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BoR@UCH OF CHARD.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF MEALTH,

For the Year ending December 31st, 1915,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borveugh of Chard.

GENTLEMEN,

As Deputy Medical Officer ot Health for Chard Borough,
I have the honour of submitting the Annual Report for the
year IgIS5.

As I only took up the duties of the office in December,
1915, this report is largely a compilation and analysis of the
reports of our Borough Survevor and Sanitary Inspector (Mr. E.
W. Hearn) and the Borough Registrar of Births ana Deaths and
Vaccination Officer (Mr. E. Hawker), to each of whom I would
express my indebtedness for their great help in those matters,
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The population of the Borough is estimated at 4,114 as
against 4,620 in 1914. The decrease is no doubt mainly due to
the young men who have joined the Army, picked lives whose
absence makes our vital statistics all more adverse than usual.
We still have some 29 Belgians in the town, but from a health
point of view they do not differ from ordinary residents. We
also have had wounded or otherwise sick soldiers at Monmouth
House, our local V.A.D. HU‘}])ltdl, all of whom have speedily
improved in their general health in response to our invigorating
climate and the generous feeding and healthful life catered for
there. No troops or prisoners of war have been quartered in

or about the town.
Death Rate.

There were 81 deaths registered during the year, 17 more
than in 1914; 14 of these were of non-resideats who died in the
district, and 4 of our residents died away from the town, leaving
the nett number of 71, giving the rate of 17.2 per 1000 of the
population, the highest for some years past, although not much
higher than 1914.

The births for l.hﬂ yeatr were 75, but 2 were transferable
to other districts, leaving us a uett birth rate of 17.7 per 1000, the
lowest for some years. When to this we couple the fact that 11
children under 1 year of age died during the same period, one
can realise the desirability of making every endeavour to pre-
serve the lives of infants and children. The Notification of
Births Act, with the looking up from time to time of the mothers
by a Health Visitor, imparting useful knowledge verbally and by
leatlet, will, I hope, help to improve matters. The efforts of the
“Committee of Matrons 7 appointed by the Council to secure a
trained nurse-midwife for prematernity, maternity and infant
welfare, have not so far been successful. Neither has any
children’s clinic been started here. I am afraid that instead of
being pioneers in such matters we are only laggards.

Water Supply.

Full details of the water supply were furnished in the
Annual Report for 1914,

A thorough inspection of the springs and supply mains
was made during the year and certain improvements effected.

No further progress has been made with the proposed
new supply from Combe St. Nicholas.

Drainage and Sewerage,

The sewers continue in good condition, and, where
necessary, are frequently flushed.

The sewage is treated at disposal works situated about
half a mile from the town. A very good efflusnt is produced.
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Public Scavenging.

House refuse is collected twice a week and disposed of
on tips situated outside the Borough.

A large number of galvanised sanitary dustbins were
provided by owners of property, and more wmzld certainly have
been done in this direction had not the price of the dustbins
reached an almost prohibitive figure.

During the summer months all house refuse receptacles
and the collecting vans are sprayed wiih petroleum as a pre-
ventive measure against the fly pest.

The main streets of the Borough are scavenged daily ;

the others as required,
Schools.,

Both Elementary Schools were inspected, The sanitary
conveniences were not in good condition, and the attention of
the School Managers was called to this,

Infectious Disease.
Omne case of scarlet fever and 4 of erysipelas reported.

Tuberculosis.

Ten fresh cases of tuberculosis were notified during the
yvear, 7 of which were pulmonary. Six deaths from this affection
were registered.

Milk Supply.

There are 20 milk sellers, and 12 cowkeepers on the
register.

Owing to the scarcity of labour, the cow-yards were not
kept quite so well as in former years but where complaint had
to be made the occupiers made every effort to comply with the
requirements.

Bakehouses.
There are 8 bakehouses which continue to be well kept

Slaughterhouses.

There are 6 slaughterhouses, 5 licensed and 1 registered,

A distinct improvement in their condition was observed.
Factories and Workshops.

There are 47 workshops on the register, viz. :—Car-
penters and wheelwrights, 6; tailors, dressmakers and milliners,
10 ; smiths, plumbers and painters, 6 ; saddlers, 2 ; bootmakers, 2 ;
monumental mason, 1; tallow chandler, 1 ; cabinet maker, 1;
wool sorter, 1; watchmaker, 1; gas fitter, 1; bakers, 8; lace
mending, 2; printing works, 2; carriage and motor works, 3.

Seven 1nspections were made,
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Account of Work performed by Sanitary Inspector
during 1915
INSPECTIONS i —
General

S 5 : 17
Housing Act : L 10

Do, (Re- 1napectmn) 2
Slaughterhouses S 7
Cowsheds and Dairies I3
Factories and Workshops i
Bakehouses. . 5
Infectious Disease flllCllltilllﬂ‘ dlwi!lf@ﬂl]llf., 2 45
Drainage (including tuatmfn : 131
Collections of Manure, :‘unumlh ete. 16
Elementary Schools o 2
Provizsion of Dusthins e 1062

Total 1327
INFORMAI NOTICES :—

To re-construct defective drainage ..

I3
To remove collection of refuse , g
To limewash, etc., after infections disease I
To limewash cowshed 2
To limewash school conveniences I
To remedy defective water-closels 2
To abate nuisance from keeping of fowl 2
To limewash factory conveniencsas 2
To provide sanitary dustbins s 188

Total 213
Housing,

There have been 8 houses erected during the year. Ten
ispections were made and defects found in 2 of them.

The 12 houses in Old Town reported unfit in 1912 still
remain to be dealt with. Three of them are in a ruinous con-

dition, and notice has now (March, 1916) been served on the
owner to demolish.

Two houses are being rebuilt at the present time but
there seems no probability of further building. Indeed, the
scarcity of labour makes any extensive sanitary improvements
an impossibility.

Drainage and Closet Accommodation.

Six tests were made of old house drains, 9 new or
additional drainage systems provided, 12 insanitary D traps
abolished, and one privy converted into a water closet,
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House Refuse,

An effort was made to get the remaining houses in the
Borough provided with sanitary dustbins, and some progress was
made in the early part of the year. Over 1000 visits to premises
were made, 188 notices served, and about 170 dustbins provided.
It then became almost an impossibility to obtain dustbins, except
at a prohibitive figure, and work in this direction was abandoned.

The Fly Pest.

Active steps were taken to combat this peril.  All
receptacles used for house refuse and the house refuse collecting
van were spraved with paraffin; the former twice a week and the
latter once. A circular letter was also addressed to every house-
holder within the Borough calling attention to the danger, and
giving advice as to the best measures to adopt,

Infectious Disease.

As the cases were notified every possible precaution was
immediately taken to prevent the spread of infection. To pro-
mote greater efficiency in this direction, a steam disinfector is
required, but the present time is not opportune for expendifure
not absolutely essential.

Housing.

No progress has been made with the proposed Housing
Scheme. Tenders were acvertised for, but only one was received.
This price proved absolutely prohibitive,

Vaccination Statistics for Year 1915,

Number of Children born in the Borough during the Year 73

Successfully vaccinated 20 40
IDied unvaccinated ... - &
Conscientious ﬂ'l:r_je:,:t(:r:-; 2T
Removed to other Districts .. 2
Postponed (illness) ... o 4

75

I am, Mr. Mavor and Gentlemen,
Yours obediently,

ROBERT SUTHERLAND,
M.B;, Ch.B.
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TAELE

1.

Vital Statistics of Whole District during 1915 & previous Years.
Name of District, CHARD BOROUGH.

i BEIRT .
| Pooa- T
lation | Nett
YEAR lestima-) Uncor. ' ,
Vtedto | racred |-
1 16 i T . =
I_‘lli! I:__lm'_!].l N'mbr. N'mbr. | Rate.
| Year.
i 2 3 | '] 5
| | |
I Sy
[ |
1910 | 4650) — | rr1 | 23.8
| |
i 1 '
1911 | 4568| 108 | 108 | 23.6
' |
1912 | 458%0] 03 | 93 =203
1913 | 4600 100 | 1cOo | 21.6
1914 4620 96 96 | 20.7
|
|
I9I5 | 4114) 75 | 73 | 17.7

TorTarLDEATHS
|4 EGISTERED

1IN THE
DMsTricT.
N'mbr.! Rate.
] 7
56 | 12.4
iz [5.7
56 12.2
7 15.7
64 [r.z
— ‘_.._
81 | 19.6
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of Non-|of Resi-
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regis- | istered
tered inl in the
the Dis-
Dyis- trick.
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|: | }
9 p
11 =2
|
7 G
[
20 |
| 12
]
L4 ¥

NETT DDEATHE BELONGING
T THER I.’[h'f"]-!]li"l.'.
Undert Year| av 211 &oes

oF e l.-u,.u Ages.
| Rate
MN'mbr| per
| 1000 Nao. | Bate.
Net
Hrths.
T | 11 12 13
e
13 |I17.1] 49 | 10.5
13 |120.3 7 63 137
7752 46 | 10.4
7 |98.5] 52| 11.0
9/ 937 75| 155
1
|
| !
|
|
—_— e —
|
|
11 |[150.6] 71 | 17.2
|
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TABLE II.
CHARD URBAN DISTRICT.

Cases of Infectious Disease notified during the Year 1915

Mumber of Cases Notified.

NOTIFIABLE I)ISEASE

1

Small-pox el
Cholera ...

Diphtheria {iu-i

cluding Mem-

br'n’s croup) ...|

|

Erysipelas |

l

1

Scarlet fever

Enteric fever

I

Typhus fever ...|
i
|

Relapsing fever
|
Continued fever |

Puerperal fever...|

|

Cerebro-spinal |

Meningitis .|

|

Poliomyelitis . .|
Ophthalmia

Neonatorum...|

i

|

Pulmonary |

Tuberculosis . ./

Other forms of
Tuberculosis. .

i

Totals

Atall Ages

4

1

o |

15

A Ages.Years

(19} L T st
T ..-,?"_':’lh ==
Zuje o |2 |2 |8
S elmlelels
; | ' : .
| | | |
=
| ey
5 : i |
S S
0 ,
: ! ;
! |
I ol
e [
L |
i I
i
|
Ell
R
o
=
B8 B
| | |
!
e
(=il
[
o) |
! |3|21
. 0
| i .
e L e

| 65 and |
lupwards

Iselation Hospital or Hospitals, Sanitoria, &e.—Joint with R.D.,
Clayhanger Common,
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TABLE III. Chard Borough.
Canses of, and Ages ot Deadl dwving the Vear rgrg.
N ETT IJ'l".."L'i'Hﬁ- AT THFE SURBJOINED AGES OF
RI-Z%II'II-'r-.\::'r;' | ;.:-r:l:-:lw ml-;Il:: }';i’_"{.'lr:l-;::l:it'. WITHIHE ITEI::.-..
: e R e s T whether of
_ T o o e g Residente ™
Cavses oF DEATH, T = == 29 E ] or'Non-
_M[_ 5 [E=| = ;lﬁ sle sl =5l & SlResidenis"in
el '_E :‘_j r=| ..‘ _..E' "-ulg ..‘-L_.E mT_ﬁ = z Institutions
= 0 | BT = LR =1 in the
! Japs I R B ___'_ I¥istrict.
Certified i S8 7 0 8 M s o ol IO ) o 15
Al canses |
Uneertified
Enteric Fever - e ey e (o) | el -3
Small-pox — —_ e =y (sl ey -.| == i #iE
Measles —_— 1 = = = =] = =] — ol e
Scarlet fever | i i e — -.| | e T i
Whooping-cough — | —| =] e e o i,
Diphtheria and Croup — |- = === =] =] = =
Influenza I —| | == =] = ] N
Erysipelas : W T == =t |=] =] — =
Phthisis, (Pulmooary Tu- -

berculosis) gl — = = =2 1 I 1 =
Tuberculous Meningitis | e 2
Other tuberculons diseases] — | — —| —| —| — = | — £ £4
Cancer, malignant  dis-

ease 7l - — St [ SR { :
Rheumatic Fever — — = =] = = =] == | = i
Meningitis — — —| — e e s £
Organic Heart Disease i e e ] S R 41 % 2
Bronchitis 4 §F —| —| =| —| = —| i ! 3 I
Pnevmonia (all forms) 3 ol B T R S [EECR S e i
Other diseases of Res j |

piratory organs - —| —-| I e e [T I i
I.‘-'!':'I.I':'hul':ﬂ.l illllil ]‘anuriti:-:l . 1 == —-I - = I ;
.-K;|1-|'.-t:n{h|:1t1:-: and Typhlitis] — - - - - = = =] = Al
Cirrhosis of liver - —‘ —| =] — ] ] = . =
Aleoholism L - — | SRR T | B [ !

Nephritis  and  Bright's '

Disease -] VISR IR 20| |6 O T 8 e e P
P'uerperal Fever 3 M| St [ RS LR N BT | L -
Other accidents an d |

Diseases of Pregnancy |

and Parturition T .'-'4.:'.. —S I [ S [ a3
Congenital  Debility  and Lo I

Malformation, including ! |

Premature Birth i 4_4_ = ) [ e el
Violent Deaths, excluding | ' , '

Suicide e I R s e e e e a0
Suicide I L e T | T IS I B xR : y
Other defined Diseases .} 25§ 3| —! = = | ¢ 31 E.pas o
Diseases  ill-defined or | , | : : 5

unknown —_ =] = —| -—| = | ma sl | = L >

[ | | |
i i
[ |
— : 2 e b dhs b il il ouR | R S5
i
i S IR T I I
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HOUSING AND TOWN

PLANNING ACT.

r.  Sanitary District
2.  New houses erected Furing 1915

the Housing Act, 1go.
{Thiz must aef mclude re- H1'\:.H‘|LII|3!:I o'l'
houses Inspected i previous years.)

4. Results of inspections of the fresh houses

inspectedd  during  1ers,  classified  as
follows j-—
(a) Number reported as unfic for

human habitation
(b) Number defective, Iml:v.:l‘tdd'rf!.‘u
not sufficient to report as unfit for
habitaticn .
{c) Number *.'-:lhl:mt recﬂrdul sanitar }
defects 3
Action taken and resnlis in m,::nul. to houses
reported as wafit during 1014 and 1015, as
followa (—
Number so reported
Clasing Order made
Made fit without n C lu'un;[:-'. Order ...
Still unfit, but no Closing Order made
I:"Lll'll.il]l“]'tl d :
Put in repair ﬁl'li-r 'E.]-.’.ll-ma,. Urdu
male
Still closed at end nF}-:'wr
on taken and results in regard 1o h':'ll.lms
reported as wnfit doring 1913 and 1914 as
follows (—

L

Mumber =0 examineid

Number with qh,l'-::.twﬂm.-hnl by the
el of 1915 T

MNumber still defective at end of 1915

Number not yet visited to ascertam if
defects are remedied ..

7. Cases of overcrowding dealt with during the
yenr

age of houwses, and steps taken to

§. Parishes in which there 15 evidence of .-||ml:—}
remedy

MNumber of howses inspec ted dusing 1913 under |

Chard Borough.
g

{43
L=]
2
E
For houses reported du_t-l;g:
1914, | 1915,
[a] I (=]
(o] [e]
[1] I L]

There «till renam 12 honses re poited
unfit in 1912, Closing orders issuwed but no
further action taken. Three of these new de-
relict.  Owner served with notice to demolish,

For houses first examined during
1914, 19156,
; |
I | o
1 But this house is now! z
derelict and am consider-

ing 1ssue of demolition
order.

There appears to be no shortage of houses
at present,
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Factovies, @dlorhshops, and  d@orkplaces.

I.—INSPECTION of FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS, and WORKPLACES
(including inspections made by Sanitary [nspectors or
Inspectors of Nuisances)

oy

| Number of

FPremises. _— :
| Inspections. | Writlen Notices.| Prosecutions.

=z

m e o 2 ——

— e —— e e e | e

FACTORIES e - o A 4 2 | nomne
(Including Factory Laundries) |

WORESHOPS . : 2 1 o none
(Including Workshep Laundries)

WORKPLACES .. " nons nong none

(Other  than Ontworkers’ “prr.rmi.s.n-gsl
included in Part 3 of this Report)

3

none

ToTaL I =

2 —DEFECTS FOUND in  FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS, and
WORKPLACES.

Sanitary Accomodation unsuitable or defective :  Found, 2 ; Remedied. 2.

3—HOME WORK.

LACE, LACE CURTAINS, and NET5.—Lists, 3; Workmen, 242,

4 —REGISTERED WORKSHOPS.

Workshops on the Eegister at the end of the year. N umber,
Carpenters and Wheelwrights . i ; ; S : o B
[ailors, Dresmakers, and Milliners & o e . : - 1o
Emiths, Plumbers and Painters 0
Sadldlers : . ‘ . 4 * : . . 2

I::I-:'U:lll--l.ki_']h -

Monumential Mason 1
Tallow Chandle; 1
Cabinat Maker ; o : 1
Wool Sorter . . N . 5 ] ] -E . 1
Watchmaker 1
(ias FHier 1
Bakers i : .

Lace Mending ., i : i o i ]
Carringe and Motor Works :

[uial number of Workshops on Registe i







