cnnflnemcntslunok place at home
than in hospital during the year. This trend has manifested itself for
about four years. The number of hospital beds available remain approximately
the same but the total number of births have incrensed,
3. DEATHS,

Deatha from all causes in the area
(Male 5?: Femﬂles J—I—?lili‘-'l-lilliiili.il#ii.ililil‘ 1‘DL

Death rate per 1000 of estimated resident population
Crude 10,67 Ad justed 15,25

Death Rate for England and WaleS..scssesvscvsssssnssess Crude 41,7
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The following table shows the crude death rate in recent.yaaréf—

1958 = 1957 1956 1955 1954 1953 1952 41951 1950 1949
Crude 10.67 410.97 11,08 10,46 9.11 10,64 410.12 13.06 9,61 14.2
Adjusted 15.25 15.69

4. MATERNAL MORTALITY.

There were no deaths of mothers from puerperal nausés during 1958,

5. INFANT MORTALITY

Whilst the infant mortality rate for the whole of England and Wales was
22.50, that for the Urban Distriet was 34.15 and this was occasicned by the
failure of seven infants to reach their first birthday.

Comparative figures for the past ten years are given below.

1958 4957 19% 1955 1954 1953 1952 195f 1960 19&? -
34,15 28,30 37.04L L3.96 50,76 L3,72 23.15 L40.91 72.6% 56,0

TABLE -2 at the end of this annual répﬁrt gives an analysis of the ﬁausas
of death.

DEATHS (all ages)
The main causes of death in the area during 1958 were£"

1« Cardiovascular conditionS.sscccssscsssssssssqsnnssssnsnssnssssssnns 28
21 Cancers of wvarious kinﬁﬂn-s----o-;..-b----l-bri-t---i-ullrc-i----.I _18
3. Respiratory Diseases (excluding Tuberculosis and Cancer)ssessssssss: 13
L4e Vascular lesiona of the nervous systélluessssssssssssscssssssnansnne 14
5n TUberCU1GEiS|¢--pcri-t-iv-aa--«--t---a.--'c-ti-ofi-loittnit-----!bi 2

6- AccidentSesesessssassassnsssssssssnssssssassssnansssnsunassnssnnannnn u

Of the- twenty-eight deaths attributable to cardiovascular conditions,
twenty (thirteen males, seven females) Were due to coronary disesse.

Four fewer died of respiratory diseases in 1958 (13) than in 1957 (17).
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TABLE 1,

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR THE AN DISTRICT FOR 1958,

These statisticas have been confirmed by the Registrar General.

Live Births: . Total Males Females
Legitimate 158 106 ; J2
Illegitimate 7' L 3
Crude Birth-rate per 1 Gﬂﬂ population = 20.71
Adjusted " " P = 20, 30
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of
~ total live births = 3.0%
Still-births;- ... Lotal _ Males Females
Legitimate 7 3 L
Illegitimate . . i - = -
8till-birth rate per 1,000 total births = 23%.02
Deaths: -
Total Moles Females.
104 Bt Ay
Crude Death-rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population = 10,51
Adjusted ] " n LU LI n L] LL| L1 ox .1 5 . ﬂ.j
Deaths from Puerperal Causes:-
Thefe were no deaths from puerperal causes.
Number of Deaths under 1 year of age = 7

Déath rate of infants under 1 year of age:-

All infﬂ-nt-ﬁ PE-'I' 1,':'{){] li"-.FE bj-l‘thﬂll‘llilllll'lliillllllilﬂlﬂ Er B ER s AT R ERE RS 54.15
Legitimate infants per 4,000 live legitimate birthS..eeeeescessesces 315

Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 live Illegitimate births.cseccececess NIL
D-Eﬂths frﬂm Measles l:':'i.ll -EEB]--t-tu--rtn----------1-----------rr¢-t 0
D'eaths fI‘BIﬂ Wh-oﬁpm Gﬂugh (vll ﬂgea)lljiijiliiltllillil.ill!iili!!‘ G

Deaths from Cancer ﬂ-ll AFES Jasassscsssasinssdsacisssassnsssonandase 18
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TABLE 2.

ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSES OF INFANTS' DEATHS DURING 1958.

NEONATAL DEATHS : . 5 NEONATAL DEATH RATE : 24,39 per
; thousand live births.

Certified Cause of Death:

ist 2L hours One day =
Lo of life. gne month
1. (a) Cerebral haemorrhage
b) Spontaneous delivery = 1

1. (a) Microcephaly (b) ? Mongol
2. Talipes equina warus
1. La) Pulmonary atelectasis (b.)Prematurity

i
1
1. (a) Asphyxia neonatorum (b). Premﬂturity 1
1. (a) Prematurity 1

Deaths during One lHonth to One Year of Age : 2
1.(a) Acute tracheo-bronchitis - 1

1.(a) Waterhouse Frederichsen syndrome.

(b) Meningococeal septicaemia - 1
TABLE 3.
TUBERCULOSIS.
New cases during 1958:-
PULNONARY NON-PULMONARY
Male Female Male Femzle
Under 1 year. = = = = =
Over 1 year and under 5 years. 3 2 & T -~
Over 5 years and under 10 years. = - - = g
Over 10 years and under 15 years. = 1 1 - -
Over 15 years and under 20 years. - 1 2 o 2
Over 20 years and under 25 years, - I - - %
Over 25 years and under 35 years. - - 1 - =
Over 35 yeors and under L5 years., . =, 1 - i %
Over 45 years and under 55 years. = 1 = = =
Over 55 years and under 65 years, - 3 - = =
Over 65 years and under 75 years, - - = = =
Over 75 yeers. il - = E o =
CNgTAESE - - 10 L - 1
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Below I append the notification state at the beginning and end of

1958 for comparison purposes:-—

TUBERCULOSIS
INCIDENCE AND DOMICILIARY CARE,

b s e e, e Males
Number of Cases .... ‘- Pulmonary : e . L3
on Register 13# ..... . +=* Non-Pulmonary : e 8>
Janl.mry, 1958 2 ph g EF Y RS tagme 1T ‘ | —
‘ o ST R A e <1 B - 51
Number of Cases . ..... -~ Pulmonary ... -« ' - b
~ on Register 31st .... »#~=Non-Pulmopary -- ~" . i
- December, 1958. . .. ek 4 | Bly

L

Tﬁtﬂl'céﬁeé on JPnuary'ﬂ 1958, . . v
s Total cases on Buﬂ&ﬂbar Jﬁ ﬁgﬁﬂ; -

Number remﬂved frﬂm Register as folluﬂs -

. Number bf" 1n-tpppgphru = ;
: Restored to Eerlstur kT T,

Number left ﬂlstrlct--- = 2
 Number died - T e 1
Number re¢overed - i
Nuﬁber of' new notificntions - RN
e

....

‘‘‘‘‘

----

Females

65
12

i B
o A

— r
Mt
@ Fﬁ
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TABLE L.

CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF DEATH DURING 4958,

(as_rccorded by Registrar General)

Tuberculosis, REEPiratﬂrH---------or.a-a-----------u.--------
m‘berculDais, Ilc;gn Respir{"tory"---"".""""."'.---.'.'.‘

Sﬁhilitic Diseﬂse..--"-.l-.i...i.l.i-‘.‘--‘-"-I‘.--."---"fl

Diphtherifsccscssssscossssconnanssorsssssrsssssnsssacosssanss
Whooping Cougheeesssesssesssscnsssssssnsssasssssinsasscncesnsons
MBHinEGCUGCﬂl Inf@ctiﬂnﬁ------.-----------q----.-lc--tiltltai
Atute Poliomyplitise . « s e e e s s s msale s S s uy s
}'Jlslesi-ﬂ..l.l‘.'i.‘.'..ii..‘i-.-l.b}......QQ‘.....‘.I.‘I'.-'
Other inEBti?E and par&siti; diseaaesttilliildiiliill.llil.i
lalignant neoplasm, stomachessssssssssessnssssssnnnnsassnasne
Halignant neoplasm, lung, BronchUS..ssssecssssssesscscnscssns
Malignant neoplism, Dreast, .ivessess s sseesessessesessssbeehs
Malignant nﬂOPlﬁsm, UteruSssessenssescssssssssvsssnsssasnsnss
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasmBesescsscsssscssssasnne
Leukaemia, aleukaemicdeeeesesesesssessonssssensssssnesssnsanes
Eiibﬂt'}js...jjit.jlfjtii.".""".'ﬂ--t.'l'.‘f#‘..il..'..".'
Vascular lesions of nervous sysSteMessssssssssssscessnsresnnes
Coronary diseanse, angiNf..eeeeescsscsscssessessssvencsaneasenss
Hypertension, with heart diseasSCessecsssssssccsccrensvosncnne
Other heart di18e880ssssrsssnsstssssensssrsnssansppintsnssensns
Other circulatory disefS@.eeesesesscssssscsssssscssscsasscnnss
InTIeNG8asssasasssssiiissaststassssnsbenanssssatanssasnsensss
Pﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂiﬂ-;;;...qcsaa-4-sn.---------p.---4-------v---¢4----ll
Bronchitis.eessossssansssnncssnssssssansssanssnsssnnsasnsnsesn
Cther diseases of respiratory systelsessssssssessssessvcssene
Mleer of stomach and duodenum....................4¢.¢-¢---.a-
Gaﬂtritis, enteritis ond diarrho@feessesssssssssssssssannsnsne
Nephritis and nephrosiSssessecsssssssensssasscssssasssannssans
Jl.i-:,rpl'_flpl:iﬂ:‘:_ﬁ Di-.‘ l}rﬂﬁtﬂtﬂlitriqtlliiiiiiiiti!#il IEENEE NN NN
Pl"ﬁg_;l‘lﬂ,nﬂ:,’, ﬂ:lildhirth, C‘..-bﬂrt-i':}nl'-pi-ljillllilliiill!!!ifi....'l
Gatganitai malformationS.sessssssssscssscssssssssnassansasvnas
i-.JL.]."L.'.'_." lefi:l{:.d L\.:'l{l ill"ﬁl'&f‘inﬂd disﬁaﬁ{}s-liilillllllllll"'!‘llll.'lll.
Motor vehicle accldentsSciessesssssssssssssssssssssssvsssasnnnn
All other E.CCidﬂntS.------lqn-liqiiiioll!!f-rftlrittirl A EE RS SR

SUiCcidCoscssssnsassssssssassssssnssustrsssssnsssrsasessansnoss
Horieclde and operations of Waleeesscsscssasssesssssnsssssnccne

All caused.csesssassas

Males
1

—

I 1 ol

I o

] ==omget ) oipy A =

I 1

I \w il &2—1 1

Females
1

T

I —

1l ohnfpr e =din= =13 N1

|t S S |

I =t 1l

57

£
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES OR FEVERS.

The incidence and distribution of notified infectious -diseases including
tuberculosis is shown in the following table:=

Total Total

Disease Glymcorrwg Cymmer  Abergwynfi for for
_____ 1958. 1957,
Scarlet Fever 1 - - E| L
Measles 32 2l 2 53 6l
Whooping Cough - 1 - 1 19
Ophthalmia Neonatorium - - - - =
Erysipelas . - - - 1
Tuberculosis, Pulmonary L T % 14 I
Tubereulosis, Non-Pulmonary - 1 = 1 =
Pood Poisoning - - - - -
Puerperal Pyrexia - - - - -
Poliomyelitis, Paralytic - - - - 1
Dysentery - - - -
TOTAL 37 23 5 75 Sl




HOUSING

On the Croeserw Housing Zstate fify Gregory type houses were completed ‘ﬁ
during the year. These houses were Luilt at the request of the Netional
Coal Board and were let, mainly, to incoming miners.

New houses erected by the Council in the pust war period have now
reached the very creditable total of 593.

. -The -year under review is the first camplete year of the operation of
the Rent Act, 1957.

It is evident that the provisions of the fAct have led to a marked increase
in the amount of repalr work being undertaken by landlerds, but a limiting
factor in this increase is the inadequate number of building .arkers in the
&rea engaged on house repaira.

Applications by tenants for certificatea of disrepair under the Rent
At 1957 totalled 2L. Eleven certificates were granted by the Council and
in thirteen instances the landlord's undertaking to carry out the repsdirs within
8ix months was accepted. Two applications were received from landlords for
cancellation of certificates ~f disrepair but were refused on the grounds that -
all the repair work mentioned in the undertakings has not been completed.

The coming into operation of the Rent Act, 1957, has not lessened the"
number of complaints of nuisances due to disrepair which fall to be dealt
with under Section 93 of the Public Heelth Aect, 1936, and it was found
necessary in twenty one instances to take proceedings in Magistrates Courts to
secure compliance with Statutory Notices,

Dangerous buildings or structures were the subjects of sixteen noticea under
Section 58 of the Public Health Act, 1936 and Court Proceedings had to be
resorted to in two of these cases.

The following housing details are of interest:-

1. HNumber of new dwelling dwelling-houses erected durin? the year:-
b

(a} Total (inecluding numbers given separately under 50
(b] With state assistance under the Housing Acts:-
i), Built by the Local AbhoXity, «sue s sssss e sieesimniesss 50
ii) Built by other bodies or PersOnS...ssessssssssssssnssnssis 0

2. Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year:-

1. (a) Totel number of dwelling-houses inspected for Housing defects
(under Public Heelth or Housing ActS)isecscssssesisssssssnnsns 137
(b) Number of inspections made for the puUrposSE.sscssesscs.sesssnse 428
2 kag Number of dwelling-nouses (included under sub-head (1) above)
which were inspected and renﬂrded under the Housing

Consolidation Regulatiﬂnﬂ 19251-!ll'llllliflllil'littlill!'ili 0]
(b) Number of inspections made for the pUrpOSEisissssssssosssnee 0

3. Number of dwelling=houses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injuriﬂus to health as to be unfit for human habitation....s. 0

4. Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to under
the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all respects
reasana‘bl}r fit for human habitatliolesssessssscrnssssssssnsssans 116
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3. Remedy of Defects during the year without service of Formal Notice,
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence of
informal action by the Local Authority or their Officers......... L2

L« Action under Statutory Powers during the year.
A, Proceedings under Sectioms9, 10 & 16 of Housing Lct, 1936 -
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in which notices were served
e e R e s 0
(2) Number of dwelling-houses rendered fit after service of
Formal Notice:
a) EH DwnersiiifiitIl'ftlii".#!“fliOﬁ-iiiIiiiiiilﬁll-

I B N el B EnOr . e s esas seinaamnneissainisainnnesin

o O

B. Proceedings under Publiec Health Acts =
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring defects to be remediedesecssssccccsenns sssse 116

(2) Number of dwelling=houses in which defects were remedied
af'ter service of Formal Notice:
a] BF ﬁﬂnars.--......... ------ N R N R N NN NN NN NN 56
b) By Local Authority in default of OWNeErSseescssscssse 0

C., Proceedings under Sections 11 and 12 Housing Act, 1936 -
(1) MNumber of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demolition

Orders were madeesssssesssasssssssvsssssavasasrsassrsnsvsnony %)
(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of

BT Bl s WL e -3 A e Pt S S s~ R g e, 0

5« Housing Act 1936 = Part iv. - Overcrowding:-
(a) = (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year) Information

ii) Number of families dwelling therein..................; not
iii) Number of persons dwelling thereiNsscssssscessssaess) available.
(b) - ' Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during
the yearili-'liIi-i-iiiiiiiﬂi-iifiiiiiiil-il#liiiii'i D
(c) L Ei] Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year 0
. (4i) Number of persons concerned in such CA3€8sssectescescs 0
(d) - Number of cases in which dwellings have again become
overcrowded after the Local Authority have taken steps
for the abatement of overcrowding.sssscssscssasssnssnsnnnns 0.

6. Bed Bug Infestation: the sanitary inspector's services are available

for all householders. - Wherever there is any suspicion, he
inspects the bedding and furniture of incoming tenants of council
houses.

The disinfestation is by means of the insecticide known as D,D.T.
either in liquid or powder form.

Number of council houses dizinfested..cessssssssassssnsnns
Number of other houses disinfestedesscsscssssssssssscssnns

L% Y

There are no common lodging houses, Camp sites or inhabited tents,
vans and sheds in the area.
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W.TER SUPPLIES. ‘!

The total reinfall in the area during 1958 was 84,04 inches, This
is well above the average for the past ten years which is 77.78 inches.

An abundant supply of water was thus availeble for all puUrposes,.

The small neighbourhood unit at Croeserw, Cymmer is still in process
of development and a further fifty houses were completed during 1958.
The site now contains 428 houses.

The pumping station and service reservoir vwhich were installed during
1754 have ensured an adequate supply of water at the highest elevations on
the site. : e ity

Complaints from householders in Abergwynfi of brown discolouration of
the water which waa due to an excess of .iron oxide are now much less
frequent.. . This follows the: dlscontlnuqnce last year of extraction of water
from the East Level, Abergwynfi end the substitution of an intake from a.
small tributary of the Avon river. :

During the year, nineteen samples of water were taken for bactericlogical
examination from the four main sources of supply.

Three samples proved unsatisfactory to a moderate degree, but repeat
samples showed that remedial measures taken by the Engineer had restored
the purity oft the water.

Nine bacteriological samples were taken, the small auﬁsidiary supplies
which are piped from springs to Cimcas Houses, Glyncorrwg and Fforchlas
Cottages, Hbernregan. L

One of these samples proved to be unsatisfactory, due probably to the
intake having -been "interfered with. A repeat sample was satisfactory.

The water from our four main sources of supply being of o soft character
are lead solvent, consequently the use of lead in water service pipes in the
area is not‘allowed. g B -

Houses number1np 2618 with an estimgted .population of 9,823 were supplied
directly from the -Council's water mains. Seven houses were supplied from
a public water main by means of a standpipe.
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. HYGIENE OF FACTORIES.

Local Authorities are required by the Factories Act, 1937, to
administer the provisions of the Act relating to sanitary convenlences
in all factories and the provisions relating to cleanliness, overcrowding,
temperature, ventilation, and drainage of floers, in faectordes in which
mechanical powier is not used.

_ Local Authorities are also responsible for securing in factories
adequate precautions against fire, and administration of bakehouses and
certain other matters relating to public health.

A register must also be kept of all factories in the district.

Factories Act, 105/.
Prescribed particulars on the administration
of the Factories Act, 1957
Part 41 of the Act.

1.; INSPECTIONS for purpuses Df-prﬂvisinns as to health - 1958
including inspections made by Public Health Inspector).

. o Number of £
Premises lioa on Written Occupiers
Register 1Inspections Notices Prosecuted

= .

(1) Factories in which . q
Seetions1,2,3,4 and 6 '
‘are to be enforced by i S 3 0
Loeal Authorities.

(1i) Fastories not included
in (i) in which Section €
7 is enforced by the
Local Authority.

28 prhe 0

(iii)Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by 3 a
the Local Authority %
(excluding out-workers'
premiaea?.

Total 16 70 s 3 0
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2e Cases in ﬁhigh defects were found.

Number of cases in - Number of cases
which defects were Referred in whick

found. To H,M. By H.M. prosectitions were
Found BRemedied In;yemter Inspector instituted.

Want of Cleanliness (8.4) 4
Overcrowding (S.2) -
Unreasonable temperature (S.3) -
Inadequate ventilation (S.4) =
Ineffective drainage of

] Py
1
1
1

floors (S.6) - - - - -
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) - - - e : o
(a) Insufficient - - - - -

Ebg Unsuitable or defective 2 2 - - -

c) Not separate for sexes - - = - =
Other offences againat the
Act (nbt including offences

relating to outwork). - - - - -

Total 3 3 - 0 gy gl -

Outworkers

3 There were no outworkers in the August list required by Section 110,

Factories Act, 1937, No action was necessary to be taken under Section
110 and 141 of the Act. . -
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FOOD HYGIHE

The Pood Hygiene Regulations brought into being af'ter much thought
and stufly at the highest level were aimed at the prevention of poisoning
by food and a general improvement in the standard of food handling,
display and storage.

The regulations laid down requirements in respect of:-

1
2.
3.
. "

5

The cleanliness of premises and equipment.

The hygienic handling of food.

fhe cleanliness of food handlers =n! their clnthing;

The conatruction and repair of food premises and thé toilet
facilities to be provided.

The temperature at which certain foods are to be kept to prewent

mualtiplication of harmful orgenisms,.

Much effort and money has been expended in complying with the
requirements of the Regulations in food premises up and down the country.
It is pleasing to record that local traders have accepted the raised
standards and are readily responding to the recommendation made by your

of'f'icers.

In this area there was no major outbreak of food poiscning during
the periocd under review and no individual cases of food poisoning reported
by mediecal practitioners. .

Particulars of notices under the Food Hygiene Regulations that have
been served on occupiers of food premises are given on the following pages.
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1. MEAT AI'D OTHER FOODS INSPECTION.

Food premises in the urban area may l'e enumerated and classified as
follows: -

Grocery and provisions stores E 19
Small (parlour type) sweets and general shops - 15
Fish and Chips - s
Greengrocery - 5
Cafe and sweets - 5
Butchers - 5
Ice-cream makers ' - 2
Bakehousec # - 1
Sausage making premises - 5
Colliery canteens - L
School canteens - 8
72
0f the above total the following premises are registered:-
Bakehouses s 1
Premises where sausages are made - 3
Premises where ice~cream is made ~ 3
Premizes where ice-cream is stored and seld enly ¢ - of -

During the year 376 visits of inspection were made to food premises.

Notices drawing attention to requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations
1955 ete., were served as follows:-

Unhygienic floor covering ' = L 4 notice

Provision of consiant hot water for hand washing = 3 notice
Cleanliness of food rooms - 3 notice
Cleanliness of W.C.'s = 2 notices
Defective W.C.!'3 - 3 notice

Except for one instance these notices were complied with, within a
reasonable period. :

There i3 one bakehouse in use in the area which is situated in Cymmers, e



&
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The statutory requiréments applicable to bakehouses are contained in

the Factories Act, 1937 and the Food and Drugs fet, 1938,

Two noticeas were served during the year for non-observance of these
provisions as follows:-

Defective W.C.'s - 2
Want of Cleanliness - . 1

These notices were promptly complied with,
The following articles of food which were found to be disezsed, unwholesome

or unsound were surrendered and disposed. of by being buried in the Council's
refuse tips:-

Beef" - 242 lbs, Ewaporated milk = 2% tins
Pork . 3 = R e L Condensed lilk - 3 n
Lamb : R i D Crean o
Tinned Ham 5 Soup Lt Bl
Tinned Shoulder - 64k Rice pudding — i
Tinned Cormed beef e vl Beans i
Fruit = 73 tins Paked beans Ep
Peas =~ 13 " Checsae = 4 ecarton
Prescrved apples - 42 lbs. Hamburgers = 2 tins
Tomatoes - 88 tins Fish g A
Luncheon meat == R 1 oA Spaghetti i e

Beetroot s

SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

There 1s one licensed slaughterhouse in the area which is situated at the
rear of 165, Jersey Road, Blaengwynfi.

This slaughterhouse is not in regular use. There were no animals

‘8laughtered there during the year.



--19-

The following table gives the classification of animals slaughtered,
for sale for human consumption, in the area during 1958.

Carcases and 0ffal

inspected and condemned in whole or in part.

T eea—

¢

Cattle
excluding
Covig.

; Sheep
Calves &
Lamba

"

Cows

Piga

Horses

Number killed (if known)

Nil Nil Nil Nil

13

Nil

Number inspected

1

ALl diseases except
?uhercﬁiusis and
Cysticerci.

Whole carcases condemned

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned

e

Nil

Hii.-

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease other than

__tuberculosis and eysticerel = - -

Nil

Nil

Tuberculosis only

_Yhole carcases condeémned

None

None

Carcases of ahich some
part or orgeil was
.condenne”.

e mm e S —

None

None

L

Percentage of the number
inspected of'lecéeld wish
tubercvlosis

None

None

Cyssicores.s

Carcazes of sihi.ch foms
part or crezno was condemned

None

None

Carcases suciltted to
treatmernt by r:ﬂrigqratinn

None

Generalised erl totelly
_condemned

None

None

Ilone
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ICE-CREAM

In the many discussions which have taken place on the effectiwvness of the
Food Hyglene Regulations, it is generally claimed that the powers given to the
enforcing authorities are not sufficiently comprehensive and definite.

This cannot be said of the Ice-Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947,
which were introduced in the early post war period after a food poisoning
outbreak, attributed to ice-cream, which was subject of much public concern
at the time.

This 1égi$1ﬁtiun was produced by the Ministry of Health in consultation with
the trade interests concerned, and the requirements were laid down with precision.

Specialised equipment was soon produced by manufactures ond these encbled
ice-cream makers and dealers to carry out with great facility the hent treatment
and other processes required by the regulations.

f Ice—qream 18 now classed as being amongst the safest of foods and its
popularity, as shown by consumption figures, continues .to grow each year,

There are now two premises registered in the area for the manufaocture of
ice-cream and twenty-eight premises registcred for the storage and sale of
ice—-cream,

During the year, twenty-tuo samples of ice-cream were taken by your
Public Health Inspector and submitted for bacteriological examination to the
Public Health Laboratory, Cardiff.

Results were as follows:-

- Hethylene Blue Reduction Test.

Mumber of samples zttaining Provisional Grade 4 = 22

n L n 1 it LI 2 - G

] " " " " L] 5 = 0

" N o " 0 " L = 0
Grade 4 is provisionally interpreted as "3atisfactory"

i 2 1" ] i 1" lrFﬂir“

o RS i 3 " "Unsatisfactory"

Bap sl t " " " "Very unsatisfactory"



MLLK

Important changes have been made in the production, processing and
distribution of milk since the introduction in 1549 of the Milk and Dairies
Regulations and the Milk (Special Designations) Regulations.

There has been a great extension of specified areas where only designated
milk, i.e. pasteurised, sterilised, tuberculin tested, can be sold, and a
gradual extension of the tuberculosis eradication and attested areas,

In Ootober 1957 the percentage in Wales of attested herds was 92 bar cent
and in England and Scotland 66 per cent and 90 per cent respectively.

It has been forecast that 1960 will see the end of bovine tuberculosis in
cattle in the British Isles,

It is significant that deaths from abdominal tuberculosis of children under
5 years of age, most of which were believed to be due to the consumptlnn of
infected milk fell from 1,107 in 1520 to 412 in 1953,

These results have been achieved partly by the eradicabtion of diseased
cows but probably to a greater extent, by the heat treatment of milk,

District Councils are responsible for aampiing for bacteriological axahinéticn
which is a test of the hygienic quality of the milk and its freedom from
infection by tubercle baecilli.

The folluwing table gives the number and classification of registered
persons engaged and registered premises used, in the production, storage and
sale of milk in the area:

Cowkeepers -2
Registered distributors of milk - 7
Milk shops where milk is sold

In sealed bottles =
Premises used as dairies - 7

Nine retailers were licensed during the year to sell pasteurised milk and
six to sell tuberculin tested milk,

Four samples of milk were taken during the year from the dairy herda of
registered cowkeepers in the area and were examined for the presence of tubercle
bacilli, All the samples proved to be negative.

Reports from the Public Health Laboratory on sixteen samples of pasteurised
and tuberculin tested milk submitted from this area also proved to be satisfactory
in each case.
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RODENT CONTROL

The return to duty of the rodent operative C. Matthews, after his long
abaence due to an accident to his foot, has made possible the resumption of
the six monthly rat poisoning treatment of the Council's sewer manholes,

River banks in Cyﬁmer, Glyncofrwg and Blnengwynfi together with the
Council's refuse tips were given poison treatment three times during the

Jear.

Treatments of dwelling-houses and business premises were carried out
mainly by the Public Health Inspector.

Poisons used included zine phosphide, arsenious oxide and warfarin,

The importance of these rodent control measures can be realised when
one considers the amount of material damege caused to property and food by
rats, and the fact that some diseases of rats are transmissible to man.

. For inatﬁnce, Weils disease is primarily a disease of rats resulting in
the organism being excreted in the rats urine and gaining entry to the human
bqﬁy through cuts or abrasions of the skin,

Outbreaks of food poisoning have also been attributed to sclnonella
organisms being present in rat droppings which have contaminated food stuffs.

The table on the next page gives particulars of rodent control work
carried out during 1958.
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1945,

Report for year ended 31st December, 12§§,

*

Type of Property

Tocal Dwelling- Agricul-  All other TCTAL
Authority houses tural (including Columns
' business 1,2 & Lo
premises T
1 2 s b
1. Total number of :
propariies in distriect L3 2661, 249 258 2970
2. I'umber of properties
inspected during 1958
as a result of':-
Ea notification L 21 0 3 28
1) Survey 23 i 241 2 .98
n) otherwise L 190 9 124 315

-

Za  Number of properties
inspected vhich were
founa to be infested

v rats
Hnjor L 0 0 (0] L
Finor 3 28 9 % 3l
L, Number of provperties
wiich were found to be
inf'rsted by mice.
Ma jor 0 0] 0 0 (0]
Lsnor 1 AT 0 0 18
e NMunber of inTested
proserties treated 8 L5 1 3 56
6. Jumder of notices
served under Section 4
1) Treatment - = = = =
Z2) Structural works ~ = = = =
{. Kunher of ecases in
which default action
was taken - = = = =
8. Legal Froceedings = = = 5 -

9. Nurher of "block" control schemes carried out = Nil
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

In accordance with the Sanitary Officers' Order, Mr. John Tate,
the Public Health Inspector, has, by inspection of the area, to keep
himielf informed of the sanitary circumstances of the district and in
respect of nuisances that require abatement. Under other Acts, Regulations
and Orders, he has & variety of other duties,

A summary of his. inspections and visits during 1958 is as follows:-

GENERAL DISTRICT INSPECTIONS:- ki di

. —

ﬂhergﬁyﬂfi and Blaengwynfipvg.i.aoc¢.toian|lr'-a-la---onnlillnlln 1#
Gymmﬂriiii'iId-'IiIIiI'itilllilil'l-lﬂi!ii!iiitvill!!i!ii-il!lllf 12

Dufiryn Rhondda and Cymonvillecsscesssssescssscncsvssssessrsncnne 10
Giwﬂ‘amg‘..-t.-'llii.nillllliitiiiiii-iiitiﬂrililiIlliill-'l"lillll'll‘ '1_3

HOUSING AND BUILDING INSPECTIONS:-

Dwelling-houses in respect of defects and

nnieEnces due t0 Ais-repair.ccsscevescsvcssssacssssssnsoancsssvens 137
Re=vi=its to dwelling=houses = 838 0bOVEi.esssssssssnsanans A A
Hefective and NewWw GrainS..cssscccsesssostsevsassensocscssnsncsves L&
BT I s ah s s s mim e s ah ws e s n e AR as RS e s s nasssss 12
Dangerous and dilapidated buildings and structureSeescecesceccesse 63

Stﬂblealﬁpnliq.-...f.;-..q-.-..'g'-4;.-&1;1---4.-*1iaiaaiiiiilci- 2
Figgﬁri&ﬂ..¢,.q-.h.4.¢,......ﬂ.,.. ----- R R N N N 51

EYCTENT OF FOOD INSPECTIONS: -

I‘&iries ﬁnd mi..l.!-t EhOPS"-n.v.f;"'a-}.iltliﬂl‘bﬂlniﬂ-i'iilil'i'ill." 66
Butchers® shops, fish shops, grocery stores ancd

S I . 7 -
FLJ?GRI INSPEGTIGﬂSulljtt|qnl.11n|t'-1lnill|i|-'ttol|-l---i-ilill ?G

THSPRCITONS UNDER SHOPS ACT, 193kessesasesasnncossvevessssevesass OI

PEST CONTROL INSPECTIONS

Rodent CGntrDl-.‘41pq¢r---pi¢;----ﬁgt¢a-t----41a-liiil 36?
BEd Bug Infest&tiona¢¢--s,n-nfjpgs;s-inpioionllo-orr't 1&

¥TSCELLANEOUS INSPECTIONS

R R ATIEONA T BATIOEE G e s a s o as v nas s s dnnnshmsnessnssvebiesinsssss 23
DCfGCti?E SEV eI S ansrnsanssrssnsssscanstcsancscsbresssncsnsssanfiosnsdd 15
wﬁtﬁr wn:kﬁ ﬂnd water suPPlyunuti-lin-i-1------i---nqlaiilillil" 18

SRR tous diseases and diainfeotiongeseesss s sensnsos ssnssssresss 2l

Tﬂtﬁ.-l nuﬂ'lb@r Df ins?ectiﬂ‘nsg-_1-_-5---1-4-4----4‘. 1?21

P
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Action taken in cases of breaches of Acts, Orders and Regulations

discovered during inspeetions is summarised as follows:=

Number ' of Notices

Sub jeet of Nature of breaches No. of No. of complied with
inspections of Acts, Orders Informal Statutory
and Regulations Notices., Notices. Informal Statutory
Dwelling Houses
under Housing !
Consolidated Dampness, Disrepair,
Regulations 1925 Defective paved 116 66 il 56
- areas, W.C.'S w '
Dwelling Houses drainage, etc.
on complaint of
a nuisance.
Miscellaneous Dead Sheep, Deposit :
nuisances., of Manure, Deposits 11 2 9 2
of house refuse, etc.
Dairies and  Milk exposed to
Milkshops. ~contanination, - = = =
Dangerous or Buildings or
dilapidated structure 1l & 3 5
puildings and dilapidated or
structures. dangerous,
Butcher shops, . Removal of refuse,
Fish shops, cleansing and Lime-
Grocery and . washing required. 0 13 0 10
Provision stores Provision of adequate ¥¥. ;
and places where _ washing facilities ete.
food is prepared,
Factories, Cleansing and Lime-
Workshops and ~washing required. 0. 3 0 3
Workplaces Sanitary conveniences i
(including defective.
Bakehouses).
Pigstyes. Cleansing and Lime- :
washing required, 2 g 2 0
Drains. Defective and choked. 21 if 14 q
Domestic Water Insufficient. 0 2 0 2
Supplies. Houses without
water supply. 0 0 0 0
" Wastage. 0 i 0 i
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE DISTRICT.

. For ease of reference the details included under this heading are
repeated this year.

The Health Services provided in accordance with Statutory requirements
may be sub=divided under three main headings, those provided by the Regional
Hospital Board (A); those provided by the Executive Council (B); and those
provided by the Local Health Authority (C). :

A, (i) HOSPITALS. " *

The Glyncorrwg Urban Distriet falls within the ares served by the
Mid Glamorgan Hospital Management Committee.  Although none of the hospitals
are situated within the boundaries of the District, all thirteen are cvailable
to patients from the district as the need arises, Specinlised forms of
treatment are also available in hospitals outside the immedinte control of the
Mid Glamorgan area; examples being the Plastic Surgery Unit at Chepstow,
the Head Unit gt Morristonand the Cheat Surgery Unit at Sully,

(11) VENEREAL DISEASES CLINIC.

This Clinic is situated at Station Approach, Port Talbot and separate
sessions under the direction of a Speecialist Medieal O0fficer are held for
men and Women.

B, (i) GENERAL PRACTTTIONER SZRVICE.

Under the control of the Glamorgan Executive Committee, five doctors
provide an adequate twenty-four hour service to meet the needs of the population.
This is supplemented to o limited extent by practitioners from adjoining areas.

(ii) PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICE,

One pharmacy, in Cymmer, and one in Blaengwynfi serve the area., Whilst
adequate to meet the needs of the total population, some difficulty is
somatiries experienced by patients living at =~ distance from the pharmacies,

(111) OPHTHAIMIC AND DENTAL SERVICES,

Apart from the services provided by the Local Health Authority for school
and pre-school children, expectant and mursing mothers, there are no local
provisions in the district. Persons requiring dental and optic treatment
travel to adjoining population centres for this type of treatment.

C. (1) DOMICILIARY MIDWIFERY SERVICE.

Two full=-time midwives and one nurse/Midwife serve the needs of the
commubity. They reside in the area and are strategicnlly deployed to meet
the exigencies of the service.

‘All are trained in the use of and administration of gas and air analgesic.
Recently with the introduction of trilene this has been added to the service.
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(ii) DOMICILIARY NURSING SERVICE. : ‘

Two full-time Domiciliary Nurses and one Nurse/Midwife are employed
and, like the Midwives, live in the district.

(iii) HOME HELP SERVICE.

Administered from the Divisional Health Office in Port Talbot, the
Glamorgan County Council provides a Home Help Serviece. A charge based
on the income is made for this service.

(iv) . MEDICAL COMFORTS.

Medical Comforts in the form of Bed Rests, Rubber Sheets, Air Rings,
Urinals, Bed-pans, Sputum Mugs, Wheel-chairs, etc., are available for issue
to needy cases free of hiring charge and can be obtained from the domiciliary
murse or the Divisional Health Office.

(v) AMBULANCE SERVICE.

Operated from the Central Control Office at Neath (Neath 871) and
directed by short wave radio the Ambulance Service is provided by the
Glamorgan County Council,

(vi) WELFARE SERVICES.

Under the control of the Welfare Services Committee of the County Council
and with an Area 0ffice at Number 8, Wind Street, Neath, this department -
provides Part IITI Hostel Acccnmodatlon, cares for the homeless and undertakes
" responsibility for property etc., of patients in hospital or otherwise
incapable of managing their affairs as well as being responsible for the
welfare of the blind and handicapped.

(vii) MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE.

The Duly Authorised Officer appointed to take initial steps under the
Lunacy end Mental Treatment legislation is Mr. E, J, Powell, 26 Dyfodwg Street,
Treorchy (Pentre 3317).

(viii) MENTAL DEFECTIVES.

The Glamorgan Guunty Council undertakes responsibility for the
ascertainment, supervision and general welfare of mental defectives in their
ovn homes and has provided an Occupation Centre in Baglan,

Residential Care is provided by the Regional Hospital Board, cases found
to be in need of such care being referred by the County Mediecal Officer.



(ix) CLINIC SERVICES.

The Local Health Authority provides ante-natal, infant welfare and
school dental clinics in the area., In addition special clinic sessions
are arranged as required for Smallpox vaccination, B.C.G. vaccination,
Poliomyelitis vaccination, Immunisation against diphtherie and wvhooping

cough.
(x) WELFARE FOODS.

Welfare foods are available at all Infant Welfare clinics as well as
at Special Food Seales Sessions in the Cymmer area,

(xi) MINOR GYNAECOLOGICAL CLINIC.

A clinic where advice is given to married mothers who, for medical reasons,
require birth control is held once monthly at Port Talbot., This clinic is
administered by the Divisional Medical O0fficer and appolntments are made only
on the representation of medical practitioners,






