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URBAN DISTRICT OF ILMINSTER.
ANNUAL REPORT 1951,

SECTION A.

Statistics and Socisl Conditions of the Area,

Population.

The Regigtrar General glvees the estimated population of Ilminster
for the mid-year 1951 as 2,633, Thie 1s a slight decreage on lagt
year. Appcndix A, Table 1 shows the main statlistics for the town,

Birth Rate.

The Birth Rate for the year was 15.9 per thousgand, a slight
increase on the previous year and compares favourably with the flgure
of 15,5 for England and Vales as a whole, Full detalls are shown in
Appendix A, Table 2.

Death Rate.

The Death Rate was 10.6 per thousand, elightly less than last year
and comparesg favourably with the figure of 12,5 for England and Wales as
a whole, Appendix A, Toble 3 ghows full detalls of the causes of
death. It will be geen that heart digease is agnin the greater killer
but is closely followed by cancer,

Infant Mortality.

Onc infant dled under the age of a year in 1951 but there were no
6till births. :

Maternal Mortality.

I am plcased to say that there were no casce of maternal death in
Ilminster during the year. : ;

Your Soclal Bervices remained unchanged during the year and
unemployment remained at a low level. 1930 was the last time when
there was uncmployment of any serious nature, By 1935 it had improved
and since that time there have been very few persons not working

regularly. :

SECTION B.

The General Provislon of Health Serviceg in the Area.

S8ince 1948 when the National Health SBervice Act came into force,
the majority of the Health Services in the area became the responsibility
of the Somerset County Council. There has been no change in
administration eince. Last year the services werc satisfactory.




Maternlty BServices.

This work is largely carried out by the District Nurge. ghe
carries cut ante natal examinations and attends during the mothers
confinement, Vhen in need she congults the patient's private
practitioner. Six woccks after the dolivery of the baby the Murse glves
a post natal examination. She alsc attends the private practitioner's
gurgery when he so wishes. Any mothers requiring hospitalisation due
to a previous obstetrle history, compllcatlons arlsing durlng confinement
or ungatisfactory houesing, are sent to Yeovil or Taunton where maternlity
beds are avallablae,

Infant Welfare,

A Child Welfare Clinic is held weekly. Every fortnight Dr., Eames
1s in attendance and on that day transport is provided for 20 or 30
mothers who are brought in from the surrounding villages. 1,388
attended during the year, there were 178 medlcal consultations. Ho
diphtheria lmmunisations or vaceclnations are done at this cliniec, The
Minlstry of Information showed films of speclal interest to the mothers
at three of the sesslons. The year was ohe of steady progress. Full
detalls will be seen in Appendix B, Table 1.

Immunisation.

This 18 carried out largely by pilvate practitioners for the
children under filve years and by myeself in the schools. It is
interesting to note that in 1935 and 1936 the Ilminster Girls' Grammar
dchool had to be closed owlng to outbreaks of Diphtheria. In 1939 the
immunigation campalgn commenced and progressed steadily. Apart from
1943 and 1944 when some un-immunised adults were notified, there have
been no further cases of Diphtheria in the Urban District of Ilminster.
This 1g ample proof of the efficacy of the campaign here,

VYaccination,

Vaceination i1s carried out by the private practiticneras. This 1is
only done on request and each year there is an increasing number of un-
vaccinated people in the town, As thies proportion increases so the
g:b anuf an outbreak eimilarly rises. Detaile are shown in Appendix B

e 2.

&mi cllary Mursing,

This 1s yet another one of the District Nurses dutles. I do not
think 1t 1s generally known how much good work the District Hurse does
in a year., During 1951 the District Nurse made approximately 3,724
viglts to homes for varlousg reascohs. Thera were twenty-five home
confinements and a further sixteen hosgpltal cases whom she nursed
following their return home. It will be quickly realised how ilnvaluable
her work 1s and often how little appreciated.

Health Visits,

The health vigiting for the town 1s donec by Mrs. P1tt and the
District Murse. They attend all school medieal inspections, follow up
8ll cases with defects, visiting thc home and advieing parente on
necessary treatment. Mrs. Pitt also attond Out Patiente at the
Tuberculosis Clinic in Chard and vielts patients in thelr own homes.



Home Help.

This service is organised by the County Council and the Area
Organiser for Ilminster resides in Taunton, ghe viglte each house in
response to each request for help, asscsses the need and then arranges
for the Home Help to attend as necessary.

Ambulance Service.

During the year the ambulance dealt with 199 calls, invelving a
distancs of 4890 miles. The middle of 1939 was the first time in which
Ilminster had an ambulance af 1ts own. Freviouely they had depended
on the fmbulance of the Britlsh Red Cross Soclety in Taunton. The
Ilmineter Ambulance is under Superintendant Seward and he i1s most
arxious that men intereasted in first ald and ambulance work should
velunieer to join his branch as he 1g finding great difficulty in
satliudving the call for the ambulance during the day-time. With only a
linited number of men at his disposal 1t means that they are away from
worl: three or four timee a week and this often involves protests from
thelr enrloyera,

National Assistance,

It wog not found neccseary to use the Act at any time during the
year,

School Medical Bervice.

This 1s the responsibility of the Somersct County Council Education
Committee and I as theilr representative have visited all the achools in
the area during the year, Detalls of my inspections are shown in
Appendix B, Table 3, The health of the children has been good, there
having been no casc in which it was neccssary to close a school. The
etandard of the milk provided for the children has improved and the
achool meal service has boen satisfactory.

School Dental Service,

Unfortunately there has been no change for the better during the
year and no inspections have been carried out. Dates on which the last
routine dental inepecticns were done are ghown in Appendix B, Table 3.

Ophthalmic Bervices.,

Children have been referrcd to the County Occullist and he has
dealt with 21l caeges of defective viglon at local centres. The supply
of glasses has now become satisfactory and there have been no perlods
of abnormal waltlng.

Orthopaedic Servicca.

Clinies are held in Teunton and where neccssary transport has been
provided for children attending County Orthopaedic Clinica.




SECTION C.

Prevalence of and Control over Infectious Dlgeases,

A punmmary of the dlseases notifled durlng the year wlll be found
in Appendix C Table 1,

There were mild outbreaks of measles and whooping cough, otherwlse
there was veory little infootion in the town. There woe one mild onso
of Anterior Foliomyeclitle in an adult, thoro was no paralyele and the
paticnt made o satiefactory rcocovery.

It 1e intorest to noto thnt the Medieal Officer of Health in his
Repert for 1930 fearod that tho increascd uee of motor transport would
inorcage the risk of eproading infectious disenzes. In actual fact,
though children are now brought into tho Bccondary Modern Echool from
outiying dietricts and the populaticn has incrcased, thoso foars have not
boen realisod.

Thero were no cagos of influenza, in fact the last serious attack
the town suffcred was in 1937.

There was one case of particular interest occurring in the town
about the middle of the year. A dlagnosic of lymphocytic choriomenine
gitle was made.

There 1g strong evidenoce that this infection ferivea fron domostio
migo, An immediatoe effort wvas made to collect ms meny mioco as poesibls
from tho patients home. A block control wae carried out in the
immediate viecinity of the housc and several nice gent to tha laboratery
for further investigation, In this particular casc the mlce caught
wero not found to be infected. However, the effort wns not wasted Ae
the officlent way in whlch the FRodent Operator went about his work and
tho ﬂ“ﬂ with which 1t wme carried out showed that tho preventative
hoalth services wore functioning in an efficlent manner.

1951 marked the first vislt of the ¥ase Radiogreaphy Unit to
Iloinster. Full dctaille can bo ecen in Appendix € Table 2, It will
be soen that a total of 728 pecple attcnded for X-Ray and of that number
only 17 were rocalled for further inveatigation., Thore wera no active
gapos of Tuberculoslias but five were found to have inaotive leslons,

Fivo other eases were found to have non-tubercular conldltions and were
referred to tholr doctors for trcatmont. It ia hoped that the Unit wadl
vigit the dletrict anmually in future and in this wny poople will be
enabled to have regular chegt X-Rays end carly dotcctlon of disenses

18 of course one of the moat important foctore in <dealling with
eonditione such as Tuberoulcela.

SECTION D.

4, Sgnitary Circungtances.
Qlinate,

In my report for 1950 I stated that the weather had been bad dut
1951 was considerably worse, extremely wet most of the year. Laok of
eunchine no doubt accounted for the spate of coughe and colds in the
later months of theo year,

Water BIJEE"._II.

The supply waas satiefactory in quality throughout the year. At
times the %unn'ct was no gufficlent owlnz tc the fact that we are
cocmitted to Chard Rural District Council with water. m?x!.lr

ing was carried out detnils of vhich will be found in Appendix D
Tgble 1., This Tablo also gives dctalls of the supply. There was only
one small extension to a housing estate,



Drainage and Sewernge.

The method of scwage dlspoeal is unehun%ed and 1s not satisfactory.
A echeme for the proper dlsposal of the town's sewage 1s absolutely
necessary and plans for such a workx ghiould be pus ln hand without delay.

In the future soll and surface woter scwere in High Street and
Browery Lane, also extensiong for the housing cetates will be necossary.

Publie Cleansine.

This is done by Direct labour and refuse is collected once a week.
During the year there was some trouble with fliecs at the tlp and it wvas
dlscovered that some unauthorised tipping had taken place. The Survoyor
corpletely reorganiged the system and sealed off a considerable portion
of the tip face, Then by exercising stringent contrcl and regular
scaiting, the troubls was overcome,

hodent Control,

Foutlne inspections were carried out: during the year test balting of
the scwers was done regularly, The survey of the wholo town progressed.

B. Factories and Workshops,

Thicee wore inspected during the year, detalls will be found in
Appendix D Table II. Four casges of demmatitis ocourred, due to the
handling of a particular kind of fuel in a loeal coal yard. I took up
thq'qﬁse with the FNational Conl Board and discovered that the cause was
due “to pltch used as a binding agent in the making of this particular
fuel, . -It was obvious that the suppliers had roi informed the retallers
of thi¢ possible danger and following my complaint full 1nstru?tinna wero
forwarded and no further cases occurred.

ﬂnusing.

Appendix D Tgble III shows the progress madce during the year and total
number of houses ercoted since the war, It alsc shows that desplte the
progranme for 1952 there arc still a large number of applicants for
counecll houses, many of .them living in dwellinge which are unflt but
owlng to the present difficulties no formal anction hae been taken. OF
the E50 houses in the distriet, 125 are owned by the Local Authority.
Thie 1s not an excegslve number, btut 1f the present tendency continues
1t w111 not be long before the proportion owned by the Counclil will
aoprorlmate with the number privatcly owned, that 18 an cconomically un—
sound position, It is hoped that more private enterprise licences will .
be available in the next year or so.

C. Inspection and Supervision of Food,

Milk, There are four regiletered dilstributors and three roglastered
dalry premieses in the arca, one supplementary lloence for a distributor
whose dalry ie outside the area was iosued during the year. MNo

sampling was carrled out by the Sanitary Inspector, thls being undertaken
by the Sounty Council,

Ice Cream, There are no manufacturers and retailers or mamfact-
urers in the area, Five registered premigses sell pre-packed products.
No eampling was done.

#eat, Therc are no slaughter houses in the area, The method by
which meat 1s transported into Ilminster was investigated and the
vehileles found to be clean and all freshly killed meat satisfactorily
hung. Only frozen meat which 1s jacketed was lald on the deck of the
lorry. Offal was carried in sultable special containers.

Vye-laws under Scetion 15 Food and Drugs Act, 1938 came into
cperatlion on 14th August, 1950 and inspectlons and informal
suggestlons have been carried out under these bye-laws.









APPENDIX B TARLE 3,

El’ﬂi hgter Schools.

Date Child- Child-
Name of School. NosIn- No.Im- Date of of last ron ren
gpected munlsesed Inspec- Dental Insp-having having
tion actlon. milk dinners.
Ilminster Boys'. 26 - 9.3.51, Sept: '48. 97.82%  66,66%
Ilningter Boys! A1 = H.651. 58.82% 58.82%
Grammar. 32 —  30.11.51. Mot done, 100% 67.55%
Ilminster Girls! 21 =~ 14. 3.51. Junc 1948. 100% 63.27%
31 - 14,12,51, 100% 70.37%
Ilmingter Infants. 50 - 20. 4.51, June 1948. 94.34% 47.17%
Ilmingter Secondary - 13, 6.51., July 1948. 28.0 39.15%
Modern, gg Hel2, 51, 479 53.9;
Total -33L
APPENDIX C TABLE 1.
Infectlous D! seases.
Acute Follomyelitis. 1
Acute Primary Pnocumonia 1
Measles. 35
Whooping Cough. 11
ANAL¥ 8IS OF CASES NOTIFIED.
Under
e lyr. 1-22-33-44-55 =10 10-15 15-20 20-35 35-45
ricumonla
Heualeﬂq EI ll- 2{ El 25”' 1! l"
Whocping Cough 1, B 1. 1. N 1.
Poliomyelitis 1
45-65 65 L Age Unknown.
Pneunonia. -
Mensgles. 1155
Tuberculosgis.
New Cases. Deaths.
Age Group. Respiratory. MNon-Respiratory. Respiratory. Non. Res.
- . HII- Fl t' - Fl . - "
-1,
1 -5,
5 "'1511 1.
1 - ]
E 1—3 W
35 =45. 1.
45 —-%5- 1.
%% -65.
£ 1z

Total. i - p! 1 1 - = =




AFPENDIX © TABLE 2.

MASS RADIOGRAFHY.

Report of survey at Ilminster, Cctober,1951.
Male Female Total

Total. 391 337 728
Large Films. Total recalled 13 17
Did not attend,
Normal.
Significant.
Under observation.

Minlature Filmg.

=i
(TR -
s B o

Tuberculosis Conditions.

Inactive F  Total N.A. DET‘ﬁIap. San.
rimary

H
Lesion. 1l 1 1
Foet Frimary

1 3 il 2 2

_—

Lesion.
Total 2. 3 5 2 L

= No action

Patient's own doctor.
Under observation at Dispensary.
Sanatorium treatment required.

=]
s
-]
£y
mmwina

#Analyslis of Tuberculous Cases.

Inactive Tuberculosis Under 15 1524 25-34 35-44 45-59 60f Total
Male, il 1 2

Femala, 3 .
Total il 4 5
Non--Tuberculous Conditions. Male Female Total

Bronchitls and Emphysems. 1 1

Emphy sema. 1 1

Bronchiectasle. = 2

Foreign Body. 1 1

Total 5 LT
APFENDIX D TABLE 1.
WATER SU2PLY.

RAW _WATER. THEATED AFTER GOING INTO SUPPLY,
Bacteriologiecal Chemical Bacteriologieal Chemienl.
Satls- Unsatls- BSatlis- Unasatis- S8atis- Unsatls- BSatlas- Unsatls-
factory factory factory factory factory factory. factory factory.
Water Supplies from Fubllc Malns:-

DIRECT T™) THE HOUSES EY MEANS OF S8TANDPIPES.

No. of Dwelling Houses Fopulation.No. of Dwelling Houses. Population.
600 1,850 250 750
flo., of wells closed:- Hil,

No. of houses relying on well supplies:- Nil.










