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Health Department,
Comeviell House,
North Street,
Horshanm.
July, 1942.
To the Cheirmen and liembers of the Public Health Committee

of the Horsnam Urban District
Council.

lir. Chairman, krs. Laughton and Gentlemen,

I beg to subimit herewith a short Interim Report on the
health of the District and the work of the Lealth Department.
It will be appreciated that, owing to war conditions, the
work of the Department has increased materielly and for this
reason there has been considerzble delay in collecting the
necessary figures for the completion of this report. i §
have therefore tiken the unusual course of preparing a
report to cover ihe years 1939 end 1940, figures for each
year being shown separctely. By this meesns & scwving in
both time cnd peper hes been effected. It will be noted
that, in the interests of cconomy, the rcport h's not beén
printed as in previous years.

The outstanding events of the period under review were
the outbrezk of war and the intensive s~ir Raid Precautions
work which preceded it. The district was scheduled as a
Reception lireec under the Governmnent Evacuation Scheme, and
early in September 1939, 2,299 members of the priority classes
were received in the Urban District. The Chief Sanitary
Inspector had been appointed by the Council as Billeting
Officer, and these circumstances nccessitated serious
curtailment of routine Publie Health work such as house
inspection ctc.

The Council, in co=-operetion with tine Horsham Rural
District Council, had establishecd an Lvacuation Hospital
et Kilnwood, Faygate, where accommodation was provided
for 36 children, cascs of scabies, impetigo, mecasles,
whooping=-cough ete. being edmitted for treatment. nS 2
result of hard work by a number of voluntary hclpers the
premiscs, which had been unoccupied for scveral ycars and
were in a neglectcd statc, wer:s preparcéd and stocd rcady
1o receive paticnts whcen evacuation cowmcnccd. Thc total
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number of patients admitted between September 1939 and
Qctober 1940 was 154, and at no time did the number

under treatment exceed 24. Owing to the drift-back

of evacuees, it proved unnecessary to retain this
hospital in active use, and on account of expense and
staffing difficulties it was decided tc transfer the work
to Tan Cottage, Horsham, in Octcber 1940. Although this
is a smaller house, the accommodation has proved adequate
to meet all needs.

I wish to tender my thanks to the Chairmen and
lMiembers of the Ccmmittee with whcm my work is particularly
connected, end tc acknowledge the loyal assistance of all
nerbers c¢f the Health Department, and the co-cperaticn of
the Chief Officers of the Ccuncil.

I an,
Your obedient servant,
KENNETH IT. EAWSON

Ilhedical Officer cf Health.






-3...
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA, 1939.
ﬁfea (AEPEE)-vlt-i-i--tcti-r--tt;vfn.a-----uu--‘ 1,843

Pﬂpulatiﬂﬂ at C&ﬂﬁusj 19314-1-m-.-.n-;n.a.--.--u 13,550

Registrar-General's Estimate of Resident
Population (mid-1939)
fur calﬂulatlnn DENEHDEE PaLe L s snsssaisusines 15,210

A T 15,860

Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1939) according
R e B e o e s o v s e nnesonss il e A 4,608
Hateable Value.ssuesesaassses iy e Ak el
Sum represented by a Penny Rat€eeeecccecesscsssce £508

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Total. M. F.
Live Births(Legitimate...... 194 87 107 ) Birth Rate
(Illegitimate.... 8 3 5) 13.28
still Births-o!rt--ptoitriit 9 3 6 J Rate pEP 1 DDG
)JTotal Births 48.07
o A e R i . 184 96 88 Death Rate 11l.6
England & ‘ales Birth Rate.. 15.0 Death Rate 1l2.1

West Sussex Urban Districts Birth Rate...l3.53 Death Rate 13.32

Deaths from Puerperal Causess-

Puerperal Sepsis...... Ehas “ee 0.
Other Puerperal CauseS... O ‘e 0.00
Tutallr'i!iiii!itiitiiit. 0 LI 0*00

Death Rate of Infants under one year of age:-—

nll Infants per 1,000 Live Births...... i ot R R . 55
Legitimate Inf;nts per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births....1l5.46
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births.0.00






Deaths from Cancer (all agesS)scssevscsccssancnancns . 32
Yeahhs from Measles (811l 5508) ecsscersncsonansonan |
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages).sesssccrsssess O
Deaths from Diarrhoez (under 2 years of agel)eesssses O
The chief causes of death were:-

Hea‘r‘t Di'ﬁease‘lr'l--l‘."-l-'lIll’l.l-"l-..‘-".ﬁ-* 58

T g ek - e SRS, & e S G O 32
Cerebral Haemorrhaz@essssecesaesononanas «es 1l

Pnﬁmﬂonia---p--ppts-oi---iitltortloiotivrt- 8
Tuberculecsis of the Respiratory System..... 6
SEnilityiiiiitJQ-ti|-ili#livnviiﬁ-nftvtniﬁiil 5
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA, 1940.
Mea [aﬂres].li..lil.ilIifiiil.il...li!l‘li!l.ilil‘ l—’mjl3
Population at Census, 193lesssccrscresscocrssncs 13,550

Registrar-General's Estimate of Resident
Pﬂpulatign {mid-lgiq'o)iil.li'.lliil.i!'iil'.i 16?5'40

Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1940) according
tﬂ Rate Bﬂokslilttiiii! lllllllll 8 o0 808 8BS 4‘}6‘0'2

Ratﬂable vaMIlitI'-I'lll!‘!lllilriiit!litliii!liittl'it £1363?95
Sum represented by a Penny Rete.cicvee.. casssssns £532
EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Total. Ii. E.
Live Births(Legitimete.s.s.. 201 92 10% ) Birth Rate
(Illegitimate...oe 7 TN L A o
Still Births-il-iiitiiil-iillll 11 6‘ 5. ) Ratﬁ: p&I‘ 13000

)JTotal Births 50.2
DeathB8ecsvass A iesrrebneesew 250 143 113 Death Rate 15.47
England & Vales Birth Rate.. 14.6 Death Rate 14.3
West Sussex Urban Districts Birth Rate...ll.57 Death Rate 14.99

Deaths from Puerperal Causes:-
Deaths. Rate per 1,00C Total Births.

= o = . — =

Puerperal SepsiS.:sssses O ee 0.00
Other Puerperal Causes. 1 i 4.58
Tc"tal“-n.tinila-.aannil l - 4-58

Death Rate of Infants under one year of agei-

All Infants per 1,000 Live Birth8..ccsscs.. casnsssesasnsd0.23
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births.....54.7
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births. 0.00
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NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The following cases were notified during:- 1939 1940.
BCETLEE FOTaT i s esssannsasniasssss 15 15
Diphtherica..c.ces. e et e 9 1
Pnemni?-i'l'!illiiillﬂilllﬂiiiil—‘l‘tilﬂ 5‘ 2
Puerperal Pyrexic.csceececscceves .o 1 2
CIEIMIivliiiﬂ!ilft ------- % @ EE N TR o 3{1!’41]-
R RREP T et tcsriiisininsrnss - 1 (1) .
BRI PE s . s s nnes e nnnienn senna 2 1§
lieesleB s sesssssssnssssonsnnnssnnasne x 142
Whoopine COUBlevesvansioesse ik - =
Phemphisus NeonatorUMessesssvascone 1 -
Ophthalnis Neonstorumesssccoacesasns - 1
¥ = Not notifiable. Ii. = lilitary Case.

It will be noted that no cpidemics of any kind occurred.
Fears which had been expressed that the transfer of population
in connection with the Evacuation Scheme, with the resultant
nixing of urban and rural dwellers, would lead to a spread
of infectious diseases, fortunately proved groundless.

lieasles and Whooping Cough were added to the list of
notifiable infectious diseases by the Provisional Regulations
dated October 1939, which were superseded by the lieasles and
Whooping Cough Regulations, 1940. Unfortunately many
children suffering from these diseases do not receive medical
attention, owing to the mistaken idea, commonly held by
parents, thet they are trivial compleints. Thus the
notification rate does not necessarily indicate the true
incidence of these disecsses.

The Council meke a2n snnuel grent to the loesl Nursing
Association towards the provision of nursing for lleasles
and Pnecumonie.
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TUBERCULOSTS.

A1939.

a). The number of cases notified for first time
during the year........... 3

b). The number of cases added to Register other
than by formal notification...... 3

(a). (b) .
Pulmonary Males.... 3 2
Femnales.... - 1
3 3

g i . %

There were six deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis; two
lizle eénd four Female.

The number of cases of Tuberculosis on the Rezister at
the 31lst December, 1639 was 93.

1940.

The number of cases added to the Register during
the yeeressesss 15

Pulmonery liales... 6 llon=-Pulmonery lizles... 1
Femeles... 5 Femelcse.. 3
2 i

There were four dcaths from Tuberculosis; 3 pulmoncry
(1 kale, 2 Female); 1 non-pulmonary (Femle) .

The numbcr of coscs of Tuberculosis on the Register
at thc 31st Deccmbor, 1940 was 96.







BACTERIOLOGICAL SPECILENS.

Pricr to the outbreak of ilar, zn Emergency Laboratory
Service wag organised by tihe liedical Research Couneil, in
consultation with the Kinistry of Health, in order to
augment the existing feccilities for bacteriological
diagnostic work for Public Health purposes. One of the
Emergency Laboratories under this scheme was established
at Christ's Hospital, and work was uadertaken, in the
first place, without charge. This =ervice, whereby
reports coulid be obtained without loss of time due to
postal delay., proved of the greatest possible assistance
in the early days of the War, arnd doubtlcss contributed
to the low incidence of outbreaks in the district. 1Iot
only were specimens received at any .aour, but Dr. Cruickshank,
the Officer :m Charge, made his services available tc the
Department and tc Practiticners in dcubtful cases, and
rendered considerable assistance 1n epidemological enguiries
and in field bacteriology.

Under the agreement between the District Council and
the Medical Research Council commenc.ing lst September, 1940,
all routine bacteriological work for the District (including
the examination of swabs, specimens of blccd and faeces,
reutine water samples, etc.), 1s now carried out at the
Emergency Public Health Laberatcry and an agreed block
payment made by the Distriect Council, No limit is made
to the number of specimens which may be submitted, and the
scheme generally has been fcund ¢f the greatest pcssible
assistance tc the Departiment.

The follcwing table reveals the extent of the werk

carried out:- Nose & :

Scpt. — Dec. 193G. Elhl%%wib&ﬁﬁ%ﬂgo_d'_'b: ”E—-““"
Jan. - ler. 1940. 54 2 4 4
April - June 1940. 10 3 4 o
July - Sept.1940. 61 5 4 -
Oct. - Dec. 1940. 19 4 i >







A

Bacteriological Specimens (Cont).

e Waters. liiscellaneous. TOT A
Sept. - Dec. 1939. 3 15 103
Jan. = llarch. 1940. 1 10 75 )

)
April - June. 1340. 14 21 52 )

) 307
July - Sept. 1540. 25 27 122 %
Oct. - Dec. 1940, 9 20 58 )

GENERAL FROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE ARFA.

o R 8 LR

There has been no change in the arrangements whereby
patients are zdmitted to Swandean Isolaticon Hospital, Worthing.
By agreement with the Corporation of the Borough of Worthing,
seven beds are reszrved for cases from the Horsham Urban.

District.

The following cases of infectious disease wvere

admitted during th:c periods ending 31st December,;1939 & 1940:-

1939 1940.
Scarlet Fevericasscsoeass 13 1l
Diphtheria. . sevcess e 8
CatsMssnosscassnsasnsenes - 1L
MeasleS.esveansessccsnnns = i S

2l
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AVBULANCE FACILITIES.

The lMorris Ambulence, jointly owned by the
Urban 2nd Rural District Councils, and used for
the conveyance of patients suffering from
infectious diseases, was purchased in 1927.
Although maintained in fairly good running
order, the vehicle is rather out of date.

The Caretaker to the Council Offices acts as
attendant for this ambulance. It is therefore
necessary on occasions to arrange for the
Swandean Hospital ambulance, with a nurse in
attencance, to collect cases where the patient
is a woman, or a child acutely ill.

For the collection and transfer of cases of
non=-infectious sickness and accident, the
Horshom Division of the St. John Ambulsnce
Brigade mainteins 2 wvehicle a2t their Head-
querters in Park Street, 2 resident driver
being employed. The dutics of attendant

arce undcrtaken by the Nursing Division of

the Brigadc. No grant is madec by the Council
in econncetion with this work.

In addition there is a Police Ambulance, the
gift of Councillor lirs. Laughton J.P., which
is used as a rescrve vehicle.
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SANTTARY CIRCULSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water.

The outbreak of VWar gave cause for considerable
anxiety in connection with the Water Scheme, in view
of the fact that 21l water was pumped by electrical
energy, thereby making the supply dependent upon the
integrity of the "Grid System".

£8 & result of 2 Specisl Report to the Public

Health Committee in June, 1940, the matter was considered,
and Dr. Suckling ssked to wvisit and report on the question
of the present source and possible alternative sources of
supply. He attended a Conference in July 1940 at which
the Regional 'ater Engineer was present, and presented a
report making certain recommendations- Up to the end of
the period uncer review, no further sfteps had been taken
in this nmatter.

Regular sampling of main water is carried out by the
Health Department, samples being taken weckly for
bacteriological examination, and monthly for full chemical
and bacteriological reporis. The satisfactory bacterio-
logical reports obtained indicate that sterilization is
effective, rendering the water safe from the bacteriological
standpoint. The chemical analyses, however, are less
satisfactory, and reveal the presence of siliceous matter
together with iron ané menganese, which cause discolouration
end deposit. It is very desirable that, 2s soon as
circumstances periiit, the necessary reaction and settlement
tenks should be instzlled in order to effect 2 removal of
21l suspended matter.

Houeginge.

In spite of the considerable amcunt of extra work
reguired of the Sanitary Inspectors as a result of Var
conditions, this work hes proceeded, 268 visits being made
in 1939 and 351 in 1940. action was taken in & number of
instances under the Statutory Powers granted by the Publie
Health Acts, and the Housing Act, 19306.

Although not included in this abbreviated report, full
details of the work are always aveailable.

hsspie bt on & Superwviagion of Food.

Regular visits hove been made to Dairies and Cowsheds,
end sampling hes proceeded os in previous years. Inspecticn
of bekehcuses, stores end pleaces where food is prepared have
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been carried ocut. Full details of this work are
available for reference.

In January 1940, a Central Slaughter House was opened
in Horsham by the Ministry of Food. This resulted in =z
very considerable increase in the work of the Sanitary
Inspectors, as slaughtering was proceeding during long
hours each day. It was therefore agreed that assistance
should be rendered by an Inspector frcm the Horsham Rural
District, in view of the fact that this work had now
ceased in the surrcunding rural zreas.

gaenorijeca Aet 1937,

Regular visits have been paid as required. Details
are available in the Department.

Rats & liice (Destruction) Act, 1919.

In conneetion with the above, 140 visits were paid
in 1939 and 134 in 1940. liany baits have been laid, and
structural werk carried out as required.

Government Evacuation Schemnae,

In liarch 1939, the Senicr Sanitary Inspector was
app2inted Chief Billeting Officer under the Government
Evacuation Scheme. The original Survey of accommodation
was carried out by the Department, assisted by members of
the Townswomen's Guild. The preparation of the Scheme
in its various phases involved a considerable amount of work
which naturally curtailed the time available for ordinary
Sanitary duties.
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