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Holmfirth Urban District.

Report of the Medical Officer of Health
for the Year 1925.

My, Chairman and Couneillors,—

This being a Survey Report contains more
details than the ordinary Annual Report, and
is written aceording to Circular 648 of the
Ministry of Health.

MATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE DISTRICT.

Population, at census 1921, 10,500 ; at 1925,
10,430,

The area comprised in the HOLMEFIRTIH
URBAN DISTRICT is situated on  the
northern slope of the Pennines, and consists
of the townships of WOOLDALE, CART-
WORTH, AUSTONLEY, UPPER THONG,
and NETHER THONG. The general confor-
mation of the country is very lilly, comprised
of several ridees and their corresponding val-
levs, and varies in altitude from 400 fect
(Thongs Bridge Bowling Club) to 1,615 feet
above the zea level. Down the main vallev
flows the River Holme, which is fed by several
streams, the largest of which is the Ribble.
The district is wild and rugged, its upper
reaches consisting largely of moorland. The
climate is invigorating and stimulating, winds
often hoisterous, and the rainfall high. Thee
is comparatively little fog.  The soil is for
the most part clay, but there are streaks of
sand, sandy-clay, and rock. The roads are
bhuilt to give the easiest gradients up the
hills, and the houses take the outline of the
roads, so that the general plan is irregular,
and the houses often appear in terraces one
above the other. This has led to very many
houses being built with wne or more outside
walls apgainst the soil. The houses are ar-
ranged in several groups the largest being
the town of TTOLMFIRTLI.

The staple industry is woollen, and, for the
most part the inhabitants are emploved in
the various processes of cloth manulacture.
There are also two foundries, a cotton mill,
an engineering works, and several quarrics,
Farming chieflv consists of cattle keepine, the
amount of land under cultivation being of
second importance. There are comparatively
rﬁ‘r}' poor, and ﬂlﬂ-'llg]] the amount of money
paid in relief is approximately the same as
before the war, the number of recipients is
not half.
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The extent of the Holmfirth Urban Distrigt”
Couneil’s area 1s 7,802 acres 2 roods 23 poles.
There are two thousand seven hundred andd
fortv-five houses (2,743), with an estimated
number of two thousand nine hundred (2,900
sepatate families, Two thousand five hundre
and! fifty-seven (2,557) houses are of the worl-
ing class. The population of the arca is ten
thousand four hundred and thirty (10,430).

There has been a considerable amount of
iiness during all the yvear, exeept August and
September. Chicken Pox has been present in
the distiet during the whole of the vear, an:l
there has been a large number of cases of
Measles.

During the last five years Holmfirth has
undergone an almost entire re-organisation,
and many Banitary achicvements have resalted

HOSPITAL TREATMENT.

Hospial aceommodation has undergone a
complete alteration during the period. Up to
July, 1920, patients were treated in Hudders-
field Royal Infirmary. but since then Holmfirth
for the first time in its existence, has unde:-
taken the maintenance, care and treatment
of its own Hospital cases. On July 3rd, 1920,
the Holme Valley Memorial Hospital was
opened by Sic Berkeley Moynihan, the first
patient was admitted on July 5th, the first
operation on July Sth, and up to December
31st, 1425, 1,371 patients have been under
treatment in the institution. This, to a cer-
Lain extent, is accounted for by the faet that
besides ordinary medieal and surgical cases,
malternily, orthopoedic, special work like eves,
cars, noses and throats, and A-rave are under-
taken by specialists, and thac the Hospital is
available for paying as well as non-paving
patients.

TOWNGATE IMPROVEMENT.

This improvement consists in the entire
clearing away of the west side of Towngale,
with the necessary purchase of property and
the hl‘i.l]ﬂi”j_[ over of the river, 1,E'|.|;~1-|_-F'|‘1,- T-
placing a narrow, dangerous, dark street witn
a large, light, any square. The cost to the
Dislrict of this improvement was £1.4,524.

RECONSTRUCTION OF SEWAGE WORKS,

The old sewage works had become ineffec-
tive, and worn oul, and the Council were fre-
quently receiving complaints from the Rivers’
ﬁ:nm'd. and neighbooring District Couneils,
The old works were so reconstructed and en-
larged by Messrs, Balfour and Sons, actina
under the Council’s instructions, that they
are now more than capable of treating (and
t!lnl successfully) the sewage of the whole
district. The cost of this improvement to the
District was €13,000.
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CONVERSION OF MIDDEN PRIVIES TO
W.C s,

In 1920 there were 608 W.C.'s in the Dist-
rict, while at the end of 1925 there were 834.
These figures include 174 to old property and
02 to new property. 1 ought Lo mentipn that
during the very dear years of 1920 and 1921,
only 39 W.Us were installed ; while in the
last three wvears 167 have been installed.

SURFACE WATER DRAINS.

Surface Water Drains have heen laid at

Ciiffe, Nabhb, South Lane, Holmiirth, Upper-

thong, Netherthong ete., costing the Istrict
£'1;m}-

SEWERS.

Sewers have been extended at Long Walis

and Long Bank, and an entirely scparate
sewage scheme has been installed at the Vii-
lage of Boothhouse.

SCAVENGING.

In 1924 the method of Scavenging i the
district was entirely altered. Previous to
thact date the work was done by Contractors,
and complaints were frequent. Since then,
however, the Council has purchased motor
vans, and the work is now earried on 1n a
very efficient manner by skilled men emploved
by the Council, and under the supervision « [
the Sanitary Inspector. Complaints are now
of rare ocecurrence. This change, though such
a very great improvement, has not cost the
District anything.

WATER PIPES.

Thres miles of main water pipes have becn
cleaned out during the preceeding five years.
ELECTRICITY.

The system of Electricity has been changerd
in the period. Previous to 1920, Electricity
was made in the area, but in February, 19234,
the Council decided to purchase it from the
Yorkshire Power Company. Though this
meant alterations all over the distret (for
one was Conlinuous Carrent and the other
Alternating Current) Electricity is now in-
stalled in a very satisfactory manner. All the
wants of the district are now met, and besides
lighting it is now used for power, heat and
mill use. One mill in the district is entirely

run by Electricity.

HOUSING.

Since 1920 quite 2 lot of houses have heen
huilt in the district, though overcrowding ex-
ists to a terrible extent, partly owing to the
voneral shortage of houses, partly to the de-
lapidated condition of some of the property,
and partly that we have so many houses huilt
into the ground, and which eannot he made
richt without divertine main roads or other
mmportant structures.
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Amongst. these houses the Council have
built 36, of which 12 are Stone and 24 are
Conerete Blocks: 57 have been built by pri-
vate enterprise, 30 are subsidised, and 27 are
non-subsidised. In addition to these, Huts
have been built for the navvies on the Water-
works, and various Wooden Bungalows.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Birth Death Deaths Rate
Year. Mo, ol Thmte No.of Rate under per 1000
Births: per 1000; Leaths. per 1000 L yr, Births.

1921...... 192 1911 148 1409 13 679
W22 ... 176 16°63 148 1380 13 17888
1923 ...... G0 1516 128 12-13 6 375
1924...... 170  16:19 136 1205 10 588
1925...... 163 1562 145 1390 17 104-20
Births.

One hundred and sixty-three Dbirths have
heen registered during the year, of which
seventy-three were 1wales and ninety were
females. This gives a birth-rate of 15,62 per
1,000, which is less than that for the whole
of England and Wales, which is 18.3.

There were seven lHlegitimate Births during
the year, four being males and three females.
One illegitimate clild died.

Deaths,

During the vear one hundred and seventsy-
seven (177) deaths took place in the area,
and nine mhabitants of Holmfirth died out
of the district and were transferred thereto.
This gives a gress total of one hundred and
elzhty-six deaths. Of these, forty-one were of
peaple who belonged to other districts and
were transierred away for burial. Thus the
nett deaths of inhabitants of Holmfirth dur-
ing the yvear were one hundred and forty-
five, of whom seventy were males and seventy-
five were females.  The death-rate 15 thus
13.90 per 1,000 ; that for England and Wales
for the vear being 12.2 per 1,000,

Infant Mortality.

Seventecn deaths ander one year of age
liave been recistered during the yvear. One of
the deaths occurred amongest the seven ille-
eitimate children born during the vear. The
canses of death amongst the intants were:
Prematurity and Congenital Debility 11,
Bronchitis 1, Whooping Cough 1, Haemorr-
hage ol the New Born 1.

The Infant Mortality s 104,20 per 1,004
births.

For comparative figures of the last five
vears sec table above.

Causes of Death.

Of the gross total of deaths of the area,
Organic Heart Disease again heads the list
with twenty-two; Cancer comes second with
seventeen cases, Bronchitis thirteen, and
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Arterio Sclerosis with twelve. Only three
deaths took place from Influenza, five from
Pulmenary Tuberculosis (Conswmption), and
eleven from Paenmonia.

A detailed table of all the deaths at the
gpecilied ages is given in Appendix 1V,

Place of Death.

Fifty-nine of the one hundred and eighty-
six deaths took place in the various public
institutions of the district.

Ages at Daath

On examination of Appendix IV., it will be
noted that ninety-two or nearly half of the
gross total deaths, occurred at over the age
of sixty-five vears, and forty-nine died at
between the azme of forty-live vears and sixty-
five vears.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
a—Notifiable Infectious Diseases

One hundred and eleven cases of Infectious
Discase have been notified during the year:
last year we had one hundred and cight eascs.
OF the 111 cases notified, thirty-eight were
treated in Hospital. There were twenty-two
deaths from Notifiable Infections Disease.

Pneumonia

This is undoubtedly the more serious Noti-
finble Infectious Disease we have in the dis-
trice. Fifty-two cases have been notified, in
comparison with fifty-one for 1924.  There
were eleven deaths from Pnewimonia.

Bearlet Fever.

Twenty-eight cases of this disease have heen
notified during the year, twenty-seven of
whoin were treated in Hospital. There was
no death. These cases did not form a smal
-‘:pEL]l;_'li_li-:', : they were of a sporadic nature,
oceurring in one's or two's, and generally
throughout the yem

Diphtheria
There was only one case of Diphtheria noti-
field, which was treated in Hospital, The-e

wies np death. The use of Antitoxin in the
treatmoent of this disease is ;|h'|'|u.~5t. universal.

Tuberculosis.

Bixteen cases of this disease were notified
during the year. Eleven were Pulmonary and
five Non-pulmonary. There were nine deaths
from Tuberculosis during the vear—five from
Pulmonary Tuberculosis and four frowa Non-
pulmonary Tubercalosis.

Enteric Fever.

OF the nine cases of this disease notified
up to May liGth, the first became known on
March ath, in the Cartworth Ward. As this
diseasc is comparatively rare in this distriet,
very great interest has been taken in it.
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[ have thoroughly investigated each case,
have consulted wih the local doctors, to whom
1 bee to express my thanks for their eourtesy
and valuable assistance, and have had a visit
of imspection and investigation from an ex-
perk of the West Riding County Couneil.

Up to the present no cause or means of
spreading of the disease has been discovered,
for though very many insanitary eonditions
and habits are present in the area, there are
not any of them present in a sufficient num-
her of cases to justify one in concluding that
any one or more of them provides the cause
of the epidemic.

As already stated, the first case wasg at
Dalils, in the Cartworth Ward, the next six at
Baunksville, or the immediate neichbourhood,
and the fast bwo at Woodhead Road and Ward
Place. All cases gave a positive pathological
rcaction, either a positive Widal or Para-
typheid B.

Prevention.—~QOwing to the obscure sourre
of the infection, the prevention of the disease
has been exeeedingly difficult. The means
adopted consist of 1solation of the patient,
and thorough disinfection after removal. Al
the cases were sent to the Meltham Isolation
Hospital, and all recovered except one.

b—Non-Notifiable Infectious Disease.

Chicken Pox has again been present during
practically all the yvear. In the Spring some
very severe cases occurred, and many child-
ren were incapacitated for a considerable time.
I'here have also bheen many cases of Whoop-
ing Cough and Mumps, particularly in the
months of June and July.

Measles,

This disease has been very prevalent, par-
ticularly in the last quarter of the year. All
parts of the district have been affected, and in
some places the attendance at schools ‘has
been very poor.

Influenza.

This disease, thouzh present to some extent
during the vear, has heen by no means of an
epidemic nature. There were only three
deaths from this disease.

WATER.

The Water Supply ol the district during
the vear has been guite adequate to the needs
ol the inhalmtants. There has been no restric-
tion or shortage, hut some has been purchasel
from neighbpuring aveas. Over 1,800 houses
in the district are supplied with water from
the Council’s mains.
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1,675,200 gallons of Water were purchased
from  Huddersfield Corporation at 2s. per
1.0 gallons, This ceeurred between  14th
Auveust and Qetober 1st. There were 47 «ays
ol thns purchase,

During the year the water sapply has been
extended by the addition of 100 yards of 2in.
mains, The private supplies of water in the
district are numerous; some are appaient!}
gquite satisinctory, agd others are hable to
contamination or shortage during a dry
season, but all have the commaon detect, that
they are not under proper supervision,

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

Uwing to the installation of filter beds at
all the mills, ihe pollution of the River Holme
and its tributaries has much improved. A
ceritain amount of pollution still takes place,
fo rtie most part through the surface drains
being used for purposes other than those for
which they were miended. Uqctluluugllh olle
can see dves and scouring water in the river.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

During the year certain work has been done
in improving the drainage of the district.
One thousand three hundred and fifty-four
(1.351) wards of six inch sewers have been
added. This is part of the large scheme of
sowaoe disposnl reconstruction boing carried
out i the district. In addition to these main
sewers, there have been many repairs <o
others Lo obviate the leaking ol the river or
surface water into them.

During the year the reconstructed Sewage
Waorks at Neilly were completed and formally
opened. These works allow for the treatment
of fifteen zallons of sewage per head of the
population, and there 1s provision made lor
anv reiasonable extension or merea=¢ of ipe
districi. The syvslem of sewage treadnent con-
sists of precipitation by Alumino ferrie, fol-
fowed by sedimentation. and finally by bae.
terial treatment on large filter beds, so that
the final effluent is perfectly clear water, free
from  =mell  and any other objectionable
feature

SCAVENGING.

The method of Scavenging seems very satis-
factory, and it i1s now a very rare occlurrence
to have a complaint of an over-ful closet or
i=hpit. The fact that matiers are now 1n
skilled hands and wnder the supervision of
the Inspector of Nuisances ensures that these
inportant matlers are attended (o in o regu-
lar and eflicienl Mmanner,

FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORK-
PLACES.

During the vear all the faclories, workshons
and work-places have been inspected,  and
found satistactory.  The sanitary acconunoda-

i

tion was sufficient, and sexes divided. There
wils 1o evidence of overerowding, and ven-
tilation was found satisfactory. Copies of the
Foctory Act were hung in |:||mnlmnt places,
and ambulance boxes in charge of skilled
person were installed. Sixty-three IH‘:‘_I'!ET_’tH'-l]H
of Factories, one huandred and three of wori-
shops, and seventy-hve of work-places have
been made during the vear

5 - SUMMARY (for reference) OF NURSINC
ARRANCEMENTS, HOSPITALS and other
Institutions available for the District.

Professional Nursing in the Home.
(a) General.—These nurses are of two kinds:

(1) Private, where the patient can afford one,
and (2) the District Nurse, who is pro-
vided by voluntary subscription, and con-
trofled by n Ladies” Committee of the
Holme Valley Hospital. There is no
subsidy from the County Council or other
authority. She works under the direct
orders of the doctors of the distriet, and
Lhe present Nurse carries ont her zidoas
in an eminently capable and einelent
manner.

(b)) During times of epidemic {zuch as
measles)., the County Couneil has provi-
ded a nurse to visit and help with infec
tious cases.

Midwives.

The District is provided with a Mateinity
Nurse, who in the past vear has done most
excellent work, She iz supported by volun-
tary contributions to the Holme Valley Hos-
pital, and is under the control and supervision
of the Ladies’ Committee of that institution.
There is alsg one other certified Midwife in the
district.

Clinies and Treatment Gentres.

Maternity cases are received at the Holme
Valley Hospital, there being two beds con-
stantly devoted to such cases: but occasion-
ally there have been as many as seven cases
in the Hospital at one time. During the veur
forty-five women werc confined in this insti-
tution. The West Riding County Council
pays a proportion ol the expense iur neces-
sitous cases:; but ]vn;u;_r‘ and nursing home
paticnts are provided for, and lully apnreci-
ate the luxuries of such a place in comparison
with the best private houses,

Child  Welfare Centres, Sc¢hool  Clinics,
Tuberculosis and Venereal Ihseases Centres
are all under the management of the West
Riding County Council.
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Hospitals provided or subsidised by the
Local Authority or by the County Council.

(1) Tuberculosis. — Cases of Tuberculosis
when sent away are treated in the various
West Riding County Council Sanatoria. (2)
Maternity as in ahove _paragr aph. (3) Child-
ren.—There ‘is no special Children’s Hospital
in the distvict. (4) Fever.—Fever cases are
treated in l'lw Co'ne and Holme Joint Infee-
tions Diseases Hospital at Meltham, This
Hospitai provides for the needs of the Colne
and Holme Valleys, and 1s under 1|m i nage-
ment of representatives of the varions District
Councils situate in these areas. (3) Small
Pox cases are treated at Moor Top Haospital,
Meltham, a branch of the previously men-
tioned isolation hospital. (6) Other Hospitals
in the district are the Holme Valley Hospital
ag Thongs Bridge, with normal aceommoda-
tion for 16 patients:; and the Huddersficld
Roval Infirmary.

There is no institutional provision for un-
married mothers, illegitimate mfants and
homeless children in the district.

Ambulance Facilities,
(a) For Infectious Cases, from the Colne
and Holme Isolation Hospital ;
(b) For Non-infections and Accident
Cases, a horse ambulance is kept Ly
the Holmfirth Urban District Couneil.

6— LABORATORY WORK.

Pathological and bacteriological examina-
tions are earried out by the W.R.C.C. Lahora-
tory at Wakefield. Full opportunity is taken
of the facility, but postal delays, especially
at week-ends, occeasionally cause such advan.
tage to be nullified.

The undermentioned is a list of the Adoptive
Acts, Bye-Laws, ete., in force
in the District.

Bre-laws were made by the Local Board fur
the District of Holmfirth on Sth February,
1886, and confirmed hy the Local Government
Board on February 25th, 1226. Certain
amending byve-laws were made by the Couneail
on Decomber 10th, 1917, and confirmed by
the Local Government Board on February
12th, 1918, Public Health Acts Amendmenrt
Act, 1800, adopted July 13th, 1891,

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907,
Part 1., ITL, IV., V., and V1., and Section
05 Part VIL.. came mto force in this district
on March 5th, 1914,

Bye-laws for the regulation of Odensive
Trades were made by the Council on June
15th, 1914, and allowed by the Loecal Govern-
ment Board on August 17th, 1914,

]te-;..ui:ltum'« were made by the Couneil under
the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk Shops Order,
of 1833, on 24th May, 1909, to come into
force on July 2nd, 1909.
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7—SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

SANITARY INSPECTOR'S REPORT.
To Dr. Hy. W. Williams,
Medical Officer of Healtl,
Dear Sir,—
I herewith furnish statement of Samtary
vork done, coming under my notice and super-
vision during 1925 :—

Total inspections from all sources ... .. 225
Dairtes and Cowsheds Regulations :
No, of inspecticns made douring 1925 .. 475
No. of Cowsheds found in all respects
fit for registration ... ... . U
Now of Cowsheds found with de F(_"(‘t*-\ . LG
No. ol Cowsheds registered at close of
L I A 1
Nuisances ;—
No. of ingpections during 1925 ... ... 763
No. reported during 1923 ... ... ... ... 355
No. abated during 1925 . RPN -
Informal notices served Liurmrf Ifi‘?_: e 22
Informal notices ecmplicd with, 1925 22
Formal notices served during 1925 ... 57
Formal notices complied with, 1925, 11
No. in hand at close of 1924 ... ... ... 43
No. i hand at close of 1925 ... ... ... 46
Main Sewer Extensions :—
Xo. of yards of Gin. sewers laid during
UBRAE s e e e eree e e oy ALl
Water Mains Extensions :—
No. of vards of 2in. main Iaid during
1 5 s LSS P e 100
Slaunghter Houses :(—
i O i L Ty e P o 11

No. of unpmtmm Illd.{lﬂ' SRR |

Closet Aceommuodation :—
XNo. of Earth Privies at close of 1924 ... 1141
No. of Pail Closets at close of 1924 ... 49

No. of Water Closets at close of 1924 ... 781
No. of Earth Privies at close of 1925 ... 1121
No. of Pail Closets at close of 1925 ... 16

Mo, of Water Closets at close of 1925 ... 831
The incrcase of Water Closets during

the year is ... .. a3
The reduction of I*..ul.ll l’ll‘kll}-\ Llll.llll"'

the wear 15 ... .. M)
The reduction of Pail { h‘m.t'- dllrm.r,. thL

yenr 15 ... .. P el e T . 3

I am, =ir,

Your obedient servant,
SAM BRAY.
10.



SCHOOLS.

There are eight elementary schools in the
distriet, and one secondarv school in the
centre of Holmfirth. . The elementary schools
vary much in structure and condition  of
cleanliness. The newer buildings are natur-
ally more easily kept clean, but some of the
others leave mucn to he desived in ‘this re-
spect.  All are supolied with water: seven of
them from the Council’s mains, one from New
Mill Couneil’s mams, and one from a private
suppry. Al are provided with water closets,
except Hade EFdge, Field Euad, and Nether
Thong schoo!s.

All the Schools hiave been inspected during
the vear, and though there has heen o log ol
non-notifiable infections discase during  the
vear, the attendance has not gone down sul-
ficient to warrant closing the Schools, especi-
ally as the Schools were not the source of the
imfection. In fact, havine recard to the
Memorandum on the Closure of and Exclu-
siom from School, 1925, this matter has heen
left entirely with the School Medieal Officer.

8 —PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF.

The Public Health Officers of the Couneil
ceonsist of a Medical Officer of Health, whe s
a part-time official, and a Sanitary Inspector,
who is a whole-time official except that 'u
holds a small appomtment of a simular charac-
ter to a neighbonringe district.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISIOMN OF
FOOD.

(a) MILK SUPPLY.—No milk is brought
into the district exeept the tinned variety,
which is largely used. There are none of the
“Grades™ of Milk in the area, and even if we
had a farmer with sullicient interest o the
matter, we have no farm bwldings at present
suitable or easily adaptable for the production
of iue better ¢lasses of Milk. The ordinary
milk, which varies in character with the
farmer who produces it, may he considered
rich and unadulterated, and though there are
isolated examples of people whoe cannot get
enough milk, the general adequacy of the ar-
rancements for the supply is saflicient.  The
administration of the Aects has not caused
any difficulty, and there have not been any
prosecutions during the year. I1four hundred
and seventyv-five (475) Inspections have been
made, and fortv-four cowsheds were found in
all respects fit Tor registration.

(i) Action taken as to Tuberen'ous Milk
and Touberculous Cattle.—Duaring the vear
|'|'|-r|||r-r1'[ i'||-.|u-:-ti41n_~.. Tave heen - made, and
na tubereulons living cattle discovered.

i1,

{ii) Number of licences granted for the sale
of milk wnder special designations, classi-
lied as in the Fourth Schedule to the Milk
(Special Designations) Order, 1923 ; types
of apparatus licensed for the Pasturisi-
tion of Milk.—None.

(1) Refusal or revoeation of the registra-
tion of retailers, or of licences for Graded
Milk, with reasons for refusal or revoea-
ticn.— None.

(v) Summarized results of the bacteriolo-
zical examination of samples and graded
and other Milk.—During the presence of
the cases of Typhoid Fever, taue Milk from
a farm was bhacteriologically examined, and
lound to be clean milk, with only 3,000
microbes per cubie centimetre. ;

th)y MEAT.—(i) Meat inspection (mneluding
arrangements for inspection at the time of
slanghter and for marking meat under the
Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924) ;
disease in meat and arrangements for the dis-
posal of condemned meat.—The meat inspee-
tions during the vear have been one hundred
and thirty-twe (132). There are eleven slaneh-
ter houses. Meat is not marked in this area.
During the vear two carcases of heasts were
condemmed for Tuberculous, and then de-
stroved at the Gas Works, where all con-
demned meat is destroved.

(1) Administration of the Public Health
(Meat) Regulations, 1924, as regards stalls,
shops, steres and vehicles.—There is a consi-
derable improvement since the passing of the
Act.  All shops are now covered in, and meat
15 earricd about in an improved manner.

(i) The management =f Pul'ic Slaughter

Honse.—There are none

PRIVATE SLAUGHTER HOUSES,
In 102, Do Jam, 1925, In Dee. 1925,

Mesistered i 0 10 : 11
Licensed .. ... 4 2 3

Total in nsc . | KL 11

{c) OTHER FOODS.—There has been a
great improvement i the quality of food
generally in the district during the vear. Tt
has been very noticeable in almost all articles
of diet, but particularly bacon. There are
cicht hakehonses in the district, all of which
have been inspected. Some of them require
more care in their elanliness and storage of
food prepared. Bakers should be particularly
areful to keep Hies off their cakes or other
produce.

(d) There have heen no reported cases of
feod poisoning during the vear,

12,



9—HOUSING.

(I.) General Hounsing Conditions of the Area:

(1) General Housing Conditions : The houses
in this district are mostly built of
stone.  Many were built belore the
days of damp courses, and scme ave
built into the ground ;

(2) (a) Extent of shortage or execess ol
houses ;: Many of the houses (cecupied)
are uifit for human habitation, and the
shortage may be estimated at about 400.
(h) Measures taken or contemplate |
to meet anyv shortage: The Urban Dis-
trict Council has already built 36 houses
in the neighbourhood, and in the last
five vears fifty-seven houses have been
built by private enterprise ;

(3) Information as to any important
changes pcrpuf.ttum during the period
under review, or anticipated in  the
future :—None.

(11.) Overcronding :—
1. Extent—Much.

2. Causes—Shortage of houses. More than
one family Bving in a house.

3. Measures taken or contemplated for
dealing with overcrowding — Whon
there 1s alternative accommodation the
Urban Instrict Council will no douist
ahate this nuisance.

1. Principal causes of overcrowding during
the vear 1925, and action taken.—As
no alternative accommodalion exists
the Couneil are powetless to deai wiih
overcrowding beyond keeping lodgers

and such like nuisances.

(LLLY Fitness of Houses :(—

1. (a) General standard in the area.—Below
the average

(1) General character of the defecis
found to exist in unfit houses—DBuilt
into the ground ; want of repairs ; de-
fects in 100fs, walls, drain-pipes, ete.

(¢) How far defects are due to the lack
of proper management and swpervision
by owners, or to acts ol waste or neg-
lect hy tenants. — Impossible to say,
but the price of repars is n ]d.rg-_l
factor than either.

2. General action taken as regards Unfit
Houses :(—

() The Public Health Acts.—Howses are
taspected snd nuisances abated where
posszihle.

{h} The Housing Acts.— Owners are inte;-
viewed by the Samitary Inspector or
M.OH., and notices are served where
necassary. Tables €. and 1D, submt-
ted to the Ministry of Health, etc.

13.

(3) Difficulties found in remedying unfic-
ness, either under the Public Health
Acts or under Section 3 of the Honsmg
Acts (1425).— Beyond the difficulty ot
cost of repairs, we have poor peonple
who own cottage property, but have
only a life interest in it. Many are
doing exccedingly well in carrving out
eradual repairs.

() Conditions, so far as they affect hous-
ing, as regards water supply, ecloset
accommodation and refuse 1I|-r-m.1l to-
sether with measures taken this year
in these matters.—These matters are
dealt with elsewhere in this report.
Taking the district as a whole, emn-
ently satisfactory

(IV.Y Unhealthy Areas:—

Information as to complainis received or
representations made. and action taken, in
recard to unhealthy areas.—XNone.

(V.) Bye-laws relating to houses, to louses
let 1 lodgings, .lml to tents, vans, sheds,
ele. :

{1} As to working of existing Bye-laws.-—
Satisfactory.

(2) As to need for new Bye-laws, or re-
vision of existing Bye-laws.—At prewnt
we have no difficulty.

Number of New Houses erected during the
year :—
{a) Total—18.

(b) As part of a municipal housing
scheme—XNone.

1—Unfit Dheeliing-Houses,

Inspection— (1) Total number of dwelling
houses inspected for housing defeets
funder Puldic Health or Housing
14 el ) e R b B aedild

{(2) Number of {h'.{‘“lll“ hullb‘-l}.‘i which
were inspected and recorded under the
Housing (Inspection of District) Re,s,u-
lations, 1910 ... ... ... .. 444

{(3) Number of dwelling Imusm qund to
be in p state sp dangumus or injurious

to health as to be unfit for human
habitation ... .. L

{4 Number of {]m‘lllllL Imm-u:ﬂ (exclusive
of those referred to in preceding sub-
headinge) . e e SN

2—HRemedy of Defects without service
af’ Formal Notices,

Number of dwelling houses rendered [it
i consequence of informal action by
the Local Authority or their officers ... 11

14



S=dAetion under Statuwtory Powers,

(i) Pmc-_:'mlm,-__rf under Section 22 of the
Housing, Town Planning, Ete., Act,
1910 . —

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect
ob which notices were served requiring
IEPAITE ... e cvr s ver e e :

(2) Number ¢ F dwelling houses which were
rendered hit:
{a) By owners ...
(b) By Loeal "ul“lul'}‘t'\ in Lit'icllﬂl.
of owners ki

() Nuber of dwelling houses in respect
of which closing orders hecame upera-
tive in pursuance of declarations In
owners of intention to elose ...

) Proceedings  under Public Health
Acts :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect
of which notices were served requiring
defects to be remedied ... ... .. ... ...

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which
defects were remedied :—

(a) By owners ... ... . .
(b) By Local "Lllt]lﬂllt\ in -.l-.lault
of owner o T B s

{¢) Proceedings under Sections 17 and 18
of the Housing, Town Planning, Ete.,
Act, 10049 - —

(1) Number of representations made with
a view to the making of closing orders

2N ver of dwelli 502 in respect
(2) Number oi dwelling houses in respect
of which closing orders were made ...

(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect
of which elosing orders  were  deter-
mined, the dwelling houses having
been rendered fit ey

(1) Number gl dwelling honses i respect
of which demolition prders were made

(33 Number of dwelling houses demolished
in pursuance of demolhtion orders

1 have the honour to he,
Mr. Chairman and Councillors,
Your obedient servant,

H W. WILLIAMS, M.D.,

Medical Officer of Health.
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Holmfirth Urban District.

———

APPENDIX I,
Natural and Social Conditions of the Area.
Avea ... 7.892a. 2r 23p.
Population - 10,430

Physical Features and General Character of Avea ... Hilly

Number of lubabited Houses (1921) ... e 23195
Number of Families or Separate Occupiers (1921) ... 2,900
Rateable Value @ £47.970
Sum represented by a Penuy Rate ... .. £190

ArpENpix 11

Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year.

) Total. M. i 'er 1,000

BIRTHS — Legitimate w156 69 87} Bicthh Rate ... ... 1562
Illegitimate ... T 4 3)

DEATHS ... .. 145 70 75 Death Rate 15390

Number of Women dying in, or in consequence of childbirth —
From Sepsis... 1. From other causes... 2.

Deaths of Infants under one year of age . 17.  P’er 1,000 births... 10429



AprpeEnpix I11 Holmfirth Urban District.

Notifiable Infectious Diseases during the Year 1925,

Cases
admitted

to Hospi'l.

Total

Deaths,

Loodloel, gl 8| gl el 2| 8|, 8].8.6l. 8.8
DisEAsE. |§2§4§E5:!5;3535335333'555555}?;
S B S s T i P S '-'”"-‘;'*E:E:-E"‘;?”ﬂ 7 = it
87| =] =] = w| 2CA7]["872[T8 8
i e s | | | I H
Scarlet Fever ....................., 28 | 1 1| 2|18 6| 1
| | | 1 {
Diphthevia ......................... 1 | 1
| |
Enteric Fever (Typhoid)..... g1 3 1 1 | 1 | 1] 4
| |
Pneumonia.. ......ccovvvvenrnnn. 5 3| 6| 3| 5| 5| 9 | 3 41 4] 8| 2
| | |
F |
Brysipslag .o 4 | : 181 2 |
Puerperal Fever ................. 1 ‘ 1
| SR |__-_: __;_
- | 3 i - | [ [
TOTALE: ; nsaz] Y5 3 | s 3 i B| 28 g1 3| 8 G | 14 2
‘ | | I | ]

Hospital for the treatment of Scarlet Fever, Diptheria, Enteric Fever—
The Colne and Holme Joinl Isolation Hospital at Meltham.




Arpenpix 111(a)

Holmfirth Urban District.

TUBERCULOSIS.
I
' NEw CAsges, DEATHS,
Age Periods, ‘ Pulmonary, Nou-Pulmonary, Pulmonary, . Non-Pulmonary,
- - | _ -
| |

I M, F, | M. F. M, F. M. | F.
0 years A 0 0 0 | 0 0 0 ] 0
T R 0 [ 0 0 0 |
A e Y | 0 0 | 0 0 0 Ii | |
T e, . 1 3 | D 0 o | o | o
T e SN R 3 0 2 0 0. | o 0
2 o 3 0 ] 1 1 ] i 0
3 ot 0 1 1 1 1 0 o | 1
33 0 0 0 0 0 (o 0 ] ]
o 0 0 0 0 0 1. & | @
o0 o 0 0 | ] i ] 0 | i
65 and upwards ... | 1 0 0 1 1 0 1

ToraLs .. & 6 A 3 9 1 3




Arpenxpix 1IV.

Holmfirth Urban District.

Causes of, and ages at Death during the Year 1925.

Causk oF DEATH,

Influenza ...

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

Cancer—Malignant Disease

Organic Heart Disease ...

Bronchitis ... "

Pneumonia...
Arterio-Sclerosis ...

A ppendicitis
Nephritis—Brighl's Disease .
Congenital Debility, &c.
Suicide

Violence (not Suicide) ...
Other Defined Causes ...
Parturition...

Pertussis— W hooping Cough.
Typhoid Fever ...

Deaths at the subjoined ages, whether oceurring within
or without the District.

L el el gl gl Bl BleBleflelled|atlel
SBl€g352525/3z2(s5|°5|128°38 2812888
‘ﬂ-:cﬁ"mhﬂ L T N T Ty B Sl ?l‘i:-::
i ] [ R (L :| 2 ] = = £ =@
3 | 1 1] 1
5 2 11 3
1 1 ' 1 L &
17 | . 1| 65|11
22 2] L] &I
13 1 , 2|10
11 . 2 6| 8
| |
12 || 1|11
|
1 1|
4 i 4 1 1| 2
14 | 14 '
2 I 1
7 = 2 3
64| 1| 1 1i 1 1| 1| 2|20]|36
3 | 1] 2
3 1 2 |
1 1

Jsef1r| 1| o] 8 1| 1| 1| 1]12] 9|00

ToraLs .
59 Died in Public Institutions.
20 Died in Deanhouse Institution. 15 Died in Holine Valley Hospital.
41 Transferred away. 9 Transferred to Distriet.

Nett Deaths 145

Death Rate 13:90 per 1,000 per annun.
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