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FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

247 visits were paid to factories and workshops under the Factories
Act, 1937, and their condition was found satisfactory.

CANAL BOATS.

) 100 Canal Boats were inspected during the year, and no infringement
of the Acts was discovered.

There were no cases of overcrowding.

SCHOOLS.

The water supply to the Schools in the area is constant and sufficient.

The majority of the Schools are provided with separate W.C'.s, each
with its own cistern and flushing provision. but in certain schools there
still remain forms of automatic flushing. It is desirable in the interests
ot hygiene that these should be replaced by water closets of the
independently flushed type. Regular lime-washing of conveniences is
arranged for by the Education Authority in the case of all Schools in
the area.

4. Housing.

The township consists chiefly of working class houses, which are old
in type, and congested in certain areas.

Mining subsidence is responsible for much damage to structure, and
old houses are continuously in need of repairs.

Since the outbreak of the war, reconditioning work has been reduced
to a minimum, and clearance of property has been brought to a stand-
still.

Most of the worst cases of overcrowding in the district were relieved
by the tenancy of houses on the Pennington Lane Housing Site.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

Number of new houses erected during the year :

(a) Total (including numbers given separately under (b) —
(i) By the Local Authority ... cii —
(ii) By other Authorities —
(iii) By other bodies and persons ... e —

(b) With State Assistance under the Housing Acts :
(i) By the Local Authority ... -
(iii) By other bodies and persons ... e,
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6. Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Disease.

During 1942, cases of infectious disease, requiring hospital treatment,
were removed to the Astley Sanatorium of the Leigh Joint Hospital
Board, by agreement.

15 cases of Scarlet Fever were notified during the vear, as against 49
in 1941, and of the 15 cases, 2 were removed to hospital for treatment.

13 cases of Diphtheria of a mild type were notified during the vear,
«compared with 17 in the previous year. Of the 18 cases, 12 were
removed to hospital for treatment. There was one fatal case.

Supplies of Diphtheria Antitoxin are kept at the Town Hall, and
at the Higher and Lower Ince Police Stations, and are always available
to the medical practitioners

Contacts of cases of Diphtheria have been excluded from school,
and kept under close observation

As stated earlier in the Report, 5t Throat Swabs were reported upon
to the Authority by the Wigan Infirmary Laboratory.

Free immunisation against Diphtheria is provided for any pre-school
or school-child, and is performed by the Medical Officer at the Central
Clinic. During 1942. 178 pre-school and 253 school children were
immunised with two injections of Alum precipitated Toxoid.

No preliminary and no post-Schick tests were undertaken.

2 cases of Cerebro spinal Fever were notified during the year, and
removed to hospital for treatment. One case proved fatal.

No immunisation against the Enteric Group was undertaken during
1942,

Measles of a mild type was prevalent during the year.

No local action has been taken with regard to the use of measles
serum for prophylaxis or attenuation, and there are no existing facilities
for the typing of pneumococci and for the provision of appropriate type
sera.

A fairly considerable increase in the number of cases of Scabies
treated at the School Clinics was noted, but no difficulty was experienced
in dealing with them
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DISINFECTION.

Disinfection of premises and materials is carried out by the staff of
the Public Health Department.

All dwelling houses are dealt with on death, removal to hospital, or
release from isolation of infectious cases.

During 1942, 126 houses were disinfected by the Department.

Houses are disinfected by the method of Formalin Spray, and it is
usual, in the district, to disinfect after Phthisis, but not as routine after
Measles.

The Steam Disinfector belonging to Hindley U. D. Council was
utilised for the Disinfection of the Clothing, Bedding, etc., of patients not
removed to Hospital.

CANCER.

22 deaths (10 male and 12 female) were certified as due to
Cancer during the year, compared with 86 in 1941.

Facilities for Radium treatment are available to Ince residents at
the Radium Institute, Manchester, and at the Wigan Infirmary, which,
for this purpose, is a sub-clinic of the Manchester Centre.

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.

Mo local action has been taken under Section 176 of the Public Health
Act 1936, for the prevention of blindness, or for the treatment of persons
suffering from any disease or injury to the eyes.

The administration of the Blind Persons Act 1920 is undertaken in
this area by the staff of the County Medical Officer of Health.

TUBERCULOSIS.

This service is under the control of the Lancashire County Council,
and Ince cases attend at the County Dispensary in Mesnes Park Terrace,
Wigan.

41 new cases of Tuberculosis were notified during 1942, 25 being
cases of Pulmonary, and 16 cases of non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 13

deaths from Pulmonary, and 1 from Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis were
registered during the vyear.

Notification of the disease in the district is quite satisfactory, and no
action has been necessary under the Public Health Act, 1986, relating
to the compulsory removal of tuberculous patients to Hospital.

The subjoined Table shows the new cases of Tuberculosis and the
deaths in age groups.
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The Nurses reported as follows on the Infant Welfare work—

Number of First Visits to new Babies 371
Number of Supervision Visits—under one year 3738

Number of Supervision Visits—over one year
and up to five years 6385

10123
Number of Children who attended at the Clinic
for the first time during the year—
(a) Children under one year of age ... 333
(b) Children between the agEa of one yeur
and five years 10
343

In accordance with the Puerperal Pyrexia Regulations, arrangements
were made with the Wigan Infirmary for the provision of consultant
advice, and bacteriological examinations, when requested by the medical

actitioner, while home nursing of these cases is taken over by the Home

isitors from the attendant Midwives. Cases requiring hospital treatment
would be removed to Astley Sanatorium. One case of Puerperal Pyrexia
was notified during 1942.

Maternal Deaths are investigated by the stafl of the County Medical
Officer, with the co-operation of the District Medical Officer.

Orthopadic treatment for children under five years of age is carried
out under the Lancashire County Scheme at the Wigan Clinic, in close
co-operation with the similar treatment of school children under the
School Medical Service. X-ray and Sunlight cases receive treatment
at the Wigan Infirmary and Manchester Royal Infirmary, while operatign
cases are admitted to the Biddulph Grange Orthopadic Hospital.

Under the Public Health (Ophthalmia Neonatorum) Regulations,
1926 to 1937, the home nursing of Ophthalmia Neonatorum cases is
undertaken by the Health Visitors, while cases requiring hospital treatment
would be sent to the Wigan Public Assistance Institution.

Cases occurring during 1942 are classified as follows—
——Ophthalmia Cases——

Number Treated Treatedin  Vision Vision Total
Notified at Home Hospital Unimpaired Impaired Blindness Deaths
0 0 0 0 0 0 0

The Health Visitors act as Infant Protection Visitors for the discharge
of the functions of the Local Authority under Part VII of the Public
Health Act, 1936.












