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To the Chairman and Members of the
Iste of Ely County Council,

GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the County Health
Report for 1925, this being my fourth as your County Medical
Officer of Health, and the first of the detailed Survey Reports
required at intervals of not more than five vears.

When one looks back over old records of the Isle of Ely, one
eannob fail to be struck by the vemarkable progress made sinee then
in matters of publie health ; deaths from Tubereulosis, and Zymotic
Diseases generally, are only a third of what they were fifty years
ago; almost the whole Isle has a pure and copious water supply
now, whereas at that time the town of Wisbech was the only
district so situated, and deaths from Diarrhoea are only a fifth of
what they were.  In addition, purer lood suppiies are now available,
Blind and Meotally Delective persons are better cared for, children
are better looked after both at the homes and in the Schools, their
teeth and minor ailments and many of their Infectious Diseases
are treated either gratuitously or at very little cost to themselves,
facilities for recreation are greater than before, Old People are carved
for by pensions, and Widows with fwmilies dependent on them are
no longer to be foreed to apply to the Guardians for relief; the
eyele, the motor, the cinema, and ** wireless 7 facilities have added
greatly to the wnenities of life in this distriet, as elsewhere, so that
various factors have contributed much to the comfort, happiness,
and well-being of its people.

For many of the advantages so enjoyed, the residents of the Isle
are indebted to the direct eare and forethought of the members of its
County Council.

With pleasure do 1 record onee more my appreciation of the
great help 1 receive from the Distriet Medical Officers of Health,
from my Staff, and from the other Officials of your Counecil.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

J. P. WALKER.
August, 1926.
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Administrative County of the Isle of Ely.

The Annual Reports for the yvear 1925, from the Medieal Ofhicers
of Health for the Distreiets within the Admimistrative County, as
submitted to the Isle of Ely County Council, in pursuance of
Section 24, of the Loeal Covernment Aet, 15885, were received as

follows :

Lrea, Mol ven ] OBy T e HERE P E Syl

% Chatteris .. ve, 100 Mix July 20th, 14926 M= prior to Printimg
é | [ L i .o D Beckett .. Moy 19Gh, 1926 Ty pewribben
;L Mareh 1 oo el Faason Aug. 12th, 1926 M5, prior to Printing
; Whittlesey oo I Harding . June Lhgh, 1N o Pruintaad
: 1 Wishech .. .o Dl HL Groom .. May Sed, 1926 .. rinbed
- Fly ., i .. Dr. Howe o May 10th, 1926 e Privted
é 1 North Witehford .. Dr. Stephens ., June 17th, 1926 o Iernbel
é Thorney . co Dy Clapham L. June 5th, 1926 i rinted
i Whittlesey co Dy Waddelow . Moy 276h, 19206 e bl
£ i Wisheoh .. o I, Gunson .. .||I|_'. Idehe, 146G ."ui.t11|:|.~'1~|'|irt.

Wisbheeh Port .. D, Collins .. July Gth, 1926 Manuseript

San. Authority

As lII'L!'Ir'iUlll-i]"I,.' 1Ji}illl.l.‘{i. ok l:}' Lhe Mi.ni:sl..l‘}', il I8 IIUlJljll that all
reports may be received not later than the end of April.  Although
“survey reports,” some of the reports are regrettably short, and
make scanty or no reference to lmportant sanitary matters
concerning which ratepayers naturally look to a strong lead [rom
their Medical Olficer of Health.

It 15 well to repeat adviee given in previous reports if the matters

written about are not receiving due attention.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

— ——

Below 1s a statement of the cost of the Isle of Ely County
Council’s Public Health Services for the year 1925—1926, apart
from the cost of the School Medical Service.

Salaries of Medical Officersand Health Visitors E:Lj‘ﬂl_ 1‘{%.1 ]{.1[}
Tuberculosis (Clinies, Sanatoria) ... o 4441 2 10
Maternity and Child Wellare 746 1 9
Yenereal Discase ... 226 8§ 2
Mental Deficiency ... 668 2 3
Welfare of the Blind 201 4 8
Establishment Expenses ... 99 17 4%

5974 12 104

liess amount received from Edueation
Committee for School Medical Service 495 5 4

Nett £8479 7 63

£ 5. d
Receipts from Grants, &e.—

Tuberculosis ... 3146 17 5
Maternity & Child Welfare ... 636 13 2
Venereal Disease 344 0 0O
Mental Deficiency ... 334 10 0
Welfare of the Blind ... 117 0 0
Miscellaneous ... 214 9 T

2

£4793 10

e
L=

Net Cost payable from County Funds ... £3685 17
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STATISTICS, 1925,

Area of Administrative County (land & water)...acres 235,073

Rateable Value ... ... £801.510
Reduced Assessable Value ... E451,368
Produet of a Penny Rate ... £1,8580 lis. 0d.

Rates in 1925 : —General Purposes ... Zs. 10d.
Education ... .o 1s. 104d.

= m E——

Total ... oo 48, Bid.

imales 35010

(females 88.470! 10450

Population (estim. to middle of year)
{ Lemitimate 728

\ Illegitimate 43 |

No. of Births in the year - - 1462

g | Legitimate 654 |
[ females 6! ke .
females h”1 llegitimate 37

{]I?:LIUH 771

Birth-rate per 1,000 ... 19-11
x : {males 529 =
Total No. ol Deaths in the year ...  fomales 448 - 977
Death-rate per 1,000 ... 12:79
e SR N B e { males 60 ) "
Number dying under 1 year old ... | females 36 | 96
Infantile Mortality-rate (per 1,000 Births) ... G5 GO
: .ag (in legitimate males... 82-41
ML IR o THER (in ilrugitimzl,tﬂ males 20930
T T fin legitimate females 5045
S thmsie il (in illegitimate females 5103
England and Wales—
Birth-rate ... 18-3
Death-rate ... 12-2

Infantile Mortality-rate ... 75
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NATURAL AXD Socian, CoNDITIONS,

The Administrative County of the Isle of 13 Iy 15 one of an irregu-
larly reetangular shape, and is situated to the north of that of
L.Lmlnnigualnw, its long axis extending from the north in a south-
casterly  divection for a distance of 27 miles, its createst width
being 17 miles ; it eovers an arven of 235,073 acres, or nearly 372
square miles, rather more than a thivd of the Great Fenland of
Fingland.

Excluding water, its acreage is 236,961,

For the most part the U{J-IIIIL‘,.- consists of neh fen land, deained
by the Rivers Nene, Ouse, Lack, and Little Ouse, the river banks in
many parts lorming highways between towns and villages, thus
forming the dual purposes of an embankment and o vased highway
Lo maintain a means of communicalion in wel seasons.

Provision has been made for times of tlood by two great wash-
lands, the larger one extending from Barith on the border of
[Tuntingdonshire to Denver Sluice in Norfolk, passing straight
aeross Lhe Isle of Lly for a distance of 13 I1I||l'h being nearly ||,1.|J'
a mile in width for a large part of its course ; the smailer wash is
situated to the north of "-"l.hlllh,-.l;j.., taking hmlnlu_w. wiber [rom the
River Nene.  From the time of the Roman occupation of this
Country, if nol before, big embankments were vaised to keep out the
sea, and sinee the reign of Elizabeth engineers have been at work
irom time to 1lJ|m making a number of artibeial cuts, and raising the
banks of the rivers, so that the fen-land which lies helow the high-
waker sea level may not be drowned, water heing pumped from the
fen-land into the the nearvest big drain or viver by a large number of
pumps worked now by steam, but formerly by windmill, power,

I':'l.'l,!“ T, IIII weel L0 H BT ilu i:'i. Hl!!fll‘l,ill“'.“i il!]ll“ﬁ':‘i.il!ll‘. Lo Ill,'l_:ll_'.L!'L"li
from the North to the South of the County except by boat without
going outside the County boundaries; ‘ill]ll]a.l.l].}, at times one
cannot walk from Whittlesey to Thorney except by going round by
Peterborough.  What was formerly called the Isle of LI:,, as dis-
tinguished [rom the County of the Isle of Ely, is an elevated
portion of land in the South about seven miles lun;__ and four miles
broad ; it includes not only Ely, but takes in also Chettisham,
Haddenham, Little Downham, Mepal, Stretham, Sutton, Thetford,
Wentworth, Wilburton, and Witeham, the |i]'g'hu;|; }_:{:rrt-iul'l of this
[sland being abont 122 feet above Ovdnance Datuin.

Besides Mareh and Chatteris, there are other slight land eleva-
tions, Lhe terminations *“ey,” or “ea’ (both pronounced alike
locally), denoting the lact that they were Islands, eg. llastrea,
Manea, Quaney, Stonea, Stuntney, Thorney, and Whittlesey. A
bridge was opened during the year 1925 at Guyhirn, shor tening the
distance from March to Guyhirn by road from 174 miles to 51 miles.



14

GEOLOGICAL FORrMATION,

These lslands, H}'u'l]uﬂ ol above, consisting wnnwlltmw of Chalky
Boulder Clay, as at Ely, purple fnjuliiﬂ Clay, and of fossiliferons
grave Js,  cont: lillill” |=-|nw of  the .|||th1|1li '|1“Il="| Cip the
hi!mnm il sl “\lnlli Clays, oul 1|| which the basin of the Fens
has been hn]l:nn o, this basin being a shallow bay of the sea coast.

Fen gravel, silt, and mud were then brought into this bay by the
tides, the materials deposited  heing brought principally from the
Lincolnshive and Yorkshive Lands.

The Oxford Clay is seen at the surface at Whittlesey and Thorney,
ab the former of whieh places the elay is mueh used in brick-m: L|~.Il|;_1

The bulk of the great fen distriet is composed ol beds of elay, peat
and gravel, being in omany places below the high-water level of
ordinary tides, and only 3 to 20 leet above mean sea-level.

The lowest Fen Deds are gravels of marine origin,

Peat rests upon the gravel, and as we .l|r]urrwh the sea we find
i|'||,1-1:-_.pl.|:«~| wl hods of silt or wae |}, One kind of which has beon called
“ buttery elay.”

It is caleulated that sinee the Roman Peviod in Britain this hasin
has extended seawards for o distance of 3 miles.

The peal 15, perhaps, of an average thickness of six lu el aned 15 saud
to contain near Fly at least five * buried forests,” or horizons, on
which stools and trunks of large trees are found. I,.mnl formed by the
peat can rveadily be distinguished by its intense blackness, and its
Hat surface, and by 15 nol containing any hedues o villages.  In
several places the de prh of the peat has been as much as 18 feet.

The * Droves ™ ave peeuliar to the peat land.  They are merely
carth roads, being passable in summer, but in winter t.'u,jr form a
spongy mass in which carts sink to their axles.

Sections of the land i different places (Skertchley).
1. At the 70th milestone, between Littleport and Ely.

ft. 1ns.
(@) Peat 1 6
(b) Sandy loam . 0—1 &
(¢) Kimmeridge clay ... Tra |

() Stone floor " (Septaria bed) 1 3

20 3
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2. DBriek Kilns, one mile West of Whittlesey,

ft. ns.
(@) Gravel ... e 1000
(f)  Oxiord clay, seen to S |
20 0
3. New DBrickyard, near Railway, Wisbech,
ft. ins
(@) Silt... 0
(b) Clay G0
(¢} Peat 0¥
(d) Blue clay ... 2 0
(e) Silt, opened to ... 6 0
15 7
4. White Lion Lane, March.
ft. ins
(@) Gravel ... o o G0
(b) Clay e 4—5 0
(¢) Kimmeridge clay ... 70
(d) Layer of * Clunch Stones ™
(Septaria) ... il 0 6
{¢) Blueclay ... TR -
32 b

THE INHABITANTS OF THE ISLE OF BELy.

The population for the middle of the year 1925 is estimated by the
Registrar-General as 760,480,

At the Census of 1921 it was 73,817, an increase of 4,065 over
the ligures at the 1911 Census, which, in turn, was an increase of
5,257 over the figures at the 1901 Census.

The births during the preceding ten years prior to 1921 had
numbered 14,994, and the deaths 9,492, an increase of births over
deaths of 5,502 persons, or an average gain of 350 persons per
annum, -

But the Census of 1921 showed the inerease had averaged only
406 persons per annum, a difference of about 144 persons annually.

What had become of the 1,437 missing persons ?



It is usual to account for the balance by aseribing the loss to
emigration, but although this may in a measure account for some,
[ think the greater part must be set down to losses during the
Great War, as the mortality figures given in Annual Reports applied
to etvilians only.

As was shown in my Report for 1923, the Census of 1921 revealed
many interesting facts relating to the population of the 1sle of Ely.

There were then 17457 private families, the average per unit of
population being 3-22,

The population of 73,817 showed 36,478 males to 37,339 females,
and that agricultural workers numbered 481 per lﬂﬂh males, !Iw
highest proportion of any County in England and Wales, whilst i
the Rural Distriets of the Isle, its rate was 661 per 1,000 males,

The people generally ave said to speak better and purer English
than anywhera else in the land, the eause of this being the existence
in olden times hereabouts of many monastie institutions, whilst the
absence of roads and the presence of floods prevented mueh inter-
mingling with dwellers in other districts.

Ague and Rheumatism were in old days greatly prevalent, the
ordinary type of the former complaint bemg quotidian.  Charles
lxm-n-h:'. in Hereward the Wake, says :—* The foul exhalations of
Autumn called up fever and ague, erippling and enervating, and
tempting, almost compelling, to that wild and desperate drin king
which was the Seandinavian's ap- reial sin.”  And in his Prose-TIdylls —
The Fens, Kingsley remarks that alter draining and cultivation of the
Fens, “ At IL!.I.!'-I we shall have wheat and mutton instead, and no
inore L}pime—; and ague : and, it is to be hr:pml_ no  more l:ruml}-
drinking and opium eating ; and children will live and not die.”

The Authors of “The l'vnlfm-im” writing in 1877 state that < If
dw-}n rate drinking was the special sin of our Seandinavian forefathers,
opium-eating—the most insidious of habits—is the Hlll'bl'!_.i Vi Df
their descendants in the Fens.” They feared too that “it was the
labouring elass who were most addicted to it.”

Nowadays such a thing is unknown, and only 5 cases of malaria
have heen notified in the past four years, and no ease of typhus fever
whatever; moreover, of 9205 deaths oceurring in the ten vears
1916—1925 inelusive only 25 persons have died from rheumatie fever
in the Isle of Ely, so that though the Fen Districts are reputed to
be very cold, the small rainfall +-r1_1u'.w| by them does possibly prevent
this lll|l!h]!|1" disease from affecting seriously the health of its
inhabitants. In the vears 1913 and 1919, the only vears for which
I have full particulars, whilst 3,031 persons ﬂiu] in Fngland and
Wales from rheumatie fever, or a proportion of 2-715 per [huuhﬁ_n{l
of the deaths, there were only 2 deaths from it in the Isle of Ely,
proportion of only 1009 per thousand,
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OCCUPATION.

The number of agricultural regular workers employed on agricul-
tural holdings above 1 aere in extent, as returned on June 4th, 1925,

amounted to
6030 males 21 years, and over
1611 males under 21 years old

1053 women and girls

Total 8694 workers.

Casual workers similarly numbered
1426 males 21 years, and over
614 males under 21 yvears old
2450 women and girls

Thus the total number of workers in 1925 employed in agrieulture
in the lsle of Ely amounted to 13,214,

At the 1921 Census there were shown to be 3,134 [armers, 710
farmers’ sons, &e., 450 gardeneis, 337 [arm bailitts, 8,960 agricultural
labourers, 2005 domestie servants, 1156 raillway workers, 113 clay,
&e., pit workers, 361 makers of brick and }‘JL-HE-H HHY L"ll.l:ili"l!t"]:-,
laboure g, 962 pea and fruit pickers, 130 printers, Inmhlnn{iuh, &e.,
and 115 agricultural machine drivers, &c., &e.

On the whole, there is not much poverty in the Isle, such as is so
often seen elsewhere, and unemployment igures are not high.

Still, as the new Sugar Beet Factory at ISy discharged a large
number u’r hands at one time, it is to be hoped that the new process
of sugar manulacture may be successful, so that a whole year's
muploymmn. may he found there for a small number of workers,
rather than a few months' employment for a larger number of hands.

The following details show the disposition of the lands and the
number of live stock in the County :—

In 1925 there were 208 632 acres under crops and grass (excluding
rough grazings of 590 acres), divided thus:

ACros.
Arable land... ... 164,719
Permanent grass, for hay... v 12,170

do. not for hay ... v 91,743



The acres were sel out as follows :

Wheat ... ... o .. .. 46,886
Barvley .. 18,192
Oats... ... 17,6563
Mixed comrmn... ada
Rye ... i 1,727
3eans 4,902
Peas 9412
Potatoes ... e 33667
Turnips and Swedes Hs82
Mangolds ... ce 0,618
Cabbage for fodder, Kohl-rabi, and rape 430
Vetches or tares ... 6GO3
Lucerne ... 302
Small fruit ... ih,193
Orchards ... ... 5631
Clover and RTN. Grasses for hay 5,604
Clover and RTN. Grasses not for hay ... 917
Other crops v 12948
Bare fallow. .. s A0

The Isle of Elv had nearly 5,800 acres under sugar beel, the great
bulk being in the South, there being a Sugar "actory now at Ely.
The better prices ruling for wheat doubtiess led farmers to sow as
much wheat as possible, 2,164 morve acres being sown with wheat
than in 1924, whilst 2,400 fewer acres were devoled to the
cultivation of oals,

As regards potatoes, 5,020 more acres were planted 1 1925 than
o the |i|'m‘im|:-a year.

OFf mustard for seed, there were 2,532 acres under enltivation :
1991 aeres of earrots, also, were grown here, so that mustand for
seed in the Isle of |'l|_‘.' amounted to over 11 per eent. ol the whole
amount grown for Encland and Wales, whilst earrots amounted to
over 24 per cent.  The acreage under small fruit constituted 6,193
acres, or 94 per cent. of the total for Fngland and Wales.
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The Live Stock in the County in 1925 is enumerated in the
following Table.

Horses—
For agriculture . 11,162
Stallions 92
Others, 1 year and over 2 5584
Under 1 year 943
Other horses 1,297

Total horses 16,078

Cattle—
Cows in milk 5,458
Cows in ealf ... 859
Heifers in calf 1,418
Bulls 242
Others, 2 and over 5,851
1 and under 2 5,230
Under 1 year 5,450

Total cattle 24,568

Sheep—
Fwes . i 2 750
Rams and Ram Lambs 67
Others, 1 and over 3,314
Under 1 year 3,421

Total sheep 9,552

Pigs—
Sows 3,871
Boars 289
Other pigs .. 34,034

Total pigs .3;3,1514
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VITAL STATISTICS.

POPULATIONS.

The estimated |‘m|1li||.1.1 ions of the County from 1921 onwards have
been 73,642, 74,653, 75,250, 76,070, and 76,450,

BIRTH-RATE,

The numbers of births in the County similarly have been 1,621,
1,572, 1,510, 1,427, and 1,462, with corresponding rates per thousand
of 22-01, 21- ﬂh 20003, l‘i.rj anil !‘J' Il eompared with rates for
England and Wales of 22-4, 20-6, 19-7, 185, and 18-3.

These figures show a constantly tiUL:I'GH.-HII'I,L rate for England and
Wales, and also for the lsle of Ely, except in 1925, for the County.

There is no doubt but that contraceptive methods are the main
cause of this diminution in the birth-rate. A Birth Control Clinie
has been established at the Fitzroy Hall, Wellington Street,
Cambridge, and some Isle of Ely residents have attended it,

DEATH-RATES.

The deaths have varied largely with the seasons, from 1921
onwards they numbered 594, 901, 924, 872, and 997 for the year
1925.

The death-rate per 1,000 of population were similarly 12-14, 12-06,
1227, 1146, and 12-77 for 1925, compared with the following figures
for England and Wales, viz, 121, 129, 116, 122, and 12:2
respectively.

[t must be remembered that the Isle of Ely figures are
uncorrected figures, and that when standardised by the lactor for
correction, (a hgure not yet received [rom the Registrar General, and
arvived at alter consideration of the figures ascertained at the 1921
Census of the Isle of Ely), these Isle rates would be much lower
than those for Eogland and Wales. ~ We have, however, received
these figures for several Isle Distriets, and the results show that the
corrected death-rate for Wisheeh Dorough s 1172 (instend of 14-583),
and for ly Rural Distriet 7-82 (instead of 10-58), and for the
Wishech Rural Distriet the eorrection reduees the death-rate from
1128 to 10-17 por thousand of population.



INFANTILE DEATH-RATES.

The infantile deaths, from 1921 onwards, have heen 131, 95, 96
84, and 96 respectively, and the rates 5513, 604, 63-57 55856, and
G566 uump:mwl with the following figures for England and Wales
83, 77, G4, 75, and 75. Whilst the improvement is great in the
County, there is still room for further progress, and it behoves us to
continue our efforts in Pre-natal and Maternity and Child Welfare
Work to reduce these figures still further.

DEATH FROM XYMOTIC DISRASES.

The deaths from Enteric Fever from 1921 onwards have been as
follows 1, 1, 0, 0, and 1, total 3 in five years,

No deaths have ocenrred from Smallpox.

The deaths from Measles have been respectively 0, 5, 4, 6, and 1,
or 16 in five vears.

The deaths from Searlet Fever have been 5 1,0, 1, and 2, or 9 in
five years.

The deaths [rom Whooping Cough have numbered 2, 8, 7, 9, and
16, or 42 in five years.

The deaths from Diphtheria have amounted to 2, 1, 1, 7, and 11
respectively, or 22 in the five years.

The deaths from Influenza have been 17, 40, 22 40, and 23, o
142 in the five vears, or an average of 23-4 deaths per annum.  This
compres wilth o total of 329 :16!.1‘[1-: in tho p]l’(['lll]l" live- w.u.uh
period 1916—1920, or an average of 635 deaths per annum, that
period ineluding the record vear of 1918 when 218 persons died in
the Isle from Influenza.

The deaths fromm Encephalitis Lethargica have numbered 1, 0, 3,
0, and 3, or 7 in the five years

Meningococeal Meningitis, or Cerebrospinal Meningitis, often ealled
“ Spotted Fever,” was responsible for 2, 0, 0, 1, an{i | deaths, or a
total of 4 in the five years,

DEATHS FroM TUBERCULOSIS.
Deaths from Tuberculosis in 1920 numbered 61, 45 being from

Pulmonary Phthisis, or Consumption as it is pupuiall_'{.' termed, and
L6 from other forius of Tuberculosis,
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The deaths from Conswmption were 9 more than in the preceding
yvear, whilst the other tubercular deaths were the same in number.

Peaths feom Peaths from Total Deaths
Year Mubmonary [(iber Forms of Fronm
Tuberenlosis | Tuberenlosis | Tabereulosis
|

1912, . - G [ 18 [ 84
1913.. % O | [ K4 Tl
1914. . i 41 , 22 66
1915, . -, o | 12 | (iE ]
1916. . o S0 [ 1i 06
1917 . . A | 73 20 a3
1918, . T £ 10 TE
1919. . . (& 14 | 74
1980, . br2 hi 11 it
1921, . 3 it 19 ' 78
1922, , " 50 : 105 (17
1923. . ek i1 ) hs
1924 ., . o b 1 I i Ha
Average in pre- . | . -
I‘l.'!fli'l'l,"_I 13 .\jlpﬂr__‘l aleh I 1 71
The vear 1925 45 16 61

The number of deaths from Pulmonary Tubereulosis from 1921
1925 mmelusive was 220, and from other fm ms of Tuberculosis, B4, o
a total in the five vears of 304, an average of over G0 per annum.

Compared with the preceding five-yearly period, where the
numbers were 325 and 77 respectively, giving an averace of 581 deaths
per annum ; this is an improvement of over 20 deaths per annum,
almost entively due, however, to the lessened deaths from Con-
sumption.

DEaTis rFrom CANCER.

The deaths from Cancer, or other malignant disease, numbered
from 1921 onwards —103, 104, 136, 119 and 126 respectively, or an
Il.‘l."l,':l"gl'rl‘ l!:}E I ]? ﬁ].[!:l;.l;ll!-} !“l_l‘ HERRARARAN

Compared with the preceding live-yvearly period, this 1s an increase
of three per annum ; it may be even be doubted if this ean rightly
be called an inerease I'Ijll‘aliit*llt!” that the population 1s now con-
siderably greater than during or just after the War In'l‘ithl for in
1914 the estimate lor the population at the mid-year was 71,580,
whereas in 1925 the estimated |u|]:u| wion was Ti, l"&ﬂ an increase of
4,00 Persons.

OFf the total of 977 deaths from all eauses, 291 persons were aged
73 years or more, or nearly 30 per cent. had reached that advanced

age.
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METEOROLOGY.

By the kindness of the Hon. Anna Jane Pec thover, [ am able to
state [rom her records at Wishech thalt the rn.m.lluum shade tem-
perature for the year 1925 was 91° K. on July 22o0d, and the
minimum shade temperabure was 20° F. on December 5th and
December 16th.

The lowest day temperature was 28° F. on December 4th, and the
highest night temperature was 66° F. on July 23rd.

The rainfall was as follows :—

Inches.,
January 0-77
February 179
Mareh . .. 1-11
April ... 1-49
May ... 246
June ... 0-25
July ... 2-32
August 2-56
September . i 2-35
October 2-38
November ... 166
December . 195

Total rawmfall during the JLHJ 2109 wmches.

The heaviest fall was 1'09 inches on May 23rd, and there were
167 days on which ‘01 inch (or more) of rain fell.

During the four years covered by the Annual Reports which ]
have issued, 1922—1925, there have been on an average 173 days
each year on which ‘0L inch (or more) of vain fell, the average rain-
fall being 24°15 inches, the greatest amount falling in one d; ay heing
167 inches on July 2lst, 1923. The average fall agrees with
similar observations made from 1861 - 1875, when the average [all
was 24-23 inches.

The highest shade temperature recorded here in the four years
1921-—1925 was 95° F. on July 12th, 1923, and the lowest 18° F. on
February Gth, 1922,

250 years ago John Speed, in ““The Theatre of the Empire of
Great DBritain,” wrote of the climate of Cambridgeshive: * This
provinee is not large, nor for air greatly to be liked, having the Fens
so spread upon her north that they infect the air far into the rost.”

It is concluded from this and other writers that before the Fens
were drained fogs were very prevalent, and it is said that 50 or 90 years
ago the summer wornings were almost always foggy, whereas they are
seldom so now, one giwl} cause ol the improvement being the
improved nirmlmf__t* and cultivation of the land, and the consequent
higher temperature of the soil through solar intluence and the
percolation of warm rain. The evaporation which produces coldness

18, probably, less than formerly.
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Miller and Skertehloy, writing in 1878 of the elimate of the Fen-
land, state :—* We beliove that the mhabitants of the Fens-——at the
present day—enjoy as sunny skies, as beautiful star-lit nights, and
as magnificent cloudseapes as any people in England.”

[t is generally considered elsowhero that the Fon district is very
cold ; true, the district is httle sheltored [rom winds wherever they
como [rom, owing to the absence of trees, but ecomparative meteoro-
logy from past records shows that the monthly mean temperature of
the air was 4917 F. at Wisbeech when it was only 50-2° F. al
Osborne, whilst the lowest monthly mean was 37-9° K. in January at
Wishech, when it was 40-4” at Oshorne in the [sle of Wight. Again,
the monthly means of Daly Hange of Temporature averaged 1547 at
Wisbech, compared with 153" at Osborne.

SAMPLES OF FOOD AND DRUGS TAKEN IN 1925,

The saples taken during the year numbered 177, of which 56
were taken formally, and 121 informally.

Out of 66 samples of milk (47 of which were taken formally), four
proved to be below the normal standard.

In one case analysis showed 12 per cent. of added water, but as
this was an informal sample no action could be taken. A subsequent
sample, taken formally, was quite up to standard.

[ another case, a sample proved to be delicient in milk fat to the
extent of 11 per cent. The vendor was cautioned.

I a third ease, a sample proved to be deficient in milk fat to the
extent of 16 per cent.  Legal proceedings were taken, and the case
was dismissed.

In a fourth case, where analysis proved the presence of 13 per
cent. of added waber, the vendor was fined £2.

All the other samples taken for analysis proved to be genuine.

The samples analysed were as follows :—

Anchovy Paste (1), Baking Powder (7), Bread (9), Butter (16),
Cakeoma (2), Castor Oil (1), Cheese (1), Cocoa (3), Coffee (1},
Cornflour (3), Cream (4), Cream, Preserved (1), Cream of Tartar (2),
Custard Powder (1), Flour (1), Flour, Sell-raising (1), Glycerine (1),
Ground Ginger (2), Jam (3), Lard (5), Margarine (6), Meat Paste (1),
Milk (66), Milk, Condensed (2), Mustard (3), Oatmeal (1), Pea Flour
(2), Pepper (2), Quinine (1), Rice (1), Rice, Ground (5), Salmon
Paste (1), Sodium Biearbonate (2), Sugar (5), Tapioca (3), Tartarie
Acid (3), Tea (3), Treacle (1), Vinegar (2). Total, 177.

The following Table, for the details of which | am again indebted
to Major Hartcup, C.B.E., Chiel Constable, shows the respective
Districts from which samples were taken.
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Bamples taken
i 1565

Anchovy Paste

Baking Powder

Frresd

Butter

Cakooma

Castor il

Checse

{ltll.'l.l”.

Coffes

Corn Flour

Cresnin

Cromm (proservie ||]

Cream of Tartar

Custard MPowder

Flour :

[lome (Self-r: LIHI]I,‘_,_}

Ginger (ground)

['ul:.u'x'rilu:

Jaim

Liard

Margarine

Meat Pasbe

Milk

Milk (e ut][ltnwdl

Mustard

COhatienl

Peallour

|’1'|r1u'r

Lrainine

]':.H?l

Itiee 11.,,|nll||1||
Salmon Paste

‘-w-ni a | Biearbonate Hf:

bBugar

|.|.|uurt L

MTartarie

Tea

Treacle

Vineoar

.-1I|l!il.]l.r

Totals

Benwick
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Little Downham
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IAnchovy Paste an . - I
Baking Powder % | a3l | 7
| Briead i | I 2] .. ]
Butter | i | ] 1 | i)
Cakeonia | b @
Castor 1hl | 5 I
Cheeso = i | |
Coeoa | 1 | | 5
\Coffee : | . 1
WCorn Floar .. e o
{Cream . I 1 | . |
Wream (proserved) TR I
WCream of Tartar 1 | it -
Lustard Powder o !
iFlour i 1 | 1
IFlour {Self-rasimg) i 1] - I
{Ginger (growamd) | o N 2
Glycerine L | & | e 1
1Jam 1 . B
|Lard 3 1 ]
IMargarine 2 i
IMeat Paste S : ; i o E 1
IMilk o 21 2 2| #8114 1 1 l GG
IMilk (condensed) i 4
Mustard 1 iy
Datmeal i 1
i Peaflour 1 2
Pepper 1 | et 2
JJuinine 1 i I
{Rice . - 1 l
‘Rice (ground) 1 | & 2]
iSalmon Pasie oy v V| L |
:Boda (Bicarbonate of). . . N, Il . 2
tBugar 1 5 o e 0
ITapicea e 1 S | 3
ITartaric Acid " I .. 9
1Tena A (e l 4
1Treacle - Al [
IVinepgar | ) ] P . 9
| e & :
Totals = 4 5119133 ) I H 1757
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MILK AND CREAM REGULATIONS, 1912 AND 1917.

The following particulars refer to the administration of the Public
Health (Milk and Cream) Regulations, 1912 and 1917, during the
year 1925 :

1. Milk and Cream not sold as preserved cream : —

[ex) (1)
Number of samples Number in which a
cxammined for the presence preservisbive was reporied
of preservatives, Lo be present.
Milk ... 6H6 0
Cream ... 4 0
70 0

2. Cream sold as preserved cream :—

()  Instances in which samples have been submibted for
analysis to ascertain il the statements on the label
as to preservalives were correct.

(1.) Correct statements made

(ii.) Inecorreet statements

= -

Total 1

(6) Determinations made of milk-fat in Cream sold as
preserved cream :—

(i.)  Above 35 per cent. ... sgae B

(ii.)  Below 35 per cent. ... .

Total 1
(¢) Instances where (apart from analysis) the requirements
as to labelling or declaration of preserved cream in
Article V. (1) and the proviso in Article V. (2) of
the regulations have not been observed. —None.
(¢/) Particulars of each ease in which the Regulations have
not been complied with, and action taken.—None,

3. Thickening substances. Any evidence of their addition to
preserved ercam.— None.
4. Other observations, if any.

The samples of cream nob sold as preserved Cream contained
19 46, 24:8, 270, and 26:62 per cent. of wilk-fat respectively.



The samples of milk taken during the year have again proved
richer in eream than in the previous year, and even richer in the
non-fatty solids than in 1923.

In some instances the milk sold has not always heen elean,
visible deposit of dirt being noticed in the bottom of the container.

1t 1s pleasing to note that @ cevtilied ™ milk is about to be produced
ill Illli" .\II:'I.I'I.'.]! IH\.'i.Hh”'I. I'. iH H“II] Eilil'r"l.\."if'ﬂ'll ill Llil‘- I‘:t_". I}i\i‘."-iﬂtl.

The following Table shows Lthe average composition of the milk
sold in the whole County during the respective quarters of the
year 1925

| Averago Averagn PRI Average o
Ouarter ending | Total Bolids 'hlf{,";"‘ Specilic H;.;_m' ;;ﬂﬁi
| Solids, Mon-ful. G (srnvily EHMIN P
|
| ; e o

March ol DEGTT O | ReBOG BT TOST-NT 11
June o C 12353 s-82 S-nan TEEL T -1 144
September el 12:442 Heni | S8R5 T 15
December .. S 12003 Ba19 | 4063 103175 | is

| |
Averages for 1922, .1 12-329 RT45 : H-083 100160 )]
Avarages for 1923..] 12384 | 8725 AGH5 | 1 13 ER AN 0
Avernges for 1924..] 12-343 K563 i 3779 10090017 | [HH

|

Averages for 1925..| 12600 878 | 382 1031-46 66

| L

The following Table compares the averages of the composition of
the milk in the respective Divisions of the County :—

[
Averagn Average . Averagre |
Aren Total Solids s "'I';:':'{'\ | Specifie q'_N"' :;{ _
Solids Non-fat s Ciravity Ll
Ky .. b 12561 HT0H | ARG | [A k41 I
March J 12437 8815 | B0 1021-93 | 33
: l '
Wishech .. 12 U5 #3511 ' 4141 [ 10135 ! 17
|

The above Table shows the superiovity of the milks at Wisheeh as
regards their solid constituents, especially the eream portion.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Fourteen Midwives notified their intention to practise in the
County during the year 1925,

Ten notices were received from Midwives under the Regulations
of the Central Midwives' Board, as having sent for medical help.

Milk to infants and nursing mothers was provided to the value of
£130 11s. 2d.

Health Visitors paid 1,332 first visits, and 6,958 subsequent visits
to ehildren at their homes during the year.

The sum of £19 13s. was paid to practitioners summoned to the
aid of midwives in necessitous cases, being one amount of £3 3s.,
seven amounts of £2s. 25, one amount of £1 Gs., and one 10s.

Six patients were treated at Addenbrooke's Hospital for a total
period of 115 days at a cost to the County of £40 5s. Midwives

are regularly visited, the books, appliances, and modes of practice
being carefully examined.

[n addition there was an Isle of Ely County Nursing Association,
on which body the County Couneil had no official representative, nor
was the Couneil a subseriber to its funds. Nurses belonging to the
Nursing Associations afliliated with it were wisited by a lady
inspector emanating from the Queen Vietoria Jubilee Institute for
Nurses, and also by the Isle of Ely County Superintendent Nurse.
The lsle of Ely County Nursing Association was disbanded for
lack of interest and of funds during the year.

Infant Wellare Centres are held at Ely, Chatteris, Little Down-
ham, Littleport, March, and Wisbech, and a new Centre is being
started at Whittlesey, whilst one is projected at Thorney also.

T MarcH NURSES' HoME.

During the year ending Marvch 31st, 1926, eighteen patienis were
received tntu I]|1-=. Home.

[n last vear's Report it was pointed out this Home was con-
veniently }:I wwi s that, il desirved, there would be no {llﬁwulh in
adding on wards for urgent ]lHH]J'Il.L] cases, a long-felt want in the
M.m.h aren.

During the summer the loeal medieal profession strongly urged
that provision should be made for the treatment of urgent hn-.;ntll
cases alb this Home, it being consudered that there was greater need
for such provision even Ilmn for maternity beds,  So far, however,
no attempt has been made to fulfil this want, and serious cases of
injury still have to journey to Peterborough or Cambridge from
March belore receiving the treatment they need.  In the meanwhile
larze amounts of money are being collected in the "I.I.nrll distriet for
the large Hospitals outside the County, some of which might
beneficially be expended in March,
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SUPERANNUATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICTALS.

Reference was made in last yvear’'s Report to your Chairman’s
desire that the future of Nurses should be |nnnr|m| for by some
8y stem of SUper annuation or ln"'lnlnll

There were 3 resignations of whole-time Nurses duoring the year,
and in each ease the Nurse left us and procecded to lII'I]!lH"..rIII'-Iﬂ
where the remuneration was higher than i this County, and where
also the benefit of superannuation was obtainable.

Since the close of the vear there have heen two other resignations
similarly, Nurses leaving in order to better their condition, and soing
to an Authority which has adopted the Local Government and other
Officers’ Superannuation Aet, 1922, after a short preliminary ex-
perience of the work of Health Visiting in this County.

To meet the first difliculty your Couneil recently increased the
salary of all its Health Visitors by €30 per annwmm, a wise and
necessary move, but the second dilliculty has not yel been met in
this County.

As recards the question of superannuation of County Couneil
oflieials, 1t may b noted that in Mareh of this year, out of 556,376
public officers, there were only 22,500 Loeal Government ollicers
who did not come under superannuation schemes, e, rather less
than 4 per eent,

The average total cost per £ of rates to the County Councils
which have put the 1922 Act into eperation (excluding
amounts chargeable to trading undertakings) has been
0475 of a penny.

From this amount of 0-475 of a penny rate there have, however,
to be considered savings in other directions, such as the non-
replacement of pensioned emplovees, the appointment of officers at
lesser salaries to vacated posts, savings throngh obtaining exeeption
from  National Health Insurance and Unemployment Insurance
contributions, and from savings on Income Tax, Commission on
Loans, and Compassionate allowances.

The Departmental Committee, on the superannuation of persons
t'lliplrn-li |n Liocal Authorities in l,rl;ﬁ'lllt{ and Wales, reported in
Section [11. that “ It is undoubtedly desirable that a scheme of
superannuation shonld be introdueed.

The advantages of superannuation are ton well known and too
widely recognised to rvequire mneh argument.  Not only Public
Authorities, but also many Banks, Insurance Offices, and other
private undertakings have pat into foree schomes of superannuation.

[t would without doubt be of great advantase to the whole of the
Staffs concerned, as well as to the Authorities they serve, that
i system ol superannuation should be introduced.

The 'l*Hrl: tbion of Municipal  Corporations reported  on 26th
October, * A svstem for the SUPO: annuation of Local Govermment
Officers is based upon real cconomy and is necessary, not only, nor
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indeed primarily, for the henefit of the officers themselves, but in
the interest of the Loecal Authorities and of the inhabitants whom
they represent. The obligation placed on the community to assist
in the provision of superannuation allowances is a trifling burden
compared with the increased efliciency which the adoption of the
Act will secure.”

The Urban District Couneils Association on June 29th, 1923,
decided “to urge upon Urban Distriet Councils the desirability of
taking steps, either alone or in combination, towards the adoption
of schemes under the Act.”

Under Public Authorities we have at the present time officers
working side by side, one with superannuation provisions, one with-
oub, and the passing of the Rating and Valuation Act, 1925, by the
transfer of officers with superannuation rights to these public
Authorities will accentuate this anomaly. If and when the Poor
Law Service is transferred to County Couneils, the position regard-
ing superannuation will be chaotic.

Section 14 of the Teachers (Superannuation) Act, 1925, made
provision for administrative officers with teaching experience being
brought within the scheme, so that many Directors of Fdueation,
secretaries, and organisers now wholly engaged in administrative
work are entitled to superannuation, whilst the rest of the members
of the department have no scheme at all.

Finally, real economy results from a superannuation fund; the
longer it is delayed, the more expensive it becomes to the Local
Authority, beeause the amount of any deficiency of a Superannua-
tion Fund at the date of adoption of the Act falls entirely on a
Couneil, and is discharged by an equal annual payment spread over
40 years; so that to the extent to which the deficiency is swollen by
delay, so much the greater will be this annual payment, because the
liability gets larger as every year of service passes.

The County Couneils Association, ab its meeting on January 27th,
1926, adopted a Report of a Sub-Committec to the effect that they
adhered to their previous opinion that there should be a compulsory
superannuation scheme for Loeal Government oflicers, as recom-
mended by the Departmental Committee in 1919, and that it was
clear that the longer Superannuation Schemes are post-
poned the greater is likely to be the cost involved, whilst the
necessity  for the universal establishment of schemes by Local
Authorities was accentuated by the position that would arise with
regard to transferred Poor Law Oflicers in eonsequence of the
abolition of the existing Assessment Committees and the proposed
abolition of Boards of Guardians.

[T your Council were to adopt the Aet, the Nurses engaged would
remain longer in your serviee than they do now, knowing their old
age would be provided for.



MENTAL DEFICIENCY,

Durving the yvear further efforts have been made to ascertain and to
visit as far as possible all known eases of Mental Deficieney in the
[sle of Elv, and the Register of Mental Defectives is gradually
being improved,

There is a very great difficulty in finding institutions willing to
take suitable eases from this area, there being very little vacant
aceommodation,

Perhaps, if and when the work now assigned to the Poor Law
authorities is transferred to County Couneils, some of the p: lILhI.-”‘!.
filled workhouses may be utilised as Homes for the Mentally
Defective ; possibly a combination of Councils may utilise a large
institution for the purpose.

At the time of writing there are known to be connected with the
County 59 feeble-minded persons, of whom 29 are males, and 30
females, and of these 5 males and 9 females are in residential
stitutions. There are 23 imbeciles, 16 males and 7 females, of
whom 6 males and 1 female are in institutions.

Two male moral imbeeciles are 1n institutions.

Of 15 idiots, 6 males and 12 females, 3 males and 5 females are in
institutions.

The known Mental Defectives mumber 102, of whom 31 are
detained in residential institutions.

A mecting at Wishech in the early part of the year was addressed
by the Lord Bishop of FEly and by your County Medieal Officer on
the subject of Mental Deficieney, and subsequently the Central
Association for Mental Welfare sent down an agent, Mrs. Beach, to
endeavour to form an lsle of Hl}' \rulll.llifil..l'}' Association for Mental
Welfare for the furtherance of the eare of the Mental Defectives.
Later this was formed, with vour Chaivioan as its first President.

VENEREAL DISEASES.

Cases of Venereal Dhisease resident in the Isle of Fly are treated
free of cost to the lml.i.{'rll, and without letters of recommendation at
Vddenbrooke’s Hospital Out-patient Departinent on Tuesday after-
noons usually, women atiending from 34 pan, and men from
4—0 p.m.

A session for treatment 18 also held on Thuarsday evenings, but
the train service 18 such that it is ilrllru-ﬁiilln for tliee u.;ljm-jl,_!,- of Lhe
Isle of Ely eases to attend its session for women al 7 pom., or that
for men at 5 pan,
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As compared with recent years, there has been in 1925 an increase
in the number of cases of Venereal Disease arising in this area, as is
seen from the following Table . —

: = Iroses of
B =
H = . Arseno-
= e New cases of = <4 Benzol
TR 3 | & Compounds
" -2 ] | — a3 given to
oar = o & = - = | = & =
E3E E | g | 82 | 85 |82 2 | 2
= = = = = 8 = | = ! o
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159149 35 13 i 1is T i | LT
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1030 | 42 | 26 o 14 i 116 | 1497 26 5
| | !
1941 i 11 17 i ! b 1 {341 | 155 195
922 | 26 7 A 10 H | 265 | 145 3 151
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1923 | b [ 1 10 | 2 255 . 386G 21 168
| |
1924 | 19 1" o 8 | 250 ‘ﬂm 15 | 189
. | | .
1925 10 12 @ | :n 7 293 |

z?u‘ H 1949

Those eeasing treatment before it was ascertained that their cure
was completed nmumbered 36 per eent., a big increase on the previous
year. This is especially noticeable in eases of Gonorrhaea in men ;
it has often been recommended that compulsory notilieation should
he enforeed with a view to securing compulsory treatment wherve
cases cease Lo atlend a Treatment Centre whilst still in an infectious
sondition, seeing that poverly 1s no bar to seeuring the treatment,
for rail faves are given to all necessitous eases on application by
letter to the County Medical Officer of Health at his oflice in March.

Laboratory facilities, too, are provided free of eost to all Isle of
Ely medical practitioners for the diagnosis and treatment of cases of
Venereal Disease at Addenbrooke’'s Hospital, where practitioners
have the vequisite skill and appliances for the intravenous injection
of arseno-henzol compounds: these expensive drugs are also provided
free of eost for any cases they choose to treat in their own
surgeries.
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It eannot, however, be too often repeated that these diseases
ought not to exist, and that were striet continence maintained these
contagious diseases which cause such ntense misery, suffering, and
ill-health would soon be things of the past. Human nature being
hable to err, it should be hetter known that, where incontinence
oceurs, if immediate sell-disinfection be adopted by the injection of a
|n_wl-witw coloured solution of permanganate of [mt.:u-:h, followed up
by the application to the parts of a 30 per cent. ealomel ointment,
there is little likelihood of the individual becoming affected by disease
of a contagious nature, assuming, of course, that the erring ones are
not too mueh under the influence of drink to apply these measures
in a reasonably efficient manner, as is so often the case.

[t must not be forgotten that infected individuals ecan transmit
these diseases by want of cleanliness, or by kissing, to innocent
persons,

Six beds continue to be reserved for in-patient treatment ol cases
of Venereal Disease at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

WELFARE OF THE BLIND.

During the past year the Home Teacher and Visitor for the DBlind
(J. H. MacKenzie, M.A.), who holds the Home Teacher’s Certificate
of the College of Teachers of the Blind, visited the blind and partially
blind of the area, and gave instruction to suitable cases.

It was found that the total number of persons so alllicted in the
area was 65, Of these 34 were males and 34 females, of ages
varying as follows . —

Mangs.
0.5 | 510 | 10-13 | 12-16 | 16-18 | 18.21 | 21-30 | 30.40 -11}..*.ni:“.n.rmirm.'r'u! 70
1 | 1 4 | g ] I 5 ! 5 11
Frsmalgs.
: | 1| 5 ; 1 G 9 1

The total number of visits paid duving the year was 4586, and the
total number of lessons given was 169, these being :— Braille 34,
Moon 29, Basket Making 82, Chaiv Caming 10, Rush Seating 11,

Theve are at present Lhiree home worvkers nnder the Home Workers'
scheme.  One of these manufactures agricultural baskels, and, after
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dedueting cost of material, earns approximately 18s. to 19s. per
week.,  One of the others is at present engaged in the rushing of
l'.II:':iil'H tll'ill' I*:I}' Uilt L'Ii"{il'ﬂl i[l]l:l thU Ifl'l.'-l,.[lI]r:-l.(_'!'_.lI_ZI'IE]'I,'_‘:|I l:l[ cane IJ:LShet-H, I'Iis
average earnings, after material has been paid for, approximately
amount to Js. or Gs. weekly, and the third is engaged in general
basket making, and earns approximately 10s. to 12s. per week.

The Isle of Ely Blind Aid Society made the following grants to
these home workers :— One received £16 to provide a -Tuml uupph of
willow, another was -mmlmi £5 for tools, the third, who had Just lost
his sight, was ,t_flantml £5H, and alterwards an allowance of Hs. per
week.,  He has also received €3 in the form of material, making a
total of £12,

The Home Teacher was also instructing in basket making a lad of
15 years and a wan of 49 years in the hope that they might also
become home workers. ITI]quI‘I.I:IIHLH!l}' the lad, who was makiug
fair progress, died suddenly. The man, though willing, did not
make any progress, probably owing to his age, and it was found that
to continne such instruction was useless.  The SBociety is at present
considering the ease of a4 yvoung woman of 22, who has just lost her
sight. The Home Teacher is of opinion that she might well bhe
taught ehair caning.  Owing to congested house conditions it 15 not
possible [or her to undertake the work i her own home.

There are at present five Braille readers, and one Moon reader,
receiving hooks from the National Library for the DBlind. The
Society has made payments ol 10s. per reader to the National
Library, and the total so paid amounts to £3.  The Home
Teacher is still giving instruetion to these readers, and helping
them to understand the literature with which they ave supplied.

There are 11 blind or |1.|_|t.]'.. blingd ehildven under 16 MLrlISUf age.
OF these 2 are attending a Counetl Flementar ¥ School in the rIIHLlILT.
3 are mentally deficient, whilst 3 are undergoing ophthalmie treat-
ment, and being m-.lluuml by the Home Teacher.  One 15 not so
[ar ||u.L|u.u]l.Lh-=| ag Lo pre wnL his wml{lt!" on the il.ﬂl:i, and has
reently left the Elementary School, having unu,hui the age of 14;
and another, a new ease, is in process of being dealt with.

Circular 681, issued hy the Ministry of Health, defining blindness

n relation Lo Hw wellare, Lradning, and 11H|;-|uH||1 nt of the blind
L-.T wtes that in the R 1-1r||! wions sove ||1||,n the 19 \Lhw“lm Cirant in ad
|:||| serviees for the welfare of the blind, the definition of pavagraph 10

“too blind to |ultulln work for which eye wight s essential,” 15 that
contained in the report, dated July 21st, 1915, of ThvUphbh.;lumimgluli
Soeetion of tho HH\ al Soc II:"H ol IIInll"lllvl R TH

Persons whose 4u1t|lx of wvision 1s helow one-twentieth of the
norimal (360 Snellen) are usnally unable to perform wor k requiring
evesight, while persons with vision better than one tenth  (6/60
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Suellen) are usually able to perform such work.  Other factors allect
this broad distinetion, but the Minister specially states that he regards
it as essential that “only visual Tncetors should be taken imto necount,
and that other Ihnlil:\.'I:II'.IIII'1I1!I| indirnties }Ir--n]iqnl-.hl_ﬂ_{ [ Hu':l}::u'illﬂ.'
should be disregavded.”

This defimtion of blindness differs from that m the Fdoeation Aet,
1921, wihneh states that a blind child s one * too bl to be able to
vead the ordinary school hooks used by eluldren,” whereas such
1]|I1||lt ' HIH. 1yl '-,.tll|-.£!|11h'ltl|‘|. Irl* lll‘{']IH l:t 1o hr |IH|I|J [nl' t]ll"
purposes of the Blind Persons Aet.

There 1s nothing to preelude the provision under the regualations
of the Board of dueaton of facilities for the traning of the partially
blind, but it is pointed ot that it is inadvisable to admit for training
any persons who will subsequently prove ineligible for employiment
under the regulations.

To overcome this difliculty the Ministers of Health and Fdueation
have agreed that, except in special eireumstances, no. person should
|n_"'.|l|l:ll][li'l| to a course of training unless he is, or is reasonably likely
to be, blind within the meaning of the delinition at the end of his
training. Lo the case of exception, the Loeal Authority should satis(y
itself that no totally blind Person will be exeluded from training by
the admission of the special case, and that he will he able to earn bis
Living afterwards without financial aid under approved schemes.
The civeular does not affeet any cases under training in the Isle of
Ely.
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TUBERCULOSIS. —ULINICS,

The Clinies ab Fly, Marveh, and Wisbech continue to do good
work, and 61l & much-felt want, there being no general or speeial
E[u:-tpil.'ulr-a in the l‘LrLlr'lt-}', OF eV |I'l.~a}u-r|-'1:u s, for the treatment of
Tuberenlosis such as arve to be found in most Admimmisteative Counties,
although a few cases are treated with that disease in the Wishech
IIU;-;I_'-it;II, and at the Fly Ihspensary.

At the Ely Tuberculosiz Clinie there were 94 patients, the numbers
attending in the respective quarters of the yvear being 86, 62, 54, and
45, and the attendances 321, 269, 223, and 202, or 1,014 attendances
in all. :

At Mareh there were 119 patients, the numbers attending in the
respective quarters ol the year heing 104, 65, 55, and 39, and the
attendances 295, 255, 132, and 141, or 826 attendances in all.

At Wisheeh there were 115 patients, the numbers attending in
the respective quarters of the year bemmg 102, 71, 535, and HY and
the attendances 449, 335, 205, and 235 respectively, or 1,227
attendances in all.

At the County Clinies, therefore, 325 patients attended as cases of
Consumption, or with other forms of Tuberculosis, for consultation
or treatment, or for purposes of diagnosis, making 3,067 attendances,
an average weekly attendance of about 59 patients, or 10 less per
week than last year.

HoMmE VISITING.

Patients are wvisited sometimes at thenr homes in consultation
with their own private medical advisers, or at other times sepavately,
by the Tuberculosis Officer, or by the Health Visitors, the latter of
whom visited the homes on 1,495 occasions.

All the 35 shelters are in use, and prove of great value: every

effort is made to keep them in good condition by appropriate repairs
as required.
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BEDS AT SANATORIA.

The Council reserves one female and four male beds at the
Borough Sanatorinm, Illﬂ\'iulh and during the year 25 males and 18
females were treated there, totalling 3,829 in-patient days.

f:ﬁ__‘ulﬁ are not reserved elsewhere, hut cases have been sent to other
[nstitutions as follows :—

To Lord Mayor Treloar’s Home at Alton, 3 male and 1 female
surgical eases were sent, totalling 916 in-patient days.

To the R.N. Sanatorium, Benenden, 1 female was sent, totalling
124 in-patient days.

To Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, 11 male and 2 female
surgical cases were sent, totalling 971 in-patient days.

To Naylands Sanatorium, Colchester, 1 female was sent,
totalling 153 in-patient days.

To the Farlight Sanatorium, Hastings, 3 males were sent,
totalling 497 in-patient days.

To the Children’s Sanatorium, Holt, 2 males and 3 females were
sent, totalling 810 in-patient days.

To the Kelling Sanatorium, Holt, 2 males were sent, totalling
236 In-patient days.

To the Hoyal Sea Bathing Hospital, Margate, 4 male and 2
female surgical cases were sent, totalling 1,112 in-patient
days.

To the Papworth Training Colony, 3 males were sent, totalling
H449 in-patient days.

To Wyton, 11 males and 9 females, all children, were sent,
totalling 2,751 in-patient days.

Thus 101 patients, 64 males and 37 females, were sent to Hospitals
or Sanatoria, totalling 11,941 in-patient days, an average stay of
118 days per patient, compared with 63 males and 33 females in
1924, with an average stay of 111 days in that year.

Iixtra nourishments in the form of milk and eggs were provided
to Tuberculous persons to the value of £80 2s. ad.

BACTERIOLOGICAL WORK.

62 specimens of Sputum were examined, 12 being found positive
and 50 negative.
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Infections Diseases Notified in the Several Districts

for the Year endme 1925,

IMacase

small Pox
Scarlet Fever
Diphtheria
Fnterie Foever ..
PMuerperil Fovier
Typhus Fever ..
Cholera
l'];tgllt' b
Relapsing Feve
Continned Fever
Cerchra Spinal
Fever
Acute
|'c5]1'n.:111j.1'ki11"F-
Eryvsipelas
”lthtllahulu
MNeonatornm
Tubereulosis '
(a) Palmonary
(b Other
(e) Total
Chicken Pox
Whooping Cough
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NOTES FROM THE DISTRICT REPORTS.

I—URBAN.

CHATTERIS URBAN DISTRICL

Area, 13,719 acres.  Reduced County assessable value, £24,562.

Population at Census 1911 ... .. 9,259
P8 " IU‘JI et T -],HH:IP
i Mid-year 1525 ... vee 0,219 (estimiate).

Inhabited houses at Census 1921, 1,246, containing 1,261 families,

1925 Statisties :(—DBirth-rate, 1520, Death-vate, 13-22. Infantile
Mortality-rate, 5050 per 1,000 births. lllegitimacy-rate per 1,000
births, 31-57.

The town 15 sitnated on elevated ground about 30 feet above sea
level ; this elevated portion consists of elay overlaid by loam of a
few fect in thickness, interspersed with beds of gravel.

T'he ground water level is very constant, there being very [ree natural
dramnage 1o the surrounding fen area.  The consequent general
dryness of the surface soil 1s veflected in the comparatively small
amount ol bronehial and vheumatic affections met with in the
distriet,

There is less need here of Poor Law Relief than in most agri-
cultural distriets.

A Smallpox Isolation Hospital, about 1} miles east of the town,
has accommodation for 4 eases, but this accommodation can be
readily inereased, if necessary.

An Infant Welfare Clinic has been established by the County
Couneil.

No certified midwife practises in the area.

The Water Hulnply from Marham is adequate and good, though at
times its pressure 1s very low.

The Sewage System is gravitational, the eflluent discharging
eventually into the Forty Foot Drain. The sewers work efficiently,
and are periodieally Aushed.



||;,,,hh per cent. of the eloset accommodation is on the water
carriage system, and this system 1s steadily replacing the pail or
privy methods.

The Council has an eflicient Seavenging Systen,
Four licensed Slanghter-houses and  four Common  Lodging
Houses are kept in accordance with the Bye-laws velating thereto,

"I.l}.nt. from 1\.::*&».“1_]\. Llnq.t.\, streets, mude l'o. in wet weather, Mld
calling for the more Em]mtnt use of a mechanical brush, with the
H_’i':li.l'l.-_tl of the dust or mud, the sanitary condition of the town has
heen good.

There is still room for GO or 70 more new houses. A building
scheme for 38 houses has 1'1'{,':'I11.|}' been  adopted, under the

"h\'hv:il.h-}.' Act.

An Inspector of Meat has been appointed, but there was no need
for formal action during the year.

Mona of the eases of Infeetious Dizease were romoved to the
l=olation | [u:-:pi tal.

Antitoxin is supplicd by the Loeal Authority, and hacteriologieal

examinations are carvied out at the King Bdward VII. 'Irlmn-nml
Institute, Lewisham.

Where eases of Influenza have ended fatally, they have heen in
aged people, or additional to some pre-existing morbid condition.

LY Unpan DisTRICT.

Area, 16,742 acres. teducead Gulihl.}-‘ assessable value, £19,650.

Population at Census 1911 . el 2 | |
by o 1921 ... eeeT,690
" Mid-year 1925 ... oo 7,621 (estimate),

Inhabited houses at Census 1921, 1,848, containing 1,565 fannlies,

1945 Statistics :— Bivth-rate, 1574,  Death-rate, 1482,  Inlantile
Mortalivy-rate, 5333 per LOOO bivths,  [legitimacy-rate per 1,000
births, 25,

The Urban arean consists partly of high land and parctly Ten, and
includes the villages ol Stuntney, Adelaide, Prickwillow, and Chettis-
ham, its highest point being 59 fect above sea level.  The soil
partly drift and lower greensand, resting on Kimmeridge elay.
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The bulk of the population 1s engaged in agriculture. There is a
Beet Sugar Factory at Adelaide, completed this year, and also a
brewing and a leather industry.

The Theological College and the Cathedral are items of great
importance in the social eircumstances of the distriet.
Since 1920 there bave been a certain number of cases of Scarlet
Fever and Diphtheria.
1921 1922 1923 1924 1925
Scarlet Fever ... 41 3 3 14 13
Diphtheria e A 0 1 18 1

Antitoxin is used in practically all eases of Diphtheria.
Two cases of Enteric Fever occurred, arising from the use of
river water.

The Clinieal Restarch Association examined 113 baeteriological
specimens :—

For Tubereulosis ... 23 negative ... 4 positive
., Diphtheria ... 58 " e AT ”
. Interic Fever ) = WP =

No vaeccinations were performed by the Medieal Officer of Health
under the Public Health (Smallpox Prevention) Regulations, 1917,
hut, otherwise, there were 69 vaccinations, and 65 exemptions from

qlL{;III.lLIEIH

Measles has been very prevalent, especially in the villages. There
was an epidemic of influenza with gastro-intestinal *-u}.tnptt}mf-:. but
no fatal eases oceurred.

Disinfection of premises is rvegularly earvied out in all eases of
notifiable disease, clothing and bedding being removed to, and dis-
infected by steamn at the Isolation ||1J~=1|1tt al.

There are two Maternity Wards at the Tower House (Poor Law)
[nfirmary.

There are no beds for cases of Smallpox.

For unmarried mothers there is provision at the Diocesan Reluge,
The Haven, Ely, in connection with which there is a Maternity
Home at Cambridge.

The Urban and Rural Joint Isolation Hospital have a motor
ambulance for infections cases, and for non-infectious cases the
Cambridge Red Cross ambulance, and a private ambulance at a
local garage are available.
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For general mn'r:in,i,,, of the sick poor two trained nurses are
mnp]n\m{ in the 149 h wrsing Association, one of them being also a
certified midwife. In Luhllhnn two other certified ndwives maintain
a Private Nursing Home in the City,

The Water Supply for the district 15 obtained from the chalk at
Isleham, 12 miles away, the supply being constant and ample, [rom
a well 90 feet in 1h=plll Limug_ll in Prickwillow, Adelaide, and
Stuntney stand-pipes are provided in places. The Rivers Ouse and
Lark are polluted by sewage and by the efuent from Beet Sugar
Factories at Ely and Bury St. Edmunds.  In the town the water
carriage system of sewage disposal is gencral, whilst in the villages
pru] lEE]“-M."'[H and |r|1'.14 s are in use.  The town sew e 15 collected in
a tank which is emptied twice a year, the overflow passing into the
River Ouse.

Formal notice of a nuisance was given and action taken in one
case only.

The ten Elementary Schools have been inspected, any minor
defects being noted,

The chiel item of interest during the year was the opening of the
Bect Sugar Factory at Adelaide,

Work began therve hefore the buildings were out of the Contractor's
hands ; hence there arose certain sanitary irregularities, since
amended.

The treatment of the effluent from a sugar factory is a diflicult
problem, especially in Elv, where many people ave dependent on the
River Lark for their water supply, for the eflluent contains suitable
pabulum for bacterial action, from which gases arise that ave [atal
to fish.

[t is suggested by Do Beckett that improvement might he
effected by eliminating  the filter-press  eake, and treating the
diffusion waters with milk of lime hefore entering the settling pond ;
he suggests further that the pond itsell should be made more
efficient by hatfle plates to assist in the precipitation of the solid
matter Lefore it empties into the outlall.

The Medieal Ofticer and Clerk have visited other sugar [actories,
investigating the effects of their working on fish life, and have taken
many samples of water for analysis with the view ol assisting the
new industry.

One Licence has been granted for the sale of milk under special
:lr_!':-iij.[l:liiT]un.

No action has been taken l_'ll:llH'E’I'rIEIIj_', tuberculous milk or caltle,
nor has there been any refusal or revocation of lieences to sell milk.

A part-time Meat Inspector under the Public Health (Meat)
Regulations, 1924, has been appointed.
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Une carcase was found unfit for human food, and was destroyed.

There were 3 registered private Slaughter-houses and 2 licensed
ones in 1925, as in [|1-E!I year 1920.

[t 1s thought there is still a need for 40 or 50 new Parlour Houses,
although 39 new houses were erected during the vear; of these, 32

were with State assistance, 19 by the Local 'ultllmlt},, and 13 by
other persons.

MarcH URBAN DISTRICT.

Area, 19777 acres. Reduced County assessahle value, £56,286.

Population at Census 1911 .. ... 8403
ot ,, 1921 ... ... B.960
i Mid-year 1925 ... o 9,686 (estimate).

Inhabited houses at Census 1921, 2,162, containing 2,208 families.

1925 Statisties :—DBirvth-rate, 22-81. Death-rate, 12-38. [Infantile
Maortality-rate, 4977 per 1,000 births. [llegitamacy-rate per 1,000
births, H5-82.

The Marech Urban Distriet comprises an area about 8 miles by 35,
the old River Nene dividing it into northern and southern portions,
the town bridge being about 12 [eet above the mean sea level.

After entering into details about the geological formation of the
distriet, Dr. Evison comments on the advantages of the town as a
place of residence, though strangers comment unfavourably on it for
its bleakness in windy weather owing to the absence of any shelter-
ing hills.

Mareh is a great railway centre for the transhipiment of goods,
;;gricu]l.u;'u heing, however, Lhe main ]'Il{il,la-_'.l.l'l'!,' carvied on there, the
soll being highly productive.

Over one hall of the deaths were in people over 65 years of age.
Cancer in the first five years of the Survey pe riod has eaused in
1921 fourteen per cent. deaths, seventeen in 1922, eleven in 1923,
[ourteen in 1924, and eight per cent. in 1925

Possibly Cerelwo-spinal Fever is a more eommon ecause ol death
than is generally known, owing to difliculties in its diagnosis,

A new site for a Cemelery has now been provided by the Urban
Distriet Couneil, and found suitable,
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Une ease of Smallpox oceurrved in 1925, and a full report about 1t
was issucd at the time: it was u;l!l'rrl'iw-illl‘ how indillerent were the
people generally 1L[,.ml|i1w it, only about 150 availing themseclves of
the free vaceination provided, although probably three-quarters ol
them are absolutely unprotected against the disease.

This case was the only one that oceurved in the Isle of Ky m the
five-vearly period under review.

Fortunately this ease caused a welcome veplacement ol the old
heds and b :ftill'l"' at the lsolation Ilnainml by pewer and more
suitable .I|'l|I||-:l-TILLh.

Antitoxin for eases of Diphtheria is always kept at hand, and
supplied gratuitously where necessary.

All deaths from Tuberceulosis had heen duly notilied before death.

In enges of Tuberculosis residence for a time in a Sanatorium is
an excellent thing, vet inmates of such institutions should bear in
mind the faet that 1|1{-._".' are not either hotels or ]|:r|i4i.‘l}' resorts, but
rather places of educational value where a sullerer from Tubereulosis
can be taught to live his Life to the best advantage to himself, and
without his being a souree of danger to his neighbours,

Altention is called to the f|:~x|;d|h1|lt1 o hrl.'l.’lnlf aceess to Lthe |'|f*l|1
of a skilled radiologist in these eases; this, however, 1s readily avail-
able at Addenbrooke’s Hospital, and at the Ipswich and other
Sanatoria Lo which cases are sent at the expense of the Cuuni_r
Couneil

One ecase of Puerperal Fever oceurred for which no reason eould
hir assigned, there having been no manual interference.

Allusion is madde in the Heport to the petition sent in by about
150 people about the unpleasant smells from the river, and to the
fact that at a special mecting of the Council, called to consider it,
very few of the general publie attended the same.

This i1s no new thing, however, for in eighteen years where
millions of public monevs have been concerncd, apart from news-
paper reporters, the County Medical Oficer has only seen two
members of the general public in attendance.  Very few of the
|m,i|]i|:; are aware that III:I;__.‘\- are pe rinitted to attend such llu,'_,l,1|};_{:~.,

It must not be taken, thevefore, from the fact of few outsiders
attending o mecting that the general public are not interested
therein, and although all who signed the petition were not divect
ratepayers, evervone who signed the petition was interested in the
matter, and HII”LHL].PII[I-:LHE with the dieel ratepayers who appended
their signature Lo it.

The Report suggests that regard should be had to the fact that
the considerable expenditurs necessary to overcome the ollfensive state
of the river would press havdly on impoverished ratepayers, That
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may be so, but such inerease of expenditure would have to be very
considerable on a house rented at £10 per annum to cover the cost
of even one unnecessary illness in a member of the household. Pre-
vention is better than cure.

Dr. Evison thinks *“mueh ean and no doubt will be done' to
improve matiers withoul ineurring enormous expenditure, and now
that the Isle of Ely County Council has officially ealled the attention
of the March Urban Distriet Council to the matter, and is still
taking observations on the condition of affairs relating to the
pollution of the River Nene, it is to be hoped that Dr. livison is a
true prophet when he states that it ** no doubt will be done,” and
that the “ much ™ that ean be done to improve the state of the river
will be done quickly. s dat gqui cito dat.”

WHITTLESEY URBAN DISTRICT.

Area, 362 acres. Reduced County assessable value, £11,916.

Population at Census 1911 ... e 4,207
G o 1921 .. . 4,201
= Mid-year 1925 ... ... 1,284 (estimate).

Inbabited houses at Census 1921, 1,033, containing 1,044 fannlies.

1925 Statisties :— Birth-rate, 21-94.  Death-rate, 16:10. ]nl':i.n!.i_le
Mortality-rate, 53-19 per 1,000 births. Illegitimacy-rate, per 1,000
births, T4-406.

Two new houses were built during the vear, three old houses
also being rveplaced by new erections, whilst two railway carrviages
were reconstructed for people to live in.

There is a great shortage of houses, and much overcrowding.

There are no means of disinfecting bedding.

Three samples of water were sent for analysis, and found to be
contaminated with sewage, and quite unfit for drinking purposes.

Two cases died of Influenza, two from Whooping Cough, and
three from Diphtheria during the year.

A Public Inquiry was held on July 10th, 1923, at the Whittlesey
Town Hall, before Alderman Sir W. H. Clarke, Chairman of the
County Counecil, and Alderman L. H. Luddington, who were the
Commissioners appointed by the Isle of Ely County Council to
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conduet the Inguiry, relative to a proposal made by the Whittlesey
Urban Distriet Couneil to bringing the area of the Rural District
Council under Urban .1I1I|m-]|.l_1-., the Urban Council urging  that
under present conditions it was impossible for them to obtain an
improved water suvply, considered necessary by the Ministry of
Health, or other improvements, needed in their distriet.

During the Inquiry it was shown that the Urban District had
become very largely the “ bedroom ™ of the Rural area, 1,204
workers (763 to brickwork, and 441 to agriculture) having gone oub
of the Urban District to their work on the morning of the Inquiry,
and it was urged that the intervests of the two arveas had become so
intermised that the Urban Council {elt there ought to be one Couneil
representing the whole, making their burdens commeon ones dis-
tributable over the whaole of the two Samtary Districts. Subsequently
the Isle of Fly County Couneil made an Order to that effect,
a further. Inquiry under the auspices of the Ministry of [ealth
being hels | in the same building as belore on Apial Tth, 1926,

The decision of the Ministry is awaited,

WisBECH Muounicirarn, BoRoUGH.

Arvea, 6,477 acres.  Reduced County assessable value, £66,607.

Population at Census 1911 ... ... 10,822
i i 1921 . . 11,321
o . Mid-year 1925 ... oo 1LG6O (estimate).

Inhabited houses at Census 1921, 2,748, containing 2,801 lamilies.

1925 Statistics —DBivth-rate, 1801, Death-rate, 14-83. Corrected
Death-vate, 11:72. Infantile Mortality-rate, 8571 per 1,000 births,
Hlegitimacy-rate per 1,000 births, 7142,

The standa t'IliiﬂiTlg factor for eorrection of the Death-vate is O-790,

JJi[rht-lu'l'iH. wWis i:i‘m'.'lhzlll. there |rl‘:in-f 22 cases with 2 deaths.

The Infant Welfare Centre continues to do good work, 110
mothers and 161 children, making 859 and 1341 attendances
l'uH!]L'l'Ii\'t-l}‘. Ambulance lacihities are pl'n'l.'ithrd free of cost, and
antitoxin is supphed in needy cases ; also any pecessary pathologieal
and bacteriologieal examinations.

The Town is well kept clean, and the Public Buildings, Factories,
Schools, Milk Shops, and Slaughter-houses are kept better than of
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late, being under constant supervision. There are 19 factories and
67 workshops, the chiel industries being the timber trade and
fruit growing,

The plentiful supply of Marham water is constant, and is available
to practically all the inhahitants.

There is in contemplation an extension of the Sewerage Scheme
to the Hareeroft Hoad and World's Find distriets shortly.

Dr. Groom views with eonsiderable alarm the continued falling off
in the practice of vaccination as a preventative of Smallpox, of which
disease a scare arose, the ease fortunately proving to be severe
Chicken Pox in an adult.

52 new houses were erected during the vear, 41 of these being
with State assistance, 16 by the Loeal \.ut,!mnh and 25 by other
lll']'ﬂ”ll.‘;.

28 inspections were mmade of factories, and 97 of workshops,
written notices heing sent to 1 factory and 8 to workshops.  All
these defects were remedied without prosecution.

Legal proccedings were taken in a nnisance from  defective
drninage of a dwelling:-house, an Order of Abatement with costs
heing obtained, which was subsequently complied with.

One case of Typhoid Fever arose [rom eontaminated water, the
storage tank receiving percolations from an adjoining privy and a
piggery.

Nearly 3 tons of unsound food were condemned and destroyed,
heing tq;]lll'li.illh, surrendered as unfit for human food ;10 eomprised
3,154 1bs, of fresh meat, 144 tins of meat pasle, and 142 tins of
saridines, hosides 85 tubs of strawberries.

Through the operation of the Meat Regulations, 1924, meat is
not now hung outside shops exposed to the street dust, and the
covering of meat in transport goes some way towards the provision
of “clean meat.”

The 13 Slaughter-houses have been kept satislactorily, although
structurally poor, and cramped.

There are 9 Milk Farms, with 13 Cowsheds and 4 Dairies in the
Borough, and 20 registered Milk Shops, of which only four sell milk
as a separate business.

Two infringements ol the Shops Aet where assistants were not
receiving I,Iu-lt weekly hall hohiday were remedicd by mformal action,

The 8 Commoen Lodging Houses aceommodate 60 males only ; on
two oceasions there ha,'-. IJ'LL.II found a want of cleanliness in them.

The unsatisfactory state of the Canal, the lack of adejuate
flushing facilities for water-closets, and a need for a proper provision
of sanitary dustbins, are again matters ol comment.



[I—RUREAL.

Y RURAL DMSTRICT.

Avea, 63,999 acres.  Reduewd County assossable value, 71,550,

Population at Census 1911 ... e E216
5 = 14921 ... oo 19883
- Mid-year 1925 ... e L3040 (estimabe)s

Inhabited houses at Census, 1921, 3,170, containing 3,191 families.

1925 Statisties : — Birth-rate, 16-48. Death-rate (uncorrected), 10-55.
Death-rate (corrected for age and  sex  distribution), 782, the
standandizing factor being 07389, Infantile Morctaliby-rate, 42-85
prer 1,000 births. ||||-L'1I,.l|u..1l -rile per 1,000 births, 235,

The Ely Rural District ine |llli("h a number of low hills of Kinnme-
ridge Clay, while Littleport is in the Silt-land arca. There 1s an area
of Boulder Clay and Gravel at Portley Hill (high ground 1o the
south of |;1ll|l=]:|u1'l.}; in Haddenham and Strethion ”I:H wre o
licrs of greensand, also neawr Witchford.  In other parts of the
distriet there are shallow patches of drift gravel and sand.

The district forms a triangular area, bounded on the BHast by the
Ouse, on the West by the New Dedlond Level, and on the South by
the Old West River,

The prineipal  mduostry s agriealture, which, however, pro-
vides but a poor st widard of lnm'f I.Ili'lh are bwo chaldl Tactories,
and a shirt fae sbory, whilst the 19 l\ Beet Sueaw Fae Loy outside the
area provides UL(.-LIIJ-I_-I.-IUI'I lor II:I-.LI]}'{rII the Jnh,lblmulh ol the Rural
Distriet.

Attention is drawn in the Report by Dr. Howe to the atvulll}
lil!nllllhhIJl;t_J [nfantile Death-rate in the five yvears from 1921 Lo 1925
viz., 111-1, 76:04, 73-07, 69-10, and 42 h:, and to the ste adily I'.Lllmu
Birth-rate during the samme period, viz, 2050, 2009, 1951, 1550,
and 1645,

The Death-rates have varied somewhat, though 1925 is lower
than any of the preceding years, and when corvected for age and
sex distribution, comes as low as 7T-52, a highly satisfactory higure.

A Tuberculous Clinic is conducted at Ely each Thursday, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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An Infant Welfare Centre at Ely each Wednesday, 2.30—4.30 p.m.
do. at Lattleport each Friday, 2.30—4 p.m.
do. at Little Downham, once a month.

School Clinie at Ely each Monday, 10. a.m.—noon.

There is a whole-time County Council Nurse rvesident in Little-
port, whilst Haddenham, Little Downhim, and Sutton have Distriet
Nursing Associations, whose Nurses are qualified midwives, and act
as School Nurses and Health Visitors (part-time) for the County
Couneil.

Dre. W, Henwood Harvey, of 6, Post Office Terrace, Cambridge,
examines samples of sputum and diphtheria swabs free of charge to
Practitioners, whilst antitoxin is issued gratis also.

There 15 now a piped Water Supply from a well sunk in the
chalk at Mildenhall, a constant :-ill}:lﬂ}f |ruir|g connected Lo 1,107
dwelling-houses in Coveney, Downham, Lattleport, Mepal, Sutton,
Witcham, Witchford, and Wentworth, whilst others can cart water
from hydrants.

Haddenham, Wilburton, Stretham, and Thetford are supplied
from public wells, as vet.

The following Schools are supplied with vain-water ;- Littleport,
Dairy Houses, Westlands, Little Ouse, and Black Horse Dvove,
Witcham, and Mepal.

Water is obtained from a pump for the [ollowing Schools :—
Haddenham Boys, Haddenham Girls and Infants, Wilburton, and
Thetford.

A public pump supplies the following Schools . Witchford,
Stretham Mixed and Stretham Infants.

Pymoor School is supplied by Olteved river water, whilst Hadden-
ham Aldreth School is supplied by a public stand-pipe, all other
public Elementary Schools being coonected with the new mains
from Mildenhall.

All the rivers in the area are polluted by drainage. Only the
larger villages— Littleport, Haddenham, Stretham, and Downham—
have sewerage systems. In some pavishes catch-pits are provided
at the ends of sewers, [rom which the -effluent passes into the Fen
ditches, which are cleaned out periodically.

In the several parishes the pail system of sewage disposal 1s most
prevalent, being utilised to the extent of 44 per cent., whilst the
privy pits amount to 29 per cent., water-closets 22 per cent., and
about 3 per cent. are troughs, occupiers attending to the emptying
of earth closets and cesspits as required.

The Wilburton and Haddenham (Boys') Schools alone have water-
closets, others having the pail system.



Six statutory notices were served m connection with the santary
iltﬁ].u*r.til.ﬂ'l of Lhe are.

The total number of houses at the end of the vear was 2,650
working elass houses and G66 others.

= . = H . Pl L TR} a5
The new buildings erected during the five vears have been 35

working elass cottages, 165 Couneil cotbages, and 41 other dwellings,
making a total of 241 new dwellines during the Hll!"’-’i':. period,

There 15 stll o L:ltut'l.'[;_fr ol houses, 2006 |u*ilt;_{ needed, “Hrll_ﬂl this
figure includes the replacement of unfit premises ; 1L s anticipated
that when the Couneill’s Housing Scheme is completed this shortage
will disappear.  Many of the cottages arve low, badly it, and il
ventilated, and let at very low rents, walls often being only a half
brick 1 thickness, Hoors and rools often being decayed and beyond
repilir.

The Milk and Dairvies Aet, 1922, Registers contains the names of
05 wholesale ]:}T'Ull'lll:'.l‘i'!‘-i of milk, and 26 rotailers.

Nao action has been taken as to tuberculous milk or cattle.

Slaughter-houses are mspected monthly, bul no diseased meat has
been found.  There are 23 vegistered slwghter-houses, and one
Iilfl'l]ﬁl'il [RIEL SN

The 23 Bakehouses have been periodically inspected, any defects
being satisfactorily remedied.

Only in one instance could the epidemic of Searlet Fever, which
has prevailed from time to time during the last hve years, be traced
to its source, viz, Cambridge. Maoy eases do not come under
medical eare, and then spremd the disease whilst still infectious.

Insinfection of the honses with formalin is carvied out in all cases,
blankets and bedding bemg steam storilized ar the Joint Tsolation
Huospital.

There were 53 lInspections of Workshops, uncleanliness heing
found and subsequently remedied in 11 instances.

Mowrd WircHrorbd Ruran DisTiricrT.

Area, 26,085 aeres.  Reduced County assessable value, £115,738.

Population at Census 1911 ... e 15
v i l”jl ana o -G.“-:hif}
. Mid-year 1925 ... oo 9,195 (estimate).

[nhabited houses at Census 1921, 1,190, containing 1,205 families,

1925 Statisties :—Birth-rate, 21-75. Death-rate, 13-28. Infantile
Mortality-rate per 1,U0U births, 53:09. llegitimacy-rate per 1,000
births, 53-09.
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The Distriet is flat with but slight elevations, en which the
villages of Doddington, Wimblington, and Manea are built, Ben-
wick and Weleches Dam being on fen soil @ artilicially drained fen
land constitutes the greater part of the distriet. The inhabitants
are engaged in agriculture, and there is very little poverty.

The Birth-rate compares favourably with the four preceding
vears, and is hicher than that for .n'f]n.nfi and Wales.

The Death-rate is higher than for the preceding four years,
although there appears to have been no special eause for sickness,
nor any deleterious environmental conditions specially applicable
during the year,

There is no provision for the isolation of any Infectious Diseuses.
One case ol Diphtheria was sent to Cambridge, at the public expense,

For non-infectious eases the Ambulance at Mareh is available,
No Midwife practises as such in the District, but there is a Nurse
resident at Manea.

The Water Supply is unaltered, Doddington, Wimblington, and
Manen being served with a constant supply from the Marham
Water Works, whilst Welches Dam relies on rain and river water.

Benwick relies on rain-wabter, and rviver water whieh has been
pumped through a gravel bed ; at times the river is low and putrid,
the supply being intermittent.  During times of drought water has
had to be ecarlted in the "."]'”;s,gu, and this ilrlpel‘flu:l. t-;up'l:}l_\' is
considered detrimental to the health of the inhamtants.

It is suggested there may be water at Field's End, Doddington,
and it may be advisable ko bore there, a distance about b 21 miles
from Benwick.

The Rivers or Drainage Water-courses are more or less polluted.

The larger and more thickly populated villages, Doddington,
Wimblington, and Manen, are sewered, and in I..|u- former two the
sewage passes through gravel beds, and later mmto open fen ditehes
which are eleaned out periodically by the Couneil.  DBenwick is
partly sewored, Welches Dam not at all,

A seavenger empties 270 carth closets, and there are 100 water
closets. There are a few cesspits, which the occupiers empty. The
collection of house refuse 1s nob undertaken.

The general housing conditions are fair, and the shortage is
gradlually lessening, whilst there 1s but little overcrowding.  All
defects in housing have been remedied without legal aetion being
required. _

Nine new houses were erecled during the year, three of them by
private persons with State assistanee,

No action has been taken regarding tubercular milk or cattle.
Any diseased meat 1s buried.



There are 7 * registered " Slanghter-houses, all in use; there are
no * lieensed 7 ones.,

Sinee 1920 there has been an epidemic of Searlet Fever in 1921,
when there were 14 cases. and also one of Measles in 1924, when 174
cases were notitied.  In the five vears there were 11 deaths [rom
Influenza.  One ease of Ene L-|||I1:;]'i[i~e Lethargiea oceurred during
the vear.  Diphtheria antitoxin and anti-tetanus serum are supplied
by the Couneil, and arrangements have now heen made for the
examination of swabs and other pathological  specimens, It is
considered that o Veterinary  Inspector should  be appointed to
E"i‘l.]liiltl.' COWS li:l‘ lLI]’Il_,-l'.llIH‘:i"\

During the five vears the inhatants have made great advances
in cleanliness, and have shown a desire for fresh air which was not
so noticeable previously.

There were 30 Inspections of Workshops, no written notices
being required.

THORNEY RBURAL DisTRICT.

Aren, 18,959 acres.  Reduced County assessable value, £15,159.

Population at Census 1911 . v B0
o o EEE .. e 2,308
" Mid-year 1925 ... e 2,081 (estimate).

Inhabited houses at Census 1921, 464, containing 470 families,

1925 Statistics :—Birth-rate, 22-12,  Death-rate, 9-87. Inlantile
Mortality-rate, 8928 per 1,000 births. [legitimacy-rate per 1,000
births, 53-57.

The District is low-lying and flag, the village of Thorney being on
a small island about 150 acres in extent, with gravelly soil, the rest
of the area heing some 10 to 20 fect lower, the soil a black vegetable
loam with a clay subsoil,

Water for the supply of the district is taken from the River Nene
at the Dog-in-a-Doublet Sluice, whence it runs as a canal or river,
the so-called Thorney River, to the village, small drains leading off
ab various points [or the hupph of farms.

Drains carry off all surplus water, and these drains ultimately
empty into the River Nene below Wishech.
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The main industry is agriculture, corn and roots being the
principal crops.  Many acres formerly in grass have been plougherd
during the last sixteen vears. Sheep giazing has practically dis-
appeared, and the number of shirve horses bred has deereased
considerably.

Un an average 36 persons receive Poor Law relief, the cost
thereof being £7 5s. 6id. weekly. There is but little unemployment,
and, as housing is insullicient, gangs of men and women come into
the district from time to time for such work as potato setting,
lifting, and riddling, and for threshing, &e.

The Peterborongh Infirmary and Dispensary is the General
Hospital for the distriet; it contains 75 beds, and there were 852
in-patients, and 2575 out-patients and casualty cases treated there
during 1925, 640 being surgical eases, 530 major operations heing
performed, and 212 medical cases. A new hospital to accommodate
100 beds 15 1n course of erection.

Some patients from this district attend the Wishech Hospital.
Avrangements exist with Peterborough for the admission into
Hospital of cases of Smallpox, and other Infectious Diseases will
also be admitted there providing they have enough accommaodation,
There are no ambulance facilities for either infectious or accident
cases; nor are there any resident Nurses or Midwives.

Rain water, or dyke water, boiled and filtered, is used in houses
outside the village.  Past borings for water resulted only in finding
brackish water, unfit for drinking.

Kxperiment has shown that the present village supply can be
inproved by mereasing the area of the filter beds, and decreasing
the vate of filtration, and Dr. Clapham thinks that the necessary
alterations to improve the bulk of the supply should be taken in
hand as soon as possible.

Some of the houses have water-closets connected with the sewers,
their contents tlowing to collecting tanks, whence they are pumped
on a small sewage farm; others have earth closets, some of these
being emptied by the Council, which also supplies a cart for
scavenging in the village.

Where housing defects were found, they were remedied without
formal notice.

A demolition order made two years ago for three cottages has
remained inoperative, as they are in continuous oceupation by a
family against whom an ejectment order bad been made in con-
neetion with another house. They are said, however, only to be
housed there ** temporarily.”

The houses in the area are unusually good, the inhabitants being
healthy, and free from Infectious Disease. There is no over-
crowding.
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WHITTLESEY RURAL IDISTRICT.

Avea, 25,5937 acres.  Rednced County assessable value, €44,932

'opulation at Census 1911 ... AP R et
o 1931 ... PR 1 111
Mid-year 1925 ... . 0l4 (estnnate).

e

Inhulpilu-ri '|11|Jl-'.|-.-. al [1::|],~;.|_1-~ |‘]_.’| z TT-‘I l11}IIT-ilillilr;_{ T"'\l EILHHI“L:S.

1925 Statistics : —Birth-rate, 19-06.  Death-rate, 13,00,  Infantile
Mortality-rate, 1044 per 1,000 births,  Hlegitimacy-rate per 1,000
hirths, 295,

The physical features comprise fen alluvial soil pierced through at
certain points by gravel caps and the Oxford elay.

There arc no hospitals or other forms of gratuitous medical reliel,
except the DPoor Law, which is fairly well made use of, and a
District Nurse, who is supported by voluntary contributions.

There is no provision for Infectious Diseases other than Small-
pox; nor are there any arrangements for Laboratory work other
than those provided h'l, the '{-_.-IE:IUI|1;1.r Council, and there are no
Adoptive Acts or Bye-laws for sanitary administration.

Several new houses are in eourse of construction anill of econtem
plation, viz., i at Fastrea, 14 at Pond's Bridge, and 30 elsowhere.

The Water Hll}]t]l‘-.' is Mrom surface wells, rivers, and t|l'u.’|t|:s-1, all
more or less contaminated. New houses have the advantage of
metal tanks and rain-water.

There is no Drainage or Sewerage in the distriet except a surface
water drain at Coates. A few of the better houses have water-
closets, but the majority have privy vaults. The new houses at
King's Dyke have the pail system. There is no scavenging in the
district.

There are 3 registered Slaughter-houses, and two notices were
served for the remedy of defects.

Disinfection has been ecarried out in all eases where Infectious
Disease has oceurred.  No notices were served concerning Cowsheds,

In conclusion, Dy. Waddelow states that there has been no

progress made {lLllITIg the past five years in the improvement of
the public health,
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WISBECH RURAL DISTRICT.

Area, 46,113 acres. Reduced County assessable value, £72 456,

Population at Census 1911 ... v T8
" s 1921 ... e 12,989
" Mid-year 1925 ... o 13,730 (estimate)

Inhabited houses at Census 1921, 2,602, containing 2,625 families.

1925 BStatistics :—DBirth-rate, 19 73. Death-rate, 11258 (un-
corrected).  Corrected Death-rate, 10-17 (the lactor for correction
being 0-901).  Infantile Mortality-rate, 7350 per 1,000 births,
Hlegitimacy-rate per 1,000 births, 5487,

The District consists of 8 parishes, lying north, west, and south
of Wishech, and is extremely flat, and essentially vural in chs wacter,
the density of pepulation being approximately one person to every
five acres.

There is still a shortage of cottages throughout the distriet. There
is no system of sewage disposal and no publie scavenging

The Water "iu}:-lll",' for a large I:rL][ of the distnet s excellent,
being supplied by the W ishech Waterworks C ‘ompany.  Others
-lupumt on rain-water stored in underground ei=terns

All Daivies, Cowsheds, Slaughter-houses, and Knackers'-vards
have been inspected, and found elean and satisfactory.

The district has been comparatively free from Infectious Diseases.
During the year the area has been t]l'-.ln-{,tf-{l |}'l,. 1}, Grunson and
the Sanitary lIIhl.’lUGtﬂl and any defects found have been remedied,
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I1I.—PORT.

WiskECH PorT SANITARY AUTHORITY.
The health of the Port has been very good.

The Port Hospital has heen inspected, being found always elean
and ready for use, the Caretakers doing thenr work efliciently.

Pilots meet the xlli}m in :|m-p waber, and awail the G:'L]'I[-:lil}1:‘{
report of freedom from sickness ere going aboard.  Should sickness
be present, the 'ort Medieal Officer of Health visits Lhe ship and
inspects her hefore she goes in the river,

The Customs Oflicers hoad the ship on arvival, and hand out to
the Captain information for the erew relating to the arrangement
for the treatment of Venerveal Discase. 11 berthed ab Sutton Bridee
the Medical Oflicer of Health inspects the ship, but il al Wisheeh,
the mspection s carvied out. by the HLI,rli[..'l_]""l.' |I|5|u-l_-.lnr, All 5-'.|'qi|-:-1'.
berthed at Sutton DBridge were found elean and free from eat
infection.

Aliens do not land in this Port, so that the eleansing and disinfec-
tion of verminous persons is not performed.,

There are no arrangements for the reception of wireless messages.

The tonmage entering the ort was—

Foreign ... e 17,108 tons
Coastwise ... 5412 ..

The principal foreign imports are superphosphate and timber,
whilst one cargo consisted of oats. The coastwise i!'llllljl'[.H Wl
potatoes, maze, olleake, pulp, granite, and barley

Che eockle beds are in desp water, and free from inleetion,
No case ol Tofections Disease occurved, nor was any uncleanliness

found n the 29 1I|~'~|n-l.;riu||.-; miade ol I'm';:i'u_{n vessels, or Lthe 46
iih}:rrlinlm ool consters,
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