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Jo the
Bedford Urban Sanitary

Authority,

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the vear 1925,
which, in accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of Health as
defined in Circular 540 of December 18, 1924, is a Survey Report dealing
with the general health conditions of the Borough during the last five
years, as well as with the particular circumstances of the past year.

As in some previous years, | have incorporated therein portions of
earlier reports relating to the general conditions of the Borough, not for
the use of your Authority, to whom, of course, the facts are well known,
but in accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of Health, and
for the benefit of any persons living elsewhere who may desire to obtain
information as to the advantages of Bedford as a place of residence, or
for other purposes.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

The Borough of Bedford lies on the Ouse at a short distance from
the spot where the river, leaving the narrow valley in which it is confined
by the Oolitic imestones in its course through the north-western parts of
Bedfordshire as far as Qakley, enters the softer tracts of Oxford clay,
its deposits of gravel being traceable over a width of from two to four
miles. The Ouse seems to have cut itself down through the drift, and
near Bedford it has also cut through the Oxford clay to the underlying
Cornbrash. The material of the gravel Appears to have been in the main
washed out of the boulder L]dj’ ﬂnr.l it occurs in terraces at considerable
heights above the present river bed, notably near Biddenham where the
gravel pits have yielded valuable finds of palmolithic implements. The
Ouse has also deposited much alluvium which forms rich pasturage
ground.

The river runs from west to east through the town, the larger
portion of which is situated on the northern bank. From the river the
ground rises very gently towards the low range of hills which form the
northern boundary of the valley and at this point are closely approached
by the river, to the south of which extends the plain of the valley. The
normal level of the river at Bedford is 82.6 feet above Ordnance datum ;
the level during the flood of April 30th, 1908, was 87.79 above Clrd:nnce
datum.
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The higher part of the town attains to 124 feet above Ordnance
datum, and is built over clay, chiefly beulder clay. In dry seasons
serious inconvenience 1s sometimes caused by fissures in the clay,
causing damage to the foundations of houses. The lower portions are
built on gravel and alluvium. In some spots rock approaches close to
the surface, and is locally known as ‘‘pendle,” which is really cornbrash ;
there are also patches of Kellaways sands.

In times of heavy rain the Quse is subject to floods, which formerly
caused much inconvenience by extending to portions of the town situated
close to the river. ‘The evil has, however, been greatly lessened by the
construction some years ago of an overflow below the Old Bridge.

There are probably few towns in England more pleasantly situated
and affording better opportunities for social amenities than Bedford.
As a county town with a weekly market, in the centre of an agricultural
district, it is naturally the site of many varied occupations connected
with the land, but it may be broadly classed as a residential town, mainly
devoted to education., Thisis due to the existence of the Harpur Charity,
bequeathed to his native town by Sir William Harpur, a Lord Mayor of
London in the reign of Elizabeth. The Harpur Estates, chiefly situated
in Holborn, were in 1873 placed under the care of Trustees, and the
revenues are now mainly devoted to the upkeep of the various Harpur
Schools.  These comprise Bedford School with approximately 850 boys:
a High School for Girls with 590 pupils: a Modern School for Bo}b{hﬂﬂj.
and a Modern School for Girls (340).

The Harpur Elementary Schools for Boys. Girls and Infants are
also in large part maintained from the funds of the endowment.

Till the year 1897, the whole of the Elementary Education was
provided by the Harpur Trust, but the growth of the town necessitated
the formation that year of a School Board, now superseded by the
Statutory Education Committee of the Town Council.

The Harpur Trust alse maintains almshouses, the hmldmgu of
which form a characteristic feature in the centre of the town

The great expansion of the town in the last forty or ﬁfty years is
in the main attributable to the re-modelling of the Harpur Charity ; the
throwing open of the Schools having attracted large numbers of new
settlers, who came for the sake of the educational advantages.

Though not essentially a manufacturing town, Bedford yet possesses
several factories (three or four being of considerable size), for the manu-
facture of agricultural implements, of electrical and other engineering
plant, cranes, ete., which give employment to over 3,000 men. There
is also a large chocolate factory, situated, as is a'so one of the electrical
engineering firms, on the Elstow Road, in a growing neighbourhood
which is also the site of the Municipal Housing Scheme.

The fact that the town lies on the main line of the Midland (L. M.
& S.} Railway, and is also served by a branch of the London and North
Wealm n (L.M. & S.) railway system, together with the fact that suitable
land for manufacturing purposes lies close to these lines, makes the
town a suitable centre for the establishment of engineering and other
works, which need not interfere with the amenities of the residential
quarter at its opposite extremity.



The table beneath, condensed from the Census Returns for 1921,
gives a general idea of the occupations of the inhabitants. There are
none which can have a prejudicial effect either on the workers or on the
general public health.

OccupaTION | MALES .[Fsmj.m:
Torar PorPurLaTiON ... : .. 17,921} 22 321
Under 12 years of .ige | 3,747 3,627
Aged 12 years or over ... | 14,174 18,694
Total Occupied, aged 12 years and over ... ... 11,569 6,122
Total Unuccupied, ;lged 12 years and over -+ | 2,605 12,572
Agricultural Occupaticns ... < (b BT 10
Mining and Quarrying DLCupdllt‘!IIH 16 —
Workers in the Treatment of Non-Metalliferous Mine and |

Quarry Products (excluding Workers in Gas ﬁ’urka} 6 4
Makers of Bricks, Pottery and Glass ... == 23 2
Wc-rher'- in Chemical Processes: Makers -;'JE I:unt:-.

Oils, : A st 11 —
Metal ‘-‘u’vrkers (not I Im.lm l"ldle cll'll’.l l’rcumn. \Icl als) | 2,411 22
Workers in Precious Metals and Electro Plate B T 1
Electrical Apparatus Makers and Electricians .. : 329 37
Makers uf Watches, Clocks and Scientific ]n'-.humenh 34 —
Workers in Skins and Leathers ... 28 4
Textile Workers ... 20 16
Makers of Textile Goods and Articles of Dress 2537 563
Makers of Foods, Drinks and Tobacco... 304 165
Workers in Wood and Furniture 614 45
Makers and Workers in Paper: Pi 1|1tElH. Bookbinders,

Photographers, &c. ¥ ! 172 104
Buu]deru, Bricklayers and Stone Workers: Contractors 406/ 1
Painters and Decorators (not Pottery) . a07 2
Workers in other Materials : 3 1
Workers in Mixed or Undefined Materials ... 91 15
Persons employed in Gas, Water and Electricity Lmie1-

takings 72 g
Persons. employed in I'lant-pnrt and Communication .. 1,284 61
Commercial, Finance and Insurance Occupations (ex-

cluding Clerks) ... 1,511 778
Persons employed in Puhhc, E‘hdnumalr*},tmn :mcl De!en;,e

(excluding Professional Men and Typists) ... 458 64
Professional Occupations (excluding Clerical Staff) ... 505 613
Persons employed in Entertainments and Sport .. s 71 28
Persons engaged in Personal Service l_'mc]udmg Institu- I

tions, Clubs, Holels, &c.) : | 359 2,866
Clerks and Draughtsmen (not Clwl Serwce or anl.;

Authorities) ; Typists ... : 637, 539
Warehousemen 157 142
Stationary Engine Drivers, Dynamﬂ & Motor Attendants 112 -
Other and Undefined Workers ... ... | 1,038 a7
Retired or not Gainfully Occupied... ... | 2,606(12.072
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The climate of Bedford is healthy, though new comers to the town
are apt at first to find it relaxing, as is usually the case in river valleys.
The rainfall, like that of eastern England generally, is moderate. Fogs
are rare. There are no local conditions which might prove prejudicial
to the health of the town. The surrounding country is well wooded and
pleasantly diversified. The town itself, though of great antiquity,
possesses very little in the way of ancient remains, and consists mostly
of districts built within the last half century surrounding a nucleus of
older streets and buildings, which themselves are of no great age. Itis
to the Ouse that Bedford owes its beauty and attraction. Below the Old
Bridge, the banks are bordered on one side by a handsome promenade,
on the other by pleasant meadows, the propertv of the town : in the
latter is a large piece of water, IELL‘I'llI} provided at the cost of a generous
townsman, specially designed as a boating lake for children ; above the
Bridge on the south side a broad riverside walk has lately been opened.
On the north side, higher up the river in the industrial area known as

ueen's Park, is a large space for recreation with a river frontage.
Still more recently a riverside walk has been secured, beginning at the
eastern extremity of the town at Newnham and extending as far as
Cardington Mill. It is now possible to walk for a distance of about
five miles along the banks of the river trom Kempston to Cardington,
In addition to this there are two large open spaces, the Park on the
northern border of the town and Russell Park adjoining the river at
the east end.

There are two large enclosed open-air swimming baths connected
with the river, one at the eastern end of the Bﬂruugh and the other
higher up. There are in addition bathing sheds provided in the Queen’s
Park Recreation Ground, where hélthillg is permitted in the river itself.
In all these spots facilities are provided for both sexes.

The total area of the public parks and recreation grounds is
approximately 120 acres, and of ground let by the Cnrpuratmn for
allotments 296 acres.

GENERAL STATISTICS.
Area of Borough, 2,223 acres.
Population (Census 1921), 40,242,
Population (estimated Reg.-Gen., 1925}, 41,440.
Number of inhabited houses (1921), 9,592,
Number of inhabited houses (estimated Dec. 31, 1925), 9,958.
Number of families or separate occupiers (estimated, 1921), 9,837.
Assessable value, £225,709.
Sum produced by a Penny Rate (1925), £882.

Number of new houses rafed during the vear :—
(a) Total ; 85
(&) As part of the Munlc:lpal chsmg Scheme, 0



EXTRACTS FROM

Total. Males.
Births {Legilimate 572 287
Illegitimate 22 13
Total 594 300

Birth Rate (Reg. Gen.), 11.93 per 1,000 of population.
Deaths (Reg. Gen.), total, 455 ; males, 226 ; females, 220.
Death Rate (crude rate), 10.74 per 1,000 of population.

o i {currectéd} 9,44 - -

VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Females,

285
9

294

Number of Women dying in, or in consequence of childbirth :

From Sepsis i 0
Other causes 3

Deaths of Infants under one year of age :

Males. Females. Total. Ilegitimate.

23 16 s 39 ... 1 (male)

Death-rate of Infants under one year of age per 1,000 births

Death-rate of legitimate Infants under one vear of age per
1,000 legitimate births

Death-rate of illegitimate infants under one }Ear of age per
1,000 illegitimate births ; o R

*Note.—This figure is deceptive owing to the data being so small.

Deaths from Measles (all ages)
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages)

Deaths from Diarrhcea (under 2 vears of age)

65.66

66.45

*45.5
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DEeEaTHS oF ** REsipEnTS  oF THE BoroucH oF BEDFORD
REGISTERED IN THE YEaARr 1925.

CAusEs OF DEATH MALES FEMALES
All Causes 226 | 229
1. Enteric Fever |
2. Small Pox o
3. Measles 1 1
4. Scarlet Fever ...
5. Whooping Cough 1
6. Diphtheria e
7. Influenza ... . 6 7
8. Encephalitis Lethargu.a 1
9. Meningococcal Meningitis 2
10. Tuberculosis of respiratory system ... 14 17
11. Other Tuberculous Diseases ... 4 5
12. Cancer, Malignant Disease 28 22
13. Rheumatic Fever
14. Diabetes . 1 1
156. Cerebral Hmmﬂrrhage, &e. 9 23
16. Heart Disease 34 54
17. Arterio-Sclerosis 21 19
18. Bronchitis : 9 15
19. Pneumonia (all ﬁ::rmﬁ:] 8 3
20. Other Respiratory Diseases 2 1
21. Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum 2 2
22. Diarrheea, &c., (under 2 years) 2 =
23. Appendicitis and Typhlitis 3 4
24. Cirrhosis of Liver 6 1
25. Acute and Chronic NePhrms 5 3
26. Puerperal Sepsis
27. Other accidents and diseases of
Pregnancy and Parturition .. 3
28. Congenital Debility and "'n“.l.-ilfmmatmn
Premature Birth’ 15 12
29. Suicide 3 1
30. Other deaths from Violence ... 10 2
31. Other defined diseases.. 39 33
32. Causes ill-defined or unknown
Special causes (included above)
Poliomyelitis 1
Polioencephalitis -
Deaths of Infants [ Total 23 16
under 1 year |Illegitimate 1
Total Elrthﬁ‘ i 300 294
Legmmate 287 285
Illegitimate 13 9
Population 41,440
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The figures in the previous Table are those supplied by the Registrar
General, and include deaths of Bedford *‘residents” which have occurred
outside the Borough, whilst all deaths of ‘‘ non-residents " occurring in
public institutions, etc., within the Borough, are excluded. The number

of the former class was 28, and the latter 100.

The deaths from Cancer amounted approximately to the rate of 1.2
deaths per 1,000 of population ; those for Heart Disease to 2.1 per 1,000
of population, and for Tuberculosis 0.97.

Of the 50 deaths from Cancer no fewer than 31, i.e. 62 per cent.,
were due to growths situated in the alimentary tract. Two deaths were
returned as due to Cancer of the breast in women, and six to uterine
disease. Four deaths were due to Cancer of the respiratory tract, of
which three were in men. There was one case of disease ol the male
bladder ; the liver was given as the seat of disease in four cases, and
the two remaining deaths were due to growths in the neck and chest
respectively.

The rapid growth of the town which occurred in the latter decades
of the past century and the earlier years of the present one has not been
maintained. The estimated population for the years 1921 to 1925 was
as follows : 40,050—40,247—41,020—41,620, and 41,440. (Reg. Gen.)

It will thus be seen that for the first time there is a slight drop in
the esfimaied figures which may or may not correspond to a real though
small decrease in the actual population. It is certain, however, that the
figures indicate that no rapid increase is to be expected in the near
future unless some unexpected development occurs.

Another most important indication is that the birth rate continues
to fall. For the same period, 1921--1925, the annual numbers of births
recorded were : 680—684—-617—582, and 594, giving the following rates
per 1,000 of population living : 16.98—16.79—15.04—15.98—14.33.

The estimated population on Dec. 31, 1925, calculated on the basis
of 4.27 persons per house was 42,243, but the Rate Collector, Mr. C. E.
Craddock, who has kindly supplied the figures, states that in his opinion
an average of 4.23 per house giving an estimated population of 41,877
is much nearer the mark, and it will be noticed that even this estimate
is above that ol the Registrar General, viz., 40,242. The number of
inhabited houses on Dec. 31, 1925, Mr. Craddock returns as 9,958, the
number in 1921 having been estimated at 9,592,

The infant death rate in the Borough during the last thirty vears
has shewn a course similar to that in the country at large. Whilst the
general death rate for the whole of England and Wales shewed a steady
decline from the middle of the last century onwards, the curve of
infantile mortality continued high and almost uniform till about the
beginning of the present century when it commenced to decline rapidly.
The average for the years 1861—65 of deaths under one year of age per
1,000 births was 161 ; for the years 1901—05 it was 115 ; in the next
five years it sank to 99, and then with minor fluctuations fell in 1922 to
77. A similar phenomenon is shewn in the accompanying Table for
Bedford.
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Birth Rate | Infant Death | Binh Rate | Infant Death
Year per 1,000 of | Rate per Year per 1,000 of | Rate per
population | 1,000 births population 1,000 births
= | |
| |
1807 22.2 128 1912 ! 17.9 84.3
1898 15.2 140 1913 | 16.9 87.0
1899 21.0 147 1914 16.1 58.2
1900 | 20.4 129 1915 16.5 87.2
1901 | 1 121 1916 — 84.4
1902 20.1 108 1917 14.8 90.3
1905 | 19.2 117 1018 14.2 96.0
1904 | 18.9 124 1919 14.11 86.7
1905 17.2 91.3 1920 18.26 64.2
1906 18.8 116.9 1921 17.0 63.2
1907 17.7 116.9 1822 | 16.8 54.0
1908 17.1 96.8 19235 15.0 48.6
1909 16.9 83.7 1924 - 14.0 56.7
1910 16.5 75.5 1825 14.3 67.3
1911 | 16.0 128.5 | |
| 1

““It should not be assumed, however,” remarks the Registrar-
General in his Statistical Review for 1922, *‘ that the remarkable absence
of all tendency to decline during the nineteenth century as contrasted
with the rapidity of the fall since its close is peculiarly an English
phenomenon and therefore one to be explained by conditions peculiar to
this country. On the contrary, the returns of most other countries for
which comparison can be made over a long series of years record a
similar experience.”

"“The fall in the birth rate,” he continues, ‘* which has largely
coincided in point of time with that in infant mortality, naturally
suggests itself as one possible explanation. Child mortality in large
families as a whole is very much greater than in small ones--so much
s0 that the 1911 census returns showed that in some cases, the mother’s
marriage age and the duration of marriage being similar, the proportion
of children lost to the largest families was four or five times as great as
that to the smallest. It is to be expected, therefore, that the great
recent decline of fertility, which is common to most of the civilised
world, should be accompanied by a fall in infant mortality.”

From the records of eighteen countries it is found that the decline
in birth rate and in infant mortality have *largely coincided,” but that
““while the general tendency to parallelism of movement is clearly
manifest over a considerable period of time taken as a whole, the two
movements within these periods have differed so much, even to the
extent of being occasionally in opposite directions, as to suggest that
other important factors than decline in fertility have been at work, and
have even in certain cases for a time totally masked the influence of the
latter upon infant mortality. . . . It would almost seem as if some new
factor making for decreased mortality had come into operation in most
of the countries studied at or about this period, though earlier in the
case of some of them.”



The terrible losses of the war called public attention strongly to the
subject and gave a great impetus to the movement for Infant Welfare,
which resulted in the passage of the Maternity and Child Welfare Act
of 1918, and the consequent establishment of * Centres ' throughout the
country.

Turning now to the estimated death rates for the quinquennial
period under review (1921—1925) we have the following figures per 1,000
of population living : 11.24—10.9—10.41—10.96—10.22,

It must be remembered that in calculating the rate two factors enter,
the actual number of deaths and the estimated population figure. A
certain amount of uncertainty necessarily attaches to the latter, but the
error will not be so great as materially to affect the value of the rate.
The above figures may therefore be taken as substantially correct but,
except for the first year, as possibly a little under the truth ; the figures
for 1921 are probably more nearly correct as they are those of a census
year. A guinquennial enumeration of populatmn would be a great
improvement on a decennial from the statistical point of view. In any
case, however, the figures for Bedford are a satisfactory indication of
the health of the Borough, and compare favourably with the corresponding
figures given by the Registrar-General of 12.2 for England and Wales
and of 11.2 for the ** smaller towns " during 1925. On the other hand
the birth rates given above for the last five years are much below the
1925 averages given by the Registrar-General ; these being 18.3 for
England and Wales generally and for the ** smaller towns " also.

The death rate given above for 1925 is the *‘ recorded " or ** crude "
death rate, and though affording a valuable measure of the health of the
same locality from year to year, is not a sufficient guide for judging of
the health of the town in comparison with other places. The populations
of different towns and districts vary greatly in the relation of the ** age-
groups " of which they are compoesed. For statistical purposes the
population living at any time is divided into groups as follows: under
5 vears, 5—10 years, 10—15 vears, 15—20 vears, 20—25 yvears, 25—3&5b
years, 35—45 yvears, 45—55 years, 55—65 years, 65—75 years, 75—85
years, 85 vears and upwards. These groups may again be sub-divided
into male and female. Now, as the rate of mortality varies greatly
among the groups, being highes[ at the two extremes, it is clear that
the total number of ::Ie.cu,tht. in a given placs will depend iarfral}f upoen the
number of individuals in the several age-groups, quite independently
of the local health conditions of the pl.:in:e itself. The number of persons
of each sex in each ‘‘ age-group " living in a given place is ascertained
at each census. If the death rates for each age-group for the whole
country be supposed to hold for the corresponding group of the particular
place, the general death rate for the place, calculated on this supposition,
is called the Standard Death Rate. The numerical factor by which this
last rate must be multiplied in order to equal the rate for the whole
country is called the Factor for Correction.

By multiplying the crude death rate of any town by the Factor for
Correction we obtain the Corrected Death Rate. This is the death rate
which would have been obtained had the composition of the population
been identical, as to age and sex distribution, with that of the whole
population of England and Wales.



The Corrected Death Rate, therefore, supplies a means of comparing
the mortality of different places when the influence of sex and age
The Registrar-General has this year

distribution has been eliminated.
supplied the local Factor for Correction, which is 0.879.

Multiplying the *‘recorded " or *‘ crude ” rate of Bedford of 10.74
by 0.879 we obtain the Corrected Death Rate of 9.44,
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Beprorp Municipal BoroucH.

AGE anD SEX Constiturion. (Census 1921.)
FEMALES.
| MaLES, Al Married
| % only.
Total ; 17921 22321 8036
Marital Conditions :
Single 9545 12211 —
Married ... 7762 8036 8036
Widowed 608 2067 —_
Divorced (i) 7 -
Ages (last birthday):
0—3 ... G | 1438 1390 —
b—9 ... 1608 1579 —
10—-14 1821 1774 —=
15—19 1945 2204 18
20—24 1315 2081 359
26—290 1292 1797 848
30—234 1284 1685 1093
35—359 1225 1665 1135
40—44 1217 1558 1076
45 —49 1194 1523 1048
50—54 .. 998 1336 876
55—59 788 1040 581
60—64 ... 667 850 446
66—69 . 504 705 293
70—74 303 511 157
75—T9 188 364 a7
80—84 02 168 18
85—89 23 71 1
20—94 ... 8 17 —_
85 and over : 1 i —
|
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Poor Law Relief.

Owing to the fact that Bedford forms only a portion of the local
area for the administration of the Poor Laws it is not possible to give
exact figures for the Borough, but Mr. Daniells, the Clerk to the
- Guardians of the Bedford Union, estimates that the average cost to the
Borough for Poor Law Relief was £109 per week during the year 1925.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN
THE AREA.

HospiTars PrRoOVIDED OoR SUBSIDISED BY THE Locar AUTHORITY
OR BY THE CounTy COUNCIL.

(1) Zuberculests. The County Council has a Sanatorium for
Tuberculosis at Mogerhanger, about four miles from Bedford, and also
maintains a Tuberculosis Dispensary at 61 Harpur Street, Bedford.

(28) Maternzty. Though it is not yet in working order, great
progress has been made with the proposal alluded to in last year's
Report for the provision of a Maternity Home and Ante-Natal Clinic.
Under the energetic guidance of the Chairman, Mr. Arnold Whitchurch,
J.P., the scheme has been accepted by the Governors of the County
Hospital. The plans have been adopted and the old Nurses' Home will
shortly be altered to provide for twelve patients with the necessary
theatre, labour room, babies’ room, and all the other necessary accom-
paniments. The cost, it is estimated, will be between £5,000 and
£6,000. It is proposed also to establish an Ante-Natal Clinic at the
Hospital in connection with the Home.

(3) Chidren. There is no Children’s Hospital in Bedford, but
there is a special Children’s Pavilion at the County Hospital.

(4) Fever. The Borough Isolation Hospital, situated near the
Elstow Road, provides T2 beds for Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria. It is
also possible to take in cases of Enteric Fever if necessary.

The Isolation Hospital is situated within the Borough boundaries
between the London and Elstow Roads. The area of 17 acres on which
it is built, purchased from the St. John's Hold Trustees, was increased
by the purchase during the year 1811 of two portions of land abutting
on the Hospital grounds, and measuring 5 acres 3 roods. The acquisition
of this extra land was necessary in order to prevent new houses being
built close up to the Hospital.

The buildings are of the *temporary ' type, and comprise seven dis-
tinct blocks. With the exception of the laundry block, which is entirely
of brick, all the blocks are *iron’ buildings, consisting of wooden frame-
worlk, covered externally with corrugated iron and lined internally with
match boarding. The largest and oldest group contains the kitchen, a
dining room for the nurses, the Matron’s quarters, and two wards contain-
ing 12 beds each. There are two annexes to the original building
which provide a room used as a dining room for the domestic
staff and also sleeping accommodation for some of them. There are
three other blocks of somewhat smaller size, each containing two wards
and a ward kitchen. In the laundry block, besides the laundry proper,
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which is provided with proper machinery and drying closets, there is a
disinfecting station, provided with a Washington-Lyons disinfector of
the largest size. Another detached building contains a coach-house,
mortuary, etc. An entirely independent and separate block is situated
at a distance from the Hospital and in the middle of the grounds. This
was originally intended for a Smallpox Hospital, but has been re-
constructed and now consists of two quite separate portions, one of
which contains two one-bed wards for observation cases: the other,
with separate entrance and exit, is used as a discharge block, to which
Scarlet IYever patients are transferred the day previous to their discharge.
An Army Hut has been adapted and is used for the nurses’ quarters.

(5) Smallpox. There is a Smallpox Hospital situated on the old
(disused) Sewage Farm, which was erected on the outbreak of the
disease last Spring, and which is capable of accommodating from 16 to
20 patients. Further accommodation could be provided if necessary in
tents, which are kept ready for erection on a plot of ground which has
been specially prepared for the purpose and is situated at a little distance
from the main hospital.

The Secondary Schools bave small Sanatoria of their own. The
occasional cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria are most of them sent
to the Municipal Hospital.

(6) Others.

The Bedford County Hospital. Number of beds, 111-—in General
Wards, 94 ; Paying, 15; V.D., 2.

The Convalescent Home of the Hospital is situated at Aspley
Heath, and contains 20 beds.

InstTiTuTiONAL Provision For UxsmMagrriep MoTHERS,
ILLEGITIMATE IxFanTs anp HomevLess CHILDREXN

Besides the statutory provision for the needs of mothers of
illegitimate children provided by the Poor Law Institution much good
work is done by a voluntary association—The St. Albans Diocesan
Union for Preventive and Rescue Work., The Home maintained by
this Society has been transferred from its original situation in Brereton
Road to large and convenient premises at 97 Ashburnham Read. The
Borough Council contributes an annual sum of £125 to the institution
(which is now styled the Bedford and County Girls’ Home) and has the
right of appointing two representatives on the committee of management.
There is accommodation for about 10 mothers and their infants, and
there is a small Maternity department in the Home itself.

OTHER INSTITUTIONS.

The Ely Diocesan Home affords an excellent home for a certain
number of children who for whatever reason would be otherwise not
properly provided for. The majority of them, however, do not come
from the Borough.

There is also a Training Home for Girls situated in Park Road
North, where girls between the ages of 14 and 16 are trained in laundry
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work and domestic household duties. There 1s accommodation for 20
girls. The institution i1s unendowed and self-supporting ; there 1s a
laundry in which there is a staff of seven paid laundresses. Some of
the children are orphans, but others are in part maintained by small
" weekly payments.

AMBULANCE FAcCILITIES.

(#) For infectious cases, there has been a horse ambulance kept at
the Isolation Hospital for the remowval thither of Scarlet Fever and
Diphtheria cases. At the present moment (April, 1926) a motor
ambulance 15 under construction which will replace the horse ambulance
and will soon be ready for use. There is also a horse ambulance for
Smallpox.

(6) For uninfectious and accident cases. The Corporation have
acquired through the British Red Cross and 5St. John Ambulance
Brigade a motor ambulance for use in cases of accident and for other
purposes. This is kept at the Fire Station and is also available for the
use of private patients on payment of a fee.

Bedford Town Division of St. John Ambulance Brigade :
One Ashford litter and 6 stretchers, kept at Police Station.
Personnel : 1 Officer, 3 N.C.0O's and 20 Men.

CLiNics AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

MaTeErNITY & CHILD WELFARE CENTRES. There are two ‘ Centres,’
each of which holds one Session a week (on Tuesdays and Thursdays
respectively) in the afternoon on the premises of the FFree Library in
Harpur Street.

Day NURSERY.

This is managed by a committee of ladies and others, and is situated
at 97 Midland Road. The Borough Council contributes £200 per annum
towards the expenses, and is entitled to appoint two representatives on
the committee. The attendances during the year were :—

Children under 3: Whole day e dipdail
" ,, Half day ... 465
Children over 3: Whole day e 1,018
X T Hﬂlfda}r i i e 469
Total ... ... 8,067

Schoor Crinics,

The Education Committee of the Borough maintains four School
Clinics ; a Nurse's Clinic under the supervision of the School Medical
Officer for minor ailments, etc., a Refraction Clinic, and a Dental Clinic.
The first is held six days a week in Horne Lane : the two latter weekly
in the special rooms provided for the purpose adjoining the Education
Offices. A weekly School Inspection Clinic is also held by the School
Medical Officer.

An arrangement exists whereby Refraction cases requiring special
treatment are referred to Dr. G. H. Goldsmith, Ophthalmic Surgeon to
the Bedford County Hospital.
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The Clinics for Tuberculosis and Venereal Disease are provided by

the County Council. The first is held at the Tuberculosis Dispensary in
Harpur Street, the latter at the Bedford County Hospital.

PusLic HEALTH STAFF.
Medical Officer of Health and Medical Superintendent of [solation
Hospital—F. B. W. Phillips, M.D., D.P.H.*} '
Chief Sanitary Inspector—A. W. Merrie, M.R.S.1.*
Sanilary fnspector and Food Inspector—LE. T. Fell, M.R.S.1.%
Sanitary Inspector—F. C. Haynes, M.R.S.1.*
Assistant Sanitary Inspector and Clerk—Vacant,
Matron of Isolation Hospital—Miss McGrouther.

Health Visiior { Maternity and Infanié Welfare)—Mrs. Hopwood, C.M.B.
and H.V. Certif, R.5.1.

Assistant Health Visitor & Assistant School Nurse—Miss Rogers, C. M. B. T

Of the above, Messrs. Fell and Wise also hold the Meat Inspectors’
Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute.

Mr. Wise resigned towards the close ol the vear having been
appointed a Sanitary Inspector under another ."'Lulhnrth Miss Kennedy
also resigned in July, and Miss Rogers, C.M.B., was elected in her stead.

The Staff of the Isolation Hospital consists of the Matron, three
Staff Nurses and six Prebationers.

*Contributions to salary under the Public Health Acts or by Exchequer Grants.
tSalary part paid by Education Committee.

ProrEssional Nuksing 18 THE HoMme.

() Geweral. The Queen’s Jubilee Nurses attend cases among all
classes, either gratuitously or for payment. Nurses can also be obtained
from two Nursing Homes on payment of the fees.

(&) For Infectrous Diseases, &c. The Medical Officer of Health is
authorised by the Public Health Committee to engage special Nurses if
required. The necessity for this, however, has not arisen for several
years.

Midwrves. The number practising in the Borough i1s 12. The
County Council is the supervising Authority. No midwife is subsidised

by the Borough.
Chemical 11ork.

Samples for analysis are sent to the Borough Analyst, ]. Keir
Colwell, Esq., F.I.C. The average annual number for the last five years
was 83, the Milk samples being roughly three-fourths of the whole.

Chemical analvses of water are made in the Borough Laboratory.

SociAL ACTIVITIES.

Mention should be made of the good work done by the Workers'
Hospital Fund, the Guild of Help, the Guild of the Brave Pcor Things,
the Bedford Society for the Welfare of the Blind, and the *R.5.P.C.C.}
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LIST OF ADOPTIVE ACTS, BYE-LAWS AND LOCAL
REEGULATIONS, RELATING TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH,
I Force v THE DistricT wiTH DATE OF ADOPTION.

Baths and Wash-houses Act, 1846, Adopted 15th June, 1870.

Public Health Act, 1820, Parts I1., I11. & V. Adopted 14th Jan., 1891,
Public Libraries Acts, 1892-1919. Adopted 4th September, 1880.
Notification of Births Act, 1907. Adopted 23rd October, 1912,

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907. Part II.— Sections 15 to 27,
29 and 30 to 33 inclusive ; Part I11.—Sections 34 to 47, 49 and 51
inclusive ; Part [V.—Sections 52 to 60 and 62 to 66 inclusive ;
Part V., Part VI. and Part X. Adopted by Order of the Ministry
of Health, dated 2dth Sept., 1910. Sections 61 and 67, Adopted
by Order of the Ministry of Health, dated 20th December, 1921,

Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890. Adopted 1Tth October, 1923.

Bye-Laws.

With respect to the Keeping of Swine confirmed 12/8/1879
e i Erection of Buildings o 18/3/1885
W o Slaughter Houses o 29/8/1902
A i Common Lodging Houses i 29/8/1902
= s Spitting o 11/5/1903
i o Houses Let in Lodgings .. 15/11/1905
o s Decent conduct of persons using

Public Sanitary Conveniences ,, 2/5/1810
e o Offensive Trades v 31/5/1916

Local Govt. Act, 18568—(1) With respect to Prevention of Nuisances
arising from Snow, Filth, etc., and the Keeping of Animals.

(2) Cleansing Footways, etc., Removal of Refuse and Cleansing of

Privies, etc. Confirmed 26/12/1863
Preventing Waste Water, Misuse, Undue Consumption or Contamina-
tion of the Water Confirmed 15/11/1905
Paving of Yards and Open Spaces Confirmed 6/7/1907

Means of Escape in case of Fire in certain Factories and Workshops
Confirmed 10/5/1922

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
WATER.

The question of Water Supply is at present engaging the serious
attention of the Sanmitary Authority. Belfore proceeding further it may
be advisable to reproduce the following summary of events (mainly
condensed from the Report to the Local Government Board by

Mr. Hooper and Dr. (now Sir) G. Buchanan in 1904) which was
published in my Annual Report for 1908.
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““The present Bedford Waterworks were constructed in 1868,
commencing with a well, 25 feet deep, sunk into the Great Qolite
by the side of the Ouse above Bedford.

“¢1871. The first heading, 174 feet long, was driven.
“1875. The heading increased by 191 feet.

*1883. Mr. Mansergh called in to advise. He recommended the
extension of the headings as an experiment.

€“1884-5. The heading was extended 446 feet.
**1895. Branch heading, 463 feet long, driven.
¢ Portion of the headings deepened.

“1901. Mr. Deacon called in to advise. He reported that existing
filters were insufficient, and under his advice two additional
temporary filters were constructed. He proposed that Bedford
should turn to an entirely new source for water, viz., to the
Greensand. This scheme was unanimously adopted by the Town
Council, and an Act of Parliament was obtained in July, 19802,
authorizing the borrowing of sums not exceeding £135,000 for
carrying out the same. (Bedford Corporation Warter Act, 1802.)

““ Soon after a re-action set in.

¢1902. In December, Major H. Tulloch was called in to report on
the possibilities of the present source of supply, and in June, 1803,
he submitted a printed Report advocating the continued use of
the existing works, with various additions and improvements.”

The Report was adopted by the Town Council, and application
made to the Board for the loan of £24,000. In consequence of this
application, an Inquiry was held by Mr. Hooper and Dr. Buchanan in
February, 1904. As the Boeard withheld its sanction, the Council
proceeded with the construction of two circular filters of the ‘ sprinkler’
type proposed by Major Tulloch, and of a battery of eight pressure
filters. The new filters were, at the instance of the Board, subjected
to a series of tests during August and September, 1905, which were
carried out by the present writer. The results proved satisfactory, and
ultimately a loan of £8,000 was sanctioned for eight years.

Subsequently fresh works were carried out consisting of two wells
and a heading. No. 1 Well was sunk by Mr. C. Wells, and by him
presented to the town. ‘It is 185 yards due south from the Old
Pumping Station’ (Major Tulloch’s Report of March 5th, 1903} ““and
No. 2 Well is about 107 yards in a south-easterly duectmn from No. 1.
A heading, 52 yards long, was also driven from No. 1 in a direct line
towards No. 2. “ A Pumping Station with a set of steam pumps and
two Lam:ﬂshire boilers, each capable of supplying sufficient steam to
enable the pumps to raise 1,000,000 gallons a day each” was in 1907
erected over No. 2 Well.

Finally, in 1925, the heading from No. 1 Well was driven through
to connect with No. 2 Well.
The Works at the present time therefore comprise :—

(¢) The Old Pumping Station in connection with the original
well and the main and branch headings.
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{8) The New Pumping Station over ‘No. 2 Well’ in connection
wilh *No. 1 Well’ by the recently completed heading. The
rising main from this Station joins that from the Old
Station.

The water is pumped to the top of the adjoining hill, the lift being
164 feet. There the water passes first into a settling reservoir of
1,400,000 gallons, and thence to two distinct sets of I1|t~,ra---{u} the
three eriginal rectangular filters, and (&) four circular ‘ sprinkler ’ filters
which are automatically regulated by syphons contained in a separate
building. The water from the rectangular filters passes into the two
original covered service reservoirs ; that from the sprinkler filters into
the new reservoir constructed in December, 1912

The total capacity of the service reservoirs is 1,100,000 gallons.
From these the water is delivered to the town by gravitation through a
couple of mains. The sand used in the filters is ebtained tfrom Leighton
Buzzard, and is washed in a Greenway's power-driven sand-washer.
There is alse a building containing a battery of eight ‘ pressure’ filters
installed about twenty years ago, but which have not been in use for
several years.

““The average daily consumption of water for town and district
was 1,188,388 gallons for the year ended March 28, 1925, and the
profit on the undertaking for the last financial year was £1,180, after
allowing £400 for the reserve fund."

The supply is on the constant system, and distributed to all Imuses.
The few wells that remain are only used for obt: vining *soft water.” The
water supplied to the town from these Works is in the main derived
from the great oolite formation supplemented when necessary by water
taken direct from the river, the whole supply being subjected to filtration
before delivery, The water is most carefully filtered and tested and is of
excellent quality. In the possible event, however, of the adoption of a
scheme for utilizing the river supply on a much larger scale, it will be
necessary to adopt still further measures. The water is of great hard-
ness, both ‘temporary’ and ‘permanent,’ but is bright and sparkling,
and pleasant to drink. A weekly bacteriological examination is made
of samples from the rising main, and the old and new service reservoirs.
The results have always been satisfactory.

As will have been gathered from the short account given above of
the development of the Waterworks, one main question has always been
as to the sufliciency of the supply. In 1874, owing to the visit of the
Royal Agricultural Show, it became necessary to take a supplemental
supply from the river, and afterwards from time to time this proceeding
had to be repeated, though apparently not to a great extent. Certain
difficulties in this connection arose with certain riparian owners into
which it 1s unnecessary to go.  From 1905 to 1811 the supply from the
Works sufficed, but in 1911, owing to the hot summer, it was necessary
to take river water in some quantity to supplement that coming from
the headings and the new well (No. 2), but in 1914, at the outbreak of
the War, when the population was suddenly increased by 50 per cent.
by the presence of the troops, it was again necessary to have recourse
to the river.
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In March, 1922, an agreement was entered into with the owners of
Kempston Mill whereby as far as they were concerned the Corporation
was authorized, on payment of £1,500, to take water from the river for
a period of five years. In December, 1921, the late Mr. Kenneth P.
Hawksley, the well-known Water Engineer, was appointed ‘' to report
on the present sources of waler supply of the Borough and to submit a
scheme providing for a supply sufficient for the requirements of a
population not exceeding 75,000 with a consumption per head per 24
hours of 35 gallons.”

Since the death of Mr. Hawksley, the Council has been advised
by G. Midgley Taylor, Esq., m.1.c.é. Throughout the whole time the
Authority has been in communication with the Ministry of Health, but
at the present time it 1s impossible to make any statement on the subject
in this Report.

RainvarLlt Measurep AT THE Park, BEDFORD, FOR THE
YEar 1925.
Amount recorded on 8" Gauge.

Inches.
January 1.06
February ... 1.52
March 1.06
April 1.08
May 1.97
June .01
July 1.74
August 1.68
Septemher 2.02
QOctober 3.06
November ... 1.27 (Snow)
December ... 1.39
Total 17.86

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The Borough is now sewered throughout its area, important
extensions having been completed during the year along the Kimbolton
and Goldington Roads as far as the Borough boundary. The system
consists of two portions separated by the river, the southern portion
being connected with the northern by a sewer which crosses under the
river and joins the main northern sewer which runs along the Embank-
ment to the new Sewage Pumping Station near Newnham.

The following particulars have been kindly supplied by the Borough
Engineer, N. Greenshields, Esq., A.M.1.C.E.: —
Sewace Disposal WoRrks.

Up to 1920 the sewage was treated by broad irrigation on a farm
just outside Bedtord ; but, owing to the difficulty of obtaining sufficient
areas of suitable land not subject to the influence of floods, this method
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was abandoned in favour of treatment on percolating filters at Summer-
house Hill, a scheme being prepared and installed by Messrs. Tulloch &
Howarth, Consulting Engineers, of Westminster.

The treatment at the Sewage Disposal Works is by means of
sedimentation tanks, percolating filters, humus tanks, etc., consisting
‘of :

Three detritus tanks, capacity 175,000 gallons.

Seven sedimentation tanks, capacity 1,066,000 gallons.
Thirteen coarse filters, 70ft. dia., depth 4ft. 6in.

Media, top 3in., bottom 6in. Area of each filter 427 sq. yards.
Thirteen fine filters, 70ft. dia., depth 4ft. 6in.

Media, top 4in., bottom 3in. Area as above.

The filtration is carried out through both sets of filters, but each
tier can be worked separately. The rate of filtration is about 315 galls.
per sq. vard per day. There are four storm water tanks with a capacity
of 500,000 gallons. The storm water is treated on 37 acres of meadow
land adjoining the river. The approximate amount of liquid sludge
produced is about 8,000 tons per annum, and is disposed of, together
with the humus, by running it on to arable land. There is no difficulty
in obtaining suitable land for this purpose, and after it has been treated
with sludge for two or three years it can readily be let to Smallholders,
etc., at from £8 to £10 per acre for about three years.

The Works have been in operation since their opening in 1920, and
the efluents as shewn by the chemical tests made by Mr. Duxbury, the
resident Manager, who is provided with the necessary laboratory, have
been throughout of a satisfactory character.

SEwaceE Pumping Starion.

The Sewage Pumping Station adjoins the Destructor and contains
four steam pumping sets made and erected by Messrs. Tangyes, Ltd.,
of Birmingham, the engines being vertical compound condensing of 32,
854, 854 and 112 h.p., driving 8in., 13in., 13in. and 15in. centrifugal
pumps respectively ; the pumping capacities being 400 to 1,000, 1,000
to 2,650, 1,000 to 2,650, and 2,650 to 3,500 gallons per minute respec-
tively against a head of 65ft. Sufficient steam is generated by the
burning of the house refuse at all times to pump the whole of the
D.W.F. of sewage, about 1,600,000 gallons per 24 hours, against a
head of 65ft. to the Sewage Disposal Works at Summerhouse Hill.
The sewage before reaching the pumps is passed through Smith's
revolving screens having a Zin. diameter mesh. The sewage screenings
are mixed with Destructor flue dust and converted into a manure which
is either sold or disposed with on the Corporation farm land.

StorMm Water Motors anp Pumps.

On account of the difficulty in obtaining a storm overflow into
the river by gravitation for the storm waters in excess of six times the
D.W.F. of sewage without the back flooding off the outfall sewers
from the river in time of flood, and the risk of flooding certain base-
ments and cellars in the town, four 70-H. P. electric motors with 15in.
pumps have been provided for pumping the storm water into the river.



22

Each motor is capable of pumping up to a capacity of 5,000 gallons per
minute. The electric current is supplied from the Lﬂrpnrarmn Electricity
Works. The storm water motors and pumps are also arranged to assist
with the pumping of the sewage to the Sewage Disposal Works when
required.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION,

Only 51 houses were at the close of the year uncounected with the
drainage system. and of these 30 have been since connected in the early
part of 1926. For full particulars reference may be made to the Report
of the Senior Sanitary Inspector.,

SCAVENGING.

The house refuse is collected twice per week from nearly the whole
of the town and once per week from a small area. The total amount in
the year was 8,174 tons, of which 1,857 tons was collected by an electric
van and 7,317 tons by ten horse vans. The cost of collection was 10/4}
per ton for the electric vehicle, and 10/3} per ton for the horse vans.

Excellent work has been carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors in
securing the replacement by hygienic galvanized iron dustbins of the old
unsightly and objectionable receptacles for house refuse formerly in use.
Mr. Merrie reports that in the past few years 5,291 proper dustbins have
been installed.

House Reruse DEesTRrRUCTOR,

The Refuse Destructor was installed just previously to the War.
It contains four cells, each pair having a Babcock & Willcox boiler
sandwiched between.

The refuse was and is now tipped from the delivery vans into hoist-
ing trucks, which are raised by steam winches to the top platform in the
Dﬂhtru’;‘lt}l building. As nrignmlh arranged it was then tipped into
eight charging trucks running on tram tracks, from which the refuse
was fed into the furnace through special sliding doors. The arrange-
ment of charging trucks, charging doors, etc., was not found to work
satisfactorily, and on the recommendation of the Borough Engineer
they wer .:!i'.i-(}lhhﬁtl, and extensive alterations were -C;III'IF.‘:II'.I out to the
ﬁi‘&_&{idt&h steam blowers, storage arrangements, methods of charging,
etc., and these have effected a great improvement.

SMoKE ABATEMENT.

It may be said that practically no smoke nuisance exists in the
Borough, and it has not been necessary to take any steps for abatement
of nuisances beyond the issue of a few cautions. The increasing
domestic use of gas and electricity for warming and cooking is no doubt
leading to a diminution of the amount of smoke in the atmosphere of
the town.

OFrensivE TrRADES.

The question of Offensive Trades is dealt with in the Report of the
Sanitary Inspector.
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FRIEMIﬁES AND DCCT.IP,-\T]DNF: WIINCH CAN BE CDNTRDT.I.E]'} BY
ByeLaws or REcuLATIONS.

See Report of Senior Sanitary Inspector,

ScHooOLS.

The sanitary arrangements of the Harpur Trust Secondary Schools
are thoroughly tested by the Sanitary Inspector’s Staff every year during
the summer holidays, whilst those of the Boarding Houses in connection
with these Schools are tested every term. The old trough closets have
been replaced by pedestal closets at all the Secondary Harpur Schools
except Bedford bs..hcu!, where it is to be hoped that this highly desirable
reform may be soon carried out. In the Elementary Schools there are
only trough closets; the replacement of these by pedestal closets is
highly desirable both on hygienic and educative grounds.

All cases of notifiable infectious disease are reported to the various
Schools, and returns of absence from illness are sent from them to the
School Medical Officer. ‘Contacts ' of school age in the family of the
patient are systematically excluded from Schoel for the necessary
‘ quarantine’ period.

Tue Facrory anp Worksuor Acrt, 1901.

— e m— —_— = - ————— e

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE
YEAR 1925 FOR TIHE BOROUGH OF BEDRDFORD.

1. INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND
WORKPLACES

including fnspections made by Sawitary fuspeciors or fuspectors of Nuisances.

MNumber
PREMISES — e

| Occupiers
(1} I::spemmns: Written Notices, Prosecuted

(5 (4]

Factories ... - 2 -

(Including Factnn medneq:u | E
Worlkshops ceoil 158 19 —

{[t:clu:lm;‘ T r:-r]c-.'tmp L1umIr1:.t~,'|

Workplaces " iy 23 — =
(Other than Gulwmkers Pre:mses]

Total ... 200 21 | )
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2. DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS
AND WORKPLACES.

Number of Defects 1:#’:.!:1:5; f::
PARTICULARS, T i : Rr.ﬁ.fn'.-d to “Ir':: !ni:‘c-
Found | Remedied ‘ | cutions were
e S e T S L ey _[:5:! 4 Inbﬁflnr . msl;:lslliti
Nutsances wwder the Public Health |
Acts :—*
Want of cleanliness ... 18 18 — —
Want of ventilation ... % - . e =
Overcrowding oy i it —_ _ i - —
Want of druinage of floors - — i —
Other nuisances 1 1 — -
Samnitary accommodation—
Insufficient — _— = —
Unsuitable or defective ... 2 2 — =
Not separate for sexes ... — = = —_
Offences under the Factory and Werk-
shop Aels '—
Illegal occupation of umkrﬂr{:und
bakehonze (5.101) ..
Other offencest
Total 21 T 21 T R

*Including those specified in sections 2, &, T and 8 of the Factory and Workshop
Act, 1901, as remiediable under the Public Health Acts.

tExeluding offences relating to outwork and offences under the Seclions men-
tioned in the Schedule of the Ministry of Health (Factories and Workshops Transfer
of Powers) Order, 1921).




OUTWORK IN UNWHOLESOME PREMISES, Sec. 108.

e e

NATURE OF WORK.
AL

Wearing Apparel—-
Making, &c. ;
Cleaning and waﬁlung
Household linen ...
Lace, lace curtains and neta
Curtains and furniture hangings
Furniture and upholstery
Electro-plate
File making . :
Brass and hr:-w-. :J.I'th‘.'IE"a
Fur pulling
Cables and chains
Anchors and grapnels
Cart gear ... e
Lm:ka, latches ; md ke}f-.
Umbrellas, &c. -
Artificial flowers ... :
Nets, other than wire |1&t~.
Tents
Sacks o
Racquet and tennm balls ;
Paper, &c., boxes, paper h;ig*-.
Brush Iﬂﬂklﬂg .
Pea picking
Feather sorting ...
" Carding, &c., of i_'rl,ttt:}nb, &".L‘
Stuffed toys :
Basket making
Chocolates and awe&tmeats
Cosaques, Christmas crackers,
Christmas stockings, &c. ...
Textile weaving ...

Motices
Instances.
e served.

(2) (3)

Prosecu-
tions.

(4)

Total

F. B.

27-4-26.

W.

Prirrirs, M.D.,

Medical Officer of Health.
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REPORT OF SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR
Mr. A. W. MERRIE, M.R.S.IL

Summary ofF Work Carriep QUT BY THE SANITARY INSPECTOR'S

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

No.
No.

No.
No
No.
No.
No.
MNo.
No.
No.

No.

No.
No
No.
No.
No.

No.

DEPARTMENT.

of House Drains tested on payment of fee
where defects were found

of Schools and Enardmg Huusé Drains tested on pa}ment

of fee

where defects were fnund :
of House Drains tested on Lr:-mplamt
where defects were found

of House Drains examined after Nntlﬁcatmn of Inf‘ectmus

Disease

where defects were found P

of Retests made after Drains Repmw

of Nuisances reported or discovered :

of Visits of Inspection »e Abatement of ’\utmm..Em eta:
of Houses inspected under the Housing Act, 1925

of Houses require Cleansing, etc. ‘s

of Houses requiring Repairing, etc.

of Houses and Drains inspected under the Pubhc Health ﬁct

1875.. s
of Houses reqmrmg REpcur:- to Yard Pawng
of Houses requiring Cleansing .

of Houses requiring Rep;liring

of Overcrowding investigated

of Houses Overcrowded

of Notifications of Infectious Disease ...

of Patients removed to the Isolation Hﬂsplla]
of Rooms Disinfected

of Houses requiring Internal Clean%mg after Infectious
Disease ... ;
of Articles put thr-::tugh the Steam Disinfector
of Visits to Outworkers' Premises

of Nuisances, etc., found at same

o. of Visits to Common Lodging Houses...

of Houses without proper Ashbins
of Houses with Rain Water Pipes direct to Drains ..
of Visits to Bakehouses ... ;

of Visits to Slaughter Houses
of Visits to Cowsheds and Milk Vendors® Premises ...
of Samples taken under Food and Dmg:-. Acts

found Adulterated.. : : :

of Preliminary Netnces served tn ﬂb&tﬁ

o. of Statutory served to abate
of Legal Proceedings taken under the F{md and Druﬂa Act...

of Legal Proceedings taken under the Public Health “Act
of Legal Proceedings under Housing Acts {Evictiun of
tenants) d
of Interviews wulh Dwners., Bmlderﬁ and Tenants re
Abatement of Nuisances, etc,

52
32

65
11
44
10

85

135
521
5111
165
136
151

550
34
75

176

108
a8

355
85

158

11

s 1'?51

90

a0
359
25
66
2298
64
101
12
1094
373

360
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The following Tables show the number of notices served under the
various Acts :—

Preriminary NoTices, 1925.

Nuisances, IS, festaan e o o
1875. S e 1607, (|HHOUBBE Act] . i
g it | 25.
Sec. 91, | Sec. 36. Sec. 37. |
| 5" |
405 S8 | A59 25 151 1094
Verbal 116
Staturory Nortices, 1925.
Nuisances, P.H.A., B ACA AL, I Houwsing Act,
1875, 1875. 1907. 1925. Total.
See. 91, Sec. 36, See, 37, i Sec, 28,
s |
b8 164 —_ 151 ara
AT PrEsEnt UnaBateEp, BUT Work v Hawnp, 1925.
Nuisances, ! P.H.A., | P.H.A AA., Housing Act,
igge. ! | 1@, | ey 1925, Total.
Sec. 91, | Sec. 38, See. 37, Sec. 28,
i i
11 5 . — 25 41
|
|
1

Note.—The outstanding notices unabated in 1924 have been complied
with.

(P.H.A.) 1875. House To House INSPECTION.
550 Houses have been inspected.
75 of them required some cleansing.

176 required some repairs, and 34 required the back yard pavings
relaid or repaired, which has been done or the work in hand.

Viide table showing sanitary work carried out.
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Sanitary Work Carriep Our.

Public | Factery
Health .W%Ehnp
|
No. of Workshops cleansed 4 ! 18
No. of Qutworkers' Premises cleansed . 8
No. of Cowsheds limewashed e
No. of SIaughter Houses limewashed | 84
No. of Rooms in Common Lodging Houses limewashed 148
| i
| Healtn | At
Act 1925
— R A T
Drains,
No. found blocked and cleared ... 75 5
No. flushed ... 50 5
No. found defective 41 4
No. repaired 35 4
No. wholly relaid 14 1
No. of intercepting traps ﬁxer.l 10 —
No. of intercepting trap stoppers fixed ... 14 —
No. of chambers and manholes built 56 1
No. of new covers to manholes 61 ¥
No. of fresh air inlets fixed 10 1
No. of fresh air inlets repaired 11 1
No. of soil and vent pipes fixed ... 7 1
No. of soil and vent plpﬂ: rcpduﬂd 17 1
No. of new gulhes provided to sinks 20 4
No. of insanitary traps abolished 4 2
No. of rain water pipes disconnected 42 —
No. of rain water tanks cleaned out a7 1
No. of rain water tanks made to overflow gullleu 8 1
No. of intercepting traps repaired 3 1
.1
Yarps, &c. .
No. of yards paved... . 22 35
No. of yard pavings rep._al:red . 41 9
No. of right of ways gravelled and levelled ... 9 7
No. of division walls and fences repaired | 2
No. of gates repaired 10 2
No. of ashbins provided - 5 2
No. of animals and fowls 1mpmper1v kept 26 11
No. of manure pits rebuilt or repaired 6 1
Manure and other offensive matter removed 3 1




No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.

No.
No.
Mo.

=L

HousEs.

. of rooms and staircases cleansed
. of inside walls repaired
. of verminous rooms fumigated

of damp walls remedied

. of house floors relaid or repaired
. of window cords repaired

. of window frames repaired and mdde to ﬂpeu
. of firegrates and fireplaces repaired

. of new doors fixed :
. of doors repaired -

. of splashboards fixed to doors

. of cupboards cleansed

. of pantries cleansed

. of pantries repaired and ventntated

. of coppers repaired

. of service water pipes repaired

. of sinks provided with water supply
. of sinks fixed ... :

. of new waste pipes fixed

of waste pipes repaired

. of sinks and bath waste pipes tr:xpped
. of outside walls rﬂpdlt'&[l i

. of spoutings repaired..

. of roofs repaired

- of chimney heads repa:red

of outside passages limewashed

. of staircases repaired...
. of cupboard doors repaired ..

W.C’'s, ETtc.
of defective W.C's repaired ...
of W.C’s rebuilt

. of new pedestal pans fixed

of hopper pans fixed ...

of filthy pans cleansed

of W.C. seats repaired o

of W.C. cisterns repaired or fixed .
of floors relaid .

of W.C. doors repmred

of lights provided to W.C's

of W.C. walls cleansed

of W.C. roofs repaired

. of W.C. spoutings prunded.;:&r repa:red

OUTHOUSES.
of defective ones repaired or built

. of floors relaid or repaired

of doors repaired
of walls cleansed
of roofs repmred

. of spoutings provided or repdlred

Public Housing
Health Act,
Act 1525
300 | 492
300 | 492
18 | 13
17 82
a3l 174
59 107
69 a2
13 T4
2 4
23 14
& 2
a0 144
35 147
2 66
12 43
14 15
18 5
18 5
22 9
6 2
21 3
18 26
37 29
40° | 51
13 i 15
11X | 2
gl 27
3 29
21 g
12 2
16 1
(5} 3
54 11
15 19
36 . 27
17 | 9
T 14
a3 47
a8 90
20 26
35 | 46
10 13
14 |1 1T
a5 7
29 | 65
21 25
ab 21
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It may be thought, on perusal of the above table of sanitary work
carried out, that many of the items are of a small or trivial nature, but
small sanitary defects have a greater influence upon the health of the
community than many persons realise. Bacteriology has shown us
what a menace to health small things can be. Broken window cords
for instance do not allow of the windows open. This means foul air in
the room; foul air may predispose the inhaler to consumption, and
repaired window cords may mean fresh air and good health. Complaints
are received that there are bad smells arising from defective drains
about the house ; on investigation the drains are found sound, but the
gullies are dirty and the waste pipes foul, and vitiated air passing up
untrapped, and the waste pipes in the house may be the primary cause
of the disease in those inhaling it. Damp walls, from the surface of the
garden being above the damp course, and the air grating covered :
result, dry rot and bad smells under the floor. Loose paving around
sink gullies, allowing soakage in the earth, a warm day, children playing
around the gully, and diarrhoea is the result, and so on. It often
requires a deal of proving before the householder is convinced that the
smells they have experienced have not been from defective drains but
from other sources.

OVERCROWDING.

One hundred and nine cases of overcrowding were investigated,
but only in 38 instances was it found to be excessive and steps taken to
get the nuisances abated, with the result no doubt that the dispossessed
persons crowded into other houses. In investigating overcrowded
houses it is difficult to get truthful replies to questions as o the number
of persons living in the house, as the tenant is quite aware of what it
means to him or her if such is the case, as there is the trouble of abating
the nuisance, as well as the loss of income derived from the sub-letting,
this in some cases being more than the rent of the whole house.

Houses Letr 18 LobDGInGs.

Thirty-six are on the register containing 80 rooms, but it was not
found practicable to maintain the inspection of all the houses let in
lodgings as very many houses are now, technmically, houses let in
lodgings owing to the abnormal housing conditions, and are not
registered.

Housixe Act, 1925.

During the year 155 houses have been inspected under this Act.
In all cases more or less work was required to be done to put them in a
fit state for human habitation. (Fide Table showing samtary work
carried out).

Eighty-seven houses were originally scheduled for demolition or
reconstruction and will be dealt with as soon as other suitable
accommodation is obtainable for the inmates ; in the meantime cleansing
and minor repairs have been insisted upon at most of these houses and
carried out.
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Number
Situation. of

Huuses.
Butcher's Yard o rie | 6
Bell Court o . | 12
St. John's Street, Nos. 15 1'? 17a . 3
London Road, an 2, 4 2
Ram Yard, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 4
St. Cuthbert's Square 14
Paradine Court . 1
Queen's Row ... . 7
Tavistock Place, Nc:'-". 32 3-5 34 35 4
Saddler's Court, Nos. 52 to 62 6
Chandos Street, Nos. 12 to 26 ! 8
Gravel Lane ... 4
Allhallows Lane 16

Of the above
4 houses in Gravel Lane
5 houses in Queen’s Row } Have been voluntarily
5 houses in St. Cuthbert’s Square f closed. 3
2 houses in Tavistock Street
1 house in London Road has been demolished.
2 houses in St. Cuthbert's Square have been demolished.
1 house in London Read has been reconstructed.

6 houses in Allhallows Lane, Nos. 37, 39, 41, 43, 45 and 53, have
been closed and are in process of demolition.
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Tue vuMBer oF HousgEs ALREADY CLOSED IS AS FOLLOWS

Durisg THE YEArs 1905 1o 1925,

—_— - — = —_— e — e

: 0. No.
LocaLiTy Clored ‘ Demolished

Bell Court, Nos. 2, 4 ‘
Parish Court ... ‘
Chandos Street
Spring Gardens
Gravel Lane, Nos. 2 to 28 ...

Christie’s Court

Graham’s Yard

Paradine Court

Malden's Court

Castle Lane, Nos. 13, 15 ...

Newnham Street, I‘HG*-, 24, 6, 32, -fl 21 t::r 25
Priory Street, Nos. 9, 11, 7

Cardington Road, No. 28 ...
Tavistock Place, 8 to 18 ... 1
Balsall Street, No. 9

St. John's Street, No. 30
Beaconsfield Street ...

Midland Road, No. 20, 22

Hurst Grove .

Hand Court, ”\Iﬂa 1 'm 15
Ampthill qtrcal Nos. 6 to 12
Tower Court, Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9
Tower Gardens :
London Road, No. 2

St. Andrews Road, No. 4
Bromham Road, No. 124

Lurke Street, N::t 2 s
Allhallows Lane, No. 37 to 55
Tawvistock Place, Nos. 34, 35
Queen’s Row, Nn:-e::. g 66, T
St. Cuthbert’s Square, Nos. 1 to 8
St. Cuthbert s Street, No. 4
Russell Street, Nos. 13, 16

Costin Street, No. 27

=

SR AN O RBRRWONHEMMOMMIN 000 &00s S0
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) [

LR S e s B i e R (e e O R S o)
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= B
—
[l — N =
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I r 5 5 i 5 0 . - q s s 5 & .
" a [ " ' 1 - . - " . B " . .
; 'l s . " ' " n . . . . a . .

[

|
!
]

Totals | 180 121

#*

In process of demolition.

Closing orders were made in respect to 6 houses, Nos. 37, 39, 41,
43, 45, 53, Allhallows Lane, in 1923. The Authority has now purchased
these houses with the addition of Nos. 47, 49, 51, 55, and will shortly
demolish them.

NoTk.—The 26 houses in [Hurst Grove were during the war converted into offices, but
some are now being reconverted into dwelling houses again,
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Houses Iv THE BoroucH witHOUT skparaTE W.C. ACCOMMODATION.
In 1925 there were 103 houses with 49 W.C.'s,

Allhallows Lane, Nos. 24 to 30 2W.C.'s| to 4 Houses
5 NUI.'-'.. 27, Eg l LR ] ¥ 2 X ]
Beauchamp Row 5 T
Bell Court 4 L | 13 8 i
Butcher’s Yard . 2 U5 w O T
Chandos Street, Nos. 35 to 39 COE Lol i
Chandos Street, Nos. 16 to 26 3 | e ey
Chandos Street, Nos. 28 to 30 L0 G Bl 2 -
Greenhill Street, Nos. 22 to 30 2 i R A
Hassett Street, Nos. 1 to 9 & 4 S o i
Ram Yard, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 2 , yy 3 o
Richbell Court e 5 y o
Rose Cottages A= P
Saddler’s Court . 3 o o
St. Cuthbert’s bqtmre Nos. 9to 14 ... 2 . e By
St. John's Place L 5 s 10 o
Thurlow Street, Nos. 2 m 10 3 g M -
Tavistock Place.. 2 w9 ¥
1] 1y 1 Lk | 1 2 Ll
¥ ' SoA S 1 % (%] 3 ¥
Union Street, Nos. 43, 45 g, A ‘ T "
49 ‘ 55 108, .,

The accommodation for the above houses 1s sufhicient for the need
of the occupiers, although they would preter to have separate ones, but
this cannot be enforced.

Housgs NOT CONNECTED TO THE SEWAGE SYSTEM.

Pail or o i) A
Eaﬂ.i] C].I!}S-tlﬁ Lt.:.-.pm]b | Midden Septic Tanle Tolal
1924 | 1925 | 1024 | 1925 | 1924 | 1925 | 1024 | 1925 | 1924 | 1925

|
\ 5 |
| |
im‘ tal ai ‘

10 ‘ 13 25 |

These are situated as follows :—

Pail or Earth Closefe—
1. Waterworks.
1. Angler's Rest.
Chemical Factory, Cauldwell Walk.
1. Anstee's ,, i i
1. Clark'ss ,,
5. Nos. 62, 64, 66, Cdulduell ‘Wa]l{.
1. Laughton's '}:’ﬂrd Midland Railway Land.
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Pail or Earth Closets—continued.
No. 2, London Road.
1. Rope Works, St. John's Street.
1. Cottage, Cox’s Pits.
1. Caves, Goldington Road.

Cesspools—

28 new houses in Goldington Road.

2 new houses in Kimbolton Road.

Brickhill Farm.

The Moat, Woburn Road.

Cauldwell House, Kempston Road.

Pumping Station, Clapham Road.

Nete. —with respect to the new houses in Goldington Road and
Kimbolton Road, a new sewer has been laid and drains of each
house will shortly be connected to it.

Middens—
3 at the Railway Goods Yard.

Seplic Tankt—
1 at Cauldwell Priory.

I would point out that it would now be possible to connect with the
sewer the houses numbered 64 and 66 Cauldwell Walk, Kempston Road,
and Laughton’s Yard, Midland Road.

NUISANCES,

The 521 nuisances discovered or reported at the office (including
those found at the house-to-house inspection) were of a varied nature,
and with the exception of the number shown in the table have been
abated.

In 116 instances verbal intimation to persons responsible for minor
nuisances was sufficient to procure abatement thereof.

16 complaints were received at the office in respect to bad smells
emanating trom street sewers. These complaints were at once handed
to the Borough Surveyor, who had the matter investigated.

In 30 instances complaints were received from householders relative
to the non-removal of house refuse. These were at once communicated
to the Borough Surveyor, who had them attended to.

Drain TEsSTING.

52 houses were tested by request, and the sanitary fittings reported
upon, for which £39 was received and paid into the District Fund. At
32, defects of more or less serious nature were found. In 10 instances
new 4" drains were laid under modern conditions, and 9 intercepting
traps were fixed. The defects at the other houses were remedied and
passed after retesting.

44 drains were tested on complaint and in 10 instances were found
defective. 7 of them were relaid, 3 repaired, and 2 new traps fixed.
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85 drains were examined after notification of infectious disease in
the house, and in three instances were found defective and remedied.
The defects were not of such a serious nature as to be the cause of the
disease in the house.

PueLic anp PRIVATE ScHOOLS.

65 drains of the schools and boarding houses in connection with the
schools were tested and reported on. A report of each was sent to the
Governors and Boarding House Masters, Defective drains were found
in 9 instances. At the Girls’ High School most of the drains have been
laid on a more modern system ; the remaining portion is to be relaid in
1926.

At the Boys' Modern School plans are being prepared for the
relaying of the greater portion of the drains found defective.

Slight defects were found in the drains of the Bedford School as
well as the drains of the Headmaster's House.

At the School Boarding House, 28 Linden Road, the whole of the
drains on the south side, which were found defective, have been relaid
on modern lines.

The same inspection was made of the drains of the Kindergarten
and other private schools ; 2 defects were found and same were at once
remedied. £54 15s. 0d. was received for these inspections and paid into
the District Funds.

In connection with the repairs or relaving of the drains at the
schools entailed many visits and retesting during the summer holidays,

Sanirary Duest Bins.

359 notices to provide proper galvanised iron dust bins have been’
served upon owners of the houses, and at 326 houses bins have been
provided. During the past few years 5,291 dust bins have replaced the
old boxes, etc., fDI‘ITIEI]j- used for the storage of house refuse.

CowsHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

At the end of 1925 the Register contained the names of 3 persons
keeping cowsheds and 79 purveyvors of milk ; 36 of the latter resided
outside the town, but retail milk in the Borough. 43 retail milk in the
Borough.

The Food Inspector has made 64 visits to the various premises in
which milk is kept, and the same were found in a cleanly condition.

SLAaUuGHTER Housgs.

The slaughter houses in the Borough number 22, yearly licences
being granted to 17 of them by the Authority, whilst the remaining 5 are
old registered premises. The Food Inspector has made 2,298 visits to
them, and inspected the carcases of 791 beasts, 2,225 sheep and 1,947
pigs. During the year 1 slaughter house was demolished.
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IxrFECTIOUS DISEASE.

During the year 355 notifications of infectious disease were received
by the Medical Officer of Health. The houses were visited and
circumstances surrounding the cases entered in the register for his
information.

159 rooms were disinfected and 1,751 articles were put through the
steam disinfector. £1 10s. 0d. has been received for disinfection of
rooms on request, and the same has been paid into the District Fund.

IsoLaTion HospPIiTAL.

85 patients were admitted to the Isolation Hospital during the year;
10 patients paid for medical attendance, etc., the sum of £54 10s. 2d.,
which was paid into the District Fund.

OFFENSIVE TRADES,

There are 3 offensive trades carried on in the Borough, viz.: Frying
of Fish, Rag and Bone Dealing, and Storing of Hides, Skins and Fat.
The following are the situations where ‘* offensive trades " are carried
on in the Borough :—

Fish Frying (19).

26 Ford End Road 1 Great Butt Street
66 Iddesleigh Road 34 Denmark Street
2 Harpur Street 22 The Broadway
59 St. John's Street 2 Althorpe Street
37 Park Road East 95 Ford End Road
62 Tavistock Street 38 Newnham Street

108 Greyfriars Walk 19 Canning Street

and 5 travelling vans for fish frying are also registered.

Rag and Bone (6).

Gwyn Street (2) Hassett Street
Beckett Street Midland Road
Tower Court.

Hides and Skins (3).
Gwyn Street (2} Roise Street.

Many visits were made to these premises.

The Bye-Laws regulating them have been observed, and with
reference to Rag and Bone Stores very few complaints have been
received. These have been as a rule complaints of smells generally in
the Summer time and on Sundays, when butchers have brought bones
to the place on Saturday night, so as not to have the smells in their
own slaughter houses or shops during Sundays.

CovmMmon Lobpcine Houses.

The Common Lodging Houses on the Register number 3, with 74
beds, and are licensed yearly.
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Numerous visits of inspection have been made by myself and in
company with the Medical Officer of Health, and no fault could be
found in the manner in which we found them conducted.

The rcoms and bedding, etc., were kept in a clean condition and
the statutory limewashing of the premises observed. No cases of
Infectious Disease occurred in the Houses during the vear. The
following are the names of the houses, the number of beds occupied
in each house, and the number of beds occupied during the year 1925,
as shown by the weekly returns.

THE Rovarn Oax TuHe WHITE HART

4 Rooms, 17 Beds. | 2 Rooms. T Beds.

Males Females  Tustal Males Females Total
1st Quarter............ 604 - 604 506 — 506
2nd Quarter a3 — 575 H03 — 558
3rd Quarter .. ..... 755 — 755 468 - 468
dth Quarter T04 - 04 h24 — 524
Tokals . 636 — DETA 1996 — 1996

Average per night 7.22. Average per night 5.46.

Ba Tavistock PLACE ToraLs
6 Rooms. 80 Beds. 12 Rooms. T4 Beds.
Males Females Toatal Males Females Total
Ist Quarler.. ......... o007 e opy7 4007 == 4007
2nd Quarter .. ... 3013 - 3013 | 4084 = 4084
ard Quarter 2892 -- 2892 I 4115 — 4115
4th Quarter 5133 — 3133 | 4361 — 4361
I v+ | 11935 —- 11935 16567 — 16567

Average per night 32.69. Average per night 45.39,

Eeing a total increase from the numbers of the previous year of 2507 males.

SANITARY CoxpiTioN oF THEATRES.

During the year, six visits of Inspection have been made to the
Theatre and Cinema Houses. On the whole the conditions were found
to be satisfactory.

MovEABLE DWELLINGS—Caravans.

The living vans used by the showmen attending the Statute Fairs
in the Borough in April and October were visited. No case of sickness
was discovered among the occupiers. The condition of the vans was
satisfactory, although they may be overcrowded at night.
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CARAVANS,

There were two caravans in the Borough situated in a field off the
Goldington Road. In one a man, wife and 2 children, in the other
a man and wife. As these people could not obtain houses they purchased
these vans to live in; one has been in use for 2 years the other for
6 months. They bave been visited many times and kept in a very clean
condition. Water supply is town water and 2 pail closets are in use.

Factory anp WorksHors Acr, 1901,

At the end of the year there were 615 Factories, Workshops,
Workplaces and Domestic Workrooms on the Register.

Home Work,

Occupiers of Factories and Workshops are compelled to keep lists
of the names and addresses of persons employed by them to execute
work at their own homes, and to forward copies of such lists to the
Local Authority in February and August of each year.,

Prescribed forms of lists are forwarded to the various tradespeople
who employ persons, so there 1s no excuse for the non-delivery of lists.

48 notices were served on occupiers of Factories and Workshops as
to keeping and sending the lists. 38 lists containing the names of 90
persons have been received. These lists are of great assistance, as
when a case of infectious disease is notified a glance at the list will
show at once whether there i1s any home work being at the house
infected.

Each worker's residence is visited, and in 8 cases the cleansing of
the rooms used as workrooms was ordered and carried out.

BaxEHOUSES.

There are 56 Bakehouses on the Register, of which 14 are at present
unoccupied ; none of these come under the definition of ** Underground
Bakehouses " as laid down by Sec. 101 of the Factory Act. 2 have been
demolished during the year. 66 visits of inspection were made. In 8
instances the periodical limewashing was found to be overdue, and on
the necessary orders being served this was remedied. The other cases

of complaint found on the many visits of inspection made were for
dirty floors and utensils.

Rerort oF H.M. InspecTOR OF FACTORIES.

During the year 5 notices of contravention ot this Act and remediable
under the Public Health Act, vis.—1 insufficient and not a separate
accommodation for two sexes, 2 not intervening ventilated space
between W.C. and Workroom, 1 limewashing overdue, 1 walls of
Workrooms dirty and dilapidated, were received from H.M. Inspector
and the necessary action taken to remedy them. In addition to the
above 7 notices of occupation of workshops were received and were
entered on the register.

A. W. MEgRRIE
(Senior Sanitary Inspector).
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HOUSING

Number of new houses erected during the year :—
(@) Total (rated) '
(&) As part of a Municipal HL:-ut-mg Sc,i'-eme

1. Unfit dwelling houses.

Inspection :(—
(1) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing (Inspection of District)
Regulations, 1910

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation ...

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-heading) found not to be
in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation

2. Remedy of defects without service of formal notices.

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the Local :'iuthﬂrlty or their
officers ... :

3.—Action under Statutory Powers.

A—Proceedings under Szaction 3, Housing Act, 1925.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit
after service of formal notice :—

(#) by owners ; =S
(&) by Local Authnntx in (Iehmli n:-f' OWNers

(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Closing
Orders became operative in pursuance of declarations
by owners of intention to close ...

B—Proceedings under Public Heath Acts.
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ..

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notice :—

(2) by owners : =
(&) by Local Authﬂrlt} in default of owners

85

709

159

o735

151

136

222

206
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¢ —Proceedings under Sections 11, 14, 15 of the Housing

Act, 1925,
(1) Number of representations made with a view to the
making of Closing Orders 4
(2) Number of dwelling houses in ref-pect nf w hu_h le\img
Orders were made 4

(3) Number of dwelling houses in :ILEFIEEI'. Df w hu:h C]osmg
Orders were determined, the dwelling houses having
been rendered fit ... i i N

(4) Number of dwelling houses in r%peﬂ nf which
Demolition Orders were made ... o e —

(5) Number of dwelling houses -.ie:mulmhed in pursuance
of Demolition Orders ... Y e —

Before the War the estimated shortage of houses in Bedford was
300, the greatest need being for u}lt;ufca suitable for letting at rents
within the means of the |.-1|J(JL]I:'HIU" cid%aea These rents had ranged
from 2/- to 3/6 per week.

On November 27th, 1918, a Housing Committee was appointed to
prepare a scheme for the housing of the working classes, and on
June 18th, 1919, reported to the Council that they recommended for
acquisition a piece of land lying on the east side of London Road of
approximately 27 acres, and another piece of 43 acres at Honey Hills to
the west of the town and bounded on the south side by the river; of
these it was considered that only 124 acres of the first and 21 acres of
the second would be immediately required. The scheme suggested
would provide 400 houses, 150 on the [irst site and 250 on the second.
The appointment of an architect was also advised. The report of the
Committee was adopted and an architect subsequently appointed.

In addition to the sites suggested other smaller ones in various
parts of the town were also considered, and in the result the erection of
8 houses in the Goldington Road district was sanctioned by the Minister
on April 19th, 1920, as the first instalment of a Housing Scheme.

Difficulties arose however with regard to the larger scheme for the
Queen’s Park and London Road sites, and the Housing Committee
recommended to thz Council on March 24th, 1920, that, in lieu of
building on these sites, 147 working-class houses should be provided to
the east of Elstow Road and 32 better-class houses on the London Road.
This suggested alteration of the Scheme did not however commend
itself to the Ministry of Health, between whom and the Council an acute
controversy now arose.

Finally an agreement was come to on the basis of the Housing
Act, 1919, Section 7, whereby it was arranged that about 380 houses
should be built under the direction of His Majesty’s Office of Works
in consultation with the Town Council, and that the Town Council
should make all reasonable efforts to raise the requisite sums for the
Scheme by Housing Bonds, whilst the Minister promised his sanction to
a loan for £40,000 for housing purposes. The number of houses to be
erected was at first fixed at 460, of which 296 were to be of the parlour

type.
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On the approval of the Scheme work was at once commenced on
the first portion comprising 218 houses, and it was agreed that the
second portion should not be commenced until the housing requirements
of the Borough had been more definitely ascertained ; subseguently the
number of houses to be built was reduced to 192, making with the 8
houses in the Goldington Road scheme a total of 200. By a subsequent
arrangement 2 more houses was added to the Elstow Road scheme, thus
making a total of 202.

The Scheme was finally completed and handed over to the Council
in October, 1922,

Suesipy Houses.

On the passing of the Housing Act of 1923 steps were taken to
bring it into operation in the Borough. On Oct. 5th, 1923, Conferences
were held with the builders and others interested, who were invited to
submit plans. As a result it was decided by the Council on Jan. 28th,
1924, subject to the approval of the Minister of Health, to assist in the
provision in the Borough of 50 houses within the prescribed limits of
size by undertaking to make a grant of £125 per houses on the conditions
specified in the Act; the houses were to be ready for occupation by
Dec. 31st, 1924. By Aug. 8th 50 certificates for commencement had
been issued, and on Sept. 24th, on the report of the Housing and Town
Planning Committee, the Council decided, subject to the approval of the
Minister, to subsidize a further 50 houses at the same rate as before,
viz., £125. Subsequently in the case of the 100 houuses to be erected
by private enterprise without °the special conditions’ the subsidy was
reduced to a £100 for the first 50 and to £75 for the remaining 50.

As a result of the Housing Act, 1924, the Committee on Oct. 2nd
submitted a further report and a draft programme for the two years
ending Dec. 31st, 1926. In this it was estimated that 240 working-class
houses would be required to be ultimately built, the estimate being
made up as follows :—

Number of houses required to abate existing over-
crowding ... o . 130
Number of houses rr.-:rquucd to repldce unfit houses
and houses below a reasonable standard of
fitness :: 70
Number of houses requwed ‘to meet the natural
growth of population during the period in
question e B0

e

240

Of these it was suggested that 140 might be erected by the Council,
subject to the ‘special conditions’ as to letting, and 100 by private
enterprise, not subject to the ‘special conditions.” The last mentioned
figure included the 50 subsidy houses which it was anticipated would be
erected by Sept. 29th, 1925,

According to the figures supplied me by the Rate Collector, Mr.
C. E. Craddock, the number of new houses rated from June 30th, 1919,
to December 31st, 1925, was 375.
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I have already stated my opinion that there is not likely to be any
great change in the numbers of the population of Bedford : before the
War, the yearly estimates of the number of inhabitants were based upon
the supposition that the increase was in a geometrical ratio and that
this could be calculated from the numbers of the population at the be-
ginning and end of the preceding decennium. This method is now
discredited ; it certainly led to excessive estimates in the case of this town.
For the year 1921, the population was estimated by the Registrar General
as 40,060, and for 1925 as 41,440. It would therefore appear from the
above statement, that when the proposed houses are erected, the housing
difficulty will be at any rate in large part overcome. The difficulty lies
in the provision of cottages for the less well-paid portion of the working
classes.

In the case of the Elstow Road Housing Estate it is necessary for
the Authority to charge rents which are sometimes above the capacity of
the tenants to pay; they therefore in order to payv their rents have in
some instances been obliged to take in lodgers, and the Housing
Committee have been r&lm.ldull} compelled to waive their objection (as
expressed in their rules) owing to the force of circumstances,

There is still a good deal of overcrowding and much of this is due
to the fact that as families of children grow up more room is required
for sleeping accomodation. Again, during the War many young cnuplﬂs
got married earlier than they would have done in normal times : in the
shortage of houses the new married couples remained in their parents’
houses, and as their children have been growing up the houses have
become overcrowded. A distinction must be, and has been drawn in
practice between overcrowding by the members of one family inhabiting
a single house, and that due to the taking in of lodgers. In the latter
class of cases only has pressure been brought to bear upon the tenant of
the house to abate the nuisance.

As for the general standard of housing in the Borough, and the
character of the defects found to exist in unfit houses, [ may quote as
follows from my report for the vear 1920.

““Though the demand for new houses exists in Bedford as elsewhere,
the needs of the town are not so urgent as those of many other places.
The greater part of the houses in the Borough have been built within
the last forty years, many of them within the last fifteen. But for the
War there is no doubt the demand for middle class and superior artizan
dwellings would have been adequately and satisfactorily met by the
local builders. The great want of the town was, and is, that of cottages
for the labouring class that could be let at rents within the power of
those classes to pay. No scheme can be satisfactory that does not pro-
vide for their needs. The houses in the older part of the town vary in
character according to the date of the building, and many possess
gardens of considerable size. Even in the case of cottage property there
is, as a rule, a sufficiency of open space about the houses ; on the other
hand, some of the business premises in the main streets are unduly
cramped for room. In the newer parts of the town the streets are
straight and wide, and many of them have been planted with trees,
which add greatly to their appearance. The more highly rated houses
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are mainly of the villa or semi-detached villa type ; they are well planned
and modern in character. Besides these there are a great many streets
consisting of houses suitable for families of moderate means; they
generally consist of a ground floor and upper storey, and have no base-
ments. FExcept in the central part of the town there are no houses with
basements. The accommodation for the working classes is good ; the
houses contain, as a rule, a front parlour, a *living room ' furnished
with a kitchen range, a wash-house or scullery, and outside offices: and
upstairs two, or generally three, bedrooms. Passages run at intervals
between the houses to give access to the backyards ; the space behind
the houses is wide, and the drains are so laid that they run to the back,
and are taken out to the street beneath the side passages. In all
streets built within the last twenty years inspection chambers have been
systematically introduced at all points where a change in the direction
of the drain occurs. In the newer streets there has been an increasing
tendency to provide the better houses of this class with bathrooms.

The condemned houses are old, and many of them indifferently
built. The rooms are small and low ceiled ; the staircases narrow and
steep ; there is no proper storage place for food ; there is want of proper
washing accommodation ; there are often only two bedrooms. The
roofs and gutterings are defective ; the walls are often damp from want
of a damp course, causing the plaster to rot and drop ; the window
frames are generally very old, and in many cases the windows will only
open at the bottom, and in a veryv few instances there is no indoor water
supply, but several houses depend on a common tap. A few of the
houses are also * back to back,’ or have no through ventilation.”

Since the above was written, in most cases the worst defects have
been remedied and the houses rendered more or less habitable.

No serious difficulty has been experienced in the carrying out of the
provisions of the PPublic Health and the Housing Acts: the details are
given in the Report of the Senior Sanitary Inspector.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(@) MiLk SuppLy.

The bulk of the supply comes from the surrounding country, and is
delivered twice daily in most instances. The various Milkshops have
been regularly inspected.

There is one licensee (with two sets of premises) for the sale of
Grade A. Milk under the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923,
Five samples were sent to the Reading National Dairies’ Research
Institute and were all found free from dac. cofi. No applications to sell
Milk as ‘ Pasteurized ' have been received so far.

Three cows from milking herds were sent into the Borough for
slaughter by order of a Veterinary Surgeon under the Tuberculosis
Order of 1925, due notice being given to the Local Authority. One
carcase was wholly condemned and destroyed ; of the other two, one
was passed as wholly and the other as partially fit for haman use.
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There are three Cowsheds in the Borough, containing some 36
milch cows.

No necessity arose for taking action under the Dairies, Cowsheds
and Milkshops or other Orders.

In eight cases the Analyst reported that the samples shewed
abstraction of fat to the following amounts: 57/, 6%, 8.3%, 11, 11%,
127, 157, 23.6;/. Enquiries were made and explanations obtained,
whilst further samples were taken in each instance ; as the latter proved
satisfactory no proceedings were taken. In the case of high deficiency
of fat it was found that the sample was taken from the bottom of a
nearly empty can, and subsequent samples were genuine,

(6) MEAT. Slaughter fouses.
In 1920. In Jan. 1925. 1In Dec. 1925.
Registered ... 5 5 5
Licensed ... e 1B e L
23 22 21

The inspection of slaughter houses and meat is in the hands of the
Food Inspector, who holds the Special Certificate for Meat Inspection
of the Royal Sanitary Institute. He 1s provided by the Authority with
a bicycle in order to facilitate his work, and paid 2,298 visits to
slaughter houses during the year, and inspected 791 beasts, 2,225
sheep and 1,947 pigs.

The following table gives the particulars as to the carcases or
portions of carcases from slaughter houses and meat shops which were
condemned as unfit for food :—

Home Dressed. Tmported.
Weight. Weight.
2 Carcases of Cows... 740 lbs. Beef ... ... 369 lbs.
TGRS - B LR E e T | T Mutton S |
1 Ox Liver ... .. 124 1bs. Liver ... ...  121bs.
Mutton S - | T Ox Tail ... 48lbs.

In addition to the raw meat condemned, the following articles of food
(preserved, tinned, etc.) were voluntarily surrendered and destroyed :—

7 tins of Corned Beef (42 1bs.) 17 Rabbits
5 tins of Prawns 6 boxes of Kippers
2 bags of Shrimps 8 Preserved Eggs.

Condemned meat and other articles of food are destroyed at the
Refuse Destructor.

On the introduction (April, 1925) of the Public Health (Meat)
Regulations, 1924, a meeting of all the Meat Traders in the Borough
was convened by the Medical Officer of Health, and very largely
attended. The effect of the Regulations was explained and discussed,
and no difficulties have arisen in their administration. It was generally
agreed that the provision of standard (hygienic) meat-stalls on the open-
air market would be a desirable improvement.
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(c) Oruer Foobs.

If the large modern Chocolate Factory of Messrs. Peak Frean & Co.
be excepted, there are no premises besides the Bakehouses where food
is prepared on any large scale. The sanitary conditions of the Bake-
houses on the whole are satisfactory, though the Sanitary Inspector has
had to report certain instances ol want of cleanliness

(@) No cases of food poisoning occurred in the Borough during the
period under review.
(e) SALE oF Foop anp Drucs Acts.

101 samples of food and drugs were purchased during the year and
submitted to the Public Analyst for examination :

| |
Mo, of Samples. Adulterated.

ARTICLES.

! Formal. | Informal. | Formal. Informal.

Milk 85

Cream ... 2 = e Rt
Preserved Llf:dm 3

Cream Cheese ... e —

Butter ... — =
“Dripping
Sausages

Pork Pie i
Imported Apples

mm-.:li
t

Three samples of pork sausages were reported as containing 30.38;
23.18; and 25.13 grains of Boracic Acid per pound. All three samples
came from one Manufacturer, though purchased from three separate
. retail dealers. In one instance proceedings were instituted but with-
drawn in consequence of the explanation given by the Makers and of
the then unsettled state of the question of the preservative in question.
For similar reasons no proceedings were taken in the other two cases.

Two ‘random samples ' of Jonathan apples were taken and in one
of them Arsenic was found to the extent of 1/700 grain per pound. All
dealers were warned and the apples withdrawn from sale.

(/) Mk anp Cream REecuraTions, 1912 AnND 1917,

(1) Milk; and Cream not sold as Preserved Cream.

Number in which Preservative

No. of Samples examined for the was reported to be present

presence of Preservalive. and percentage of Preservative
found in each sample.

MiILK 85 Nil
CREAM 2 Nil
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The 85 samples of Milk were all taken under the Food and Drugs
Acts. The Analyst makes a point of testing all samples for the presence
of preservatives.

(2) Cream sold as Preserved Cream.

(@) Intances in which samples have been submitted for analysis to
ascertain if the statements on the label as to Preservatives
were correct :—

(1) Correct statements made ........iciaaiiilatia B
{if)i Statements INEOrEREE <o vl i SRR Nil
Total....thivke B
(i11) Percentage of Preservative Percentage stated on
found in each sample. Statutory label.

0.597 0.4

0.136 0.4

0.311 0.4
(6) Determinations made of Milk Fat in Cream sold as Preserved

Cream :—

(1) Above 3B il Cednis it 3
(e} Belaw Sbo TR R S e Nil
Totaloium i s

(¢} Instances where (apart from analysis) the requirements as to
labelling or declaration of Preserved Cream in Article V (1)

and the proviso in Article V (2) of the Regulations have not
been observed............ T TR ey e i A A Nil

(¢) Particulars of each case in which the Regulations have not
been complied with and action taken.. ... .....ocoviiiiinns con. Nil

(B) ThicRenIns SUUSTATICES - iuxicexsbins snennatss=nuansss OO L

No action was taken under the Public Health (Condensed Milk)
Regulations, 1923, or the Public Health (Dried Milk) Regulation, 1923.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

During the five years 1921-25 there was no excessive prevalence of
infectious diseases, the heaviest incidence being in 1922. The largest
number of cases of Scarlet Fever (115) occurred in that vear, whilst on
the other hand there was comparatively little Diphtheria. Towards the
end of the same year there was a considerable amount of Measles of a
mild type with one death. Influenza was more prevalent also in 1922
than in any other year of the period with a high mortality, the deaths
from this disease during the quinquennium being as follows :—1921—
5M.,2F.; 1922—17 M., 17F.; 1925—2M.,2F.; 1924—12 M., 6 F.;
1925—6 M., O F.
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There were 2 cases of Encephalitis Lethargica, with 2 deaths in
1921 and 1925 respectively, in a child of 3 years and a man of 32.

Pneumonia must take rank as one of the most formidable of
diseases. This is illustrated by the following figures, which for each
year of the guinquennium give the number of cases notified as the
denominators and the number of registered deaths as the numerators of
the corresponding fractions :—3§, 3i, 1%, 21, 1+

In most instances cases of Diphtheria are promptly notified and at
once removed to hospital, where antitoxin is administered 1n accordance
with the teaching of experience that large doses should be the rule. It
would be better if the diagnosis were made more often on the clinical
symptoms, as valuable time is sometimes lost waiting for the result of a
“swab.” These are examined in the Borough Laboratory free of charge,
and practitioners are also supplied with the necessary outfits. The
serum is all prepared in the Laboratory.

In all cases enquiry is made as to the origin of cases of infectious
disease, and information is supplied to the Medical Officer of Health
from the primary schools as to cases of absence due or supposed to be
due to this cause.

The Shick and Dick tests for Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever
respectively have not been applied. It i1s more than probable that
the application of them would cause so much prejudice and opposition
that any benefit to be derived from them would be more than negatived.
The experience gained last year when the Borough was threatened with
an epidemic of Smallpox is greatly in favour of this view,

ScarLET FEVER.

Case No. 14 Patient in contact in the country with a case
of Scarlet Fever.
e 16 Patient visited a house in London where two
cases of Scarlet Fever had occurred.
- 20 Patient's brother returned from lsolation Hos-
pital a week previously.
o 28,29 ... Members of the same family.
i 40. 41 ... Members of the same family.
0 43 Parents of the patient contracted Scarlet Fever
whilst away on their holiday.
e 44, 46, 47, [n contact at School. (Ampthill Road Girls.)
49, 50, 51 1 v 18 1
i 48 In contact at London with a case of Scarlet
Fever.
o G0, 61 .. Patient's brother returned from Isolation Hos-
pital a week previously.
e 72 In contact at School with Nos. 60, 61.
=5 74 In contact at School with No. 72.
o 83, 84 ... Members of same family.

s 86, 88, 89, 91, In contact at School with Nos. 72, 74,
92, 95, 96, 97 (Goldington Road Infants.)
e 87, 94 ... In contact at School with Nos. 83, 84.
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IDIPHTHERIA.
Case No. 1 Patient’s brother returned from Isolation Hos-
pital about a week previously.
i q In contact at work with a case that had
occurred 10 days previously.
o 5 Patient sister of No. 1.
o 6 In contact with Nos. 1 and 5.
o AT Members of the same family.
o 38 [n contact with Nos. 36, 37.
o 42, 51, 52 53 In contact at School. (Ampthill Rd. Infants.)
56, 53 59, 63, 'y 'y 1 "
ﬁs! 6'&!‘ &TJ EJBP 1 11 LI ¥
ﬁg B]' L in L LR 3

It will be observed that cases 20, 60, 61 (S.F.)and 1 and 5 (D)
were ‘ Return Cases.’

As always, ' Return Cases’ remain a constant source of anxiety in
Hospital administration. All cases of nasal and aural discharge are
always detained till the discharges have disappeared, even if this
involves a lengthy stay in Hospital. Unfortunately it is impossible to
guard against the possibility of a recrudescence of the discharge if the
patient, for example, catches a ‘cold’ after leaving ; and there is also
the possibility of unsuspected latent causes of infection in the town.
Careful enquiry is always made, but it is often impossible to trace the
source of infection.

fncidence of Scarlel Fever and Diphtheria, 1921—1925.

| Secarlet Fever : Diphtheria
Year |
i Cases | Deaths Cases | Deaths
|
1921 a7 1 5a 2 AT
19722 11h 1 . 28 2
1925 | 47 - g o N
1924 | 18 — R
1925 | 48 — 41 -
i P ! I
Totals | 326 - KR | - i 8
|
Averages | 65 L | 36 =t
| |
Typhoid.

One case of Paratyphoid occurred in 1924 and two in 1925, in all of
which the infection was contracted away from Bedford; in the latter
year there was one case of Typhoid of uncertain origin. There were
no deaths.
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DISEASES NOTIFIED DURING THE YEAR.
Total Cases
Diseases. Cases admitted I;I;{a]:i:!s
Notified. to Hospital. |
Smallpox ... 4 4 -
Diphtheria 41 40 _=
Scarlet Fever , 49 45 -
Enteric Fever {mcimlm,c:;
Paratyphoid 3 - as
Puerperal Fever and other
diseases of Parturition — — —
Cerebro Spinal Fever 1 1 1
Pneumonia 15 2 11
Erysipelas ... 9 1 ! £
Poliomyelitis : 1 1 | 1
Encephalitis Lethargica ... 1 —_ 1
Chickenpox 224 o , =
Malaria — - -
Dysentery .. i - = —
Ophthalmia Nemlamrum 5 3 =
Tuberculosis :—
[ M 23 — 15
(@) Pulmonary e 24 - 17
l Total 48 -— 32
[ M 11 —- 4
(&) Non-Pulmonary ... F 11 — 5
] Total 22 — 9
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Anarysis oF DeatHs FROM NOTIFIABLE DISEASES OTHER THAN
TUBERCULOSIS DURING THE YEAR 1925,

Unﬂer'llz s a5 10|52 ]as| 6
[Dizease, One ko | 1o | to | to | to ‘ to | to | to | to | to | and up-
Year, 2|35 | 4|5 |10|15|20) 35 |45 | 65 | wards.
! | | !
[ | . [
Poliomyelitis ... — —| B | === = = = — -
Priesmonia = T [EE= == b F = L 1 e 6
Encephalitis | .
Lethargica ... - — || = | — | == = | 1l — =] =
| | |3 '
| | | | — |
atlss e s — 1-2:———|—:—.z b (9 [
[l S T |
SMALLPOX.

The most noteworthy outbreak of disease during the period under
review occurred during the last year, 1925, I'mlulmtr.l:-, without the
serious consequences for the Borough which it 1s conceivable might
have ensued. On May 12th, 1925, | was asked by a doctor to see a
pustular eruption in a man '1ger:‘|' 32. On consultation it was decided
that the patient had Smallpox, and he was removed to the small hospital
(* Observation Hut’) at Newnham.

The patient was employed at Luton but slept in Bedford, going to
business daily by train. Enquiry failed to trace the actual source of
infection, but he had slept one night at Rushden, on April 25th, and
been present at a crowded meeting which was attended by many visitors
from Kettering, where Smallpox had been present for several months.
His family consisted of himself, his mother and brother, and two men
lodgers working at the Queen's Engineering Works. All the four
contacts were SII'{J-I:I'“’]'I-? uw‘ed to be vaccinated, but only the brother
consented. All the men were suspended from work and were kept
under observation, but continued to reside in the house, there being no
reception house for * Contacts ' available, even supposing they might
have been willing to enter it.

On the occurrence of the first case Dr. Mackenzie, of the Ministry
of Health, visited the town, and besides confirming the diagnosis gave
valuable advice as to the procedure to be adopted.

On May 29th the contacts not having shewn any symptoms of the
disease were released from observation, and one of them (M.) resumed
night work at his firm.

On May 30th the other man (T.), who had come to the Officer
about his private affairs, was found te have two or three suspicious
spots on his hands and face. He was then seen by Drs. Coombs and
Welch in addition to myself, and it was decided to remove him to the
* Observation Hut," to which he at first strongly objected.
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The same day, May 30th, the other man (M.), not feeling well,
went to consult a doctor in the evening and was, in the Surgery,
brought in contact with about a dozen people. (These were all traced
and vaccinated.) Later on in the same evening he came to my house,
and was directed to return home and to remain in his lodgings. When
seen next day, May 31st, the rash had developed, and after consultation
he was taken to the ‘ Observation Hut.’

On the same day, May 31st, it was decided at a special meeting of
the Public Health Sub-Committee to proceed at once with the erection
of the larger hospital for which plans had been prepared by the Borough
Surveyor some months earlier, a local firm being under contract to erect
it in a period of six working days from the completion of the concrete
foundations, materials for which were always kept in readiness. The
work was commenced the same day, Sunday, May 31st, and the building
was finished by the evening of Monday, June 8th ; the furnishing was
completed the next day, and the patients were installed by 5 p.m.

Meanwhile, a fourth patient (Mrs. T.), a relative of the first one,
but living in another house, and who had not been in direct personal
contact with him, developed a slight indisposition, together with a few
spots, the nature of which she and her family appeared not to have
suspected and therefore did not report. She had been released from
observation sixteen days after the occurrence of the first case. Owing
however to certain rumours | visited the house on June 5th, and at once
called in, in consultation, Dr. Welch, who agreed with the opinion that
the case was one of mild Smallpox highly modified in consequence of
efficient vaccination in infancy. The patient was at once removed to
the ‘ Observation Hut.’

Cases (A.) and (M.) had attacks of moderate severity; the other
two cases were very mild. The hospital was evacuated on July 11th.
All contacts were as far as possible traced and kept under observation,
and most of them submitted to vaccination.

The total number of vaccinations performed was 2,500, made up as
follows : By private practitioners, 1,587 ; by the M.O.H., 713.

LABORATORY.

During the year 1925, there were made 349 examinations of Throat
Swabs for Diphtheria ; 96 for patients in the Isolation Hospital, 117 for
local private practitioners, and 136 for outside Authorities. 31 Samples
of sputum for Tubercle and one of pus for Gonococus were examined
as also one of blood serum for Widal's test for Enteric. Two specimens
of bullock's blood were examined for Anthrax. Thirty-three specimens
of hair were examined for Ringworm. The weekly bacteriological
examination of water from the Rising Main and the two Service Reser-
voirs were continued as usual. Four samples of water were sent from
outside sources and were examined chemically and bacteriologically.
Distilled Water was also supplied to the Electrical Department of the
Corporation. An additional room which was greatly needed has been

added to the Laboratory.
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ARRANGEMENTS FoR DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION.

The Steam Disinfector, situated at the Refuse Destructor at Newn-
ham, is of the largest size and of the Manlove Alliott type. There is
another of the same size and type at the Isolation Hospital.

In all cases of notifiable infections disinfection is done free of cost
to the occupier of the house. 159 rooms were disinfected after removal
of the patient or his death, and 1751 articles were put through the
Steam Disinfector. 27 rooms were disinfestated with sulphur and
Formalin spray, and the use of the plumber’s blow lamp.

During the outbreak of Smallpox all the bedding, bed clothes and
wearing apparel of the four patients was destroys

in one bad case of infestation by vermin, the whole bedding of a
household was destroyed under the provisions of Sec. 56 of the P.H.A.
A.A. 1907., no compensation being given.

TUBERCULOSIS.

| |
Mew Coases, Dreaths,
B L er vy Fulmonary. I‘.‘~'-|:un-i'li'||||l:r|1:1.1',1-.'. Pulmonary. Il“\.'lr.\-n-i:"uil|:|1'|:|11.'1r,1.'.
R R BV R N T e
0 — — — — — e [ | —
1 1 - 2 | 1 1 -— — | =
5 3 1 5 ) (= = 1
10 = 2 2 | e e [ s
15 4 e g : 2 A e 1
20 5 G 2 T 1
25 6 7 - 2 7 e — =
35 " 1 ] 2 - 1 2 | = 1
a5 | 2 2 —_ 2 1 3] 2 1
55 LR IR TS e | 1 L
B5 and upwnrds - 1 =i = =b G | Ak
25 24 11 11| 15 1 kil R 5
| | |

On December 31st, 1925, there were on the Tuberculosis Register
230 cases, of which 157 were Pulmonary and 73 Non-Pulmonary : the
former class comprised 76 males and 81- females ; the latter 34 males
and 39 females. The total number of deaths due to Tuberculosis was
41. 708 visits were paid by the Health Visitors during the year,

No occasion arose for action under the Public Health (Prevention
of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, or the Public Health Act, 1925,
Section 62.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Two Centres are held weekly, on Tuesday and Thursday after-
noons, on the premises of the Free Library in Harpur Street,
wheru a large and convenient room is specially reserved for the
purpose : the large Hall serving as an excellent waiting room for the
Mothers and Children. The attendances numbered 4,004, These figures
do not include visits to the Health Office made fur the purpose of
purchasing dried milk, &c., but represent bona fide visits of the Mothers
with their infants for the HrII{E of getting advice and having their infants
weighed. Dried and Fresh Milk are supplied only to “mothers who
attend regularly at the Centres. The Milk is distributed from the Public
Health Offices at the Town Hall. The Medical Officer of Health attends
each meeting for um«.ulmm:rm., and there is a rota of Ladies who help
the Health Visitor in the clerical work. Records and Charts are kept
of all cases, and the Mothers are supplied with a card register of the
baby's progress.

During the year 2497 lbs. of Dried Milk were distributed as follows :
2413 lbs. at full price: 19 Ibs. at half cost price; and 65 Ibs. gratuimusl}r
249 lbs. of Virel were also distributed ; 207§ Ibs. at full price, and 413
Ibs. gratuitously. 1129 pints of fresh milk were distributed to expectant
and nursing mothers, and to infants, at a cost of £15.3.0.

The members of the Women’s Adult School and of the Women's
Co-operative Guild have continued to render valuable aid by undertaking
+0 supply tea to the mothers at a small charge.

The supply of Maternity Outfits has been systematically orgamzed.
These are placed in the care of ladies residing in different parts of the
town, who are responsible for the lending and return of the sets.

There is room for the development of the dental treatment of
expectant mothers. The purchase of dentures is bevond the means of
many or even most of the patients, and they are averse to treatment for
this reason and often decline it when offered, though a small sum has
been set aside by the M. and [.W. Committee ﬁ:‘tr the purpose.

During the year the Health Visitors paid 1,145 visits to infants
under one year, of which 593 were first visits. 210 visits were paid to
expectant mothers, and 1,240 to children between 1 and 4 years, the
total number of visits being 2,595.

There is no Maternity or Children’s Hospital in the Borough.
There is a Children’s Ward at the County Hospital.  This institution
also provides facilities for surgical treatment of serious maternity cases.
The want of a Maternity Home however will, as already stated, be
very shortly supplied at the County Hospital.

The Bedford Poor Law Institution possesses admirable accommo-
dation in modern and well equipped premises (for six maternity patients)
adapted for all cases, including those requiring the most serious surgical
treatment. During the year two Cwesarean operations were performed,
both successfully. A fee of 21s, is charged to patients who can afford
it ; treatment in other cases is free ol cost. In my last Report I alluded
to the very natural reluctance of some patients to avail themselves of
treatment at this Institution on account of its associations. There are
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signs that this feeling is diminishing, and the fact that the Institution is
now known generally as St. Peter’s Hospital has no doubt largely con-
duced to the result.

The number of maternal deaths due to childbearing during the period
was nine, of which one was due to sepsis and the rest to other compli-
cations. There were 25 stillbirths in 1825. When the Maternity Home
and Anti-Natal Clinic at the County Hospital is opened, as it will be
shortly, it is to be hoped that these figures may be still further reduced.

There is no prevalence of serious rickets in the town, and no special
arrangements have been made for orthopazdic treatment. The local
Committee and the Inspector of the R.5.P.C.C. have given invaluable
assistance in procuring special treatment in London hospitals for some
special cases.

There have been but few cases each vear of Ophthalmia Neona-
torum. In one instance only, owing to tardy notification, the loss of
sight in one eye unfortunately ensued. Of the five cases in 1925, two
were treated at home, two at ' 5t. Peter’'s Hospital, and one at the
Borough Isolation Hospital ; all recovered.

DeaTtHs oF REsIDENT INFanTs, 1985,

No. Sex. Age. Cause of Death.
1 LS 1 4 days Asphyxia caused accidentally. Inquest.
2. M. 3 months Mucous Enteritis : Marasmus.
3. M. 5 months Mucous Enteritis : Marasmus.
4. M- 21 hours Premature Birth.
b.: 1 day Convulsions : 24 hours.
6. M. 4 months Bronchitis : 20 days.
i i 2 days Mediastinal Emphysema : Asphyxia.
8. M. 10 days Debility from Birth.
9. M. 2 days Congenital Heart Disease.
10. M. 1 month Purpura Hamorrhagica Neonatorum.
11, M. 1 month Prematurity : Bronchitis.
12 B, 19 days Prematurity.
15:. B, 5 days Acute Bronchitis: 5 days.
14. M. 22 hours Convulsions.
15. M. 3 days , Deficient Vitality.
16. M. 2 days Congenital Heart Disease.
17. M. 4 days Encephalitis.
18. M. 8 months Patent Foramen Ovale : General
19. F, 1 day Prematurity. |Cardiac Failure.
20. F. 13 days Erysipelas: 2 days.
21 b 7 hours Prematurity.
g2. M. 11 months Measles : Broncho-pneumonia.
25. .F 3 days Prematurity.
24. F. 1 month Marasmus.
25. M 28 days Umbilical Sepsis.
26, M 12 days Premature Birth.
27, F 25 days Premature Birth.
28. M 3 days Prematurity : Pulmonary Atelectasis.
29. F 2 hours Congenital Heart Disease,



56

Deaths of Resident Infants—confinued.

No. Sex. Age. Cause of Death.

30. M. ... 20 minutes ... Premature Birth.

31. F. ... 1month ... Congenital Morbus Cordis.
a2. M. ... 18 days ... Sepsis following Circumcision.

35. M. ... 6 months ... Post. Basic Meningitis : 5 weeks.
34 M. ... 3days ... Premature Birth.

T R ... Prematurity.

36. M. ... o6 months ... Congenital Heart Disease.

37, Ba o e AT daws .. Prematurity.

InFantT DEATHS, 1021—1925,

1921. 1922 1923, 1924, 1925.
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In reviewing from the health point of view the history of the Borough
for the last five years it may be said that it is marked by steady progress
without any particularly striking features. The housing shortage has
not been overcome, but it is hoped that it will be in the near future.
The question of the water supply is under earnest consideration as the
amount needs increasing : the quality of the water itself is excellent.
Large additions have been made to the sewerage system of the town
which will enable further building operations to be carried out on the
outskirts of the residential portions of the town. No large industrial
works have been brought to the town, but I have often pointed out that
their are ample facilities for such in the southern district. The health of
the town has on the whole been excellent throughout, and with the
exception of the small outbreak of Smallpox there has been no cause
for anxiety as regards infectious diseases.

The new sewage works at Summerhouse Hill are in good working
order but need further land for sludge disposal. This matter however
is in hand at the present time.

Though the three great questions of Housing, Water Supply, and
Sewerage have occupied the chief attention of your Authority and must
continue to do so for some time yet, particularly as respects Housing
and Water Supply, there are other relatively minor matters which will
have to be considered in the near future. Among them is the provision
of a Public Abattoir, a site for which might be found on the London
Road in connection with the railway. Another desirable improvement
would be the provision of more public lavatories. It 1s also desirable
that all streets in the Borough should be tarred, to prevent dust. At
the Borough Isolation Hospital it is desirable that a Lodge should be
_erected for a resident porter. Just before the War plans were prepared
for an Administration Block : this is badly needed and it is to be hoped
that the financial condition of the Borough may shortly permit of its
erection.

The question of Town Planning is now under the consideration of
the Authority as the plans must be completed by the end of 1928,

In conclusion I beg to express my thanks for the valuable assistance
I have received from the Town Clerk and the Borough Surveyor, as also
for the loyal support of the Senior Sanitary Inspector and his colleagues
and of all the members of the Health Visiting and Nursing Staffs.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

F. B. WILLMER PHILLIPS

M.A., M.D. (Oxon.): IDLF.EL {Camb.);
B.Se. (Lond.)

June I7th, 1926,



TABLE X.—BIRTH-RATE, DEATH-RATE, AND ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY
DURING THE YEAR 1925.

(Provisional figures.

towns have been calculated on populations estimated to the middle of 1924,

England and Wales, but only to civilians as regards Londen and the groups of towns).

The rates for England and Wales have been calculated on a population estimated to the middle of 1925, while those for the
The mortality rates refer 1o the whole population as regards

England and Wales...
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