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It is easy to be wise after the event and now looking back it seems that the Health Department may have
been over cautious, bui it i within the bounds of possibility that had the precamions not been taken, a very
much larger cutbreak might have oceurrved in view of the extreme virulence of the virus,

I append a briel account of the outbreak :

Up to the middle of July, 1950, five cases of polionyelitis had been notified in the Island, two in Newport,
one m Byde, one i Shanklin and one in Chale,
Aren A.—Frestvaler.

On July Hih and 12th, two cases were seen, both from the same class in a junior school at Freshwater and
these two cases linked up with five others.  In the same class in the Junior School, was a boy who had a
history of being out of sorts and the Father and Mother of this boy developed the disease on the 10th and 12th
of August respectively.  Another case from the same school, but in a different class, was recorded on August
12th. Seven other cases in the Freshwater area did not appear to have any direet or indirect coniact with the
school but most of them, including a general medical practitioner, a grocer’s roundsman and a shop asistant
travelled round a good deal.

Area B.— Newport,

Cases soon occurred in NMewport, the first on the 20th July, having a direct connection with the School at
Freshwaler, in that for three weeks, a lady and her husband stayed in a house in Freshwater from which a
attended the affecied class in the Junior School and she hersell atended the school prize giving on July Gth.
The husband subsequently developed the disease on the 22nd July, 1950, An infant child from this family, as
hoth parents were in hospital, was taken to the house of the grandparents at a mill between Newport and Fresh-
witer.  She developed the disease on the 3lst July, 1950, An aunt of the baby, living in the mill developed
vague symptons on Awgust Ist and a woman who worked in the same office in Newport developecd ]mialﬂic
policmyelitis subsequently.  Further an BLACF, Sergeant on leave visited the mill and on returning to his Unit
om the mainland developed poliomyelitis.  Subsegquent cases developing in Newport had no demonstrable link
with the first cases.

Area C—South of Newport,

A lady lving i Godshill Parish became paralysed on Auguost 11th, She has a sster who was a near
neighbour and a personal friend of the first case in Newport 1o whom she spoke frequently before admission o
hospital,  The iwo sisiers met twice weekly, once in Mewport and once in Rookley (the mother's home) and in
the next door house at Rookley an eight year old girl was aken 1o hospital on August 10th. A further four
cases in this group have-a possible link with these two cases.

During the reminder of August and September, cases kept eropping up in other parts of the Island and in
all 52 paralytic and 38 non-paralytic cases were notified during the outhreak which, together with the five
notified carlier in the year, makes a wial of 59 paralytic and 41 non-paralytic cases during the year,  These
were situated according to Sanitary districts as lollows (—

Newpart. fyde. Rural Fistrici. Cotees. Sandveen-Shankii. Veninor.
) 2 34 15 13 5
As far as could be ascertained, |1 of these cases were imported cases, but to offset this, we have been notified
from the mainland of 18 cases who developed poliomyelitis which was undonbitedly contracted on the Island.

In view of the fact that, for every known case, there are probably five mised cases, it i probable that the
total number of people harbouring the virus in the Tsland was in the region of 500,

11 is perhaps therefore fair w say that the action aken by the distriot medical officers in advising visitors not
to bring children and young aduliz o the affected arcas in the Island was wise.

Luckily the disease, although severe in many cases, only caused three deaths in the Island and as far as is
known, one on the mainland.

The end resulis oo were remarkably good, and only seven cases were sufficiently paralysed 1o N;ﬂl.llre
wreatment in an orthopacdic hospital.  “This fact may be due to the early diangnosis of the disease with the resulting
confinement to bed in the very early stages,

TABLE XL—CERTAIN INFECTIOUS DISEASES WOTIFIED IN THE ISLAND DURING 1950,
ACCORDING TO AGE GROUP.

Age, Diph- | Scarlet | Poliomyelits. Whooping | Food
= lhl:lria.. | Fever. Paralytic Mon-1"lytic Measles Cough, | Poisoning,

Under 1 [ | i | = 3 7 =
I and under 2 — 3 3 — | ar 7 1
2 and under 3 — | i — — | 20 [} —_
3 and under 4 — 2 i | L] 11 —
+ and under 5 | 4 I — 17 9 1
5 and under 10 37 ] 7 182 32 —
10 and under 15 - 7 SR (R 28 | hadid -
15 and under 25 — 7 a2 In 4 2 2
25 and under 35 - 1 19 | 13 - — —
35 and under 45 1 e 3 1 — — —
45 and under G5 — — —_ Il 1 | | 1
63 and owver — = — — 1 = -
Total ... 1 T 54 +l 333 i i 5
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TABLE XIX. SUMMARY OF CHILDREN IMMUNISED IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT,

Uirban Districts. Bovough Districts. D":':,:‘J’L
——l—— —t— — Tatal.
Cranied ! i?ﬁ';nﬂt;: | Feminor Neware Kyele LW R,
& s ! : | R
Mumber born  in years [
as stated belew  and |
fully  immunised by |
31-12-50: |
1950 4 3 2 9 | 1 10 29
[§12 3] e #1 33 94 120 112 504
1948 152 96 | 63 200 14 177 842
1947 162 159 | il AL 173 i [ LERLH
1546 154 136 | 53 187 137 182 85l
e e R 238 703 579 709 3282
Total estimated  popula- | !
tion of children under 5 | |
at mid-vear 1950 ... 1515 i 876 | 345 | 485 151% 1347 7377
Percentage fully immun- i
iz by 51-12-50 36853 322 | 40.00 4 .6l 3.6 50,39 44 .48
Number of children born !
in 2—9 Age Eroup as I
stated Tully immunised |
by 31-1250 : |
Ages 5—9, re., born
1941 -45 728 633 1] 1141 HOT 771 4179
Ages 10—I14 (i) 323 258 1185 729 THG 4149
Total ... .4 | 396 1156 467 2326 1426 1557 HE2E
Total estimated popula- 2T
tion of children 5—I14 |
YEArs S 2177 1615 G4 2459 2457 2074 11600
Percentage of children
age 5—I14 years im=
munised on 31-12-50.,, G 11 71.57 49.26 95 36 38,03 G 46 60,92
Total number of children
immunized on 31-12-50 1954 1631 705 30D 2003 2266 1610
Percentage of children ;
under 14 immunized on
31-12-50 5.0 063 47 43,69 Ti.73 S0.42 Y 1) B 19
i | i

AMBULANCE SERVICE.

The ambulance service s functioning well and many letvers of appreciation are received of the excellence of
the service. Even the appearance of the ambulances with the beautiful County Crest have received much praise
and I have been wld that the more of our ambulances we send to the mainland and the further afield they go,
the greater will be the advertisement for the [sland.

The only complaints received duning the year were from disgruntled persons who were not granied the use
of an ambulance and it is extraordinary to hear people whe should know better demanding transport becauwse
1 pay for it in my weekly contributions™.

Table XX gives particulars of the number of journeys, number of patients carried and the miles travelled
both by the ambulances and hospital cars.  An increase of 3006 per cent in miles travelled by ambulances and
69.6 por cent by hospital cars shows the reason for the steadily mounting costs of the service and this will sull go
on, for development of hospital services, with special reference 1o the Physical Medicine and Radiography
departments, must definitely mean an increase in the number of E::Li:lllx carried 1o hospital out-patient depart-
ments.  Any one of us at any lime may mequire transport through the ambulance service 2o let this e remembered
when discussing the cost to the I::ﬁpu r; Bbuot let it be remembered oo, that public transport is stll available
and the ambulance service must only E: used if public ransport is unsuitable, for medical reasons.

The hospital car service is expanding at & rate cxceeding the intake of those public spirited ladics and
tlemen who give their services and cars for a sum which in many cases (where numerous short journeys are
made) docs not mect the actual running costs.  The service has practically reached its peak as far as drivery
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