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Adjusted Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population..11.8

mid-1955
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 Total (live and still) Births......

Adjusted Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated population

...48.0

Infant Mortality

Live Births Deaths Still Births | Maternal
H | (All Causes) Mortality Total Neo-Natal
| Rate | No. | Rate | No. | Rate | No. | Rate
No. | Rate | No. | Rate | No. | per | of | per of | per of | per
Regis-| per |Regis-| per |Regis-| 1000 Deaths| 1000 [Deaths| 1000 Deaths! 1000
tered | 1000 | tered | 1000 | tered | Total |Regis-| Total |Regis-| Live |Regis-! Live
pop'n _.HH._HU.H... Births| tered | Births| tered |Births| tered |Births
|
Year 1955 .| 334 _._._m._m 182 | *9-1 17 48 2 | 570 8 24 5 15
Year 1954 342 | 17-0 | 231 | 11-5 7 20 | Nil | Nil | 10 | 29 7 | 20
Year 1953 328 | 16-3 | 201 | 100 | 11 32 | Nil | Nil 14 43 10 | 30
Year 1952 310 | 153 | — [11:2 | 12 37 | Nil | Nil | 14 | 45 11 35
Year 1951 .| 321 [ 158 | 239|118 8 24 1 | 304 | 10 31 5 16
Year 1950 .. 371|182 | 257 | 126 8 21 Nil _ Nil 17 46 10 27
Average 5 years
1950—1954 — | 165 — | 114 — 27 | — ﬁ 06l | — 37| — —

*Adjusted [live birth rate (comparability factor—0-96)=15-9 per 1000]
[Death rate (comparability factor—1-30) = 118 per 1000]






2. General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

LABORATORY ARRANGEMENTS.

Bacteriological examinations are carried out by the Pathological
Department of the Wigan Royal Infirmary and by the Public Health
Laboratories, Monsall, Manchester. Bacteriological and chemical
examinations of water samples are carried out by the City Analyst,
Liverpool. A report on every examination is made to the Public
Health Department.

During 1955 reports were made to the Authority on the following
specimens : 9 samples of Water, 114 samples of Milk and 30 samples
of Ice Cream.

AMBULANCE ARRANGEMENTS.

During the year Non-Infectious, Infectious, Accident and Maternity
Cases were dealt with adequately by the motor ambulances belonging
to the Lancashire County Council stationed at Hindley and Ashton-in-
Makerfield.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.

No applications were received during the year under sub-section 3,
section 47, of the National Assistance Act, 1948.

3. Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

WATER SUPPLY

The District is supplied with water from the Council’'s own deep
wells at Golborne and the Rivington Reservoirs belong to Liverpool
Corporation.

The water is naturally very hard, being caused by Calcium and
Magnesium Bicarbonate salts, and is softened by lime treatment at the
Golborne Waterworks. The water is found to be pure bacteriologically,
the supply being constant and sufficient.
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Street cleansing is undet the control of the Surveyor, 14.56 miles
of streets being cleansed by 6 men with 5 Street Orderly Carts.

The collection and disposal of houschold refuse is under the super-
vision of the Sanitary Inspector. Two S.D. Freighter Motor Vehicles were
engaged regularly on the collection of household refuse and the emptying
of the few privy middens and pail closets that still remain, a further 5.D.
Freighter Motor Vehicle being employed from the 1st December, 1955.
On one half day per week they are employed in the collection of waste
paper from shops. The staff engaged on these duties comprises 2 drivers
and 12 labourers. ihe average interval between collections is 9 days
for dust bin refuse and 4 weeks for privy middens. During the year,
refuse was disposed of by controlled tipping at two tips in the District,
Platt Bridge and Canal Street. The tips are adequate for the District
and entail minimum haulage.

Under the provisions of Section 75/3 of the Public Health Act, the
Council provide and maintain dust bins for domestic refuse, the expense
being met from the general rate fund. During the year 304 dust bins
were replaced, 32 supplied to new Council houses and 3 to newly erected
other houses. i

There are 5683 dust bins, 30 privy middens and 35 pail closets
within the District. The amount of refuse dealt with was as follows —

No. of loads of refuse removed. .. e 3489
Approx. weight of refuse removed ... ... G650 tons
Approx. No. of dust bins emptied ... ..192,500
Approx. No. of privy middens emptied SR
Approx. No. of pail closets emptied ... . 1800

Salvage

An incentive bonus scheme was adopted by the Council in 1951,
and the workmen engaged on salvage collection are given a bonus at
the rate of 33.33%, on all waste paper above 4} tons per month and
33.839%, on all other materials salvaged. The collection of kitchen waste
has been discontinued. :

Total amount and value of salvage collected during 1955 :
Tons Cwts. Ors. £ s d

Waste Paper i) 7 3 473 12 0
——— e






There are 26 factory and works chimneys within the District. No
formal action regarding smoke abatement was necessary during the year,
co-operation with local works managers being readily obtained.

SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS

There are none in the District.

VERMINOUS PREMISES

During the year 8 Council houses and 24 other houses were found
to be infested with bugs. These houses were treated with Zaldecide, a
disinfectant containing 5%, D.D.T., which has been found to be highly
efficient. Periodical inspections of these houses are carried out to pre-
vent re-infestation.

OFFENSIVE TRADES

There is only one registered offensive trade (tripe boiler) situate
in the District. Many improvements have recently been made to the
premises and the trade is carried on without offence.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES

There are no registered common lodging houses, but a Railwayman's
Hostel belonging to the British Railways is situate within the District.

This hostel provides accommodation for 35 men and is mostly used
by the railway employees working on the main line from London to the
North. The premises are clean and generally kept in a satisfactory
condition.

FACTORIES

The following table gives particulars of the inspections during the
vear under Part 1 of the Factories Act, 1937, and an analysis of the
defects which were found, with particulars of the action taken.
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CANAL BOATS

The Leeds and Liverpool canal passes through the District, but the
Council is not a Registration Authority under the Canal Boats Act.
Most of the canal boats are registered in the County Boroughs of Black-
burn and Liverpool. Five canal boats were imspected during the year.
No infringements under the Act were found.

SCHOOLS

The water supply to the Schools in the area is constant and sufficient.

The majority of the Schools are provided with separate W.C'.s, each
with its own cistern and flushing provision. but in certain schools there
still remain forms of automatic flushing. It is desirable in the interest
of hygiene that these should be replaced by water closets of the
independently flushed type. Regular lime-washing of conveniences is
arranged for by the Education Authority in the case of all Schools in
the area.

A canteen is provided at each school for the taking of school meals,
and these are in a satisfactory condition.

RODENT CONTROL

The number of complaints received regarding the infestation of rats
and mice was 99. A part time rodent operator is employed by the
Council. He makes frequent inspections of various premises throughout
the District and under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector deals
vifectively with all infestations discovered.

The sewers were treated twice during the year. 283 man-holes were
baited on the first treatment 25 being found to be infested and 247
man-holes on the second treatment, 19 being found to be infested.

The treatment of infestations found at dwelling houses is carned
out free of charge, but a charge is made for the treatment of business
premises.

The types of bait and poison used during treatments were sausage
rusk and zinc phosphide, bread mash and arsenic oxide, and warfarin.

13






4. Housing.

The township consists chiefly of working class houses, which are
«old in type, and congested in certain areas.

Mining subsidence is responsible for much damage to structure,
and old houses are continuously in need of repairs, which are rendered
-difficult by the shortage of labour and building materials.

Most of the bad cases of overcrowding have been relieved, but the
sitnation has not greatly improved owing to newly-married couples
having to live with their parents. The problem is not one of inability
to pay the rentals of houses but is the actual shortage of houses.

Schemes are in hand for the provision of 54 permanent houses
to alleviate the housing position.
HOUSING STATISTICS.
Number of new houses erected during the year:

Traditional permanent houses :
(i) By the Local Authority ... TN

(ii) By other Authorities A—

(iii) By other bodies and persons

L= %]

1. Inspection of dwelling-houses during the vear :—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts) ... .. 1128

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose .. 2181
(2) Dwelling-houses unfit for human habitation and not

capable at reasonable expense of being rendered fit :

{a) Number found during year ... .. 489

(b) No. (or estimated No.) at end of year ... ... 480
{3) Number of dwelling-houses found during the year to be

not in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation
but capable of being rendered fit ... ... 419
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| :
Methylene Phosphatase { Tuberculosis
Blue Test Test | Test
T'ype of Milk . '[ |
Satis- jUnsatisa Satis- Unsatis—l Satis- |Unsatis-
factory | factory | factory | factory | factory | factory
Pasteurised ..| 27 | 2 | 29 ‘ B - | -
Tobeccnlintes-| 2¢ | 4 | 8 | — | — R—
ted Pasteurised ' ' | '
ICE-CREAM

There are 2 ice-cream manufacturing premises in the District which
are of recent construction and contain modern equipment for the efficient
heat-treatment and cooling of ice-cream. One of the manufacturers pro-
«duces a loose ice-cream and the other a wrapped ice-cream. Samples
are taken frequently for examination and the results have been very
satisfactory.

158 nspections were made of the 6i) premises, mostly mixed busi-
nesses, which are registered for the sale of pre-packed ice-cream, modern
refrigerators being provided in all cases for the storage of the ice-cream.

30 samples of the various ice products sold within the District were
submitted for bacteriological examination and were classified as follows:-

Grade 1 VT
Grade 2 9
Grade 3 et i Y
Grade 4 0

INSPECTION OF FOOD PREMISES

The Model Food Bye-laws have been adopted, and all food shops
in the District are inspected regularly.

The following are the number of food premises, by type of business,
in the district.

21






























