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SLYACURRNG URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL,
Yc tlie Chalrian and Members of the Glyncorrwg Urban Distriet Council.

Fentlemen,

I have the honour to present the report on e
the public health of the arca for the year 1951. It is prepared

in accordance with the instruebtion: of the Welsh Board of Hesalth.

~ hope that it will be helpful and interesting,

There were no serious outbreaslks of
infectious diseases, Measles was prevalent but uost cases Were
uild and 13 causcd no deaths. 1o cases of infentile paralysis
were reported. The arga was also free fron food polisoning.
Tuzreulosis continued Yo be a scrious problen. It is hoped
that ecent developnents, such as the introduction of imunisation
against the diseace, luproved Torus of treatuent, the use of home
nurceeg in the home treatument of the discasc and the provision of
addivional hospltal beds, will show rcsults in the area.

One of the local FTeatures is a continued
high hirth pate, It remained, in 1951, higher than in most areas
of ¥ngland and Wales. There was a definice reduetion in whe
inTantv mortality »ate, Ao the rate is based or very small
numnbers 3his reduction nuay nave little shatistical aignificaneces

During the year, the Councll made a series
of 2epresentations to thie Glanorgan Iieeutive Councll stressing
the need Tor adeguate general practitionzr, pharmaceutical and
dental services in the arca. It is important that the mining
vallieys should have medical and allied services equal to those
cf the coust and country towno, FTortunately, the Glanorgan
County Council were able to continue the expansion of the ellinle
nervices, The only serious clinic deficiency was due to the lagk
cl dental surgeons, '

. In the report are details of the ereditable
aclicvenente of the Council and. its staff in the sanitary control
of vhe area and the prevention o’ dlacase in the ecomnpunitye.

° lir, Yale, the Bunitayry Inspector, has
indly preparced bthe seetvions on general information, housiig,
wat.r supplices and the hygiene ol foctories =mmd food, The
alenrical gtalff of the Port Talhot znd Glyncorrwy lealth Division
have tabulated the vital statistics.

: This i3 my last ammual report to the Council
aird T wish 1o thanik, most sincerely, the. members, officlals and
stalf of the Council for their courtcsy and assistance during mny
term of office., I also enjoyed much help fron the local general
practiticners, The Divisional Health Office ctaff have vndertaken
in = loyal and efficicnt mamer my clerical and statistical worl,

Your obedient scrvant,

D-i JQ D.I.IvIES @ .
lediecal Officer of Health,
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GENERAL INFORMATION,

Prior to the fornation of the Glyncormwg
ILocal Board in 1893, the Giyncorrwg Parisn was adainistencd by
the Neath Sanitary Authoritye. The following yesr saw the coming
into foree of tiie Local Governmenit Act ol 1894, and under its
provisions the Clyncorrwg Urban District Council was foruicd.
Ihe Urban District covers an area of 13,925 acres.

For administrative purposes the Urban
Listriet is divided into three wards, namely the Abergwynfi,
Cyraner anc Glyncorrwg wards, The Couneil Dfllcr’ are situated
a5 Cymner which ls the approximate centrc of the area,

The most vrominent physical feavures in
tae area are the deep valleys of the rivers Corrwg snd Afan,
LheEe pivers have thelr souwrces near Glyuncorrwg and Abergwynfi
raspectively, and their confluencc at Cymaer, Thz main river
flows thenec to the sea at Port Talbot down the Afan Valley through
Duliryn Afan ani Jynon Afan.

The banks of these rivers rise steeply and
mepge Into the mountain elopes, cocnseguenstly vhere ave very few
devel sites in she valleys for housing sites and Industrial
daavelopnent. e mountain sides and uginrls were mainly used
TopEheen favaing, but extensive afforestation i= row being carried
cut by the loresiry Comalssiol, The rainfgll ip the ards 18 very
high and has avceraged 73 inches during the past wen years,

The mining of coal is the chief industrial
acbivityr easried out in the distriel, and it iIs understood tnat
1he Nabional Coal Board has scheduled the area I'or developmnent.
Coels being mined inelude bituwainecus, dry steam and antiracite,.

The growich and develop.aeirs of the area are
gliowa by the population figures which arc as follows:i-

For tie yoor 1901 the census vopulsiion was 6,452
i i i gy " I 8,669
H| i 1 '92'1 il it i H :L{"L, ??2
| i i :_931 i it [ it 1{}, 2{)3

t 1951 " estimated " &

The przteable walus of tlie area Tor the
year ended 3lst. December 1951, was as followsi=

c:!g el ﬂr-
General Rate Purposes 30,268, 0, £
2um represcnicd by ld. Ralc 109, O af

The main sewer, whish has its outfall
in the sea at Port Talbot, is laid in thc beds of the river Afan
gnd its tributaries. Practicﬂlly the whole of tlie houses in
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VITAL STATISTICS.

In contrast to a general practitioner, who has to assess the
health of the individual patient, a medical officer of health
has to Jjudge the state of health of the comunity. He bases
his judgment on certain figures, called vital statistics, which
are obtained frou the registration of deaths, births and
8tillbirths and the notifications of tuberculosis and certain
infectlous diseascs,

At present, he cannot present a complete
pieture as it is impossible to obtain Tipures of the prevalence
of certain forms of ill-health, such as rheumatism and @minor
mental complaints, which cause so much unhappiness and loss of
worke It is hoped that in-due coursce the Ministry of Natlional
Insurance gnd the Regional Hospital Board will be able to provide
reliable illness statistics,

The detailed statistical tables, rcgulired
by the Welsh Board of Health, are given at the end of the rcport,
Ir this section, a general explanatory review of the main
statistics is given.

‘4,  PCPULATION.

The population of the Urban District was
estimated by the Registrar CGeneral to be 9,343 for the mid=year
1951 as' compared with 9,156 for the previcus year.

2,  BIRTHS.

There were 220 live births, 120 males and
100 females, during the year. 5 stillbirths were recordcda
3.18% of all live births were illegitiuatc,

'Phe birth-rate was 23.55 per 1000
peoulation as compared with 19.5% in 1350.

=1

The following table is of interest:=

Number of live births at home in the areai- 120
Number of live births (Glyncorrwg Ue.D.C. mothers)
in Neath General Ilospltal:- 61

Number of live births (Glyncorrwg U.D.C. mothers)
. in Macsteg Maternity Home and
Bridgend General Hospital. 19

L5.L5% of all live births elther
occeurred in a hosuital or matermity homc. this percentage has
inereased markedly in recent years.



B
B DEATHS,
The total nuunber  of deaths during 1951
was 122, comprising 92 males and 40O females. The death ratcs
per thousand of the population in recent years are as follows:=

1951, 1950. 1949,.: 1948, - 1947. A946., 1945, 1oLl 19458
13.06 9,61 11,2 11.9 1AL,9 118 1255 Wil SR

The death rate for the whole of England
and Wales during 1951 was 12.5.

The main ecauscs of dcath werc discases
of the heart and blood vesscls, cancer, bronchitis and influenza,

ia  INFANT MORTALITY.

Q9 infants, under one year of age, died
during the year, The infant mortality rate = number of deaths
of infants under one year per 1000 live births - was 40.91. The
figure for the whole of England and Wales was 29,6. Comparisons
of the annual rates are as Tollows:-

1951, 1950, 1948, 1948, 1947. 194h6. 1945. 194l ASLSS
40,91 72.63 56 711 56 Tt 6l 56 115

It is pleasing to note the reduced infant
mortality rate in 1951. It is hoped that the provislion of a
premature baby uanit at Neath General Hospital, the recent
improvenents in the home nursing of the premature babies at home,
the additional elinic sessions and the improvements in housing
will result in a further reduction of this loss of infant: lived,

5. HATERNAL i{ORTALITY.

It is plcasing to report that, during
1951, there were no deaths of mothers due to pregnancy or
childbirth.
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GEIERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES ©TOR THZ URBAN _AREA..

In this secuvion, & brlef general deseription of the services will
be made, I"Mall details of the adninistration and committees which
are responsible fo» the local organisation of the health services
are not included.

NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICH.

The Urban Distric’t Council. is nou
reapﬂnsible for the plamming or administration bus it is very
pl2asing to note +hﬁt members do take an Lnterest in these

matters,. Their importance necds rnio ernmphasis, Every citize
pays, on &sn average, approxXimetely nine pQUuds per year, either
by direct or indirect taxation, for this service, For this

grpenditure, one i:as the right to expect a Tiret class health
gervice, There gre, however, difficulbties, such as a shortage
of dentists and the need to postpone the construetion of health
eenfires, which eamnot be surmounted in a few years.

During 1951, therc were a nuaber of
limited local improvements in thc service. These are described
in the following paragraphs.

1 a E"E._D{. r.:l.!'!... e

The administration of the loecal hospital
services is She nesponsibility ol the liid Clamncegan Hosoltal
Managenent Comanisbce - office at 6, Wind boreet, Neath. The
Gonsultant and Specialist Services are orpgarised by the ¥Welsh
Rezional jiospital Board whose ceniral a*fnra ig at Cabhays Park,
Moo
Oergift.

(4., ‘BEDICAL . ‘!"URGTDN PATIENIS,

———

; Ncoth ﬁr?:*Ll Hosnital, 2 fully eqgulipped
hocpital, provided treatment for the majoritr o 2 above pavients
rom the area, A limited proporiion werc treated at Swansea
General Hospital and Movriston Hospitale

: The re-opening of Tnnna llospital, ITecath
85 & childrens' hoopitel improwved the local hospidal *JOJLi ies,
Children from thic area can novw have thelr twnrllf and adenolids
renoved ab this hospital and by the end of 1951, there was a
considerable reduciion of the waiting list.

(ii)}) MATERNITY PATIENTS.

The ma

: s ity of patients, requiring &
wspltal confinencent, were admi

jor
h = R -
ttcd to Weailh General Hospital,
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The booking of the non-emergency maternity
beds -was arranged by the Port Talbot and Glyncorrwg Health Divisio¥,
.This scheme wag a success as the domestic, medical and housing
problems of each applicant could be considered,

(iii) INFECTIQUS PATIENIS,

Such patients, whose doctors requested
108pital treatment, were adnitted either to Port Talbot, laesteg
or Bridgend Isolation Hospitals. The decline in recent years
of diphtheria has fortunately lessened the necd for isolabion
hospital beds.

(iv) TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS,

With the opening of- a nuaber of wards Tfor
tuberculous paticnts at Cefn Hirgocd Hospital, Bridgend, there
nas been a reduction of the waiting period for hospital.or
sanatoriwa treatment. Further hospital and sanatorium beds are
however still reguired for such patients,

(v) MENTAL (PSYCHIATRIG) PATIENTS.

Mental illness is common, There are all
degress of such illness, from the mild, which often responds to
treatment by the family doctor. to the more scvere which
necessitates treatment at a mental hospitale

Out-patient facilities for this area were
provided at Neath General Hospital. Most in=-patients were treated
at the Horgannwg liental Hospital, Bridgend.

In recent years, the treatment of mental
patients has advanced considerably and a moderate proportion of
curcs are obtained,

24 VENEREAL DISEASES CLIITIC.

This eliniec is situated at the Station
Approach, Port Talbot,. E

3,  GENERAL PRACTITIONER, DENTAL, PILARMACEUTICAL AND SUPPIEMENTARY
OPHTHALIIIO SERVICES.

These seprvices arc controlled loeally by
the Glamorgan Exeeutive Council whose office is ab W7, Park Place,
Cardiff. There are three general practitioners in the urban areas
The dental, pharmaceutical and ophthalmic services are exbremely
limited. liost adulte receecive thelr dental treatment at Maesteg
or Neath.



9

L,  ANCILLARY HEALTH SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE GLAHORGAN COUNTY
JOUNGILL,

. The majority of these services are under
the day to day control of the Port Talbot and Glyncorrwgz Divisional
Health Commnittee whose office iz at Park House, Theodore Road,

Port Talbot. They inelude the home nursing, health visiting and
midwifery services, the ante-natal and infant welfare clinics and
tire home helps saervice,

The ambulance service in the area is under
the direet control of the Glamorgan County Council. The loeal
sub=gtation is at Neath.

5. SCHOCL MEDICAL SERVICE.

 ——

This service is not part of the National
Heglth Service, It is controlled by the Glaunorgan County Council
and the local ofiice is at Park House, Port Talbot. All school
ehildren in certcin age groups vere medically exanined and
arpranpgements for cye and orthopaedic treatiaent were made,

_ Unfortunately, it was only possible to
maintain & 1inised schopol dental senviece in the area,

6.  LABCRATORY FAGILITIES,

During 1951, all bacteriological examinations

far the ares were undertakcen at the Publie Health Laboratory,

.F.n.CI_"'I

HopdiTT,
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o new houses were completed by the
Counecil during the year under review.

Iight houses for employeces of the
Forrestry Comnission are in an advanced state of construetion
at Cynonville and two houses Tor colliery officials are being
completed at Duf'fryn Rhondda by the National Coal Board,

. Work is proceedinz on the erection,
Tor the Council, of 86"Cornish#type houses at the Croeserw
site, Cymmer and on this site too, work is well advanced on the
roads and sewers for a further 100 Unity type houses.

These houses, together with the 287
dwellings completed by your Authority sincc the war, will
represent a major contribution to the housing needs of the ares,

The extent of the present demand for
housing accomacdation is shown by the following table which has
been compiled by the Treasurer's Department:-

Number of applicantsc who are

novw living in apartaents. - 304
Number of applicants who are

householdcrs. - 238
umber of applicants who are

already tenants of Council - 80
houses,

Nunber of applicants who are
not resident in the Glyncorrwg - 894
Urban District.

Total nunber of applicants. {21
The number of applicants from each ward,

of persons resident in the Glyncorrwz Urban District, is as
follows:—

Aberguwynfi Ward ~- £3h
Cymmer Ward - 310
Glyneorrmig Ward - 157

The general standard of repalr of
dwelling houses in the area continues to iaprove but progress is
st111 much hampered by the prevailing shortages of skilled labour
and material. This is particularly evident in Tthe Cymaer wards
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Many house owners make every effort

to maintain their property in good condition, In this
comection a word of comnendation is due to the National Coal

& Board for their work during the year, particularly for the
extensive reconditioning they have carricd out to the fifteen
houses in Western Terrace, Blaengwynfi.

Health departiient notices are, however,

stubbornly disregarded by a minerity of house owners and it was
found necessary in twenty .instances to take proceedings in
Magistrates' Courts to securec the necessary rcepairs.

intqu&ﬁfJ

e

24
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The fniluwing housing detalls are of

Humberlnf‘hbﬁ dwelling houses erected during the yecar:-

a

;'Tﬂtal (including numbers given separately under (b) ) 0
b) With State assistance under the Housing Actsi-
(i Built bE the Local Authority...-.-.--...-'.--.... 0

ST Bullt by pther bodles or DErSoDS.esssssesssvessss O

Inﬂpectiﬁn of .dwelling houses during the year,

1, (

g

(b)

am

a)

_Totel number of dwelling houscs inspected for

Houg ing defects (under Public Health or

I{Dusilg ﬁc"uﬂ.ﬂt-tlﬁﬁh‘.Il-lI.-..Ii'iIﬂ i'iI'I.IIﬂ'II"I13?
Number of inspections made for the PUPrDOS€ecesssessld72
Number of dwelling houses (included under

sub-hzad (1) above), which were inspected and

reccrded under the Housing Consolidation

Reguldtlnf‘lﬂ 1925-di-lls.i-}t-..ltltiir-..--t*li#i!l!i D
Nunber of inspections made for the purposScessssssss 0O
ber ¢f dwelling houses found to be in a state so

dangerous or injurious to health as to be unf'it for

1'111!':’1&1’1 lrlalji'tﬂti.c}ﬂ........-..-;4 8 2 8 8 8 8 88 & 8 FF 48 8 FEE RS FEEN 1
L. Wumbe? of -dwelling houses- (exclusive of those

referre] o0 under the preceding- sub-head) found not to

be

in'all respects reasonably fit for human habitation 118

Remedy of Detleets durinz the year without service of
Pormal Noticz.

Number of derective dwelling houses rendered it in
econseguenee of informal action by the Local Authority
DI' hi.’-hCiI" foiaer‘sjaqtnging.-.lnlvI-vn‘;-:tl-i-l‘lit-il"'.'- 53

Action under Statutory Powers during the year,
A, Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 & 16 of Housing
Act, 1936 - e
Number of dwelling houses in which notices were
served l?lifllliring I‘G'L')Eii]:‘s.,r....-;-;-la-.'n-li-ﬂtll"'"""" 0
Number of dwelling houses rcndered fit after service
of Formasl Notice: et

(1)

(2)

®

Er B:r Dﬁlncrsjutll.n.-'l‘l-;ij'ntiio-tiillliltllllliittil D

b Blr LGGEL]. ﬁl}tlf?ri‘ty‘t.qi.-aibfﬁnon.iruit!l#lﬂlilli' D
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B, Proceedings under Public Health Acts =
' (1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served reguiring defects to be ¥
PEME L Sl a s m et m e win s n i ww ki aace B AR N AT e T
"(2) Nunber of dwelling houses in which defects-
were remedied after service of Formsl Notice:
Ea B:rr OE'-JHEI.ELIIIO!‘!-ii'll'l'liiiiln'lil & ® o BB S EEFEFEEE LI-?
b) By Local Authority in default of OVNEerScesssssess

« Proceedings under Sections 11 & 13 Housing Act, 1936 =
‘(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
! :DE:'IID:‘Li-:iGn DI"’j.EI'S -.ﬂr‘i-:r' "'1"{[1(3,,..., FE R R R R R -J
(2) Nuaber of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance
Uf Deﬂmlition Dl"r:led-.lIl-‘-inl."-I'F'.I‘i."!‘l...."‘-ﬂ--‘ 'h}

D. Proceedings under Secetion 12 Housing Act, 1936 =
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were Made.sssssasens 0]
‘(Ej Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
~=o.-ssceoin pespect of which Closing Orders were deteramined,
the tenement or roowm having been rendered Cltecsceseass 0

B Housing Act, 1936 = Part iv. - Overcrowding:-—
(a) - (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end)Information
; e TRt thlﬂ-;}TK:LLH.;q.qnu-q;:.-aa&i-t-:ilt--titla- not
(1ii) Number of families dwelling thereins.....e) available.
(iii) Nuaber of persons dwelling thereilleescssss
(b) = INunber of new cases of overcrowding rceported
ﬂUI'iTL'fg the yi.-'_l r«ﬁ.-;aa.-.-.---naal-.i-i-aicca D
- (e) = (1) Nutber of cases of overcrowding relieved
GUIINE ThE Vealil. s os g msianne s e ssee st waae
(ii) ilumber of persons concerned in such cases..
(d) - Number of cases in which dwellings have again
----- ' : becoe overerowded after the Local Authority have
taken steps for the abatement of overcrowdinge.s 0

o C

6. Bed Bug Infestation: the sanitary i rqpﬁcuor'? services
are avallaole Tor all houscholders, Whenever there is
any suspicion, he inspecis the bedding and furhiture of
inconing tenants of council houses,

~_......™e disinfestation is by means of the
«+**irisecticide Inown as D.D.T. either in liquid or powder form.

Namber of couneil houses dis Lnlbctud..........-.-..-...
Numnber of cther hDuscﬁ ﬂinlﬂlﬂﬁtﬂﬁn---ui;r—wi----lr-i-i

LS TR

Te There are no coiraon 1DMLLﬂb houses, camp
st gN%eB or inhabited tents, vans gnd sheds in the area.

oA m o o W el o
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HATEZR B2 P L IES,

et An elementary need of a civilised
comnunity is an aaple and pure water supply. Mo effort should
be spared to ensure the purity of a publiec water supply.

' The main sources of water supply in the
area are as follows:=-

1. High Level Tank, Gl%gcorrwq. This water is taken from
the siream Nantyrallor which has its source and gathering
ground on the slopes of Mynydd Ynyscorrwg. This tank
supplies the village of Glyncorrwg.

2., Low Level Tank, Glyncorrwg. The gathering ground of the
stream Nantypgroes which supplies this tank is also on the
western slopes of lynydd Ynyscorrwi. Abercregan and the
north side of Cymmer are supplied from this source,

Se Gwynfi Reservoir, Blaengwynfi, Water from the Giymnrli
reservoir is Lupounded from the Gwynli brook, which has
1ts source and gathering ground on Mynydd Abergwynfi,
It supplies the south side of Cymmer, including the
Croeserw Housing Estate, and the willages of Duffryn
Rhondda and Cynonville.

4e Hast Level Watemvorks, Abergwynfi; This is an underground
spurce of supply taken from the stream which issues Trom
the mouth of the old and disused colliery working knovm
as East Level, The needs of the whole of Abergwynfi and
Blaengwynf'i are net from this source o supplye.

The' seven houses in I'forchlas, JAbercregan,
are supplied from a spring about 70 yards to the north west on
rising ground. A small concrete tank is installed and the water
conveyed to a stand pipe in the wmiddle of the terrace,

Cwriecas houses, fourteen in number, have a
private piped supply to each housc from a concrete tank on rising
ground at the rear. This tank is also suppliecd from an adjacent
spring.

About half the farms in the area take their

supplies from nearby springs. The remainder are commected to the
Council's mains.

A chlorinating plant has been installed
for each of the four main sources of supply.
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The rainfall during the summer of 1951
was Talrly high, averaging 5.61 inches during the months April
to September, consequently a plentiful supply of water was
maintained tn all parts of the area,

The dewvelopment of a small neighbourhood
unit, to house eventually a population of approximately 2,500 is
proceeding at the Croeserw Site, Cyumer.

To date 242 houses have been ercected and
occupied whilst 86 are under consatruection, A contract has aleo
been let for the erection of a further 100 houses,

Due to the altitude of the site whiech et
its highest point is 980 feet A4.0.D. special measures have to be
taken to ensure that an adequate s2upply of water will be awvallable
at all levels,

A small re-inforced concrete service
reservolir is being constructed at a position above the highest
point to be supplied., Dupliieate punping plants are being installed
at a lower level and are being connected to the existing water
main, A separaie colunn of pipes from the punps to the reservolr
will also be laid.

™renty-four sauples wers taken during the
vear Tor bacteriological exanination; twenty werc satislactory,
one was just outside the limit for a satisfactory result and three
were unsatisfactory.

Owing to the plumbo-sclvent character of
the water supplies in.the area, all service pipes conveying wqtur
for domestic consumption are of galvanised wrought iron. :

Seven dwelling houses with a total
poaulatlon of 33 were suppliecd from public water malns by means
of standpipes. 232l dwelling houses with an estimated populatipn
of 9227 were supplied from public water mains dircet to the ‘houses,
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HYGIENE OF PFACTORIES.

The supervision of factories is ecarried
out partly by Government Home Office Factory Inspectors and
partly bJ officers of the Local Authority.

Locﬁl Jguthorities are responsible for
-adminlster1ng the provisions of the Factories Aet, 1937, relating
to sanitary conveniences in all factories, and the provisions
_relating to cleanliness, overcrowding, telpcrature, ventilation
and drainage of floors in all factmrl where mechanical power
is not used,

District Councils are also responsible
for securing adequate means of escape in case of fire in all
Tactories,

Fachorles Acvy 19357,
Prescribed particulars on the 1dJ1ngﬂ§§gtl¢n
of the Factories .ict, 193
Part 1 of the Act.

1e IHBPEGTIUHB for purposes of provisions as to health - 1951
{including 1nqpechionﬂ made by Sanitary Inuauctar)

Nuaber of

Premises. o, on Written Occupliers

Reglster. Inspecliions Notices Proseccuted

(1) Pactories in which Sections
1.2, 5, b and 6 are to be
enforeced by Local Ly 17 1 -~
Juthorities, '

f1ii) Faectories not included in
(i) in which Seection 7 is
enforced by the Local 35 51
authority.

A
|

(iii) Other premises in which:
Seetion 7 is enforced by
the Local .dAuthcarity L 7 - i
(excluding out-workers'
premises%.

Total 2_ 75 L Iy -
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HYGIENE OF FOOD.

It can be claimed that, during the year,
an improvement has taken place in the area in the observance of
hygienic practices in the preparation, handling and storage of
food for sale,

The distribution last year to food
manufacturers, shopkeepers ctec,, of copies of the Council's new
Byelaws and the opportunity then taken by the Sanitary Inspector
to explain their provisions, has no doubt largely contributed to
this desirable result,

The econtinued interest shown by the
national press in matters appertaining to the hygienie handling
of food is also most encouraging. It makes the general public
aware of some of the consequences of unhygienic methods and
stimulates them to demand greater care from their suppliers.

It has been found that food traders in
the area are generally most willing to co=-operate and in only one
instance, after scveral warnings, has it been found necessary to
serve a written notice pointing out a breach of the Byelaws and
the nossibility of further action in the event o non—-compliance,

There were no cases of food poisoning
notified during the year.

1. MBEAT AND OTHER FOODS INSPECTION.

During the year 252 visits of inspeection
were paid to prenises where food was prepared, stored and sold.
Five notices were served under Section 13 of the Food and Drugs
Azt, 1938.

Defective W.C.'s were the subject of
two notices and the removal of an accunulation of refuse and the
provision of a covered refuse bin was called for in another
novice. Two notices required the limewashing of walls and
ceilings of warchouse roous,

All the notices were aatisf&ctcrily
complied with.
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. The following articles of food, which [
were found to be diseased, unwholesome or unsound, were
surrendered and destroyed, or otherwise disposed of:-—

Beef - 10, 1bs.
Poultry - ] - L
Tinned meat - fig2:
Kippers - St
Fish frying oil - 9 galls,
Tomatoes - 76 tins
Fruit u 57 S
Peas — 11 i
Beans - 16" M
Evaporated milk - 17 u
Condensed millk - 5 e
Pish - F Aal
Meat paste - 2 .
Soups - 3 mald
Spaghetti - 2 ’
Infants foods - RS
Cheese - Iy cartons
Jam - 3 jars
Honey - 1l jar
Swectened Sponge flour - 16 packets
Margzarine - 26 1bs,

The number and classification of premises
in the urban area used for the preparation of food for sale are
given below:-

Fried Fish and Chip Shops

Butchers making Sausages, Faggols eto.
Ice--cream makers

Colliery and Factory Cantecens

ochool Canteens

Cafes

| (O I A el A |

=] h\n pa\n oo

Therc arc no licensed slaughterhouses
in the area,

There are five butchers' shops. - These
shops are well lighted and ventilated and good standards of
cleanliness are maintained, All have refrigerators. Adegquate
hand washing facilities are provided in each of the premises,

Mueh of the meat consuned in the area
& sold from motor vans, and the regulations in respect to these
are strictly enforced.
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There are four bakehouses in use in
the area situated as follows:= Pt it

ks -_7: ‘-.Abergwynfi - 2 Cymner = 2

The total number of persons employed
in these bakehouses does not excced twenty. Regular deliveries
of bread are also made in the area by large outside firms, It
was Tound necessary in three instances to sc¢rve notiees requiring
bakehouses to be limewashed. A defective drain from a bakehouse
was also-the subject of a noticec,.

" 2. ICE~OREAM.

There are two premises registered in the
area for the manufacturc ol ice-crecanm, Both of these premises
are situated in the Glyncorrwg ward. The manufacturing capacity
of these plants is small and the ice=-crean is sold within the

: Arcoe

g By far the greater quantity of ice=crean
.gonsuned in the district is produced outside the urban area and
therc are twenty-five premises registered for the sale and
storage of ice-crean.

Twenty samples of ice-~crean were taken
during the year and werc subjected to the methylene=blue reduction
test for baeterial growth at the Publie Health Laboratory,
Cardiff,

No result was obtained in regard to six
of’ the samples owing to ungﬂthfuutorj pre-lncugatinn temperaturas
at the laboratory.

Results of the remainder were as followe :=

lMethylene Blue Reduction Test.

Humber of Saﬂples ﬂttaining Prov1~10n11 GraLL 1 1

2
" " i 1 " " 3
n it it 1 1 i

inuwn

e
0
2
0

1L

Grade 1 1s provisionally intcrpreted as "Satisfactory"

i 2 it 1t i N Mpaip it
He At I i " " Wynsatisfactory"
| j-l- 1 I s 1 " "Very uns atisfactery"

Following the receipt of the fair and
uns atisfactory samples, an effort was made to trace the method
of contamination.
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s The Food and Drugs (Milk and Dairies)
Act, 194k, the Milk (Special Designation) Aet, 1949, and the
Regulations made thereunder came into operatinn on ‘the 1s8t,
October, 1949,

These enactments implement the poliey
Gufined by the Government in July, 1943, in the White Paper
iileesures - to Improve the Qu ity of the Nations Milk Supply",

araadLy speaking the supervision of milk
production on the farm becomeg the responsibility of the Ministry
of Apricultvre, and local authoritice retaln the duty of
controlling the distribution and sale of milk,

although local quﬁhwrltlcb ccase to be
Pﬂﬁpﬂnﬁi“lﬂ for tnc supervision of milk precduction on daliry Taprms,
it is declrable that close co=operation should be mainvained
between the MlnLquJ or nqucultu“L Cfficers and Sanitary Officers
ol the Local authoritics as the loecal authority still refain
dutizs at farms in connection with building construction, water
Supply, fewerage and sewage disposal,

Part V11. of the new Milk and Dairies
Rogulations, containing provisions with regard to the infection
or milk is also administered by local quthorltlcu, whether at
dairy farms or 9ther dalry premiscs,

The following table givee the number and
cﬁqf sification of registered persons engaged and registered

rrenises used in the production, sale and storage of mlilicie

Cowlteepers - 6
Rctail purveyors of milk - 12
Milk shops whepec millke sold °

in realed bottles - 6

2re=ises used as dalries - 12

Four retailers were licensed to sell
815! Jhurlu, d milk and onc to sell: tuberculin tcﬂtgd milk, during
tne Fear,

Fourteen samples of milk produced by
rcgintered cowkecepers within the Glyncorrwg Urban Distriet were
exaiined during the year- for the presence of tubﬂrcle bacilli.
4l l,aht.haﬂulef proved to be negative.,

Durlﬂg 1951,.twcntyuﬁix samples of
wigraded miik and nine samples of pastcurised milk were taken by
the Haniﬁary Inepector froa retailers of milk in the area, and
taken to the Cardirff and County Public Health Laboratory for
haeteriological examination. : )
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The ungraded mllk is subjected to the
methylene~blue test, This test is a simple and practical
method of Tinding the degree of bacterial cleanliness of a
sample of milk.,

The basis of the test is that the dye
in methylene-blue is decolourised by bacterial growth,

The sample is regarded as satisfactory,
if, in sunmer the dye is not decolourised in L hours and in

winter in 5% hours. :

It is stressed, however, that the
bacterial quality of the milk should not bec assessed on the basis
of a single sauple.

_ The pasteurised milk has to satisfy a
methylene~blue test and a phosphatase test.

The phosphatase test is based on the faet

-~ 4hat the enzyme phosphatase is destroyed by efficient legal

pasteurisation. The test is deemed to be satisfied by
pasteurised milk which gives a veading of 2.3 Lovibond blue units
or less,

Sixteen of the ungraded milk samples were
of milk produced on farms within the Glyncorrwg Urban District
and ten were of ungraded millk produced outside the area.

Two of the samples of ungraded milk were
unsatisfactory.,

There were nine samples talken during the
year of pasteurised millk. All attained the required standard.

L. RODENT CONTROL,

The officer appointed to supervise the
execution and enforcement of this work in the Glyncorrwg Urban
District is the Sanitary Inspector = lMr., John Tate.

The sewerman acts as a part=time rodent
operative.

Poisoning was the form of rodent control
used by the operative during the year, and the method of
application was as recommended by the Infestation Division,
Ministry of Agriculture,

Infested premises are pre=baited with
biscuit meal or stale bread crumbs for two or three daysS. On
the third or fourth day when the rats are readily consuming the
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i

rre-bait, a poison is mixed with the balt. Poisons used are
zinc phosphide, arséniec and barium carbonate, ¢

The Council's sewer manholes are poison
baited twice a vear.

From the amount of poison bait taken it
is possible to make an estimate of the number of rats and mice
dastroyed.

The following table gives a summary of
the resulis achieved,

Ciassification Nunber of Tamber of  HEstimated

Ward. of premises etc, premises and Baiting nuaber of
treated. manholes Points,. Rodents
- . treateds destroyed.
Abergwynfi, Business Preémises 8 ke < : 19
o Dwelling Houses 5 12 11
4 Council Premises 2 6 5
i - 8ewer Manholes 146 146 119
i Rertuse tips L 29 L
b River bhauks = 25 37
i Schools 1 G 1;
Cymmer.,- Business Premises 5 1L L
s Dwelling Houses 10 2% 21
i Counecil Premises 2 5 8
s Sewer lianholes 212 242 163
i Refuse Tips 2 1 11
. River Banks - L 31
i Schoolc : 2 11 1
GlyncourIVEs Rusiness Premises 8 20 2L
g Cwelling Houses Iy 9 7
i Couneil Premises 1 L 6
fl Sewer Manholes 152 g 107
L River 3anks - 1 129
i Refuse Tips 2 25 )

i e . S R

Total 576 x 3948 783
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

In accordance with the Sanitary Officers?
Order, HMr, John Tate, the Sanitary Inspector, has, by inspection
of the ares, to keep himself informed of the sanitary circumstances
of the distriet and in respect of nuisances that require abatement,
gn%?r other Acts, REgUlﬁtiDnu and Orders, he has a variety of other
uties,

A sumaary of his inspections and visits
during 1951 is as follows:~

GENERAL DISTRICT INSPECTIONS:- Number,
liberﬂ'l?:in)fi and Blﬂ.engill-":,ﬂlfit.--sac-c--+-t-i|i---c§-||fr- 16
Gmmerllriilﬁ!'I'lll'bﬂﬂﬂﬂi&-liliilililFit'!llllililiili 9
D‘lfﬁ.:jrn Rhﬂnﬂdﬂ E'I.'ﬂl'l Dynﬂn‘;ille.-l-ilitilnl.l-rll-lll"l.-ll 5
Glarncormvgaﬂu.t'lllI-ll-lflBI!II'-'I-II-Illlill'l'lillll#.."‘.‘ 9

HOUSING AND BUILDING INSPLCTIONS:-

Dwelling Houses in respect of defects and

nuisances due to dis“lﬁﬁljﬂirtiii-lrio--liiiltnirrlll-ii 15?
Re=yisits to dwelling houses = 83 8DOVEsesssssssovssss 3D
Defeotive and new drailS.secssesessevssscasessssassasans L2
Ginﬁmﬂﬂ mld }'[:illsl-:b---op:-taiaa--wli-mlnnrinvrl-lliii 2?
Dangerous and dilapidated buildings and structurcSesse 23
B‘tablesﬁliiiﬂﬁil.ﬂﬂ-‘ﬁi-ﬁli"I'Ii-l-l'-ll-"I-F--'ll.'..."-‘" .-::I

Pigg&rieslllﬁl-|!¢.|&.tI-il-'l-llllﬂl.'l'll!.‘ll"'.-'.." 15

HYGIENE OF FOOD INSPECTIONS:-—

DBiI‘iGE? E.I'lﬂ. '."Jli_lk Shnps...n..‘....pq.p-qtlld-rlill'illl'."I 52
Butehers'! shops, fish shops, grocery stores
&nﬂ foﬂd prﬂli}l-':‘ﬂtioll plilc-e-s....-.qil|.¢-lli¢lli¢lilll".' 252

FJ‘GTORY INSPEGTIDIE-..I!l:.'lll-t'l"'Ill"‘u..l"l'.'."" ?5

_I'_NSPEGTIOI‘]S U:NI:'ER SIIDPB__ J'Ii.GT 19324 R A N N RN 3?

PEST CONTROL INSPECTIOIS
R'Dd,en't '::Dntrﬂlp----‘-iiitiliillllii 29
Bed Bug infeatatioNeavsessssssssses's 16

MISCELLANEQUS INSPECTIONS.

Miscellaneous NULSANCESeeccssavsssssssscsssss
mfhulil‘fﬂ SEW eI S s s sstsasssssnapanssassnassnnd
Water works and water SUpPDlyeeseasnessessecsscesn
Infectious disease and disinfectionS.ieceeaevee

Ediod

Total nunber of inspectionNS.sessessssse 1206
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Action taken in cases of breaches of
ﬁ*th, Dr”crs anc. “E”ulatiuns discovered during inspections is

2 i - T Number of Notice
Bubject of ., .Netbure of breaches INo. of llo. of complied with.‘:__
inspections. of 1rta, Crders Intformal Statutory _ 7

und .z7ulations. Notices. Notices, Informal Statutory

7|

Dwelling Housen
under dousing

Consolldated Damprcis, Disrepalr,

Regulations, Defecuive paved

I ehg areas, W.C's 8
Dweiling rainage, etce 118 55 53 L9

Houzes on

complaint of

B VLR e 5 i R B pd Mo rd

Misceliancous . Dead Glieep, Deposits

nuiscnces, . of Manure, Deposits Sl 0 7 0
of house refuse,etc,

3 not clesnsed

HMillkshepe, vefors returning to

 Yholcgale producer.,

Jiame and address of. 9 . 0 G 0
disty loutor not on 2

L e e D 8 I S S S

 premises requiring
 repaira

Dairied and Uhurr

® o - S T S R

Dengerous or  Buili iligs op

dilapiroted Atructures dilapid- . 5 2 3 1
buildings and ated « dangercus,

Struacituares,

POR TR T TR T W TR TR S TN R CURN T T G RO T R U S I

Jutcher =hops, lemoval of rrfusu

Slsll 8hopa e O sansang and: - GG
Grocery aud Limev shing ‘1eq11,1.r'ed b 2 2 2
Pravision 3tores: ]?‘r"cﬂ izdon of : see o -
and plaocea whore adeguate washing
fool is prepaved.facilities etc. u itk
Factorics, Work- Olesniing and Lime= ] PR
shope &a2d Werk— washi g required.. L 0 I 0
nlaoces & *clud—- Defcetlve drainage.
ing Bakehouses ) ‘
Pigslycs, Qlecncing and Lime- 5

. weshing required, 0 - B
Drains, Defective & Choked, 1L 5 9 5]
Domestic Wahter  Insiiiicient. L 1 0 L

Supnlies. ; ;
L " Housces without
vaber supply. - ; = -
B o B "Wast aze, iy 0 3 (0]
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INFECTIOUS DISELSES OR FIVERS.

L] | To preface this section, I feel that
it is best to repeat three paragraphs which were contained in
the previous year's report,

One of the featurcs of the last hundred
years in this country has been the remarkable decline and in
some Instances the virtual disappearance of certain of the more
severe infeectious diseases, Jd century ago our towns and
countryside were not infrequently ravaged by epidemies of cholera,
smallpox, typhold fever and.even that dread louse borne discase
known as typhus fever.

It was these pestilences which stimulated
the government of the day to pass laws enforeing certain standards
of sanitation and requiring local authorities to employ medical
officers of health,

We camnot at present be conplacent and
regard our community as free from the danger of such fevers, Any
lapse of preventive measures or some accident of circumstance can
lead to an outbreak, The oubtbreak of smallpox at Brighton 13
an exanple,

In the -urban area, there were no serious
outbreaks of fevers during the year, lleasles was prevalent,
Most cases were, however, mild and it caused no deaths, The
area was fortunately free Ifrom cases of infantile paralysis. Two
cases of dysentery were notified. They were diagnosed clinically
but the infecting organism was not found. The source of infection
could not be discovered.

The following table shows the distribution
of notified infectious diseases and tuberculosis in the different
wards of the arecai=

: T : Total Total
Disease, Glyncorrwg. Cymmer, Abergwynfi, for for
1950, 1951,

lleningocoeccal Infection. - 1 - - 1
Scarlet Fever, 1 | - 20 2
Diphtheria. - 1 - 1 1
lleasles., n 79 - L6 143
Whooping Cough. - 18 - :) 18
Pneunonia, - 10 - 15 10
Erysipelas, - 1 - 1 1
Dysentery. 2 - - - .
Tuberculos is, Pulmonary. 5 7 g 13 19
Tuberculosis, Non-Pulmonary, - 2 - L 2
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TUBERCULOSIS, : :

At the end of 1951, there were 79 patients
on the tuberculosis register for the area:=-

Pulmonary, Non=Pulmonary.
Males 29 i
Females < 10

During the year 21 notifications of all
Torms of tuberculesis were received:=

Pulmonary. Non=Puliionary.
Maleac. 1 O 1
Pemales, 8 1

There were 2 dethS due to tuberculosis
as compared with 5§ in 1950.

The ages of the new cases during 1951 are
contained in Table 4 at the end of the report,

_ The following measures were taken in an
effort to contrpl the spread of tuberculosis:-

Ty Regular visilis were made by the health visitors to the homes
of all tuberculosis patvients and careful attention given to the
prevent ion of the spread of the disease = both in and outside the
house.,

2 A sericus efrort was made to ensure that contacts of the
disease attended Tor cxamination at the ehest eliniec.

Je Parents were advised strongly by the health visitors and
nedieal officer to give pasteurised or tuberculin tested milk

to their children, ! :

L, Child contacts in certain tuberculosis cases were referred
to the Chest Physiclian for. consideration of B,0.G, immunisation
against the disease. The latter procedure is still in the
cxperimental stage in this country though very good results are
¢laimed on the Continent of Europc. 3

De The Hospital Management Comaittee provided extra
accomuodation for tuberculous patients at Cefn Hirgoed chpital.
This action reduccd the local waiting list for hospitql and
sanateriun treatment, , :
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TABLE 1.,

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT FOR 1951,

. These statistics have been confirmed
by the Registrar General.

- Live Births:= . gl {51 1 i Malcs, Females,
Legitimate 213 117 96
Illegitimate T 3 L
| Birth-rate per 1,000 population = 23455
Still-Births - Total, lales, Females,
Legitimate = U L 0
Illegitimate - : 1 - 1

Still=birth rate per 1,000 total births = 22,73
Deaths 1= . ‘Total. Males. Females,
s g 82 Lo

Death=rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident
population == 13,06

Deaths from Puerperal Causes:-

-

There were no deaths from puerperal

- causes, :
* Death-rate of infants under 1 year of age:-

ﬁll infants PEP l’DDO li?ﬂ births--a;-liiivliilbiil!ll-if uﬂ'91
Legitimate infants per 1,000 live legitimate birthS.eess. U225

DEEthS fPDm Cancer (ﬂll aﬁeﬂ}till!!-lll'-.'l'.'-.""..-. 1u
Deaths from lMeasles (Ull ﬁgﬂs)eiiill FBs s seRs A RBRBR R EDARDN C

* Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ngesj

* Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of AfC)essseseressse

EEENERE RN EE N N E NN
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TABLE 2,

Blrth-rates, Death-rates, Analysis of liortality, llaternal Mortality

and Case=rates for Certain Infectious Diseases in the Year 1951,

Provisional figures based on Quarterly Returns,

126 0IB8's 140 Smaller

England and Great Towns (Res- London Glyncorrwg

and  Towns ident Pop.
Wales, (ineluding 25,000 -

Admin,

County Distriect

Urban

London) 50,000 at Council,
1931 Census)
Rates per 1,000 !ome Population:-
Births e
Live Births - 15,5 wibiigo o 17.8 23,54
S8till Births 84 et 6 1 Oe 38 0437 0,53
Deaths .
A1T1 Causes T8s5 1Sl 1245 13,1 13,06
Typhoid and paratyphoid 0.00 0,00 0.00 - - 0.00
Whooping cough 0. 01 0401 Ouvi 0.01 0,00
Diphtheria 0,00 L. 0,00 0,00 0.00 0.00
Tuberculosis : 0.3 0«37 e, 0.38 0. 20
nfluenza p O. _58 0. 56 O, _33- . Oe23 1 -29
Smallpox : 0.00 0.00 0,00 - 0.00
Acute poliomyelitis (in-
cluding poliocencephalitis) 0.00 0,01 0.01 0.00 0.00
Pneumnonia 0. 67 M0 65 0.63 0.61 0.32
Notifications (Corrected)
Typhoid fever 0.00 0,00 0.00 0. 01 0,00
Paratyphoid fever 0.02 0.03 0.02 0,01 0.00
lleningococeal infection D05 B0l 0.03 0«03 0,11
Searlet fever 1«11 1% 20 1.20 1.10 0.21
".'.'1100]_]1.'.".;_'( Gﬂugh 3¢ 8? _-j‘l 62 LI-. 00 3-1 1 1 -92
Diphtheria 0.02 0. 02 0.03 0.01 0.11
Brysipelas D14 “"0x15 .12 015 0,11
amallpox 000 0,00 0,00 - 0,00
leasles 14,07 13.93 14, 82 1L.6L 15.31
Pncunonia D99 =4l 0.96 0.72 1« OF
Acute poliomyelitis (in-
cluding vpolioencephalitis)
Paralytic Q3 05 + v0503 0.03 0,02 0,00
lon=-paralytic 0,02 0402 0.03 e 02 0.00
Food poisoning A1 32035 0.08 . 0.23 0,00
Deaths ....Rates per 1,000 Live Births:-
A1l causes under 1 year )
of age., . ««" 29.6(&) 5359 ??16 26.'“‘ LI'OI 91
Enteritis and diarrhoea ,.....-
mder 2.years'of’&age | ....--lelt: 1406 150 07 9.0

Ebiifiéabionﬂ'fcorfééﬁed}

Puerperal fever and pyrexia 10,66 13.77 8,008

14490

‘"Rates per 1,000 Total (Live and S%ill) Births

|
1
l
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- TABLE 2 (continucd)

laternal Mortality in ENGLAND and WALES,

|
1
I
H
i
1

Intermecdiate List -lo. Number ;Rates per 1,000 ; Rates per
" and cause | of Deaths, Total iLive and ' million women
' 1 i gt111) Births ~ | aged 15-l44
A115 Bepsis of pregnancy, g :
childbirth and the ; 70 ' 0.10 E
: puerperiun : - -
' Abortion with toxaemia 3 ' 0.00 : 0
. 4116 (Other toxaemias of i ;
| pregnancy and. the b T f 0.24
: puerpcriun , : !
! A17 Haemorrhage of pregnancy : i e
VS and childbirth 91 | Os13 o]
- 4118 Abortion without mention, ;
i : of sepsis or toxacmia ! BT ; 0,05 L
' 4119  dbortion with sepsis - 66 0.09 T
i 4120 Other complications of
: pregnancy, childbirth . 125 0.1

and the puerperiun

(a) Per 1,000 related live births,

- —— e -

ANALYSIS OF TIE CAUSES OF IMFAITS' DEATHS DURING 1951

NEONATAL DEATHS : 7 : NEONATAL DEATH RATE : 31.52 per thousand
live births,

1st. 24 hours of One day = one

1ile, month.
Bremnaturltyessssanssssssssvassoen - 5
Haemorrhagic diseasc of new born... - 1
Broncho=pneusonia - 1

DIEATHS DURING ONE MONTH TO ONE YEAR OF AGE : 2

E'ﬂ'beritiﬁ...........'..........--.«--a--a---.------- 2
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TABLE 5. .

CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF DEATH DURING 1951

(aa recorded by Registrar Gﬁnerqu

}'.1-!11'35 ¢FE mEtlEE .
S Tubercnloais, RespiratorVecssssonssssansssntassnnnas 1
2sa Tuberculosis, Non=Respiratoryevessssscsssscasssanns
31 EFPhili‘biG DiEE-'.IEe.........“...-.-................
1{'1 Diphtheriﬂntqu-iodr---4-------p..---.--q.-.--.....-..
5' anuping Gough'l"Il-‘."lililtiliﬁlibl'l.l'llitllrll.i
6- Hﬂningt}ﬂﬂﬂl Infectiomlllii'*ﬁi;i.i.iillitl'li b apa
?! Jdeute P'Dliom;ﬁ'rclitiai;«litllrrlli;l-illh;-;l-lii-iilltt
8- ll'-'leﬂslesintyuo-:q---i--l.h-.-n---p---p--.--.iula"---'
895 0Oiher Infective and parasitic discasCS,.ecsvsssssas
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