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SV AL REFPORT

Medical Ofticer of Health

INCE-IN-MAKERFIELD

EREEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL,

FOR THE YEAR 1896.

NUISANCE INSPECTOR'S SUMMARY APPENDED.
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Presented to the Council on the roth day of February, 18ay.



T EELE:

Urban District Council of Ince-in-Makertfield.

(IENTLEMEN,

It iz with 1:-|1':1$l:|h! | present to you this repurt of the F.'Illit-:lr:ll" condition and the health of this district 1_'[|,|,ring the
whole of the year 1806,

A perusal of this report will, T am sure, give you some satisfaction for the earnest manner in which you have em-
barked in public improvements during the past year. It is impossible to overlook the fact that the improvements you
are oW uEIi‘.!:I,:'lllj_; wonld have been a boon to this district years ago, and would have had a marked effect on the murt.a]it,!
tables, as well as conducing to the greater comfort of the inhabitants of this distriet. That the improvements are being
carried out without unduly burdening the ratepayer is also commendable, as to impoverish the district, by driving works
from our midst or direetly straining the resources of the people would most assuredly act as a factor in inereasing the
death-rate. Poverty is one of the natural enemies of life and health. Local influences render this district diffienlt to
deal with from a zeullihu'}' G int of view, il the character of the soil and ﬁ-tl]lﬂl.-"li, onr sitnation in a hollow hasin with
an earthy degree of moisture almest approaching that of ground water, many stagnant pools, the result of mil-ligg
operations, the difficulty experienced in managing the drainage, the social evils existing amongst the inhabitants them_
selves, all form loeal characteristics, and all have their effects on the health of the community generally,

There is no need to be disheartened by the bad recond for the year 1885, as the death-rate all over the British
Islands was markedly inereased, and was undoubtedly due to the very bad weather experienced throughout the year, and
not the result of inefficient local administration.

There is no doubt that the improvements you have effected during the past five years, both in the streets and the
dwellings of the people, have much to do with the steady ill:lrnr'l.'ﬂmrlil, of the vital statistics of this district.

VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1896,

During the year 1896, we have had 863 births registered, vie, 454 male and 409 female childen, this number being
37 less than the number registered during the year 1895, when 900 births were registered, and 18 less than 1894, when
the number was 881. The birth-rate for the year was 41-09 per thonsand of the estimated population. In the tabulated
statement following, you can compare the hirth-rates for the pest cight years,

THE DEATHS registered during the year 1896 veached a total of 449 ; of these 244 were males, and 205 were
females. This number is 94 less than the number registered for the year 1885, but is 71 greater than the number for
the year 1894, The death-rate for the year 1896, was 213 per thousand of the estimated population, the rate for the L
yeur 1895 being 26-3, thus the rate for last year is 5 per thousand less than the preceding year, and with the single
exception of the year 1894, the death-rate has never been o low in this district. The average rate for the preceding
three years is 22:6, whilst the average for the preceding seven years was 25 However, a perusal of the tables will show

clearly a marked improvement during the past three years.
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There were 50 deaths from the principal zymotic diseases during the year 1896, giving a zymotic deathe-rate for the
year of 2-38, agninst 84 deaths during the year 1895, with a rate of 4-07 and a rate of 3-07 per thousand for the year
1894. Thus this rate for the past year was 169 less than that of the year 1885, and 69 lower than the rate for the year
1894. The total return also shows a saving of 34 lives over the preceding year.

Table of birth, death, and zymofic rates for the past eight years :—

| |
Zi)'mﬂlic Death-rate per J Birth-rate per |
000 of the estimated Dieath-rate per 1,000 1,000 of the | YEAR
population. of the population, population, Sl
G-08 257 456 15839
430 258 477 1850
514 3006 49:59 1891
420 202 46-9 1892
4-30 23-3 46-5 1893
307 184 433 1894
407 263 436 1395
238 213 1109 ! 1896

I cannot allow the foregoing table to pass without drawing your attention to the fact that the zymotic death-rate
was the lowest recorded annual rate for the past eight years,

&gpi_u this year the fol]uh"ing tabiles of the muﬂulit._'l.' at diferent ages 14 'u'urt,]L:,' of your attention ;—

Ages at which death oceurred. Year 1504, | Year 1895, ‘r Year 1896.
Under 1 year 150 235 | 162
Over 1 year and under 5 years H 86 134 - 111
B Syanm o, 15, 24 23 ! 20
e T A | 14 ' 20 : 16
. e A o i L 67 105 849
85 . andupwards a7 | 36 ‘ 51

From the foregeing figures it will be seen that 162 infants met with death before attaining their first vear, this being
63 less than the number recorded for the year 1895,

The ratio of deaths of infants under one year to every 1,000 bivths is 187-7.  This compares very favourably with
the same ratio for the year 1395, which was 2025, In fact, the deaths at all ages show a marked improvement over the
records for the year 1895,

It will be also seen from the above figures that deaths of people at active and useful ages were comparatively lower
than the preceding year.
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Crove, with four deaths, added 0:19 to the total annual death rate,
IMpaTaERLA eanzed one death with a rate of 0-47.
Tyraoin Fever coused eight deaths, with a rate of 0-38,

Iharenes axp Dysentery caused 10 deaths, this being 10 fewer than ecither of the preceding two years.  The ra
was 047,

Puerrenral Fever, ErvsieeLas, axp BEugvosmaric Fever each caused one death, each yielding a rate of 0-047.

Purmosany IDiszeases, with 97 deaths, gave a rate of 4°14, a great improvement on the rate of 1895, when 124
deathe yielded a death rate of 6:008 per thousand of the population.

Parmss canzed 10 deaths, the death-rate for the year heing 0-47.
Hearr Diseaze caused 9 deaths against 23 deaths for the year 1895,
Violent deaths 18, and all other canses 253, show an improvement on the preceding year.

Tae Noririasie Iiseases have, during the past year, been fewer in number than those notified during the year
1895. The following table shows the nature and number of the diseases notified for the past three years :—
g )

4 e ; Number for | Number for | Number for
Hature of Notified Disease. ithe year 1894./the year 1895./the year 1896,
i

Scarlet Fever RO T 172 l 130
Typhoid Fever g e 30 46 32
Continued Fever ... 10 11 2
Erysipelas ... 3l 21 17
Croup {Hen:hrmmu'ﬂl i 10 10 | 7
Diphtheria .. e 2 - | 1
Small-pox ... 0 5 9
Puerperal Fever ... o 0 0 | 2

The total number of diseases notified and registered during the year was 201, and one was entered in ervor, thus
leaving the actual total 200, against 268 the preceding year, and 284 for the year 1894. Thus, during the past three
years, there has been a steady and satisfactory diminution year by year.

Scapier Fever, with 130 cases, was the disease most prevalent. The above table shows a very steady and appre-
ciable improvement in this disease. The moriality of these cases was 3:09 per cent., a fairly low percentage, when the
premises where some of the cases were located is taken into consideration. This isease, as I have before pointed out to
you, is always with us, and during none of the past twelve months have we lad a  clean
sheet. The highest number during any month was, *as  will be seen below”, recorded in COetober
Inst, wix, 23. The disease manifested its presence all over the district, but only in isolated
eases in Higher Ince. Lower Ince, “Spring View especially " being the part of the district to suffer most. Every case,
as during the preceding three years, was carefully noted and visited, and where home isolation proved unsatisfactory, the
eases were moved to the hospital.  In fact, it is entirely due to careful supervision that we have such a diminution both
in the number of cases recorded and the fatality of the disease itself. As the people living in the distriet become more
educated in the management of scarlet fever, we shall have a still more marked improvement. DBoth myself and the
Sanitary Inspector take every care to impress upon persons responsible for the care of the cases, that isolation, a
moderately warm room, and the free use of disinfectants until peeling is finished, are the most important items in the
management and nursing of eases at home.  We also take every precantion after the recovery of cach case, to render the
premises free from infectious germs as far as possible.
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During January last year, 8 cases were notified ; in February, 6 cases ; March, 4 eases; April, 12 cases ; June, 20
cases ; July, 7 cases; August, 14 casesy Sept., T cases; October, 22 cases ; November, 14 cases ; Dec., three cases only,

Typnon Fever was also less trouble than during the year 1895. There were 32 cases notified, againzt 46 in 1895,
3Y in 1804, and 69 in 1803, In nearly all the cases notified during the past year, we were able to trace a direct
cause, In no ease was the disease contracted from a preceding case, althongh in two instances a second case oceurred as
a result of exposure to the same poison, and in both eases the disease had had its incidence * though not deelaring itself *
almost as zoon as the case first showing symptoms of the disease.  One instance ocearred near the casal in Ince Green
Lane, and the poison emanated from an old foul untrapped drain.  This was made good, and no further cases oceurred,
though, T am sorry to record, that one of the cases proved fatal. The other instance was a result of a defective drain in
Albert-street, Higher Ince.  Both cases recovered.  The other cases were scattered all over the district and occurred in
isolated instances. Exeept in February and May, when 6 and 8 cases respectively, were notified, the disease manifested
itself in an even manner month by month throughout the year,

Every precantion was observed in dealing with the disease, by isolation, disinfection, removal and treatment of
the excreta. That our efforts were fairly snecessful is proved by the fact that cases could not be traced as a direct

sequence of any preceding case,

SMaLL-rox contributed nine to the total of notifiable diseases, This disepse had its incidence in this district in
Aungust, 1895, and disappeared in May, 1896, when the last case was notified, though it was June 20th when the last
case was discharged from your isolation hospital.  Of the nine cases notified, two were extremely slight, and gave very
little trouble. The first of the nine cases last year was notified, and removed to hospital on the 31st of Jannary. In
eonsequence of the removal of this ease, one of the men assisting at the removal contracted the disease, and strange to
say, he was the only person coming near the case who had not been re-vaceinated.  In all, three cases were removed from
Park View, two from the tep of Belle Green Lane, two from Stafford Street, Spring View, and one each from Ince Green
Lane and Dridgewater Stroet.  All these cases were distinetly traced to infection from outside the district. 1 am glad to
say that in consequence of re-vaccination, careful dizsinfection, and supervision of invaded premises, enabled ns to free
ourselves from this loathsome pest,

It having come to our knowledge that the children from the house infected, in Belle Green Lane, had been in
attendance at Belle Green School the school was fumigated, well limewashed, and the whole of the woodwork washed
down and serubbed with a plentiful supply of disinfectants. This was only done as a precaution, as there was no direct
evidence of contamination. We had more reason to fear the attendance of the cases from Stafford Street, at the Hall of
Ince School, so I deemed it advisable to close the schools, and the same process of treatment was adopted here as at the
Belle Green Lane School.  Special care and supervision was exercised over all infected premises, and re-vaccination was
fully earried out. 1 think we may safely assume that we have entirely got rid of the disease now.

All the remaining notified cases were visited, disinfectants supplied, and adviee as to management of the eases
freely given. Both of the cases of puerperal fever seemed to me to be the resnlt of septic absorption, and not the
sequence of exposure to external contamination or infectious disease.

Tug Isrecriovs Diseases Hospitan was used for the isolation of 22 cases, They were az follows :—

1

Nature of Ihseases. No. of cases. Besult.
Typhoid Fever 2 Recovered.
Searlet Fever ... 11 Recovered.
Smallpox - ok ot 9 Recovered.

Ry T e——
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During the 13 years of existence of this hospital 140 cases of various infectious maladies have been treated at this
hospital ; of this number 95 have been removed and treated during the past three years, thus, in the previous 10 years,
only 45 cases received treatment at this useful building, The cases admitted and treated since the beginning of the year
1894 were scarlet fever 52, typhoid fever 26, smallpox 14, typhus fever 1, and measles?, During the year 1896 it will be
noticed that all the eazes recovered, whilst in the year 1895 the recoveries were 963 per cent. ; and 1894 the percentage
waa 912,  Considerable time was lost during the past year, owing to repairs having to be done to the brick built portion
of the hospital, when it was, of course, unwise to move cases whilst the workmen were effecting repairs.  If it had not
been for the accommodation afforded by the hospital, it would have been impossible to have so quickly and effectually
rid ourselves of smallpox It iz also due to the treatment by hospital isulation of certain scarlet fever eases that we are
enabled to produce a gradusl reduction in the number of fresh cases of this disease. The steam disinfector has heen

freely vzed during the year.

Hovsise or tHE Workixe Crassgs has received this yearas much, if not more, attention than was the case during
the preceding year. In all, 81 dwellings have been dealt with ; special joint reports have been presented to you by
myself and the Sanitary Inspector. Thirty-six of these houses were visited and examined by the Insanitary Houses
Hub-committee. The result of the work of thiz committee was—eight dilapidated dwellings made good, 14 were putl into
a habitable condition and thoroughly cleansed, painted, and papered thronghont ; in the remainder, 49 notices have been
served under the Houses of the Working Classes Act of 1890. In July last T reported to vou on Birchall's tenement, an
% pld shippon,” known as the Shanty, and used as a dwelling. The absolute inaptitude of the place as a dwelling rendered
it absolutely necessary to he demolished. The usual notices were served, legal proceedings, instituted on Auzust Tth,
under the Houzes of the Working Classes Act, o fine of 20 shillings and eosts wasz inflicted on the tenant, who also
elaimed ownership, and after the usual tedions notices, the place was pulled down and the rubbish eleared away.

Tue Srveerrs have heen well scavenged throughout the year.  During the past five years a large number of side
gtreets * That had been for years a filthy abomination of mud and household refuse” have been diained, metalled, eurbed,
channelled, and paved. The total number to be so treated is upwards of 90 streets, over 50 have already received
attention, and many more are in varions stages of repair. The effects of this work soon makes itself apparent on the
adjacent houses, the walls becoming drier, and the houses cleaner, the people themselves finding it much easier to keep
their dwellings clean, whilst the young children have at least a clean dry surface to play about on.

Tue Sewens have received much attention, ventilation being specially attended to, The manholes have been
regularly eleaned out, and sediment has been removed wherever found acenmulating. This action, together with the
Sanitary Inspector’s supervision, as will be seen from the appended summary, a large number of drainage defects having
been remedied, has, in my opinion, had much to do with the diminution of easzes of Typhoid Fever,

THE Sewack is still treated by precipitation (lime and iron being added) with satisfactory results.

Nieursoin was removed by the Council's own workmen and tipped as in previous years, no nuisance arising there-
from ; anyway, no complaints have been made concerning the tip, which is well away from dwellings and pedestrian
or other traffic. The work has been done during night time,

Larce Areas of stagnant pools have been drained and levelled up with dry ashes from neighbouring collieries. thus
abating what was a nuisance of long standine,

Tue Bakerouses have all been visited during the year, and have all been entered in the Couneil’s register. [t was
found that two were below and 25 above ground, the sanitary conditions being all that could be desived, whilst work ing
hours are not unduly prolonged.

Worksaors axp Facrories we also visited, carefully inspected and entered in the Couneil's register, There was
no cause for complaint. There are really only two factories in the distriet. The rooms in the workshops were satisfactory ;
they were well-lighted and ventilated, whilst there was an absolute freedom from overcrowding.












