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THE BOROUGH OF HYTHE, KENT

Anrmal Reports of the liediesl 0ffiper of Health and
Chief Public Health Inspector for the Year 1956

Mr. Mayor, Aldermen and Counclllors,

I have the honour to present to you my first Anmial
Report. '

According to the estimate of the Registrar General, the
Kid-year Home Population was 9,600

Tha total mumber of live—births was 110 and the equivalent
ariude birth-rate per 1,000 resident population was 11.0; when
this rate is adjusted by the Registrar Genersl's Comparability
faoctor which provides comparison with other Distriets on a
basis of age and sex distribution, the rate becomes 14.15. The
high post=war blrth rates have gradually declined to an
equilibriun around 15 whers they are likely to remain stabilised.

There was only one still=birth and the rate was accordingly
1“] i.0. 9.G1| This CONpares vary f&vﬂurﬂbly with that for
England and Wales which was 23.0. The best insurance against
a high rate is adequate ante-natal supervision and skilled
obstetric care.

The number of deaths amongst infants under one year of age
was L4, and the infant mortality rate was accordingly 36.36.
This was higher then thai for England and Wales which was 23.8,
but it should be stated that these figures are too small for
statistical comparisons as a few births or deaths, either way,
would influence these rates disproporticnately. Two of the
foaur infant deaths weare due to prematurity which is the chief
gause of neo-natal deaths; one was due to a congenital diseass
named Fibrocystic disease of Pancreas and the remaining death
was due to Intraecranial Haomorrhages esused by birth injuries.

Thers wer: no deaths asmongst mothers due to pregnaney,
ghildbirth or abortion. The number of these deaths was formerly
tragically high throughout the Country but the rapid advance
of knowledge within the last two deecades has been suceessfully
applied in prevention and treatment, varticularly in relation
to Puerperal Sepsis.

The total number of deatha from all causes during the year
was 148 (75 males, 73 females) and the erude death rate was
accordingly 15.42; this rate, when adjusted by the Registrar
General's Comparability Factor, as for births, becomes 10.79,
which is lower than that for England and Wales, i.6. 11.7.

A8 the Borough i= largely an attractive residential distriet,
thers is a larger proportion of aged people, amongst whom the
number of deaths is naturally hisher than in Districts with an
average age distribution.

The chief cause of deaths was Disesases of the Heart and
related Cireculatory system, These are the diseases which
naturally cause death amongst the aged; 56% of the deaths
were If'rom these causes, Of thsse, disease cof the Coronary
Artery of the Heart caused 26 deaths (19 males, 7 females).
This form of heart disease i3 not exelusively confined to old
age, for many mlddle-aged persons becoms victims. The numbar
of male deaths from this cause was almoat treble that of
females, which might appear to give support to the thsory that
the stresses and strains of modern existence are an important
contributory factor; excessive cigarette smoking may also be
a contributory factor.

Cancer, as anticipated, was the second highest cause of
deaths, of which there were 27, 20% of these deaths were in
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the infection. It 1s, therefore, impracticable to control the
dizsease by the ordinary messures practiced with infectious
diesases, but it iz hoped that immunisation by the new vaccines
which have now besn approved by the Ministry of Health will be
g8 certain a mesns of prevention, as immunisation has been
against Diphtheria. Parcnts have been able te have thelr
children imminised by the family Doetor, since the inception
of the Naticnal Heplth Service, but the wvacclnes were not
approved until this year {135?5 for use in County Couneil
Child Welfare Clinics where they will be available in the
immediate future.

There was only one casa of Scarlet Pever notiiied.
This disease. in its present phase is comparatively mild and
the formerly dangerous compllcations ars now rars. There are,
however, several types such as type 1lv and xil, which can cause
Acute Hephritis, and should be kept in mind. Hany small out-
breaks in schools are caused by nasal carriers, who may be imune
to the disease or are convalescent carrisrs. The practice of
swabbing the noses and throats of convslescent school-children
before releazing them to return to School, should neot be lishtly
disregarded, The majority of children are trezted at home when
conditions are satisfactory. ¥Modern treatment is speeific and
antitoxin therapy has largely been replaced by the Sulphonamides
and/or Antibiotics.

Cne sporadic case of Sonne Dysentery was notified, but ths
gouree of infection could not be traced. This 1llness is alse
mild in its present phesge; the majority of patients suffer fraom
mild diarrhosa of only a few days duratlion, and cormonly there is
no blood in the stools, which 1s a characteristic of the more
savere forms. Many vpatients hawve not sufficient czuese to consult
their family Doators and become convalesecent or chronie carriers
of the organism. Even then, the treatment of carriers is usually
prolonged and expensive and in view of the number of unsuspected
or unknown cases who become carriers, would seem to be of 1ilttle
practical value, unless there is an occupationsl reason sueh as
for those engepged in the preparation and distribution of food.

It ie nolt surprising, thersfore, that outbreaks of this disease
cecur throushout the warious Districts from time to time; for
example, Public Conveniencez may become a reservoir of infection
whers strict hyzriene is not practised. These organisms have
been isolated from lavatory sests snd floors and from pull-chains
and door handles, The best means of prevention are the simplest;
that 1=, the thorough washins of the hands and serubbing of the
nails after ftollet and befores neals.

8ix cases of Acuie Primary or Influenzal Pneumonia were
notified. As secondary cases of Pneumoniaz are not notifiable,
the total number of cases i& not known, but the fact that there
wes only one death bears witnesz to the sucoess of modern
trgatment. Prier to the introductien of the Bulphenemides in
1936 and of Penicillin in 1941, there was no specific treatment
and the disease was then s major cause of desth.

Three new casez of Pulmonary Tubereulosis were notified.
The Chest Physician of the area is responsible for investigating
the source of infection and for the exemination of contacts.
This disease was once so great a scourpe that it was named the
White Plague but modern methods of prsvention and treatmsnt have
galned asg¢endency and the morbidity and mortality are declining
comparatively rapidly. In the field of smcertainment, the Mass
Radiography Unit Bervice is invaluable, and many early unsuspected
cases who would uwltimately have become a source of infection, have
been discovered and successfully trested. B.0.G. vacoination is
also being offered in 1957 to school-children, 13 years old,
throuzh the S8chool lMedical Sarvices.

It is very satisfactory that there were no ecases of non-
respiratory or Bovine Tuberculosis; for example, Cerviecal
Tuberculous Adenitis and Abdominal Tubereulosis were formerly
prevalent caused oy milk or meat infected by the Bovine Bacillus

b ——













2 |
]
a8 5 iz
|
W) - k! 2 AAZH |
L. g |
21 E - |
I E : |
o










1 1 "
LETIE LD inr & . ¥ ' i
2Rul o = ‘w T L L 4 { ] - ¥ A
. - el T - : - - d
1 - ¥
i — 1 = 15 - e — . -
| i
gic I o . r L ] i
1 [ ; W=l ¥
r 0 ] |
















00 _THE CHATRUAN AND MENMB'RS OF THE HEALTH AND HOUSING COMTITTZE

Annual Report of the Chief Public Health Inspector & Housing “lanager

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have to present 10 you my thirty-first Annual Report on the
work carried out in my Department. This covers the year ended 3lst
December, 1956,

Ly GENERAL STATISTICAL SUMARY
COMPFLAINTS
Namber of complaints received and dealt with 150

INSPECTIONS ~ Summary of inspections made:-

Public Health Act, 1936

lumber of premises inspected 181
Humber of re-inspectioms at above 362

Housing Act, 1936
No, of inspections for purposes of

Section 9 (repairs) 52
No, of inspections for purposes of Sectioms
11/12 (demolition and closing orders) 25
Ha. af inapeationas of elearance Areas Bl
4 for general survey and
assessment 9

Housing Act, 1949

No. of ingpections in connection with
Improvement Grants 86

Housing Repairs & Rents Act, 1954
No, of inspections re certificates of

disrepair B
No. of inspectionas re houses let in
lodgings 18
Housing (general)
o, of inspections re housing applications 109
" " " " Tuberculous patients 14

Food and Drugs Act, 1938
No, of ingpections of premises where food is

gtored or handled 141
Ho, of inspectiona at Publice Slaughterhouse

(Meat Inspection) 718
Other Meat and Food inspections 55
Mo, Df mspectima of ice cream premises 41
" " Ticenced premises 14

Shops Act, 1950
No. of inspections for purposes of this Act 29

Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949-1954

o, of inspections re 1ilk 2 Dairies
Regulations 29

Total carried forward 2170
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HOUSING - GENERAL

1y Houses in Clearance Areas and Unfit Houses elsewhere

A, Houses Demolished in Clearance Areas

o W e e e e =

As unfit for Human Habhitation %

HWumber of Pamiliea and Persons displaced from the

above and in advance of pending action FPamilies - &
Persons - 6

B, Unfit houses closed (Housing Aet 1936-1949 & Local
Fovernment (Wiscellaneous rrovisions) act, 1953) Wil

C, DUnfit houses made fit and houses in which defects
were remodlied

After informal action by Local Authority 28
D, Unfit houses in Temporary Use (Housing Repairs &
flents Act, 1954 ' Nil
E. Houses in Clearance Areags purchased by Apreement Nil
o, of houses in confirmed Compulsory Purchase Orders 9
No, of families and persons rem2ining to be rehoused
from the ahove Families - 4

Persons - 11

2. Housing Renis & Sepairs Act, 1954 - Section 23

No applicationas have been made for Certificates of Disrepair
under this Act. Advice hzs been asked for on several oceasions
amd in each case satisfactory arrangements have been made for
outeatanding repair without the need for issue of Certificates,

3. Heusing Act, 1949 - Section 20

Improvement Grants: Enguiries for Improvement Grants have
ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁgueﬂ'ﬁuring the year and nine applications were made,
one application was refused and another, after approval, was
withdrawn. These grants héve, in the main, secured the
provision of bothrooms, indoor sanitation and domestic hot
water supplies for the houses concerned,

Conversion Grants: Two applications were made during the
year Lo subdivide large houses into flats, Both applications
were approved,.

§o, of premises connecticd %0 cesspools 122
lio, of premises with pail oclosets 4
No, of premises not connceted to public water supply 8






£ 1S
FOOD
1, Inspection and “upervision of TFood Premises

No, of Food Premises in the District:

Pakehousges & Takers shops 7
utechers 11
Pishmongers, Poul tersrs & Fish Friers 6
Greengrocers & Fruiierers LS
Grocers (includes some Ice Cream Retailars) 20
General Shops, lce Cream ete. 24
Ticensed Premises 30
Restaurants & Hotels 16

No. of Registered Food Premises:
gafl Retailers of Ice Crean
h) Preparation & Hanufacture of Sausages
and Preserved Foods, etc. 13

Total Number of Inspections of Food Premises:

Registered under Section 16, Food and Drugs

Aot, 1955 72
No, of Notiees Served (Food & Drugs Aot - Food
iene Regulations, 1955) 22

Snalyeie orf Defeots Remedied in Food FPremises

Food Premises reconstiructed or altered
Protecetion of Food from Contamination
Personal Cleanliness of Food Handlers
S0il Drainage System Repaired or
altered
Sanitary Conveniences:
Cleansed, Repaired or Renewed
Iighting & Ventilation provided or
improved
Disconnected from food rooms
Hash hand basins provided or renewed
Sinks provided or renewed
Hot Tater Supplies provided or improved
Cold Water Bupplies - L n
Lighting & Ventilation of PFood Rooms
General Repeirs & Cleanliness of Food
Roomg
Provision of Accommodation for Clothing

M=) wWOHDoWoHE MR i N

= Ice Cream (Heat Treatment Resulations)

The following samples of Ice Cream were taken for
hacteriologieal examination during the year:-

Samples Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4

Wrapped 7 6 1 - -

Part Wrapped 3 2 1 - -

Unwrepped (from

bulk containers) 2 2 - - -
Totals T 10 i ’:_‘ E

Hote: All samples within Grades 1 and 2 are satisfactory.
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3. (a) Milk & Dairies Regulations and 'Hlk (Special Designations)
~ Tegulations

The registrations and Ticences in forece and issued
by the Couneil during the year are as follows:-

Registered Distributirs
Tuberculin Tested - Ticensed Dealers
Pasteurised - TLicensed Dealers

Tubereulin Tested - Licensed Supplenmentary Dealers

= & = =™ D

Pagteurigsed ~ Licensed Supplementary Dealers

(b} Milk Samples

The following samples under the Milk (Specieal
Designations) Regulations, 1949 were talken during the year:-

Semples Results
Taken Satisfactcry Unsatisfactory
Pasteurissd 10 0 -
Pasteurized Channel
Ialand & & o
T.T,Pasteurised 9 8 1
T.T,.FAasteurized
Channel Island 1 1 -
Pasteurised (sSchools) 16 i 5
Totals 42 36 B

The unsatisfaciory results in the Pasteurised (Schools)
Milks cccurred early in the year, where in each case the
milks failed the Phosphat2se Test. The matter was taken
up with the Local Authority and Dairy concerned, and as a
result of getion taken all further samples have proved
gatisfactory.

4. Pablic Slaughterhouse

Fatstock Guaraniee Scheme -
Deadwelght Cerviricevion of Pigs

This is the first full year in which the deadweight
Certification of Pigs has been undertaken by the Council
on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food. During the year 1,03 pigs were certified as
qualifying for the docdwéight subsidy payment.

The Council has received the sum of £37. 17s. 64
for the services of the Inspectors in carrying ocut this
work.






Carcases Inspected and Condemned

Humber killed and
inspected

e

e

Cattle
Oxea,.Cows

- o

All diseases except

ubereulosis |
Cysticerci

Whole carcsges
condemned

Carecases of which

gome part or organ

was condemned

Percentage of the
nunber inspected
affected with
disease other
than tubereulosis
and oysticerci

— A

Pigs |

8170

28

10,0

0.14

1,30

2.69

Tuberculosis only

Thole carcases
e omdemned

Carcapes of which
some part or organ
was condemecd

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
tuberculosis

14

47

2.18

15‘.-':

Cysticerecdsis

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned

Carcases submitted
10 treatment by
refrigeration

Generaliged and
totally condemned

mmm e

0.62

i S

The total weight of meat condemned

during the year as diseased, unsound or unwholesome was:-

1 ten 12 owta 2 grs 21 1bs

gt the Publiec Slaughterhouse
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