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ANNUAL REPORT

FOR 1941
OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS
OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY.

Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer—

. H. POTTER, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.5, L.R.C.P.,,
D.P.H.

Consultant Obstetrician (o Ante-Natal Clinic—
C. H. WALSH, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.0.G., D.P.H.

Consultant Bacteriologist—G. CARY LYNCH,
M.D., D.P.H.

Dental Surgeon—E. A. HAIGH, L.D.S. . R.C.5. (Eng.).

Sanitary Inspector—W. THORPE, Certificate Royal
Sanitary Institute, and Meat Inspector’s Certificate.

Sanitary Inspector’s Assistant—B. FRANCE,
(Serving in H. M. Forces).
Health Visitors—

MISS E. L. SAYER, S.R.N., S.CM., Cert.R.S.I.
MISS F. M. GILLEN, S.R.N., S.C.M,, Cert.R.5.1.
















AMBULANCE ARRANGEMENTS.

Infectious Cases were removed to Hospital in the motor ambulance
of the Leigh Joint Hospital Board during the year 1941.

During the same year Non-Infectious, Accident and Maternity Cases
were dealt with by either the motor ambulances belonging to the Wigan
Borough Police, or by the motor ambulance belonging jointly to the
Urban Districts of Ince, Hindley and Abram.

The arrangements made with the neighbouring authorities of Wigan,
Hindley, and Leigh Joint Hospital Board for the use of their Infectious
and Non-Infectious Ambulances, ensured that the ambulance facilities
for the area were adequate.

NURSING IN THE HOME.

Home Nursing is carried out in the area by the two Nurses employed
by the Ince-in-Makerfield District Nursing Associaton, which is affiliated
to the Lancashire County Nursing Assocation.

The District Nurses do not nurse cases of infectious disease, nor do
they act as midwives nor maternity nurses.

No contribution is made by the Local Autharity towards their
upkeep, which depends upon a Provident Scheme of regular weekly
contributions by the householders of the District.

The Local Supervising Authority under the Midwives Act, for the
area, is the Lancashire County Council.

CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

An Ante-natal Clinic is held at the Central Clinic, Ince Green Lane.

on alternate Monday afternoons at 1-45 p.m., and is conducted by Mr.
C. H. Walsh, M.B., F.R.C.0.G.

Child Welfare Clinics are held at the Central Clinic on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons from 2-0—4-0 p.m.

As part of the School Medical Service, Minor Ailment Clinics are
held daily and Dental Clinics on Tuesday morning from 9-80 a.m. to 12-0
noon and Wednesday afternoon from 1-80—4-0 p.m.  These clinics are
held at the Central Clinic, Ince Green Lane, which is combined for the
Maternity and Child Welfare and School Medical Services.

Orthopadic defects among pre-school and school children are dealt
with under the Lancashire County Council Scheme. The Orthopzdic
Surgeon attends on the first and third Mondays in each month, at thd
School Clinic, Library Street, Wigan, and the Orthopadic Nurse attends
each Monday morning.

Children requiring Artificial Light treatment attend at the Wigan
Infirmary.

All Clinics are functioning normally during the war period.
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6. Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Disease.

During 1941, cases of infectious disease, requiring hospital treatment,
were removed to the Astley Sanatorium of the Leigh Joint Hospital

Board, by agreement.

49 cases of Scarlet Fever were notified during the year, as against 50
in 1940, and of the 49 cases, 17 were removed to hospital for treatment.
There were no fatal cases.

17 cases of Diphtheria of a mild type were notified during the year,
compared with 16 in the previous year. Of the 17 cases, 10 were
removed to hospital for treatment.  There were no fatal cases.

Supplies of Diphtheria Antitoxin are kept at the Town Hall, and
at the Higher and Lower Ince Police Stations, and are always available
to the medical practitioners

Contacts of cases of Diphtheria have been excluded from school,
and kept under close observation

As stated earlier in the Report, 57 Throat Swabs were reported upon
to the Authority by the Wigan Infirmary Laboratory.

Free immunisation against Diphtheria is provided for any pre-school
or school-child, and is performed by the Medical Officer at the Central
Clinic. During 1941, 46 pre-school and 565 school children were
immunised with two injections of Alum precipitated Toxoid (Parke, Davis
& Co.). No preliminary and no post-Schick tests were undertaken.

3 cases of Paratyphoid B Fever were notified during the year, and
removed to hospital for treatment. All the cases progressed satisfactorily.

No immunisation against the Enteric Group was undertaken during
1941.

Measles of a mild type was prevalent during the year,
No local action has been taken with regard to the use of measles
serum for prophylaxis or attenuation, and there are no existing facilities

for the typing of pneumococci and for the provision of appropriate type
sera.
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DISINFECTION.

Disinfection of premises and materials is carried out by the staff of
the Public Health Department.

All dwelling houses are dealt with on death, removal to hospital, or
release from isolation of infectious cases.

During 1941, 118 houses were disinfected by the Department.

Houses are disinfected by the method of Formalin Spray, and it is
usual, in the district, to disinfect after Phthisis, but not as routine after
Measles.

The Steam Disinfector belonging to Hindley U. D. Council was
utilised for the Disinfection of the Clothing, Bedding, etc., of patients not
removed to Hospital.

CANCER.

86 deaths (19 male and 17 female) were certified as due to Cancer
during the year, compared with 29 in 1940.

Facilities for Radium treatment are available to Ince residents at
the Radium Institute, Manchester, and at the Wigan Infirmary, which,
for this purpose, is a sub-clinic of the Manchester Centre.

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.

No local action has been taken under Section 176 of the Public Health
Act 1936, for the prevention of blindness, or for the treatment of persons
suffering from any disease or injury to the eyes.

The administration of the Blind Persons Act 1920 is undertaken in
this area by the staff of the County Medical Officer of Health.

TUBERCULOSIS.

This service is under the control of the Lancashire County Council,
and Ince cases attend at the County Dispensary in Mesnes Park Terrace,
Wigan.

40 new cases of Tuberculosis were notified during 1941, 28 being
cases of Pulmonary, and 12 cases of non-Pulmonary ]}guberculnsis. 14
deaths from Pulmonary, and 4 from non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis were
registered during the year.

Notification of the discase in the district is quite satisfactory, and no
action has been nceessary under the Public Health Act, 1936, relating
to the compulsory removal of tuberculous patients to Hospital.

No action has been necessary under the Public Health (Prevention
of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, relating to persons suffering from
Pulmonary Tuberculosis employed in the milk trade.

The subjoined Table shows the new cases of Tuberculosis and the
deaths in age groups.
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