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Gloucestershire Education Committee,

SHIRE !-[_-u.j.,
GLOUCRSTER,
Oth Aprif, 1928,
To the Chaivmen and Members
af the Fducation Commillee.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

The accompanying report contains a very condensed summary of the
work of the School Medieal Inspectors, Dentists and Nurses in the Elementary
Schools (mostly in connection with the nineteenth round), and in the Secon-
dary Schools (during the seventh round), and of the treatment given under
the scheme to school children during 1927, The records are mainly of a
routine character, but attention may be drawn particularly to the steady
development in the advantage taken of the treatment arrangements,

A brief note comparing recent findings with those in the early days of
medical inspection is ineluded and, so far as it goes, it shows improvement
in the condition of the later generation of children. The scope of the treat-
ment provided under the scheme is enlarging gradually : in particular, the
supervision of children with orthopaedic defects is more thorough and many
more have been brought under treatment. Further, arrangements have
been made for the special examination of children with signs of heart disease
in conjunction with the Bristol University Cardiac IResearch Institute.

The Committee are fortunate in having retained the services of the
same doctors and Health Superintendents for several vears : that the work
proceeds so smoothly is evidence of the manner in which it is done by them
and by the District Nurses throughout the County.

IYor the cordial assistanee of all engaged in the work, T am grateful.

I have the honour to remain,
Your obedient servant,
J. MIDDLETON MARTIN.
School Medical Officer,






Tuwentieth nnual Report

OF THE

SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER.

Staff.

Medical. —The Education Committee have been fortunate
in retaining the same Medical Staff for seven years, namely :(—

< P Blaks inte - :
Dre. T. F. H. Blak: appointed 1 Sept., 1908 ]F Whols Time,

.+ Sarah Wilson ... i 14 Oct., 1916
» H. . W. Adams = 7 Feb., 1921 Also M.O.H.
.» R. Green % I Sept., 1912 - for their respective
T. Rhind 5 1 Feb., 1913 | Districts.
Dental—
Mr. B. I'. Wren 3 1 May, 1919 Whols Time
. B . Wakley ... = 5 May, 1019 =

Nursing.—The nursing work in the schools is supervised by
the eight County Health Superintendents, among whom there
has been no change since September, 1925. Their names are :

Miss A, Boyd ... appointed 5 Aoz, 1916,
S ) S i | Bept., 1925
.. M, H. Griffiths ol 1 March, 1815,
Mrs. F. E. Lyne ... " 16 March, 1921,
Migs JJ. [. MelLanchlan b 30 July, 1917
.+ E. Mason o 9 Jume, 19106,
e IR Pading i 1 March, 1919,

M. 8. Payne ... e 17 Nov., 1923,

The greater part of the actual work is undertaken by the District
Nurses in the County. In 1916 the number of Associations
co-operating with the County Council in its public health work
was 75, but this number had increased by the end of 1927 to
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121, covering 299 of the 353 civil parishes. The volume of their
work is indicated by the following statement :—
No. of Visits:  Children  No. of  Visits lo

District to examined for examina- Defective
Nurses. Sehools. pediculosis.  lions. Children.
18921 109 2,007 41,947 53,213 3,324
2 113 2,312 43,540 53,177 4,371
3 117 2,168 47,276 54,737 4,501
4 122 2367 49,822 58,065 4,237
b 129 1,879 54,650 63,062 4,738
¥ 131 1,799 57,530 _ 064,015 5,07
7 127 1.6735 55,452 61,756 0.272

What cannot be indicated in any such statistical statement is
the personal interest taken by the Nurses in the children : this
varies considerably in different parts of the County, but it is a
valuable feature of the County arrangements, for of all visitors
to homes no person is more acceptable than the District Nurse.

A further advantage is that the District Nurse is also the
Infant Visitor, who has had the child under observation before
admission to school, and who has often attended at its birth.
While there are argnments which may be advanced in favour of
more highly trained special School Nurses, who from their special
training may be able to give more skilled advice, the value of the
advice is the product of its guality and the reception : the con-
clusion reached by a special committee in the United States is
that this product is greater in the case of the District Nurse than
of the whole time visitor.

School Hygiene.

The Medical Inspectors noted in their routine reports
improvements which they found in 7 schools during their round,
and drew attention to matters at 7 other schools whereby con-
ditions might be made more satisfactory. In one instance,
alterations which had been proposed were then heing carried out.

Medical Inspeetion.

A. General Arrangements.—The same procedure has been
followed throughout and the arrangements worked as smoothly
as usual. The schedule of visits is arranged with the Head
Teachers, who make the necessary preparations, and District
Nurses attend at about two-thirds of the schools, with the doctors
at the times of their routine visits : in other schools, assistance
is willingly given by the teachers.

B. Places of Inspeciion.—In 411 of the 425 departments
the ingpections were made in rooms at the respective schools : in
9 cases the teachers' room was used. 2 the Chapel vestry, 1 mission



room, | managers’ room and 1 school house. In 6 schools of
one room only a part was curtained off for the purpose.

. Appliances.—A measuring standard, with a moveable
head-piece, is fixed in each school. For weighing, a portable
steelyard in a compact case is taken to each school. These are
tested by the Inspector of Weights and Measures each summer,
and rarely there are more than minor matters requiring attention.
In 1927 3 were returned to the makers (Messrs. Avery & Co.)
for overhauling, as the Inspector reported that the knife edge
centres required attention.

D.  Numbers of Children.—The numbers of children in the
different groups during the nineteenth round of the schools are
set. out in the following statement :

No. of children on the registers of 425 departments e 39,991
Children examined-—
A. Code Groups.

Entrants 4,819
Intermediates 3,200
Leavers 3,085
— 12,103
B. Specials.
Re-examinations ... 0,745
fess examined as routine ... 547
5,198
New Specials {noty routine) ... 325
] e 0,023
Total children examined ... SRR Lt

In the following statement is set out the percentages of
children in average attendance examined in the three code groups
- yvear by vear topether with the birth-rate five vears previously :—

Birth Rele.  Percentage on average atlendoance,
Entrants,  frtermediafes. Lenvers.

191920 18.0:(1915) 15.2 12.4 14,2

; 1920-21 17.9 (1916) 12.1 11.3 6.7
- 1921-22 4.7 (1917) 9.9 1 0.2
Le 192223 15.2 (1918) 0.4 X5 10.3
; 1923-24 16.4 (1919 11.1 11.2 1), 4
1924-25 23.8 (19200 13.0 11.3 [} 1)

- 1925-26 19.9(1921) 14.6 0.1 11.7
& 1926-27 18.5(1922) 13.4 9.15 11.0

All children who have presented any defect are reviewed at
each visit to the school : the number of these remains at an
almost constant figure of about 8000 : that is about one-fifth
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of the children on the registers. Many of the conditions bringing
’rhem into this category may be slight, but the provision of a

" special ' card for any such child helps to ensure that no case
which would he the better for attention is overlooked.

Findings of Imspection.

The general results of the examination of 14,743 children
(12,103 routine and 2,640 specials) are set out in Table IT at the
end of this report, and in the statement below. These are sum-
maries of the findings of the same five examiners who have been
engaged in the work for seven vears, and the records year by
yvear are therefore comparable. There is evidence, however,
that the statistics for different areas are influenced by the personal
equation of the different examiners: this is brought out by an
analysis that has been made of the findings of the five Medieal
Inspectors in this County, and emphasises the importance of
weighing this factor carefully in comparisons of different areas
to determine local influences.

The grouping of the defects noted in the nineteenth round
of the schools is set out shortly in the following table :—

Entrants.  |Inilermediates, Leavers, Tolai.
No. examined ... ... 1,819 3200 | 3,945 12,103
No. 9% |No ' 9 No. 9 No. 9.8
Nose and throat ... .| 1,229 25.5 | 651 19.7 | 670 16.8 |2,550 21.04
Teeth {over 3 decayed) ...| 1,021 21.2 | 549 16.6- | 267 6.7 |1,837 15.2
Heart trouble ... ... 78 1.62| 97 2.04 | 212 5.31 | 387 3.28
Glandular enlargement ...[ 545 11.3 | 3056 9.3 | 186 4.67 | 1,036 B.58
Vision (6 ;’12 and worse)

R. eye 9 6.8 |145 4.5¢ 237 5.82| 301 508
External a;.?u 3 oo 117 2,43 (101 3.06 | 50 2.26 | 308 2 58
Defective Hearing (R.) ... 43 .80 | 44 1.33| 37 .03 | 124 1.08
War discharge ... ... 65 1.85| 46 1.30| 39 .98 | 150 1.2¢
Skin disease 52 1.08| 29 .88 | 25 63 | 106 .87
Deformities 67 1.39( 20 .88 | 31 18 | 127 1.08
Bronchial catarrh ... 71 1.47 21 .64 | 7 .18 9% .83
Bnends | G Ao s 15 - 3 | 38 .49 25 .08 a6 .46
O de s o 57  3:.18 | 6B . 508 | 196 4.92 | 321 2.66

Total ... .. .. 3369 69.72 [2,000 59.27 .79 | 7,492 58.65

Of the 12,103 children examined, 6,161, or 51 per cent.,
presented no defect calling for notice : the remaining 5,942 (49
per cent.) were reported to have 7,492 defects, 1.26 per child,
an average of 5 for every 4 children, the same as last year. In
general, the proportion of children affected in various ways varies
but little year by year, and even in a long series of results but
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slight changes are to be noted, except with respect to a few
conditions.

A comparison has been made of the results for two periods
of five years, 1912-16 and 1922-26, and it would appear that
the conclusions drawn by Sir George Newman, the Principal
Medical Officer of the Board of Education, hold good with respect
to this County. Thus, the proportion of children with no recog-
nisable defect is above instead of below half the number : more
children are reported to be above the normal generally and less
poorly nourished : fewer children have defective vision and
hearing ;: the proportion of dull and backward children is now
about one-half the former figure. There were several changes in
the examiners as between these two periods, and personal equation
is probably a factor to be considered, as above mentioned. It is,
however, satisfactory that, on the whole, the change is towards
improvement, though there may not be strong grounds for
claiming it to be the result of medical inspection. As regards
one condition--dental decay—a reduction amongst leavers by
about one-half may be attributed directly, at least in some
measure, to the work of the School Dentists.

With the object of ascertaining the treatment services
required, general surveys of 5,862 children attending schools in
selected wrban and rural neighbourhoods were made. As a
general result, the defects found were skin affections (1.4 per cent.)
defects of throat (1.35 per cent.), defective vision (.7 per cent.),
external eye (.7 per cent.), ear discharge (.4 per cent.), defective
hearing (.3 per cent.), debility (.3 per cent.), and other conditions
(.3 per cent.), a total of 55 children per 1,000.

Pediculosis,

In regard to a gross condition, pediculosis, there is evidence
of an even greater improvement : thus, from the School Nurses’
reports only 23 children were found in 1927 to be infected for
every 100 in 1905-10, and similar reports are made by the Medical
Inspectors. It is an interesting side-light on the extent to which
the effect is felt in the home that as great improvement is not
noticed among infants, the proportion infected being 33 compared
with 100 in 1908-10: comparing schools in rural and urban
districts, the immprovement is greater in the former (14) than in
the latter (26).

The labour involved is indicated by the following summary
statement of the work done since 1916, fuller details with respeet
to 1927 being given in Table B at the end of the report.
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No. of hildven,

Departmenls  Eroamina- No. No.  Perceatage.

visited, tions.  cramined. infected.  infected.
1916 ... a 201 39,582 26,175 4,267 16.3
1 (A3 e 249 31,197 22,102 3,445 15.5
L M ] 31,480 24,804 3,172 12.5
N w0 B8O 25,067 19,378 2,294 11.9
1) G w310 42,433 32,705 4,627 14.1
| s U ] 03,213 41,9475 5,832 13.9
2 ar LB 83,177 43,540 3,122 11.8
3 vl H 04,737 47,270 4,911 10.4
4 ... e pH 8,065 49,522 g, 108 10.3
5 cee BGY i, 062 54,650 3,310 9.7
B w092 4,015 97,530 4,816 B3
T L 672 1. 750 05,4562 3.542 6.9

In t]'w IH.hL resort, generally after at least three warnings,
the child is excluded and proceedings are taken against the parents
for the child’s compulsory absence from school. under the Bye-
Laws. A more satisfactory alternative course is offered under
Section 87 of the Education Act. 1921, under which it is an
offence to allow a child to become infected after = cleansing =~ at
an approved place. So far only one such * cleansing station ™
has been provided in this County, namely at Stroud : this has
been in operation since the end of 1924. In 1925 notices were
issued with respect to 41 children and 17 were actually treated
at the " cleansing station =" : in 1926 the numbers were 22, and
20 respectively, and in 1927 23 and 21. In no instance has
occasion arisen for proeceedings on account of re-infection, though
after long intervals the same children have been again under
notice.

Infectious Diseases.

From the returns made weekly by the Head Teachers. through
the Medical Officers of Health, the prevalence of infectious con-
ditions was less than in the previous two vears. This applies
particularly to measles, diphtheria. scarlet fever and whooping
cough : mumps was slightly more prevalent and chickenpox
almost as much as in 1926.

The numbers of children excluded on account of infectious
skin conditions were about the average, viz., 343 cases of impetigo,
222 of ringworm and 31 of scabies. The lists of affected children
are sent by Head Teachers each week to the Medical Officer of
Health for the District concerned, and are passed on by him to
the School Medical Officer. In this way the former is kept in-
formed of the occurrence of cases, enabling him to take appro-
priate action. On receipt of the lists. the School Medical Officer

.h.. Mﬁ- e e R el e
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sends the names of children with infectious skin econditions to
the District Nurses, so that they may ensure that they are brought
under effective treatment. Further control is maintained by
monthly reports by Head Teachers on each child absent from
school on account of infectious skin disease.

211 schools were closed during 1927 on account of infectious
diseases, 194 closures being due to the influenza epidemic in the
early months of the year. 169 certificates were issued in respect
of periods of low attendances due to epidemic illness.

Arrangements for following up Children with Defects.

The arrangements have been described in previous reports,
but it may be stated shortly that—

1. The School Medical Inspectors make out lists of children
after each visit to the school.

2. The lists are sent to the School Nurse, Children’s Care
Committee (where there is one) and to the Head Teachers.

3. Reports on the respective cases are received, generally
from the Nurses.

4. In areas, accessible to Out Stations, reports are made
monthly until each case has had appropriate treatment.

5. When difficulty is experienced in getting parents to
appreciate the importance of giving treatment to any
child and the efforts of local persons and of the School
Medical Officer have proved unsuccessful, the assistance
of the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children is invoked.

As a result of this combined effort, treatment is, in general,
given more promptly than in the early days of this work. There
. are, however, always some cases in which the last step is necessary,
and in many instances a visit from the local Inspector of the Society
promptly secures the action desired.

Treatment.

The facilities available for the treatment of defects include
genera! medical practitioners, hospitals and the arrangements under
the scheme for the extension of Medical Services, with the assistance
of the District Nurses. The arrangements under the scheme
were enlarged during 1927 by the opening of the Out Station at
the Lydney Hospital, where the work has developed very rapidly.
The places now available are :—

Gexerar Hoserrars ... Bath and Bristol (for approved eye, ear, nose and

throat cases only), Cheltenham, Gloucester and
Stroud.
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Spgorar HospiTaLs ... Cossham Hospital, Gloucester Children’s Hospital
and Stratford-on-Avon and Chepstow Hospitals
(for eye, throat and ear cases only).

OUT-BTATIONS—
Cottage Hospitals ... Almondsbury, Berkeley, Chipping Sodbury, Uiren-
cester, Fairford, Lydney. Moreton-in-Marsh,
Tewkesbury and Winchecombe (eye cases only).

Special Buildings ... Chipping Campden, Cinderford, Soundwell and
Thornbury,

The general progress of the work done under the scheme is
shown in the following condensed statement, which deals only
with school children : there is now a tendency for much greater
increase of work among infants under 5 years of age. the limits
with respect to school children in the areas at present covered
by out stations appearing to have been reached and the numbers
tending to remain stationary.

1921-22. 1922. 1923. 1924, 1924, 1926, 1927.

No. of Out-Stations o 5 = 8 [} 10 11

{(about 8 months)

Upenings of Out-Stations -

Routine e i 23h 407 407 420 4422 D33 a7l
Intermediate ... o B — —- 230 284 GO a1
Cases zeen ... R 042 1,566 1,954 2,132 3,161 3,394
Attendances = e RS L 4,239 5.326 5,443 10.768 s5.618

Average attendance at

Routine openings ... 3.3 a.6 10.6 9.9 9.6 13.8 9.0

Specialist cases :

Vision ... R | 480 692 617 T 974 1,048
Kar, nose and throat 48 210 374 T30 HE 1,095 1,260
Orthopaedic ... ... — i 25 48 . 66 170 140
Throat operations ... ol 159 312 386 a5 G611 717
Spectacles obtained ... 24 1G4 328 325 A61 S50 581

The Medical Services Committee have been encouraged by
the success of their arrangements, both as regards the progress
of work and the satisfactorv manner in which it has been done,
to decide to enlarge the scope gradually and to open one or two
new Out Stations each year until the whole of the County is
covered and the facilities for treatment are available in all parts.
The areas now under special consideration are the east central
and the part to the north of Bristol.

Orthopaedie Treatment.

Considerable progress has been made in bringing cases
under review by the Orthopaedic Surgeon and a good foundation
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has been laid for developing this work on sound lines. The
numbers of cases seen by him year by vear have been 40 in 1924,
140 in 1925, 310 in 1926 and 699 in 1927 : these include children
of all ages, and it is particularly satistactory that infants are

being referred in inereasingly large numbers :
cases seen during 1927,

thus out of the 310
176 were among children under 5 years

of age and 140 between 5 and 14 years.

The defects from which the 316 children were reported to be
suffering are summarised as follows :—

Paralytic—
Infantile paralysis 46
Spastic paralysis ... 11
Birth palsy o 7
Acute ;mlmmyehhs 4
Muscular paralysis 2
- T
Rickels ... : ; 12
Spine—Scoliosis and k_j,'[:lm-,n 15
Hip Joini—
Congenital dislocation ... 9
Perthe's disease ... 3
-— 12
Knees and Legs—
Bow legs ... 45
hnock knees 3
Knee joint 7
- FIT
Foel—
Flat foot ... ah
(*lub foot ... 30
Hammer toes 5
04
Hare Lip and ::'Fft pu-fuh* 15
Vartows ... 41
316

The arrangements are now on a more definite basis and,
shortly, are as follows : —

1.

Information as to cases is received from various sources
and, as to infants. in increasing numbers from Health
Visitors. The names are entered on a card index register
and this now containg entries of 5306 cases.

Cases are reviewed by the Orthopaedic Surgeon of the
Cheltenham CGeneral Hospital at the Hospital and at
seven Out Stations, and copies of his reports are sent
to the usual medical attendants and nurses concerned.

The cases are kept under supervision by the Surgeon
and whole-time Orthopaedic Nurse, the former visiting
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Out Stations quarterly and the latter weekly. The Nurse
also sees as many cases as possible in their homes.

Treatment is given in the Hospital and at the Out
Stations. All operative work is done in the former,
where the Committee have reserved six beds. Inter-
mediate treatment is given by the Orthopaedic Nurse
at the Out Stations and to a limited extent in the homes.
Efforts are made to interest District Nurses in this work,
and it is hoped that they will be able to give increasing
assistance in the supervision of remedial exercises, care
of appliances, ete.

Efforts are made to encourage children to lead as normal
a life, inciuding attendance at school, as possible : beyond
this it has been possible, so far, to do very little in the
way of providing occupation (hand work, ete.) for chil-
dren not able to attend school, but it is hoped in time
to discover some one person who will be willing to help
in this direction with respect to each child. Some
children would be suitable for a special school, and it
was desired that provision should be made for them in
the pavilion for surgical cases in the tuberculosis institu-
tion : this proved impracticable owing to the special
constitution of the Joint Committee for Tuberculosis.
The only existing school for physically defective children
in the County is that at St. Rose’s Convent, Stroud,
where very good work is done: so far no cases have
been sent by the Eduecation Committee. partly in view
of the cost.

The arrangements whereby patients are examined by the
Orthopaedic Surgeon and intermediate treatment is given by
the Orthopaedic Nurse at the Out Stations have proved very

useful.

The numbers of attendances in 1927 were :—

Out Station. For examination For treatment
by Surgeon. by Nurse.
Berkeley us i 74 217
Chipping Campden ... 6o 220
Cinderford o N 125 234
Cirencester s Sk 120 228
Lydney ... a9 75
Tewkesbury ... =t G2 322
Thornbury 32 A6
Totals 541 1,342

tven with these facilities there are many patients who cannot
attend even for the visits of the Surgeon : this diffieulty has been
overcome in a few parts by arrangements for transport which
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have been proved so successful that it is hoped the arrangement
may be enlarged. It is also proposed to open more Out Stations
gradually and preliminary negotiations in respect of two in
association with Cottage Hospitals are proceeding.

With a view to providing more regular and systematic inter-
mediate treatment the Medical Services {Jmnrmttw are proposing
to appoint a second Orthopaedic Nurse and with her assistance
it would be practicable not only to maintain more effective direct
supervision of cases but also to spend more time in showing the
District Nurses ways in which they can give assistance.

Dental Treatment.

This branch of work has proceeded as smoothly and as satis-
factorily as in previous years and probably there is none that meets
with greater appreciation from all concerned. In the tenth
round of the schools now specially under consideration the age
groups were extended from 6 to 10 years, to include the children
between 5 and 6 vears, thus bringing over half the children in
attendance under review by the dentists. This extension has
resulted in 5,000 additional childrén being examined and 2,000
heing treated by the dentists : the actual numbers examined were
18,343 and treated 8,712, including 964 ** casuals,” i.e. children
not actually coming within the age groups but needing attention
at the times of the dentists’ visits. The numbers also include
the extra children in 20 small schools where all the children in
attendance were examined. Fuller details will be found in
Tables C and IV at the end of the report.

Physical Training,

No special provision has been made for physical training
beyond the usual drill and exercises carried out under the super-
vision of the teachers.

The Secretary for KEducation reports that no Courses of
" Instruction in Physical Exercises = for teachers were conducted
in the County during 1927.

Provision of Meals.

The Secretary for Kducation reports that no formal arrange-
ments were made by the Local Education Authority for the
Provision of Meals in their area during the year 1927

Baths for Children.

In no instances as yet have baths been provided in connection
with any school in the County and—so far as iz known-—the
only place in the County where special provision has been made
for school children is Tewkesbury. There, two baths were pro-
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vided for soldiers during the war, and at the instance of Mrs.
Smith, one of the District Nurses, the Corporation agreed to open
them for school children in December 1921. For some months
she herself superintended the arrangements : encouraged by the
success of her enterprise, the Corporation employed a woman
for the purpose from the autumn of 1922, and towards the end
of the same vear added two more baths, making a total of four.
The following vear they were made available for women and girls
from 2 to 8 p.m. on Fridays at a charge of 3d., and later Thursday
and Saturday afternoons were allotted to men and boys. The
time for children is 10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. on Saturdays, with
no charge.

Both the nurses and the bath attendants report that the
opportunities ave greatly appreciated, and it is stated that it is
proposed to provide an additional two baths. The attendances
in 1927 averaged 19 per week.

Emphasis is laid on this subject as, simple though it appears,
it is a valuable influence in public heaith education. In some
ways baths established in this way have advantages over those
in cottages, as here the water is ready and the use of the bath
does not lock up a room in the house. Amnother reason is that,
in these Tewkesbury baths, is an example of the simple and cheap
manner in which they can be provided : the building is an old
malt house with a part of the first floor partitioned into cubicles
for bath-rooms and the boiler in the basement. The threepence
per bath paid by the adults goes a long way towards covering
all the working expenses, so that the Corporation are able, without
serious loss, to grant the use of the baths free to children.

Speeial Subjects.

Bronchial Catarrh.—In the report for 1925 (p. 20) was in-
cluded a note on the catarrhal condition of the lungs, which was
found so frequently, especially among infants. The proportion of
entrants affected has varied slightly from year to year, the average
during 18 vears being 11 per cent. : amongst children at the time
of leaving school it is one-third per cent. In both groups boys are
affected more than girls in the proportion of about 4 to 3, girls
recovering more rapidly than boys. In the note above mentioned
it was said that Dr. B. C. Clarke had observed that amongst
infants aged 3 to 6 weeks about one-half have respiratory catarrh,
and that he suggested that our figures are too low in that probably
the objective signs are not always present. His conclusion was
that the bronchitis of middle and later life is but a relapse to
this condition.

The personal factor of the examiner comes into this matter
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as with respect to other conditions, but it appears to be clear
that for some reason or other the pulmonary mechanism of infants
commonly has a catarrhal state, and it would be interesting to
determine the significance. if any.

Rheumatic Heart Disease.—Another condition is found not
infrequently in the course of the examination of the children, and—
like bronchial catarrh—often without symptoms. This is some
abnormal sign in the heart sounds, which may be due to an
attack—slight or severe—of some acute rheumatic affection.
The conditions under which children are examined in the school
buildings are by no means ideal for a refined analysis of slight
sounds, but any child presenting sueplﬂmus signs is noted, so that
it may be kept under observation. It is probable, therefore,
that the annual numbers include very many children in whom
there is no organic disease. Further, the personal factor of the
examiner is probably even more atl'ongh' f-mphaalsrd in the
findings than with respect to most conditions : this is shown by
the very considerable variations in the proportions found by
different observers. Fortunately, a considerable range of statis-
ties is available, in which there has been no change in the personnel
so that it has been possible to compare the results over a series
of seven years, the only differences being the year of birth of the
child examined. In the following statement are given the per-
eentage of children found in the course of examination (under
the very unfavourable conditions for this purpose) to present signs
consistent with organic disease of the heart :(—

Eniranis, Leavers,
1920 h. 6 9.7
1 G5 & 6
= oo 4,85 0.7
3 4.55 9.5
4 3.4 10.1
8 2. 7.2
[ LT 0.65
i 1.6 B0

It would nppeur that children born about 1912-14 were
particularly liable to present these zigns as shown by the high
proportions for * entrants ”’ in 1918 and 1919 and for * leavers =
in 1923 and 1924 : successive generations of children exhibit the
signs less and less until by 1927 the proportion had steadily fallen
from 6.8 per cent. in 1921 to 1.6. This conclusion is supported
bv the corresponding results observed amongst the same groups
of children when they becime due for examination as * leavers,
as evidenced in the gradual fall from 10.1 per cent. affected in
1924 to 5.3 per cent. in 1927. The observation is of special
interest in view of the fact that the condition is now so generally
regarded as the result of an infection. Infectious econditions
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are recognised as occurring in  leavers,” and it would appear
that the cyele with respect to rheumatic infection (whatever that
term may mean) extends over a long period of years.

The condition is now the subject of & combined special
enquiry in the counties of Gloucestershire, Somersetshire and
Wiltshire and the contained County Boroughs, but it was only
early in 1928 that the preliminary arrangements were completed.
These include :—

(@) The formation of a special committee which will co-

ordinate, summarise and analyse the work.

() Reference of cases by Maternity and Child Welfare
Authorities, Edueation Committees and medical prac-
titioners.

{¢) Review of cases by a panel of five physicians at the Out
Stations and Hospitals.

(d) Observation of children as regards exercise and work.
The enquiry will probably extend over a period of two or three
years, for it will be impracticable to obtain useful results from a
less close investigation.

General Surveys,

In addition to the usual inspections made at the schools in
the County special visits were paid to groups of schools in the
neighbourhood of Out Stations, more particularly with the object
of ascertaining what minor ailments there were and how far
effective treatment was given systematically. 34 schools were
visited by Dr. Blake and Dr. Sarah Wilson.

Blind, Deaf, Defective and Epileptic Children.

A numerical return of these children is given in Table III
at the end of this report.

Blind Children.—There are 36 children between 5 and 16
vears of age under observation by the Committee and the Glou-
cestershire County Association for the Blind. These children are
distributed as follows :

At certified schools 1

At other Institutions ...

On * waiting list *" for admission to biind schools .,

At home, too ill for admission to blind schools

At home, too voung for admission to scheol

With some sight and now at work

Attending public elementary schools with very defective vision,
being ** watched ™ by visitors

—
-
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In previous reports mention has been made of the desirability
of provision for the special instruction of short-sighted or myopic
children. The only school of this type in this part of the Country
is at Bristol, in connection with which it was hoped arrangements
might be made for certain cases from this County. Unfortunately,
however, the Committee have not vet heen able to make provision
for such cases.

Deaf.—The Committee are maintaining 14 children in a
special school, and there are 3 further cases under ohservation,
2 of them under 7 vears of age.

Mentally Defective Children —The following statement gives
a summary of the reports on the mental condition of 656 children
examined during the course of their school life and now on the
County register :—

Total number examined. ] Number | Dead Number
To 31t T'o 31st| T-16 yrs. and |over 16 yrs.
Dec. {1927.) Dec. | on 3lst Left on st
| 1926. 1927. | Dee., 1927.| County. | Dee., 1927,
Children suitable for |
Instruction in a
Public Elementary Sch. 105 11 116 a4 1 Gl
Special Class ... a7 3 | 100 32 7 il
Special Day School ... 69 s 60 9 9 57
Special Res. School ... 213 13 226 it 26 111
Other Special Schools ... 13 — 13 4 | 8
Children unsuitable for
Instruction in a
Special School ... -] 130 2 | 132 45 38 49
Total children specially
examiner i i G27 20 656G 233 Th 347

During the period 1st January, 1927, to 31st December, 1927,
2 children were specially examined and certified to be unsuitable
for instruetion in a special school. These were classified as
Imbeciles, and were notified to the local authority.

Epileptic—The number of children examined by the School
Medical Inspectors and reported to suffer from epileptic fits is
20, 15 being in attendance at a school and 5 suffering so seriously
as to make it desirable they should not attend. There are 3
turther children not in attendance at any school awaiting examina-
tion as opportunity offers, making a total of 23,

No children are being maintained in a speeial school,
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Physically Defective Children.

The following is a summary of the register compiled from
roturns from the school attendance officers, of children in the
County who are not in attendance at any elementary school :—

CHILDREN NOT IN ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL.

Age 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 Tolal.

Mentally Defective swi =T B AL SR 8 7 9 14 &l
Delicate ... SO L B R, B R
Cripples ... Sao o= 2% B B = 4 3 23
Paralvsis ... SEAEE- R R SR - 4 1 20
Tuberculosis i ol o il A8 a8 o F S A Bl
Heart Affection vt Pl B S HE e ¢ Byt B BT
Dehility ... T A L U T TR e A
Epileptic ... e T AR O A Tl ke A .
Blind or Partially Blind ... bl Blgdasn 1 = =g B
Deaf and Dumb ... i B = = = = = e R
Other Defects AT -4 I & = 3 318

Totals ... o418 29 86 18 22 20 16 31 28 .31k

Efforts are made to get the children into convenient schools
for medical examination, and most have been seen either in the
schools or in their own homes. As far as practicable, endeavours
are made to secure effective treatment, especially of the physically
defective, so that, if possible. the respective children may have
the advantage of instruetion.

Miscellaneous Work,

Amongst other work undertaken during 1927 was the follow-
ing \—

].—Fourteen pupil teachers, ete.. were examined and were
classed as follows :—

A 1.—Free from physical defect 10
A 2.—In good health, but with some defect not likely to

ghorten the full term of service ... i
B 1.—1In good health, but with some permanent defect likely

to shorten the full term of service ... ]
B 2.—In good health but with some defect likely to inter-

fere to some extent with efficiency 1]
B 3.—Temporarily in sub-normal health, but may make a

good recovery 0
C —Those whose physical condition iz such as to make them

unfit for the teaching profession ... U
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2.—In accordance with the requirements of the Board of
Eduecation, laid down in their Circular 1,169, of 9th July, 1920,
sixteen Supplementary Teachers were medically examined
and were classed as follows :(—

A 1.—Free from physical defect 15
A 2,—In good health, but with some defect not likely to

shorten the full term of service ... s i 3
B 1.—In good health, but with some permanent defect likely

to shorten the full term of service 0
B 2.—In good health, but with some defect likely to interfere

to some extent with efficiency ... 0
B 3.—Temporarily in sub-normal health, but may make a

good recovery 0
C —Those whose physical condition is such as to make

them unfit for the teaching profession ... 0

3.—Thirty-nine specimens of hair were examined for the spores
of ringworm, which were found in sixteen cases.

Secondary Schools.

Inspection.—The number of secondary schools was increased
by one during 1927, the Grammar School at Northleach being
resuscitated, making a total of 19 with 3,753 children—1,948
boys and 1,705 girls—on the registers: 13 schools take both
boys and girls, and there are 3 for boys only and 3 for girls only.
The children at these schools were examined by the whole-time
School Medical Inspectors—Dr. Blake and Dr. Sarah Wilson.
Owing to the very small number of entrants and local difficulties
in making arrangements, the schools were not visited in the
spring term : the work in the summer term occupied 22 days
and in the autumn term 85 days, a total of 107 days. The
number of examinations was 2,077, 619 in the summer and 2,458
in the autumn term.

The total number of children for whom special cards were
provided is 636, or 16.9 per cent., which compares with 22 per
cent. for the children in the elementary schools. From this the
secondary school children are distinetly at an advantage, and
when the results are examined more closely it is found that they
hold this advantage with respect to nearly every condition except
defective vision : in regard to this condition about 16 per cent.
of secondary school children are noted to have poor vision com-
pared with 8 per cent. among elementary school children. To
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save printing the details have not been given. but they are
available if desired.

Treaiment.—The names of children requiring treatment are
sent to the respective Head Masters, who have been very helpful
in that appropriate attention is given to each and in reporting
the results. Of the 344 cases referred in the previous year 339
or 98.4 per cent. had had treatment by the next visit of the
School Medical Inspector : 20 per cent. were reported to be cured,
and 61.8 per cent. improved, while 17 per cent. were regarded as
unchanged. Spectacles were prescribed for 78 children and had
been obtained by 77. In about two-thirds of the cases these
were provided under the scheme of the Education Committee.

The School Dentists visited the secondary schools again
during the vear and examined the teeth of 603 ** entrants ™ : 432
children were found to require attention and treatment was
accepted and given to 286. Seven “ casuals 7 were also seen and
treatment given to each case,










- el .o 1E0E [0,
e 1. _w __“l.xm .... S . saw - ﬁﬂﬁﬁ.——ﬂ:m
. . [ X0g Uaqo1yg))
-t xi ¢ e ;m—.—ﬂu mnﬂma..—ﬂ.“u:_a
et n..l-n .||.. R Taw == w Wﬂu—.mwfﬂE
= e ! wnoiyydiq
: . ' 1049 J0[a%0Y
_ saaboungy | . TON'S
_ pun _ ‘OIS fg | Jo paocuddp |
| ‘Oa'yd fig | | ynan q Hogaa fu
| | CH'O'I fig ke
- et Ly |I|.II|II-.I|._|.I.I.IL. s e | ——————————
AUSOTO STOOHDS _

1361 DNIEN ESVASIA SNOILOANI 40 INNOOOY NO GHESOT) STOOHOS







TABLE B.

PEDICULOSIS.—Foliowing-up, 1927.
i _ Uy i l | * Total
| Mized | Boys | @irls | Infants (All
e ______“__Lﬁ__ “‘.-_ " __* it !| | Dcmrtmenfﬂ_}

| . ! |
Departments s wus] 543 | 30 | 30 69 672
Number of Examinations ! 46,788 3,713 3,908 7,947 61,756
Children examined : 42,095 | 3,684 . 3,369 | 6,404 55,452
Children infected 2,778 : 102 ' 412 550 3,842
Percentage infected 6.6 2.8 | 12,2 8.6 | 6.9

Cards :— ' | '

Blop (MAl3) < v e l 1,431 55 ; 1 R 2,014
Green (Stronger) Ll Ede L s f0 20 503 2014
Red (Second Warning) ... I 657 17 ' 106 154 | u34
Letters (Subsequent Warnings) ' GO0 21 I 174 139 | 034
Children excluded... 229 | 1 ,I o 48 I 315

Prosecutions (under Bye-Laws) i— ; ! | I |
Results :— Fines . & | - — - 5
Cautioned } 1 | = - - 1
Withdrawn i e i| 3 l i i A | R 4

| | 5

Fines :—3—5/-; 2—4/-.












B L2 P

gpL‘e | suoioadsur-oy Jo daquiny
FZO'I s " suonosdsuy [emedg jo Ioquimy
SNOIIDIASNT dHHLO—4d

— = rsuonoodsuy aunnoy 1Yo jo Jaquny
gOTGL " [HIOf,
m._wmmnm” i els aala m.Hﬁ.u.r‘mm-‘H i
66Z°6 i i i s9jeipauLyuy
A.w._.m..wnﬁ. __ .= e ses v m&ﬂﬂﬁ#ﬂ.ﬂw—.

ssuongoadsuy dnoiry apo)) jo daquan

SNOLLOHJASNT "TVOIAANW MNLLOOY

/

"SNOILOAdSNI TVOIQAW 40 NUNLAY

























