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GRANTEAM RURAL DISTRICT COURC VL
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CHARLES H. D. ROEBS,

Medical Officer of Health. June, 1928,

Gantlemen,

T have the honour tc submit my Ninoteenth Anmual Report on the
Health and Sanitary Condition of the Rural District for the Year 139256.

In acoordance with the instructions of the Minister of Health, -
this is to be considered a Survey Report, dealing more fully than
usual with the sanitary conditions of ths area, and noting thes
pragress made during the preceding five yeers in the improvement of
the public health, and any ohanges which have occurred dwing this

period.

The usual list of General Statistics is placed at the beginning
aof the report, for convenience of referenca.

GENERAL STATISTICS,

— L ——

ae - - - = 85,827 acras,
Population estimated for 1885
for Birth Rsate 12,430.
for Death Rate 11,8%0.
Asgessable Value - - 283,471,
Proceads of penny rate - £413.
Births Total. Males. Pemales.
255 138 117
Birth Rate — - - 20-9 per 1000,
Average ditte for England and Wales i85 * ®
Deaths Total Males., Females.
159 T4 85
Death Rate - - - 13. 3 pexr 1000,
Aversge ditto for England and Wales ises " ‘|
Deaths of children under QOne Year of Age:
Total Males. Famales,
19. 11, 8.
No illegitimate deaths.
Rate per 1000 Birtha - 74. 1.
Average death rate, England and Wales 75.
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A. NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIOHS QF THE ARBA,
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The Area of the district is 85,827 acres.
The population st the Cocasus in 1921 was found to be 11,960,

For the present year it is computed at 12,430 for the purposes
of ascertaining the Birth Rate, and 11,870 for calculsting the

Death Rate.
The population at the Census 1901 was 12,426.
The population at the Census 1911 was 12,257,

It will be seen, therefore, that the population has wvaried
very slightly in the last 25 years.

The Physical features and genseral character of the area may
be described as agricultural in type. Tilling of the land is the
main occeupation, and theare are no large industrial factories, A
fair number of residents are occupied in ironstone works, am
important belt of this ore being found in the area.

There are no villages of large size. The nsarness to Grantham,
8 Market Town with goed railway facilities, is a convenisnce to the
Farmers and other inhabitants.

Details as to the number of houses and numbar of families
or separate occoupiers are nct available.

The Aspessable Valﬁa is £83,471, the proceeds of a penny rats
being £413.

Tha Vital Statistics tabulated above show that the Birth Rate
is slightly sbove the average for the kingdom, the Death Rate also

s8lightly above the ar&raaﬂ, and the infamtile death rate practically
identical with it.

The number of illegitimate births was 22, being rather over
nine per cent. This is an excessive figure, the average number
for the preceding years being 17.

The Table of Causes of Death is appended. It will be seen
that there was one death from enteric fever, and ten from pulmonary
tuberculosis, and 17 from various forms of malignant diseasa,

The figures for pulmonary tubsrculosis are higher than usual.

The other causes of death call for no special comment,
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Poor Law Relief.-During the year, 156 persons were in receipt of
ralief at a cost of £39 per week., This shows & reduction on the pre-
ceding year, when 189 persons wers relisved at a weskly cost of £42.

There was no speocial ommse of sicknese or invalidity during the
yoar.

B, GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.
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itals. The Council hae an Isolation Hospital, with two
wards and an aidminietrative blook, whisch ig capable of dealing with
12 cases of infectious disesse in adults, or 18 in shildrem, This
ig situated 3 miles from Grantham, and is in a fairly central position
for the district. The Hospltal was open for 5 weeks in the autumn of
1915, six cases of Soarlet Fever being admitted.

The ordi nary hospital needs of the area are mot by the Grantham
Hoaspital, which contains 36 beda, and by the Infirmary attached to
the Poor Law Inetitutiom in Grantham,

Arrangements have recently been xzade whereby maternity ocases
recuiring major operative treatment can be admitted to a home at
Linooln.

There is no institutional treatment available in the distriet
for Tuberculosis, but it will k¥ shown later in the report that every
possible fasility is givem for tuberculems patients to redsive
sangtorium treatment outside the area.

Unmarried mothers can be admitted to the Grantham Infirmary, and
this institution also receive§, irn emergency., illegitimate infants
&nd homeless childrem,

- Ambulance Facilities are ample, a motor ambmlance suppiying the
needs of both the Borough and District, and being frequently used.
This is employed for non-infectious cases only. This Ambulance,

received from the Hed Cross Society, is the joint property of tho
Borough and Rural Distrioct.

The Rural District possasses a horse ambulsnce, for conveyance
of infeotious cases.

c Tre t @3. -There are actually none in the
area. It is obwiocus that ip a Rural District, Maternity and Child
Welfare Centreas and Sohool Clinies would not be feasible, as only a
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very small prorortionm of the potential patients could attend,
owing to the distance involved in reaching any one village

from muny of the others.

A Tuberowlosis Dispensary and Venereal Treatment Centre
at Granthem are availeble far the distrioct.

The Public Health OFfficers of the Authorily are :

(1) The Medickl O0fficer of Health, part-time.
(i1) The Sanitary Inspector, whole-time.

In vach case a contributiom is made to the salary by an
BExchequer Grant,

Bursipg in the Home.-In nearly all the villages of thea
distriot, the services of a qualified aurse ure availsble for
general nursing, under the Victoria Nursing Socheme. In oases
of infectious disease nursed at home, where the services of a
nurse are required, the expenses are borne by the authority,
where oirocumstances make this course advisable. This course
was adopted during the year in nursing three cases of enteric
faverxr,

Midwives, -No midwives are employed or are subsidized by
the authority. Some of the Victoria Nurses are qualified
midwives and act in this capacity.

Chemieal Work, -Arrangoments as to examination of eputa,
throat swabs, and blood in cases of suspected emnteric fevew,
are made with the Clinical Research Associatiom, the authority
defraying the coat.

C. SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
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—~The chisf Sourcs of the water supply in the various
villages of the distriot is derived from shallow wells, These
walls are liasble to pollution, uhless every precaution is taken.
Muny analysés have been made in various parts of the distriot,
and certain areas, particulurly in Barrdwby and Carltom, show
definite evidance of soil pollution. The danger has been
lessened by improving the sanitary conditions in these and other
areas duripg the last 20 years, There has begn no evidence of a
water-borne epidemio in the district during the present cemtury.
A few villages, e.g., Ropsley, Colsterworth, Sudbrook, and
Great Ponton derive their water supply from Springs, and, im thsa
casge of the first thres villages mentionad, storage tanks with
pipe supply. Boothby is supplied by a deep-bors well, with
punping plamt, and the guestion of continuing this supply is
now receiving the attemtion of your Sanitary Comaittee. The
water throughout the distriet is rather haxrd, =nd has no
Plumho-solvent actiom. The supply, on the whole, compares
favourably with neighbouring rural distriots.

o
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d Stre —-The River Witham rises in the district,
and flows through it. There is mo gross pollution of the river,
potion having peen taken in several cuses during the last few
years to prevent pollutionm,

j W 8, —ach year the condition of the dis-
trict has beem improved in respect of these important matters.
Sewage schemes at Berrowby anl: Hough, instituted several years
ago, have proved of value, The conditions ate Great Gonerby
have been improved, and are now being further ameliorated,

Cloget Acoomodation.—There are but few water-<closets in the
area, The policy of the Sanitary Officers has beem to recommend
the pan type of privy, which can bs freguently emptied. Many
0ld ash-pits have been done away with, and covered conpcreted
receptacles substituted.

v is mot undertaken by the Authority. Ir is under-
‘stood thit each village should 4o what is necessary 1n this
respect. This is not always ocarried out satisfactorily, but it
ig obvious that a general schemé& over such a large area is almost
impracticable,

T @ Area, —The Inspector's report is
appended, showing in tabular form the number and nature of
inspections made by him during the year, and the number of
notices served, with the result of such action.

Sobhools.--The gemeral health of school children has beaen
good. An epidemic of measles in the early part of the year
caused the oclosure of four schools, and in September the School
at Colsterworth was closed owing to the threatening outbreak of
a Scarlet Fever apidemic.

The 1listr of Schools closed is as follows:

School. Period. Reason.
Codsterworth. Jan., oth - Jan. 14th. Measles.
Stainby. Jan. 5th - Jan. 20th. Measles,
North Witham. Jan, 19th - Psb. 6th. Measles,
Welby. Maxr. 3rd - Mar. 20th. Measles,
0ld Somerby. ¥ar. 6th - Mar. 13th, Influenza.
Barrowby. Mar. 13th - Kar. 27th. Influenza.
Hough—-on~the-Hill, Mar, 18th - Apr. 3rd., Weaslses and

Influenza.
Demton. Mar,23rd — Apr. ©9th. Influenza.
Rops ley. Mar.2€6th — Apr. 9th. Influenza.
Barrovby. May 27th - Juns 12th. ¥Veaslas,
Denton. July 7th - July 21st. Measles & Numps,
Colsterworth., , Sept.l1l7th- Qct. 2nd. Soarlet Paver,
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D. . HOUSING.

Houwsing ocondiftions in rural districts-at the present time
are not good, and this is found to be the case in your distriect.
Some of the reasons are obvious, and need mot be dwelt upon here.
It is not realized by all that in the omse of villages in the
naighbourhood of a town there is & congiderable demand for
houses by people whose occupation lies in the town, and it is
¢clearly the duty of a local authority in considering tha needs of
their area, under Section 60 of the Housing Act, 1925, to give
their firat thought to the bona-fide rural populatiom.

Your Council has not confinad itself to these narrow lines,
88 the Council Houses at Gonerby olearly show, but it may fairly
be stuted that for the residents who are engag d in agriculture
there is no aotual shortage of houges, were it not that some of
the houses are occcupied by persons whose ooceupatiom is different.
The Couneil at the present time is hoping to evolve a Schame
whereby housea may bo erscted, partioularly at South Witham and
Barrowby, and let &t a rental within the capacity of the
agricultural labourer,

It will be seen that 17 houses were erected dwring ths year
by private individuals, in six oases with State assistance.

Experience of the last 256 years, togsther with ths Census
Returns, mokes it appear improbaple thut any important change
in the population will take place in the near future,

ig found in a few cases, The causes are that a
large family is occupying a house too small for it, In suoch
cases it is usual that both landlord and temant would wish the
tenancy to cease, btut sither a larger house is not available, or
the rent of such house is prohibltive, Thes® causes ara very
difficult to deal with, It is often easy to visit and make
suggestions as to bosrding out members of the household, but it
is rarely that such advice is taken,

No proceeding, further than this, was taken during the year
1825.

The list of houses erected, and other Housing Statistios
for the year 1925, will be found at the end of the report,
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It will be convenient hare to placa on record the various
Works undertaken by the Authority or otherwise during the laat

fiva years
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

(3)

(6)
(7)
(8)

52 houses were erected under the Government Soheme,
45 houses were erected by private emterprise.

28 houses were improved and alterations carried out,
under the Housing Acte Schame,

New 6% sowers were construoted in Great Gonerby and
Woolathorpe.

Two baoteria beds were reconstructed at Barrowby
and Hough—-on-theo-Hill,

A new 3" watar main was laid at Ropsley.

80 yards of 6" sawer were laid at South Witham.

A 5" tore was sunk at South Witham to a depth of
63 feat, with good result.

B. HTSPI:.GTIOH OF FOOD.

--Theore ara 93 cowshads in the area. These are

Lilk Supply.
periodiecally inspeocted,

Negt.—Thare are only a few slaughter-houses in the district.
Thess are licemsed, and are inspected, No action has been
necesgary during the year, with regard to diseased meat.

F. INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

- o — —— ———

The List of Cases of Infeotious Diseases notified during
1825 ia as follows:-

Searlet Fever - - - - 23,
Enteric Fever -~ - = - 3.
Pnoumonia -~ - - = - 13.
Erysipelas - - - = 2.
Anterior Poliomyalitiu - - 2.
Chicken Pox - = 3.
Tuberculosis ;pulmonary - = 12,
Tuberculosis pon-pulmonary - __ 4.
Total  _94,
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It will be noticed that Chicken-Pox, which becsme motifiable
locally in 1924, was fairly prevalent, though much less so than
in 1924.

: There were two amitll epidemics of scarlet faver during the
year, and in the case of the second one at Colsterworth in
September, there was avery reason to fear an outbreak, and the
Isolation Hospital was opened, five cases being admitted, There
ware no subsejuent cases from this villags,

Thers wers no cases of diphtheria during the year.

Three casts of enteric fever occurred at Demton, one hawing

& fatal termination. It was diffiocult to account far the origin
of the casea. The Authority paid for the nursing of these
patients,

- . w - =
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During the five years, 1Y20 - 1924 inclusive, the following
notifications huve bean received :

Iotal Number, Average per year.
Diphtheria - - 35. ;[
Scarlet Fever - - 2. 8.
Pnsumonia - - 22, 4,.5.
Pulmonary Tubsroulosis 38. 7.5,
Non-pulmonary Tuberculosis 6. 1.

The figures as regards diphtheria and scarlet fever are
decidedly lower than they were a decade previounsly, the
corresponding figures for the five years 1810 - 114 inclusive

belng :
Total Humbar. Average par year.
Dirhthsria - - v7. 19.
Scarlet Peveyr - - 113. 23.

"
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It seems certain that Scarlet Fover is now a much mildex
somplaint than it used to be, and it is, in fact, wvery diffioult
to diagnose with eertainty, for this reasomn. DBirhtheria is
probably also milder, The more extensive use of bacterioclogical
examination of throat swabs hap incressed tha accuracy of
diagnosis, and prevanted the inclusiom of other conditions
which, climically, cannot be distingunished with oerfainty.

It has not baen necessary to use the Shich and Dick tests,

Tha Mediocal Officer has not been called upon to vacoinate
under the 1917 regulations.






Deaths from notifiable disease, excluding tuberculosis,
waere limited to the fatal ocase of enteric fever.

There was one death from measles, and three from
Influenza.

TUSERCULOSIS.

—_—————— e — - — e

An estimate of the rrevalence of Tuberculocsis in the
district was made in the report for 1824.

In the light of further examination of the records, it
appears that the figures then given were rather too high,
and it would be fairly accurate to say that 2 per 1000 of
the population are auffsering from pulmonary tuberoculosis,
and one per 1000 from other forms of the disease, Thia
may be considered satisfactory.

Seven patients were zmdnitted from the district into
sanatoria during the year, for treatment of pulmonary
tuberculosis. Two were cured, one improved, two are still
under treatment, snd two advanced cases died,

During the yaar twelve cases of pulmonary and four
cases of non-pulmonary tuberouloais were notifisda, and
there were ten deaths from pulmonary and one from non-—
pulmonary disegae.

The Inspeotor's Report and various Tables &re apponded.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

CHARLES H. D. ROBBS.
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CAUSES OF DEATH TN THE DISTRICT DURING THE YEAR.
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Causes of De M.
-EiLL CAUSES L LB N ] -8 ?41 BEI
1. Enteric Fever... . P 1 -
2, Snmall-pox S oun e - -
3. Measles e L & i - 1
4, ©Scarlet Fever... .o s - -
5, Yhooping Cough.. . i - -
E' Diphthﬂl"ia w8 K] -wa ek o
7. Influenmza .as asve “va & 1
8. Encephalitis lathurgioa ... - -
g. Veningocoocal msningitis ... - -~
10. Tuberculosis of respiratory
sgystam ... een sen 3 T
11. Other tuberculous diseaaes,, i -
12. Canocer, malignant discase,.. 6 11
15, Rhesumatiec Fever e see - -
14. Diabetes A oy S — 5:
15. Ceretral haemorrhage, &0.... 7 | 2
18, Heart disease,.. ot svs 8 1l
17. Arterio-eclerosis ... - 7 4
18. Eronchitie -nw .. aaw 4 4
19. Pnoumonia (all foarmsa). o 4 2
20. Other respiratory diseases.. 1 2
2l. Ulcer of stomaoch or duodemum 1 4
22. Diarrhoea, &c.(under 2 years) - -
25. Appendicitis and typhilitis. 1 1
24. Cirrhosis of liver ... g - 1
25, Acute and chronic nephritis. 1 1
28. Puarperal sepsis _— = - -
27. Other accidents and discases
Oor prognancy and parturitiom - 3
28, Congenital debility and mal-
formation, premature birth.. 4 4
2¢. Suiocide “ie - i 1 0
30. Other deaths from violencs.. 8 -
3l. Other defined disesases e 15 27
32, Causes ill-defined or unknown 1 1
Special Capsea(included above)
Pﬂliﬂmyﬂlitiﬂ. - . e e - ® - i
Polioencephalitigs ... ... - -~
Deaths of Infants under 1l yeaxr:
Total —— —— S 41 | 8
Illegitimate—- —— i B L
TDtEl Bil‘"thﬂ L ] - e - & m ].EB 11?;.
Legitimate ., . i S 124 109
Illagitimate., ... R 4
Eopulation: For Birth Hate i 12,430,

For Death Rate .., 11,870.






SEANTTARY ITNSPECTOR"'S REPORT,
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Colsterworth. 0ld Red Lion, Notice to abate P.H, Acot,
house refuse,

South Witham, The Square, Notice tc abate nmuisance to
privy and ash-holes,

Honington. Nuisance to drainage — Butoher's Shop.

Denton. Draim nuisance to Geeson's property abated,

Rarlaxton. Drainage to Post 0ffice. Nuisaneeabated.

Menthorpe, Sewer in street, Huisance abated.

Woolsthorpe. The Chequer's Inn. New drainage system.
Hough—-on~the-Hill, Outfall sewerage.

Denton., M. H, to sewera,

Gunby. 50 yards of 6" sanitary pips, near Inn,
Brandon, Burst sewer pipe in street abated.
Ancaster, Outfall cleansed,

Great Gonerty. Outfall cleansed.
South Witham. Outfall ocleansed.

WATER SUPPLY.
Mantharpe. 6" drain found stopped up and liberated.
Welby. Repairs to standpipes and pumps.

QUTFALL.
Woolsthorpe, Denton, Hough—on-tha-Hill,
Barrowby, Harlaxton, Welby, Great Gonerby,

Ropsley, Manthorpe, Burton (Coggles, Emptying of
outfall ditchas,

0ld Somerby. Outfall ditoh.

HOUSING.

Number of New Houses ereoted during the year: -
{E] Tﬂltﬂl LI L] L ] E RN | 26‘-&

(t) With State assistance under the
Housing Aots, 191% or 19823,
1924 or 1925 ...

- w8 - m = ﬁ'i

(1} BF' the Local .ﬂ.ﬂtht}rit:f PR e Hil-

(2) By other todies or persons s 17,
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