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SECTICHN A

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area

Population

cllowing the census, the Registrar General has given the population
of Ilminster to be 3,420, an increase on the previous year's estimated
figure, which gives a density of 5.5 per aere. The Reteable Value was
£150,000 and the product of a new penny rate £1,296.

Birth Rate
The corrected Birth Rate wos 18,3 per thousand compared with a
figare of 16 for England and Wajes. There was one illegitimate birth.

Death Rat

The Corrected Death Rate was 10.5 per thousand compared with a national
figure of 11.6. Out of & totsl of 38 deaths 21 were due to heart
disease, 12 were due to cancer of which seven were cancer of the lung.
Eight deaths were causzed by "strokes" and a further two persons died
of diseases of the respiratory systen.

The expectation of life at the age on one year in England and ifales
is 75.1 years for women and 69,1 for men., This ghortfall of life
expectancy for men due to smoking related -» disease is about two
years in Britain. The mortality from smoking related disease in
Britain is among the highest in the world. Cigerette smolking iz the
largest single avoidable couse of death in Britain today. Tobacco
smoke is the most dangercus pollutant widely dispersed in Britain,
It is, of oourse a pollutant of many enclosed spaces, ineluding Committes
rooms, and there is some evidence of a harmful effect of "secondary
smoking" on the non-smoker. Robert Herrick, writing in the 17th
century, wrote the appropriate verse :

"Come, Let us go, while we are in our prime
And take the harnful folly of the time

We shall grow old zcpace, and die

Bafore we Mmow our Liberty"

Appendix A, Table 3 shows full details of the causes of death.

1 Hortality
re Wers no paternal deaths in 1971,

b
Thers were no stillbirths during the year.

Infant Mortality
There were no infant deaths during the year.

Soeial Conditions _
e pattern of life continued in much the same manner os previous

years but 1971 was marked by a dramatic rise in the cost of living.






SECTION B

General Provision of Health Services in the Area

The health services provided by the Somersct County Counail smtinued
unchenged,

There was a falling-off in the nusbers nttending the Child Welfaore
Clinie but the npedicsl eonsultations were sbout the sanea,

The demand for pre-school care of children wes pet by the fornation of
another playgroup. All the places were quickly teken.

Appendix B, Table 2 gives detoils of the pedical inspections I ecarried
cut in the schools. The number of children cttending the County schools
slightly increased due to the closure of two private schools in Chaord.

The Education Departuent hove been planning the re-orgenisation of
education in Ilminster for the lnst two or three years and in Septenber
comprehensive education commenced. Both Boys' and Girls' grammar schools
were closed, as was the Junior Boys' Schonl, in Ditton Street. The
Secondary Modern School became Ilninster Middle .chool, known as Swannead.
This school tekes children from the age of 9 - 13. 4ll the senior
children are transported to Wadheo Schoel, Crowkorne, the purpose-built
comprehensive school adjacent to the old Crewkeme Grammer School,

SECTION C

ion and Control over Infectious Disecnses ond Other Disenses
No infeetious diseases were notified during 1571.

I cannot believe thet Ilminster escaped without even one case of
neasles during the year. I can only presune that when infectious
dispngse did ocour the doctors were not consulted.

I carred out my routine B,C.G. programne against tuberculosis in the
autunn., Children born in 1560 were those offered vaccinction.

I did fifteen children ot Swanmesd but the repmainder were attending
Wadhan School, Grewlmma; and wera done thore.






SECTTON D

Environmental Health Services

Ay Sanitary Circumstancoag

Climatic Conditions In 1971 the weather was generally equable with no
extremes of' temperature.

Water Supply The water supply ;rovided by the Wessex 'ater Board was
satisfactory throughout the year both in quality and quantity. Sampling
was carried out regularly by the Wessex Water Board (12 samples) and

by our Health Department (4 samples) and I anm pleased to state that all
the samples examined were satisfactory.

Drainage and Sewage Disposal Sampling of the effluent at our sewage works

was done monthly throughout the year and on only two cceasions was the
standard exceeded. In May there was a slight increase in the apount of
solids although the biclogical oxygen demand was satisfactory, cnd in
July the trouble was caused by a jarmed velve which, when freed, worked
satisfactorily and subsequent sampling showed the effluent had returned
to an acceptable level.

In times of heavy rainfall the levels ot the ejector station in Station
Road were too high and the Council dscided to provide larger punps to
deal with the trouble.

Refuse Collection The Council continued their regular weekly collection
of refuse disposing of it on o controlled tip at Chilworthy.

lic Convendences The public conveniences were well naintnined daspite
e considerable increase in use by the travelling public. There was some
vandalisn from time to tide.

Rodent Control Our ponrt-tiue rodent control operator carried out regular
test baiting of Council property ond sewers end dealt promptly with
complaints of private residents. HNo serious infestation was reported

during the yenr.

Swimning Baths Two schools have swimming beths which are maintained
satisfactorily in aceordance with the code laid down by the County
Council. Both use pains water.

Nuisances Conplaints received by the Public Health Department varied
gongidarably in nature but all were dealt with promptly by the inspectors.

E; Factories fct
s of the inspections carried out by the Public Henlth Inspectors

are shown in Appendix D, Table.

c Offices, Shops ond Railway Premises Act
utine inspections were corried out at a nuder of the 60 promises
registered under this let ond informol sction wes taken in severzl cases

to ensure cooplinnce.

g: Housing

ring the yoar the Council erccted 20 houses and » further 87 were built
by private builders who alse had another 62 in the course of ercction.
S8ince 1945 693 houses have beon built in Ilminster, 373 of these by the
Council who propose to build a further 20 units each yeor until 1975.
At the end of the year there were 145 npplicants on the housing list
ineluding 60 for old peoples' dwellings. Among the generzl applicants
only ten werc classifiecd as urgent.

The Council continued to encoursge applicaetions for both standard and
discretionary gronte and gave approval for five standard grants znd
four discrotionary grunts,
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Action taken during year

No. of houses included in Clesrance Ares for which Orders are

still to be nade

No. of houses in Clearance Areas which have been patched for tenporary

poconnodation under Section 48 of the Housing Act, 1957

No. of houses closed or denolisned under Secetion 42 of the Housing

Aet, 1957 (Clearance Areas)

Housing Act, 1957 (Seetion 17 = Individual Unfits)
No. of houses lost:

(1) Ea; Houses denolished
b) Houses closed

(ii) Por other purposes (road improvenments, ete.)

No. of tenporery dwellings (huts etc.) demolished
Wo. of houses declared unfit under:

Ei:l Seotion 9 of the Housing .et, 1957

ii)8eetion 72 of the Housing An:t, 1569

No. of houses unde fit during yeor
No., of unfit houses occupied under licence
Houses in multiple occupation (Housing Acts, 1961 to 1969)

Receonditioning of condemned houses - Exclusion fron
Clearance/Denclition Orders (Housing Act, 1961)

Substitution of Closing Order for Denolition Order
Housing Act, 1961) .ction taken

Housing Act, 1969 Section 28 General Inproveient lreas
Huober of areas ao defined

13. lHousing Act, 1957 - Slun Clecrance

1L,

1972
1. Part a. Houses in sareas to be declared -
I b. Houszea to be cleared -
2. Part Houses likely to be subject to 10

II denolition or closing crders

Ronarks: Council's policy is one of inprovenent of older houses rather than

glosure and denelition.
Housing fet, 1964 fny setion taken during year

and Hous Act, 196
..-.rufia:atu of Fair ﬁZnt-ﬂe rifiestes issued (if known)

ii Certificates of Ddisrepair
n No. of applications received
b No. of Certificates issued

1973

10

1574

10

Nil
Wil
Nil

Nil
Nil

Wil
Wiy

mil
Nil

Nil
Nil
Kil
Nil

il
1975

10

the
Hone.

Hil

Nil
Nil







Houses erected Houses in coursae fained fron Lozt fron
during year of erection conversion of conversion

large houses of two or
For Slun For other Tor 3lun TFor other or buildings more houses
Clearance Purposes  Clearance Purposes into flats into one
or dwellings

Loeal : .

Bitherity FAL 20 Nil il Nil Nil
Private

Enterprise 1il 87 Wil 62 Nil Wil

Hunber of Post-Var Houses erccted fron

1st SLipril, 1945 to 31st Deceober, 1971

Logel futhority By Private Enterprise
35 320

Puture Housing Programne (if known) (4s requested by Ministry of Housing and Loecal
Governnent Circular Mo. 21/65)

Progranne forecast 72-73-TL-75 72/73 20 units
73/7& 20 units
74/75 20 units
(a) Mo. of tezporory housing units occupied (ig Prefabs Hil
(ii) Huts, etec. Hil
(b) lNo. of houses found cvercrowded Nil
Haeiaﬁsw
i) To replace houses scheduled for denolition 10
(ii) To sbate overcrowding Nil
(iii) Por other purposes 10
(iv) spplications for Council houses at the end of the year
a. Urgent bona fide cases 10
b. dpplications for cld people's dwollings 60
¢. Others 75
Total applications .5


















