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Central Health Department, Public Health Department,

1%, Tonbridge Road, T3, College Hoad,
Inidatone. Maidstona.
Telephons: Maidstone 54072 Telephone: Moaidstone 54238

Mr. Chairman, Iadies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my rdnth Anmonl Report on the
health of the Rural District of Hollimgbourn.

Once again it is a pleasure to report the very low infantile
mortality in your district which this year amounts to 13.9% as
compared with the figure for Enzland and Wales of 135.0. The point
is being reached new in the operation of the maternity services where
it is becoming very difficult to classify deaths as avoidable and
this is emphasised by the fact that in only one case of prematurity
did a fatality result.

The birth rate for your distriet at 21.29 is above that for
Englond and Wales and the death rate at 11.51 is exnctly the seme as
that for the country as a whole.

1965 was a relatively guiet year as far as infectious diseases
were concermed, the main weight being borme by measles. This was a
year of biermial incidence of measles and the figure of 283 was not
unexpected., The important thing in infectious diseases in 1965 wes
that once agein no cases of poliomyelitis, smallpox or diphtherds
were notified in the distriet. Thie satiefnctory situstion is one
which, as I have emphasised from year to year, can only be maintained
- and mist be maintained for ever as for as we can see - by continucus
protection being offered to the public and for the publie to respond
to the facilities which are there to use, This is particularly so in
tha case of poliecmyelitis which is now on oral vacecinetion and there
waild not appear to be any renson for the facilities to be ignored.
Although the figure for the take-up of this vaccine is relatively good
in your distriet, it still falls beleow what could be celled a
gatisfactory and secure level.

In 1965 the number of deaths from cancer fell slightly from the
previous year, but still remains at the second highest level reached
over the last ten yeara. Cancer of the lung is an inerensing aource
of mortality and the figure of 13 in this respect is high.

My, Chambers has contributed his interesting and valunhle
gection on the work of the envirommental hygiens services, and in
the pages which follow you will see how the scope of the district
services has increased.

The main worry in public health in your district is over cesapool
emptying and the inherent consequences arising from it. Although more
end more gewerage extension schemes are being undertnken, this does
not appenr to alleviate the emptying services to any considerable degree.
There are the imevitable delays and the subsequent public irritation.
Every effort is made where an urgency does arise to sbate as guickly
as poasible any public health hazard in the situation.

Several reports have been issued during the yeor om the cleansing
services and much time has been token up in Comeittee with the
discussion of these reports. A measure of the difficulty which is
involved in the service can be seen from an analysis of the days lost,
the holiday and illness deficiencies, and you will note from those
figures that there is & considerable wastage over the year, especially
when ome takes into account the fact thot only eight more men have
been employed in 1965 as compored with 1963, The number of loads
:::L'?E:wd in 1965 octunlly rose by over three hundred as compered with
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Much time has been spent too on the gurveillance of promises
dealing with food supplies and catering generally and as a result
the atandard of cafes and restaurants in the district has been raised.
We are still not satisfied that we have reached an optimum level and
it is hoped that in the future an even higher standard will be
achievad,

Since so much of your digtrict lies slong oms of the min trunk
roads of England, the amount of holiday fraffic at small cafea is very
considerable, and sometimes it is an embarrassment to the owner to have
to deal with s0 many people in a short space of time. I% is at those
times that the possibility of human error arises, and this is smmething
that one can cnly try to correct by providing facilities of a high
gtandard. Also,it should be realised that sinee your distriect lies very
mwoh at the gatewsy to Burope, the possibility of the spread of disenses
originating in other parts of the country is very large. This ia
espesially so in the bowel diseases such as dysentery.

My thanks are due to Mr. Chambers and the staff of the Public
Health Department for the hard work which they have put in during the
year, and for the interest and co-operation which they have alwoys
ghown. I have been fortunate too, as in previous years, in having
the pleasure to serve a Committee which hns shown its interest and
support in no uncertain way and I would like to record my thenka to
the Public Health Commttee amd in particular to its Chairman for the
way in which they have supported me during 1965.

Az alwnys the Public Health Department can only operate at true
efficiency with the support of the other Departments of the Council and
I am particularly grateful for the advice and assistance given me by
the Clerk, the Treasurer, the Engineer and the Housing Manager with
whon we have worked in complete accrrd.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Chairman, Iadies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servent,
F. H. ¥, DNMDER

Medical Officer of Health

16th May, 1966






STATISTICS AND SCCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area (in acres) ris R s 56,796
Estimated resident pnpulatmn 1965 s ww  ww i i 18,490
Humber of inhabited houses, end of 1965
(according to rate books)  .s 44 s e 6,065
Rateable Value, December, 1965 es as  we ss s 609,040
Sum represented by a penny rate W e . wia et £2,500
EXTRACT FROM VITAL STATISTICS ale Tareasi Total
Iiw mﬂhﬂ w - . w - - w -w - 172 15‘6 558
Rate per 1,000 population . erude - 19,36
corrected - 21l.29
Illegitimate live births per cent of
total live births PRl i R e mwe cawts oy s hgHN
Male Female Total
Stillbirths ws ' e as T 2 4 &
Stillbirth rate per I,GDD ]ive and sEILBIrEhe . as. e =s 1048
Potal live and still births .. P I . 174 190 564
lale Feomale Total
Imnt ‘d-BEthﬂ L L L) L L L] L 2 3 5
Potal infant deaths per 1,000 total live birthe e oo e oo 13.96
Iagitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate
Hve births .. s s .a s e s s . an en 1485
Illegitimante infant deaths per 1,09[5 illegitimt&
nﬁ bﬂ'ﬂm -a - - ] . ] -
Feo-natal Mortality Rata {deaths undar 4 waeks per
1’m tutﬂ-l ]-i‘l.e birthﬁj - L] - " L - W Ll L - Eij?
Early neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 1 week
Nr 1,m tﬂtﬂl 1i'."13 hirthﬂ}.- & o w LY LN L] - 'B'IET
Perinatal mortality Rate (stillbirths and r..eatl*a
under 1 week combined per 1,000 total live and
atill births) oy i iy At *h ae 2daT2
internal mtﬂlit}r {iﬂﬂlud.im ﬂbﬂﬂiﬂnj 'E e e - i . Wi
Haternal lMortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births se  aa il
M¥nle Femnle Total
Deaths “ e e i . P ik 129 100 229
Death rate per 1,000 pnpulatinn crude - 12,38
corrected - 11,51
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I an indebted to Dr. D. L. Pugh, the Chest Physician, for
the following details of the mumbers of contaects of known casea

TUEERCULOSIS

of tuberculesis examined during the year, and the mumber found

to be suffering from tuberculosis.

These figures relata to the

aren of the Chest Cliniec, which coincides with the area of the
four anthorities, Manidstone Borough, leidstone Rural Thstriet,
Hollingbourn Rural District and lialling Rural District.

(a)
(v)

(e)
(a)

(e)

Number of contacts seen during 1965 of
newly notified cases of tubsrculosis ..

Number of contacts, scen during 1965 of
cases notified prior to 1965 i

Funber of contacts in (a) found to be
guffering from pulmonary or hon-pulmonsry
tuberculogis .. ww e T e e

Fumber of contacts in (b) fowmd to be
suffering from pulmonary or nOR-pulbonary
tubﬂmﬂﬂﬂiﬂ - . .. - . [N ] LI (]

Ariging from school Heafl pesitive contact

275

562

Hil
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The mmber of new cases of tuberculosia is agein small, although
it hag risen slightly from 4 in 1964 to 6 in 1965.

of last year.

Although tuberculosis is no longer a mojor problem in your distrioct,
you will see from the fipures sbove that the amount of work which ias
undertaken on the investigstion of contacts is still wvery large, and

The mmber of
deaths this year at 3 unfortunately is an inerease from a nil return

it ia by the concentration on this kind of work that tuberculosis will

contimue

to be kept at a relatively low figure.
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17.

19.
20.
21.
22,
23.

25.
26.
27.
28,
29,
30,
31.
32,
33
Hi
35.
%64

TOTAL DEATHS, 1965

Tuberculosis, respiratory
Tuberculosias, other

Syphilitic discasa

Idphtheria

Whoopdng cough

Hemdingococenl infections

Acute poliomyelitis

Hanales

Other infective and parasitic diseascs
Malignent neoplasm, stomach
Malignant neoplasm, lung bronchus
Inlignent neoplasm, breast

Malignant neoplasm, uterus

Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms
Leuknenin, aleuksenia

Dinbetes

Vasoular lesions of nervous systenm
Coronary disease, angina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disease

Other circulatory disease

Influenza

Pneunonia

Eronchitis

Other diseases of respiratory aystem
TMeer of stomach and duodenun
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
Hephritis and nephrosis

Hyperplasia of prostate

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor Vehicle Accidents

411 other asccidents

Suicide

Homiclide and operations of war

2% &

¥ale Fomale

3 =
2 1
10 b
- 6
- 1
13 B
1 =
- 3
13 19
32 18
5 1
10 15
5 4
T 1
12 1
2

] -
1 =
9 s
- 1
T 13
5 i
2 1
- 1

129 100







INSPECTIONS

Water Sampling

Water Supply

Sewage Disposal and Sewers

Refuse Disposnl

Refuse Collection

Factories - with power

Factories - non-power

Frevention of Damage by Pests Act
Bailding Byelaws - Improvement Grant
Building Byelaws - Public Health fict
Initial Visits - Public Health fct
Revisits

Imitial Visits - Housing Act

Revisita

Infections Tdgease

Slaughterhouses

Butchars

Ice Crean Premises

Sorap Metal Demler's Act

Rent Acts

Caravan Sites and Control of Development fet
Diseases of Animals (Waste Foods) Order
Hational Assistance Act

Noise Abatement Act

Depot fdninistration

dinimal Boarding Establishment fct
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Lot
Food Hygiene (General) Regulations
Enackers Yard

Litter Act

Milk and Dairies (General) Remulations
Food and Drugs fict

dnoke Control

Miscellanaous

INFECTIOUS DISELSE

Notifications received
Visits nade by Public Health Ingpectors

NOTICES

Humber of Informal Nstices served

Muber of Informal Notices complied with
Hunber of Statutory Notices served
Huaber of Statutory Hotices complied with

Wumber of Court Froceedings to reguire emplisnce
with Hotice

304
34






HOUSTHG

The mmber of Demolition or Closing Orders made during the

year was 15, the same as for 1964. Although this figure was less than
anticipated it is considered satiafactory. No properties were actually

demolished during the year, but Orders were revcked after complete
repalr and improvement had been carried out.

Cn rehousing, the mmber of cccupied houses the subject of
Orders was 12 at 3lst December. 6 of these cccupiers are applicanta
for council houses and this figure includes 4 for o0ld persons deellings.

The mumber of Council houses under construction at the end of
the year was 20, of which B were o0ld peoples' accommodation, and
during the year 23 completed properties were allocated, nome of which
was 0ld Peoples'! Dwellings.

Total lettings for the year were as follows:-

Total number of Lettings Ho. of FPamilies rehoused from
Slum Clearance Properties

Council Houses 57 (37) 4 (9)

0ld Peocples' Iwellings 2 ( 6) Nil (3)

(Previous Year in bracketa)

The table following giving details of improvement grents shows
an increase of properties dealt with over the previous year. Although
admittedly a small increase, this is encouraging. Many of these
properties were possible slum clearance cases for the coming years,
and although the Public Health Department ensures complete renovation
with a discretionary grant, in practice many of the applicants for
standard grants bring their properties up to a similar standard. The
time spent on this work is conmiderable; in some cases after lengthy
talks schemes are not proceeded with, in others it is necessary to
discuss improvements several times over i.e. with prospective purchasers.
Nevertheless, time resulting in these schemes being carried out is
oongidared well spent and any increase in the number of applicationa
is to be welcomed.

HOUSE PURCHASE AND HOUSING ACT, 1959 - TIFROVEMENT CRANTS
l. DISCRETIONARY GRANTS

Bumber of applications received 14

Bumber of applieations approved 14

Fumber of applications actually mroceeded with 33

Of those 33 the following figures apply:-

Total cost of Improvement Work £23,798. 1l. 3.
Total cost of Grants paid £10,451. 10, T.

2. STANDARD GRANTS

Fumber of applications received 28
Fumber of applications approved 28
Bumber of appliecations proceeded with 22
Of those 22 the Maximm Grant approved was £4,429. 5. 9.
Total amount of Grants Fﬂi’d £4,E‘3?¢ 1z, I:,rh-
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FOOD FRENI SES

During the year, routine wvisits have been made to these premises,
amnd I am pleased to report that the hygiens of the shops is satisfactory.

Fo complaints were lodged in respect of the cafes on the A.20,
and the increase in establishment has made it poasible for regular
routine ingpections to be made,

The standard of the cafes and restaurants in the district has
been raised as & result of the more freouent visits made by the Public
Health Inspectors. It is hoped that this standard will be brought to
a higher level in the future.

I am pleassed to report that the brewers have been co-operative
in acecepting the suggestions made by the department towards achieving
compliance with the Food Hygiene (General) Regulaticns, and throughcut
the district the conditions of the public houses contimies to improve.

This ysar saw the second Agricultural Show at Detling, and visits
were made to the ground while the show stands were being erected. The
catering establishments were inspectied while the showground was open
to the public, and there was a general improvement in conditicns,. These
improvements were no doubt due to the Showground Committee, who, after
the discussions held the previous year, agreed to take steps to correct
the defects found in 1964.

The premises in the Rural Distriet in which food is prepared,
served and sold are as follows:-

Motels T T " e e 2
Cafes - w e e . . 13
Reaidential Hotels ,. S o 3
Roadhouse i it e im i
Public Houses serving meals .. 3
Fublic Houses not serving meals HE
Grocers .. ' .a e .u 58
GreengroCers .. «s s i 2
Fighmongers .. i oa e i
BEI{BI‘E L L] LI Ll L ‘j
Butchers .. . " .e ate 10
Food Processing Flanta .. .. 7

The mmber of premises registersd under the Food and Irugs
Aot are as follows:-

(1) For the sale and storage of ice cream 69

{ii) Prepamtion or menufacture of sausages,
¢r potted, pickled, pressed or
pregserved food intended for sale 1l

MILK AND DATIRIES
Thia Authority dis responsible only for the registration of
Hstritutors of Milk and during the year two registrations were
made molkding a total of 51 on the Register.
ICE CREAH

Two new applications were received lor registration.

DISPOSAL OF CONDEMNED FOOD

The small quantity of condemmed food from the slaughterhouses

is collected by Sheppey Glue Works, Gueenborough, or sltermatively
is dealt with in the furnace at the Lenham Bacon Factory.

-16--.












FOOD INSPECTTION

Details of samples taken by the Comty Smpling Officers
within the Hollingboumn Rural Distriet during the year cnded 3lst
December, 1965:-

Artiecle Ho.
Apple Slices
Pengers
Bi So Del
Blackcurrants

Brussel Sprouts
Compound Codeine Tabletas
Compound Syrup of Glycerine Lemon and Honey
Cranberry Sauce

Crinkle Chips

Cut Green Beans
Drinking Chocolate
Dripping

French Dressing

French Fried Potato Chips
French Vichyasoise Soup
Garden Peas

Garden Peas with Sugar
Gin

Glycerine B.F.

Honey

Instant Coffea

¥Kengm Coffee

Linctus

Milk 14
Wilo Irink

Mixed Vegetables
Fon-llacholio (range Flavour
Cranges

Orange Drink

Cmnge Juice

Pasmal

Pork Scusages

Fork Sousage Seasoning
Raspberries

Fnslkit

Bausage Rolls

Seedless Raisins
Skdntex

Sliced Beans

Tea

Thicker Cut Mormalade
Tanatoes

Uriversal Embrocation
Vita Cup

Whisky

(RPN K R S S e N N R I N N S S e e e e = T S S e

194

Milk

Drugs

Sprits

Other Swmples

| & | 8oah

MILE

routine sampling of milk received at the dairy by
South Eanstern Farmers Ltd., of Headcorn has been carried out. As a
result forty samples from chumns of milk were found to be unsatisfactory
generally through fat deficiencies in the milk, though in some cases
added water was found. 15
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FOOD IRSPECTION CONTINUED

ORANGE DRINK

A sample of Orange Drink was found to contein saccharin slightly
in excess of the maximum permitted level of B mg. per cent and the
suppliers werse written to.

The remaining somples shown in the summery wers all satisfactory.

OFFLCES, SHOPS AND RATINAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

At the end of the year there were very few promises which had
not been registered.

teneral and detailed inspections have been made, tut lack of
directives from the Ministry of Labour on varicus aspects have made
adninistration of the Act rather difficult. Consequently, it has
taken longer than anticipated to deal with all the Offices and Shops
in the district, ut I hope it will not be long before all properties
have been inspected.

Registrations Received:

Of fices 27

Retail Shops 48

Wholesnle Shops, Werehouses 6

Catering Establishment 12

Inspecticns made to all premises: B4
WATER SUPPLY

The rural District sarea comprises twenty-three parishes which
ara served by three private water undertakings. The Mid-Eent Water
Company serves the largest aresn and draws water from underground sources
within the district. The Maidstore Waterworks Company with boreholes
at Detling and Ayleaford Foratal amd surface springs in Boxley, serves
parts of the parishes of Boxley and Detling. The third water under-
taking, the Medway Water Board serves parts of the parishes of Boxley,
Brediurst and Detlings. All waters are alkeline.

The connections made during 1965 nre:-

Mid Kent Water Company lio. of Properties No. of Properties
gconnected as at conmected or
Farish 3lgt December, 1965 disconpected during
1964
Hcknor 20 s
Boughton Halherbe 86 + 3
Broomfield 212 + B
Chart Sutton 272 + 6
East Sutton 74 s
Frinsted 30 e
Harrietsham z81 + 34
Headcorn 672 + 98
Hollingboummne 319 EL L)
Huckings 18 -
langley 301 + 8
lzeds 237 |
Lenhnam 1,051 + 25
Otterden 53 o
Stockbury 194 + 1
Sutton Valence 514 + T
Thurnham 299 - 1
Tlcombe 209 + 13
Wormshill 59 -
Wyehling 35 -
5y 206

= 39/ =












PUBLIC CLEANSTHG

The following services are operated:-

Hefuse Collection ihcluding Roadside Iitter Collection

Refuse Idsposal
Cesspool Emptying

Maintenance of Cesspool Faptying Sites

Operation and Mauintenonce of Sewage Diaposal Works and Flanta

Rodent and Other Pest Control
Litter Bins
Publie Conveniences

1963 1964
Whole days lost 778 970
Holiday man/hours 3,199 3,424
Absent man/hours 380 0993
Illness man/hours 2,952 4,067
Total men employed during year 32

Of the total men employed, three are engaged on collection of

litter and one man cleans the toilets at Lerham.

at the commencement of 1965.

1963 1964
Refuse Collecticm
including scavenging 17,158 29,339
Refuse Tisposal 550 1,612
Ceaspool Emptying
including Buckets 16,206 16,062

Ieintenance of cesspool
emptying sites 685 250

Oparation and Maintenance
of Sewage Iisposal Works

and Plants 8,694 9,926
Pest Control 1,796 1,756
Litter Bins 67 324
Miscellaneous 336 2764
Fitter 1,207 1,323
Foreman 2,055 2,014

1965

30,662
1,868

16,395

223

9,728
1,429
92
641
1,281

2,080

REFISE ARD SLALVAGE COLIECTION

Although the new refuse vehiele was received in August it was not
The villages and mumbers of

poesible to recruit a crew until Decenmber.

2963

1,349
202

§,189

100

2,017

353

279
463

properties now on weekly refuse collection are as follows:-

Harrie taham 297
Headeorn 499
Hollingbourne 215
Langley 331
Leeds 180
Lenham 609
Sutton Valence 327

2,458

i

34 men were emplayed

16
289

410

1965

2,485

24
44684

206

3,769

157

466
458
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CESSPOOL EMPTYING

For a short period of time the mumber of cesspools awalting
clearsnce were reduced below 100, for much of the time delay smounted
to three weeks. Little sewerage has taken place during the year.
Buptying in Ulcombe ceased on lst Jonuary, 1965, and in Dickley Lane,
Harrietsham on lst October, 1965.

1963 1964 = 1965
Regquests 4,606 4,378 4,468
Loads 9!595 91405 9-?25
CESSFOOL FMPTYING SITES
All the sites have been maintzined during the year. Inevitably
with some properties the haul to the emptying site is long and time
consuming. The loss of any of the emptying sites would lengthen the
delay in the emptying of cesapoolsa.

The gite at Detling is maintained as mich as possible. The
other sites receive attention as necessary.

SEWAGE DISPOSLL PLLNTS

Shrubsole Trive, Sandling Cobfields, Chart Sutton

Queensway, Detling Orchard Benk, Chart Sutton

Court Broomes, East Sutton  Northdown, Stockbury
Green lane, Platts Heath

A new soakaway oand humis tank ot Northdown, Stockbury and a
new soakaway at Queensway, Detling, were provided during the year.
Inthority was given for a new soakaway at Cobfields, Chart Sutton,
but this had not been started at the c¢lose of the year.

A1l plants are visited daily and maintenance carried out.
PEST CONTROL

The operator has been used for daily mmintenance at Uloambe
Sewage Ddsposal Works. The store building here is used for the

gtorage of gpere litter bins and for the painting and maintenance of
these itoms.

L1l requests for treatment are dealt with as promptly as
possible,

1964 1965

Ratas 278 176
M ce 21 23
Waszpa 15 A8
Flies 2 9
Fleas il 1
ints 3 6
Reetlea 5 3
Earwigs - 1
325 270

Vigits 1,300 850
Surveys 325 484
Eodies found EQQ 462

=07 =
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