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In the next Table are shown the chief causes of Death and number
of Deaths from each cause in 1951, as compared with the previous year.

Cause of Death No. of Deaths

1950 1951
Tuberculosis, respiratory .............c.co..... 8 5
I berEloais, DHHEL ...ivoviiiviimiassnnsnisaanss 4 1
N RS O | 0
Whooping Cough ............................... 0 0
Meningococcal Infections .......cccevvvvvninenn, 5 oh 0
pente Polomyelilis ..o visriasianssosssasinns 0 1
e e o 0 1
Other Infective and Parasitic Diseases ..... 5] 2
R s s e 37 30
Leukaemia, aleukaemia ........ccocoiieniennes 0 1
e e BT R R s AT A 4 1
Vascular lesions of nervous system ....... 26 25
Coronary disease angina ..............co..eiees 18 18
Hypertension with heart disease ............ 6 7
ENEET HeaYt dISease ... ..iceivcvisimsiorianine 67 42
Other circulatory disease ...................... 5 11
T L e e e e R 2 8
e i T et e e e S 8 12
Bronchitis ........... el i e 21
Other diseases of resplralary system ..... 2 Z
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ........... 0 5
(astritis, enteritis and diarrhoea ............ 0 1
Nephritis and nephrosis ..............ceuveeee 4 1
Hyperplasia of prostate .......coccivvvincinenns 1 2
Pregnancy, childbirth and abortion ....... 0 1
Congenital malformations .................... 4 3
PP TIER I GEE, .0 0 ih fssas o bassnan e s sans 30 30
Suicide and violent deaths .................... 13 8

257 239

2. General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

LABORATORY ARRANGEMENTS.

Bacteriological examinations are carried out by the Pathological
Department of the Wigan Royal Infirmary and by the Public Health
Laboratories, Monsall, Manchester, and the arrangements are satis-
factory. A report on every examination is made to the Public Health
Department.

During 1951 reports were made to the Authority on the following
specimens : 12 Throat Swabs, 10 samples of Water, 61 samples of
Milk and 30 samples of Ice Cream.




AMBULANCE ARRANGEMENTS.

During the year Non-Infectious, Infectious, Accident and Maternity
Cases were dealt with adequately b]r the motor ambuianccs belonging
to the Lancashire County Council stationed at Hindley a.d Ashton-in-
Makerfield.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.

No applications were received during the year under sub-section 8,
section 47, of the National Assistance Act, 1948,

3. Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.
WATER SUPPLY.

The two sources of the Water Supply are the Council’s own Deep
Wells at Golborne, and the Rivington Reservoirs belonging to the
Liverpool Corporation. The supply is constant, good and sufficient, and
the possibilities of contamination are very sl1ght

One chemical and one bacteriological examination of the raw water
were made during the vear and found to be satisfactory, although hard.

The piped supply of water to the township after chlorination and
softening treatment was examined 4 times bacteriologically and 4 times
chemically during the year 1951, and found to be satisfactory.

All houses in the district have a piped supply of water from the
main, with the exception of the house known as Bank Top House, on
the Aspull boundary, whose supply is derived from an adjacent spring
of pure water.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The Drainage System is of the usual type: storm water and sewage
being carried away in a common sewer.

At the Sewage Works, Bacterial Filter Beds are in use, and no out-
standing development has taken place during the year.

All reconstructed house drainage work is subject to inspection, the
smoke or other appropriate test being applied wherever facilities exist.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.
No action has been required with regard to the pollution of streams.

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION (at the end of 1951):

Number of Privy Middens ... 63
Number of Closets attached to an}r Mu:'ldem a7
Number of Pail Closets 35
Number of Freshwater Closets ... PR

Number of Waste Water Closets —
Number of Dry Ashpits for Refuse .. —
Number of Moveable Ashbins for Refuse ... 5484
Number of Houses on Water Carriage System 5338

H



Under the General Conversion Scheme, the Local Authority pays
part of the cost of each conversion, with a maximum of £6 per con-
version. No conversions were made during 1951.

Fresh water closet accommodation is provided for all new property
erected in the district.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Street scavenging and removal of House Refuse is carried out by
the Local Authority.

Two S.D. Freighter motor vehicles are employed on refuse col-
lection work. The average interval between collections is 9 days for
dustbin refuse and 4 weeks for privy middens. The refuse is disposed of
at four tips where controlled tipping is carried out.

There is no destructor in the district.

The removal of House Refuse is supervised by the Sanitary
Inspector, but he is not responsible for the scavenging of the streets.

SANITARY INSPECTIONS OF THE AREA.

Number of premises visited ... SR T |
Number of Nuisances discovered .. 1894
Number of Nuisances abated ... ... 1697
Number of Informal Notices served ... L
Number of Statutory Notices served ... ... 177
Number of Legal Proceedings ... R

SHOPS AND OFFICES.

All food shops in the district have been inspected during the year,
and many improvements, including the provision of washing facilities,
hot water facil.ties and suthcent sanitary accommodation, have been
carried out.

CAMPING SITES.

There are no licensed sites or caravans in the district.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The Authority is represented on the Manchester and District
Regional Smoke Abatement Committee. Contact is maintained between
the Officers of the Public Health Department and local Works Mana~ers

with regard to smoke abatement.

There are 24 factory and works chimneys in the district, and a
time limit of 2 minutes in any half-hour has bezen fixed for the emissicn

of black smoke.

SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS
There are none in the district.






No. of | No. of

Premises No. of | riitten occup’rs

Inspect'ns | Notices |pros'ted
Factories with Mechanical Power....... 66 6 -
Factories without Mechanical Power... 11 | S
T S R — s Al
TOTALS. . ccins 77 7 o

Under Part VIII of the Act, visits were made to premises occupied
by two outworkers. The premises were satisfactory,

CANAL BOATS.

Eight Canal Boats were inspected during the year, and no infringe-
ments of Acts were discovered.

SCHOOLS.

The water supply to the Schools in the area is constant and sufficient.

The majority of the Schools are provided with separate W.C'".s, each
with its own cistern and flushing provision. but in certain schools there
still remain forms of automatic flushing. It is desirable in the intereste
ot hygiene that these should be replaced by water closets of the
independently flushed type. Regular lime-waszhing of conveniences is
arranged for by the Education Authority in the case of all Schools in
the area.

The facilities for the handling of meals at six of the schools are
reasonably good, but are unsatisfactory at the remaining three schools.

4. Housing.

The township consists chiefly of working class houses, which are
old in type, and congested in certain areas.

Mining subsidence is responsible for much damage to structure,
and old houses are continuously in need of repairs, which are rendered
difficult by the shortage of labour and building materials.

Most of the bad cases of overcrowding have been relieved, but the
situation has not greatly improved owing to newly-married couples
having to live with their parents. The problem is not one of inability
to pay the rentals of houses but is the actual shortage of houses,

Schemes are in hand for the provision of 284 permanent houses
to alleviate the housing position.






(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit
after service of formal notices
(a) By owners i 148
(b) By Local ﬁuthont}? in default of owners ... —

C.—Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing

Act, 1936:
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made o 4

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuam:e
of Demolition Orders 2k

D.—Proceedings under Section 12 of the Hﬂusmg ﬁct lﬁ.jﬁ
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were made  —
(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the temement or room having been
rendered fit ... sy e

4. HOUSING ACT, 1936—Part TV—Overcrowding :
(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the

year et e approx. 500
(2) Number of famllle*: dwclllng therem approx. 700
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein ... approx. 3750

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during
the vear : 20

(¢) (1) Number of cases of -::vercrcu.dlng rehm’cd dunng thE
vear 5
(2) Number of perscn.u CUNCEr led in Eu::h cases IR

5. Inspection and Supervision of Food.
@) MILK SUPPLY.

An adequate supply of milk is produced within, or brought into
the district.

A total of 61 samples of milk were submitted for examination
during the vear and the results were as follows :—

Methylene Phosphatase | Tuberculosis

Blue Test Test . Test
Type of Milk | . —
Satis- |Unsatis-| Satis- Unsatis-| Satis- |Unsatis-
factory | factory | factory  factory | factory | factory
|
Ungraded ... 5 3 - - 4 -

Heat-treated | 30 4 9 =% 13 .
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(c) ICE-CREAM.

Two new ice-cream manufacturing premises containing modern and
efficient equipment have been erected in the district and are both

operating satisfactorily under constant supervision of the health depart-
ment.

30 samples of ice-cream were submitted for examination, and were
«classified as follows :—

B e ot L i s s it o B v i s b w v e S
Grade 2 ¢
Grade 3
Grade 4 St e e e R

(d) FOOD POISONING.

No cases of food poisoning occurred in the district during 1951.
(e) CLEAN FOOD CAMPAIGNS.

The Model Food Byelaws have been adopted and all food shops in
the district are inspected frequently to ensure compliance by the occupiers
and food-handlers with the provisions laid down in the byelaws.

2 bD GO b

6. Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Disease.

During 1951, cases of infectious disease requiring hospital treatment
were removed to Whelley and Astley Hospitals.

8 cases of Scarlet Fever were notified during the year, as against
28 in 1950, and of the 8 cases, 2 were removed to hospital for treatment.

No cases Diphtheria were notified during the year, or in the
previous year.

One case of Meningococcal Infection and one case of Acute Ence-
phalitis (infective) were notified during the year, both cases being
removed to hospital.

Supplies of Diphtheria Antitoxin are kept at the Divisional Health
Office, and the local hospitals, and are always available to the medical
practitioners.

As stated earlier in the Report, 12 Throat Swabs were reported
upon to the Authority by the Wigan Infirmary Laboratory.

Free immunisation against Diphtheria i1s provided for any pre-
-school or school-child, and is performed by the Medical Officer at the
Central Clinic. During 1951 218 pre-school and 12 school children
completed a full course of primary immunisation with two injections
of Alum precipitated Toxoid. In addition, 60 children were given a
secondary or reinforcing injection.

No preliminary and no post-Schick tests were unaertaken.

No immunisation against the Enteric Group was undertaken during
1951.

13






Outbreaks of Measles and Whooping Cough of mild types occurred
«during the early part of the year.

No local action has been taken with regard to the use of measles
serum for prophylaxis or attenuation, and there are no existing facilities
for the typing of pneumococci and for the provision of appropriate

type sera.

The general standard of cleanliness and habits in the district remains
high, and the cases of infestation by head lice dealt with at the Clinic
were few, and were successfully treated with D.D.T. Emulsion.

DISINFECTION.

Disinfection of premises and materials is carried out by the staff
of the Public Health Department.

All dwelling houses are dealt with on death, removal to hospital,
or release from isolation of infectious cases.

During 1951, 28 houses were disinfected by the Department.

Houses are disinfected by the method of Formalin Spray, and it
is usual, in the district, to disinfect after Phthisis, but not as routine
after Measles.

The Steam Disinfector at the Sewage Works, Platt Bridge, was
utilised for the Disinfection of the Clothing, Bedding etc., where neces-
sary, of all patients suffering from infectious disease.

{CANCER.

30 deaths (16 male and 14 female) were certified as due to Cancer
«during the year, as compared with 57 in 1950.

Facilities for Radium treatment are available to Ince residents at
the Radium Institute, Manchester, and at the Wigan Infirmary, which,
for this purpose, is a sub-clinic of the Manchester Centre.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The dispensary service is under the control of the Regional Hospital
Board, and Ince cases attended at the Dispensary in Millgate, Wigan.

11 new cases of Tuberculosis were notified during 1951, 9 being
cases of Pulmonary, and 2 cases of non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 6
deaths from Pulmonary and non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis were registered
during the year.
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