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AMBULANCE SERVICE.

Table XXIV shows for the last four vears certain statistics which indicate lI_If“ steadily increasing demand
and the _ﬂ;rn{:h below shows for l:.n.'h month from January, 1953, tw December, 1954, the mules travelled by and
the cost of the hospital car service.

It iz becoming increasingly difficylt to get volunteers for the car service and therefore on many occasions
hired cars have to be used to convey patients to hospital clinics. 1 feel therefore, that T must advise the Health
Committee that sooner or later we will require to make provision for more sitting case cars manned by whole.
time personnel if the Council 13 to meet the demand.

It has been decided to try out for an experimental pe riced of three or six months a radio telephone service
on the ambulances and if this proves satislactory the equipment will be purchased and it may prove possible, if
the sitting ambulance to be provided in 1955/36 is fitted with the radio telephone, 1o relieve some of the burden
on the overloaded hospital car service.

GEAPH SHOWING MILEAGE AND COST OF HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE.
Period January, 1955—December, 1954.

ER RS SR EsTIRRE R
1 4 5 £ B g B EgE ¥ EE F e ¥a¢
mmesce, i 7 2 54 83 s pE s ES 8BS RSS53 FEDELDE oo
17,0000 L6
16,500 L5680
16,000 ! Y 560
: \ 2 i
15,500 v £540
15,00k fl h\ b .F', ,{:.rl:!ﬂ
PN Y i s
Jl
1+, 00 L 4
: A 7 2
13,500 i - L4650
W AL/TN \ [a\l & |/ L4 k.,
13,000 » \I i I\ Fi £440
12,500 _{_‘f hﬁ 'l!‘ il.r' ll l“ j l|Ir rr ,{:42“
. A af * \ ]! 1 .
=l TR {. 2 @RV 4 £400
- 'l s i L
o ¥ 1L 44 \5{.' | B [ P8 e
11,000 +- 3 ‘r-' N £360
L L
10,500 “ L340
10,000 : £320
G, 500 L300
Mileage is indicarved thus . —
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TABLE XXIV.
Ambulance and Hospeinl Car, 1951-52. [952-55. 1953-54. | 195455,
Total Number of Patients ... _ e 1 MG,645 29,456 _|_ 5_5-,4-37 5 B 3?.7"3;4_
Total Mileage . 229,564 249,345 255,317 266,62
Average No. of miles p rp.u.u:nl ; 8.9 8.4 7.6 7.0

No. of patients carried per 1000 p-upulmmn 271 317 359 03
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The Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

The welfare of the deal in the Lsle of Wight is delegated 1o the Hampshire, Lile of Wight and Channel
Islands Association for the Deall  The County Council is represented on the Association, but in addition a local
commities has been Formed which acts as a sulscommitiee of the Associntion.

Included in the local commities is the consultant in charge of the Ear, Nose and ‘Throat Deparoment of the
Hospital Management Committee, and two former teachers of the deall.  The County Welfare Ofdhicer and the
Missioner of the Associntion are also members.

This Committes has been instrumental in instituting two lip-reading classes on the 1sland and also in adding
to the amenitics of the Club for the Deal in Newport.

The Misioner has kindly provided the following report :—

“There are now 4 deal’ and hard of hearing ple in the Isle of Wight, known to the Associaton.  Thas is
an inerease of 17 over the year ending March, iﬂlg‘” There are 22 new names and 3 have been removed (two
through death and three fr_:nlm_g the area). Most of the new names have been received from the National
Assistance Board who felt that the Association might be able to help and advise elderly deal and hard of hearving
Rnnp The only way in which the Association can help such people is by oceasional visits to their homes.

t many are able w attend the social elub or benefit by the lip-reading classes,

Arrangements were made [or lip-reading classes to be held in Shanklin and Ryde cach week.  The Education
Department has accepied responsibility for the classes.  The Association is making endeavours o publicise the
classes as much as possible.

The Club at 14a, 5t. James" Street. Newport, continues (o satisfy the needs ni'tlu: deal’ who meet there each
Saturday. They have been supplicd with their immediate needs for the Club and it is hu:_fed that more people
will take advantage of the premises. There is probably a need for a separate Hard of Hearing Club but the
organization of such a Club needs more voluntary helpers.

Church Services are held monthly av St. Thomasg's Church, Mewport, and tea is provided by the Bible Class,

Successful appeals have been made throughout the Island for [unds o help the Association and the National
Instituie for the Deaf.

There is an Isle of Wight Sub-Committee which has had three meetings to discuss the special needs of the
deaf in the Island.

Miss Kate Stevens of Shanklin, is visiting the hard of hearing people whose names are sent to the Seeretary.
1t 15 very helpful to the Association o have a voluntary worker who has had experience of the deal.

Ireal people throughout Hampshire were notified of a holiday which was being arranged in Bournemouth .
There were two from the Isle of Wight who were able to join the party and in one case all the expenses were paid.

There is no doubt that as time goes on more and more deal’ p«euple will take advantage of the holiday facilitics
as well as clubs and other provisions made by voluntary associations in co-operation with the welfare authorities."”

Handicapped Persons.

The Welfare Authority has not vet seen its way to prepare a scheme (under Scection 29 of the National
Assistance Act, 19%8) 1o make arrangements for promoting the welfare of persons handicapped otherwise than
by blindness or deafness,

Although the numbers involved are not great, the absence of such a scheme has cluded the Authority
from making contributions to voluntary organisations which promote the welfare of nl]!L:.w handicapped persons
anid from assisting in the maintenance of other handicapped persons in hostels connected with workshops for the
disabled.

METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR 1954,

This summary was compiled by Mr. . P. Corbert, M.A., from observations recorded at the West Wight
County Secondary School Meteoralogical Station, by permission of the Headmaster, Mr. L. Nichols, B.A., and
the observer, Mr. 5. L. Eglord, to all of whom 1 am indebued.

The Meteorological Station is situated in the school grounds—Grid Reference 338869, The instruments
in use are :—Wet and Dry Bulb Thermomeiers, and Maximum and Mimimum Thermometers in a Screen ;
Rain Gauge ; Sunshine Recorder ; Barometer and an Anemometer for ascertaining the wind force. A Grass
Mimimum Thermometer is a new instrument since September.

Readingz are taken at 9 a,m. G M.T,

{(Averages—yearly, monthly or daily—which may be mﬁ:rrcd. o in these notes are those of the Totland Bay
Meteorological Station which existed from |BEG-—1946, |

Wind.

The direction of the wind during 1954 was chiefly from the South West 54 days, West 124 days, and North
West 30 days. The number of days when the wind was blowing from the West exceeds any previous total
recorded in this area.  For 90 days the wind was in the less Favourable quarters, viz :—North, North East, Easi
and South East. There was a wind of Gale force during the night of Friday, 26th November, when considerable

was done by the sea at [land Coastal resorts. The wind alio blew at Gale force during the night of
Sth—9%th December, and was accompanied by thunder, rain, hail and sleet.

Calms were recorded on 25 davs, 5 of these ocourred in the month of August.


















