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Mr. Chairman, Ledies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present ny account of the work of
environmental hygiene cerried out in 1957.

iWhilst much of the new development in the Housing field has
been of Council Houses, some private development has taken place, mostly
bungalows. In areas where the porosity of the soll has prevented the
construction of Septie Tanks and in the villages where there is a Sewer,
ne additional burden has been placed on the Counoil's cesspool empitying
service. The problem of the emptying of the loaded tankers, without
nuisance by smell or sight continues, above all else, to prescnt an almost
insurmountable task even in a rural area, VWater Company's catchment areas,
‘nuisance by operators of the dumping on private land, and the psychological
effects of an emptier discharging during the poliomyclitis epidemic all add
up to longer vehicle hauls, and & vexed guestion "where dewe go from here".
An attempt to overcome partially the problem by the construction of sludge
lagoons was, after Local Enguiry, rejected by the Minister.

On the other side of the Housing programme the inspection of
sub-standard properties, the eventual reports to Committee, also the con-

~ firmation of closing or demolition orders, has foermed much of the Depart-

ment's work.

Hhother the varied duties of the Publie Health Department
includes dealing with Improvement Grants secms to be o matter of some
doubt in other Kent local suthoritges. Sufficient to say that the present

' -Wupuu:l.t:l.uu of my oteff compels the full use of my two Public Health

etors. The details of schemes dealt with will be found on another page.

Turning away from Housing to the environmental hygiene side,

- mich progress has been made in the Clean Food Campaign. Public Houses have

recelved considerable attention and where the Prewers have submitted plans

'ﬁf extension ete, endeavours have been made to securc improvements in the

Houses, Mmfortunately, the latest legislation did not go far enough

aﬂd failed to require registration of food handling premiscs. The Council

- stayed their hand on the prosccution of a rosdside cafe owmer, and an
'ﬂ‘&:rurml notice woae served.

Court Proceedings

Three Caravans, Cuckoo Wood, Sandling.

The cose was henrd before the Duarsted Megistratos on June 12th

':-ﬂHl fines of £1 were imposed in cach cese with o continuing penaelty of 10/-

per day each for the stationing of a caravan without a licence, Costs of

2 guineas were awarded.

The earavans had gone by the morning of Jume 13th.

‘4. Cesspoel Umptying.

The following table shows the monthly and yearly working for 1956

and 1957:-

konth Requests  Loads Requests  Loads
= . 1956 1957
January 372 570 260 840
February 303 1053 295 802
Y¥arch 167 7680 654 900
April 391 564 226 612
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Housing., (cont'd)
Rent Act, 1957,

Work in connection with applieatione for Certifieates of Disrepair
under the Hent Act began in Oetober of the year, It was enviesaged that there
would be & considerable number of epplications to be dealt with but this was
not 8o, Seven were received and granted, but in some cases some of the
defects listed by the tenants were excluded. The procedure laid down by the
Act necesgitates considerable time bteing spent on each case and in additien
:nny h}:eﬂaa were received by your Inspectors during their work in the

is t.

MOVABLE IMELLINGS.

The situation with regard to Licences to stetion and use movable
dwellinge is as follows:-

Ho. of applications received i 30

Ho, of licences issued s 24
Ho. of applications refused P &
No. of epplications withdrawn .... -
We. of proceedings il 3
Ho. of appeals to Justices - -

The camp at Holm ¥ill, Harrietsham, wasz conducted very satisfactorily
el e year. CARAVAN SITES

STANDARD CONDITIONS.

) In these conditions "Caravan" shall mean a Caravan which is
speeially deaigned for drawing by a private car.
2. Ho mowveble dwelling or other vehicle shall be placed on the site

excapt & Caravan or vehicle by which such Caravan is towed.

3. Ro more than a stipulated number of Caravans shall be situated on
the site and each Caravan shall be sited &t least 20 feet from any other
Caravan on the site.

4. " No erection other than the Caravan shall be made or placed on the
Bite except with the approval of the Couneil.

Ba The licensee shall obtain prior approval of the Council to the lay-
out of the Caravan Site,

€. A wholesome supply of water shall be provided on the site taken from
the mains of the appropriate Water Company whieh shall be available to the
sccupants of the Caravans by means of standpipes so situated that each
Caravan is within 150 feet thereof,

T The standpipes shall be properly protected against frost and shall
be surrounded by an area of concrete 4 feet square and dished to 2 gully
gonnected to the drainage system.

8, The licenses shall provide W,.C's at the rate of one to each five
Caravans with & minimum of two for the use of the occupants of the Caravans
stationed and occupied upon the site. In addition, the License¢es shall
provide sufficient urinal accommodation for the use of the occupants.

9. The Licensee shall provide & drainage system constructed in accord=-
anee with the Counecil's Building Byelaws and connected to the public sewer.
[ﬂt&mntival:f, shall provide a drainage system and sewage disposal plant of
suffieient capacity and to the satisfaction of the Council's Senior Public
Health Inspector),
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SECTION "E

Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Disease

The main features in the incidence of Infectious Disemse in 1957
were the outbreaks of anterior peliomyelitis and measles, the former being
incomparably the most serious. There were 1l cases of poliomyelitis with
9 admissions to hospital and 1 death., There were 4 paralytic cases and 7
nen=paralytic. The mjority of the cases ogcurred in the age group 0U-15.
The first notification of the disease came in the last week in July and
continued sporadically until the middle of September.

At the time of the cutbreak last year there was a relatively small
bulk community against poliomyelitis. Since that time & congiderable numher
of vaccinations have been carried out as will be seen from the table given
ii:l. this Hepert, &nd we have therefore & pgroater reason for expeeting the
mber of focal points of the disease to be reduced. I reiterate however
the warning which I have given to my cther Authorities that is, not to expest
full protection against the disease by the present means of vaccine in our
ﬂlm-iﬁn. 411 we can say at the moment is that by using poliomyelitis
Wine there is a considerably enhanced chance of emcaping the disease or
~ at least minimising its more serious conmequences,

1957 was a cycle year for measles and 313 cases were notified,
only one being admitted to hospital. The disease was generally of & very
ﬁl& charac ter,

0 There were 48 cases of whooping cough, one of which was admitted teo
hospital, I would stress that the facilities available for immunisation
against whooping cough should be fully wed., This disease can be a2 most
erious one in infancy and we are well satisfied that its more grave ravages
iﬁl be thwarted by immunisation.

Again, and for the eleventh year, no case of diphtheria occurred in
m distriet. This gratifying state of affairs is only possible by the
ﬂ:lnma of an adequate level of immunity in the community. It is no
e affair and diphtheria could easily return with the tragi® story of not
-'ﬂl'-'l lmg' ago, if parents become apathetic about using the life-saving wWeapon

| ¢

Total of Cagses Ad-
eRses mitted to Total
8 Disease Notified Hospital Deaths |
| Searlet Fever a ¥l Nil
| Diphtheria Nil nil Nil
| teasies 313 1 Nil
Erysipelas 1 1 Wil
|  Puerperal Pyrexia 2 1 Wil
- Pneumonia 2 1 6
Dysentery Ril Wil Hil
Whooping Cough 46 1 Fil
Acute Anterior Peliomyelitis 11 9 1
Food Poisoning B3l Wil Nil
Anthrax Nil Fil Nil
lalaria Nil Fil Nil
Paratyphoid Fevers 1 Nil N1l
TOTALS 386 14 7

- 20=






The County Mediecal Officer has kindly supplied me with the following
Tables.

Imminisation against Diphtheris and Vaccination
against Smallpom, 1957

The following is & return of (a) the numberof children resident
in the Hollingbourn Rural Tistrict whe were immunised against diphtheria
and (b) the number of persons whe were vaccinated against smallpox, during
the year ended 31st Iecember, 1057:-

(a) DIPHTHERTA IMMUNISATION
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Hollingbourn Rural Idatrict
I gation st Diphtheria, 1

The following is & return of the number of children under the age
‘of 15 years on 31st Decembey, 1957 who had completed a course of immunisation
‘at any time before that date (i.e., at any time since lst January, 1943 ).
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Poliomyelitis Vaccination, 1957

The following table gives the numbers of children resident in the
Hollingbourn Rural District who received & course of two injections against

poliomyelitis during the year ended 31st December, 1957:-
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