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AL 1

BOROUGH OF HYTHE

Anrmal Beports of the Medical Officer of Health and Chief
Public Health Inspector for the Yeer 1957. .

-

——— e e

Mr. Mayor, Alderman and Councillors X
I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report for the year 1357.

E'DE‘E!‘ :

The Registrar-General's estimete of the mid-year Home Fopulation of the
Borough waz 9,730, which wes an inerease of 130 over that of 1956.

Birth Bate

The number of birthe was 103 (43 male, 60 femsle) which was an increase of
9 over that of 1956, The erude birth-rote was sccordingly 10.59; this low rate
is an index that there iz a prepondersnce of aged residents in the Borough for
which the comparsbility factor of the Regietrar General makes sllowance and when
thi=s is applied the rote becomes 12,81, This rate, however, is still appreciably
lower than that of 16.1 for England and Wales.

5t h Rat

The number of stillbirths was 2, and the rate was accordingly 19.04 per
1,000 total l:live and still) births and was lower than that of 22.4 for England
and Wales. The maintenance of a low rate is dependent upon adequate examinations
beflore birth and skilled attention at birth.

Infant Mortality Rate

Two infant deaths were registered.  Both were neo-natal deaths and were
dug to [ﬂ Prematurity; (ii) Atalectasis and premeturity.

Fremeturity is generally the chief cause of infant deaths.

The infantile mortality rate was accordingly 19.42, and lower than that of
23.0 for England and Wales.

Maternal Mortality Rate

There were no deaths from Fregnancy, Childbirth and Abortion, and this
rate was therefore nil.

. Since the beginning of the Century, this rate hes been lowersd throughout
the Country from 5 to under 1 per 1,000 total (live and still) births. The
ghief cause of maternal deasths is now Toxaemia of pregnancy, whieh is alzo o
major cause of stillbirths and infants deaths shortly after birth. Inadegquate
ante=natal core has been shown to be the most common avoidable factor. Early
diagnosis and treatment of Toxecemiz are essentisl to prevent a fatal termination.

Death Rate

The total mumber of deaths from =1l causes was 115, and the crude death
rate wes 12.85. As stated in relation to the birth-rete there is a
preponderance of aged retired people in the Borough in whom the mortality rate
is naturally higher. The comparability factor of the Registrar General
compensates for this for comparison of the rate with that of other Districts
end when applied the adjusted rate becomes 9.25 which is lower than that of
11.5 for Englaud and Wales.

. The chief cause of deaths was Heart and Cireulatory Diszeases and Vascular
lesions of the Nervous System; these are usually the terminal and natural
causes of death in old age. Disease of the coronary artery of the heart caused
12 deaths; although this disease attacks many middle-aged persons, none of
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those deaths from coronary artery disease was under 65 years of age.

The next chief ceause of deaths wes Cancer, from which there were 16 deaths;
that is 13.9% of the total deaths. The majority of these were amongst the aged.
Buccessful treatment is completely dependant upon early diagnesis; the insidious
nature of the disease and procrastination by petients in seeking medical advice
are common factors asscciated with late diagnosis. More Specialised Centres for
early diamosie and treatment should be provided, particularly for Cancer of the
Lung.

Cancer of the Lung caused only one (male aged 63 years) of those deaths.

The Borough is free from gross atmospheric pollution, which together with the
excessive inhalatien of tobacco smoke, is thought to be a contributery factor.

The other causes of death wers miscellanecus and there was no unusual
j_ﬁ.l.".iﬁﬁnﬂﬁt

There was no death from Infectious Disesse.

Infectious Disesses

dcute Foliomyelitis

Four ceses of Paralytic, and two of non=-paralytic Poliomyelitis were i
notifieds The first cese occurred in June and no source of infection could |
be eliciteds The next case cccurred in hugust and had no ascertainable '
relationship with the first. Two children from the same family were the next
cassa, onge Faralytie, the other non-paralytic. The last casze ccourred in
September and was non-paralytic. There was no direct contact relationship
between the cases, other than the two children from the same family, but the
virus was wide=spread in the surrounding Districts during the Autumn nonths. I

There is firm ground for hope that Poliomyelitis waccination will effectively
prevent the cnset of the disease and of paralyses amongst those who heve been
veccirated. :

Whooping Cough

Twenty-eight cases of this distressful disease were notified. The chief
complication is Broncho-pneumonia which is particularly dangsrous in infants
and may reach on advanced stage within 24 hours; early diagnosis of poneumonia
is therefore €omplementary to the success of treatment.

Modern wvaccines for protection agsinst the diseasc are now availeble
gt the County Child Welfare Clinics, in addition to those given by the family
Doctor, and it is hoped that they will prove to be effective.

fieasles

One hundred and thirty-six cases of this disease were notified. Buech
outbreaks usually cecur every two years, when o sufficient number of
susceptiblc children has amassed. Fortunately,it is not commonly a sericus
disease. Ocecasionelly, Broncho-mneumonia which as with Whooping Cough, is
the chief complication, occurs in infants or debilitated children; very
rarely, the pneumonis occurs at the phase of invasion of Heasles and may
develop rapidly.

Gamma globulin is availasble at the Public Health Laboratory, Freston
Hall for protection but it is neither practicable mor desirable to use it
on & large scale. Occasionally it has been used to protect children whe have
been suffering from smother disease end who were exposed to Measles; if
given within the first five days from exposure it will prevent the attack,
or if seéveral days later it will attenuate the disease.

Puerperal Pyrexis

One notification of Fuerper:l Fyrexia was received. Puerperal Sepsis
which the notification of Fuerperasl Fyrexia usually indicared is today guite
rare fdie to modern mseptic technigue and if it does ccour specific treatment I
is highly successful.
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Aoute Influenzal Pneumonia

Four cases of Acute Influenzal Frneumonia were notified.

Asian Influenze

#An outbreak of the so-called Asian Flu cccurred in early Autumn, which is
an unusual season for an outbreak of Influenza. The wirus had spread
ordiglnally from Chinz and Japan and gquickly bocame pandemic; it was identified
looally by the Publie Health Laboratory as Influenza Virus A, typed as Asien &/

527/57. The illness caused by the virus, per se, was cumparatively

mild; it began with a high temperature which gradually fell to normal about the
5th day; many patients suffered from Acute Tracheitis accompanied by a harsh
unpraductive cough; a minority suffered from Fncumoniz and deaths were due
to Pneumconia caused by the Staphylocoeccus Aureus. The epidemic teiled off within
g few montha and there was no second wave later in the winter as expocted.

As the disease was not notifiable the total number of cases was not known.

Tuberculosis

8ix new cascs of Respiratory Tuberculosls were motified; nome was in the
adclescent age group (sec later tsble). There were also two deaths from
Respiratory Tuberoulcsis.

Medicsl science has virtually conguered this disease. Unless the disease
is wery advenced, petients hewve every hope of recovery snd the earlier the
diggnesis is made the guicker is recovery achieved. There is now no waiting
ligt for beds in Sanatoria.

The Masa Hadiopraphy Serviece is of great value in deteeting unsuspected cases
of Reapiratory Tubereulosis, who would otherwisc become open sources of infection
to others. A Survey was made in the Borough in November 1957 and a following
tabls gives the result of the survey. Only one active case of respiratory
tuberculosis was discovered, and 21 inactive cases; it may be assumed from this
;hat there is no reservoir of infection in the Borough, as a total of 2,346 were

=rayed,

In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking you for
your interest and assistance in the work of the Department, and the staff for
their ef'ficient co-operation.

I am,

Your obedient Servant,

Jt WH‘E\L— MlBl, Ehl.ﬂl' Dl F-IHI









| 5 9
- 5 1 ~a 8 - B
















1a

2s

B

-0 -

SECTION B.

GENERAL FROVISION OF THE HEALTH SEEVICES IN THE DISTRICT

Public Health Laboratory Serwvice, Freston Hall, British Legion
Villege, iaidstone.

This service is directed by the Fedieal Hesearch Council for the
Kiniatry of Heplth. Samples of water, milk, ice-crcam and other foods
are examined bactericlogicaliy on behalf of District Fublie Health Departmentas.

A viralogical serviece for the stully of wviruses hos alse been established
in this Laboratory.

Eent County Council, Laboratory Service, County Hall, Maidstone.

This laboratory provides a service for the chemical enlyses of Food amd
Drugs.

Hospital Laboratory Service, The Royal Victoria Hospital, Folkestone.

This leboratory serves the Consultants in Hospitzl and the Genercl
Practitionors in relation to the examination of their patients.

Ambulance Service Station, Houverie Road west, Folkestone.

Thia service i3 administered by the County Council ond the above-named
station adequately provides for the requirements of' the Boroughs. The
establishment comprises 6 Ambulances, 5 Sitting-casze Cars, with a staff
vomplement of Station Officer and 17 men, all of whom are on a full-time basis.
The Station and Ambulances are eguipped with redic-tclephony, which provides a
nearna of instant inter-communication, particulsrly wolusble in emergoncy.

The Child Welfare Centre, Frospect Road.

Sessions arc held weekly on Tucsdays and Fridays from 2 to 4 peme A
Medieal Officer is in attondance on Tuesday ofternoons. The services provided
in thase Clinics are complementary to thoze provided by the family Doctor who is
oconcerned mostly with children who are suffering from illmess.  The Health
Viadtor provides the link between the Clindic and the homes of the children.
Ench child is examined at his/her 'irst attendance and thercafter at reguler
intervals to ensure that therc are no defects, of which the parents may not be
amare, and that nutrition and growth are nornmal.

Immumisation sgainst Diphtheris and Vaceination against Smallpox ore also
available at these clinies, and Whooping Cough immunisation is alao now
available. When suffieient wvaccine is at hand, it is probable that
%mm:l.satiﬂn against Foliomyelitis will also become a routine measure in these

linics.

Various beby foods such as the Dried Milks and Vitemin products are sold

&t ecost price to the nothers, which is of finaneial advantage to them.

It is unequivocal that the Child Welfare Scrvice has been sond is an
Anyeluable z2geney in the prevention of infant deaths and in the promotion of
positive health.

The snté-natal Clinic, Frospect Road.

Semsiona are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of cach month and are
supplementary to the ante-nntal examinations done by the family Doctor and
Midwife. These szervices have been invalusble to expectant mothers in the
prevention of the dangerous ccmplieations that may beset prepgnaney, and
maternal deaths arc now relatively rare.

The Hopme lidwifery Scrvice

There is one Home hidwife on duty in -I:he forough, who works in close
lipison with the Fraectitioners and with the ante-notal Clinie.

ki



















Q[0 THE CHAIRMAN AND MEIBEHS OF THE HEATTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE

Annual Report of the Chief Public Health Inspector & Housing Manager

Ladies end Gentlemen,

I have to present %0 you my thirty-second Annuasl Report on the
work carried out in my Department, This covers the year ended Jlst
December, 1957.

i GENERAT STATISTICAL SUMARY
COMPLAINTE
Number of complaints received and dealt with ar

INSPECTIONS = Summary of inspections made:-
Public Heelth Act, 1936

Number of premises inspected 204
Number of re-inspections at above 371

Housing Act, 1957
Wo, of inspeotions for purposes of

Section 9 (repairs) . 31
lo. of inspections for purposes of Sectimms
16/17 (demolition and closing orders) 48
Ho, nf inapautlona of elearance areas a7
" for general survey and
asgessment B3

Housing Act, 19435

No, of inspections in comnection with
Improvement Grants 44

Houging Repedirz & Rents Act, 1954 and HRent Act, 195
No, of inspectiona re Certificates of Disrepair 43

No, of inspections re houses let in lodgings 15

Hou eneral
No, of inspections re housing applications 131
" . “ " Muberculous patients 7

Food and Drugs dct, 1955

No, of inspections of premises where food is

stored or handled 123

Heo, of inspections at Publie Slaughterhouse
(Meat Inspeetion) 795
Other Meat and Pood inspections 49
No. uf inapaatiuna of Iee Cream premises 38
. " Ticenced premises 1F

Shops Aet, 1950

¥o. of inspections for purposes of this Act 27

Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949-1954

No. of inspeections re ¥ilk and Deiries
Regulations 31
Total carried forward 2,222






D
Total brought forward 2,222

Factories dct, 1937 & 1948

No. of inspectims of faetories with

Mechanical FPower 45
¥o, of inspections of factories without

Mechanical Power 15
Wo, of inspectims of factories re Means of

Escaps in Case of FPire 29

Rodent Control

o, af inspentiﬂna of dwelling houses 80
It " business premises 42
Refuse Collection and Disposal 07
Miscellaneous
No, of inspectioms for various purposes not
cloassified 59
TOTAL 2,803

2, ©NOTICES SERVED:=-
Informal Formal

Public Health Acots 18 -
Housging Acis 4 =

ALYSIS OF DEPECLS DEMEDIED IRMDER PUBLIC HEALTH ACT
MID HODSING ACT

Houses: Roofs

Walls (extemal)
Chimneys and stacks
Rainwater pipes
Gutters

Dampneas

Plaster Ewalls}
Plaster (ceilings)
Floors

Windows

Doors

Fireplace and Cooking Renges
Sink vaste pipes
Water supply - general
Wiseellaneous

Drainage: Trains repaired
Drains cleansed
New Drainage

[ B ] [ ol s - SN e e T R T o e B o Y

Water Closets: THepaired
Renewed

=
L0a]

Dustbins New provided
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HOUSING - GENERAL
1, Houses in Clearfnce Areas and Unfit Houses elsewhere
Houses Demolished in Clearance Arees
As anTit for Human Habitation B
Nunber of Pamilies =snd Persons displaced from the
above a2nd in =dvance of pending action Pamilies - 4
Persong g
Unfit houses made fit and houses in which defects
were remedie
After informal action by Loecal Authority 21
No, of houses in confirmed Clearance Areas 4
No, of families and persons to be rehoused from
the above Pamilies - 4
Persona - 7
24 Rent Act, 1
In July of this yoar thie Act came into foree, Enquiries
on the progedure and applications for Certificates of Diarepair
hawve been deslt with at the offiece., TTUp to the end of the year
applications for Certificates of Disrepair had been dealt with
ag follows:-
o, of applications for Certificates
of Disrepair T
No, of Decisions 40 Issue Certificotes 6
No. of Undertekings Accepted 3
No. of Undertakings Refused Nil
Ho. of Certifioates Issuad Hil
J. Housing Act, 1949 - Seetion 20
Improvement Grents
Five applications were made during the year for grant aid,
cne was refused end four approved. One of the applications
approved hes sinece been withdrawn,
& B @ @R FE R R R W -
o, of premises connected to cesspools 122
Ho, of premises with pail elosets 4

lio, of premises not connected to public water supply 8
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FOOD

1., Inspection and Supervision of Food Premises

Wo. of Food Premises in the District:-

Rakehouses & Bakers Shops T
Butchers 11
Fishmongers, Poulterers & Fish Friers [
Greengrocers and Fruiterers 48T
{racers (ineludes some Ice Cream Retailers) 20
General Shops, Ioe Cream, ete, 24
Iicenced Premises 30
fiestaurants and Hotels 16

Ho, ©f Registered Food Premises;-

Ea Retailers of Ice Cream 71
b Preparation & Manufacturs of Sausages
and Preserved Foods, ete. 13

Totel Number of Inspections of Food Premises:-

Registered under Section 16, Food and Drugs

Aot, 1955 96
No, of Hotices Served (Food & Crugs Act - Food
ﬁygfene Hegulations, 1U55) a8

Mnalysis of Defects Remedied in Food Premicen

Food Premises reconsiructed or altered 4
Protection of Food from Contaminaticn
Peracnal Cleanliness of Food Handlers 4
S80il Drainage System Repaired or

altered 1
Sani tary Conveniernces:-

Cleansed,repaired or renewed 1
Wash hoand basins provided or renewed 2
Sinks provided or renewed 2
Hot Water Suppliss provided or improved 2
Ldghting & Ventilation of Foeod Rooms 1
General Repairs & Cleanliness of Food

Rooms 5
Provigion of Accommodation for Clothing 1

2, 1loe Cream (Heat Treatment Regulations)

The following samples of Ice Cream were taken for
bacteriological examination during the year:-

Samples Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4

Wrapped T B 1 - =

Part TWrapped 3 ki = e -

Unwrapped (from

bulk containers) _1 Sk = - =
Totals 11 10 A - —

Hote: All samples within Grades 1 and 2 are satisfactory.
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sl (2) Milk & Dairies Regulaticns and Milk (Speeial Designations)
oLyl ons

The registrations and Licences in foree and issued
by the Council during the year are as follows:-

Registered Distributors
Tuberculin Tested - Licenced Tealers
FPagteurised = Tdecenced Dealers

Taberoulin Tested = Licenced Supplementary Dedlers

= & b D

Pasteurised - Licenced Supplementary Dealers

(b) Milk Samples

The following samples under the Milk (Speecial
Designations) Regulations, 1949 wers taken during the year:-

No, of Samplea Taken

Pasteurised 10
Papgteurised Channel Island T
T.T.Pasteurised 12
P, T.Pasteunrised Chennel Island 1
Pasteurised (Schools) 9

Totael EE

The Phosphatase Tests on all samples taken during the
vear were satisfactory. The Methylene Blua tests on all
but 3 zamples were also satisfeactory., The 3 referred 10 were
taken in July and the Analyst reported that the test was
invalid as atmospheriec shade temperatures exceeded 659F,

All school milk samples were satisfactory.

4, Public Slaughterhouse

Patestock Guarantee Scheme -
Dezdweight Certification of Pigs

Turing the yecr 1,825 plgs were certified on behalf of
the Ministry of Agriculture,Fisheries & Food qualifying for
deadweight subsidy payment under the abowve scheme, The sum
of £60, 133, 6d will be paid to the Council for the services
of the Imspectors in ecarrying out this work.

Grent for Meat Inspection

In the year ended 3lat March, 1957 the IMinistry of
Agriceul ture,Fisheries & Food made 2 grant to the Council of
£107. 158, 04 towards the cost of Meat Inspection.






il

Garcases Inspecied and Condemned

Cattle
Exc.Cows

Cows

Calves

Pigs

Number killed and
inspected

820

14

399

All diseases excepdh

Tuberculosis and
Cysticercl

Whole carcasges

1 condemned

Carcases of which
some part cor organ
was condemned

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
diseases other
than tuberculosis
and oysticerci

o mm  —— L —

63

N —

302

B.05

T.14

ol
L 3
)
%]

3¢53

Tuberculosis only

Thole carcases
condemned

Cercases of which
Bome part or organ
was comdemned

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
tuberculosis

14

63

1.83

T.14

Cysticercosis

Careases of which
some part or organ
was condemned

Caicases submitted
to treatment by
refrigeration

Generalised and
totally condemned

The total weight of meat condemned at the Publiec Slaughterhouse
during the year as diseased, unsound or unwholesome was:-

1 ton 18 owts 2 qrs 16 1lbs
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RTFUSS COLLECTION AND DISFOSAL

L
Delivery of a new S5.D. 1618 yard Two-way-Tipper was taken in
March in replacement of a 5.7, 11 yard side-loader purchased in 1547,

During the year a nuaber of complaints were made regarding the
Controlled Tip at Princes Parade, and the “inister of Housing and
Loeal Government was invited to inspect., The Munister subsequently
notified the Council that the Inapector's report indicated that

(a) Tipping was being carried out in excess of a
depth of & feet,

(b) Some depressions indicated that voids were not
Properly filled in,

(o) There were indications in scme places that the
cover of soil was less than the recommended depth
of nine inches,

(@) Some pieces of paper blown about indicated that the
Screens were largely ineffective,

(e) Rats reported in June indiecated failure to cbserve
suffieient control measures,

It alsc recommended that additional Precautions be taken as
followa: -

1. The tipping face should be covered with s0il
every day,

2, All tins extraeted for salvage should be removed
from the site daily,

The woide referred to were caused by the disposal of barbed wire
under the Ministry of Agriculture ,Fisheries & Food "Rabbit Control
scheme", and the cover of s0il was not less than 9 inches,

Rat control has always been carefully carried out in close
o0-Operation with the Ministry of Agriculture ,Fisheries & Food
representatives and the infestation referred to was due to unusual
weather conditions. I+t was the firat +time a major infestation had
oceurred in 11 years and was completely removed within a weelk,

Following this report, the depth of tipping has been reduced 4o
an ﬂriﬁinal depth of 6 feet (producing a consolidated layer of about
3 feet) instead of a comsolidated layer of 6 feet deep which was
originally understood to comply with the Ministry's recommendations,
An improvement in use of soreens has been attempted although it is
impossible 4o prevent some paper being blown away in high winds.

With regard to the additional brecautions recommended, tins are
being removed daily but it is not Possible to cover the tip with soil
at at the close of each working day with the present equipment, which
nﬂnaig{a of a Muledozer not fitted with hydraulie equipment for picking
up scil.

191 Ceaspool emptyings have been carried out during the year at
a cost of £264, 2, 0d, This work is done by eontract at a price of
£1. 7. 6d per load.

The coste of Refuse Collection and Disposal, based on an estimated
population of 9,600 were:-
Per 1,000 Population
Refuse Collentieom FEZE

Baagas NMaenogal £.680
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RODENT CONTROL

The usual service was ertended during the year i,e. freatment of
private dwellings found t0 be infested, carried out free of charge,
but a cgharge being made for rcdent control work carried ocut at other
premisesn,

During the year a 10% test baiting of the sewers in the Borough
was carried out, 50 menholes were tested and one was found to be
infested, Immediate treatrent was recommended and carried out and the
infestation eradicated. No further Maintenance Treatment wis regquired

during the year.

The following table shows the rodent control work carried out
during the year,

Year ended 3lat

December, 1957. Type of Property
All other
Local Iwelling Agri- (including
Authority Houses cultural Business) Total
Properties inspected:
E By notification = a1 - 17 98
b EHI?EF under the
10 68 11 43 132

(e) O'therwise - 80 - 123 203
No., of properties
found to be
infested by rats:

Major 1 - - 2 1

linor 2 99 - 14 115
Wo, of infested
properties treated 3 99 - 14 115
Ho. of treatments
(ine, re-treatments) T 117 = 26 150
Ho, of properties
found to be
infested by mice:

Major - - P = =

MEinop - 1 - 2 3

Neo. of infested
properties treated - 1 - 2 3

Ho, of {treatments
(in. re-treztments) - 1 - 2 3

Ho. of viagits
roporded by Rodent
Operator 149 598 nil 151 896
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* COUNCIL HOUSES
441 Council houses were in occupation at the end of the year,

The houses comprise the following types:-

3 Bedrooms 2 Bedroums 1 Bedroom
265 123 53

Analysis of list of applications for Council Houses as at
Lecember, 1357,

No. of applications - 2 or 3 bedrcomed houses 115

No, of applications - 1 bhedroom flata or

bungalows _16
Total 191;
2 or % bedroomed 1 bedroom
e omm odatd ol accommodation

Applications under
eomeideration from
people residing in
the Borough 22 20

Deferred applications
from people residing
in the Borough 49 34

Daferred applications

from people residing
outside the Borough 44 22

Housing Improvementa

Daring the yeor 2 further 7 gea and % electiriec water heaters
together with Sinke =nd Wash Basins, where requested, have been
inatalled in pre 1939 houses, All applications received haeve now been
dealt with,

Hepairs and Mazintenance

The income of the Repairs Account for the year ending 3lst MMarch,
1957, based on a contribution of £10 per house, was £4,7%52, 10, 0d and
the expenditure was 24,645, 19, 2d leaving a balance in hand at that
date of £3,368. 18, 1l4d.

During the year some 1,101 complaints were received of various
defects in Council Houses, The following is an analysis of defects
remedied and work carried out during the year,

EXTERNAL

Heoofs: Slates & tiles
Flashings
Rooflights
Chimmey Stacks mnd Pots
Gutters and Bainvaier Pipes
Draine and Venti Pipes
Footpathe and Pavings (Surfzce
Water Drainage )
Walls (Brickwork for Damp)
Getes ond Fences
NHew Getes provided
Clothes Posts (01d Peoples)
Ventilation (Air Bricks)
Outhouses, Sheds and Puel Stores

=3
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