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County Hall,
Newport, 1. W,
June, 1939,
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to vou my thirteenth
Annual Report on the Sanitary circumstances, Sanitary
Administration and Vital Statistics for the year 1938.

The report is in accordance with Circular 1728
ol the Ministrv ol Health and the tables are in the pre-
scribed torm.

The vear has been a healthy one and the amount
ol infectious disease apart from measles has been neg-
lizgible.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
W. 5. WALLACE,
Medieal Officer of Health.



Section A,
GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (in acres) 57,463
Estimated Population (1938) ... . . 15,74)
Number of inhabited houses (end ol 1938)

according 1o rate books ... 5,434
Rateable value f{llllH_,i'r.-}ﬁi
Sum represented by a penny rate L4360

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

I he area is mainly rural and the industries mainly
agricultural.  There is also a large Huctuating populaton
ol seaside and other visitors,

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE

YEAR.

Live Births— Total Males Females
Legitimate ... 182 95 87
Hlegitimate ... 11 b ]

Birth rate per 1,000 ol the estimated resident population
12.3

still Births-- Total Males Females
Legitimate ... & y %
[Hegitimate ... | | -

Rate per 1,000 total (live and stll) births—44.6
Tolal Males Females
Deaths ... IR i . 116 97
Death rate per 1,000 ol the estimated resident population—

13.5
Death from puerperal causes (Headings 29 and 30 ol the
Registrar General's Short Laist).

Deaths Rate per 1,000
(Live & still) births
No. 29 puerperal sepsis — —
No. 30 other puerperal causes — —
T'otal e — —
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Death rate ol infants under one year of age—

All infants per 1,000 live births ... 36.3
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births 22.0
[HMegitimate it illegitimate i 9797
Deaths from Measles (all ages) l
i Whooping Cough (all ages) Nil

e Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) |

" Cancer (all ages) 35

BIRTHS.

The total number of births was 262, This gives a
birth-rate of 12.8 per 1,000 living, the birth-rate for Eng-
land and Wales generally being 15.7,

DEATHS.

The total number of deaths was 213, giving a crude
death-rate of 13.5 per 1,000, of the estimated resident
population. The Registrar General gives a compara-
bility figure of 0.73 which makes a comparative death-rate
of 9.8 ; the death-rate for England and Wales being 11.6.

The causes ol death were as follows :—

Males  Females

All Causes SR i 97
Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers s =
Measles ... — 1
Scarlet Fever ... — —
Whooping Cough = —
Diphtheria — —_
Influenza 4 1
Encephalitis lethargica — —_
Cerebro-spinal Fever ... - —_
Tuberculosis of respiratory system .., 1 -
Other tuberculous discases — 2

— 2

Syphilis ...



General paralysis of the nsane, tabes
dorsahs

Cancer, mahignant disease

Iiabetes

Cerebral haemorrhage, &c.

Heart discase

Aneurvsm

Other circulatory diseases

Bronchits

Pneumonia (all forms)

Other respiratory discases

Peptic ulcer

Diarrhoea, &c. (under 2 vears

Appendicits

Cirrhosis ol Liver

Other diseases ol liver, &c.

Other digestive diseases

Acute and chronic nephritis

Puerperal sepsis

Other puerperal causes ...

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,
mallormatons, &ec.

Senility

Suicide

Other violence

Other defined diseases

Causes ill-defined or unknown ...

Diarrhoca (2 years and over)...

Special Causes (included above)
Small-pox
Poliomvelitis

l’:}lin{'n(‘r'])hﬂ]il_is

Males

Females

e

\j'j
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NATURAL INCREASE OF BIRTHS OVER DEATHS,

Year Births Deaths Increase
1921-1925 ... 2212 1672 540
1926-1930 ... 1926 1723 203

[Dt’ﬂ'!‘-ﬂ'ﬂjt‘
1931-1935 ... 1407 1429 22

Increase
1936 206 186 20

Decrease
1937 185 216 31
1938 202 213 11

INFANTILE MORTALITY.
The towal number of deaths under one vear of age
was 7. This gives an infantile mortality rate ol 36.3

per 1,000 registered live births, the rate for England and
Wales generally being 33.

Section B.—

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

(1) PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE
AUTHORITY.
Medical O fficer of Health : W. S. Wallace, M.B.,Ch.B..D.P.H.
Santtary Inspectors :—
H. B. Cullin, A.R.S.1., M.5.L.A.
F. W, Buxton, AM.I.M.C.E., M.R.5.1.
T. W. Robertshaw, M.S5.1.A., C.R.5.1.

The services ol Mr. A. Buxton, lormerly Senior
Sanitary Inspector, are retained in an advisory capacity
with relerence to inspection of sewage and other works
in the West Wight.
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1i SERVICES PROVIDELD.

a) LABORATORY FACILITIES.
There has been no change i these sinee my last

||*|mr'E.

b) AMBULANCE FACILITIES.
These are adequate in normal tmes and no chanee

has taken place since last reported on.

¢) NURSING IN THE HOME.
Home Nursing is done by the District Nurses ol the

various Iistrict Nursing Associations.

d) MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRES.
CLINIC AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

These are as described in |:rr='\'im|:-; reports.

(e) HOSPI'TALS.
A full report was made on these in 1930 and since

then no change has taken place.

Section C.—

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

(1 WATER.
No special difliculties were experienced during the

vear and none ol the .‘-'.Lll.'l!l“l.'ﬁ were restricted.

Bembridge.

There is nothing to report on this supply beyond
more adequate pressure on the high levels due o the
laying ol a short length ol new Gine main lrom the reser-

VOIr.



Brighsione.

The construction of the proposed new reservoir has
not yet commenced owing to difficulties experienced in
purchasing the necessary site.

Freshwater.

A new main was laid in Copse Lane,
Niton.

‘The new reservoir and rising mains were completed
during the year.
South Arreton.

A scheme lor the supply of this Parish was prepared
by your Consulting Engineer. This report has been
submitted to the Isle of Wight Regional Water Com-
mittee before being forwarded to the Muiusuy of Health
for approval.

i) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

At Freshwater a new storm water pumping plant
and main were installed and it is hoped that this will
lessen the flooding caused in low lying districts during
rain storms.

Otherwise no alteration was made in the systems
ol Drainage and Sewerage.

2. Rivers and Streams.
No action was found necessary to check pollution
ol the rivers and streams in the area.

3. (i) Closet Accommodalion.

Seven privy pits were abolished and 19 premises with
closets on the conservancy system were connected to
cesspools and 21 to sewers.

The number ol houses now connected to sewers in
the Rural District is 3,859,



1 Public Cleansing.

There 1s no change to report,

An Emprmrm:*m was shown n the reluse |i|}~a at

Yarmouth and Freshwater.

(iii) TABULAR SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF

THE SANITARY STAFF.

Total number ni'lns}l{:{rliunﬁ and Re-inspections made 5038,

Nuisances—
Number of Visits paid
Complaints received
Nuisances found (on complaint)
Informal Notices issued
Statutory Notices issued
Nusances abated

The Commonest Nuisances Remedied were—
Accumulations of Refuse
Delective Closets
Defective Drains
Overflowing or Objectionable Cesspools

Drainage and Closel Conveniences—
(In existing and new houses).
Number of Visits paid
Houses drained to Sewers
Houses drained to Cesspools
Water Closets provided
Pail Closets provided
Privy Pits abolished
Water Supplies—
Number of Visits paid
Samples taken for Analysis
Houses connected to Mains
Sewage Works—
Number of Visits paid

108

38

368
241

123

99
|

38

o7
74

460
103

27
| 84

21

440

23
98
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Construction and Re-construction of Buildings—

Number of Visits paid
Plans approved
Completed

Housing—

Number of Visits paid
Preliminary Notices issued

Dairies, Cowsheds, Etc.—

Number of Visits paid
Cleansing Notices issued
Contraventions Found
Contraventions remedied

Carbide or Petrol Stores—

Number of Visits paid
Contraventions found
Contraventions remedied

Bakehouses—
Number ol Visits paid .
Cleansing, etc., Notices 1ssued
Contraventions found
Contraventions remedied

Waorkshops (excluding Bakehouses)—-

Number of Visits paid

Cleansing, etc., Notices issued ...
Contraventions found

Contraventions remedied

Slaughterhouses, Fic.—

Number ol Visits paid—
Contraventions found
Contraventions remedied

650
202
150

1227
112

942
609
85

o
bt N BN |

142
29

]

1011



Meat Shops and Depots and Other Food Shops

Number ol Visits paid 107
Contraventions found 2
Contraventions remedied 2

Infectious Diseases (including Tuberculosis)

Number ol Visits paid 5
Number ol Rooms Disinlected )
Number ol Articles of Bedding destroved Nil

v Shops—

No action has vet been taken with regard to vent-
lation and heating ol existing shops but when sanitary
conveniences were absent these have been provided where
considered necessary.

v Camping Sites—
(1) The number of sites in the area which were
used for camping purposes during 1938 e B
(2) The number of camping sites in respect ol
which licences have been issued by the local
authority under Section 269 of the Public
Health Act, 1936 sy 19
(3) The estimated maximum number of campers
resident 1 the area at one time during the
summer season, 1938 ... ...4055
These higures do not include the organised holiday camps,
of which there are nine in this district, accomodating some
1,900,
vi  Smoke—
No action was taken during the year.
vii  Swimming Baths and Pools—

None of these exist in the area except in connection
with private houses.
vit  Lradication of Bed Bugs—

No cases ol infected premises have yet been observed
in the area.
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INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND

WORKPLACES.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors or

[nspectors of Nuisances,

' Number of

Premises i

Clecupiers
Prosecuted

| [ - | Written
. I'I.SPELI.IUHS I Nﬁii-:ﬂ'ﬁ
Factories with mechamcal
|
power - 26 ! P

FFactories without mech-
anical power ti4 14
Orther premises under the '
t Act (including works
ol building and en-
gineering  construct-
ion but not including
outworkers premises) 39 12

T Electrical Stations
should be reckoned
as [actories.

Total ... 129 30
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DEFECTS FOUND IN FAC

TORIES, WORKSHOPS

AND WORKPLACES.

Partienlars,

Want of cleanliness ...

Dvercrowdinge
Unreasonable temperature
Inadlequate ventilation ;
Ineffective drainace of floors
insuticient
un=uitabile or defective
not separate for sexes
11‘||!|1':' HIL‘II{'E“-.

=anitary |
Ve e ces ]-

t}ﬁrﬂ ineluding oifences relating to
Hom e Work nder thee
s=ections moentioned o the =chedoale
to the Ministry of Health | Factories
.'|||-.1 1|I||.Ilrh_'-'-lllhlll5 I-I.'Il]l"rl'lll ol t:IlI“rl"l_-‘i-J
thder, 1921, and re-enacted in the
Third Sehedule to the Factories Aet.,

1937,

i) 1|t-|.1_'l|l"|'*-

Toutal

Numher of
defects 1n
respect of
which
I'rosecu-=

Number of Defecta,

eferred

Fuounid, Hemedied. | to H. M. LIuTiE WREs
Inspeetor. | jpatiiuted
I3 13
I |
1 | - -
4 | —
[ [ — —
20 il

SCHOOLS.

The Sanitary conditions and water supplies ol these

are generally sauslactory.

ol children absent on

account

Weekly returns ol the number

ol mmlectous dhisease are

received [rom the Head Teachers, and lrom these any
unusual mcidence ol un-notiliable inlectious disease can

be observed.



14

Section D.— HOUSING.
STATISTICS.
|.—-Inspection of Duwellinghouses during the year—

(1} (a) Total number of dwelling-houses
inspected for housing defects (under
Public Health or Housing Acts)

(b) Number of inspections made for the
purpose

(2) {a) Number of dwelling-houses (in-
cluded under sub-head (1) above)
which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925 and 1932

(b)  Number of inspections made for
the purpose ...

(3) Number of dwelling-houses tound to be
in a state so dangerous or injurious to
health as to be unfit for human habitation

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of

those referred to under the preceding sub-
head) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation

2.— Remedy of Defects durtng the year without Service
of Formal Nolices—

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by
the Local Authority or their Officers ...

3.—Action under Statutory Powers during the year—

A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10, and 16
of the Housing Act, 1936—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect ol

which notices were served requiring
repairs ...

438

1227

591

602

10

130
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27 Number ol dwelling-houses which were
rendered hit alter service ol lormal notices-
(a) By owners

(b} By local authority in delault ol owners

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring
defects to be remedied

2) Number of dwelling-houses in which
defects were remedied after service ol
formal notices-
(a) By owners ...

(b) By local authority in default of owners

C.—Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of
the Housing Act, 1936—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Demohtion Orders were made

(5

Number ol dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders

D.—Proceedings under Section 12 ol the
Housing Act, 1936—

(1) :\:llllll}l‘]' '“I. Hlxl}élrﬁtl.‘ lenements or llllfil"'l'-
ground rooms in respect of which
Closing Orders were made

(2) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered

fit

| .—Inspection of Diwelling-houses during the year.

(a) 1. Number ol dwellings overcrowded

at the end of year

Nil

Nil

Nil
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11. Number of families dwelling therein 7

111, Number of persons dwelling therein 58
(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding

reported during the vear ... 3

(¢} 1. Number of cases ol overcrowding
relieved during the year ... 8

11. Number of persons concerned in
such cases i i

NEW HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR 1938.

Parish. Tatal. Parish. Total. ‘arish. Total,
Bembridee ...14  Freshwater ... 22 Shalfleet il
Brading ... 3 Gatcombe ... 4 Shorwell soa]
Brighstone ... 4  Godshill 2?2  South Arreton —-
Calbourne ... 2  Newchurch 5  Totland sl
Chale ... B Niton and Yarmouth Sl

Whitwell 3
Total 81

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(a) Milk Supply—

The steady improvement in premises used for the
production ol milk continues. At the end of 1938 there
were 27 Accredited Producers and 8 Tuberculin Tested

Producers in the area.

(b)  Meat and Food Inspection—

The additional Sanitary Inspector commenced his
duties on the Ist of January, and he has carried out the
inspection of all meat slaughtered for human consump-
tion. ‘The following table on the Ministry’s preseribed
form shows the number ol animals inspected during or

after slaughter and the number condemned.
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CARCASES INSPECTED OR CONDEMNED,

1';|r_|l-.-
g | Vows Calves| DN | Pies
s
Number killed (it known) 55 29 304 804 2031
Number inspected sl =ha 29 304 796 @ 2017
All diseases except 1.5 —
Whole carcases condemned : I I 2

Carcases ol which some

part or organ was con-

demned I 2 2 20 16
Percentage ol the Number

imspected aflected  with

disease other than 1.B. 1.8] 9.1 098 2.63 2.37
Tuberculosis only—
Whole carcases condemned I 1 o
Carcases ol which some

part or orgall was con-

demned ... O 2 — - 201
Percentage ol the Number

inspected  aflected  with

tuberculosis. .. 127 156 - -—— | 10.1

(e} Nutrition.

No special steps were taken lor the dissemination of
knowledge on nutrition, but the County Medical Stall
gives lectures to Women’s Institutes, ete., on this and
other health subjects,

(t) Shellfish.

There are oyster beds at Newtown Creck and these
arc in my opinion free from pollution. The oysters are
taken lrom these layings and marketed in Cowes, 1.W.

Owsters and other shell hsh marketed in the district
by the Mac Fishenies, Lud., are obtained mainly Irom

jayings of their own in the Duchy ol Cornwall.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS DISEASE.
SCARLET FEVER.

Nine cases ol Scarlet Fever were notified during the
vear, aflecting five parishes. All cases were mild and
there were no deaths.

DIPHTHERIA.

No case was notified during the vear.

PNEUMONIA,

Seven cases ol Pneumonia were notibed during the
year,

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

Two cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified during
the year and both recovered.

ERYSIPELAS.

Three cases ol Erysipelas were notified during the
year, all of whom recovered.

TYPHOID AND PARATYPHOID FEVERS.

No case was notihed during the vear.

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.

The prevalence ol non-notifiable Infectious Diseases
is estimated from the weekly returns ol the Head Teachers
of the schools.  These returns for the yvear show that there
were 42 cases ol Whooping Cough, 32 of Chicken Pox,
28 of Mumps, 12 ol Influenza, 232 ol Measles, 9 of Ring-
worm, and 16 of Influenzal Colds.
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DISEASES DURING

THE

YEAR.

Disease

Smallpox
Scarlet Fever
Iiphtheria
(includ-
ing Paratyphoid)
Puerperal Pyrexia
Pneumonia
Other Diseases gener-
ally notihable :—-
Ervsipelas
Poliomyelitis
Ophthalmia
torum
Other Diseases Noti-
hable locally

Enteric Fever

Neona-

Tolal cases
Notifted

Cases
admitied to
Hospital

4y

Totals

7

Total
Deaths

o
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NOTIFIABLE

DISEASES IN

PARISHES.

Name of Parish.
Bembridee
Brading
Brighstone
Brooke
Calbourne
Chale
Freshwater
Cratcombe
Codshill
Newchurch
Niton
Shalfleet
Shorwell

South Arreton
Thorley
Totland
Yarmouth
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TUBERCULOSIS.

The total number of notifications of tuberculosis
received during the year amounted to 19, including 3
translers from other areas within the Island, and 4 from
the  Mainland. In addition one old case previously
cured was re-admitted and one case which had left the
Island, returned, making the total number of cases added
to the Register during the vear, 21.  Of this number,
16 were Pulmonarv and 5 Non-Pulmonarv. At the
beginning of the year the Register contained the names
of 65 cases, making the total number of cases in the Dis-
trict during the year 86.  Of the 86 patients whose names
appear on the Register, 6 died (including one [rom another
discase), 3 left the Ihstrict, 3 recovered, and 1 had been
lost sizght ol, leaving 71 on the Register at the close ol
the year. Ol these 71 cases, 51 were Pulmonary and
20 Non-Pulmonary.

MNew Cases, Deaths.
No- [ Non-
Pulmonary i Pulmonary | o !
- —
5 ©
. £
M F AL F M F M F
|
Boaidvnder- 1 o | =] st Sl ) s s
I 23 33 5 Ty T I e e e ST EEt S B
‘:"_] 2 i IU 2 i = ] ] i — = i _.
10 ,, ,, 15|28 —|—|=|2|Y=|=|—]1
15 ,, 4 20 — —|— —|— |1 —|—|— 1
90 .. .. 25|5 2| 8|—=|= | .
95 .. . 35|88 1| 2| —=|—1— ) ey (.
35 o 43| 2t 1 ] — | — 1 2 2| = —
45 33 33 2D | 1 - | T SR == T o
55 ,, 5 65|l —| 1| —=|—=|——|—=|—|—
65andupwards — — | — | — | — |} V| —|—|—

Totals e (1B B 7 1 3158 1| 2| — | 2




OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

UCABES
TrREATEDL N rs it
Un-
Notified impaired

At Home In
Hospital

Visian Total

Impaired  Blindness Deaths
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