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ILKLEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1954

Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my eighth report on the health of the
Ilkley District. The fact that the total of births in the district was lower
and the total of deaths higher than in the previous year must not be
held to indicate a fall in the standard of health. In fact except for an
epidemic of mild influenza towards the end of the year the district has
been singularly free from preventable disease. For the second year run-
ning no report of food poisoning has been received. This is a notable
achievement which fully justifies the Health Committee’s policy of insisting
upon a high standard of food hygiene. It should, however, be remembered
that this policy has to be executed by the Council’'s Officers, the Medical
Officer of Health and particularly the Chief Sanitary Inspector. Increasing
demands are being made upon both these officers, The Medical Officer of
Health has to carry out routine school medical inspections to relieve an
overburdened School Medical Officer as well as medical examination of
male employees, clinics and an ever increasing burden of correspondence
and form filling. The Chief Sanitary Inspector's duties have been greatly
increased by the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, by preparation
of slum clearance proposals, by extra work in connection with the
slaughter house since the Ministry of Food gave up control. It would be
unfortunate if preoccupation with these new duties should cause any
slackening in our efforts to improve environmental hygiene and to reduce
the incidence of preventable disease.

The Council and its Committees have devoted much thought and time
to the consideration of three major problems of environmental hygiene,
viz.; how to secure a more adequate water supply: the problem of refuse
disposal and the necessity for a modern sewerage system for the district.

All these problems bristle with difficulties and although useful groundwork
has been done, no solution of them is yet in sight, Another matter which

is of especial interest to the Ilkley District is the care of the aged. This
difficult subject is referred to at some length in this report.

It is a pleasure once again to acknowledge the support and encourage-
ment freely given by the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee,
The help and co-operation of the Clerk and other Officers of the Council
has always been readily available. A special acknowledgement is due to
Mr. A. Skinner, Surveyor and Water Engineer to the Council for so many
years and whose impending retirement will leave a gap which will be
hard to fll. To Mr. J. H. Wilson, Chief Sanitary Inspector, and his
staff my thanks are due for friendly co-operation at all times. His full
and interesting report of the year's events deserves careful study by all
members of the Council,

I am, your vbedient servant,
R. A. W. PROCTER,
Medical Officer of Health.
























attendances at Ilkley, while at Burley there was an appreciable rise in
numbers and total attendances. New building at Menston was not
sufficiently far advanced at the end of the year to have effected the
Menston clinic, although numbers and attendances were up on the
previous year.

Attendances at Child Welfare Centres—

No. of Children attending 1954 1953 1952
1lkley 229 265 259
Burley e 152 139 121
Menston ... = i 67 60 64

Total Attendances Under 1 year Over 1 year

1964 1953 1952 1954 1953 1952

Ilkley ... 1,135 1,127 1,165 200 954 874

Burley i 1,022 852 974 G20 540 576

Menston et 316 317 317 320 229 240

Ante-Natal Care

As indicated in my report for 1953 attendances at doctors’ ante-natal
clinics have been declining because women now go to their family doctor
for clinical ante-natal supervision. At Ilkley 14 women made 17 attend-
ances during the year. These were nearly all women sent by a local
practitioner for blood testing. A doctor now only attends the sessions by
appointment or to give class instruction. Classes for relaxation exercises
have been held by the district midwife while regular instruction is given
by the Health Visitor. It is disappointing to record that only 47 women
took advantage of these facilities, making 483 attendances. This
is less than in the previous year when 68 women made 522 attendances.
In fact less than 259, of women confined in Tlkley receive the benefit of
training and instruction available. These poor results have to a small
extent been counteracted by an increase in ante-natal visiting by the
Health Visitors, who paid 62 visits to 39 women in Ilkley and 98 visits
to 24 women in Burley and Menston. As was pointed out jn the report
for 1953, the visiting of expectant mothers was handicapped by the
Health Visitors' ignorance of which women in the district were expecting
to be confined, During the year agreement was reached to amend the
application form for a maternity bed in order to enable the expectant

er to indicate her willingness to receive a visit. This new arrange-
ment was beginning to produce results at the end of the year.

As it is intended to use the old day nursery at Burley as a clinic,
there will be an expansion of facilities there by the introduction of
relaxation exercise and instruction classes,

Hl'l'ny Ante-Natal Clinic 1954 1953 1952
Number of women who attended
during the year ... 14 9 20
Total number of attendances ... 17 13 53
Health Visiting

During 1953 the Burley Health Visitor had been undertaking minor
duties in Ilkley, but in 1954 owing to the increase in her work she was
relieved of these duties and in June a part-time Health Visitor was
appointed, particularly for school work, Tuberculosis visiting and care of
the aged and infirm,
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(¢) Designated Milk

During recent years the production and sale of designated milk has
greatly increased in the area and it is gratifying to report that of the
32 milk producing farms in the Urban District, 19 (or 60%) are licensed
for the production of Tuberculin Tested milk.

During the year further steps were taken by the Ministry of Food
towards the specification of twelve more areas in which all milk sold by
retail must be ** Specially Designated ', that is, pasteurised, sterilised or
tuberculin tested, and it is anticipated that an Order will come into
force in this area in March, 1955, This Urban District is included in the
Leeds and District area which will comprise the City of Leeds, the Urban
Districts of Aireborough, Horsforth, Ilkley and Otley and the Rural
District of Wharfedale. By the specification of these further areas, 68%
of the population of England and Wales will be living in areas where
only ‘' ially Designated '' milk may be retailed. The only raw or
untreated milk to be sold will be tuberculin tested, the remainder being
heat treated, that is, pasteurised or sterilised milk.

The licensing of local milk distributors for the retail sale of desig-
nated milk is a duty of this local authority and the number of licences
issued by the Council during the year is as follows :—

Dealer’s licences to retail ** Tuberculin Tested ' milk ... 15

Dealer’s licences to bottle '* Tuberculin Tested "" milk ... 3
Dealer's licences 1o retail ‘' Pasteuarised "' milk i 22
Supplementary licences to retail ** Pasteurised '’ milk ... 4
Supplementary licences to retail ‘' Sterilised " milk ... 3

(f) Dairies and Milkshops

Reguar inspection of these premises has been maintained and
throughout the year the standard of cleanliness in local dairies has been
consistently satisfactory.

At the end of the year there were 5 premises registered as dairies
and 14 milk retailers registered as distributors, In six cases distributors
use the registered premises of other producers or retailers for the cleansing
and storage of cans, bottles and other utensils, and for the storage of
milk, Three distributors registered use dairies outside the Urban District,

(2) MEAT

{a) Meat I tion

For the first six months of the year all butcher's meat for the Ilkley
Urban District and the Parish of Addingham was dealt with at the
Public Abattoir through the Ministry of Food, and the Ministry paid
slanghtering charges to the Council according to the number and type
of animal dealt with. As an alternative to an increase in the slaughtering
charges the Ministry of Food made an annual grant towards the loss
incurred in the maintenance of the Public Abattoir. The [ood animals
were purchased by the Ministry of Food but the inspection of all carcases,
organs and offals, together with imported meat and offals, was carned
out by your Sanitary Officers. In the event of any dispute in connection
with any condemnation made, the Ministry could call in one of their
specialised Officers, but it is gratifying to report that throughout the 14
years of control by the Ministry no such dispute has arisen,

In June, 1954, the Livestock (Restriction on Slaughtering) Order,
which had been in operation since 1940, was rescinded, and at the same
time meat was released from rationing. The Ministry of Food (Meat and
Livestock Control) and the Wholesale Meat Supply Association ceased to
operate at the Abattoir on and after the 30th June, and it is now oppor-
tune to place on record appreciation of the excellent spirit of co-operation
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temporary shelter of animals awaiting slaughter. Under decontrol it is
the practice of some butchers to purchase animals at the Auction in
advance of their requirements and to rest them in local pastures for
approximately seven days before slaughter. In addition the outside lairage
accommodation at the Abattoir has been used for this purpose and there
is mo doubt that the quality of the dressed carcase has benefited from
this rest. Little trouble has been experienced by noise from cattle in
the Council’s lairage.

(d) Imported Meat

During the 6 months ended June, 1954, a quantity of imported meat
and offals was dealt with at the Abattoir through the Ministry of Food.
Little trouble is experienced so far as lesions of disease are concerned,
since the meat undergoes thorough inspection in the countries of origin,
that is, Australia, New Zealand and the Argentine. The conditions found
during the year which warranted condemnation were due not to patholi-
gical unsoundness, but principally to faults of storage or refrigeration,
etc., causing moulds, brine staining, bone taint, etc.

(¢) Transport of Meat

All meat and offals despatched from the Abattoir to the wvarious
butchers” shops is transported either in the butchers’ vans or in a motor
vehicle fitted with a specially constructed container. This container is
capable of being effectually closed on all sides, the internal surfaces are
metal lined and are capable of being easily cleansed. In general, the
transport of meat from the Abattoir is carried out in a satisfactory and
hygienic manner,

{{f) Fatstock Guarantee Scheme, 1954.55

The Council agreed to accept the request of the Ministry of Food that
the Public Abattoir be made a Deadweight Certification Centre and that
the grading and certification of pigs be carried out by the Council's
Sanitary Officers. This has encouraged greater use of the Abattoir for
the slaughter of pigs and has accordingly increased the income from
slaughtering fees. The Council are reimbursed for this service by the
Ministry of Food according to the number of pigs graded and certificates
issued. The use of the Abattoir as a Centre has decided advantages to
local pig keepers and has obviated inconvenience and lengthy journeys to
Auctions, and during the six morths ended 31st December, 1954, 34 local
producers availed themselves of the facilities provided and 419 pigs were
graded and certified.

(g) Slaughter of Animals Acts, 1933 and 1954

The provisions of these Acts, which are designed to prevent cruelty
and unnecessary suffering to animals, were generally well observed during
the year.

The Slaughter of Animals (Amendment) Act, 1954, which came into
operation in October, amended existing legislation in respect of the
licensing of premises for the slaughter of horses, the licensing of slaughter-
men, methods of humane slaughter, etc. There are no premises jn the
district licensed for the slaughter of horses,

All animals dealt with at the Abattoir and private slaughterhouses
are stunned prior to slaughter by means of a Captive Bolt ** Humane
Killer .

During 1954 four licences were issued and 22 renewals were granted.
There were 38 licensed slaughtermen on the register at the end of the year.
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The Food Standards (Ice-Cream) Order of 1951 remained in operation
and prescribes a minimum composition for ice-cream. The Order pro-
vides, with certain exceptions, that ice-cream must obtain at least 5%
fat, 109, sugar and 7%, milk solids other than fat, and whilst it was
intended as an interim standard which it was proposed to improve as
sup‘reliﬂ of ingredients became more plentiful, no amendment had been
made by the close of the year. All samples taken during 1954 were
found to reach the required standard, and the foregoing table shows that
the average fat percentage is well above the statutory minimum,

(b) Cleanliness—Bacterial Quality

The 34 samples were also subjected to the Methylene Blue Test, a
test which is a measure of the organisms in ice-cream. The number of
such organisms is influenced by the degree of cleanliness of utensils and
equipment during manufacture, storage and distribution and by the clean-
liness and personal habits of manufacturers and vendors.

Grade Time taken to reduce Methylene Blue No. of Samples
1. 41 hours or more Satisfactory ... 31
18 21 to 4 hours Satisfactory ... 0
3 4 to 2 hours Fair 1
4. 0 hours Poor 2

Of the three samples graded as *' Fair "' and ' Poor ', only one is
locally manufactured ice-cream. Following investigations at the local
factory and as a result of further samples, however, the cause of the
contamination was traced to a comparatively inaccessible part of the
plant which was escaping sterilisation. Effective measures against recur-
rence of the trouble were taken. Further samples of the other unsatis-
factory products eventually proved to be of satisfactory bacterial quality.
Whilst an isolated instance of an unsatisfactory sample is not to be
regarded too seriously, it is over four years since an adverse report on
ice-cream retailed in the district was received. This record compares very
favourably with other districts and indicates that the traders of this
district have kept abreast with recent advances in the national standard
of hygiene in the ice-cream trade. Approximately 809, of the ice-
cream sold in this area is in pre-packed form, only a small quantity
being dispensed from the open container and there js no doubt that the
modern tendency of manufacturers of increased pre-packing of ice-cream
has considerably reduced contamination during distribution and sale.
The wrappings, incidentally, have added to the litter problem.

(c) Sale of Ice-Cream in the Open Air

The regulations formulated by the Health Committee to eliminate
the dirty conditions in which bulk or loose ice-cream was being sold
from stalls, carts, barrows, motor vehicles, etc., continue to be well
observed by itinerant vendors, and the majority of neighbouring local
authorities in the West Riding have followed Ilkley's lead and enforce
similar requirements in their areas.

Section 79 of the West Riding County Council (General Powers) Act
of 1951, by which local authorities uire the registration of hawkers
of food and their premises has been adopted by the Council, and this

ation, together with the Orders of 1951, establishing a statutory
standard of quality for ice-cream, and the Council's requirements in con-
nection with the design and equipment of vehicles, now provide a reason-
able measure of control over itinerant vendors who frequent this area
during the summer months.
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ment has proved a more economical and expeditious method of collection.
Except for an isolated occasion due to snow and severe frost conditions,
these premises have enjoyed a weekly collection of refuse, etc., through-
out the year,

During the early part of the year each of the three collection gangs
comprised three men and one driver, but in practice it was found that
this labour force was inadequate and the periods between collections of
refuse became prolonged and irregular. It was unfortunate that the
embarrassment of shortage of labour was further aggravated by undue
incidence of sickness amongst the refuse collectors and street sweepers.
There were periods when it was impossible to maintain the strength of
the gangs at 3 collectors and a driver, and on occasions the available
labour force was merely sufficient to complete two of the three gangs. In
accordance with the instructions of the Health Committee priority was
given to the refuse collection service and where possible the absence of
refuse collectors due to sickness or holidays was made good by men nor-
mally engaged upon street sweeping. The service was particularly handi-
l:&pged uring the months of February, March and April when, coupled
with adverse weather conditions, undue incidence of illness amongst the
workmen resulted in the loss of 274 working days, or the equivalent of
3 men. The problem of maintaining the refuse collection gangs at full
strength by the employment of street sweepers was also aggravated by the
difficulty in obtaining replacements for street sweepers who left
the Department, but the situation became further involved by illness
of freighter drivers, when it was necessary to utilise either the driver of
the mechanical gully emptier or the mechanical sweeper, to the detri-
ment of these services In view of this particular difficulty, the Council
authorised the employment of a relief or spare driver capable of driving
a.nf';ecu! the Department's wehicles, but who could also act as refuse
collector or street sweeper. In March, the Council decided to increase
the complement of street sweepers in the area from six to eight, but
suitable men were not available and in view of the unsatisfactory refuse
collection service the Council subsequently authorised the employment of
three additional refuse collectors. The strength of the refuse collection
gangs was eventually increased to its original complement (in 1952) of
four collectors and one driver per gang. Every endeavour is made to
employ on refuse collection only men who are young, healthy and free
from physical deformity, as this is an arduous service involving severe
physical effort over long pericds, and it is due to this and the difficulty of
recruiting suitable men for the work that the rate of pay is higher than
that of the normal labourer.

(b) Refuse Disposal

During 1954 all house refuse collected in the Urban District was dis-

g)aad of by controlled tipping at two sites, one at Poorfields, Sun Lane,

urley, and one at Cocken End, Skipton Road, Ilkley. Street sweepings
and the contents from the cleansing of street gullies are also brought to
these tips.

The =zolution to the problem of the future disposal of refuse in the
Urban District remained unsolved at the close of 1953, and no additional
tipping sites of adequate size had been found during the early part of
1954. The position was discussed at several meetings of the Health Com-
mittee, and reconsideration was given to alternative means of disposal,
including the transporting of Ilkley's refuse to the Aireborough refuse
disposal plant at Yeadon. In addition to several practical objections,
however, such aspects as distance, time and expense exclude this sug-
gestion. A detailed report upon the possibility of the reconstruction of
the Ilkley refuse destructor was considered, but the principal disadvan-
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tips. This labour is concentrated upon each tip in turn according to the
djgzrict in which refuse collection is being carried out. Under these
arrangements the three vehicles concentrate first upon the Ilkley district
and the two tipmen are engaged during this period on the Cocken Emnd
tip. When refuse from Ilkley has been cleared, the three vehicles proceed
to Burley and Menston and the two tipmen then work on the Sun Lane
tip. In practice, whilst this system has the advanage of concentrating
the existing labour on disposal, difficulties have arisen as a result of
unauthorised and indiscriminate tipping during the periods each of the
tips is closed. Gates have been provided, the fences strengthened and
notice boards erected at both tips as a warning to trespassers, but several
instances of unauthorised tipping have occurred. The Department does
not now permit any person to deposit refuse, spoil or other material on
the tips unless the tipmen are present, and whilst this has occasionally
cau some inconvenience to contractors and others by the necessity for
longer haulage, it is only by this means that the tips can be properly
controlled.

Plentiful covering material is essential to the proper operation of
controlled tipping ;u:g difficulty was encountered in maintajning a regular
and ample supply of this material. Occasionally arrangements had to be
made to hire haulage to obtain accumulations of ashes and clinkers, and
on many occasions this material had to be collected by the refuse collec-
tion vehicles, though time taken in this operation had an adverse effect
upon the refuse collection service. Improvements to fencing, etc., at both
Cocken End and Sun Lane were carried out during the year, and at Sun
Lane, where flooding occurred during the winter months, a modified
scheme of land drainage was approved and the work was in progress at
the end of the year.

In July a man was fined at Otley Court for the removal of a bicycle
wheel from the deposited refuse.

{¢) Salvage Collection and Disposal

Salvage is collected on the refuse collection round and is stoied
separately in trailers attached to the refuse collection vehicles, Owing to
the deterioration in the condition of these trailers it is anticipated that
the Council will authorise replacements in the new year,

The recovery of salvage continued to be an important function of the
rtment throughout the wyear, although the market value, particu-
larly of waste paper, did not attain the incredible height reached in
1952. The income from the sale of salvage, however, far exceeded the
expenditure and provided a suobstantial sum to offset the cost of the
1eiuse collection and disposal services. During the war years when the
scarcity of raw materials made the recovery of salvage a vital necessity,
the target aimed at by each local authority was one ton of waste paper
per 1,000 of the population per month, and the monthly tarket for Ilkley
was, therefore, 17 tons. It is gratifying to report that the majority of
householders, shopkeepers and others have so responded to the appeals
for salvage that the average monthly figure for 1954 was 18] tons.
Greater quantities of paper are now available, however, newspapers and
zincs are larger and more plentiful and the use of cardboard for
ges is more prevalent, and the target of 17 tons is easier to reach.

Observations on the collection round and during the disposal and
tipping of refuse, however, clearly shows that substantial quantities of
waste paper are being wasted. A great deal of paper in the form of
paper in the form of newspapers, cardboard boxes, etc., is being placed
in the dustbins and once this material is mixed with other household
refuse, particularly wet refuse, its recovery on the tip face is impractic-
able, Sacks are issued as an incentive to householders and others to keep
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ing unreliable and uneconomical to operate and the Council adopted the
recommendation of the Chief Sanitary Inspector to replace this wvehicle
by a Karrier Bantam refuse collection wvehicle. In addition to its use
as a substitute during breakdown of a freighter, this wvehicle is used for
the picking up of street sweepings, collection of covering materials for
tips, etc.

In addition to the clearing of the normal day-to-day accumulations
of debris, the De ent also attends to the removal of dead dogs and
cats from the public highways, and from time to time is called upon to
remove the carcases of sheep which have died naturally or by accident.

Following a survey of the area with a view to the provision of addi-
tional waste paper baskets and replacement of unsuitable receptacles, the
Council adopted the recommendations contained in the Chief Sanitary
Inspector’s report, and the majority of these baskets were fixed during
the year.

Following snowfalls and hard frosts, when normal street cleansing
work is im;;]ra.ctil:able, the Department’s staff of street sweepers is loaned
to the Highways Department to assist in snow clearing or sanding and
gritting.

The extent of the additional work imposed on the Street Cleansing
service as a result of severe winter conditions is probably not fully appre-
ciated. After the thaw all available labour in the Sanitary Department
is directed to clearing up the gritting material thrown down by the
Highways Department and this must eventually be cleared up by the
Sanitary Department. During February alone, over 300 tons of ashes,

rave] and chippings were deposited on roads and footpaths by the
ilighwa.ys Department and subsequently cleared by the Sanitary Depart-
ment, and this work is repeated after each successive snowfall and
thaw. Whatever other benefits are derived from this work the grit and
debris cleared up does provide ideal covering material for the Controlled

tips.
(9) HOUSING

The enforcement of the provisions of the Housing Acts relating to
the inspection of properties for ‘' housing ' defects, reports in respect of
the closure and demolition of unfit houses, and investigation of over-
crowded conditions, etc., are the responsibility of the Sanitary Depart-
ment, and some statistics in connection with this work will be found in
Appendices 2 and 4.

Although the majority of the property owners co-operate with the
Department in regard to essential repairs to house property, there is the
usual hard core of landlords who disregard informal notices requesting the
repair of sanitary defects. In many cases this unwillingness on the part

the owners to carry out necessary maintenance work to their property
is undoubtedly associated with the limited rents and the increasing costs
of building work. The number of cases where informal action failed to
secure a remedy, however, is not excessive; it was necessary for the
Council to resort to formal notice in only six instances, and no court
action to enforce compliance with statutory notices has been taken
during the year.

During 1954 the Council adopted Regulations under Section 12 (2)
of the Housing Act, 1936, in respect of underground rooms. At 17, Rich-
mond Place, Ilkley, a Closing Order was made in respect of two basement
rooms which are unfit for human habitation and which cannot be made
fit at reasonable expense,

During the year the Housing Repairs and Rents Act came into
operation and made further provision for the clearance and re-develop-
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instances the only disadvantage is that they are back-to-back and do
not possess through ventilation. Whilst, therefore, this type of house lacks

uate natural ventilation, it does not follow that they should be the
subject of wholesale condemnation. Where, however, back-to-back
houses exist which are in a state of disrepair, are affected with serious
dampness, where natural lighting is inadequate, sanitary accommodation
is not within reasonable distance or facilities for the storage, prepara-
tion and cooking of food, etc., are inadequate, the premises should be
regarded as being incapable of being made fit at reasonable expense and
the best remedy is the re-housing of the occupants and the demolition
of the houses. The disposition of the back-to-back houses in the area
is asg follows :—

Tlkley 28 houses.
Burley 33 houses.
Menston 54 houses.

The report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector on slum clearance indicated
that the following areas be dealt with, though it was emphasised that the
report is a preliminary one and the areas and numbers of houses shown
might be subject to amendment after a detailed survey of the areas and
inspection of individual houses had been made,

No. of
No. Site. Suggested treatment unfit houwses.
1. Castle Yard, Ilkley. Clearance area. 5
2. Low Fold Cottages, Menston, Clearance area. 2
3. Back Lane, Burley. Re-development area. 21
4. Lane Top Cottages, Burley Clearance area. G
5. Red Lion Cottages, Burley. Clearance area. ¢ 2
6. Peel Place, Burley. Clearance area. 13
7. West Terrace, Burley. Clearance area. 4
Individual unfit houses. 10

Your Sanitary Officers in the course of their general duties acquire
unique and intimate knowledge of both people and housing conditions in
the area, and this specialised knowledge has been made use of by the
Housing Committee in their selection of tenants and allocation of accom-
modation. At the request of the Comm:ttee, inspections and investigations
were made in connection with the applications for Council houses and
detailed reports were submitted with a view to assisting in the assessment
of the relative merits of each application. Such reports included details
of the applicant’s accommeodation and any insanitary and/or overcrowded
conditions, together with other information and intimate details acquired

the Department and which might be helpfuli to the Committee, The
ousing Committee relied on the Department for inspections in connection
with applications by Council tenants to take in lodgers, and also for
investigations relating to ‘“exchange’’ of Council houses by existing tenants.
Any allegations as to possible dirty conditions in Council houses are
referred to the Department for investigation,

The standard set out in the Housing Act, 1936, is used for the
determination of overcrowding, and this basis is strictly adhered to, so
as to ensure that all cases are considered in a fair and consistent manner.
There is no accurate information available as to the incidence of statutory
overcrowding in the area, but the number of cases brought to notice is
not unduly high. Through investigation of applications for Council's
accommodation, etc., during 1954, it was disclosed that one new case
existed which, together with the six outstanding at the close of 1953,
made a total of seven hoases known to be overcrowded at the end of the

year.
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There was a change of ownership of one site in Burley in 1953, It
is understood that the new owner will not permit the use of his land for
camping purposes, and at the end of 1954 all of the nine original hutments
had been removed. The Council permitted the transfer of one hut to
another site for a limited period.

Tho the majority of the semi-permaneat hutments on the Burley
Wo sites are occupied only at week-ends and holiday times, a
number of them are used for human habitation all the year round. Apart
from their unsatisfactory appearance many of them are unsuitable for this
purpose on public health grounds. he sanitary arrangements are
primitive, facilities for the disposal of waste and slop water are inadequate,
water supplies are taken from moorland springs and the distribution :fﬂintﬁ
are some distance from the hutments. The buildings are small and con-
structed of temporary materials, of which wood predominates, and over
the years many off-shoots and appendages have been made to the existing
structures which have increased general unsightliness,

This part of Wharfedale has undoubted attractions for a city dweller
and it is understandable that a camper will wish to spend his week-ends
in the area, though development in the form of additional dwellings and
extension of existing hutments on camping sites is not permitted by the
Council. There were several instances of the use of private farmland and
the river bank at Middleton by iscolated caravans, but verbal warnings
have been sufficient to secure the removal of the dwellings.

(15) RIVERS AND STREAMS

Several cases of pollution were detected and dealt with during the

. In the majority of cases the pollution was traced to the overflow of
cesspools or defective condition of private septic tanks and sewage disposal
plants. Many of the cesspools, sumps and septic tanks in the Moor Lane
and Woodhead areas of Burley are badly designed, and since there is
little or no filtration of the effluent, continuous pollution of the streams
from Woodhead occurs. In some outlying districts where the extension
of the existing sewerage system is unlikely special attention is devoted
to the private disposal arrangements and an{euew plants constructed must
be designed on scientific principles, and provided with approved
mechanical means of distributing the sewage from the septic tank owver
the filter. Any plans submitted to the Surveyor's Office are passed to
this Department for comment before being submitted to the Town Planning
and Buildings Committee,

A number of instances occur each year in which plumbing and
building contractors have connected the waste from sinks, washbasins,
and even water closets to surface water drainage systems and to streams,
and su uent investigations by the Department show that a little extra
time spent by the Contractor in tracing the outfall of the drain would
have obviated the subsequent nuisance. It is frequently found, too, that
these additional sanitary fitments have been fitted without notice to the
appropriats Department of the Council and there was, therefore, no
oportunity of supervising the work.

(16) WATER SUPPLIES

(a) Public Supply

The control and supervision of the public water supplies is carried
out by the Water Engineer.

The water supply of this Urban District is essentially soft in character,
being drawn from moorland gathering grounds, and regular treatment is

necessary to counteract the acid nature of the water. Routine samples
are taken at regular intervals by the Sanitary Department for evidence

45






LINPROTECTED STREAM SUPPLY




STORAGE TANKS FOR UNTREATED SPRING SUPPLY

mE |
") =N

o £ R e 4
| i P

SHALLOW WELL WITH PUMP AND UNCOVERED 5TORAGE TANK



(17) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

Apart from the construction of sewers for the Council's new housing
sites, and small extensions to existing sewers in connection with private
building davehpmenix, etc., no large scale sewerage schemes were
commenced during 1954.

During recent years attention has been drawn in these reports to the
sanitary arrangements and sewage disposal facilities at Moor Lane and
Woodhead, Burley and Moor Lane and Chevin End, Menston, conditions
at which are most unsatisfactory and prejudicial to health. Application
for loan sanction for the extension of the sewers to these arcas was again
made to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government in 1954, but at
the end of the year no definite progress had been made.

The mechanical gully emptier continues to give efficient service and
was ted on a full-time basizs throughout the year. During periods
when 1t is not employed by the Council the machine is in great demand
by the County Council and neighbouring authorities.

The machine has been used for a wide variety of purposes during the
year, including the emptying and cleansing of street gullies, grit chambers,
cesspools, septic tanks, petrol, oil and grit interceptors, sewer grit
chambers, tanks, sludge lagoons, choked drain inspection chambers, sewer
manholes, the flushing of drains and public sewers, the pumping of water
and sewage from flooded excavations and cellars, and the clearing of
Gasworks effluent sumps and residues from gas-holders. The machine
was particularly useful following the floods caused by the cloudburst over
Ilkley in May. This list of work performed by the machine gives some
indication of the scope of its use and its value to the Council’s environ-
mental health services.

The Department devotes special attention to premises which are not
connected to the Council's sewers and sewerage system. The sewage from
the majority of these premises is dealt with in cesspools or small disposal
plants, which usually consist of a septic tank and filter. These appliances
are situated some distance from the premises concerned and are conse-

uently ‘‘out of sight and out of mind."”" It is not unusual therefore to

them in a defective and neglected condition. There are approximately

180 premises in the district which are not connected to the Council's
sewerage system.

(18) PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

This Act provides, briefly, that a licence must be obtained from the
local authority to keep a pet shop, and the authority may arrange for
the inspection of licensed pet shops by their officers. Pets are not to be
sold in streets or public places except from stalls or barrows in a market
and must not be sold to children under 12 years of age.

There were two licences in force in the district at the close of 1954,
one in Ilkley and one in Burley. These premises are well conducted and
no instances of unsatisfactory conditions were found.

(19) HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS AND THEIR PREMISES

Section 120 of the West Riding County Council (General Powers)
Act, 1951, is in operation in the area, and provides that no person shall
on the business of a hairdresser or barber on any premises in the
district unless he and those premises are registered by the local authority.
E‘fha:u were 26 hairdressers and 24 premises on the register at the close
1954.

The hairdressers and barbers in this area maintain a high standard
of cleanliness as regards premises and equipment, and the Bye-Laws for
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