[Report 1955] / Medical Officer of Health, Isle of Ely County Council.

Contributors
Isle of Ely (England). County Council. n 78027969

Publication/Creation
1955

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/mez4rfkj

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

1955.

ISLE OF ELY COUNTY COUNCIL.

Annual Report

on the

BUBIIC SHEAL TH

of the

Administrative County of the

Isle of Ely

For the Year 1955,
by
M. E. HOCKEN, wm.B., ch.B., D.P.H.

Printers:
Sharman & Co. Lid,
High St., March




Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2017 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b29498016




1953.

ISLE OF ELY COUNTY COUNCIL.

Annual Report

on the

PUBLIC HEALTH

of the

Administrative County of the
Isle of Ely
For the Year 1955,
by

M. E. HOCKEN, wm.z., ch.p., D.F.H.

Frinfers
Sharman o Co. [td
H:;‘J’l S, March




ISLE OF ELY COUNTY COUNCIL,

COUNTY HEALTH COMMITTEE

Payne, H. (Chairman).

AntHONY, T. W. NEwEeLL, G, W.
ARMIGER, J. C. NoORrRMAN, J. A.
BaxcrorTt, H. NURSE, W.
Baviis, F. H. G. OcGpEN, F. K.
Crang, J. H. Rowe, L. W. H.
Curston, R. G. SNEESBY, J. M.
Darpy, F. G. W. Tasu, H.

Frisey, J. H. TeesutT, J. (Miss)
Gray, A. F. WaLKER, H. E.
GRreEN, J. H. 5. WriGcHT, B. G.

King, F. E.
Number 22, Quorum 5.

Co-opted—Drs. P. H. FLoCcKTON, K. S. MAURICE SMITH,
Mrs. H. V. FAIRWEATHER, Mrs. O. L. IncrLeTrT, H. BURN
and E. J. WRIGHT.




Staff.

County Medical Officer of Health
M. E. Hocken, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

Assistant County Medical Officers of Health.
M. J. Dunn, M.B., Ch.B.
J- M. Mattaew, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.CS., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.

Chest Consultant.
C. E. P. Downes, M.R.C.P. (Joint appointment with R.H.B.)

Public Analyst.
S. GReEenBURGH, Ph.D., B.5c., F.R.1.C.

Superintendent Nursing Officer,

G. M. Sanpers, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V. Cert.
Asst. M. Harris, S.R.N., &.C. M., H.V. Cert.

Health Visitors and School Nurses.
(a)—County Council (whole-time).
E. CornisH, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V. Cert.
M. A. Daniers, S.R.N., H.V. Cert. (appointed 1/4/55)
B. M. GupceoNn, S.R.N., S.CM., H.V. Cert.
D. NieLp, S.R.N., H.V, Cert. (appointed 22/8/55).
E. E. Repueap, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V. Cert.
L. W. J. StepHEN, S.R.N., 5.C.M., H.V. Cert. (resigned 30/4/55).
E. T. TavLor, S.R.N., S.C.M.

(b)-—(part-time).
{Employed by District Nursing Associations).
C. M. BiarT, Queen’s Nurse, S.C.M., H.V. Cert.
K. M. RamLtoN, Queen’s Nurse, S.C.M., H.V. Cert.
J. ParrotT, Queen’s Nurse, S.C.M., H.V. Cert. (resigned 2/6/55)
D M. RUSSELL, & RB.N.; 5.C.M.; H.V. Cert.
M. E. Joynt, Queen’'s Nurse, 5.C.M., H.V, Cert.
G. WEBSTER, Queen’s Nurse, S.C.M., H.V. Cert.

M. M. SoutHwarp, S.R.N. 5.C.M., H.V. Cert. (resigned 13/9/56)
M. NurrtaLr, Queen’s Nurse, S.C.M., H.V. Cert.
(appointed 1/11/55).

M. E. PuiLips, Queen’s Nurse, S.C.M., H.V. Cert.
(appointed 24 /9 /55).



Staff—continued.

(c)—Tuberculosis Visitor.
E. E. Young, Queen’s Nurse, H.V. Cert.

County Midwives.
J. B. D. Benson, S.C.M. (undertakes part-time Health Visiting).
A. L. Guiver, S.R.N., S.C.M. F. MiLLaR, S.R.N., 5.C.M.

Mental Health and Welfare Officers.
V. E. WEBE, R. A. M. REEVE (Assistant), K. ARMITAGE (Assistant)
L. J. Rosinsox and O. WRIGHT (Part-time).

Home Teacher for Mental Defectives.
G. RoNEY.

Domestic Help Organmiser.
E. M. SHORTEN (appointed 25/1/55).

Clerical Staff
H. A. House (Administrative Offcer)
J. Grpson  A. MiLLer A, W. RoBotaam 1. R. Benson
A. G. Ba  J. K. Boon
0. W. SKOULDING F. A. CHRISTMAS M. R. FISHER




LOCAL SANITARY AUTHORITIES

Urban Districls
and Boroughs
1. Elv
2. Chatteris

3. March

4, Whittlesey

5. Wisbech M.B.

Rural Districts
1. Ely

2. North Witchford

3. Thorney

4. Wishech

Port.
Wisbech

Clerks.

J. E. WatKins, Esq. .

C. Dobb, Esq. ..
E. A. Littler, Esq.

H. Kewish, Esq.

N. E. Dewick, Esq. ..

Clerks.
C. Wickens, Esq.

F. Whittet, Esq.

J. Ford, Esq. ..

R. E. Dixon, Lsg.

. N. E. Dewick, Esq. ..

District Medlical Officers
of Health

K. 5. Maurice-Smith,
M.R.CS., LLR.CPF.

A, 8. Watson,
MR.CS., LR.C.P.

5. Governor,
M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O.

D. C. Logan,
M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

H. L. Groom,
M.ER.CS5., L.R.CP.

District Medical Officers
of Health.

K. S. Maurice-Smith,
M.ER.C.5., LR.CP.

C. Thomas,
M.R.C.5., LR.CP.

J. R. F. Popplewell,
M.R.CS., LR.CP.,
DR.C.OG.

J. M. Matthew,
M.B., Ch..B., M.R.C.S,,
L.R.C.P., D.P.H.

R. E. Crockatt,
M.E.. Ch.B.



To the Chairman and Members of the
Isle of Ely County Council.

Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour of presenting the Annual Report on the state
of the public health and of the welfare services in the Administrative
County of the Isle of Ely for the year 1955.

[ should wish also to tender my most cordial thanks to the
Chairman and Members of the County Health Committee for their
unfailing interest and encouragement, to all the voluntary workers
for their great help in various fields of activity, and to the whole
staff of the department for their good team work and loyal service.

I have the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
M. E. HOCKEN,

County Medical Officer.




Administrative County of the Isle of Ely

The Annual Reports for the year 1955, from the Medical Officers
of Health for the Districts within the Administrative County, as
submitted to the Isle of Ely County Council, in pursuance of Section
24, of the Local Government Act, 1858, were received as follows:—

% Area Date received Style
;E Chatteris .. i Report not to hand
al Ely .. . . Oct. 2nd, 1956 Typewritten
g March . i June Tth, 1956 Typewritten
5 Whittlesey .. .- Sept. 28th. 1956 Typewritten
Wisbech, M.B. .. Report not to hand
g Ely .. - - Sept. 26th, 1956 Typewritten
E ) North Witchford .. Sept. Tth, 1956 Printed
2 Thorney o 5 Aug. 8th, 1956 Typewritten
g Wishech . v Report not. Lo hand
Wisbech Port

San. Authority Report not to hand



STATISTICS, 1955.

Area of Administrative County (land and water) ...acres 239,950
Rateable Value 1/4/55 o b e L MieEs £350,888
Product of 1d. rate 1955 /56 .. — 21,384
Population (Census 1951) .. Lk s - 89,088

Population (estim. to middle of year lfjua} ............... 88,700

. oo § Legitimate 607
males 0642 '."‘Illeg'itimate -
No. of live Births in the year “ : -
females 695 Legitimate 654
:  Misitimate 4

Birth-rate per 1,000 population  _. ) mEEn e e VAR - 7 [ 1 |
=oaE Legmmate 17
Smah’g L Illegitimate — y
No. of Still-births in the year A2 - od
(f males 17 | Legitimate 14 ]
A | Illegitimate 3
Still-birth rate per 1,000 total births ... . e - 24.79
; males 545 | i
Total No. of Deaths in the year.... {femalcs ol - 1052
Death-rate per 1,000 population ... .. .. .. 11.86

Rate per 1 {mu total Births

No. of women dying in, or in (from sepsis = =
consequence of, childbirth | other causes — e
Total = -

12 j Legitimate 11

! Illegitimate 1
Number dying under 1 year old l 21

o ¢ Legitimate 9

.males

f{?ﬂlﬂl{'ﬁ [ I”{.g]tlmate P
Infantile Mortality (rate in legitimates 15.80\ ol e
per 1,000 Births)  {in illegitimates 13.16 / 15.71
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ...  _. e
i .»  Whooping Cough (all ages) . il
” ,» Enterits and Diarrhoea

(under 2 years of age) 1
England and Wales—

Birth-rate per 1,000 pnpulation ........ NI | f
Death-rate ,, O SN —— — Ab.3
Infantile Mortality-rate pcr 1,000 live births .. 24.9

Maternal Mortality-rate per 1,000 total births
10

e 0.64




VITAL STATISTICS.

PoPULATION.

The Registrar General has supplied the figure of 88,700 as the
estimated mid-year population for 1955.

Statistics for the past 10 years are given for comparative purposes.

1046 83,340
1947 84,450
1948 87,613
1949 87,610
1950) 88,462
1951 85,210
1952 58,000
1953 88,420
1954 88,600
1955 88,700
BirTHS.

There was a fall in the birth rate during 1955, the figure being
15.07 as against 15.68 last year.

The number of illegitimate births fell during 1955, being 76 as
compared with 88 in the previous year.

The births in the Urban Districts numbered 852 (385 males and
447 females), this being a birth-rate of 15.26 per thousand of
population.

In the Rural Districts the births numbered 505 (257 males and
248 females ), the rural birth-rate being 14.75 per thousand.

The total births for the County numbered 1,337 (642 males and
695 females), a birth-rate of 15.07 per thousand. This compares
with a birth-rate for England and Wales of 15.0 per thousand.

The illegitimate births in the Urban Districts numbered 56, a rate
of 67.31 per 1,000 births. Of this 56, 28 were males and 25 females,
giving rates of 72.72 and 62.64 respectively.

For the Rural Districts there were 20 illegitimate births, a rate of
39.6. Of these, 7 were males and 13 females, giving rates of 27.36
and 52.42 respectively.

Taking the County as a whole, the illegitirnate births numbered
76, or a rate of 56.84. There were 55 male and 41 female illegitimate
births, and this gives rates of 54.52 and 58.9 respectively.

11



ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS.

Illegitimate
Year Births
1946 142
1947 117
1948 102
1949 a0
1950 99
1951 71
1952 88
1953 92
1954 88
1955 76
DeATHS.

The death rate in the Isle of Ely has risen slightly. In 1955 the
figure for the Isle of Ely was 11.86 as against 11.53 in 1954. That
of the country as a whole was 11.7 against 11.3 in 1954,

The deaths in 1955 numbered 1,052, compared with 1,022 in
1954. Of these 1,052 deaths (545 males and 507 females), 777
occurred in the urban areas and 275 in the rural.

The birth and death-rates for the Isle for the past 10 years are
shown in Table 1. together with the rates for England and Wales.

TasLE I.
Birth Rate Death Rate
Isle of England Isle of England
Ely and Wales Ely and Wales
1946 19.03 19.1 12.05 11.5
1947 21.57 20.5 12.42 12.0
1948 18.73 17.9 10.85 10.8
1949 18.55 16.7 12.14 11.7
1950 17.16 15.8 11.42 11.6
1951 16.37 155 11.64 12.5
1852 16.73 15.3 10.26 11.3
1953 16.99 15.5 12.16 11.4
1954 15.68 15.2 11.53 11.3
1955 15.07 15.0 11.86 11.7

12
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Tasre 111.

ISLE OF ELY

1846
1947
1548
1949
1850
1851
1952
1853
1854
1855

Reglstered Births

Registered Deaths

1,586
1,822
1,641
1,625
1,518
1,444
1,472
1,502
1,389
1,337

1.004
1,049

851
1,064
1,010
1,027

803
1,075
1,022
1,052

INFANT MORTALITY.

Another fall in the infantile mortality rate occurred in 1955 when
the rate was 15.71 per thousand births as compared with 15.89 in
the preceding year.

Six deaths were due to congenital malformation, birth injuries,
etc.; pneumonia caused four deaths: gastritis and enteritis one; and
nthcr causes eleven.

TasLE IV.
INFANT MORTALITY RATES.
| England England
Year |Isle of l!'.lr.rI and Wales Year |Isle of Ely At Tales
1920 69.04 BO 1938 56.89 53
1821 B5.13 B3 1939 41.98 50
1622 80.4 M 1840 50.28 55
1923 83.57 69 1941 408.15 59
1924 5B.88 75 1942 50.56 49
1825 85.68 15 1943 45.88 49
1928 60.42 T0 1944 440 48
1927 64.01 Bo 1845 40.3 48
1928 58.04 65 19448 37.2 43
1929 83.3 T4 1947 30.19 41
1930 62.19 60 1048 20.86 34
1931 b68.11 6a 1049 26.48 32
1932 63.68 a5 1950 2T.67 20.8
1933 67.7 84 1951 28.39 28.6
1934 6B.59 69 1852 2T.17 27.8
1935 46.49 a7 1953 17.98 28.8
1838 60.29 59 1954 18.01 25.3
1837 58.35 58 19565 15.71 249
MATERNAL MORTALITY.

No maternal deaths occurred dunng the year.
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Prixciral Cavses oF DEATH,

Diseases of the heart and blood wvessels in:llu}h|5 deaths from
intracranial vascular disease remain the ]mm ipal causes of death,

cucmuumg for 54 per cent. of all deaths in the Isle of Ely during
14055.

The percentage contributions to the total deaths made by
the more important groups were as shown below :

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 19565
Diseases of heart and
circulatory system 36,63 56.22 5477 39.6 332 34.6
Cancer, all forms . 19.3 18.59 20.59 16.9 19.6 15.6
Vascular lesions of
nervous system 12,67 1:35.57 13.62 1
Bronchitis, pneumonia &

2 159 190.2

o

respiratory diseases 801 895 76 58 69 9.5
Violent causes ... .. 445 3.6 3.3 42 6.2 4.9
Tuberculosis, all forms . .52 07 1.99 74 e ls 19

The deaths among persons aged 65 years or over amounted to
77 per cent. of the total in 1955,
TUBERCULOSIS MORTALITY.

Two deaths were certified as caused by tuberculosis, both males,
being pulmonary and non pulmonary respectively, during 1955,

TueercuLosls DEATH RATES.

Pulmonary SR Total
Pulmonary

1936 3932 A47 538
1937 453 074 527
1938 204 147 441
1939 358 155 513
1940 447 138 584
1941 208 088 386
1942 189 105 205
1943 372 .06 432
1944 292 097 39
1945 235 123 207
1946 227 047 278
1947 308 04T 305
1948 262 045 208
1949 205 45 251
1950 181 034 214
1951 09 023 J13
1952 .159 045 205
1953 it} 023 09
1954 79 022 102
1955 011 011 | 022
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH AND WELFARE
SERVICES IN THE AREA,
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946.
CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN
(Section 22).

Liatson with Other Bodies.

The maternity and child welfare scheme remains unchanged and
continues to work well.

Ante-natal and Post-natal Services.

It is estimated that 1,032 confinements in the county took place in
maternity homes and hospitals. The number of combined ante-
natal and post-natal clinics was unchanged. The necessity of
holding separate post-natal clinics has not arisen.

ANTE-NATAL AND Post-NaTtaL CLINICS.

Littleportt = Marcht Ely* Wisbech*

—_— = e — e ——

No. of sessions.. .. 52 : 40 24 48

53 + 30 Pw | 15 + O PN 116 + 16 PN 115

No. of women who

attended
Total attendances .. | 195 + 35 @ 50 + 9 370 + 17 412
{Combined ante-natal and *Combined ante-natal and
post-natal c¢liniecs con- post-natal e¢linies con-
ducted by mediecal ducted by midwives,
practitioners.

The procedure for ante-natal care given to the mothers in other
areas remains unchanged, general practitioners continuing to hold
special sessions for mothers at their surgeries. One firm of doctors
in Wisbech has arranged an interchange of ante-natal reports of
visits made by them and the midwives, thus preventing duplication
of visits and having the arh’mt'u.,u of keeping the midwives in-
formed of any change in the patient’s condition.

It is noted that the number of general practitioners taking blood
specimens of expectant mothers 1s increasing and it is hoped that
this trend will continue.
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Infant Welfare Centres.

In July a new centre sponsored by the local district nursing
association was opened at Newton.

The clinics at Christchurch, Manea, and Mepal are the only ones
provided directly by the local health authority. 19 voluntary clinic
committecs receive grants from the county council. The work of the
ladies voluntary committees in assisting in the running of the
clinics, in the distribution of welfare foods, and in arranging the
social side of the clinics is of considerable help not only to the
council but to the mothers who attend the clinics.

Local general medical practitioners attend the clinics held at
Doddington, Friday Bridge, Manea, Mepa], Thorney, Sutton,
Whittlesey, and Wisbech; at the Wisbech chinie an assistant county
medical officer also attends. In order to encourage the attendance
of pre-school children at clinics toddlers scales have been purchased
in several cases. The clinics are well attended and the immunisation
rate of infants at the clinics remains high. Vaccination is carried out
by the local general medical practitioners at two of the clinics.

Health visitors attend the clinics regularly and give individual
advice to small groups of mothers. The lack of suitable accommoda-
tion in which most clinics are held makes the holding of regular
classes on mothercraft difficult.

Three ““mothers® clubs’ are held regularly and give added interest
to the mothers who attend.
Supply of Welfare Foods.

Thirteen centres are run in conjunction with infant welfare cen-
tres, while nineteen are administered by local shopkeepers or private
houscholders. To these voluntary workers 1 tender my thanks for
their work in this capacity.

During the year 1955, the following issues were made:—

National Dried Milk ... 55,668 tins.
Cod Liver Oil ... s 9,155 bottles
A & D Tablets sgs  lGE 3,361 packets.
Orange Juice .. . 44,332 bottles.

The distribution of proprietary welfare foods at infant welfare
centres remains unchanged.
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Care of Premature Babies,

The number of premature babies born at home during this year
was the same as in 1954 and there was an increase of 2 in the
number of premature stillbirths,

The sorrento cots have been in use by the district midwives for
a number of these babies.

The number of premature babies born alive at home and weigh-
ing less than 5§ lbs. was 21; of this number 2 were transferred to
hospital. 2 died within 24 hours, 19 survived over 28 days.

The number of premature stillbirths at home was 2

Prouvision of Matermity Outfils.

There has been no change in the present method of providing
outfits for mothers. Stress has again been laid on the fact that the
outfits will only be supplied by chemists in this county, on
production of the official form by the mothers.

Care of Unmarried Mothers and their Children.

The county council continues to make pro rata payments to
the Ely Diocesan Association and an annual grant to the Wisbech
Society for Social Service in respect of the services rendered by the
two social workers.

During the year the social workers of the Ely Diocesan Moral
Welfare Association and the Wisbech Society for Social Services
have visited and offered advice to unmarried mothers.

The number of cases admitted to maternity homes or hostels has
increased as compared with the previous year.

1954 1955
Cases visited e o g | o 44 45
(Cases admitted to Hﬂmes or Hostﬁls ...... 13 20

Dental inspection and treatment.

The provisions of the National Health Service Act, 1946, wil.
regard to treatment of expectant and nursing mothers have still not
been implemented, owing to lack of dental staff.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
Two cases were notified during the year.

Puerperal Pyrexia.
Eleven cases were notified during the year, all occurring in
domiciliary practice.
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Maternal Deaths.
No maternal deaths occurred during the year.
Day Nurseries.
There are no day nurseries in the Isle.
MIDWIFERY (Section 23).
Admuiustrative Arrangemenis.

The Isle of Ely County Nursing Association continues to act as
agent for the local supervising authority.

Staff.
County Council.
) o R E G [ s 2
SC.M: - Gl Wsy v 1
Total 3
County Nursing Association,
Queen's Nursing Sisters 9
SRN.SCM - 10
SL.M., S REAN & 1
S.R.N., 5.C.M. (part- t1rne] 1
Total ... 21

Of the 21 midwives employed by the county nursing association
all undertake =_fumml nursing and 9 undertake health visiting and
school nursing, 8 of these being qualified health visitors.

Housing Accommodation,

In the majority of cases furnished houses are provided by the
county nursing association of district nursing associations. A few
midwives have provided their own accommodation.

Fransport.

Cars are provided by the county nursing association in all areas.
The county council midwives provide their own cars for which the
appropriate allowance is paid.

Gas and Air Analgesia.

24 midwives are qualified to administer gas/air analgesia.

22 gas/air analgesia machines are available for use.

The number of cases to whom gas/air was administered totalled

430 (80%).  Of this number the medical practitioner was not
present at 547 deliveries.
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Administration of Pethidine.
Pethidine was given by midwives in 259 (449%,) cases, the doctor
not being present at 179 cases.

The number of cases booked by midwives, no doctor being
engaged either privately or through the maternity services, is very
small. Midwives continue to obtain pethidine for such cases from
the county medical officer. Pethidine for other cases is supplied by
the medical practitioner booked to attend.

Midwnves” Act, 1902—1936.

The superintendent nursing officer and her assistant act as non-
medical supervisors of midwives for the local supervising authority.
The number of midwives who notified their intention to practice
as such was 73 and as maternity nurses 4.
Summary of Work Undertaken.

Deliveries attended by domiciliary midwives:—
(1) Doctor not engaged

(a) Not present at delivery ... .. i
(b) Present at delivery ... g
—_ 1044
(2) Doctor engaged
(a) Not present at delivery ... 351
(b) Present at delivery ... i 105
— 436
Total - 5
The following medical aid forms were issued:—
Midwifery = e s s s 24
Medical practitioner engaged ... 73
Institutional s :
Total 07

Of the domiciliary confinements, 424 infants were being fully
breast fed on the fourteenth day.
During the year 114 mothers were discharged from hospital before

the tenth day, including emergency domiciliary cases who are
generally discharged two or three d: wys after admission.

The superintendent nursing officer and her assistant paid 301
visits, of which 148 were home circumstance visits made in
connection with the selection of cases for admission to maternity
homes or hospitals.
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Postgraduate Courses.

During the year the superintendent nursing officer attended the
COUTrse, tlr;.,'..llll'-utl]. by the Supervisors of “lll"ﬂht"H Association, held
at Bedford College, London. Three midwives have attended courses
orgamscd by the Roval College of Midwives, one at the expense of
the local branches of the College, leave of absence with pay being
granted.

In accordance with the instructions of the Central Midwives
Board, Rule G1, arrangements will be made for each domiciliary
midwife to attend a refresher course every five years, the council
being responsible for fees and expenses incurred.

In consultation with the local hospital management committees,
arrangements will be made for midwives employed by them to
attend  refresher courses, the cost of such courses being the
responsibility of those committees.

General.

The total number of confinements was 1,572 of which 1,002 took
place in maternity hospitals or homes in the county, and 540 at
home, the latter figure being 17 more than in the previous year.

Selection of cases for admission to hospital on social grounds
continues in the northern area. It is regretted that the hospital
management committee in the southern area has not carried out the
Ministry of Health's recommendation in this respect.

Use of Triline.

After further consideration the county nursing association decided
to defer the purchase of trilene apparatus for the time being.

Proposed Part II Midwifery Training School.

At the request of the Peterborough Hospital Management
Committee, the county council agreed in principle, subject to the
approval of the Central Midwives Board, to participate in providing
domiciliary midwifery experience for pupil midwives. No further
progress with this scheme was made during the year.

HEALTH VISITING (Section 24)

The shortage of health visitors has been and remains acute,
making it impossible to carry out the services adequately and
resulting in an added burden being placed on the remainder of the
staff.

The superintendent nursing officer acts as superintendent health
visitor with the help of an assistant. Six full-time health visitors
with one assistant were employed at the end of the year. In addition,
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the county nursing association employs seven qualified health
visitors and one district nurse/midwife, granted dispensation by the
Ministry of Health, who undertake generalised duties in their
respective arcas. All the health visitors undertake school nursing.

A further two bursaries have been made available by the council
for health visitors’ training, but no applications were received.

A health visitor was appointed for the Whittlesey area, occupying
the flat allocated by the Whittlesey Urban District Council. It is
felt that if Jocal accommodation was made available in other areas
of the county where health wvisitors are urgently required, suitable
applicants might be attracted.

The assistant superintendent nursing officer attended a refresher
course organised by the Women Public Health Officers’ Association.

Vacancies at the 31st December: —

March ... 1
Chatteris  ___ 1
Wisbech 1

As a result of the weekly visit of a health visitor to the March
Maternity Home a breast feeding clinic has been established,
mothers and babies attending for the first six weeks. The help given
is appreciated by the mothers.

Summary of Health Visitors” Work,

Number of home visits paid:—

Expectant Mothers. Ist visits . G bs RN
Total visits i S
Children under 1. Ist visits ... w1881
Total wvisits 8,207
Children -—5 years.  Total visits 11,5864
Other visits including visits to old people .. 245
Total wvisits .. 201,680
Total number of households or families visited h\
health visitors ein, T i s 5,208

There has been a fall in the number of home visits during t}m
yvear partly due to shortage of staff but also due to the increase in
numlm of school medical inspections necessitating the health
visitor's attendance at schools.

Uniform.

The county council decided to change the present uniform
allowance.  The new allowance is £45, to cover a period of two
years.

28




HOME NURSING (Section 25).

Swmmary of Staff employed at 31st December, 1955,

Superintendent Nursing Officer |
Assistant Superintendent Nursing Ofheer 1
Queen’s Nurse Midwives : - 5
Queen’s Nurse Midwives with Health Visitor Cert. 6
District Nurse Midwives 8
District Nurse Midwives with Health Visitor Cert. 2
T i
5.EAMN. s s 1
SCM. . SEAN. M B 1
S.R.N., S.C.M. (part-time) ... .  _. 1
S.R.N. (part-time) ... R 2
S.E.AN. (part-time) = = 2
ﬁ
Number of Vacancies.
Ely .. B 1
Wisbech S, 2
Manea /Christchurch ... 1
Summary of Nurses’ Work,
Cases Visifs
Medical — e 1,669 Medical . 30,512
Surgical .. w411  Surgical T 8,447
Infectious diseases ... 1 Infectious diseases 1
Tuberculosis .. 100 Tuberculosis .. o 817
Maternal comp lication 7 Maternal anp]lmtmn 54
Others .. _— Gl Others 1.507
Total .. 2,698 Total ... 41,138
Included in the number of general cases and visits are the
following:—
Patients 65 vears and over.
Cases — 1,036 Visits — 14,158
Children under 5 years.
Cases — 101 Visits — 497
Patients of all age groups who received more than 21 visits:
Cases — 407 Visits — 26,944

29



 The following patients have received visits for hypodermic
mjections—
U6 patients requiring insulin injections.
450 patients requiring injections of antibiotics.
214 patients, both medical and surgical, have been discharged
from hospital in need of home nursing under the supervision of the
general medical practitioner.

Franspori.

One car was sold during the year. The county nursing association
considered the general condition of the cars to be :atlafm_tnry and

recommended that no new cars should be purchased during the
year.

Uniform.

The county council decided to discontinue the present arrange-
ment of an annual allowance of £20, and agreed that expenditure
not exceeding £50 during each two year period be reimbursed on
oroduction of accounts. The nurses are given the option to purchase
the uniform at an agreed figure or to return it if they leave the
service of the council.

Accommodation.

Of the 27 district nurse midwives employed, 17 are living in
houses provided by the county council or district nursing associa-
tions, two in a nurses’ home, aud the remainder rent their own
houses.

The building of one nurses’ house in Wisbech has been started.
Until such time as a second house has been built the two nurses
will remain in the present home. The general position relating to
accommodation for nursing staff remains as in previous years.

The county nursing association has agreed that, for accommoda-
tion belonging either to the county council or the county nursing
association, a charge should be made of £48 per annum 1f
unfurnished, or £72 per annum if furnished. Where a dependent
lives with the nurse each case i1s considered on its merits. This
policy has been adopted throughout the county, apart from the
areas of two local associations where there were exceptional
circumstances.

Staff.

Shortage of full-time permanent stalf in Wisbech has meant that
the county nursing association has found it necessary to continue
the employment of part-time nurses. In the Whittlesey area resort
was had to the employment of nurses from a private agency.

One nurse completed the combined health visitor/Queen’s nurse
district training and one nurse her Queen’s district training.
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Bursaries for further courses of the above trainings were available
to suitable applicants.  During the year members of the NUrsing
staff have given courses of lectures to voluntary organisations on
home nursing and allied subjects.

Ihstrict Nursing Associations.

The district nursing associations continue to give valuable help in
the county. There are now four ““foot clinics™ organised by local
committees and In some areas additional assistance 15 given to
elderly people.  These voluntary committees prove a valuable link
with the work of the public he alth department.

Home Care and Nursing Service.

Twelve patients have been discharged home from Addenbrooke’s
Hospital to the care of their general medica] practitioners and local
district nurses. In each case a detailed report of the treatment and
nursing required was submitted by the home care almoner.  All
patients made a good recovery.

VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION (Section 26).
DIPHTHERIA [IMMUNISATION

The arrangements for immunisation have continued, whereby
sessions are held at infant welfare centres in the county. In
addition, arrangements are made as numbers accumulate to hold
special immunisation sessions in school clinics or on school premises.

Propaganda.

Each registrar supplies information of the births registered in
his district and a personal letter is sent to all parents as to the
protection afforded and the times advised for immunisation and

vaccination. "-;wual greetings cards containing information relating
to immunisation are prnhfl to all infants on their first birthday.

The health visitors and school nurses and all other county nursing
staff carry supplies of leaflets giving information regarding the
facilitics available for immunisation, which they distribute in the
homes or at clinics. Health visitors have a special responsibility for
collecting forms of consent and for completing records. ,

In addition to this systematic propaganda general publicity is also
given to the scheme h'r means of handbills and posters.

Medical Arrangements.

All practitioners in the area are afforded an opportunity of taking
part in the authority’s arrangements for carrying out individual
immunisations. The county medical staff, with the assistance of
health visitors and school nurses, attend specially arranged sessions
and they also carry out individual immunisations at the infant
welfare centres which they attend.

31



Records.

Completed records are submitted by the county medical staff and
general practitioners, and the latter receive payment in accordance
with the approved scale of fees.

I'he [irl]nwing table shows the number of immunisations carried
out m the various areas during the period 1st [: :
st January to 3

December, 19055, : ] 4 i

. .

f?n:f 1 yr. !2 ¥IS.| 3 yrs. iai VTS. !';_59 f?;?qlTatal B'ster

Chatteris UD. ..| — 17 | — — —n 1 i - 18 1—
Ely U.D. | 54 | 10 - | 1 22 ’ 1 9% 182
March UD. .. 64 ‘ ¢ | — | 2| 8@ | = |iog |aos
Whittlesey UD... 18 80 8 T 1 14 129 62
Wishech M.B, — | s2 ‘ g | & | — | v ‘ 6 144 155
Ey RD. .. .. 7 |02 | 7| a| — — 123 130
N. Witchford RD.| 5 | 34 | 1 | — | — 2 | — | &2 48
Thorney R.D. 3 10 2 — — 33 24 72 | 121
Wisbech R.D. g 1 as I ap o b aes gy ; 7| 10 21
TOTAL..| 45 (456 | 49 | 13 | 3 190 | 39 |75 951

VACCINATION.

eneral medical practitioners have agreed to be responsible for
individual vaccinations, either in the homes or at their surgeries, and
no special sessional arrangements are made. Vaccination is carried
out at two infant welfare centres by the practitioners in attendance.

All that has been already said with regard to propaganda and
payment of fees applies to the vaccination service as well.

During the period 1st Januvary to 31st December, 1955, the
following vaccinations and re-vaccinations were performed:—

under 2—4 5—14 15 yrs.
1yr. 1yr. vyrs. yrs. & over Total
Primary Sl 15 6 12 32 396
' 2 70 72

Re-vaccinations —_— — —
99




Arrangements m the evenl of an outbreak of smallpox.

In the event of an outbreak of smallpox, arrangements would be
made at short notice to direct the county medical and nursing staffs
to assist in rnpmﬂ with the increased demand for vaccination and
re-vaccination. If necessary, premises would be specially hired for
the purpose and the assistance of general practitioners called in.
The public would be fully informed of all steps taken to control the
outbreak.

AMBULANCE SERVICE (Section 27)

The service continued to be operated as hitherto with the directly
owned vehicles being driven, garaged and maintained by garage
firms, while in three districts of the county the voluntary organisa-
tions provided the service on an agency basis. Bearing in num] the
obvious limitations of a service organised in this way, it can be
said that little cause for complaint was given. Nevertheless, it scems
that consideration will have to be given soon to some revision of
the arrangements in the southern part of the county.

Conferences were held with representatives of the hospital man-
agement committees covering both the northern and southern areas
of the county to discuss arrangements for dealing with large
numbers of casualties in the event of a major disaster.

A further new ambulance was ordered and when delivered will
be stationed at March. Since the appointed day five new ambu-
lances, including the one at present on order, have been purchased
by the council.

The figures for the year with comparative figures for the previous
years are given below, and here I should like again to pay tribute
to the voluntary owner drivers who continued to assist in the sitting-
case car work,

Ambulances. 1955 1954 1953 1952
Mileage 04,931 87,475 19,480 91,940
Patients 6,029 5,806 6,780 5,7
Journeys 3,687 3,495 3,766 3,538

Cars (including work undertaken by the voluntary owner drivers).

1955 1054 1953 1952
Mileage 144,925 140,365 156,719 119,455
Patients 11,495 11,813 1), 565 8, 588
Journeys 4,100 4,058 3,844 3,437
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It will be seen that there is a slight increase in the mileage of
both the ambulances and sitting-case cars.

AMBULANCES
' No. of o
Ambulances Where garaged
ia) Directly owned: |
Wisbech Three Messrs. Denniss’ Garage,
Sutton Road, Wishech.
March Two Messrs. Peck & Packer, Litd..
Dartford Road, March.
Ely One | Messis. T. H. Nice & Co., Ltd.,
St. Mary's Street, Ely.
Chatteris One Messrs. Crawley & Crawley,
| Chatteris,
(b} Agency service:
Manea One Ambulance Garage
(Manea New Amhbulance School Lane, Manea.
Commitiee)
Whittlesey One St. John Ambulance Division,
(5t. John Ambulance Plough Road, Whittlesey.
Brigade)
Littleport One Private Garage,
(5t. John Ambulance Hempfield Road, Littleport.
Brigade)

Note: In addition one ambulance is stationed at the Isolation
Hospital, St. John's Road, Ely, to deal with cases of infecti-
ous disease and other cases in emergency.

PREVENTION OF ILLNESS—CARE and AFTER CARE
(Section 28).
THE CHEST CONSULTANT REPORTS:

The preventive measures outlined in last year's report continue.

The sanatorium bed requirement for the region has continued
to diminish and a reserve of vacant sanatorium beds has now
accumulated.

Current therapeutic measures, particularly in the field of anti-
tuberculous chemotherapy are improving vastly the long term
prognosis in this disease. It is now safe to say that there are com-
paratively few patients who, provided that they co-operate fully
with regard to treatment, remain infectious when treatment has
been concluded.

Unfortunately, there is always a small number of persons who
as contacts of a known case of tuberculosis, refuse to accept medical
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examination, which obviously hinders the ultimate aim of eradicat-
ing this discase. While the number of such unco-operative contacts
is small, it is not uncommonly thought that available evidence points
to them as the source cases. 18 1= to be hoped that as the efficiency
of treatment becomes more widely understood among the public,
the number of contacts refusing examination will progressively
decline.
C. E. P. DOWNES.

During the vear 53 patients were recommended for sanatorium
treatment, and at the end of the year 54 patients had been admitted
to the following sanatoria:—

P;lp'«'.'{:l"th Hospital, Cambridge 10
Nayland Sanatorium . : s g 10
Holt Children’s Sanatorium .. o i
Newmarket General Hospital .. 15
Kelling Sanatorium .. sy e 8

Bourne Isolation Hospital
East Dereham Isolation Hospital
Helen's Hospital, Ipswich . .
Saffron Walden Isolation Hospital
Hardwick Ilfh]'llhﬂ King's Lynn s 1
Fiftv-four notifications have been received tiurln" thf: year, forty-
nine of which were pulmonary and five non- pll]lTIﬂﬂ'lI‘}’

— T

Tuberculosis Visifor.

The tuberculosis visitor and social worker attended 229 clinic
sessions during the year, and home visits to 1,055 cases were paid.

Rehabilitation.

Two female patients were admitted and 1 male patient discharged
from the colony at Pd]'.‘r‘l.'l“!th Village Settlement during the year,
leaving a total of 4 male patients and 3 female patients in the
colony at the end of lhf: year.

Shelters.

Five shelters are provided by the council for use by patients living
in overcrowded conditions or under insanit: Ty circumstances.

Mass Radiograph Unit,

The unit visited Chatteris in March, Whittlesey in April, and
Wisbech during May.
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The following details regarding attendances have been submitted

to me.—

, Chatteris Whittlesey Wisbech

{"E:TT"E_'_F M [P [T |M[FR [T
General public 378 | 421 | 799 | 685 668 1353 | 519 | 78 1267
TIndustry ;‘_——’ — | —| = |7 = = |16 1086 2252
Special requests |
by doctors c— —— - - -— — | 24 30 54
Contacts e (S g () (e —|__3 % =
Hospital and __,- _'i_."-_ o
Nursing Staff — — — — =l == 19 54 71
School children 81 97 178 203 224 | 427 | 707 872 1,579
School teachers and '
domestic staff (] 19 25 17 37 o4 42 95 137
Other groups P (v A 9 6 8 i PER: [

MENTAL ILLNESS.

The number of patients using the council’s aftercare service con-
tinued to show a steady increase; 1955 shows a 28.59; increase over
the previous year.

During the year, in order to enable the officers discharging the
statutory duty of after-care to give more specialised attention to
the peculiarities pertaining to rehabilitation in certain areas of the
county, the duties of the mental health staff were re-arranged with
the result that they were able to devote more time to patients and
to obtain a better knowledge of prospective employers; this has
proved invaluable in the rehabilitation of persons discharged from

hospital.
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Social after-care visits during the year totalled 415 and the follow-
ing analysis indicates when the cases arose:—

Patients discharged from mental hospitals in 1947 . 1
" . . - - o 1OEY 2
' ' " i Fi s 1060 ... M
" i’ b b i s 1HBL: s 1D
’ ' ’ o i o 1952 .. 31
; . . . W, 1953 20
,e v ' ’ i » 19564 ... 68
' i " ' i . 1960 .. 120

Total dealt with during 1955 .. - - e 289

Cases closed during 1955 ... e . 96

Cases on register on 31st December, 1955 ... i e 193

Of the 129 patients discharged from hospital during the year, in
respect of whom after-care was undertaken, it was found necessary
for only 10 to return to hospital for further treatment.

OTHER TyYPES oF ILLNESS.
Medical Loans.

The Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely Branch of the British Red
Cross Society and the March Division of the St. John Ambulance
Brigade continue to supply medical equipment, free of charge, to
persons in different parts of the county. The items, loaned on
behalf of the council, numbered 56, and included a wide range of
equipment as required for home nursing.

DOMESTIC HELP (Section 29)

At the end of the year 57 home helps, all but one of whom were
part-time, were being employed and 232 households had been
assisted. The types of cases assisted were as follow: —

Maternity (including expectant mothers ... 27
Tuberculosis .. e . _ b
Chronic sick (including aged and infirm) . . — 164
Others e i s 36

The number of maternity cases has increased during the year,
but the greater portion of the time is devoted to the aged and infirm.

The service has enabled a number of persons, who would other-

wise have required institutional accommodation, to remain in their
own homes.

One case was referred by Addenbrooke’s Hospital for help under
the home care scheme.
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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE (Section 51)

The local authority’s responsibilities for the initial care of persons
suffering from mental illness and the supervision of mental
defectives are carried out by the mental health and welfare officer
and four assistants (two part-time), all duly authorised officers,
one assistant having been appointed duly authorised officer during
the year.

The council’s first full-time occupation centre was opened at
Wisbech in October; those attending initially are of high and
medium grades drawn from Wisbech and the immediate vicinity;
there are nine persons at present receiving training, but the centre
provides for a full complement of 24.

Meals are provided by arrangement with the local education
authority, the serving of them being carried out by the supervisor,
her assistant and a part-time domestic.

The four part-time occupation centres at Ely, March,
Whittlesey and Wisbech continue to provide training in basketry,
knitting, lamp-shade making, rug-making, stool-making and
weaving. The home teacher, in addition to teaching, in their own
homes, defectives unable to travel, supervises these centres with
the help of voluntary workers who assist in giving individual
attention and tuition to defectives,

Articles made by defectives are sold to the public, whenever
possible, at prices which provide for small payments to be made to
the defectives, thus providing additional incentive. The number of
defectives now in attendance at these centres is 60.

Particulars of the part-time centres (known as Blue-Bird Clubs):

CENTRE PREMISES DAY CHAIRMAN OF THE
LOCAL VOLUNTARY
COMMITTEE
Ely The Clinic, Friday Lady Brackenbury,
St. Mary's St. 97, Cambridge Road,
Ely
March “Oakwood Wednesday Mrs. F. Sole,
House'’ “Woodcroft,"'’
Youth Centre, The Avenue, March.
West End
Whittlesey The Youth Thursday Mrs. W. E. Morton,
Centre, 8, Market Place,
Inhams Road Whittlesey
Wisbech The Women’s Tuesday Mrs. S. J. Poole,
Institute Hall, 3, Wilberforce Road,
Alexandra Rd. Wisbech
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Summary of case work.

Cases investigated ... ... . . . .- 183
Removed to mental hospitals on Summary Reception
Orders (Section 16, Lunacy Act, 1890) ke 22

Removed to designated hospitals on Duly Authorised
Officers’ Three- Da}r Orders (Section 20, Lunac},r Act,

21 ) T v S S 32
Removed to des;gnated hGEpltEllE on Jmtlccs 14- da}?

Orders (Section 21, Lunacy Act, 1890) i ke 2
Admitted to mental hospitals as voluntary patients

(Section 1, Mental Treatment Act, 1930) .. _— 97

Admitted to mental hospitals as temporary patients
(Section 5, Mental Treatment Act, 1930) ..  _. et

Admitted to mental hospitals on Urgency Orders (Section

17, Mental Treatment Act, 1930)  _. L el 3
No admission effected ... .. . . 27
Transport.

Conveyance to mental hospitals was arranged as follows:—

By the mental health staff in their own cars .. = 118
By the council's car/ambulance service ... — .. 5
Voluntary patients making their own arrangements ... 33
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I

(2)

(3)

MENTAL DEFICIENCY ACT, 1913-38.

Number of ascertained mental defectives
found to be ‘'subject to be dealt with"’
(a) In hospitals (including cases on licence
therefrom))
Under 16 years of age w
Aged 16 years and over ... ..
(b) Under guardianship (including cases
on licence therefrom)
Under 16 years of age .. ..
Aged 16 years and over ... ...
(e) . In ‘places:ebsalely™ o 2 s
(d) Under statutory supervision (excluding
cases on licence)
Under 16 years of age .. R e
Aged 16 years and over .. ..

Total ascertained cases found to be "‘subject
to be dealt with”"  _. i e s e

Number of cases awaiting
removal to a hospital T 7T 14

Number of mental defectives not at present
““subject to be dealt with’’ but over whom
some voluntary form of supervision is main-
tained
Under 16 years of age ... ...
Aged 16 years and over ... ..

Total number of defectives (1) plus (2) ...

Number of mental defectives receiving training
(a) In full-time occupation centre

Under 16 years of age ... ...

Aged 16 vears and over .. ..
(b) In part-time day training centres

Under 16 years of age .. .. .

Aged 16 years and over ... ..
(¢) At home

Under 16 years of age .

Aged 16 years and over ..

41

ParticuLars oF MENTAL DEFECTIVES AS ON 1ST JANUARY,
1455,

M. F. T.
9 3 12
67 57 124
— 1 1
1 3 4
11 7 18
58 63 121
146 134 280
1 — 1
30 31 61
177 165 342
3 1 4
5 — B
6 4 10
15 35 50
10 14



II. ParticuLArRs oF Cases REPORTED DurING THE YEAR 1955.
(1) Ascertainment ', S P
(a) Cases reported by local education auth-
orities (Section 57, Education Act,

1944) . e e 8 3 11

(&) Other ascertained defectives reported and
found to be ‘‘subject to be dealt with" T

Total ascertained defectives found to be “‘sub-
ject to be dealt with’® .. ... 15 3 18

(¢) Other reported cases ascertained who are
not at present “‘sublect to be dealt with"’ — 1 1

Total number of cases reported during the year 15 4 19

(2) Disposal of cases reported during the year M. F. 7L
(a) Ascertained defectives found to be “‘sub-
ject to be dealt with"’

(i) Admitted to hospital 8 — 6
(ii) Placed under guardianship ... =, == =
(1i1) Plzu:ed under statutory super-
vision it Hh T 2 8§ 12
Total ascertained defectives found to be “‘sub-
ject’” to be dealt with”” ... .. .. 15 3 18
(b) Cases not at present “subect to be dealt
with'’
(i) Placed under voluntary super-
vision ST CL 5 — 1 1

(ii) Action pending ... T vad tmatas
Total (a) and (b) 15 4 19

I11. NumBer oF MENTAL DEFECTIVES IN INSTITUTIONS UNDER
CommuNITY CARE INCLUDING VOLUNTARY SUPERVISION OR
IN ‘‘PLACES OF SAFETY'' ON 1ST JANUARY, 1955, WHO HAVE
CEASED TO BE UNDER ANY OF THESE FORMS OF CARE DURING

16055,
M. F. T.
(a) Ceased to be under care ... .. 8 1 4
(b) Died, removed from area, or lost sight
B .o e s UEEE e 7 5 12

Total 10 6 16
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IV. Or THE ToTarL NUMBER OF MENTAL DEFECTIVES KNOWN TO
THE LocalL HEALTH AUTHORITY.

M. k. T

(a) Number who have given birth to children
while unmarried during 1955 .. .. — 1 1
() Number who have married during 1955 2 1 8

V. NUMBER oF MENTAL DEFECTIVES FOR WHOM TEMPORARY CARE
WAS ARRANGED BY THE LocaAL HEALTH AUTHORITY,

M. F: T
In hospitals of the East Anglian Regmnal
Hospital Board ... ... . . 1 2 3
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.
PROVISION OF ACCOMMODATION ( 28).

At the end of the year the plans for an old persons’ home at
Money Bank, Wisbech, were in the final stages of preparation and
it was expected that building would commence in 19506,

The council’s old persons’ homes, St. Mary’s Lodge at Ely and
Coronation Close at March, and the reservation of beds at Tower
Hospital, Ely, and the Clarkson Hospital, Wisbech, remained fully
occupied throughout the year. At all times there was a waiting list
for each type of accommodation.

Persons Provided with Accommodation.

On 31st On S1st
Dec. Recep- Depar- Dec.
1954 tions tures 1955
In the Council’s Men 28 19 18 29
Old Persons’ Homes Women 22 18 16 24
In Part-User
Accommodation Men GO 28 a2 62
(within the County) Women 83 10 13 30
By other Local Men 5 2 3 4
Authorities Women 2 14 2 4
By arrangement Men 5 3 I 7
with Voluntary Women 7 2 1 8
Associations Children 1 1 1 1
TOTAL 169 87 B7 169
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[SLE OF ELY SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND
Report for the year ended 31st December, 1955,

There were 236 names on the register of blind persons at the
A1st December, 1955—15 more than the previous year. 57 persons
were newly registered, 4 were transferred in from other areas, there
were 21 deaths and 5 were transferred out from this county.

The number on the register of p.uu ly sighted persons increased
to 53, 18 new names were added to the register, 6 were registered
blind and there were 6 deaths.

The new rates of augmentation to blind home workers (£2 15s. 0d.
to £3 for men and £2 5s. Od. to £€2 10s. ()d. for women) as recom-
mended by the County Councils” Association were adopted as from
the 1st April, 1955, Two women are receiving augmentation of wages
and one man until the 26th February, 1955, when he became un-
emploved.

The annual meeting of the society was held on the Sth June,
1955. Alderman J. W. A. Ollard was again re-appointed President.
The committee was appointed in accordance with the constitution.

The home teaching service with the two home teachers is being
most conscientiously carried out. Some consideration has been
given to a third home teacher becoming necessary, owing to the
numbers on the blind and partially mghted registers, but an
appointment has been postponed for the present.

(lasses for the blind are held monthly in Wisbech, March, Ely
and Whittlesey. We are grateful to members of the Rotary Clubs
for transporting blind persons to and from the classes in Wisbech,
Ely and Whittlesey.

Sales of work were held at Christmas time in Ely and Wisbech
with very good results.

Mrs. E. M. Brown, the senior home teacher, attended a refresher
course for home teachers at Oxford in March.

Miss S, C. Hammond, the sccond home teacher, who deals with
cases in the southern part of the county was given permission
to reside in Ely.

The secretary and home teachers attended a conference, arranged
by the Southern Regional Association for the Blind, in London, on
the 5rd May and the subject was Social and Industrial Rehabilita-
tion. Mr. Drake, Principal of the Royal National Institute for the
Blind Rehabilitation Centre at Torquay, a blind man, emphasised
the importance of training newly blind persons to use their hands
in the early stages of blindness by reading embossed type or doing
handicrafts. Another conference on the S8th November was on the
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Blind Pre-School and School Child. Miss Audrey Russell, the
B.B.C. commentator, at the same conference spoke on ‘‘How to
make visual events come alive to those who can only listen.”

One partially sighted man has been to Torquay for a course of
industrial rehabilitation and later received training in engineering
at Letchworth. One blind woman went to Bridgnorth for a course
of social rehabilitation.

The county council grant to the National Library has been
increased from €2 to £2 10s, Od. per annum for each blind reader.

The county council has purchased the premises known as
“Croylands’” at Ely to be extended and adapted as a residential
home for the blind.

The day outings to the sea on the 4th, 8th and 11th July were
again very successful. Five coaches were required and a member
of the St. John Ambulance Brigade accompanied each coach.

Christmas gifts of £1 were given to each registered blind person
living in their own homes and gifts to the value of 15/- to those
in homes and hospitals, 15 /- was given to registered blind children.

A number of Braille watches and clocks have been supplied to
blind persons.

During the year 42 blind persons and 26 guides from the Isle
of Ely have spent a holiday at our holiday hostel at Hunstanton.
From other areas we have entertained 79 blind persons and 25
guides. Two welfare cases have also been to the hostel.

From subscriptions, box collections, donations, miscellaneous
collections, flag days, envelope collections, whist drives, concerts,
Christmas appeal, and sales of work £1,927 Ss. 4d. was received
into the voluntary fund during the year ended 31st December, 1955.

CHILDREN ACT, 1948,

The Care of Children Committee set up in 1945 has continued to
be responsible for the following:—
(a) Parts TI and IV of Children and Young Persons Act, 1933.
(b) Provisions relating to Child Life Protection contained in
Part VI1I of the Public Health Act, 1936,
(¢) The Adoption of Children (Regulation) Act, 1939.
(d) The Children Act, 1948,
The children’s officer works in close liaison with the medical and
nursing staffs of the county.
Visits in connection with child life protection to children aged
5 years and under were carried out by the health visitors. .
‘Medical reports on children residing in the various homes main-
tained by the council were provided from time to time by the medical
officers, together with the statutory reports on boarded-out children.
Certain advisory visits were made to the homes.
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NURSERIES AND CHILD MINDERS
REGULATION ACT, 1948,

Four persons remain registered as child minders on H1st December,

18955,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
RURAL WATER SUPPLIES AND SEWERAGE ACTS.

March Urban District
The new sewerage scheme is now in operation, and it is hoped
the conversion of vaults and pail closets will not be long delayed.

Thorney Rural District.
The water supply and sewerage system works well. No new works
have been carried out.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938

RerpOrRT oF THE CoOUNTY INSPECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

FOR THE YEAR 1955.

It is the duty of the county council as the Food and Drugs
Authority for the whole of the administrative county to carry into
execution and enforce the following:—

1.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938,

(a) Sections 1 to 7 (composition of food and drugs exclud-
ing milk).

(b) Section 32 to 36 (margarine, margarine cheese, butter
and milk-blended butter).

Food and Drugs (Milk, Dairies and Artificial Cream) Act,
1950,

(a) Section 8 (prohibition of sale of milk from cows suffer-
ing from tuberculosis).

(b) Sections 9 and 10 (composition of milk).

(¢) Section 15 and the Milk (Special Designations) (Past-
eurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations, 1949 (control
of heat-treatment of milk).

(d) Sections 19 and 20 (prohibition of sales of non-design-
ated milk in specified areas).

Labelling of Food Order, 1950 and 1953 (labelling of pre-
packed food).

Food Standards Orders (prescribed standards for regulating
composition of certain food).

Pharmacy and Medicines Act, 19M1. (prohibiting advertise-

ments relating to medical matters and medicines).
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During the year the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, received the
royal assent. This Act, which comes into operation on the 1st
January, 1956, consolidates the existing legislation together with
gua axgvndmmts provided by the Food and Drugs Amendment

ct, 1954

ComrosIiTION OF Foop anp Drucs.

During the year under review 151 samples of food and drugs
were sent for examination to the public analyst for the Connty,
S. Greenburgh, Ph.D., B.Sc., F.R.I.C., Tenison Road, Cam-
bridge.

These may be summarised as follows:—

B s o o e e
Bread and Butter, Rolls and Butter .. —
Butter, Suet, Lard, Margarine ... ... . s
Cakes ... = G, Gt o RegEe
Cake and Pastry Mixtures . .. ... .. . ..
Coffee Essence . ST ROVt o W M=
Custard Pﬂwder i e e ey
Fish-amd BHIpS co seamgae angaren e
Ground Almonds .. o e e e s e e
Iced Lollies and Ice Cream ... .. oo
Male VIREEEE o i s pons i oo it i
Marshmallows: s mumr i G s gues s s
Pepper ... e PE R o ot o ST et
Sauce _.. . S R ST
Sausages, Sauh’lgc Meat Sk, LSRG
Soups; PUrees ... we = BN e Do B e
Sweets ... ... o B o o
Table Creama Table ]elhes

Tea

M1sce'llaneuﬁ"§

=i —

o]
Do oW T Q0 B2 T 00 S0 T L0 BD de D B BI BI BD BD BD e D =3

-

TOTAL 151

MARGARINE, MARGARINE-CHEESE
BUTTER AND MiLK BLENDED BUTTER

Premises used for wholesale dealing in margarine or as butter
factories are required to be registered with the county council.
9 margarine premises and 1 butter factory are registered.
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TuBercuLous MILK
As many samples as possible are taken from milk which is sold
to the public in a raw state.  Samples are submitted to the

Medical Research Council, Tennis Court Road, Cambridge. 36
samples were taken during the year, and found to be correct.

CoMPOSITION OF MILK

94 Samples of milk were sent to the public anaylst for the
county. 4 samples were found to be incorrect.

HEAT TREATMENT OF MILK

The county council is responsible for the control and licensing
of pasteurising and other heat-treating establishments. Two
pasteurising establishments, so licensed, were inspected from time
to time during the year and 29 samples were taken all of which
were satisfactory. In addition 30 samples of school milk were
taken, 2 of which did not reach the prescribed standards.

SALE OoF DESIGNATED MILK IN
SPECIFIED AREAS
The use of a special designation is to be obligatory for the
purpose of all retail sales of milk in areas specified by the Minister

of Food. A number of areas have been so specified in the country
but at the present time none has been specified in the county.

ARTIFICIAL CREAM

The manufacture of artificial cream is restricted to premises
registered with the county council, and the labelling of this pro-
duct on retail sale is controlled. No prcmmes are so registered and
no artificial cream has been found on sale in the county.

LABELLING OF PRE-PACKED Foobp

The Labelling of Food Order requires, inter alia, that pre-packed
food, with certain exceptions, must bear a statement of ingredients,
specified in order of the proportion in which they are used. The
Defence (Sale of Food) Regulations makes it an offence to give a
label or advertisement which falsely describes or misleads as to
the nutritional or dietary value of a food. These statements are
verified by the public analyst during his examination of samples
under the Food and Drugs Act. No serious infringements were
detected.

PHARMACY AND MEDICINES AcT, 1041
Nothing to report.

F. W. CRABTREE,
County Inspector.
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THE PREVENTION AND
CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Incidence.

There was a fall in the number of notifications of cases of
scarlet fever and whooping cough as compared with 1954, but the
notifications of measles were considerably higher than in recent
Years.

A full list of notifications is given in the following table.

Measures for control.

These continued to operate as described in previous reports and
close liaison was maintained with local sarnitary authorities and
their staffs, especially when an infectious disease showed any signs
of epidemic prevalence. The school medical officers and school
nurses continued routine investigations when cases of scarlet fever
were notified among school children, followed up, if necessary, by
field work based on the Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge.
Close contact was always maintained with the general practitioners
during these investigations.

Institutional Provision.

Cases are transferred from the northern half of the Isle to the
Peterborough Isolation Hospital, and from the southern half to the
hospital at Ely.

VENEREAL DISEASE.

Facilities for treatment of patients from the Isle of Ely are
provided at the Clinic, Peterborough; Addenbrooke’s Hospital,
Cambridge: and at the King's Lynn and West Norfolk Hospital.
The provision of these arrangements is the responsibility of the
Regional Hospital Board.
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Infectious Diseases Notified in the Several Districts for the Year ending

1955

URBAN DISTRICTS

RURAL DISTRICTS

|

f =4 "
g 9 g| 5
2l PolElaldl VB slelsslt
3 R R s | o) B |SulT
HEEIEIE L R L e B
O s|3| 5 s|E|l=2] BlE
= 5 2l S
= rd
Small Pox
Scarlet Fever 21 29 l{s2d13| 8| 2| 4| 27] 79
Diphtheria R ] R S I I
Enteric Fever
Pneumonia | | I8 42 | | 62] 4| 18 | 23 | B5
Cholera ... . :
Puerperal Fever i3 i
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TUBERCULOSIS.

Details of the Motifications received during the year 1955.
Previous years also given for comparison.
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GENERAL.

Medical Exanunations.

During the year 104 examinations of candidates have been carried
out by the council’s medical officers.

Staff 5%
Teachers S
Training college entrants 17
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